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James P. Cornes lived from 1845-1934 and was the son of Thomas and Sarah Cornes. Thomas was
prominent in village business and civic affairs. His son James was also prominent in the village and a
veteran of the Civil War. In this body of work he talks about those early days in the village. He speaks
about the people and places, as well as stories of his boyhood. What we believe is that much of what is
written appeared in the Brockport Democrat. Which in circa 1925 merged with the Brockport Republic
and all the old original papers were lost. Later on Harold Dobson and A.B. Elwell gathered this body of
work of James Cornes and re-typed it into this one piece of work. As one can see at one point in this
body of work we see that it starts to repeat with small changes. We believe this was kept in by Harold
Dobson and A.B. Elwell to show some sort of draft material James Cornes had.



James Cornes Reminiscences

Note:

This is a rough version to get this document out we will have a more complete version out in time.

Elections: early, Sweden Center: p3
Cornes intro: p4

Early Town of Sweden and early recollections:
p5

The old college and holidays: p16
The town around the college: p22
Tom Buckley and snakes: p25
Tight rope fever: p 38

More on some of the homes and people in the
early years: p31

Prominent men: p34
Early businesses: p38
Canal swimming story: 41

The burning of the distillery and slaughter
house of Thomas Cornes: 52

Hunting: 58
Homes and commons of Brockport: 59

Train accident and the Canal swimming story
part Il: 63

Wicks, Paterson Theatrical Company, other
business and people: 71

Playing hooky from school: 77

More people of Brockport including the only
slave owning family: 84

The old Cocoonery: 85

Ned Parks and hunting: 86

More people of Brockport including the freed
slaves and Indians: 88

The office of Canal collector: 90

John Owens: 94

The office of Canal collector part II: 95
Note to readers: 96

Railway station and hotels: 97

Stories of the business men and firms of
Brockport: 103

A message to critics of his articles: 114

More Stories of the business men and firms of
Brockport: 115

Another message to critics of his articles: 118
The west side: 119

Loops to the beginning: 124
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