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Abstract

Approximately 61% of timber species in the Congo Basin also bear locally used non-
timber forest products. Amongst these are edible fruits of Moabi (Baillonella
toxisperma), and edible caterpillars on Sapelli (Entandrophragma cylindricum) and
Tali (Erythrophleum suaveolens). Participatory mapping combining GPS coordinates
and interviews was carried out with 5 female and 5 male collectors in each of two
villages adjacent to each of two logging concessions in Cameroon to: (1) locate the
trees from which men and women obtained these foods, in space and on maps that
included the boundaries of nearby logging concessions; (2) determine the distances
travelled by men and women to collect these wild resources (3) gather information
on the trees and the collection, transformation and sale of these NTFPs, and (4)
assess the potential impacts of logging activities on local people’s access to these

food resources.

During one day collecting trips people walk an average of 2.7 km (t 1.42) from the
village to trees where they collect these resources. Food resources are typically
collected by both men and women, and this is generally an organised activity
where people will go specifically to the forest to collect resources. However, men
will travel further to specific trees 3.52 km (* 2.37), combining this with hunting
excursions further into the forest. 72% of Sapelli, 81% of Moabi and 100% of Tali
from which non-timber resources are collected were larger than their legal felling
diameters, indicating a potential conflict between timber felling and resource
collection. The majority of these trees (86%) were not within logging concessions;
but an extensive informal logging sector in rural communities nevertheless means

the trees may be felled.
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