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OFF T0O SCHOOL IN THE PAST CENTURY
CHAPTER I
L0GS FOR LEARNINGS

One cannot study the pioneer efforts to establish educational opportuni-
ties in this area without sensing the comparative attitude of apathy which
seems to exist in many instances to-day. Perhaps the comfort and ease with
which our schools are surrounded, the ready transportation, the available
equipment and supplies, the diversified activities and even "frills", have
removed the motives and ideals which hardship and struggle create.

Earliest records indicate that the building and maintaining of schools
was of prime importance and was given first consideration after new settle-
mente were made, Surely these efforts involved great dedication and sacrifice.

The late Charles Richardson, of Middleport, recalled,

"It was shortly after my grandfather, Elias Richard-
son, purchased two hundred twenty acres of land from the
Holland Land Company, sometime between 1818 and 1825,
that he realized the need of a school building, Those
were the days of large families, some with seven, eight,
or even twelve children, so schiﬂls had an average en=-
rollment of forty-five pupils.”

It was reported that the earliest schoolhouse in Hoyalton was located on
land given by Joshma Slayton and his brother, who were credited with the first
clearing of land, sowing of wheat and planting of orchard from lBOﬂ-lECIS.2

Although the exact date of this log school is not certain, it was probably

as early as 1818, °

1. Charles Richardson, "Reminiseing", Union-Sun and Journal, August 26,

195k,

2., Catherine C, Maynard, "Early History of Gasport and Orangeport"”,
(Prepared for report at Gasport Study Club,1950).

3. William Fool, Landmarks of Niagara County, New York, p.2768.
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That schools were a matter of first consideration is evident in examining
the first written records of the Town of Royalton. In April, 1818, the first
recorded meeting of the settlers was held at the home of Almon Millard, At
that time,town officers were chosen and among them were three school commission-
ers. It was voted that forty dollars should be raised by tax,at the next ses=-
sion of the Board of Supervisors, for the support of the common schmls.l

Shortly after that early meeting, "The Commissioners of the common schools
met on the twentieth day of April, for the purpose of dividing said town in-
to achool ::'1.'1.2nt.1-'i~t:i:.at.."‘2

The mumerous accounts of meetings during the six years which followed,
indicate that perhaps the most important business transacted at each session
was the altering of school districts and the allotment of monies.

On April 6, 1619, Elias Richardson was elected commissioner of schools
and six school inspectors were chosen.? At the same time, it was ordered by
the town meeting that " thirty dollars be raised with the tax to defray town
expenses, and for the support of the commom schools and school teachers." L

In April, 182L, [l_sz"]} » 1t was decided that school commissioners and
inspectors of common schools should be paid one dollar per day for each and
every day they should be employed in the execution of their respective ofﬂcm,s
and a year later it was voted that commissioners and inspectors should be

"payed all the law will allow t-ham.“ﬁ

l.Town Clerk's Records, A Book of Records sContaining an Accurate En-
rollment of the Town of Royalion, April 7, IB18, p.l.

- ijupié"l

3.1b1ds,pe2l.

h.m.,P-EE.

Snm-.quﬂé.

64101de,pel23,
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Becanse the earliest frontiers of Miagara County were established rear
. Lake Ontario, in the vicinity of Lewlston, it was in that area that the earli-
est county school was held. Rev, Josima Cooke, a veteran educator, wrote:

"Tn 1806, a school was taught by a Scotchman, narmed
Watson, and, in 1807, contimed by James Harrison, one
of the attorneys already in Lewdston. Perhaps there were
earlier ones elsewhere, but I doubt it. The school was
kept in a log house, in the other end of which a family

lived."
As every building in the town had been burmed in the War of 1612, he ex-

plained that:

"q11 had to be retuilt on the return of the inhabi-
no sooner been rebuilt than they turned their thoughts
to a school and schoolhouse for their children. Before
1820, the old stone schoolhousel was built, and for many
years, was used as the one hope and pride of the people
for their children. It was a stone tuilding of two stor-
ies, about twenty-four feet square. For many years, the
second story was used for religious services, conducted
by such ministers of different demominations, as in the
3 spirit of the Master, 'went about doing good' in that
day of poverty and wildernmess. In that old stone school-
house were laid the foundations of education for men who,
in after days, were to be leaders in the community, and
piunee;s of settlement and education in the regions be-
ﬁ'ﬂtﬂ.."

Accounts of new school buildings at later dates coincide with the
clearing of the land as settlers moved eastward from Lewiston. :
In the study of early county schools, we learn that:
Az far as is now known, the first schocl in the
town of Wilson was taught evenings in 1817 by Luther

Watson, for the benefit of adults. It was contimed

through the months of Jamary and February in a dwell-
ing about a mile south of the site of the village.

1.(A few log schools had been built (in Lewiston), the first one in 1806.
In this village, a stone school was erected and finished in 1616.)

Niagara County, New York, vol. 1, p. 295.
. 'thTt.erv,: hools of Niagara County", Souvenir History of Niag-

ara County, p. U7.
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The first schoolhouse was btuilt of logs in 1819 on the
Lake Road about a mile and a half east of Wilson village.
.=*.n?t?1er logz 3¢hzolhuuse, the first in the villape, was
built in 1820."

The log structures "were generally built by bees", or gatherings of such
settlers as had children to be educated. Seats were benches made of slabs split
Trom logs with legs inserted in auger holes at the corners. The desks, when
there were any, were constructed after the same plan. There was no black-
board, and the entire school apparatus consisted of a half-dozen well-seasoned
switches and a substantial ruler, and no opportunity was neglected to make
use of these appliances for the general advancement of the causes of educa=-
tion and good manners.z

Affairs of each district were managed by three trustees who were elected
at anmal meetings. They were entrusted with the entire charge of the schools,
except that they could not impose tax unless voted by the legal voters of the
district.

Subject to this restriction, they built schools, engaged teachers, levied
taxes for incidental expenses, such as fuel and repairs, and the tuition and
books of indigent pupils. They apportioned rate bills, based on daily attend=-
ance of pupils whose parents, or guardians, were deemed able to pay. Since the
amount charged each pupil was based on the ratio of his attendance to the
agpregate attendance of the whole school (except indigent pupils) , it will
be readily seen that a premium was offered for irregular attendance, and there

were no truant officers to look after delinquents in those da;,rs.j

1. Niagara County, New York, vol.l, p.295.
2, 1821 History of Niagara County, New York, p. 97.
3. Aﬁtﬂ, Op. E_i-_'!-'r_ag Pa Lb.
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. In time, the log structures gave way to stone or brick buildings and, in
the last quarter of the century, to wooden structures.
A "Volunteer Report on the condition of the schools in the First Commis-
sioner District of Niagara County (Royaltom)" appeared on page one of the

Loclport Daily Journal and Courier on September 3, 1570.

It states that:

"District mumber four deserves praise for the ele=-
gant little house it has provided for school purposes.
Of brick, with patent improved seats and a comfortable
little woodhouse attached, it is all that could be de-
sired.n

"Orangeport number eleven, is one of the larpest and
most wealthy district’in the town, but their LITTLE, OLD,
WORNOUT frame building is a sad commentary on public spire
its «e... What is lacking in house is made up by the

superior excellence of teachers, so is one of the best
schools in the town."

"Number thirteen-Very poor stone house,™

"Number twenty-five, Royalton Center, next to Middle=-
port, is in point of wealth and rmumber of pupils attending
school, the largest distriet in the town. What shall I
say then, in estemation of the fact this is a wealthy
district with a superabundance of means and blessed with
the most wretched apology of a house of any district
within this jurisdiction? I consider it a crime against
those little ones...but the multitudes of children in
this district have been doomed for years to huddle
together in this shanty behind the barn and receive what
instruction it was possible for the teachers employed to
impart to them, and it is a source of great astonishment
what progress they have made against the discouragements
they are compelled to contend with. Humbai twenty-five
should have a house worth at least £2500,"

Two years later, at least three new wooden schools were erected at Gas-

port, Orangeport, and Reynold's Easin.2

1. Both mumber thirteen and rmmber twenty-five built "new and comfortable
houses during the past year"--Lockport Daily Journal, July 31, 1872, p. 1.
. 2, Ibid., July 22, 1872, p. 3. e



Of the school at Reynold's Basin, it was later reported,

"The new school.....is finished..... It is thirty-
gix feet long by twenty-six feet wide, entryways and
closets, It has a basement room under the whole of it,
seven feet high for wood and other purposes. The house
was built,.....on contract, for $1,224. It is quite a
neat and comfortable bu.ilding but very much needs win-
dow blinds and a bell.™

. 1. Lockport Daily Journal, August 2, 1672,p.3.




Deserted cobblestone school located
on Akron Road, near Lockport-

Brick school, originally built in 1863,
located on Route 10L, at Ridgeway, and
now used as a residence,

One of the few deserted wooden schools
in the area, located on the Lewiston Road at
Gilbert's Cornmers.




CHAPTER II
‘l' LESS0ONS UNDER THE ROD

In 1838, common schools were, with few exceptions, the only available
means of education open to the masses of the people. Instruction in these

schools was confined exclusively to the ™3 Rs" and, in some cases, English,
1
grammar and geography.

"The first textbooks were few and scarcely up to
the present standard. At first, any book, be it Bible
or almanac, was admissible as a reader, and there was

ittle uniformity in the other books. Among those used
most mist be mentioned Noah Webster's Spelling Book
Daboll's Arithmetic, Morse's Geography, Murray's Gram-
mar, and the English Reader., In some schools the United
States Speller was used, the first reading lesson 1n
which is as follows:

My son, do no evil

Go not in the way of bad men.

For bad men go to the pit.

0, my son, run not in the way of sinl

The youthful readers were required to memorize such les-
sons, and they, no doubt, impressed truths that had a
lasting influence on their lives and characters. Attemnts
were made to inculcate gentlemanly deportment and respect
for the aged, and many pupils on their way to and from
school would politely raise their hats on meeting strangers.
It is to be regretted that Young America to-day appears

to be less susceptible to such instruction, or that it

is not so prominent a feaEure in the public schools of

the present time," (1902)

Apparently, it was not until the last quarter of the century that much
attention was given to making subject matter interesting and appealing to
the pupil. The following newspaper article, entitled "History in our Com-
mon Schools", which appeared in 1877, indicates an apparent attempt to make

the study of history more vital and popular:

1. Atwater, op. cit., p. L6
. 2., 1021 History of Niagara County, New York, p. 97

~8-
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"Love of country ought to burn in every breast with

a steady and reliable flame, It ought to be, and is to

. a great extenit, the mother element of our national life,
It would be stronger, steadier, more reliable, if every
citizen understood our institutions, their origin, devel=-
ocment, progress and promises, This understanding can
be had by those alone who study the history of the coun~
try from its discovery itc the present time, who gather
the lesson of its greatness from the successive steps
the fathers made toward liberty and independence until
they pained the realization of their hopes in a free land
and a self-governed people.

Svstematic study of the historvy of the United States
is not generally pursued in the common schools, although
something to answer the form of historical investigation
is there attempted. The subject has become distasteful
in late years, not because it lacks interest, not because
its importance is underrated, but because historical text-
books do not convey the facts of history in attractive
form. The story of our national travail and birth is
one of the most absorbing relations in all history, when
properly presented. When shorn of its illustrative in-
cidents, lesitimate deductions and grand climax, it is
tame and dry as mere chronological record, Ordinarily,
textbooks of history cut the grand and soul-thrilling
record down to its dry chronological features and ex-
pect it to excite the enthusiasm of youth!

A change of textbooks in many branches will be made

. under the law passed by the last Legislature relating to
this subjectesasss

Our attention has recently been called to a History
of the United States , for the use of schools, by Prof.J.C.
Tidpath, which is not only the best we have seen, but em-
braces features of rare value, never before incorporated
into any history., It is written in a style of great el-
egance, but simple and easy of comprehension, systematic-
ally arranged in a connected narrative, unbiased and with-
out political or sectarian prejudice, elegantly and in-
telligzently illustrated with chronological charts, pro-
gressive maps, topographical diagrams, portraits and cuts,
fresh, philosophical and readable, It is as much unlike
an ordinary school history as the beantiful periocds of
Irving are unlike the turgid nonsense of Tupper; and it
so adroitly weaves the inspiring story of our country in-
to the web and woof of its material facts as to impress
the lessons of history upon the mind with indellible force.

A change to this book has already been effected in
more than twelve hundred schools in the state of New York,
and we are clear in the opinion that its general adoption
will prove both grateful and beneficial to attendants of
our common schools avemi‘hera.“l

. 1. Lockport Daily Union , September 2L, 1877, p.3.




CHAPTER III

SCHOOL MA'AMS AND MASTERS

The earliest echools were usually open about three or four months in sum-
mer and three months in winter. The summer terms were ordinarily taught by
women, but the winter schools, which were attended by many large boys, were
always conducted by men teachers. Some of the wealthier districts employed
men both winter and summer, seeming to prefer their teaching.

"In those days the gquestion was not, 'Has the teach-
er a good education?' , but 'Is he stout? Has he good
government?' It was a frequent practice in some districts
to smoke out the teacher and break up the school. Their
attempts in this direction were successful for several
successive years, and then, when the distriet had won a
bad name and came to be shunned by the generality of
pedagogues, a stranger with well-developed governing powers
would happen along , open a school and speedily reduce the
belligerent 'big boys' to a condition of subjection , and
prompt, if not cheerful obedience, thus setting the ball
of education rolling on,"l

In an effort to secure capable teachers, the following notice appeared in

an 1833 newspaper:

"Several young men of sufficlent learning, abilities,
etc, and who have had some experience in school keeping,
will probably find employment as teachers of common schools
in our town the ensuing winter and as the citizens of
Royalton have voted to raise ALL the momey which the state
allows for the support of the common schools - to wit, double
the amount we received from the state treasury, they will
probably receive ready pay when this service shall be com-
pleteds We give this notice in hopes of calling the atten-
tion of young men of superdior talents and who are in all
respects well qualified to teach children and youth
the necessary branches of education."2

"The teachers were often strangers who were travel-
ing through the country and who paused to replenish thelir
purses or gain a few months of recreation in school-

1. 1821-History of Niagara County, p.97.
2. Commissioners and Inspectors of Common Schools, Royalton, September 28,
1833, The Courier of Lockport, New York, October 2, 1833,

=10~
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teaching., Sometimes they were foreigners, often they were
intemperate and they were all addicted to the use of the
rod, "

One local correspondent for the daily newspaper related:

"My, F. Swift, who teaches the district school at

Johnson's Creek, has been arrested and held to bail for
punishing a scholar in his school for whispering. The
child was punished with a ferule on his hand and it is
said that it swelled to an enormous size, and has in
some way 'affected the arm'."2

Also in the Gasport items in 1888,

"Our village schoolmaster has a black eye. He 3
better stop boxing and exert his strength on the kids.”

Miss Belle Davison, of Royalton, recalls that on one occasion a visitor
came to school and had some words with Alan Penly, who was the schoolmaster
at the time. When one pupil suggested, "Let's lick the teacher,” another
replied, "All hell couldn't lick him,"

Mr, Fred Hagadorn, in spealdng of Mr. Penly as "one of the best teachers",
remembers the day when one boy hit another as he walked past his seat. Mr. Penly
reached for the beech stick which was kept on top of the hat rack and cracked
it around the legs of the offender, leaving marks or ridges as evidence of the
beating., The incident "broke up the school" and a lawsuit followed. How-
ever, it was "thrown out of court." Part of the pupils stayed in the school
while others were sent to a private school which was conducted by a woman
teacher. In the latter case, Mr. Hagadorn says that not mch learning took

place as the pupils were allowed to "fo2l around."

1. 1821-History of Niagara Coun New York, p. 97.
2. %Gguﬁ Uail?-fm%.—, scember 3l lHT'i’, pe L.
i

ddleport Herald, March 29, 1888,
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Mr, Frank Sheldon recalls that he used to c¢limb up on the hat rack in a
school he attended tc get out of the way of some of the "bloody fights" which
took place among the big boys, some of them nineteen or twenty years olde

Many of the pioneer teachers were ingenious in the contrivance of original
methods of punishment,..From their novelty and terrors, they were by no means an
insperative agency in maintaining the authority which was regarded as so essen-
tial to the well-being of the school. Some of these inventive characters flour-
ished in a certain district at a day after the invention of the box stove, The
schoolmaster conceived the brilliant idea of placing a brick on top of the stove
over a brisk fire and making delinquents wal k around the stove, one behind the
other, and turn over the rapidly heating brick once during each circuit., This
was kept up until their blistered fingers "goaded them into subject.inn“.l

That all teachers were not so successful in discipline was noted by Mrs.
Cora Brigham, now ninety-six years old. She recalls one very "odd" man teacher
who used to walt for a certain big girl to arrive before ringing the schbal
bell, Some of the pupils expressed their views in the following poem which ap=-
peared on the blackboard one day:

0, Lord of love, look from above
Upon our school committees
They've hired a fool to teach our school
And he comes from Boston City,
Mrs, Brigham commented that they fooled around and did not learn much that term.

Although discipline was considered a prime qualification for common school
teachers, the other duties to be performed were rumercus. James Atwater, a vet=
eran schoolmaster who taught for twenty years in the county schools and was for
twelve years superintendent of the schools of Lockport, erumerated some of the

responsibilities which early teachers had to assume, They were obliged to sweep

1, 1821~ History of Niagara County, New York, p. 96.
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the floor, ild the fires (being lucky if they did not have to saw the wood ),
write the copies, make and mend the quill pens (the only ones in use), and

assist the trustees in making out the taxes and rate bills. He recalled that,
while teaching in a large district in the Town of Hoyalton in the winter of
1639-18L0, he had to hear a large grammar class after school hours, (his pupils
mmmbered sixty to seventy daily, of all grades from the alphabet to English gram=
mar) go, in one instance, two and a half miles to board, entertain the family

in the evening, and have breakfast early enough in the morning to get back

two and half miles before it was light enough to see, to write copies.

For this demanding schedule, men teachers in the county were paid from
thirteen to eighteen dollars per month while women received from one dollar and
fifty cents to two dollars per week. Both were boarded free around the dis-
trict. This practice was contimued, in most instances, until the adoption of
the free school law in 1869, Districts usually covered a considerable area
and "boarding round" was sometimes a little burdensome.

"But this practice had its bright sides, also. As
a rule, the teacher lived on the 'fat of the land' and
not uwmsually he was asked to defer his visit until the
anmal 'killing.' He was brought inte close contact with
the parents and patrons of the school, which was a great
halp_to him. It was a good system for thgsa early times,
but it has passed away, never to return.,”

In October, 1877, county teachers convened for one week at a Lutheran
Church in Lockport for "lectures and discussion of mutual problems." It was
also noted that examinations for teachers' certificates would be held during
the waak.a

The first lecture was a very interesting discourse on Physical Culture.

1. Atwater, op. cit., p. L6.
2. Notice appeared in Lockport Daily Union, September 2L, 1877, p. 3.




. The professor "dwelt at length on the digestive functions and showed how easily
an elementary lesson in Physiology could be presented to children.™
A second speaker gave a lesson on the "Development of Form." "His defin-
itions of lirnes, angles, circles, and points were so simple that a child would
readily grasp the idea.”
In a third lecture, teachers were advised that a text book on morals should
be studied in "our" schools

W i as it includes all the political economy and the
science of civil govermment. It includes also the high-
est rule of all justice, the Golden Fule, to do to others
as we would that others should do to us...As to in-
struction and text books on religion, those should be
left to Sunday Schools and Churches and not be brought in-
to the public schools.™

A question box was a feature of the convention whereby teachers could bring
all their difficulties for discussion and interchange of views. The following
. questions and suggested solutions were published in the local newspaper as the
dally sessions were reviewed:

QUESTION: "How shall we hold the attention of pupils?"
ANSWER: "A teacher must be thoroughly prepared upon a
suhjeit before presenting it to the pupil in order to interest
S 1

QUESTLON: '"What shall be done with pupils who refuse to
leave school for disobeying rules?"

ANSWER: "“Teachers should be careful and not make un-
reasonable rules; but if suspension is necessary, apply to
the trustees or the proper authorities for aid."

QUFSTION: "How should a teacher employ his time out of
school?"

ANSWER: "Mr, Snyder being young and social thought a
teacher should not employ his time better than by visiting the
parents of his pupils and maldng himself generally agreeable
in the neighborhood. Mr. Brown was strongly in favor Bf this,
remembering the time when he was single and handsome."

. 1. Lockport Daily Union, October 2, 1877, p. 3.

2, 1bid., October 9, 1077, P« L.
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. Certainly, in those days, when the school was such an important focal
point in the commnity, the devoted teachers were regarded with much devotion
and high esteem. The following tribute which appeared in a newspaper near the

close of the century is typical of many which were published 'In Memoriam':

RESOLUTIONS.
RS s vt
Death of Miss Ella M Robinson
W heroas, eenaadly stricken in the
Providenisl » El‘ Mizs Ella Rob-
inson from her wonl-room, Which
she B0 ably and faith tod ns our leacher;

thersfore,
Resolved, That we herein expross our deep
fectings of sadnéss, and vot whila we Biours aur
loss are consokid i the thought, and  Assurmned,
that our loss (& her eternal gain
Resodved, That mindful of ber beautiful Chris-
taan charscter il lady-like boaring in the dis-
charge of her duties in the  school-room and her
impartinl interest in our woelfure s scholnrs, wo
shall seok under the abiding il uende of her life
and teachings to turn 1o useful secount that
which she inpressed on our yeuthiul hearts and
niinds. i
Resoleed, That while wo fec]l the loes most
deeply we are not unmindfol of e with |
whom she was wore intmately conpoected in
family retation and from whicn she was (akon so
sudidonly and upexpectedly and in their sad al-
ficton we, ns the scholars of hor last school 6x-
purience on oarth wader to them this tribote of
our hi;fh s o hor memory as the expres-
sion of our heart-folt sympathy with them o
Heiacy B, Horso R 1d
Ty M. B ny o Jones,
K. ﬁ‘l‘rnlrn Calinn, hﬂ{“n steldins,
G, Lows Callan, Tawrenee OF, aomor,
treorge Truax, Malal H. Lawrsnoe,
Ehuer Marion H. Lawranos,
Ellis E. Zocharah,  Howand I, Hanoney,
Edward ;. Bulmore, Roy F. Wisterman,
It ehard Gindon, Chas. A Dunkelborger,
srn M. Lawrance, Frank E \'uu.I;im;
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PLEASANT MEMORIES

In reminiscing about school days in the last century, many of our senior
citizens remember the great fun and jolly times they enjoved.

Mrs. Sawyer and her sister, Laura, recall playving "Andy, Andy, Over" and
"Pom, Pom, Pull-away" at the Slavton Settlement Road School near Gasport. They
remember the winter mornings when "Father" took them to school in the sleigh.
They were clad in "too many clothes" which included long underwear, hand-knitted
black or red stockings, high buttoned-up shoes, overshoes, leggings, hand-knit-
ted hoods and hand-made coats, Their dresses were made from wool and were cov=
ered by big gingham aprons made with sleeves and buttoned up the back. They were
"peally very pretty aprons" and were machine sewn since "Grandma Campbell had
the first sewing machine in Niagara County."

The sisters recall that "Mother used to pack the nicest lunches." In their
dinner pails they would find beans, sandwiches, pie, fried cakes("Never were
any like Mother's!), and cheese. The latter was a very common food in the vi-
einity because of the Reynales Basin cheese factory nearhy.l

Sleigh rides and spelling bees between schools provided much merriment.
Miss Belle Davison recalls the time she was going to "leave off head" in a spell-
ing bee, When the teacher pronounced the word "knob" , a boy she considered to
be her friend whispered "g-n-o-b" and caused her to go to the foot of the class.

Snow fights proved to be great fun for Mr. Fred Hagadorn's classmates. When
the big boys would try to put "one cordy little cuss" into a hole in the snow

banks as "high as this room" , 0ld H.D.“(Sibley)g, the teacher, would stand and

1. Detailed rerort of this cheese factory appeared in Lockport Daily
Journal , on Jaruary 6, 187k,
2.Much more of Mr, Sibley's story is given on pages to follow.

=16-
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laurh at the kids.
Tt was at the country schoolhouse that the entire comminity gathered on
many occasions. At the closing exercises of one winter term
"eesesthe school gave a fine exhibition in the evening.
The schoolhouse was crowded and all said that it was an
exceedingly fine performance. Mr. Hrooks has proved him-
self a very competent teacher. He will certainly be ex-
pected to teach the same school next winter as this dis-
trict is determined to have only first class teachers."l
The school picnic was another gay occasion. A notice in the Lockport

Daily Journal and Courier on Aupust 17, 1861 relates that

"A very vleasant school picnic came off vesterday in
Hall's Woods, a little north of Gasport. The Casport
schoolyeeses , the Mabee school, ..... and the Heynales
Basin school, ..... with many friends, assembled in a
rleasant crove at an early hour in the afternocon to en-
Joy a social get-together in a hall of nature's own work-
manship. There was indeed a group of cheerful and happy
faces. After a happy address from the Rev. J.L.Dox, of
Lockport, they partook of a bountiful collation and then
made the woods echo with merry games."

A popular entertainment for the vouns people was the commnity singing
school. Such a group was organized at Dysinger's Corners in the winter of 1886,

and a report in the Middleport Herald on December twenty-third of that vear

stated that it was largely attended and very interesting. Sufficient money
had been raised, by the committee having the matter in charge, for a term of
twenty lessons. It was an "old-fashioned singing school, no instrument being
used, and the voice of the conductor being the only puide." Tt was "an ex-
cellent opportunity for our young people to learn the art and science of msiec,
Such knowledge is a great desideratum. Masic is an accomplishment all the
young should seek to acquire.”

It was, no doubt, such happy times as those which have been related that

1. Miagara Journal, of Middleport, April 7, 1886.
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inspired the fond memories mentioned

139?'

8-

in the poam which follows:

NTAGARA GO

| MY SCHOOLMATES. '

Dedicated to the Buaker Hill School of
Royalton, N. Y.

A thought comes often to me of cluldbood's home
ik O —

Of the dark.winged swallows shattering round
the barn 80 near;

And many pleasant fanci s of the homestead io
the orchard by the hull,

Al the crickel's ovening song, and the robin's
early morning trill;

With tender loving memorics of those friends 1
nstid 1o Know;

Where the ever climbing grapevioes snd clder.
berries grow.

‘What has beenme of thoss who were with me on
Bunker Hull T

And where are the other friends with whom I
lnughed st will?

Anid what 8 become of Sama E. and  her brothers
and sister EIIT

And of Nathan and Thouet, who went to sobhool
on Bunker tor a spell?

| They were theboys and they the girls who
shared my youlbtal piag;

'rwdn not answer to niay call; my school-
mates, where are they

What has bocome of Jesse and his brothers and
Titele sisters too,

' Who lived noxt door to where 1 lived so0 many

agt

TCATE

l‘d like to s7¢ the Eohler boys, amd Webster,
Philo and Monros,

Who all were in msmmm many more
I know:

And Sofa, Mary, Ella and Phobe IIMI'HI call
Ehen all,

Bull kpow they ' answer—could they only hﬂ.r
my ealil

I'd Hke o see them all, the boys and girle of long

BED,

And tulk abrot the times we bnd just as we vsed
to do;

Amd those—T shall aot name them—0h! could 1

ke cach happy faee,

And hear ench gentle voiee in this far distant]
wesliern place,

‘They, 1ike the fowers and hopes of sprmgtime

— e 4 ®

C NTY NEWS.

TR Lo girls and Loya
I‘htin that long ago were fufl of fun and Glled
thee air with noise,
Ol woods mod vales, ponds and Inwes, and moad-
ows! do you know J
Whare 1 shall find my youthtul frienls of very
WARY Years ago’

I'm getting lonely and woary, in this distanos
long and far;

I'm thinking of my scho lostes—I wonder
Wheore they are!

E.A. B, MAYNARD, lowa.

quickly passed awny
[Whm Inving frends ire reunited to shine in

evorlasting day.

1, Clipping found in family Bibie belonging to this writer's grandparents.

mestend 18 the orCARIT Heve Foumoes



‘l’ CHAPTER V

FOR HIGHER LEARNINGS = - THE ACADEMIES

By 182L, the eagerness for education beyond the common school prompted the
building of the first academies. One of these, known as the Lewiston Academy,
was the wonder of those days and, on completion, it was incorporated on April 17,
1828.1 This construction required preat personal sacrifice and consisted of four
stories., Its dimensions were sixty by forty feet and it was fifty feet in height.
The fourth story was put on and used by the Masonic Fraternity for ledge purpo-

2
ses.

In 1830, a man from Dartmouth College came to take charge of the academy.
Jacob Hook Quinby was an important figure in shaping events for education in
the county.

"To the thorough cultivatiom of a Dartmouth graduate,

. he united a personal magnetism that was, for all scholars
under him, an inspiration and a charm, His very smile was
an inspiration, and his verbal approval was a prize to
study fors To have a defective recitation to him seemed
almost a crime."

"To this old stone school, pupils came from far and
near, many from Lockport, Buffalo and Canada. For here,
all at once, before the bright boys and girls of ten to
seventeen years of age, lay a new untroddem field- Alge-
bra, Geometry, History, Chemistry, Natural Philosophy,
and even Latinl"3

In 1845, another Niagara County academy was erected and named for a prom-
inent citizen who headed the building fund list with five hundred dollars. The
Wilson Collegiate Institute was a two-story btuilding of Lake Ontario cobble-

stone, As was the case in all the early academies, the school was sustained

1, Edward T, Williams,, Niagara County, New York, vol.l, p.306
2+ Atwater, Enic_j-.tij P*ha?

. 3. Ibid
-19-
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Lewisten Acodemy, ence o londmark oleng the border, hay since

been deserted ond tern down. Lewiston is the oldest villoge in
the county,

f This imposing structure stood as a momument of the past, visible for

miles around, long after it was abandoned., )
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by tuition from the students for nearly a quarter of a century. When the rev-
eme from this source was insufficient, in 1869, four adjoining school districts
were consolidated and it became the Wilson Union School. At the end of the cen-
tury, the cobblestones that had housed the Wilson Collegiate Institute gave way
to brick , and it was now called the Wilsonm High School. Thus, this one institu-
tion has correctly pictured the evolution of the educational institutions in
Niagara County - first, the Academy, second, the Union School, and finally, the
High Schnnl.l

From its beginnings, the Wilson Academy was very popular. It attracted
students from Lockport, amd other important towns and willages of the county,
as well as many from other counties and other states. Lewiston's popularity
faded as Wilson Academy became the "proper thing": "the beautiful shaded streets
of the village were so traversed by students from far and near, that they seemed
like "Academic Groves', amd Wilson took on the air of a college town.“z

The growth of academies spread throughout the county and state as had the
common schools before them. Locally, in the town of HRoyalton, two such institu-
tions were prominent. Of these, Hoyalton Centre Academy was earlier. An adver-

tisement in the Niapara Democrat of September 22, 1037, states that it was:

. .+ss to open the first Monday in October under the direct-
ion of competent and experienced teachers.

The situation selected is about eight miles east of
the village of Lockport on the stage road to Batavia and,
for retirement, sulubrity, and pleasantness, is surpassed
by few in the county.

The eourse of instruetion will comprise the elemen-
tary and higher branches of a thorough English and class-
iecal education so as to fit the pupil for admission inte
college, for the study of a profession or for business.
Arrangements have been made with private families in the
vicinity for boarding pupils where every attention will
be paid health and comfort."

1. Williams, op. eit. p.307.
2 Atwater, op. cit. p.lS.
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TER¥S: For instruction, &l per quarter. Year is
divided into two terms of twenty-three weeks each and
commencing the first day of October and first day of May.
An address will be delivered on Saturday preceding com-
mencement at 1:00 P.M. By order of the trustees.”
Miring the week following this ammouncement, the same newspaper noted

thats:

M esses Neat brick academy has been .....completed...s.
at..... Royalton Centres...e The enterprise is that of a
small neighborhood of farmers, principally, and it tells
well for their public spirit in the cause of education,
They have done more than Lockport has done with its five
thousand inhabitants. And our village stands reproved
by our Royalton neighbnrs....."l
Belva Bernett (Mc Nall-Lockwood ), who became the first woman admitted
to practice law before the United States Supreme Court, and later, the first
woman to receive votes for the presidency, entered this institution at the age
of fourteen, Of this, she once said,"I always wanted an education, even when
a zirl. When I was fourteen I had enough money to attend the Royalton Academy
a year. There were no free schools than.“2
About 1857, Belva, (then lMrs, McNall), having attended Syracuse University,
returned to her home in Royalton and applied for a job at the academy. Being
offered only one-half the salary paid to men teachers, she indignantly declined

the job and vowed to devote the rest of her life to the cause of Woman's Hinhts.3
In 1850, a stock company was formed, and the second local academy was built

at Gasport. All the academic subjects were taught and the averape attendance

was seventy. Belva lMcNall contimied her education here in the fall of 1553-h

To attract students in 1859, the Lockport Journal and Courier printed this

advertisement on Aupust 26:

1. Niagara Democrat, September 29, 1837

% ﬁ'ﬁﬁﬁ"ﬁm«m Lockwood- 125 Anniversary of Her Birth", in Lock-
port Union-Sun and Journal, October 2k, 1955.

3, Clarencé 0. Lewik, in Lockport Union-Sun and Journal,March 27, 1957.

li, Maynard, op.cit.




THE GASFORT ACADEMY

It was abandoned about 1865, and is now used as a residence.
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"This institution is, at present, in a flourishing
state of prosperity and its principal....has spared no
efforts to render it worthy of the confidence of those
parents who desire to give their children a thorough aca-
demic education. The advantages to be gained at this
school deserve consideration. Send for a circular."

The closing excercises of that fall term occupied an afternoon and evening.
The afternoon session consisted of declamations, music, and reading of composi-
tions. In the evening a debate, "which displayed considerable good judgement”,
was conducted by the members of the Philomathian Society. A lecture follnwad.l

The Niarara County Historical Society has a handbill which describes the
attractions of the Gasport Academical School as of August 186k, with Mr. and
Mrs. 0, E. Ripley as principals. It contains the following information:

"The operations of this institution will be conduct-
ed in the Academy, which is a commodious and comfortable
building, commencing Monday, August 15, 186L. Tuition
will be from $5.00 to $7.00 according to the class of
studies pursued. Latin and Elementary Drawing included.
French, Italian, and German, the usual extra charges.
Music-piano or guitar, £10.00. Use of instrument for
practice $2,00, For Embroidery, Oil Painting, Wax Fruit,
Flowers and Mono-Chromatic Painting there will be an extra
charge, The Musical Department will be under the direct-
jon of a thorough and accomplished teacher. All bills
payable at the middle of each quarter.”

Pupils were to be found rooms and board on the village, and the remarks
on the handbill conclude with this advice: "....the Principals, whose object
will be to secure to pupils committed to their care, such moral and intellectual
culture as shall be adapted to aid in fittine them for this life, and for the
1.'1\*&11:'!:."2

Tt is a seventeen-year old boy's handwritten story of that particular
£a]11 term at the Gasport Academy which is related, in part, in the chapter

which follows.

1. Niagara Democrat of Lockport, December 1, 1859.
2 ¥ imll'., IeatEﬁaF E Rﬂj“alt-on, Pa 28-




CHAPTER VI
A HISTORY

OF THE FALL TERM OF GASPORT ACADEMY IN THF YEAR 1861
by
Frank J,V.Sibley

Preface

"eeeeel concluded that if I would know my feelings when I was in Gasport
school, if I would look back after five, ten or tweniy years, and know the
realy....s 1 must now, while all was fresh in my mind, write a History of the
scenes which I witnessed there, Hence, I have compiled this work. If it
should ever fall into the hands of anvone else beside myself, I hope they will
not criticize too severely the style of writing or the course which I pursued
as detailed in these papes, remembering that it was all transacted and written
during my seventeenth year. But if you do criticize, vou mst accord me the
praise of being an honest Historian, for, in no case, have I endeavored to con-
ceal or palliate my own faults or misdoings.

Introduction

'"Pwas a glorious afternoon in the summer of the year 186L. The sun shone
with unwonted brilliancy, and in the azure blue of Heaven's etherial dome not
a cloud floated to mar its unlimited transparency. A soft breeze slightly
cooled the hot summer air, making it very pleasant to walk along the roads
wiich were as smooth as the constant wave of many wheels during the long, dry
weeks which had passed - could make them., The sheaves of ripened grain stand-
ing in the fields by the wayside told of the lwxuriant harvests and the or-
chards loaded with their tempting fruit filled the mind with thoughts of fire-
side joys in the cold winter nights, These were the prospects which spread
out before me as I prepared for the journey to Gasport on a visit to the school
which I designed to attend for one or more terms. The distamce between my
home at MclNalls Corners and the Institution to which I was going was two miles
tut as I was in the habit of walking, I soon accomplished it and found myself
at the gate of the famous Academy. Once famous-- but alas! -- how fallen!

The building stood with its 'gable end' towards the road, which ran north
and south, so that the edifice was longest from east to west. The entrance
was upon the west end. Just within the door was a samall hall, from which in
a southerly direction ascended the stairs, Off this hall were closets, one
north and the other on the south, which were repositories of extra garments,
dinner baskets etec. The morth one was devoted to the use of the ladies; the
other to the gentlemen, At the head,the stairs turned east,and there was
another small hall containing one window, through which you must pass by a
northerly course to the stairway leading to the next story...... the upper
rooms were occupied by ladies attending the school.

Across, or on the east side of the hall,.......is the door to the school-
T'0OM.sssse The desks are arranged so as to face this door which is in the
corner, leaving room for a platform upon which teachers stand and on which
scholars stand when using the 'blackboard' which runs along the whole side of
the room save the two doors..... I have been thus particular in my description
in order that the reader may be fully able to understand the scenes narrated
in these pageS.issses

P Lo
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As I reached the landing, the Principal espied me and came to the door.
+.soHe shook hands with me and invited me into the schoolroom, I intre-
. duced myself and explained the object of my visit. Mr. Ripley (for that was
the name of the Principal) showed me a seat and handed me the afternoon pa-
per with which to busy myself while he finished hearing a recitation.

While he was thus engaged I will describe his general characteristics. He
was about five feet ten inches in height, large frame, slight stoop to his
sholders, which was habitual, and had a way of holding his head erect, which,
contrasted with the stoop of his shoulders was ludicrous and gave him the appear-
ance of one who is perpetually listening to overhear what others are saving.
#is features were somewhat wrinkled, there was a tame expression of the eye,
and the perceptive faculties were apparently not very fully developed-~all
told of a weak intellect, which, as usual with that class, are capable only of
deep-rooted prejudices that reason or sense cannot remove....At the same
time I took opportunity to look around the room and see who were there., 1 found
but one boy, but a large mumber of girls, as many as twenty-five....Mrs. Ripley
(the wife of the principal) taught in the school, hearing most of the ladies
in their classes, so that Mr, Ripley's time was not entirely occupied and,
having attended his class, he returned to me and we held a long conversation
together, I told him that I desired to study Algebra, Geometry, and Latin,

He informed me that Mrs, Ripley would instruct me in Latin, while he himself
would attend to my mathematicS....

We began conversing upon experiences when I had attended school at Gas-
port two years before. During our conversation on this subject, Mr. Ripley
casually remarked that he had heard....that I had progressed farther than
Mr. Barker (who was the teacher) was himself versed. Afterwards, when I re-
verted to this point, I thought I had obtained the key to all Mr. Riplev's
{11-treatment of me; for I reasoned thus: Teachers naturally feel sympathy
for each other: (knowing the trials of the teacher's life)....When school
was out I told Mr. Ripley that I shovld commence my attendance on the ensuing
Monday.

Chapter lst
In School

Monday morning, on which I intended to commence school, came and with it
a heavy rain shower or storm, the first in many weeks.... I had t0.....s
cateh a horse from the lot to go to Gasport. I would not have been to the trou-
ble of hitching up a horse, had I not wanted to carry my books, for the horses
were nearly a mile away, Father drove me down in order to take the bugey backesss
Reaching Gasport, I at once took my books and went up stairs....l placed
my dinrer basket and overcoat in our closet and proceeded to the schoolroom,
and took a seat about midway down the aisle....Mr. Ripley came and con-
versed at every interval between recitations. He wanted me to take book-keeping
or chemistry, but I told him that in these I was thoroughly educated. George
Renwee came in....and took a seat beside me. Before long Mr, Ripley came
over to our side of the house to see about our Latin, George manifested a de-
sire to read'Virgil'in which the teacher seemed willing to oblige him, but 1
objected, as T knew my own nescience, and knew too, that Mr. Rerwee was not as
far advanced as I was. So it was decided that we should read in the I reader!.
At last noon came. A larpe mumber of scholars lived at such distances
from the school that they....brought their dinners to school. A1l partook
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of their meal in the scheelroom and as we were sitting there, I noticed that
one of the girls manifested a particular desire to become acquainted with me.
veeo] made some answer but so delicately was it worded that I conceived I
could give offence to no one. of the ladies of the school (for I made up my
mind to treat them all so that they could not speak ill of me) s... My rea-
son being based on the argument--'Too much attention to one is apt to dis-
gust others!!

ssses Luesday morning Mr. Ripley examined Ceorge and me in Algebracssss
George could answer no question asked of him while I answered both those pro-
pounded to him and me also. We commenced at the beginning and looked over as
far as Simple Equations....After this, Mr. Ripley spoke to me of Geometry,
and I told him I had nearly completed the study but would like to review;
where I would commence I would decide the next morning if it made no differ-
ence to him. He replied that....he hoped I would commence at the first
point which I did not thoroughly understand., I laughingly said, "If not be-
fore that I shall not, perhaps, need to commence at all." "Wery well," he
answered smilingly, "act on your own judgment"....

Wednesday morning, our examination in Algebra was contimed. George be-
came puzzled and had to stop at 'Equations containing two or more unknown quan-
tities.' I went along easily enough,....but when I arrived in the examination
at the chapter of 'Robinson's University Algebra', headed 'Pure Equations',

I told Mr. 7ipley that I thought I had better commence here so as to be sure
of what I went oVerss..My studies were all above the rest of the school, there
being only a class in Algebra (a primary work) commencing, and three girls
in Physiology., Miss Albright studies Natural Philosophy. These were the high-
est studies. lMiss Shippen studied French and several took misic lessons of &
Migs Perkins who came down from Lockport twice or three times a week.
eesshearing that lMdss Albright could easily borrow for me the works of
Thomas Paine, I asked her to do so0....I took opportunity to read in these
books and liked the course of Mr. Paine during Our Revolution as detailed in
those pages. These works did not embrace 'The Age of Reason' which is so much
condemned by all good people. I desired to obtain this, also, even though T
could not endorse its sentiments, yet I, having heard so much of it, wished
to know its real character....

This afternoon the ladies had a paper which was entitled 'The Acorn'., I
had written an article....which was headed 'Our Privileges'....lMr. Ripley,
after reading the paper, called on Geopge to declaim, to which he responded
with a discourse on the difference between the glory of Scott and Wellington.
Next I was called upon and favored them with 'Sparticus to the (ladiators’'.

....During the week, I had importuned Mr, Ripley to allow us (the boys)
to have a paper. Hé had consented, after having urged that he thought we should
be unable to sustain it; and receiving this reply from me, 'If necessary, I,
alone, can write a sufficient mmber of articles to sustain it'. His parting
shaft was, 'If it is sustained, you'll have to do that.' The point....settled
the boys chose me for their Editor....It was decided to call our paper 'The
Gak' I

Chapter 2nd
The Rest of the Events of a Fortnight

vesoIn my own class in Geometry (in which I was alone), I made excellent
progress, talking ten or twelve Propositions to a lesson and moving right along.
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ssese During the week Mr. Ripley went to Lockport and I took occasion to
send for a Logic and Rhetoric as I designed to pursue these studies, He pur-
chased for me those written by 'Choppee' as they were the text-books commonly
used,

sssee I liked Fayette Shippen very well for she was always so light-heart-
ed and joyous; but then nothing about her betokened any great lilkding for my
society and so I concluded not to foster the little germs of friendship that
were springing up for her,

4 liked Hattie very well for she seemed so good and kindly disposed towards
me, yet she possessed not enough beauty and learning for my fastidious taste.
Celia, although not handsome, was intelligent, and could appreciate intellect-
ual worth. She used pretty good language and at this point I measured people
somewhat by their conversational powers. In fact, I grew to like Celia quite
well. She seemed to be informed on all the topics of general interest which
were moving the people and, moreover, her political views coincided with mine,
and I was mad on politics in 186k,

Chapter 3rd
New Scholars

The next Monday we had an addition to our school. My cousin, H.0.Sibley,
who lived at Royalton Center, two miles east of my residence on the Lewiston
Road, was one, He took the notion into his head that he could walk four miles
to school without seriocusly discommoding himself....cse

Henry was a tall and rather slim young man, not differing in physical cone
gtruction from any other tall person, yet in the mental nature he was essential-
1y an oddity. There was no subject on which he could not say something, and
say it well, He was wersed in all History amd Literature; indeed he had read
all the works of the great poets and some he could repeay 'ab initio ad finem'

The Ei.rlﬂ ssssnes seemed to hold in their hearts a HGITOT_&HB fEF Hanrj"
which was caused by his excessive logquaciousnesS.sssee

Turing this week I was busy with my paper, at every opportunityecsses
Celia had written a composition for my paper which I regarded as very good for
I had to make but few'finishing touches' to make it quite presentable., lenry
wrote some for me, and Ceorge gave me a composition which I was obliged to spend
more time in arranging than T should have required to have written two of wequal
length, This was the only assistance which I had in my paper. I wrote all the
rest and also one for the'Acorn' entitled 'The Temple'ssesosss

Friday afterncon came in the course of events. The 'Acorn' was read and
I wag then called upon to read the '0ak'., The ladies up to this time read their
compositions from the originals, I set them an example by copying mine upon a
quire of Congress letter paper tied with blue ribtbon.. The ladies were behind
in the excellence of their paper although there were twenty of them and only
two of us.

Chapter Lth
Honntonous Weeks

The next weeks the usual studies occupied our minds.....Henry and I studied
our lessone in Latin together. The order of our recitations was thusjy first
in the morning Algebra occupying about an hour. All of us recited at the same
time but each was considered as a separate class.....Henry and I recited in
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Logic; we were using two works...; we compared them and learnmed as mch as
we could from each others books in addition to what our own contained...ee
In Geometry, I went along with greater rapidity than eould be expected even
of one reviewing, until I arrived at the Fifth Book and then I had to check
my pace some although I didn't allow anyone to suppose that it was the first
time I had been over it, for I still moved rapidly,
In ﬂgebm, I sisen kﬂpt on with the same EPBﬂ;inli t-h:l."m.lgh the bDDk,
without the assistance from the teacher or any one else, I will explain this-
In the beginning ...., I began to have some suspicions of the capabilities
of Mr, Ripley as a teacher, for this reason: whenever George asked a question
on any point he would ask me to answer it and explain the difficult passageS....
2ndlv: After I left that class, the manner in which Mr. R- taught George
was still more suspicious.... He proceeded slowly, to read the demonstration
lines and read them over again, never at any time saying one single word in
explanation and George all the time puzzled,
3rdly: In his other classes (arithmetic) the boys would find examples
which they would be unable to solve.... He would study on them awhile and then
say 'I'll do it for you pretty soon. I haven't time now' , and leave them,
They came to me after the Principal had left them. I usually did them readily,

and always did them..eews

EtH}y: He was hearing George explain an example in Algebra.... Now anyone
at all acquainted with Alpgebra would have seen the fallacy (of George's solu=-
tion); on the contrary, he said to George,'All right', and it passed unnoticed.,

This, the last and crowning proof, entirely removed any sparks of confidence
which still remained..... So when I came to those parts of Algebra of which I
knew nothing, I moved on as if it was as familiar to me as the alphabet, I
would set down the statement of my example, then write out immense mumbers of
figures, sometimes covering more than half of the blackboard written very fine.
I would add, subtract, mltiply, divide, extract roots, and raise to powers,
in wild profusion, Having finished, I would take a'pointer' and invent a
very smooth flowing demonstration oceupying fifteen or twenty mimtes, always
arriving at a correct answer which I had in my head from the beginning.......

For quite a time, I had a large amount of confidence in Mrs. Ripley but
sssas My suspicions were aroused in Latin class..... Occasionally, I did not
have time to translate the whole of my lesson., In these cases I read the whole
as though I had studied it. Even then, she made no comment except 'Very well!l'
+ssse After this, T began to read whole lessons without having even looked at
them and I received the same comments from her,

Now that I had ascertained that the teachers were incompetent, I grew to
be careless of rules and orders, Sometimes we all got to throwing notes in
school and a great deal of time we were making fun with the girls across the
seats..... 50 the minor acts passed into History.

Chapter 5th
Celia and I

«ssss I have mentioned before that I was becoming very much interested in
Celia (not in love with her, for I never fell in love with anyone who was not
handsome, and she was not, verv ) ..... Louise said all thought that Celia and
I were in love....,. I liked her because I liked Literature 80 well ...... But as
for loving her ..... it is absurd., My life, my powers, my mind and soul are all
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bent on a Literary career and I camnot be so foolish as to fall in love...s I
intended no flirtation with Celia; only to converse and draw out ideas upon
the all-absorbing topics to which I devote my life.

I cared not for her and soon she will be forgotten while I go on up the
steep and rugged 'Hill of Seience',"l

1. Frank J.V.Sibley, "A History of the Fall Term of Gasport Academy in the
year 186L4", ("Royalton: written by the Author. Not published or intended to
bes 186L").
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CHAPTER VII

FROM FARM TO FAME

In the century which has passed since the Sibley cousins walked to the
Gasport Academy, the family name seems to have disappeared from the area.
fowever, the mention of H. 0. (Henry) calls to attention mmerous incidents
in the memory of some of the residents.

The Sibley window in the Royalton Methodist Church bears the name of his
father, Orrin, who according to the census records of 1860, was a farmer own-
ing property valued at $5000.

Mr. W. D. LaBar, of Rochester, a former resident of McNalls Corners,
remembers him as "a very aristocratic looking man with a close shaven beard,"

Mr. Hagadorn, eighty-five years of age, tells that H. 0. was his first
teacher, and was "real smart". He had Latin "and all those things down
fine", and used to pick words apart and explain the Latin meanings. Once
a book salesman, "who thought he was real smart", stopped at school. Mr,
Sibley started talking Latin to him and called him a "glute" and it did not
take the salesman long to leave.

Mr. Sibley exhibited a remarkable sense of humor and had nicknames for
many of his scholars. One boy, named Andrew Good, became "General Andrew
Jackson',

There was always a Friday afternocon story, of which Mr. Hagadorn re-
calls this favorite: "A man went into a mine or cave with a spool of string
to prevent him from becoming lost. In the cave, he met all kinds of demons
and monsters. When he came out, he grabbed a big sword and "BING!", he

killed the demon." Mr. Hagadorn says,"He was a regular old Abe Lincoln."

L
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After teaching in the common schools of Royalton® Mr, Sibley went to Syra-
cuse University where he became a "big man". On one occasion when he returned
to Royalton for a visit, he noticed the picture of one of the local citizens
painted on the side of an "out-house", When he learned that Mr. Hagadorn had
painted it, Mr. Sibley said,"Let me take that bay to Syracuse with me., He
can tend fires and work for me and I'1l send him to art school." When the boy's
father replied, "No, he mist go on the meat wagon", certainly a great oppor-
tunity was lost., Although Mr., Hagadorh's talent for art has lacked any formal
training, he has pursued oil painting as a hobby for many years, and has com-
pleted mumerous remarkable works.

Mr, Sibley entered Syracuse University with the class of 1889, and was
elected the first librarian of the won Ranke Library at the University before
graduation, He classified the library according to original methods.

Sibley was a composer of marked repute. Among his works were, "The Pan-
ther" and "The Pleasures of Education", a poem of two thousand lines.

In 1891-1893, Sibley pursued a post-graduate course at the University and
was given his doctor's degree on the presentation of a Latin thesis.

Dean Frank Smalley said of him:

"Sibley was one of the brightest and most pop-~
ular men that ever crossed the threshold of Syracuse Uni=-
versity. In his work he was careful and accurate, and I
have never seen a more brilliant mind than his, His
learning was prodigious in languages and in English he
was exceptionally bright. The Faculty all admired him
and he was admired by his classmates., It was because

of his linguistic ability that he was elected librarian
of the University. His knowledge of literature was

1. Anonymous, "Royalton Ripples", Lockport Daily Journal, March 10, 1880.
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amazing and he himself was no mean poet."l
Portraits of Dr. and Mrs. Sibley hang in the library of the School of
Library Science at Syracuse University.?2
0f Henry's cousin, Frank J. V. Sibley, every recollection seems to have
disappeared from the area. However, from the Niagara County Directory of
1869, it was learned that he still resided at McNalls Corners and that he was

a General Insurance Agent. It was only a chance search of Who's Who in Amer-

dca which completed his story. His climb up the "Hill of Science" resulted
in this refererce.

"Sibley, Frank J.-mining engineer-born in Royalten,
New York, on August 11, 18L7. Educated in high schools
with post-graduate courses im science and engineering.
Married Alice K. Barney, 1866 and Mrs. Mary Charlton Ed-
holm, 1905, President and general manager of Copper
Creek (Arizona) Mining Company, general manager of Minn-
esota=Arizona Copper Company. For more than thirty years
prominent leader in termperance and prohibition work.
Secretary, State Prohibition Commission of New York, 1876-
1877, Kansas 1880, Grand Chief Templar, Grand Templars
of Nebraska 1881-1886 and in Georgia 1693-1897. Chair-
man, State Prohibition Commission of California, 1900C.
Founded several nggzpapers. Author of What Prohibition
Did For Kansas, 1886, Life of John BE. Finch »
Templar at ﬁurﬁ, 1890.” Home in Copper Grﬂeﬁ, Arizona,
Office, o5 Broad Street, lNew York, New York."3

Upon learning the above information, it was possible to ascertain the lo-
cation of his early home at McNalls Corners, and that his father was a farmer

and a minister of the Gospel.h

1. The abave was taken from a newspaper clipping, April 1905.

2. A1l information concerning Mr. Sibley at Syracuse University was
learned from correspohdence with Dr. Florence Van Hdsen, Professor in the
School of Iibrary Science.

3. Who's Who in Ameriea, vol. VIII, 191L-1915

i, ¥iagara County Directory, 1869
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Location of home of Frank J. V. Sibley, 186L
Location of home of Henry 0. Sibley, 186L
Site of Royalton Centre Acadery

Site of Gasport Academy




CONCLUSTONS

There seems to be no more fittinc conclusion to this study of the early

]

education in Niapara County, and partieularly in the Town of Royalton, than

&0

the words of Mr, James Atwater in his story:

"Our schools are the bulwarks of our national safety.
Stronger than armies and navies, they must have our con-
gstant and fostering care, Their success guring the last
century should be the assurance of greater success during
the century to come, "1

. 1. Atwater, op. cit. , pe 51
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