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James Merrill - the poet




James Merrill Papers




The Ouija Board and “The Book of
Ephraim”




Collaboration: faculty, students & staff
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Faculty

Initial direction for project

Help set priorities

Recruit undergraduate/
graduate students

Liaison with Merrill’s
literary executors

Students

Digitize transcripts, drafts,
and other materials (1700+
pages)

OCR and transcription
(Section A completed)

Set up comparison of drafts
using Juxta collation
software

Staff

Organize and provide access
to paper materials

Train students on scanning,
transcription, and encoding

Create TEI XML document

models

Oversee creation of Omeka
digital exhibit - design,
custom coding,
configuration of plug-ins




Students: images + metadata

Manuscripts Digitized Items - MSS083

Title:
Divine Comedies - Typescripts/manuscripts - "The Book of Ephraim"

Creator:

Merrill, James
Contributor:

Publisher:

Date:
undated

‘;'fu-. N > 55 i ' Subject:
s out Eepanred my -eick (homesi ) Merrill, James, 1926-1995--Divine Comedies

Description:

Typescript draft--recto only; Each leaf of draft has a holograph (page) number in the upper lefthand corner of recto;

pencil is used for corrections to draft; Greek inscription in red pen by Merrill to Manos Karastefaris on title page, June
12, 1975.

4 Insert item
Source:

James Merrill Papers (MSS083) folder 5394.2

Coverage:

Physical Format and Extent:
60 letter-size leaves of draft. Recto only.

Digital Format and Extent:
60 jpeg images. 600ppi

Genre Type:
Manuscripts

«

Format Type:
text

“«

Language:
English




Digital Archi

D 7 (7
< ey 43 Materials for The Book of Ephraim
tarr: '
*
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Omeka Tk
The twenty-two selections of manuscripts and

OUIJA TRANSCRIPTS
typescripts to which we link here are keyed to
THE BOOK OF EPHRAIM bl s aon zed okTe
'y Y AR Book of Ephraim.
ABOUT MERRILL'S WORK -

Gathered in this section are several groups of
JAMES MERRILL RESOURCES B A manuscripts and typescripts that illustrate several

i | mteats rila iy stages in the development of the poem, drawn

from various sections of The Book of Ephraim,
with a few relevant Ouija transcript materials.
There are also a few materials at the end of this
section of the archive which indicate early work
looking forward towards Mirabell and The
Changing Light at Sandover. We have used the
letters that mark each section of The Book of
Ephraim, e.g. "A" begins the first section with
“Admittedly | err . . ." and B with “Backdrop,” to
indicate the relationship between the drafts in the
archive and the finished poem, and to give shape
to the portion of materials in Merrill's process
archived here. Like Merrill, we have also drawn
from other characters on the Ouija board to
indicate other materials (“0" “&") where
appropriate, usually reflecting either Ouija
transcripts, or drafts from works that look outside
The Book of Ephraim.

ABOUT THE DIGITAL ARCHIVE

CONTACT & CREDITS

We have not sought to provide explanatory
commenitary on these manuscripts, although in a
few instances we offer some orientation as to
what stage in composition is witnessed by a
given image.




THE BOOK OF EPHRAIM |

Merrill’s first epic poem, part of his Pulitzer Prize-winning book, Divine Comedies
Chronicles the Ouija sessions of Merrill and his partner conversing with the spirit, Ephraim
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OUIJA TRANSCRIPTS |

Merrill transcribed each Quija session by hand, then typed the transcripts up later for use in his poetry
The James Merrill Papers hold over 500 leaves of transcripts, all available in the JMDA

The degree of my failure cannot be appreciated without

a fuller account of the novel I had begun to write. -}mﬁntlent
/f( - MH N bt i O~ iee No=s MERRILL IN PROCESS
of enﬁh@e&&;&g harrativgeffects in-our bentufy -

Notes, manuscripts and typescripts documenting the development of each section of the poem
Curated by Washington University graduate students - a work-in-progress



MERRILL IN PROCESS

Ouija Transcripts
OUTJA TRANSCRIPTS Sections are labeled by archival folder number, which are arranged by format (bound, notebook, and
looseleaf) and then chronologically within each group.
THE BOOK OF EPHRAIM
Folder 2955 1975:11 May - 1977: 3 November; 1990: 7 April
ABOUT MERRILL'S WORK
] Folder 2956 1977: September 16 - 1987: February 22
JAMES MERRILL RESOURCES
L 2
t a * ABOUT THE DIGITAL ARCHIVE Folder 2957 1977: May 19 - 1977: May 29.
CONTACT & CREDITS Folder 2958 1978: July 28 - 1979: 16 March.

O m e ‘ < : ] Folder 2959  1980: July 31 - 1986: 7 March

Folder 2960 1978: 1980: August 27 - 1994: 15 September.
h B b 2 t Folder 2961 1980: October 19 - 1981: March 17, n.d.

eX 1‘ 1‘ Folder 2963 1983: 28 January - 1992: 3 September.

Folder 2964 1986: 16 December - 1991: 2 September

Folder 2965 1988: 13 January - 1990: 14 October

Folder 2966 1991:5 January - 1992: 19 March

Folder 2967 1953: 14 November - 1994: 15 September

Folder 2968 1955: 2 September ‘

Folder 2969 1961: 18 October - 1985: 25 August

Folder 2970 1953: 11 July -1979: September 2

Folder 2971 1935;1968: 22 July

Folder 2972 1935;1968: 22 July

Folder 2973 1975: 2 March - 1966: 11 September

Folder 2974 1979: 16 September - 1986: 7 March

Folder 2975 1979: 12 August - 1985: 1 March



Staff:
Omeka
exhibit

MERRILL IN PROCESS

OUIJA TRANSCRIPTS

THE BOOK OF EPHRAIM

ABOUT MERRILL'S WORK

JAMES MERRILL RESOURCES

ABOUT THE DIGITAL ARCHIVE

CONTACT & CREDITS

Ouija Transcripts
Sections are labeled by archival folder number, which are arranged by format (bound, notebook, and
looseleaf) and then chronologically within each group.

Folder 2955 1975:11 May - 1977: 3 November; 1990: 7 April

View Folder 2955

Title
Ouija Material - Ouija Transcripts - pages 1-184

Subject Merrill, James, 1926-1995--Ouija Material
Subject Authority: LCSH

Description

Bound typescript manuscript; typescript on recto only; black binding; James Merrill
Connecticut address in handwritten with purple pen on inside of front cover; red pen
holograph notes also on inside of front cover; holograph corrections in pencil, red and
black pen on recto and verso; holograph page numbers written in black pen in upper
righthand corner of manuscript; yellow and pink highlighter used throughout manuscript;
woman's facial image sketched on verso of manuscript; other images sketched on recto
and verso; James Merrill letterhead with typescript and holograph corrections taped to
verso of manuscript; newspaper clipping taped to verso side;

Creator
Merrill, James

Source
James Merrill Papers (MSS083) folder 2955

Date
1975:11 May - 1977: 3 November; 1990: 7 April

Rights

Anyone who wishes to use any item from this digital exhibit, in whole or in part, in any
form of publication (as defined in Washington University Libraries Special Collections
Manuscript Publication Rules) should first apply for permission utilizing The Wylie
Agency Permissions Web page. Requester must also submit a completed and signed
Request to Quote from or Otherwise Publish the James Merrill Papers form to the
Washington University Department of Special Collections. Any publication beyond the
provisions of the fair use doctrine is restricted to those who have obtained permission of
The Literary Estate of James Merrill at Washington University.

Relation Series Ill Ouija Materials
Format

text
184 letter-size pages. Recto only.
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Students & Staff: encoding + guidelines

<pb facs="MSS083_5398 TheBookofEphraimDrafts_120.jpg"/>
<addSpan xml:id="a_5402_237_5398_120_05" spanTo="#a_5402_237_5398_120_06" place="headmiddle" rendition="#pen-
cil"/>
<|><del rend="strikethrough"><unclear reason="illegible" quantity="4" unit="chars"/>of</del>
<subst>
<add place="superlinear">the very</add>
<del rend="strikethrough"><unclear/></del>
</subst> individuality</I>
<I><del rend="strikethrough">The very personality | <unclear reason="illegible" quantity="2" unit="words"/></del></I>
on="illegible" quantity="1" unit="chars"/></I>
<I>longed to be free of. What I'd written</I>
<anchor xml:id="a_5402_237_5398_120_06"/>
<note type="authorial" place="marginright" rendition="#pencil">What I'd written</note>
<delSpan xml:id="a_5402_237_5398 120_07" spanTo="#a_5402_237_5398_120_08" rend="strikethrough" rendi-
tion="#pink-marker"/>
<I>The <del type="instant_correction" rend="crossed out" rendition="#typewriter">very</del> things | most yearned to tran-
scend.</I>
<anchor xml:iid="a_5402_237_5398_120_08"/>
<substJoin target="#a_5402_237_5398_ 120_05 #a_5402_237_5398_120_07"/>
<note type="authorial" place="marginright" rendition="#pencil"><del rend="strikethrough">drafts</del></note>
<I>My knack was for <soCalled>"word-painting."</soCalled> <subst rendition="#pencil">
<restore rend="strikethrough" rendition="#pencil"><add place="superlinear">
son="illegible" quantity="3" unit="words"/></add></restore>
<del rend="strikethrough">The scenes</del>
</subst><del rend="strikethrough" rendition="#pencil">| <subst rendition="#pencil">
<add>wrote</add>
<del>sketched</del>
</subst>,</del></I>

» ’A‘J,
: R e e e o
- o r ’ Rl COUTI W e

My knack was for '"word-painting." The scenes I sketched,



Faculty, statf, and students:
next steps :

-

XML encoding of all sections of The Book of Ephraim -
Incorporating Juxta comparisons into website

Magnifying glass/zoom feature for images ; e
@

Revising Merrill In Process to show Merrill’s iterative -
writing style :

James Merrill Symposium at Washington University,

October 22-23, 2015




Questions?

ssdavis @ wustl.edu : e
joelminor @ wustl.edu ®
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