
The food system

Challenges

COLOMBIA

Cali’s Academic Platform 
on Food and Nutritional Securityon Food and Nutritional Security

CaliCali

With an area of 619  and 2km

2,445,281 inhabitants, Cali 

is the third most populated 

city in Colombia. 
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New information and evidence  

is needed to fill the gap on the 

status of Cali’s Food System and 

how to make it sustainable.

Some of the needed actions are: 

A detailed  mapping, food system

an analysis of local markets 

and urban agriculture, and 

a deep study on waste 

management and organic 

waste recovery.
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SECRETARÍA DE SALUD PÚBLICA

Red de 
Mercados 

Agroecológicos

The co-development of a joined 

vision, an impact pathway 

and associated action plan to guide 

partners and stakeholders efforts.

 

The actions of this platform

 reflecting the generation 

of knowledge, information, tools 

and recommendations for 

decision-makers and for 

programs and policies 

planning. 

 

 

The City authorities need to have an 

integrated conceptual framework  - from

 production to consumption- to guide

local planning and development processes. 

Multiple actors perceive 

the issue of food security as 

 limited to only food production. 

Influencing consumers' 

behavioral changes 

through (but not only) 

education.
Lack of lobbying activities 

on the topic to influencing 

key decision-makers and 

the civil society. 
Need to strengthen 

local producers and 

their informal markets.

Increased scientific evidence 

on nutrition, urban and peri-urban 

food production, 

local markets and food waste. 

Specific communication actions to make visible the existing 

experiences around food and nutritional security, waste 

management, climate change and others topics of interest.

Education  for social efforts

mobilization and advocacy.

Spaces for discussion 

with different 

stakeholders.

Knowledge (not only scientific) 

for action and innovation.
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The Platform
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Civil society

Public sector

Private sector

Academia

Markets

Producers
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CONSUMPTIONCONSUMPTION
AND PRODUCTIONAND PRODUCTION



Timeline

Resources repository

2009

2010
2015

2017

2016

Building of a

municipal public policy 

through Municipal 

Working Group 

on Food Security 

(Mesas SAN)

CIAT starts its work

with the Mayor's Office to

boost the development

of a new Policy and

participates simultaneously

 in the Food Security

Working Group.   

The “Cali better food” 

Project began and 

generated knowledge about 

the city’s food system. 

This project was funded

by FORD Fundation.

 

Policy proposal

not-approved

by the Council.

Creation of the 

Academic Platform 

to support the process 

aiming to build 

the public policy.

CIAT research on 

food consumption 

informed by gaps 

identified in the 

Working groups 

established by 

the municipal 

authorities.

Call to Municipal 

Secretariats to 

build the Policy, 

in order to create 

multisectoral interest.

Validation of 

policy proposals 

and guidelines

Food and 

Nutritional Security 

Municipal Forum, 

that brought together 

400 people and 

42 public and private 

initiatives on production 

and waste management.

2018
Consolidation of 

Cali’s food policy 

and presentation 

to the Municipal 

Council

South-South 

exchange workshop  

 on "Urban city-region 

agro-food practices 

and policies" to 

promote cooperation 

between Cali, 

Medellín and 

Quito (Ecuador)

2019
 

Implementation of 

pilot project on the 

establishment of a 

Food and Nutrition 

security observatory. 
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Sara Rankin
Research Assistant, Sustainable Food Systems Program

International Center for Tropical Agriculture (CIAT)

s.rankin@cgiar.org
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23%

3%Supply chains and 

production

Environmental education

Sociological approach

Public health 

(medical care, breastfeeding, etc.)

50%

10%5%

Agro-ecological 

farmers markets

Environmental risks 

(climate change, micro-watersheds, 

wastewater, etc.)

Population food and 

nutritional issues

Urban agriculture

15% 11%

Public policies

In order to make visible the experiences and scientific evidence existing around Cali, 

in the topics of interest of the platform, CIAT is consolidating a repository of knowledge 

products (articles, reports, bulletins, studies, papers), which can be consulted online.

These are the topics addressed 

by the products of this 

repository so far:

See the complete list here

(only in Spanish)

Food Policy approval
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https://ciatshare.ciat.cgiar.org/sites/sfs/Lists/SAN/AllItems.aspx

	Page 1
	Page 2

