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Accidental ingestion of tobacco products by children and awareness by

guardians of the hazard potential
Itsuko Yokota®, Kenichi Tsurusaki**, Narumi Sigihara

ABSTRACT The actual state of the accidental ingestion of tobacco products by children and
awareness of guardians against its hazards were investigated through a survey among guardians of
kindergarten-aged children,

Self-reporting questionnaires were distributed to the guardians of children enrolled in nurseries and
kindergartens. Responses of 417 guardians (response rate, 80.5 %)were analyzed. The total number
of children was reported to be 796 of which 72.2% were under 6 years of age.

The survey indicated that 64.3 % of families with preschool-age children had smoking members.
Accidental ingestion of tobacco products and the rate including attempted ingestion of tobacco were
reported in 15.7% and 28.7% of the families with smokers, respectively, With regard to storage of
tobacco and ashtrays, 36.2 % of the families with smokers did not store these out of the reach of
children, and 7.5 % were unaware of the need for a separate storage area. 84.0 % of the families with
smokers agreed that children should be protected from passive smoking for maintaining good health
and growth. However, only 25.0 % of the families with smokers had a guardians who actally
protected children from passive smoking.
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