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Toowoomba Students of Japanese Survey Date Grade

School Name

Below are beliefs that some people have about learning foreign languages.

Read each statement and then decide if you:

Wh W=

strongly agree

agree

neither agree nor disagree
disagree

strongly disagree

There are no right or wrong answers. We are simply interested in your opinions. Circle each
answer. Questions 4 and 11 are slightly different and you should mark them as indicated.

1.

2.

oo Ty

U1

10.

ooOo Ly

It is easfer for children to learn a foreign language.
1 2 3 4 5
Some people have a special ability for learning foreign languages.
1 2 3 4 5
Some languages are easier to learn than others.
1 2 3 4 5
Japanese is:
a very difficult language
a difficult language
a language of medium difficulty
an easy language
a very easy language

It is important to speak a foreign language with an excellent accent.
1 2 3 4 5

It is necessary to know about a foreign cuiture in order to speak a foreign language.
1 2 3 4 5

You shouldn't say anything in the foreign language until you can say it correctly.

2 3 4

It is easier for someone who already speaks a foreign language to learn another one.

1 2 3 4 5
. It is better to learn a foreign language in the foreign country.

i 2 3 4 5

It's OK to guess If you don't know a word in the foreign language.
1 2 3 4 5

. If someone spent one hour a day learning a language how Jong would it take him or her

to speak the language very well?

Less than a year

1-2 years

3-5 years

5-10 years

You can't learn a language in 1 hour a day

12 Learning a foreign language is mostly learning a lot of new vocabulary words.

1 2 3 4 5
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13. It is important to repeat and practice a lot.
i 2 3 4 5
14. If you are allowed to make mistakes in Japanese in the beginning, it will be hard
to get rid of them later.

1 2 3 4 5
15, Learning a foreign language is mostly learning a lot of grammar rules, .
1 2 3 4 5
16, It is important to practice with cassettes or tapes.
1 2 3 4 5
17. Women are better than men at learning foreign languages.
1 2 3 4 5
18. It is easier to speak than to understand a foreign language,
1 2 3 4 5
19. Learning a foreign language is different from learning other school subjects.
2 3 4 5
20. Learning another language is a matter of translating from English.
1 2 3 4
21, If I learn Japanese very well, I will have better opportunities for good job.
1 2 3 4
22. 1t s easler to read and write a language than to speak and understand it.
1 2 3 4 5
23. People who are good at mathematics or science are not good at learning foreign
languages.
1 2 3 4 5
24. Australians think that it is important to speak a foreign language.
1 2 3 4 5
25. People who speak more than one language well are very intelligent.
1 2 3 4 5
26. Australians are good at learning foreign [anguages.
1 2 3 4 5
27. Everyone can learn to speak a foreign language.
1 2 3 4 5
28. 1 feel timid speaking Japanese with other people.
1 2 3 4 5
259. I would like to learn Japanese so that I can get to know Japanese better,
1 2 3 4 5
30. I want to learn to speak Japanese well,
1 2 3 4 5
31. I would like to have Japanese friends,
1 2 3 4 5
32. I believe that I will learn to speak Japanese very well.
1 2 3 4 5
33. I enjoy practicing Japanese with the Japanese I meet.
1 2 3 4 5
34 1 have a special ability for learning foreign languages.
1 2 3 4 5
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Beliefs of Australian Elementary and Secondary Students
Regarding Japanese Language Study

Hisayo Yokobayashi  L.Dennis Woolbright

< Abstract >

Australia ranks third in the world in regards to the number of Japanese learners in the world. The
overwhelming majority of these learners are elementary and secondary students. To date there has been little
research into Japanese language study for this age group. Therefore this study examines “beliefs” of learners
of the Japanese langnage attending four private elementary and secondary schools in the city of Toowoomba,
Queensland, Australia. First the “beliefs” are considered as a whole, ‘then they are examined by the following
classifications, individual schools, requited or elective courses, boy’s and girl’s schools and finally coed schools.
Private schools are of said to have a freer curriculum than public schools. This tendency was shown in the
objectives of the students for studying the Japanese language, which were mainly international exchange, culture
study and on the personal level making Japanese friends. The surveys as well as our own observations indicate
that these goals are being met. It is often said that young students are not well motivated to study foreign
languages, however according to the results of the surveys these students have much interest and high motivation
to study the Japanese language.

Keywords: elementary and secondary Japanese language education, private school students,
student’s beliefs, inter-cultural understanding, motivation
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