
University of Mary Washington
Eagle Scholar

Student Research Submissions

Spring 4-22-2016

Directing Eurydice
Julia Elise Wells

Follow this and additional works at: https://scholar.umw.edu/student_research

Part of the Theatre and Performance Studies Commons

This Honors Project is brought to you for free and open access by Eagle Scholar. It has been accepted for inclusion in Student Research Submissions by
an authorized administrator of Eagle Scholar. For more information, please contact archives@umw.edu.

Recommended Citation
Wells, Julia Elise, "Directing Eurydice" (2016). Student Research Submissions. 79.
https://scholar.umw.edu/student_research/79

https://scholar.umw.edu?utm_source=scholar.umw.edu%2Fstudent_research%2F79&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
https://scholar.umw.edu/student_research?utm_source=scholar.umw.edu%2Fstudent_research%2F79&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
https://scholar.umw.edu/student_research?utm_source=scholar.umw.edu%2Fstudent_research%2F79&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
http://network.bepress.com/hgg/discipline/552?utm_source=scholar.umw.edu%2Fstudent_research%2F79&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
https://scholar.umw.edu/student_research/79?utm_source=scholar.umw.edu%2Fstudent_research%2F79&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
mailto:archives@umw.edu


 DIRECTING EURYDICE

An honors paper submitted to the Department of Theatre and Dance

of the University of Mary Washington

 in partial fulfillment of the requirements for Departmental Honors

Julia Elise Wells

April 2016

 By signing your name below, you affirm that this work is the complete and final version
 of your paper submitted in partial fulfillment of a degree from the University of Mary
 Washington. You affirm the University of Mary Washington honor pledge: "I hereby declare
 upon my word of honor that I have neither given nor received unauthorized help on this
 work."

Julia Elise Wells
(digital signature)

05/31/16



D i r e c t i n g
E u r y d i c e
b y S a r a h R u h l

s u b m i t t e d t o t h e D e p a r tm e n t o f T h e a t r e & D a n c e

i n f u l f i l l m e n t o f T H E A 4 8 2 : Se n i o r P r o j e c t

- O ^ a

Ju l i a E l i s e W e l l s

/ G r e g g A d v i s o r

A w a r d e d H o n o r s i n T h e a t r e
,
2 0 16

G r e g g / St u Tl
,
C h a i r

2 2,
2 0 16

U n i v e r s i t y o f

M a r y Was h i n g t o n D e p a r hr i e n t o f
The a t r e a n d Da n c e

NEATPAGEINFO:id=8E1F3F90-F53E-4952-93CC-EE3A7C511BDD



	
	

C	 Committee	
	 115

     studio

Vanessa	Borg*	

Ford	Torney*	

Rob	Di	Leo*	

Angel	Cowen	

Alexander	Taggert	

Sophia	Gutkowski	

Mo	Gresham*	

Lily	Olson	

Erin	Becker,	Kenneth	Bellamy*,	

Jamie	Broadhead,	Jackie	Filicko*,	

Megan	Khaziran,	Grace	Kreider,	

Cynthia	Mullins	

Advisors	to	the	Committee:	
Gregg	Stull,	Helen	Housley,	Julie	Hodge,		

	Kevin	McCluskey,	Cate	Brewer,		

and	Taryn	Snyder	

The	Studio	115	Committee	is	dedicated	to	the	education	of	our	

students	through	expanding	their	knowledge	of	the	theatrical	

process.	We	seek	both	to	provide	a	professional	and	structured	

environment,	and	to	create	opportunities	parallel	to	those	created	

by	Klein	Theatre	and	UMW	Theatre	through	challenging	material.	

Chair:	

Communications	Director:	

Play	Curator:	

Production	Assistant:	

Technical	Director:	

Master	Electrician:	

Sound	Engineer:	

House	Manager:	

Members:	

	



  
	

		

	

An	*	denotes	a	member	of	the	national	theatre	

honorary	society,	Alpha	Psi	Omega.	

115

     studio

Cast 
	

“That’s	how	you	get	deathless,	volchitsa.	
Walk	the	same	tale	over	and	over,	until	you	

wear	a	groove	in	the	world,	until	even	if	you	
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up	again,	even	with	a	bullet	through	your	eye,	to	

play	your	part	and	say	your	lines.”		

–Catherynne	M.	Valente,	Deathless	
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The rehearsal process for Eurydice by Sarah Ruhl; on left, Eurydice, played by Maggie Murphy, and director Julia Wells 
blocking on the set’s tape down.  



 

Some of the crew from the Eurydice production: left to right, Angel Cowen, stage manager, Jamie Broadhead, set designer, Julia 
Wells, director. 



 
On left, Margaret Lewis portraying Lord of the Underworld as the Child while watching Eurydice (Murphy) learn to read again. 



 
“Ooh—say that again. It’s nice.” Eurydice (Murphy) on the right being teased by the Lord of the Underworld (Lewis).  



 
Alex Newton portraying Orpheus as he writes letters to his dead love, Eurydice. 



 
“Wait—remember this melody.” Orpheus (Newton) passes on his melody to Eurydice (Murphy). 



 
Father, played by Stephen Nickens, gives Eurydice advice on her wedding day through letters from the Underworld. 



 
“Orpheus never liked words. He had his music.” Eurydice (Murphy) explains what it is to be loved by an artist.  



 
Father (Nickens) dances alone in the Underworld on his daughter’s wedding day. 

 

 



 

The set of Eurydice, designed by Jamie Broadhead, featured the upper-world, to the left, the elevator that brought people to the 
land of the dead, and the Underworld itself, on right. The lighting design by Andrew Baynard was heavily used in order to show 
which part of the world the characters were in.  

 

 

Broadhead’s design of the String Room that Father builds Eurydice in the Underworld. The chandelier was at the end of a 
specially installed pulley system and the set behind it was hollow, allowing actors to both move through it unseen and climb on 
top of it. 



 

 

From bottom left to far right: Fox Showalter as Big Stone, Morgan ‘Mo’ Gresham as Loud Stone, Maggie Murphy as Eurydice, 
and Sellam Birhane as Little Stone. The make-up designs for the Stones was created by Liz Kump, the costumes by Kodi Mccall.  



 

“So step quietly. And don’t cry out.” Father (Nickens) prepares Eurydice (Murphy) to leave the Underworld with her husband, 
Orpheus.  



 

“Tell me another story of when you were little.” Eurydice (Murphy) and Father (Nickens) reminisce about what it was like to be 
alive together. 



 

“I look straight ahead. That’s all?” Orpheus (Newton) and Lord of the Underworld as Teenager (Lewis) discussing the deal to get 
Eurydice back. 



 

“We live with the dead people in the land of the dead.” Little Stone (Birhane) echoes her and the three stones’ story.   



 

Father, Stephen Nickens. Lighting design, Andrew Baynard.  

 



“I hear him at the gates! That’s his music!” Eurydice (Murphy) discovering Orpheus’s arrival at the gates of the Underworld. 
 



 

“You startled me.” Orpheus (Newton) and Eurydice (Murphy) say good-bye to each other after Eurydice causes her husband to 
look at her, breaking the Lord of the Underworld’s deal, keeping Eurydice in the Underworld. 
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