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CHAPTER I
ST, LOUIS AT THE FOUNDING OF THE UNITED HEBREW
CONGREGATION IN 181011

The problem of the Jewish people throughout the ages
has been that of survival and of keeping their own identity
among other peoples of the earth. The United Hebrew Congre-
gation of 8t, Louis is the result of one group's efforts
to keep the Jewish faith despite the hardships of frontier
community life. The fact that it survived its meager be-
ginnings of twelve men in 1841 to boast today the largest
membership of any Jewish synagogue in the St. Louls area
is a credit to the congregation. This thesis will describe
in detail a very important portion of its early, colorful
history, from the organization of the synagogue in 1841
until the achlevement of its first dream--the construc-
tion of its own house of worship in 1859.

Yet, these facts only whet one's curiosity to de-
termine what religious facilities were avallable to the
members so that they could keep their faith, and to what
degree they did so. The Jews' efforts to accomplish
the latter is difficult to determine, since this matter
presents a problem encountered throughout the thesis,
namely, the absence of sufficient early records of early
St. Louis Jewry. The chief sources of information for
this thesis were the manuscript congregational minute

1 This thesis was prepared under the direction of
Dr. Ralph P. Bieber. The author and Dr., Bieber located
manuseript records in the basement of the United Hebrew
Congregation., Without this material this thesis could
not have been written,











































































































































































CHAPTER II
JEWISH BELIEPS AND HISTORY IN AMERICA
UNTIL 1841

To understand the establishment and early history
of a Jewish congregation in St, Louls 1in its proper per-
spective, it 1s necessary to make a statement of the Jewish
religious beliefs and traditions, and the Israelite venture
in the United States until 1841,

At the time of the congregation's organization in
1841, traditional Judaisu--literal interpretation of God's
laws--was the only concept accepted by all the Jewish syna-
gogues in the United States of which we have record, with
the exception of one organized body of worshippers. Thus,
Abraham, according to Piblical account, was the first Jew
and therefore the Father of Judaism, He was the first
person to conceive of the idea of one eternal God, a God
who was in the beginning the sole Creator of the Universe,
and who continually remains as our Father, our King, our
Judge, and our Redeemer to all men in all generations,
Abraham followed these tenets and others; then handed
them down to his son, Isaac; and hence to the latter's
son, Jacob, and the other patriarchs of Judaisu, Very
important in this handing down of faith was the bellef
that the Land of Israel was given to Abraham and his future
generations as an inheritance from the Almighty, Any other
lands that the Je.ish people might dwell in were to be con-
sidered as a "galut” or exile,

From the time of Abraham it became inherent in the










































Thus the rabbi and other religious officials were
definitely at the mercy of the chief congregation official,
Besides the President, the officers usually included the
Treasurer, Secretary, and Trustees.

It is significant that Wise attributed the eagerness
to achlieve this autoeratic position as the fundamental cause
of the multiplication of congregations in the uuu."uu
8 factor for the splitting of synagogues was the diverse
national backgrounds of the members and the resulting
prejudices they carried with them from their old homelands,
Sometimes this caused a dispute over which prayer should
be said and when, BEach group, following the custom, or
“minhag," 1t was used to, wished to have its own minhagim
(customs) observed generally. lom.'ihl\'illm
among the immigrants that occasionally a fight broke out,
Wise vividly mentioned such a situation occourring in New
York City on Kol Nidre evening, the service starting the
Day of Atonement: '
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52
rose to the occasion also, es it demonstrated it was flex-
ible enough to exist even though changes were made in its
traditional laws, Needless to say, the reforms or changes
in Judaism helped cause as much division and bad feeling
between early-American Jews as any natlonal or geographical
minhag (custom) ever had doue.

But before trends in Judalsm can be more fully
explained, 2 more ilmportant consideration is the early
history of the Jews in America and the date of the organ-
ization of the United Hebrew Congregation in relation to 1it,.
FPossibly there were several Jews in this country prior to
the first Jewish settlement in 1654, but as the noted
Jewish historian, Dr, Jacob R, Marcus, observed: "No
Jew was ever the firat Jow as there was always one there
unnu-.'” sh

The earliest known American permanent settler in
this case was Jacob Barsimson, who had been in the Dutch =
odqdhmtc"mleumuotmm.'J
It has been suggested with some measure of plausibility
that Barsimson had been sent out by the Duteh Jewish
leaders of Amsterdam to determine the possibilities of
an extensive Jewish immigration to their new colony on
the Hudson, New Amsterdam, With the fall of Duteh Brazil,
where many Jews had resided, to the anti-semitic nation
of Portugal it was imperative for the Hebrews in this

5

Marcus, I, 24,
ﬁ Goodman, .
Marcus, op. -
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m.mmu‘durulmmtmw
Qazette of June 21, 18484, giving one of the few deserip-
tions found of his character,

night, the 19 inst., in the Tist
sge, Nr. Joseph Philipson, the

on
year of his
deceased had for nearly forty years, a

in mercantile iness, was remarkable
or his and . highly
cultivated -=his fied manners--and

nsociety; but for the last twenty {un. he
© musiec,
uable collection
also

respect v:'o
This highly complimentary and lengthy obituary placed
Joseph Philipson among St. Louis' leading lights during
his 1ife in the city.

A possible indication of the interests, intellect,
and education of this Philipson is seen in the following
items left by him to be sold at auction: a plano valued
at §75; an encyclopedia of forty-six volumes; four dic-
tionaries; four music books; four lots of music; a Bible;
a Prench Grammar; a German Gremmar; a chemistry book; a
-ootw;-vol\-etmt'ltl les, and a large
collection of valuable old paintings. Thus it can be
gathered that he was linguistically and artistically

1 Ibid.
Iu te of Joseph Philipson, No, 1907, MS,












190 118
the business, although in 1826 a firm known as Block and

Philipson was in operation in this old tm.lglhnﬂnrho
continued his interests in the Philipson lead business
cannot be ascertained. lHowever he did live for a time in
Potosi, Missouri, where he might have had mining interests,
After getting married in the southern portion of the state
to Simon Blook's whr,ll;; returned to St. Louis and
resided there permanently. Whether his merchandising
career was now at an end is open to speculation, for a
receipt noting the purchase of a lNegro slave of the Lachanse
family from the firm of Block and Philipson in Sainte Gene-
vieve was discovered, dated July 12, igsﬁ Unfortunately,
the specific Philipson was not named,

Jacob soon gave up his career as a merchant and
becane a teacher, Being an accomplished nwut,lg: gave
instructions in English, German, and French, He lived for
mwmmnnuunmmmanggm
almost until the end he continued to give lessons, Much
of this time he was in financial distress. Perhaps he was
the poor Philipson inventor, referred to earlier in this
chapter. Similar to his brother Joseph, after the first
glow of success as a merchant, he lived out the rest of
his life in the shadow of poverty,



































































140
-llmntso14mumstm.3°6. 1540 he had
Joined the one block westward movement, situating himself
on North First ”M.mnl store coutained such items as
ladies satin, beaver hats, and boys' clothing., He ordered
his items, as apparently most merchants did, from the East.

It was in January, 1640, that the Daily Missouri
Republican announced this twenty-four year old merchant's
marriage:

Married
At uuovuzo, mmﬁra the 16 inst,

the Rev Solomon J. LEVI
u.m,mmw{com-um

mnorr. 13, domison, 28q. of Louls-

Whether this was a Jewish marriage in every sense 18
unknown; however the United Hebrew minutes speak of a Jew
named "Hasey,” who sold Matzah (Passover cakes) for the
mmw«mmgswmuunmm
Anerican Jewish historten, Issse Markens, described Levi as
a "lgg- Hebrew." He demonstrated his Jewish u.”-! his
work and contribution to the first Jewish cemetery. His

Trute Book
1.““:;&-0 &mofltémm.otmm
- . “’. m -
’ 2’ Markens, op. git., 108,

312 December 7, 1883,
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Three, The latter, Joseph, s:nd Mitohell Bomeisler, dealt
in property in thelr apparent short stay in the eity,
For instance, Josep: Bomeisler leased some land in 1838
near the corner of Pourth and Market, very soon to be the
new business area of the oity as mentioned in Chapter One,
H. Van Belil, anotier Philadelphian, was a merclant in 8%,
Louis sinee 1837 th his wife and two grown ochildren,
m’a’um.uummumn. Van Beil's daughter
married Joseph Levi in October, 1840 in St, Louls, The latter
was active in the local Boone Infantry, & volunteer military
group, serving as its secretary, Alexander Priedlander,
who also came from Phlladelphis sometime prior to 1840,
donated four dollars to the formation of a Jewish cemetery.
Unfortunately, he and W, B, Morris got in some local dif.
fioulty in mid-Cotober, 1840, this, nothing more was
heard of him,

Cne of the most known of the forwmer Priladelphia Jews
in St, Louls was Simon Grats Moses, who was the firet known

322 General X Records, p. 438, Ooffice of the Recorder
of Deeds, M33,, 5t, Louls City lall; General BE-2 Records, p.

o November 6, 1838,

1
Record of St. Louls County Court, Wo. 2,

- 1 .
d Ml” .:;.M- s Pe 360, Office of the
Recorder of Deeds, N3S,
August 22, 1840,
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the newspapers of the period presently under discussion, 1t
seens possible that Abreaham Myers was the Jew intended. S.,
or Sclomon, Harris was another charitable Isreelite in St.
Louis at the subscription meeting in lﬂo.js?h originally
arrived from Hartford, Connecticut, and was married in St.
Louis at the time of the Great Fire of 1849,

All Jews in St. Louls did not stay mtu.s&
John Meyer Levy was one of this group. He was born in 1820,
the son of Eve Worms and Meyer Levy, a London chasan, or
cantor, John Levy was educated in Amsterdam and Paris, and
came to 3t. Louis in 1637. Here, he met his future wife
Augusta, a girl of German descent, and they married. The
couple had a child named Willle, Levy was a successful
Indian trader, having gone to Prairie du Chien, Wisconsin,
and La Crosse by 1045 with his partner, Isasc Marks. In
1846 his family Joined him; and they were the fifth family
to settle in that city.

By 1636, C. Weinberg was in the city and was a
partner in a clothing concern, More will be said of him in
the next chapter, along with the following Jews in St. Louils
prior to 1841 who will be discussed individually in Chapter
Three: D. Levison, lenry Marks, Isaac Flateau, A. and 8,

g wﬂmm Ms., MMII’ City, Missouri.
Leeser, “Jews at St. Louls,” Cosident and Ameri-

% : Il‘“‘“" 510,




















































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































% 368
bardly could have been overiooked. TIherefore im August, 1855,
the United Nebrew swallowed its pride and Initiated actlon
which resulted in the reunion and sdmittence with fuil member-
ship of the rebeillous fectlion, which, sccording %o one source,
bad grown to twenty-five -un.mn & speclal meeting
ealled on August 5, iU55, specificalily to discuss the congree
gation's finsncial affalrs and 1ts adequacy to purchese =
selectsd plese of ground, a definite move was made for reunion,
Immediately after the object of the oall had been dlscuseed
and & comnittoe appointed to-purchese & certain plot of land,
the Ades Yeshurun Congregetion probiem was opened for dise
cussion, Apparently the difference of opinion was practically
dissolved, 5. L. Moses offered the following preasble and
resolution which was readily seconded by limon Abelest

f

sene

nes of opinioh and feelling existed between
and the major part of tie UKC which
sald =l ty to withdraw, the object
aroused this suspicion ls about to be
removed and as it 1s the desire of all
Israelites to iive and sct always in o

=ity ;oo: fellowship and unity amd,
to as
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p a8 those who have
by written appllication and inie
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