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N O T E

T h is  Doctor of M in is t ry  Project report falls u nde r  the category  

de scr ibed  in the Sem inary  Bulletin  a s  Project I I,  a paper completed 

in fulfillment of requ irem ents for an alternate cu rr icu lum  plan un de r  

which the candidate  p repa re s  two related pa p e rs— a theological position 

paper a d d re s s in g  some is sue  o r  problem that e x is t s  in the Se v e n th -d a y  

A d ve n t is t  C h u rc h  in a theological se tt ing  and  a profess iona l paper 

ad d re s s in g  th is  same issue  o r  problem from the standpo in t  o f  ministerial 

practice.
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P A R T  I

A  S T U D Y  C O N C E R N IN G  T H E  R E L A T IO N S H IP  B E T W E E N  T H E  
C H R I S T IA N  A N D  T H E  C I V I L  A U T H O R IT IE S  R E V E A L E D  

IN T H E  NEW T E S T A M E N T  A N D  E L A B O R A T E D  U PO N  
IN T H E  W R IT IN G S  O F  E L L E N  G. W H ITE



All th ro ugh  the C h r is t ia n  Era  the C h r is t ia n  believer ha s  been con 

fronted with the challenge of re lating h is  d u ty  and allegiance to civil 

au tho r ity  and governm ent to h is allegiance to Cod. In the f i r s t  cen tu ry  

A . D . ,  C h r i s t  himself was confronted with the problem and both Peter and 

Paul ad d re ssed  themselves to it in their w r it in g s  to the Aposto lic  C h u rc h .  

More recently, w ithin the S e ve n th -d a y  A d ve n t is t  C h u rc h ,  Ellen G. White 

has  aga in taken up  the issue  and has expanded  upon its implications for 

conduct in contemporary  society in o rde r  to c la r ify  the is sue  and  to ed ify  

and enlighten her fellow be lievers. Her w r it in g s  are  often collectively  re

fe rred  to as " T h e  Sp ir it  o f  P ro p h e c y . "

T h e  S e ve n th -d a y  A d ve n t is t  C h u r c h  is an international C h r is t ia n  

ch u rch  body  with a membership of approxim ately  3.3 million and o rgan ized  

cong rega t ion s  in about 190 countr ie s.  T h e  fundamental beliefs o f  the de

nomination are  based upon New Testament and O ld Testament concepts 

which, as its name implies, include belief in the imminent and  personal 

second coming of C h r i s t  in g lo ry ,  and observa tion  of the seventh  day of 

the week as  the O ld Testament and New Testament Sabbath .

Within the Se ve n th -d a y  A d ve n t is t  C h u rc h ,  Ellen G. White ho lds a 

un ique  position. Her large num ber of books, artic les, letters, and other 

communications have add re ssed  themselves to a wide va r ie ty  of subjects, 

is sue s,  and conce rn s  relative to C h r is t ia n  faith, personal and collective 

conduct, and the interre lat ionsh ip  between man and Cod. M r s .  White 's

G E N E R A L  I N T R O D U C T I O N
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preeminent m ission was to help bu ild  the dynam ics of a biblical faith into 

a C h r is t ia n  movement. T h e  Se ve n th -d a y  A d ve n t is t  C h u rc h  is indebted 

to her as a sp ir itua l leader and a pioneer bu ilde r  and gu ide. In most 

activ it ies o f the chu rch ,  from its v e r y  b e g in n in g s ,  the leaders of the de

nomination have received gu idance  from what they believe were the 

prophetic  in s ig h t s  of th is  m essenger of God.^

In Part I of th is paper. New Testam ent p r inc ip le s  g o v e rn in g  the 

re lationsh ip  between the C h r is t ia n  believer and c iv il au tho r ity  and  go ve rn  

ment are  stud ied  in correlation with M r s .  White 's  e laborations and m odern- 

day  applications. Part II p roceeds to make a practical an a ly s is ,  on the 

ba s is  of these p r inc ip les, of the re lationsh ip  between the S e ve n th -d a y  

A d ve n t is t  C h u rc h  and  the state in the Socia list Repub lic  of Romania.

^D. A .  Delafield, Ellen G. White and  the S e ve n th -d a y  A d v e n t is t  
C h u rc h  (Mountain View, Californ ia: Pacific P re s s  P u b l ish in g  A ssoc ia t ion , 
1963), pp. 10-11.



C H A P T E R  I

IN T R O D U C T IO N

It is the pu rp o se  of th is  project to p repare  a s tu d y  gu ide  on the 

topic of the re lationsh ip  between the C h r is t ia n  and the civil au thor it ie s  

fo r  use  b y  Se ve n th -d a y  A d ve n t is t  m in isters  and  the ir  congrega t ion s.  T h e  

s tu d y  will seek to identify  and app ly  p r in c ip le s  pert inent to the topic as 

found in the New Testament and elaborated upon b y  Ellen White.

T h i s  s tu d y  is justified because of (1) the presence  o f  a trend, in 

the op in ion of the writer, of a non-b ib lica l attitude conce rn ing  the relation

sh ip  between the C h r is t ia n  and  the civil author it ie s; (2) the need for 

c lear concepts and in struct ion  on the topic in th is  field because m in iste rs  

need a better u n d e r s tan d in g  of the in sp ired  gu idance  in o rde r  to avoid  

m isun d e rs tand in g s  and m istakes in the ir  behav io r  and teach ing; (3) the 

need for  written materials to help pa sto rs  in in s t ru c t in g  the ir  ch u rch  mem

be rs  and pa rt icu la r ly  in g u id in g  new members con ce rn ing  the re lationsh ip  

between the C h r is t ia n  and civil author it ie s. T h e  w riter will t ry  to limit 

th is  s tu d y  within the realm o f the S e ve n th -d a y  A d ve n t is t  C h r i s t ia n 's  re

lationsh ip  to governm ent and to civil author it ie s, h is  role and re sp o n s i

b ility, and the position God shou ld  be g iven .

Because  o f  the nature  o f  the project, the O ld Testament view on 

the re lationsh ip  between the C h r is t ia n  and civil au thor it ie s  will not be 

d iscu s sed .  The re fo re , the s tu d y  is limited to New Testament v iew s and  

elaborations b y  E llen G. White on th is  subject.

3



C H A P T E R  II

NEW T E S T A M E N T  R E F E R E N C E S  TO  T H E  R E L A T IO N S H IP  

B ET W EEN  T H E  C H R I S T IA N  A N D  C I V I L  A U T H O R IT I E S

T h e  attitude of Je su s  to governm ent and civil au thor ity  is most 

c learly  e xp re ssed  in Matt 22, M a rk  12, and  Lu ke  20. O ther references 

are  made in Matt 17and  27. T h e  counse ls  o f Paul and Peter, the apostles, 

are  found in Rom 13, in the letters to T im othy and T itu s ,  and  in the f ir s t  

letter of Peter, respective ly. The re fo re , th is  chapter is d iv ided  into 

three sections: (a) the teach ings  and example of C h r is t ,  (b) the teach ings  

and counse ls  o f  Paul, and (c) the teach ings and counse ls  o f  Peter.

T h e  T e a ch in g s  of C h r i s t

To  the C h r is t ian/Je su s  C h r i s t  is the t rue  model for behav io r  and 

attitude. His is the perfect model of fa ith fu lne ss  and obedience. When he 

was on earth h is  life was a life in complete harm ony with Cod. 1 He lived to 

please, honor, and g lo r ify  h is  heaven ly  Father in all th in g s  o f  life. Lu ke  

de sc r ibe s  C h r is t ,  a s  a youth, b y  sa y in g  that " J e s u s  increased in wisdom 

and in stature, and in favo r  with God and man" (L u k e  2:52 R S V ) . In 

h is  M ess ian ic  m in istry  "H e  went about do ing  good "  (A c t s  10:38 R S V ) .  B y  

h is  own life C h r i s t  has  set forth the gu ide line s  for h is  followers.

A s  a citizen, C h r is t  ob se rve d  civil laws and  taught the people to 

be good, honorable citizens. H is  teaching a s  to the attitude of the C h r i s 

tian toward God and civil au tho r ity  is emphasized in h is  sho rt  d iscu s s ion

4
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with the d isc ip le s  o f  the Phar isees,  who claimed that to pay taxes to C ae sa r  

was con tra ry  to the law o f  God and who asked  him the quest ion  if it was 

lawful to pay or not to pay taxes to Caesar.  Je su s  answ ered  them:

Rende r  therefore  to C ae sa r  the th in g s  that are 
C a e sa r 's  and to God the th ing s  that are G o d 's .  (Matt 
22:21 R S V )

The re  are two s ign if icant  ph ra se s  used  in th is  sho rt  answ er. B y  

the ph ra se  " t h in g s  that are  C a e s a r 's "  J e su s  has  estab lished  the b a s is  for 

a p rope r  re lationsh ip  between the C h r is t ia n  and state au tho r ity .  T h e  

Se ve n th -d a y  A d ve n t is t  B ib le  Commentary reads:

Je su s  sets forth the fundamental p r inc ip le  that determines 
the C h r i s t ia n 's  re lationsh ip  to the state. He [the C h r is t ia n ]  
is not to ignore  the just claims o f  the state upon him because 
there  are  certain " t h in g s  which are  C ae sa r 's .

T h e  second part o f the text, " t h in g s  that are G o d 's , "  show s that 

there are  some areas that do not belong to Cae sa r;  they belong exc lu s ive ly  

to G o d :

G o d 's  au thor ity  is supreme; therefore  the C h r i s t ia n 's  
supreme loyalty be longs  to God. T h e  C h r is t ia n  cooperates 
with "th e  powers that be" because they are  "o rda ined  o f  G o d . "  
There fo re , to pay tr ibu te  to C ae sa r  cannot be con t ra ry  to the 
law of God. Bu t  there  are  certa in " t h in g s "  in which Caesa r  
has  no r igh t  to interfere. G o d 's  ju r isd ic t ion  is abso lute  and 
un ive rsa l.  C a e sa r 's  subord ina te  and limited. ^

A cco rd in g  to th is  fundamental p r inc ip le  that determ ines the C h r i s 

t ia n 's  re lationsh ip  to state au tho r ity ,  the C h r is t ia n  has to accept G o d 's

Word as Suprem e A u th o r ity ,  but he must recognize  and  subo rd ina te  himself

3
to civil au thor ity  within its legitimate sphere. C h r is t ,  in h is  statement. * 2

^Franc is  D. N ichol, ed .. Se ve n th -d a y  A d ve n t is t  B ib le  Com m enta ry , 
7 vo ls.  (W ash ington, D . C . :  Review and  Herald P u b l ish in g  A ssoc iat ion, 
1953-1957), 5:482 (hereafter abbrev ia ted  S D A B C ) .

2I b i d .

^Th is  concept and its application will be fu r th e r  d is c u s se d  in th is  
chapter, pp. 8-10.
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recogn izes the author ity  o f  the state in its legitimate sphere . A n d  it is 

a well-known fact that a nation without o rgan ized  governm ent would soon 

be in chaos.

Je su s  respected state author ity  even in d iff icu lt c ircum stances, 

when he was un just ly  accused. In Matt 27, it is recorded that when Je su s  

was b ro u gh t  to Pontiu s  Pilate, the go ve rn o r ,  and  the w itne sse s  came fo r 

ward, he showed full respect for the law and respected P ila te 's  au tho r ity  

b y  sa y in g  no word conce rn ing  the accusat ions ad d re ssed  to him until he 

was d irectly  questioned b y  the go ve rn o r .  T h e  B ib le  sa y s ,

Now Je su s  stood before the g o ve rn o r ;  and the go v e rn o r  
a sked  him, " A r e  you the K in g  o f  the Je w s? "  Je su s  said, "Y o u  
have said s o . "  B u t  when he was accused by  the ch ief p r ie s t s  
and e lders, he made no answer. (Matt 27:11, 12 R S V )

John Howard Yode r,  in h is  book, T h e  Politics o f J e s u s , b e g in s  h is  

s tu d y  with the question  of "w hethe r  J e su s ' teach ing or example can have  

been of such  character as to p rov ide  the sub stance  of gu idance  in social 

e th ic s , "^  and after a careful examination of the New Testament teach ings  

he s a y s :

We concluded, accord ing  to the Gospel accounts and counter 
to the p r io r  assum ption s  of many modern in te rp re te rs ,  that h is  
deeds show a coherent, con sc iou s  social-political [c iv il]  character 
and direct ion, and  that h is  w ords  are inseparab le  therefrom. 2

T h e  teach ings  of C h r i s t  as to the C h r i s t ia n 's  re lationsh ip  to the 

civ il author it ie s  are  s t ro n g ly  emphasized by  Paul, the grea t  apostle o f  the 

Gentiles, as can be seen in the following section. 2

^John Howard Yode r,  The  Politics of Je su s  (C ra n d  R ap id s,  
M ich igan : William B. Eerdm ans P u b l ish in g  Com pany, 1978), p. 115.

21 b i d .



T h e  T e a ch in g s  of Paul
/

Paul, in h is  letter to the Romans, deals with some of the fundam en

tal p r inc ip le s  of the Gospel, among which C h r is t ia n  conduct in relation to 

the state is s t ro n g ly  emphasized. Romans 13 conta ins the ethical teaching 

about how the C h r is t ia n  is to relate himself to the state. T he  princ ipa l 

ideas presented b y  Paul in Rom 13:1-7 are:

1. Subjection to civil au thor it ie s  (Rom 13:1, 2)

2. Function  and author ity  o f  ru le r s  (Rom 13:3, 4)

3. A  dual reason for obedience to civil law (v .  5)

4. B a s is  for pa y ing  taxes (Rom 13:6, 7).

Paul opens the chapter with the admonition:

Let e ve ry  pe rson  be subject to the g o v e rn in g  authorit ies.
For there is no author ity  except from Cod, and those that 
ex ist have been instituted by  God. The re fo re  he who re s is t s  
the authorit ies  re s is t s  what God has appointed, and those who 
re s is t  will in cu r  judgment. (Rom 13:1, 2 R S V )

From the v e r y  b e g inn in g  of Romans 13, Paul in troduces h is  teach

ing b y  u s in g  the imperative mood, for it is a d iv ine  command: "L e t  e ve ry  

pe rson  be subject to the g o ve rn in g  au th o r it ie s .11 However, the C h r is t ia n  

|s a sked  to g ive  obedience to civil au tho r ity  within its legitimate sphere.

T h i s  means that there are  some qua lif icat ions g iven  b y  God for civil 

au thor ity .  T h e  apost le 's  teach ing a rg u e s  that we are  bound  to render 

obedience on the g r o u n d s  that the governm ent is d iv ine ly  set o r  "appo in ted "  

b y  Cod. It is on th is  assum ption.that, in. h is  f ir s t  letter to T im othy, Paul 

u r g e s  be lievers  to p ray  for those in author ity .  He s a y s :

F ir s t  of all, then, I u r g e  that supp licat ions, p ra y e r s ,  in te r
cess ion s,  and t h a n k s g iv in g s  be made fo r  all men, for . . .  all who 
are in h igh  posit ions, that we may lead a quiet and peaceable life, 
god ly  and respectful in e ve ry  way. (1Tim 2:1, 2 R S V )

7
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In h is  letter to T itu s ,  Paul aga in  u r g e s  be lievers  to obey civil 

authorit ies. He s a y s :

Remind them to be sub m iss ive  to ru le rs  and authorit ies, 
to be obedient, to be ready for any  honest w ork. (T itu s  
3:1 R S V )

T h e  Se ve n th -d a y  A d ve n t is t  B ib le  Commentary on Rom 1 3 g iv e s  the
1

following explanation:

P a u l 's  point is that the ru l in g  power of human governm ents  
is en tru sted  to men by  God, accord ing  to H is  own pu rp o se s  for 
m an 's  welfare. . . . The re fo re ,  the C h r is t ia n  will sup p o rt  the 
au th o r ity  of the ex is t in g  state."*

Adam C la rke , in h is  Com m entary , s a y s  on Romans 13:

Let e ve ry  man be obedient to the civ il governm ent u n d e r  
which the p rov idence  of God has cast h is  lot;

A s  Cod  is the o r ig in  o f  power, and the supreme G o ve rn o r  
of the un ive rse ,  he delegates author ity  to whomsoever he 
will; . . . c ivil governm ent is of him; for w ithout th is  there  
could be no society, no secu r ity  . . .  all would be con fusion  
and ana rchy ,  and the world would soon be depopulated. . . .
A s  civil governm ent is o f God, who is the fountain of law, 
o rde r,  and regu la r ity ,  the civil g o v e rn o r  who adm in iste rs  the 
laws of a state accord ing  to its constitut ion, is the m in ister of 
C o d . * 2

In speak ing  of the function and au tho r ity  o f  ru le r s ,  Paul qualif ies 

h is  statement in Rom 13:1 ( "L e t  e ve ry  pe rson  be subject to the g o v e rn in g  

au thor it ie s ")  by  po inting  out fou r basic  cha rac te r is t ic s  o f  ru le rs .  He 

sa y s ,  " B e  subject" o r  "Subm it  y o u r s e lv e s , "  when

1. R u le r s  are  not a te r ro r  [ i .e . ,  a threat] to good conduct, but

to bad.

2. C iv il  au thor ity  ap p rove s  of do ing  what is good.

^Nichol, S D A B C , 6:627.

2
Adam C la rk ,  ed., C la r k 's  Com m entary , 6 vo ls.  (New Y o rk :  

Nashv ille : A b in gd on  P re s s ,  1938), 6:144.



3. A u th o r ity  functions  as C o d 's  representative.

4. A u th o r ity  se rve s  to execute G o d 's  w rath on the w rongdoe r  

(Rom 13:3, 4 R S V ) .

B y  g iv in g  the above four noble cha rac te r is t ic s  of ru le rs ,  Paul 

teaches that the C h r i s t ia n 's  subjection to civil au tho r ity  is to be manifested 

within these boundar ie s.  A cco rd in g  to the fundamental p r inc ip le s  that de

termine the C h r i s t ia n 's  re lationsh ip  to state author ity ,  the C h r is t ia n  has  

to obey and be loyal to the state au tho r ity  within its legitimate sph e re—  

that is, w ithin the above-mentioned characte rist ic s.  The re fo re ,  a n y th in g  

that is outs ide  these func t ion s  be longs  to God.

A s  to civil au tho r ity ,  the S e ve n th -d a y  A d ve n t is t  B ib le  Com m entary , 

on Romans 13, reads:

In  genera l, ru le r s  are not to be dreaded except when w rong  
is done. . . .  It is genera lly  true  that those who are v i r tu o u s  
have  noth ing  to fear from civil authorit ie s. Governm ents as such  
are  not a te r ro r  to good w orks.  On the con tra ry ,  they ex is t  for 
a beneficient pu rpose , and genera lly  speak in g  it is to the C h r i s 
t ian 's  advantage  to submit to their requ irem ents. . . . The  
C h r is t ian  who w ishes  to have no dread  of the civil governm ent 
shou ld  practice do ing what is r igh t,  and then he will be commended 
for h is  good conduct. (C f. 1 Pet 2:14, 15)

S ince  the state e x is t s  as a se rvan t  of God for a good pu rpose , 
the C h r is t ia n  has no cause to fear its au tho r ity  if he leads a peace
able life. 1

A s  the se rvan t  and representative  of God, civil governm ent, in

vested with its au thor ity  by  God, is to promote good. T h i s  is the true  

reason for its ex istence— and the C h r is t ia n  ough t  to obey civil au tho r ity  

from a sense  of du ty  and not because he is afra id  of pun ishm ent. It is 

C h r is t ian  du ty  to obey all lawful demands of the civil authorit ies. But  

when the demands of civil au tho r ity  are  not within the func t ion s  s t re ssed

9

^Nichol, S D A B C , 6:627.
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by  the apostle Paul —  in other w ords, when the demands are c on tra ry  to 

d iv ine  laws— then the C h r is t ia n ,  whose suprem e loyalty be longs  to Cod, 

has to obey C o d 's  Word as h is  Suprem e A u th o r ity .

In w r it ing  of a dual reason for obedience to civil law, Paul sa y s :

The re fo re  one must be subject, not on ly  to avoid C o d 's  
wrath, but also for the sake  of conscience. (Rom 13:5 R S V )

It is clear, therefore, that the C h r is t ia n  shou ld  obey civil law, law

fu lly  adm inistered, that is, w ithin the legitimate sphere , for  two reasons:

(1) because of "w ra th , "  that is, the justified penalty of the law that the 

magistrate  is authorized to inflict th ro u g h  a legitimate sentence, and (2) out 

o f  respect to on e 's  own conscience before God, be ing aware of the fact 

that civil au thor ity  is of G o d 's  e stab lish ing ,  determ in ing by  h is  p rov idence  

to maintain an o rde r ly  society based on justice. Bu t  when civil laws conflict 

with the Word of G o d 's  Law, the C h r is t ia n  "m ust  obey God ra ther  than men" 

(A c t s  5:29 R S V ) .

C on t inu ing  to exp la in the C h r i s t ia n 's  p rop e r  re lationsh ip  to civil 

au thor ity ,  Paul p re sen ts  the b ro a d n e ss  o f  the C h r i s t ia n 's  d u ty  conce rn ing  

the ba s is  for pa y ing  taxes. He sa y s :

For the same reason you  also pay taxes, for the author it ie s  
are m in iste rs  of God, a ttend ing  to th is  v e r y  th ing .

Pay  all o f  them their dues, taxes to whom taxes are  due, 
revenue  to whom revenue is due, respect to whom respect is  due, 
honor to whom honor is due. (Rom 13:6, 7)

P a u l 's  statement in Romans 13:7 ca r r ie s  a v e r y  s t ro n g  emphasis in 

v e r se s  3 and  4 in which he g iv e s  clear qualif ications. T h e  p h ra se  "to  

whom . . .  is due "  is repeated as  many times a s  the num ber of the noble 

cha racte r is t ic s  of ru le rs .  T h i s  v e r y  s t ron g  emphasis is po int ing  out the 

concept that revenue, respect, and honor must be due, tak ing  into con 

siderat ion that the ru le r  is characterized by  the fou r noble cha rac te r is t ic s
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which have been found in v e r se s  3 and 4 and explained on page s  8 and 9

In re fe rr in g  to the C h r i s t ia n 's  duties as citizen, William Nicoll, in 

the E x p o s i t o r 's  B ib le , say s:

A s  a C h r is t ian ,  he does not cease to be a citizen, to be a 
subject. . . .  The  d isc ip le  of C h r is t ,  as such , while h is whole 
be ing has received an emancipation unknow n  elsewhere, is to be 
the faithful subject, . . the o rde r ly  inhabitant of h is  q u a rte r  in 
the C ity ,  the punctual taxpaye r,  the ready g iv e r  of not a se rv ile  
yet a genu ine  deference to the representat ive s  and m in iste rs  of 
human a u t h o r i t y .1

T h e  same fundamental p r inc ip le  estab lished by  C h r i s t  conce rn ing  

the C h r i s t ia n 's  attitude in h is  re lationsh ip  to civil au tho r ity  is pointed out 

b y  Peter, as can be seen in the following section.

T h e  T e a ch in g s  of Peter

Peter, the apostle of Je su s  C h r is t ,  in h is  letter ad d re ssed  to 

C h u rc h  (1 Peter 2), deals with some aspects  of the fundamental p r inc ip le  

that determines the C h r i s t ia n 's  re lationsh ip  to civil au tho r ity .  Before  

ana lyz ing  the words of the apostle, con s ide r  the three  v e r se s  as they are  

rendered in four d iffe rent B ib le  v e r s io n s :  T h e  Rev ised  S tanda rd  V e rs ion ,  

T h e  K in g  James V e rs ion ,  T h e  New K in g  James Bib le, and T h e  L iv in g  Bib le

Maintain good conduct among the Centiles, so that in case 
they speak aga in st  you  as w rongdoe rs ,  they may see y o u r  good 
deeds and g lo r ify  Cod. . . .

Be  subject for the L o r d 's  sake to e ve ry  human institution, 
w hether it be to the emperor as supreme, dr to g o v e rn o r s  as 
sent by  him to p u n ish  those who do w rong  and to p ra ise  those 
who do r igh t .  (1 Pet 2:12-14  R S V )

H av in g  y o u r  conversa t ion  honest among the Centile s, s u b 
mit y o u r se lv e s  to e ve ry  o rd inance  of man for the L o r d 's  sake: 
whether it be to the k in g ,  a s  supreme;

O r  unto g o v e rn o r s ,  a s  unto them that are  sent b y  him for 
the pun ishm ent of ev ildoers, and for the p ra ise  of them that

^William R. Nicoll, ed ..  The  E x p o s it o r 's  B ib le , 26 vo ls .  (New Y o r k :  
A . C .  A rm st ro n g  & Son, 1908), 19:348.
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do well. (1 Pet 2:12-13 K JV )

H av ing  y o u r  conduct honorable among the Gentiles, that 
when they speak aga in st  you as ev ildoers, they may, by  y o u r  
good w o rk s  which they ob se rve , g lo r ify  God. . . .

The re fo re  submit y o u r se lve s  to e ve ry  o rd inance  of man 
for the L o rd 's  sake, whether to the k ing  as supreme, or to 
g o ve rn o r s ,  as to those who are sent by  him for the p u n i s h 
ment o f  ev ildoers  and for the p ra ise  of those who do good.
(1 Pet 2:12-13 N K JB )

Be careful how you behave. . . .
Fo r  the L o rd 's  sake, obey e ve ry  law of y o u r  governm ent: 

those o f  the k in g  as head of the state, and those of the k in g 's  
o fficers, for he has sent them to p u n ish  all who do w rong , and 
honor those who do r igh t .  (1 Pet 2:12-14, L iv in g  Bible)

T h e  main ideas presented by  Peter in these Bib le  ve r se s  continue 

to encourage  the C h r is t ia n  a s  follows:

1. Maintain good conduct in society (2 Pet 2:12).

2. T o  submit to civil au tho r ity  (1 Pet 2:13)

F ina lly , Peter defines the function and author ity  o f  ru le r s  (1 Pet 2:14).

From the v e r y  be g inn ing  of these v e r se s ,  Peter, like Paul, in t ro 

duce s  h is  teaching b y  u s in g  the imperative mood, "Ma inta in  good con d uc t , "

or, " B e  careful how you b e h ave . "  It is a d iv in e  command, s t r e s s in g  the
*

fact that the C h r is t ian  has  to continua lly  keep good conduct. " B e  ca re fu l"  

implies g reat  concern  and re spon s ib il ity  for the C h r i s t ia n 's  behav io r  in 

society; it implies a consc ientious adherence to the d iv in e  commandment. 

T h e  C h r i s t ia n 's  motive, as he seeks  to be a good citizen, shou ld  be " F o r  

the L o rd 's  s a k e . "  T h e  true  C h r is t ia n ,  who neve r  u se s  force aga in st  e s 

tab lished author ity ,  will obey civil author it ie s  from a sense  of du ty  because  

" T h u s  saith the L o rd . "  A n d  the t rue  C h r is t ia n  a lw ays will respect a u th o r 

ity within its legitimate sphere.

In speak in g  of the characte rist ic  and the au tho r ity  of ru le r s ,  Peter 

is q u a l ify in g  h is  "Subm it  y o u r se lv e s "  statement by  po in t ing  out two



13

funct ions  of ru le rs :  (1) to p u n ish  those who do w rong , and (2} to en

cou rage  those who do r igh t.  Ju st  as s t re ssed  by  Paul, Peter states that 

governm ent is not to be a threat to those with good, but ra ther to those 

with bad conduct, so that do ing that which is good will receive the 

approva l of the g o ve rn in g  author ity .

T h e  ru le r  is G o d 's  se rvan t  for on e 's  good and  he is the se rvan t  

of God to execute h is  wrath on the w rongdoe r,  as Paul s a y s  in Rom 13:3, 4. 

But,  when such  noble cha rac te r is t ic s  are m iss ing , the C h r is t ia n  "m ust  obey 

God rather than man" (A c t s  5:29). Peter, like Paul and the other  apostles, 

who preached obedience to au tho r ity ,  chose  to obey God as h is  Suprem e 

A u th o r ity  when he was o rdered  to stop h is  activ it ies that were making a 

good contr ibut ion  to the welfare of society.

T h e  Se ve n th -d a y  A d ve n t is t  B ib le  Commentary on 1 Pet 2:13, 14 

g iv e s  the following explanation:

T h e  C h r is t ia n  is to d is c h a rge  h is  c iv ic  ob ligat ions  not for  
fear of punishm ent, but because of the precept and example of 
h is  Lo rd  while on earth. Je su s  complied with civil regu la tions.

One of the princ ipa l func t ion s  of governm ent is to s u p p re s s  
d iso rd e r  (see on Rom 13:3, 4). C h r is t ia n s  are not to earn the 
reputation of making the maintenance of law and o rd e r  d iff icu lt  
for those cha rged  with th is  re spons ib il ity .

Public  officials have  a du ty  not on ly  to re stra in  the forces 
of evil but to encourage  p e rso n s  and  activ it ies that are  making 
contr ibut ion  to the welfare of s o c ie t y .1

Matthew H en ry ,  in h is  E x p o s it io n , comments on 1 Pet 2:13, 14, 

s t r e s s in g  the ideas of honesty  and s in ce r ity ,  and show ing  the C h r i s t ia n 's  

motive for be ing a good citizen:

T h e  general ru le  of a C h r is t ia n  conversat ion , is th is, 
it must be honest. . . .

T ru e  religion is the best su p p o r t  of c iv il governm ent;

^Nichol, S D A B C ,  7:564.
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it requ ire s  subm ission for the L o rd 's  sake, and for consc ience 
s a k e . 1

In commenting upon the ph ra se s  "B e  sub ject, "  and "T o  e ve ry  

o rd inance  of m an," and "W hether it be to a k i n g , "  " o r  unto g o v e r n o r s , "  

G a lv in 's  Commentaries on 1 Pet 2:13, 14, g iv e s  the following exp lanations:

Be subject. He [Peter] comes now to pa rt icu la r  exhortation, 
and as obedience towards m agistrates is a part o f honest behav iour,  
he d raw s th is  inference, be subject therefore.

To  eve ry  o rd inance  of man . . .  I have  no doubt but that Peter 
meant to point out the d ist inct manner in which God g o v e rn s  man
k ind . . . .  It is called a human ord inance, not because it has been 
invented by  man, but because it is a mode of l iv ing ,  well a r ranged  
and du ly  o rde red , appropria te  to men.

Whether it be to the k in g .  . . .  In my op in ion he is naming 
Caesa r.  . . . T h o u g h  " k i n g "  was a name extremely hated by  the 
Romans, yet it was in use  among the C re e k s .  He [C ae sa r]  held 
the supreme power; but that eminence which Peter extols is common 
to all who exerc ise  pub lic  au thor ity .  So  Paul in Romans 13:1 extends 
pub lic  au tho r ity  to all m agistrates. T h e  meaning is, that obedience 
is  due to all who rule, because they have been ra ised to that honour  
not by  chance, but by  G o d 's  prov idence. . . . T h u s  Paul declares 
that there is no power but from God. . . . Peter, therefore, . . .  
show s that subjects ough t to obey the ir  ru le r s  w ithout hesitation, 
because they are  on ly  made eminent by  be ing  ra ised by  G o d 's  hand.

O r  unto g o ve rn o r s .  He de sc r ibe s  e ve ry  k ind  of magistrate as 
though t  he were sa y in g  that there is no k ind  of governm ent to which 
we ou gh t  not to submit. He confirm s th is  by  sa y in g  that they are 
G o d 's  m in isters; and those who refer the p ronoun  him to the k in g  are 
g rea t ly  mistaken. T he re  is a common reason, which extols the a u th o r 
ity of all magistrates, to wit, that they rule  by  the command o f  God, 
and are sent by  Him. . . . T h is ,  in short, is what Peter means, that 
s ince God keeps the world in o rde r  by  the m in istry  o f  magistrates, 
all those who detract from the ir  au thor ity  .are the enemies of man
k i n d . * 2

In re fe r r in g  to the function of the State, the theologian Karl Ba rth ,  

in h is  book A g a in s t  the S tream , emphasizes the protecting  function of 

State and  sa y s  that "W ithout th is  political o rde r  there would be no C h r is t ia n

^Matthew H en ry ,  ed ., H e n r y 's  E xp o s it io n , 6 vo ls.  (Ph iladelph ia: 
Ed. B a r r in g to n  S Geo. D. Haswell, Market Street),  6:800.

2
Dav id  W. Torrance ,  ed ., C a lv in 's  Commentaries, 12 vo ls. 

(London: 39 A  Welbek Street, W. 1., O l ive r  & B o yd  L t d . ) ,  12:269-70.
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o rd e r . "^  He seems to go beyond the idea o f  the S ta te 's  protection of 

human life from chaos when he speaks  of "the  State 's  effort to ach ieve  an 

external, relative and p rov is iona l hum aniz ing  of m an 's  life and the politi

cal o rde r  inst ituted for all . . . u n de r  which the evil a re  pu n ished  and

2
the good rew arded . "  Then  he goes on with h is commentary about the

function of the State by  sa y in g  that the State is a p roduct

. . .  o f the d iv ine  P rov idence  . . .  it is therefore  an instrum ent 
of d iv ine  grace. . . . T h e  act iv ity  of the State is, as the Apostle  
exp lic it ly  stated (Rom. 13:4, 6), a form of d iv ine  serv ice. . . .
T h e  C h u rc h  can in no case be ind ifferent o r  neutral tow ards th is  
manifestation of an o rde r  so c learly  related to its own mission.
Su ch  ind ifference would be equ iva lent to the opposit ion  of which 
it is said in Rom. 13:2 that it is a rebellion aga in st  the o rd inance  
of G od— and rebels secure  the ir  own condemnation. 3

In speak ing  about the subm iss ion  to civil author it ie s, B a r th  em

phas ize s  the fact that

. . .  in Rom 13:5 Paul has  e x p re s s ly  added that th is  " su b o rd in a t io n "  
is not optional but nece ssa ry ,  and nece ssa ry  not merely " f o r  fear of 
pun ishm en t, "  . . . but " f o r  consc ience sa k e . "  . . . T h e  " s u b o rd in a 
tion" will be an exp re ss ion  of the obedience of a free heart which 
the C h r is t ia n  o ffe rs  to God in the civil sphe re  as in the sphe re  of 
the C h u rc h  . . . (he rend e rs  to C ae sa r  what is C a e sa r 's  and to Cod  
what is G o d 's— Matt 22: 2 1 ) .11

A no the r  theologian, John C. Bennett, in h is  book C h r i s t ia n s  and 

the S ta te , in re fe r r in g  to the same idea of the function o f  the State, s a y s

T he  state p rov id e s  a protective  o rde r  u n de r  which all of the 
non-polit ica l assoc iat ions and in st itu t ions  function together.
It "m akes o rde r  and freedom poss ib le  for them. . . . "5  *

^Karl Ba rth ,  A ga in s t  the Stream (London: SC M  P re s s  L td . ,  1954),
p. 20.

^Ib id. ^ lb id .,  pp. 21-22.

^ Ib id . , pp. 24-25.

^John C . Bennett, C h r is t ia n s  and the State (New Y o r k :  C ha r le s  
S c r ib n e r 's  S o n s ,  1958), p. 81.
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A cco rd in g  to the qualif ications g iven  by  Peter (2 :12 -14 ),  the true  

C h r is t ia n  has to be the best sup po rt  of state author ity  within the legit i

mate sphere. The  C h r i s t ia n 's  obedience is due to all who rule  accord ing  

to noble characterist ic s. T h e  C h r is t ia n  has  to obey h is  ru le r s  w ithout 

hesitation when they ru le  w ithin the ir legitimate sphere , that is, when 

their claims are  accord ing  to the Bib le  teach ing. But  when human 

demands come in conflict with G o d 's  demands and will, the C h r is t ia n  

"m ust  obey God ra ther  than men" (A c t s  5:29 R S V ) .



C H A P T E R  III

W R IT IN G S  B Y  E L L E N  C .  W H ITE  ON T H E  R E L A T IO N S H IP  

B ET W EEN  T H E  C H R I S T IA N  A N D  C I V I L  A U T H O R IT I E S

T h i s  chapte r will exp lore  the w r it in g s  o f  Ellen G. White on the 

re lationsh ip  between the C h r is t ia n  and civil authorit ies. T h e re  are  two 

sections in th is  chapter, namely, (1) the re lationsh ip  o f  the w r it in g s  of 

Ellen G. White to the Bib le, and (2) the teach ings  of Ellen G. White on 

the re lationsh ip  between the C h r is t ia n  and civ il authorit ies.

T h e  Re la tionsh ip  of the W rit ing s  of 
Ellen G. White to the Bib le

God has a lw ays had H is  m essenge rs  th ro u gh  whom He h a s  re

vealed H is  will to H is  C h u rc h ,  send ing  in struct ion , admonition, and  in 

formation. Amos the prophet sa y s :

S u re ly  the Lo rd  does noth ing , w ithout revea ling  h is  
secret to h is  se rv a n ts  the p rophets.  (Amos 3:7 R S V )

T h e  S p ir i t  o f  God has opened to the m essenge rs ' m inds the great 

t ru th s  o f  H is Word and important scenes o f  the past and  the fu tu re . Po 

s it ions and  details o f  the B ib le  were confirmed by  v is ion .  T h e  Bib le  

say s .

If  there is a p rophet among you, I the Lo rd  make my
se lf  known to him in a v is ion ,  1 speak  with him in a dream.
(Num 12:6 R S V )

A cco rd in g  to the B ib le  statements in 1 C o r  1:5-7; 12:1-28; Rev  

12:17; and  Hosea 12:10, 13, the g if t  o f  the Sp ir it  o f  P ro phecy  is one of

17
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the ident ify ing  m arks  of the remnant chu rch .

G o d 's  Word, th ro ugh  the apostle, Peter, appeals to the be lievers  

to pay  attention to the prophetic  word and emphasizes the o r ig in  of 

p rophecy . He sa y s :

A n d  we have the prophetic  word made more sure . You  will 
do well to pay attention to th is  as to a lamp sh in in g  in a d a rk  
place, until the day daw ns and the m orn ing sta r  r ise s  in y o u r  
hearts. F i r s t  of all you  must un de rs tand  th is,  that no p rophecy  
of sc r ip tu re  is a matter of on e 's  interpretation, because no 
p rophecy  ever came b y  the impulse of man, but man moved by  
the Holy Sp ir i t  spoke  from God. (2 Pet 1:19-21, R S V )

John, who bore w itness  to the word o f  God and the testimony of 

Je su s  C h r i s t ,  tells what the testimony of Je su s  is. He sa y s ,  " F o r  the 

testimony of Je su s  is the sp ir it  o f p rop hecy "  (R e v  19:10, R S V ) .

Se ve n th -d a y  A d v e n t is t s  believe that the g ift  o f  the S p ir i t  of 

P rophecy  was manifested in the life and  m in ist ry  o f  Ellen G. White. 

T h ro u g h o u t  her p rod ig io u s  w r it in g s ,  she  fu lly  recogn izes and  emphasizes 

the primacy of the Bib le. In the in troduction  to her book. T h e  Great 

C o n t r o v e r s y , she show s her attitude toward the Bib le. Sh e  states 

succ inct ly  and clearly:

In  H is  word, God has  committed to men the know ledge 
nece ssa ry  for sa lvation. The  Holy S c r ip tu re s  are  to be 
accepted as an authoritat ive, infallible revelation of H is 
will. T hey  are  the standard  o f  character, the revealer of 
doctr ines,  and the test of experience. " E v e r y  sc r ip tu re  
in sp ired  of God is also profitable  for teaching, for reproof, 
for correction, for in struct ion  which is in r igh teou sn e ss ;  that 
the man o f  God may be complete, fu rn ish e d  completely unto 
e ve ry  good w o rk . "  2 T im othy 3:16, 17, R V .1

She  recogn izes that her w r it in g s  are  to be tested by  the Bible.

T h e  Sp ir it  was not g iv e n — no r can it ever be bestowed—  
to supe rsede  the Bib le; for the S c r ip tu re s  exp lic it ly  state

^Ellen G. White, T h e  Great C o n t ro v e r s y  (Mountain  View, Californ ia  
Pacific P re s s  P u b l ish in g  A ssoc ia t ion , 1950), p. v ii.
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that the word o f  C od  is the s tandard  b y  which all teach ing and 
experience  must be tested. S a y s  the apostle John, "B e l ie ve  not 
e ve ry  sp ir it ,  but t r y  the sp ir i t s  whether they are  o f  God: because 
many false p rophets  are  gone  out into the w o r ld . "  1 John 4:1. A n d  
Isaiah declares, "T o  the law and  to the testimony; if they speak not 
acco rd ing  to th is  word, it is because there is no l igh t  in them."
Isaiah 8: 20.1

One of the clearest de sc r ip t ion s  of the re lat ionsh ip  e x is t in g  between 

the B ib le  and the w r it in g s  of Ellen White is found in Testim onies for  the 

C h u r c h . She  sa y s :

I took the p rec ious B ib le  and  su r ro u n d e d  it with the several 
Testim onies fo r  the C h u rc h ,  g iven  fo r  the people o f  God. Here, 
said 1, the cases o f  nearly  all are met. The  s in s  they are  to shu n  
are pointed out. T h e  counsel that they de s ire  can be found  here, 
g iv e n  for  other cases situated sim ilarly  to themselves. God has  
been pleased to g ive  you  line upon line and  precept upon precept.
B u t  there  are not many of you  that really know what is contained 
in the Testimonies. ~

Why were these special m essages nece ssa ry  to the Se ve n th -d a y  

A d v e n t is t  C h u rc h  if the B ib le  is the s tandard  of tru th  and  the gu ide  to 

C h r is t ia n  l iv in g ?  A  poor sp ir itua l life, far from atta in ing the C h r is t ia n  

perfection accord ing  to the B ib le  standard  and caused b y  the neglect of 

B ib le  s tu d y  and of the pu tt in g  into practice of B ib le  tru th , led to the 

need for h a v in g  the written Te st im on ie s. Ellen White sa y s :

You  are not familiar with the S c r ip tu re s .  I f  you  had made 
G o d 's  word y o u r  s tu dy ,  with a desire  to reach the Bib le  standard  
and  attain to C h r is t ian  perfection, you would not have needed the 
Testimonies. It is because you  have  neglected to acquaint y o u r 
se lve s  with C o d 's  in sp ired  Book  that He has sou gh t  to reach you  by  
simple, d irect testimonies. . . .3

In o rd e r  to have  a better un d e rs tan d in g  of w hy the S e ve n th -d a y

 ̂Ib id.

2Ellen G. White, Testim onies for the C h u r c h , 9 vo ls.  (Mountain  
View, Ca lifo rn ia : Pacific P re s s  P u b l ish in g  A ssoc ia t ion, 1948), 5:664-65.

3l b id . , 5:665.
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A d v e n t is t s  needed the Te st im on ie s, we must con s ide r  more o f  the 

reason s  g iven  for the m essages. In he r  c lear-cu t statements, Ellen C . 

White, whom A d v e n t is t s  con s ide r  a spokeswoman for C od , pointed out the 

following important func t ion s  of her w r it in g s :

To  Exalt the B ib le

T he  Testimonies are not to belittle the word o f  Cod, but 
to exalt it. . . . ^

I recommend to you, dear reader, the Word o f  God as the 
rule  o f  y o u r  faith and practice. B y  that Word we are to be 
judged .^

It is a noteworthy fact that Ellen G. White b e g in s  he r  p u b l ish in g  

act iv ity  b y  exa lt ing and recommending the B ib le  a s  the ru le  of A d v e n t is t  

faith and  practice, that she  maintains th is  attitude th ro u gh ou t  her w r it in g s ,  

and  that she ends he r  last personal message to the C h u r c h  b y  recommend

ing the Bible.

Housel T .  Jemison, in A  P rophet among Y o u , s t re s se s  the fact 

that Ellen White exalted the B ib le  th ro ugh ou t  her w r it in g s— books,  artic les, 

and letters— and b acks  up  h is  op in ion by  quot ing  W. A . Sp ice r.  Jemison 

writes:

In commenting on M rs .  W hite 's  attitude toward the Bib le,
W. A .  Sp ice r  told of th is  incident:

" T h i s  l ift ing  up  of Holy S c r ip tu re  as supreme was the k e y 
note sounded  th ro u g h  th is  g ift  o f p rophecy  to the v e r y  end.
A t  the General Conference  held in W ash ington, D . C . ,  in 1909, 
with representa t ive s  a ttend ing from all continents and  the 
is land s  of the sea, M r s .  White in he r  age met with the world rep re 
sentatives o f  the movement for the last time. A t  the close of the 
d a y s  of conference, she came to the platform to bid farewell to 
the w o rke rs  with whom she had been associated with many y e a r s -

 ̂Ib id.
2
Ellen G. White, A  Sketch  o f  the C h r is t ia n  Exper ience  and V iew s 

(Sa ragota  S p r in g s ,  N . Y . :  Pub lished  by  James White, 1851), p. 64.
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She  felt the conviction that it was doubt le ss  the last time she  
would meet with the general body  in conference. Even  so it 
p roved  to be. A fte r  a few w ords  o f  p a rt ing  g reet ing , M rs .  White 
tu rned  to the pu lp it, and  lifted from it the Bib le  ly in g  there.
O pen ing  the book, she held it forth  on hand s  that trembled with 
age, and  said to the audience:

" 'B r e t h r e n  and s is te rs ,  I commend unto you  th is  B o o k . '
L a y in g  the Book o f  books upon the pulpit, she tu rned  from 

the pavilion. Her last personal message to the world delegates 
sounded  the keynote of all h e r  life and  te s t im ony . "— W. A .  Sp ice r,  
Certa in t ie s  of the A d ve n t  Movem ent, p. 202. ^

In her book C oun se ls  to Pa ren ts ,  Teache rs,  and S t u d e n t s , White

p re sen ts  the Bib le  for  C h r is t ia n  education. She  recommends G o d 's  Word

2
b y  the in t roducto ry  question, "What book can compare with the B ib le ? "

Then  she  s t ro n g ly  emphasizes the va lue  of the B ib le  by  the following

w ords:

A n  u n d e r s ta n d in g  of its teach ings  is essential; for it is the word 
o f  Cod, g ive n  to gu ide  the human family to heaven. . . .

T h e  Word o f  God shou ld  stand  as the h ighest  educating  book . . . 
and  shou ld  be treated with reverential awe.^

U s in g  the que st ion -an sw e r  sty le, she  conc ludes its evaluation b y  enumera

ting  the g reat  and vital themes o f  the Book o f  books:

What more important know ledge can be ga ined than that which 
outlines the fall o f man, and the con sequences of that s in  which  
opened the floodgates of woe upon the world; which tells of C h r i s t ' s  
f ir s t  ad ven t?  T h e  incarnation of C h r is t ,  H is  d iv in ity .  H is  atonement, 
H is  wonderful life in heaven as ou r  advocate, the office of the Holy 
S p i r i t— all these vital themes of C h r is t ia n it y  are revealed from Gene
s is  to Revelation. Each is a golden link  in the perfect chain of tru th .  
Why, then, shou ld  not the S c r ip tu re s  be exalted . . . ?**

^Housel T .  Jemison, A  Prophet among You  (Mountain View, 
Californ ia: Pacific P re s s  P u b l ish in g  A ssoc ia t ion, 1955), pp. 367-68.

2
Ellen G. White, C oun se ls  to Pa ren ts ,  Teache rs,  and  S tu den ts  

(Mountain  View, Californ ia: Pacific P re s s  P u b l ish in g  A ssoc ia t ion , 1943), 
p. 427.

3ibid.

" ib id .
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T o  Aw aken  M ind s

Cod  . .. . in H is chosen way b ro u gh t  them [the Testimonies] 
before the people to awaken and  im press the mind with them, 
that all may be left without excuse. 1

T h e  act of aw akening of m inds is c losely  connected with in f luenc ing  

the attitude o f  hearts. The  heart has to yield to the influence o f  the Holy 

S p ir i t  who enables men to g ra sp  the Bib le  t ru th s .  In -her book Test im ony 

for the C h u r c h , White w rites:

When you search  the S c r ip tu re s  with an earnest de sire  to learn 
the t ru th , God will breathe H is Sp ir i t  into y o u r  heart and im press  
y o u r  mind with the light of H is word. . . . T he re  is no other book 
whose perusa l s t reng then s  and  en la rges,  elevates and  ennobles the 
mind, as does the perusa l o f  th is  Book  o f  books. Its  s tu d y  imparts 
new v ig o r  to the mind, which  is th u s  b rou gh t  in contact with s u b 
jects requ ir in g  earnest thought,  and  is draw n out in p ra y e r  to Cod 
fo r  power to comprehend the t ru th s  revealed.2

T h e  Holy Sp ir i t  . . . q u ic k e n s  and energ ize s  the mind, d irects  
the th ough ts ,  and  a id s in the presentation o f  tru th .  3

Therefo re , A d v e n t is t s  believe that th ro u gh  the Holy Sp ir i t ,  m inds 

are  fu lly  awakened to the importance o f  l iv in g  the B ib le  doc tr ine s  co rrec t

ly, a s  they have  been presented  by  Ellen White, whom they recognize  as 

G o d 's  m essenger. For instance, she po ints  out what A d v e n t i s t s  accept a s  

the correct ob se rvance  o f  the Sabbath , and  how it shou ld  be holy a cco rd 

ing  to the commandment. Sh e  sa y s :  "We shou ld  jealously g u a rd  the edges 

of the Sabbath . Remember that eve ry  moment is consecrated, holy t im e . "4

A d ve n t is t s  feel that they have  been fu lly  awakened to the importance 

o f  the p r inc ip le s  o f  true  sanctification when they read the following

^White, Testimonies fo r  the C h u r c h , 5:665.

21 b id ., 4:499.
3
White, C oun se ls  to Paren ts,  T eache rs,  and  S t u d e n t s , p. 509.

4
White, Testimonies for the C h u rc h ,  6:356.
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statement conce rn ing  sanctification:

It [the true sanctification] is not merely a theory, an 
emotion, o r  a form o f w ord s,  but a l iv ing ,  active princ ip le , 
entering  into the e ve ryd a y  life. It requ ire s  that o u r  hab its 
o f  eating, d r in k in g ,  and d re s s in g  be such  as to secure  the 
p re se rva t ion  of phys ica l,  mental, and moral health, that we 
may p re sen t  to the Lo rd  ou r  bodies, not an o ffe r in g  co rrup ted  
b y  w rong  hab its,  but "a  l iv in g  sacrifice, holy, acceptable unto 
C o d . 111

O the rs  see the need for p re se r v in g  the body  in the v e r y  best con 

dit ion o f  health when they f ind  the following written testimony:

God requ ire s  all men to rende r  the ir  bodies to Him a l iv in g  
sacrifice, not a dead o r  a d y in g  sacrifice, a sacrif ice  which  the ir  
own cou rse  o f  action is deb ilitat ing, f il l ing  with impurities and 
disease. Cod calls for a l iv in g  sacrifice. . . It is ju st as much 
s in  to violate the laws of ou r  be ing as to b reak  one o f  the Ten  
Commandments, for we cannot do e ither without b re a k in g  G o d 's  
law. We cannot love the Lo rd  with all o u r  heart, mind, soul, and 
s t reng th  while we are  lov ing  ou r  appetites, ou r  tastes, a great 
deal better than we love the Lo rd .  2

A n d  still o thers  have  been fu lly  awakened to the importance and 

meaning o f  be ing  clothed with the garment o f  C h r i s t ' s  r igh te ou sn e ss  

when they  have  read statements like:

C h r is t  was obedient to e ve ry  requirement o f  the law. . . .
B y  h is  perfect obedience He has made it poss ib le  fo r  e ve ry  human 
be ing  to obey G o d 's  commandments. When we submit ou rse lv e s  to 
C h r i s t  the heart is united with H is  heart, the will is merged in H is  
will, the mind becomes one with His mind, the th ou gh ts  are  b rou gh t in -  
to captivity to Him; we live H is  life. T h i s  is what it means to be clothed 
with the garment of r igh teou sn e ss .  T hen  as the Lo rd  looks upon u s  
He sees, not the f ig - lea f  garment, not the naked ne ss  and  deform ity 
o f  s in , but H is  own robe of r igh teou sn e ss ,  which  is perfect obedience 
to the law of Jehovah. 3

T h e  r igh teou sn e ss  of C h r i s t  is not a cloak to cove r  uncon fe ssed  
and  un fo rsaken  s in; it is a p r inc ip le  of life that t ran sfo rm s the

^Ellen C . White, T h e  Sanctif ied  L ife  (W ash ington, D . C . :  Review 
and Herald P ub l ish in g  A ssoc ia t ion, 1937), p.- 28.

W h i t e ,  Testim onies for the C h u r c h , 2:70.

^E I I e nG .  White, C h r i s t ' s  Object L e s so n s  (W ash ington, D . C . :  
Review and  Herald P u b l ish in g  A ssoc ia t ion , 1952) , p. 284.



characte r  and contro ls  the conduct. H o liness  is wholeness for God; 
it is the entire  s u r re n d e r  of heart and life to the indwelling of the 
p r inc ip le s  of he ave n . '1

To  A ttract M ind s  to the Bible

T h e  Testim onies are not to belittle the word of God, but to 
exalt it and attract m inds to it, that the beautiful simplicity of 
tru th  may im press a l l . 2

T h ro u g h o u t  he r  w r it in g s ,  Ellen G. White not on ly  a s se r t s  that she

holds the Bib le in h ig h  esteem, bu t  she  d irects  m inds continua lly  to the

3
Bib le b y  sho rt  sentences such  as  " T h e  Bib le  is a perfect gu ide  . . . , "

4
"M ake  the B ib le  the foundation o f  all s t u d y , "  " T h e  B ib le  con ta ins  all 

that is needful f o r  the s a v in g  o f  the soul. . . . S he  also im presses 

the importance o f  the Bib le on her reade rs ' m inds b y  dea ling  with la rge  

po rt ion s  o f  the Bible, as in the book entitled C h r i s t ' s  Object L e s s o n s , 

and b y  u s in g  abundan t  B ib le  quotations. All he r  books a re  filled with 

Bib le  texts. For example, he r  book T h e  Des ire  o f  A g e s , in which  all e igh ty  

seven  chapters  a re  based on B ib le  texts, b e g in s  with the B ib le  quotation 

from Matt 1:23: " H i s  name shall be called Immanuel, . . . God with u s , "  

and end s  with Heb 7:25, "W herefore  He is able also to save  them to the 

uttermost that come unto God b y  Him, seeing He eve r  liveth to make in te r

cess ion  fo r  them ." From the total 835 pages, there  are  on ly  85 pages  in

^ E I Ie n G .  White, T h e  D es ire  o f  A g e s  (Mounta in  View, Ca lifo rn ia : 
Pacific P re s s  P u b l ish in g  A s so c ia t io n , 1940), pp. 555, 556.

2
White, Testim onies for the C h u r c h , 5:665.

3|bid., 6:355.

4 lb id .,  6:109.

5White, C oun se ls  to Paren ts, T eache rs ,  and  S tuden ts,  p. 448.
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which there  is no Bib le quotation, but the p a ssage s  of these 86 pages 

refer to B ib le  teach ings, too.

T o  Im press  the T r u t h s  A lready  Revealed

The  written testimonies are not to g iv e  new light, but to im
p re s s  v iv id ly  upon the heart the t ru th s  of in sp ira t ion  a lready  
revealed. 1

A  Romanian p ro ve rb  sa y s  that "Repetit ion  is the mother of learn 

in g . "  It is so that the work of f ix in g  the Bib le t r u th s  in the memory and 

heart is fulfilled in the p roce ss  o f  careful s tu d y  and re s tu d y  of C o d 's  

word. It is for  th is  pu rpose  that the Testim onies have  been written.

It is notew orthy  that the Bib le t ru th s  have  to be impressed 

" v i v id l y  upon the hea rt . "  Why upon the heart?

When C h r is t  is in the heart it will be so softened and subdued  
b y  love for Cod and man that fre tt ing, fau ltfind ing, and contention 
will not ex ist  there. T h e  religion of C h r i s t  in the heart will ga in  
fo r  its p o sse sso r  a complete v ic to ry  o ve r  those p a ss io n s  that are  
seek ing  for  the mastery. 2

To  Call A ttention to T r u t h s  Neglected

It is because  you have  neglected to acqua int y o u r se lv e s  with 
C o d 's  in sp ired  Book that He has  sou gh t  to reach you b y  simple, 
d irect testimonies, calling y o u r  attention to the w ord s  of in sp ira 
tion which you had neglected to obey, and u r g in g  you to fash ion 
y o u r  lives in accordance with its p u re  and  elevated teach ings.  3

It is  not enough  simply to be impressed b y  the word of God, but 

humanity must s u r re n d e r  itself to the indwelling o f  the Holy  Sp ir i t  who 

enables all to obey the w ords of in sp ira t ion. Ellen G. White, in The  

D es ire  of A g e s , w rites:

T hen  He [C h r i s t ]  added a w a rn in g  to those who had been 
impressed by  H is  w ords, who had heard Him g lad ly ,  but who had

^White, Testim onies for the C h u rc h ,  5:665.

21bid., 4:620. 3l b i d ., 5:665.
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not su rrende red  themselves for the indwelling o f  the Holy  Sp ir it .  
It is not on ly  b y  re s istance  but b y  neglect that the soul is d e s 
t royed . !

T o  S im plify  the T r u t h s

"Add it iona l truth is not b ro u g h t  out; but God has  th ro u gh

2
the Testimonies simplified the g reat  t ru th s  a lready  g iv e n . "

B y  the d iv in e  in sp ira t ion, Ellen White simplifies the statement of 

g rea t  t ru th s  and th is  is o f  real help for  a better u n d e r s tan d in g  of the 

B ib le  d o c t r in e s . She  writes:

T ru e  conve rs ion  is  a change  of heart, o f  th o u g h ts  and pu rp o se s .

4
Repentance is tu rn in g  from se lf to C h r is t .

P ra ye r  is the opening of the heart to God a s  to a f r ie n d .

Faith is the hand  b y  which  the soul takes hold upon the d iv in e  
o ffe rs  of g ra ce  and  mercy. 6

T ru e  sanctification means perfect love, perfect obedience, 
perfect conformity to the will o f  God. ?

T ru e  re lig ion . . . con s is t s  not in system s, creeds, o r  rites, 
but in the performance of lov ing  deeds, in b r in g in g  the greatest  
good to others,  in genu ine  g o o d n e s s .8

!white. T h e  D esire  of A g e s , p. 323.
2
White, Testimonies for the C h u r c h , 5:665.

3Ib id ., 6:95.

^Ellen G. White, T h o u g h t s  from the Mount of B le s s in g s  (Mountain 
View, Ca lif .:  Pacific P re s s  P u b l i sh in g  Assoc iat ion, 1955), p. 87.

"’Ellen G. White, S teps to C h r i s t  (W ash ington, D .C .  : Review and 
Herald P u b l ish in g  A ssoc ia t ion , 1951), p. 89.

^Ellen G. White, Pa t r ia rch s  and P rophets  (Mountain  View, Calif. 
Pacific P re s s  P u b l ish in g  Assoc iat ion, 1958), p. 431.

^Ellen G. White, T h e  A c ts  of the Apo st le s  (Mountain View, Calif. : 
Pacific P re s s  P u b l ish in g  A ssoc iat ion, 1911), p. 565.

^White, T h e  D e s ire  of A ge s ,  p. 497.
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T o  B r in g  Out the Bib le  P rinc ip les 
and  Help A p p ly  Them

" I  was then directed to b r in g  out general p r inc ip le s,  in speak in g  

and  in w rit ing. " ^

T h e  t ru th s  considered  v ita lly  important b y  A d v e n t is t s  su ch  as

the Sabbath  tru th  and the sanc tua ry  tru th , were b ro u gh t  out by  Ellen

White in he r  w r it in g s .  A r t h u r  L. White, in Ellen G. White: M e s se n g e r  to

the Rem nant, a fte r  un d e r l in in g  the fact that the doctr ines  held b y  the

Se ve n th -d a y  A d v e n t is t  C h u rc h  have  come " b y  earnest ind iv idua l and

2
g ro u p  B ib le  s t u d y , "  sa y s :

T h e  Sp ir it  of p rop h e cy  had a vital place in b r in g in g  ligh t when 
d iff icu lt ies confronted the p ioneers, and  the conc lu s ion s  reached 
b y  earnest s tu d y  were sometimes later confirmed b y  revelation. 3

A. L. White, in re fe r r in g  to the fact that the Lo rd  g a ve  a v is ion  

to Ellen White s t re s s in g  the importance of the Sabbath , quotes Ellen G. 

W hite 's  w r it in g s  conce rn ing  th is B ib le  tru th :

(1) In  th is  v is ion  M rs .  White seemed to be t ran spo rted  to 
heaven and conducted th ro ugh  the heaven ly  sanc tua ry .

(2) In  the most holy  place she  saw the a rk  that con ta ins  the 
law, and was amazed to note that "th e  fou rth , the Sabbath  command
ment, shone above  them all; fo r  the Sabbath  was set apart  to be
kept in honor  of G o d 's  holy name. T h e  holy Sabbath  looked g lo r io u s—  
a halo of g lo ry  was all a round  it."^

T hen  he quotes the following p a ssa ge s  from Ellen G. White conce rn ing  the 

sanc tua ry  tru th  to demonstrate that the Bib le  t ru th  was confirmed by  

revelation: * 3 4

^White, Testim onies fo r  the C h u r c h , 5:660.

^ A r th u r  L. White, E llen G. White, M e s se n g e r  to the Remnant 
(W ash ington, D . C . :  Review and Hera ld  P u b l i sh in g  A ssoc ia t ion, 1 969), p. 34.

3I b id .

4 lbid.
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I saw the Father r ise  from the throne, and  in a flaming chariot 
go  into the Holy of holies w ithin the veil, and  d id  sit. . . .  I saw 
a c loudy  chariot, with wheels like flaming fire. A n g e ls  were all 
about the chariot as it came where Je su s  was; He stepped into it 
and was borne to the holiest, where the Father sat. T hen  I beheld 
Je su s,  as He was before the Father a great h igh  p r ie st. ^

A n d  before  conc lud ing  h is  exp lanations, he quotes from a letter from Ellen

White to Eli C u r t i s ,  Ap r i l  24, 1847:

T h e  Lo rd  showed me in v is ion , more than one year ago, that 
B ro th e r  C ro s ie r  had the true  light on the c leans ing  o f  the sanc tua ry ,  
etc., and that it was H is  will that B ro th e r  C . shou ld  write out the 
view which he gave  us in the D a y - S t a r  E x t ra ,  F e b ru a ry  7, 1846. I 
feel fu lly  authorized by  the Lo rd  to recommend that E x t ra  to eve ry
sa int.^

T o  Rebuke, Reprove , and Correct  the 
Be l ieve rs

"Y o u r  testimony . . .  is to come down to the minutiae o f  life, keep

ing  the feeble faith from d y in g  and  p re s s in g  home upon be lieve rs  the

3
necess ity  o f  s h in in g  as l igh ts  in the w o r ld . "

Ellen G. White gave  the testimonies A d v e n t is t s  believe she  had 

received from God to point out defects of character, to rebuke  s in s ,  and 

to co rrect  the people. She  states:

T h e  Lo rd  has seen fit to g ive  me a view o f  the needs and  
e r ro r s  o f H is  people. . . . T h u s  has the Sp ir i t  o f  God p ro 
nounced w a rn in g s  and judgm ents, notw ithhold ing, however, the 
sweet promise o f  m ercy.^

T h e  Lo rd  rep rove s  and co rrects  the people who p ro fe s s  to 
keep H is  law. He po ints  out the ir  s in s  and  lays open the ir 
in iqu ity  because He w ishes  to separate all s in  and  w ickedness  
from them, that they  may perfect ho liness  in H is  fear. . . . God 
rebuke s,  rep rove s,  and co rrec ts  them, that they may be refined, 
sanctif ied, elevated, and finally exalted to H is  own throne. 5

11b id ., p. 37. 1 2 * 4|bid.

3
White, Testim onies for the C h u r c h , 5:667.

4lb id . ,  5:661. 5l b i d . , 5:662.
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A lso ,  she  show s the relation of her w r it in g s  to the B ib le  b y  s t re s s in g  the 

role of the Testimonies a s  well a s  the consequence  o f  lo s ing  confidence 

in them. She  sa y s :

T h e  Testim onies of H is Sp ir i t  call y o u r  attention to the S c r ip 
tu res, point out you r  defects o f character, and  rebuke  y o u r  s in s ;  
therefore  you do not heed them. A n d  to justify  y o u r  carna l,  ease- 
lov ing  cou rse  you  beg in  to doubt w hether the Testim onies are  from 
God. If  you  would obey the ir teach ings  you would be a s su re d  of 
their d iv ine  o r ig in .

if  y o u  lose confidence in the Testimonies you  will d r if t  away 
from B ib le  t r u t h . 1

In the f ir s t  volume of her Testimonies for  the C h u r c h , for  instance, 

Ellen G. White used he r  w r it in g s  to rebuke  s in s  and  to co rrect  the people. 

She  speaks,  for example, about a d ishonest  steward. She  sa y s :

I was shown that the Sp ir it  o f God has had le ss  and less  in 
fluence upon F, until he has no s t reng th  from God to overcome. Se lf  
and  se lf- in te re st  have been prom inent with him for some length  of 
time. P r ide  o f  heart, a set, u n subd ued  will, and  an un w il l in gne ss  
to con fe ss  and y ie ld  h is  w rong s ,  have  b ro u g h t  him to the dreadful 
position he is in.

Had he received the in struct ion  g iven  o f  God, and  been corrected, 
he would have  obtained the v ic to ry  ove r  these s t ro n g  hab its  and 
besetments. . . .

H is deal has not been correct. D ishon e sty  has  been ga in in g  
upon him, and he has taken from the t re a su ry  means that he had no 
r ig h t  to, and  has used it to h is  own advantage . He has  considered  
that he had better judgment in d isp o s in g  of means than h is  b re th 
ren. . . . What an example to the flock! . . . G o d 's  frown is upon 
him. A  good tree is known b y  its f r u i t s . 2

In another illustration she  re fe rs  to fanaticism. Sh e  writes:

I was shown companies in con fusion, exerc ised  b y  a w rong  sp ir it,  
all m aking loud p ra y e r s  together, some c r y in g  one th ing  and  some 
another; and  it was impossible to tell what was piped and  what was 
ha rped . "G od  is not the author o f  con fusion, but of peace." Satan 
stepped in and controlled matters a s  he pleased. Reason  and  health 
were sacrif iced to th is  de lusion.

God does not requ ire  H is people to imitate B aa l 's  p rophets,  to 
afflict their bodies and c r y  out and shout, and  throw themselves 
into almost e ve ry  attitude, ha v in g  no rega rd  to o rde r,  until the ir 
s t reng th  fails th ro u gh  sheer exhaust ion . Re lig ion  does not con s is t

 ̂I b i d ., 5:674. 2lb id . ,  1:227-28.
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in making noise; yet when the soul is filled with the Sp ir it  
o f the Lo rd ,  sweet, heartfelt p ra ise  to Cod  glorifies. H im . . . .
B ro th e r  G. had suff ic ient light to take his stand  aga in st  that 
fanatical w ork; but he would not decide from the weight of e v i
dence. H is s tu bbo rn  sp ir it  re fu se s  to yield to the l igh t b ro u gh t  
him b y  the se rv a n ts  o f  God; for he had regarded  them with s u s 
picion, and  watched them with a jealous eye. . . .  A fearful 
re spons ib il ity  is re s t in g  upon B ro th e r  G. While p ro fe s s in g  to be 
a shephe rd  he su ffe red  the de vo u re r  to enter the flock, and 
looked on while the sheep were torn and  devoured. G o d 's  frown 
is upon him. He has not watched for  sou ls  as one Who must g ive  
account. 1

It can be seen from the above  de sc r ip t ion s  and ana ly se s  o f  the 

re lationsh ip  e x is t in g  between the Bib le  and the w r it in g s  of Ellen G. White, 

that A d v e n t is t s  believe the d iv ine  message has been and  is o f  great impor

tance and value, and  that the S e ve n th -d a y  A d v e n t is t s  d id  need the 

Te st im on ie s. T h i s  s tu d y  now continues b y  exp lo r in g  the w r it in g s  of 

Ellen White on the re lationsh ip  between the C h r is t ia n  and civil au tho r ity .

Ellen G. White 's Adm onitions to the A d ve n t is t  
C h u r c h  C once rn in g  the Re lationsh ip  between 

the C h r is t ia n  and C iv il A u tho r it ie s

A s  has been p roposed  in the second chapte r of th is  s tu dy ,  Je su s  

C h r i s t  estab lished the ba sis  for a p rop e r  re lationsh ip  between the C h r i s 

tian and civil author it ie s; and the apostles Paul and  Peter, in the ir  letters 

to the chu rch ,  emphasized s t ro n g ly  the teach ing o f  C h r is t .

A d ve n t is t s  have been conv inced  that the Lo rd ,  th ro u g h  E. G. 

White, h a s  g iven  H is  C h u rc h  specific  counse ls  touch ing  on the C h r is t ia n -  

c iv il au thor ity  re lationsh ip. T h e  S p i r i t  of P rophecy  w r it in g s  have  g ive n  

ex ten s ive  attention to th is  important problem, as  can be seen from a g rea t  

many chap te rs  in v a r io u s  books. In  re fe rr in g  to C h r i s t ' s  w ord s  in Matt 

22:21 Ellen G. White say s :

 ̂I b id . , 1:230-32.
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C h r i s t ' s  rep ly  was no evasion, but a candid  answ er to the 
quest ion . Ho ld ing  in H is hand  the Roman coin, upon which  were 
stamped the name and  image o f  Caesar,  He declared that since they 
were l iv in g  u n d e r  the protection of the Roman power, they shou ld  re n 
de r  to that power the support  it claimed, so long as th is  d id  not con 
flict with a h ig he r  du ty .  B u t  while peaceably subject to the laws of 
the land, they shou ld  at all times g ive  the ir allegiance to God.1

When the Phar isees  heard C h r i s t 's  answ er, " th e y  marveled, and 
left H im ,and went the ir  w a y . "  He had rebuked  the ir  h y p o c r i s y  and  
presum ption, and in do ing  th is  He had stated a great p r inc ip le , a 
p r inc ip le  that clearly  defines the limits of m an 's  du ty  to the civil 
governm ent and  h is  d u ty  to God. In many m inds a vexed  question  
had been settled. E v e r  after they held to the r ig h t  p r inc ip le . A n d  
a lthough  many went away d issa t is f ied , they saw that the pr inc ip le  
u n d e r ly in g  the question  had been c learly  set forth , and  they marveled 
at C h r i s t ' s  fa r -see in g  d iscernm ent. 2

T h e  T r u e  C h r is t ian  Is  the Best  C itizen

When the C h r is t ia n  is faithful to God, that is, when h is  obedience

follows as a re su lt  of h is  perfect t ru s t  in Cod ,  then he will g lad ly  do h is

du ty  to the civil au thor ity  which ru les within its legitimate sphere , s ince

he is one of the best c it izens of h is c oun try .  In he r  book M e ssage s  to

Y o u n g  People, Ellen G. White writes:

T h o se  who feel that they  a re  G o d 's  se rv a n t s  will be men who can 
be tru sted  anyw here. C it izen s  o f  heaven will make the best c it izens 
of earth. A  correct view of ou r  du ty  to God leads to clear perceptions
o f o u r  d u ty  to ou r  fellow m en. 3

In  re fe r r in g  to the act iv ity  o f  the two apostles, Paul and  B a rn ab a s

she  unde r l ine s  the re su lts  of the teach ings of the two apost le s.  She

states: " T h e  teach ings  of Paul and  B a rnab a s  tended to make men v i r tu o u s

4
law -ab id ing  c it izen s . "

Hvhite, T h e  D es ire  of A g e s , p. 602.

2Ib id ., pp. 602-603.

^Ellen G. White, M e ssage s  to Y ou n t  People (N ashv il le ,  Tennessee : 
Sou the rn  P u b l ish in g  A ssoc ia t ion, 1970), p. 329.

\ f h i t e .  T h e  A c t s  of the A p o s t le s , p. 178.
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Be  Care fu l o f  What You  Speak  and  Write

In w r it ing  about the C h r i s t ia n 's  attitude toward the civ il a u th o r i

ties, Ellen C .  White g ive s  p rec iou s  counsel a sk in g  all to manifest a correct 

attitude in speak ing  as well as in w r it ing ,  so that loyalty to c o u n t ry  and 

its  laws will not be m isinterpreted. In the Testim onies fo r  the C h u rc h  

she  sa y s :

We shou ld  exerc ise  great care lest we be understood  as putt ing  
ou rse lve s  in opposit ion to the civ il authorit ies.

We shou ld  not w ork  in a manner that will mark u s  out a s  seeming 
to advocate treason. We shou ld  weed out from o u r  w r it in g s  and 
utterances e ve ry  exp re ss ion  that, taken b y  itself, could be so m isrep re 
sented as to make it appear antagon ist ic  to law and  orde r.  E v e r y th in g  
shou ld  be care fu lly  considered, lest we place ou rse lv e s  on record  as 
encou rag ing  d is loya lty  to ou r  cou n try  and its laws. We are  not re 
q u ire d  to defy  authorities. . . . T hen  let o u r  w o rke rs  be carefu l to 
speak  gu a rd e d ly  at all times and un de r  all c ircum stances. 1

M anifest a " T h u s  Sa ith  the Lo rd "  
Att itude

C once rn in g  the civil au thor it ie s  and  the power invested  in them by  

God  and the C h r i s t ia n 's  d u ty  toward that au tho r ity ,  Ellen G. White po ints 

out the importance of the fundamental p r inc ip le  estab lished  by  Christ. The  

true  C h r is t ia n  will a lw ays live the faith o f  Je su s,  obey ing  w il l ing ly  H is  

teach ings,  be ing  faithful to the Bib le p r inc ip le  or rend e r in g  "to  C ae sa r  the 

th in g s  that a re  C a e sa r 's ,  and  to God the th in g s  that are  G o d 's "  (Matt 22:21) 

S h e  makes the following statement:

We a re  to recognize  human governm ent a s  an o rd inance  of d iv ine  
appointment, and teach obedience to it as a sacred d u ty ,  w ithin its 
legitimate sphere. B u t  when its claims conflict with the claims of God, 
we must obey God rather than men. G o d 's  word must be recognized 
a s  above all human legislation. A  " T h u s  saith the L o rd "  is not to be 
set aside for a " T h u s  saith the c h u rc h "  o r  " T h u s  saith the sta te . "2

^White, Testimonies fo r  the C h u r c h , 6:394, 395. 

^White, T h e  A c t s  of the Apost le s,  p. 69.
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In g iv in g  fu r th e r  in st ru c t ion s  about the C h r i s t ia n 's  attitude to the

civ il authorit ies, she w rites in E van ge l ism , u s in g  the imperative mood:

Do not attack authorit ies. O u r  w ork  is not to make a raid on 
the Government. . . .

Let Se ven th -d ay  A d v e n t is t s  do noth ing  that will make them as 
lawless and d isobedient.

Do all in y o u r  power to reflect the light, but do not speak w ord s  
that will irr itate or provoke. ^

In p re sen t ing  Je su s  C h r i s t  as m an 's  example, Ellen G. White show s

that when C a ipha s  a sked  C h r i s t  to answ er a question, He respected h is

author ity .  She  writes: "H e  [C h r is t ]  had not spoken  until d irect ly  q u e s -

2
tioned. . . . C h r i s t  would not fail to show p rop e r  respect fo r  the law ."

" C h r i s t  did not interfere  with the au tho r ity  o r  adm inistration of those  in

3
power. He who was ou r  example kept aloof from earth ly  g o ve rn m en t. "

Do More than the Law Demands

In re fe r r in g  to the law 's  demands, Je su s  goes even fa rther,  for  

J e su s  bade H is  d isc ip le s  that instead o f  re s is t in g  the demands of those  

in au tho r ity ,  they shou ld  do even more than the law demands. In T h o u g h t s  

from the Mount of B l e s s i n g , Ellen G. White s a y s : :

Je su s  bade H is  d isc ip le s,  instead o f  re s is t in g  the dem ands o f  those  
in author ity ,  to do even more than was requ ired  of them. A n d ,  so far 
a s  possib le, they  shou ld  d isch a rge  every  obligation, even if it were 
beyond what the law of the land requ ired . . . . J e su s  tau gh t  H is 
d isc ip le s  to subm it to the decision o f  the court, even th ou gh  th is  
shou ld  demand more than the law of M oses authorized. . . . ' I f  any  
man would g o  to law with thee ,1 He said, 'a nd  take away th y  coat, 
let him have th y  cloak a lso1 ( R . V . ) .  'A n d  if the co u r ie r s  requ ire  you  
to go  a mile with them, go two m iles.1 4

^Ellen C . White, Evange lism  (W ash ington, D . C . :  Review and  Herald  
P u b l ish in g  A ssoc ia t ion , 1970), p. 173.

2White, T h e  D e s ire  of A g e s , p. 706.

■ *lbid., p. 509.

^White, T h o u g h t s  from the Mount of B le s s i n g , p. 72.
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When C o d 's  Law and M an 's  
Laws Conflict

A s  noted in the above-mentioned excerpts. M r s .  White upheld the 

concept that civil au thor it ie s  ex is t  by  d iv ine  appointment, and  the C h r i s 

tian must obey them because it is r ig h t  to obey. T h e  on ly  exception is 

when human law conflicts with the law o f  God. It is the A d v e n t i s t s '  

concept that Ellen G. White g a ve  teach ings she had received from God to 

point out th is  B ib le  truth  and  to g iv e  men a better u n d e r s ta n d in g  of the 

in sp ire d  Word. In he r  book Testimonies for the C h u r c h , she  en la rge s  on 

what the C h r i s t ia n 's  r ig h t  attitude shou ld  be when civil laws conflict with 

G o d 's  Ten Commandments. She  writes:

We have  men placed ove r  u s  for ru le rs ,  and  laws to go ve rn  
the people. Were it not for  these laws, the condition of the world 
would be w orse  than it is now. . . . When the laws of men conflict 
with the word and  lav/ of God, we are  to obey the latter, whatever 
the con sequences may be. 1

I saw that it is ou r  d u ty  in e ve ry  case  to obey the laws of ou r  
land, un le ss  they conflict with the h ighe r  law which God spoke  with 
an audible voice from S ina i,  and  afterward eng raved  on stone with 
H is own finger. . . . T h e  ten precepts of Jehovah are  the fou nda 
tion o f  all r igh teous and good laws. T h o se  who love G o d 's  command
ments will conform to e ve ry  good law of the land. B u t  if the req u ire 
ments of the ru le r s  are  such  as  conflict with the laws of God, the on ly  
quest ion  to be settled is: Sha ll we obey God, o r  man?2

In re fe rr in g  to the situation in which human laws conflict with 

the w ord  and law of G od— s t r e s s in g  the fact that all are to obey  G o d 's  

law, "w hateve r  the con sequences may be" —  Ellen G. White p re sen ts  a real 

case  when m an 's  law shou ld  not be obeyed. In 1859 she wrote conce rn ing  

s la ve ry ,  c lass if ied by  he r  as a d e g ra d in g  institution, that the C h r is t ia n  

must not app rove  it and that he is authorized to d isobey  the laws which

^White, Testim onies for  the C h u r c h , 1:201 , 202. 

2lb id .,  1:361, 362.
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maintain s la ve ry .  In  T estimonies for the C h u rc h  she  states:

When the laws o f  men conflict with the word and  law of Cod, 
we are  to obey the latter, w hatever the con sequences may be. T h e  
law o f  ou r  land re q u ir in g  u s  to de liver a s lave  to h is  master, we are  
not to obey; and we must abide the con sequences of v io lat ing  th is 
law. T h e  s lave  is not the p rope rty  of any  man. God is h is  r igh tfu l 
master, and man has  no r ig h t  to take G o d 's  w orkm ansh ip  into h is  
hand s,  and  claim him as  h is  own J

T h e y  [the s laveho lders] rank  these s laves as cattle and say  that it 
is w ro n g in g  the owner just a s  much to dep r ive  him of h is  s lave s  as 
to take away h is  cattle. I was shown that it mattered not how much 
the master had paid for human flesh and  the sou ls  of men; God g iv e s  
him no title to human sou ls, and he has no r ig h t  to hold them as 
h is  p rop e rty .  C h r i s t  died for the whole human family, w hether white 
o r  b lack. T h e  institution o f  s la ve ry  does away with th is  and  permits 
man to exerc ise  o ve r  h is  fellow man a power which God has  never 
g ran ted  him, and  which be longs  alone to God. . . .  He [the s lave  | 
master] will be called to an account for the power which he exe rc ise s  
o ve r  the slave. T h e  colored race are  G o d 's  p rope rty .  2

Ellen G. White, in T h e  Sanctif ied  L ife , p re sen ts  a w ell-know n Bib le  

example c la r i fy in g  the C h r i s t ia n 's  attitude when the claims o f  state au tho r ity  

conflict with those of G o d 's  law. She  quotes from Dan 3 where the s to ry  is 

told of the com pu lsory  state re lig ion. T h e  three youthfu l Hebrew s refused 

to obey the k in g 's  decree o f  w o rsh ip p in g  the go lden image of the k in g  of 

Baby lon  because it conflicted with the claims of God who say s,  "Y o u  shall 

have  no other g o d s  before me. You  shall not make fo r  y o u r se l f  a g ra ve n  

image, . . . you  shall not bow down to them o r  se rve  them" (E xod  20:3, 4, 

R S V ) . T o  compel someone to become a C h r is t ia n  o r  to force someone to 

remain a C h r is t ia n  is con tra ry  to the B ib le  tru th . T r u e  obedience is 

founded on love. " I f  you love me, you will keep my commandments," s a y s  

Je su s  (John  14:15, R S V ) .  White writes: " T h e  three you th fu l  Hebrew s . . . 

had been obedient to the laws of Baby lon  so far a s  these did not conflict

^ Ib id ., 1:201-202. 

21 b id  -, 1:358.
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with the claims o f  G o d . " *  Her book Testimonies for the C h u r c h  g iv e s  

fu r th e r  counsel on the same problem of the r ig h t  attitude: "T each  the peo

ple to conform in all th in g s  to the laws of their state when they can do so

2
without conflict ing with the law of G o d . "

Oath T a k in g  and Human Laws

Ano the r  matter Ellen G. White deals with and  g iv e s  the p rop e r  

an sw er to concern s  oath tak ing. In the same book, she  show s that some 

A d v e n t is t s  have  viewed oath tak ing  in the w rong  light. S h e  states: '

I saw that some of G o d 's  ch ild ren  have  made a m istake in re ga rd  to 
oath tak ing. . . .  I saw that the w ord s  of o u r  Lo rd , "Sw e a r  not at 
a l l , "  do not touch the judicial oath. "Le t  you r  communication be Yea, 
yea; Nay, nay: fo r  w hatsoever is more than these cometh of e v i l . "
T h is  refers to common conversation. 3

I saw that if there is anyone  on earth who can con s istent ly  test ify  
u n d e r  oath, it is the C h r is t ia n .  . . .  J e su s  submitted to the oath in 
the ho u r  o f  H is trial. T h e  h ig h  p r ie st  said to Him: " I  adjure  Thee by  
the l iv ing  God, that Thou tell u s  w hether Thou be the C h r i s t ,  the Son  
o f  G o d . "  J e su s  said unto him: "T h o u  hast s a id . "  If J e su s  in H is  
teach ings  to H is d isc ip le s  re ferred  to the judicial oath. He would have  
reproved  the h ig h  p r ie st, and there  enforced H is  teach ings,  for the 
good o f  H is  followers present. Satan has been pleased that some have 
viewed oath tak ing  in a w rong  light. . . .

The  C h r i s t ia n 's  A tt itude  toward Politics

Shou ld  Se ve n th -d a y  A d v e n t is t s  enter po lit ics? In F undamentals of 

C h r is t ia n  Education Ellen G. White makes statements re ga rd in g  th is  quest ion . 

In a letter add re ssed  "To the Teach e rs  and  M anage rs  of O u r  S c h o o ls , "  

written June 16, 1899, she  sa y s :

*White, The  Sanctif ied L i fe , p. 38.

^White, Testim onies for the C h u r c h , 9:238.
3
White, Testimonies for the C h u r c h , 1:201.

V b i d ., 1:202, 203.



37

T h e  Lo rd  would have  H is people b u ry  political que st ion s.  On 
these themes silence is eloquence. . . . 1

T h o se  who are  C h r i s t ia n s  indeed will be b ranche s  of the true  
v ine, and will bear the same fru it  a s  the v ine. T h e y  will act in 
harm ony, in C h r is t ia n  fellowship. T h e y  will not wear political 
badges,  but the badge of C h r is t .  2

T h o se  teachers in the ch u rch  or in the school who d is t in g u ish  
themselves by  their zeal in politics, shou ld  be relieved o f  their 
w ork  and  responsib il it ie s  w ithout d e la y ; for the Lo rd  will not 
cooperate with them. The  tithe shou ld  not be used  to pay  any  one 
for  speech ify in g  or political quest ion s.  E v e ry  teacher, m inister, o r  
leader in ou r  ra n k s  who is s t ir red  with a desire  to ventilate h is  op in 
ions on political quest ion s,  shou ld  be converted  b y  a belief in the tru th , 
o r  g ive  up his w ork. H is influence must tell as a laborer together with 
God in w inn in g  sou ls  to C h r is t ,  or h is  credentia ls  must be taken from 
him. ^

V e r y  definite in struct ion  has come to the A d v e n t is t  w o rk e r s  with 

respect to the sp ir it  which they shou ld  manifest toward political quest ion s.  

Ellen White writes:

T h o se  who stand as educators, a s  m in isters, as labo re rs  together 
with Cod  in any  line, have no battles to f igh t  in the political world. ^

T h e y  [C h r is t ia n s ]  are not to spend  the ir  time ta lk ing  politics o r  
act ing  politics. . . . T h o se  in the m in is t ry  who de s ire  to stand  as 
politic ians shou ld  have  the ir  credentia ls  taken from them; fo r  th is  w o rk  
C od  ha s  not g iven  to h igh  o r  low among H is people.

C o d 's  ch ild ren  are  to separate themselves from politics. . . .5

Fo r  fu r th e r  counsel concern ing  politics, Ellen C . White d raw s the 

C h r is t ia n  leaders ' attention b y  u r g in g  them not to d i s c u s s  o r  pub l ish  

political que st ion s  in their papers.  She  sa y s :

M y  b re th ren , will you  not remember that none o f  you  have  any  
bu rd e n  laid upon you  b y  the Lo rd  to pub l ish  y o u r  political p re fe rences

^Ellen G. White, Fundamentals o f  C h r is t ia n  Education (N ashv il le ,  
Tennessee : Sou the rn  P u b l ish in g  A ssoc ia t ion , 1923), p. 475.

^ Ib id . ,  p. 476. ^ Ib id ., p. 477.

4Ellen G. White, Gospel W orke rs  (W ash ington, D . C . :  Review and 
Herald P u b l ish in g  Assoc iat ion, 1948), p. 393.

1̂ bid -, p . 476.
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in ou r  papers, o r  to speak of them in the congregat ion , when the 
people assemble to hear the word of the Lo rd . . . .

We are not a s  a people to become mixed up  with political q u e s 
t io n s . 1

Ellen White a d d re s se s  a special w a rn ing  word to m in iste rs  and  

other gospel w orke rs .  In Testim onies to M in is te rs  and Gospel W orkers  

she  u r g e s  m in isters  and  B ib le  w o rke rs  to leave politics alone, not to engage  

in political speeches. Politics in ch u rch  is "a  s t range  f i r e . "  T h e  m in ister 

who engages in politics e ither in or out o f  the pu lp it  d ish o n o rs  God. She  

states:

Would we know how we may best please the S a v io r ?  It is not 
e n gag in g  in political speeches, either in o r  out of the pu lp it.  It 
is in con s ide r in g  with fear and  trembling e ve ry  word we utter. Where 
the people assemble to w orsh ip  God let not a word be spoken  that shall 
d ive r t  the mind from the g reat  central in tere st— Je su s  C h r i s t ,  and Him 
c ruc if ied . The  th ird  a n g e l 's  message is to be o u r  b u rd en  o f  w a rn ing .  
T he  s ide  is sue s  are not for u s  to meddle with. T h e  bu rden  o f  the w o rk  
is. Preach the word. 2

Ellen G. White states he r  position concern ing  those m in iste rs  who 

become invo lved in politics as follows: "T h o se  in the m in ist ry  who de sire

3
to stand  a s  politic ians shou ld  have  their credentia ls  taken from them."

Let u s  Follow C h r i s t ' s  Example

In g iv in g  fu r th e r  in struct ion  conce rn ing  the C h r i s t ia n 's  attitude 

toward politics, Ellen White p re sen ts  the example o f  Je su s  C h r i s t  the 

L o rd  and shows c learly  H is  att itude toward the political qu e s t ion s  of H is  

day:

^EIlen G. White, S elected M e ssage s  (W ash ington, D . C . :  Rev iew  and 
Herald P u b l ish in g  Assoc iat ion, 1958), p. 336.

2Ellen C . White, Testim onies to M in is te rs  and Gospel W orkers  
(Mountain  view, Ca liforn ia : Pacific P re s s  P u b l ish in g  A ssoc ia t ion , 1962), 
p. 331.

^ Ib id . , p. 337.



A ga in  and aga in  C h r i s t  had been a sked  to decide legal and 
political quest ions. Bu t  He re fu sed  to interfere  in temporal 
matters. . . . H is  on ly  exp o su re  . . . was the proclamation of 
the Bib le  truth. T o  the great multitudes that th ronged  H is 
steps He presented the pure , holy p r inc ip le s  of law of God 
and spoke  of the b le ss in g  found in obey in g  these p r inc ip le s.
With author ity  from on h igh  He enforced the importance of 
justice and mercy. Bu t  He refused to become entangled in 
personal d ispu te s.  ^

M rs .  White s a y s  that C h r i s t  re fu sed  to in terfere  in political mat

ters. She  writes, "H e  [C h r is t ]  d id  not interfere  with the au tho r ity  or a d 

m inistration of those in power. He who was o u r  example kept aloof from

2
earth ly  g o ve rn m en ts . "  B u t  while Je su s  C h r i s t  stayed out o f  political

matters. He performed all H is  duties. " J e s u s  . . . performed the duties

3
of  a son, a b ro ther,  a fr iend, and a c it izen ."

Je su s  C h r i s t  is the perfect pattern for all to imitate. Ellen White

states: " I  am in structed  to say  to ou r  people: let u s  follow C h r is t .  Do

4
not forget that He is to be ou r  pattern in all t h in g s . "

39

T h e  C h r i s t ia n 's  A tt itude  toward Vo t ing

Shou ld  the Se ve n th -d a y  A d v e n t is t s  vote ? In the Sp ir it  of P rophecy  

w r it in g s  Ellen C . White never  denies the Se ve n th -d a y  A d v e n t is t s  the p r i 

v ilege  of cast ing  the ir vote. But, as seen from the p re v io u s  section con 

ce rn in g  politics, she has aga in  and aga in  de scr ibed  the d a n ge r  of c h u rch  

members becoming invo lved  in politics o r  political c o n t ro ve r sy .  Ellen G. 

White referred  to the subject of vo t ing  for the f i r s t  time in 1859. She  

attended a meeting where the A d ve n t is t  leaders d is c u s se d  vo t ing .  In **

^White, Testim onies for the C h u r c h , 9:218.
2
White, T h e  D es ire  of A g e s , p. 509.

^ Ib id .,  p. 82.

**White, Testimonies for the C h u rc h ,  8:296.
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Selected M e ssage s  the following w ord s  are  written:

Attended meeting in the eve. Had quite a free, in te re st ing  
meeting. A fte r  it was time to close, the subject of vo t in g  was con 
s idered  and dwelt upon. James f ir s t  talked, then B ro th e r  [J. N .]  
A n d re w s  talked, and it was thought by  them best to g ive  their in 
fluence in favor  of r igh t  and aga in st  w rong . T h e y  th in k  it r ig h t  to 
vote in favor  of temperance men be ing  in office in o u r  c ity  instead 
o f  b y  their s ilence ru n n in g  the r i s k  of ha v in g  intemperate men put 
in office. B ro th e r  [D av id ]  Hewitt tells h is  experience  of a few 
d a y s  [s ince] and is settled that [it] is r igh t  to cast h is  vote.
B ro th e r  [Jos iah] Hart ta lks  well. B ro the r  [H e n ry ]  Lyon  oppose s.
No o thers  object to vo t ing , but B ro th e r  [J. P . ]  Ke llogg  beg in s  to 
feel that it is r igh t .  P leasant fee lings ex ist  among all the b re th ren .
O that they may all act in the fear of God.

Men of intemperance have been in the office today in a flatter
ing  manner e x p re s s in g  the ir approbation  of the cou rse  o f  the Sab ba th -  
keepe rs  not vo t ing  and  exp re ssed  hopes that they  will s t ick  to the ir 
cou rse  and, like the Q u a ke rs ,  not cast the ir  vote. Satan and  h is  
evil ange ls  a re  b u sy  at th is  time, and he ha s  w o rk e r s  upon the earth. 
M ay  Satan be d isappo inted, is my p ra ye r .  —  E. G. White d ia ry ,
S u n d a y ,  M arch  6, 1859.1

S ix  y e a r s  later, the th ird  annual se ss ion  of the Genera l Conference  

that convened at Battle C ree k  on May 17, 1865, was dest ined to be h is 

toric in rega rd  to the question  of vo t in g .  James and Ellen White, who 

were p re sen t  a long with other prom inent A d ve n t is t  leaders, active ly  p a r 

ticipated in the w ork  o f  the conference. T h e  following resolution was 

g iv e n  concern ing  the subject of vo t ing :

Reso lved, that in ou r  judgment, the act of vot ing  when e x e r 
c ised in behalf of justice, humanity and r ight, is in itself blame
less, and may be at some times h ig h ly  p rope r;  but that the ca st in g  
o f  any  vote that shall s treng then  the cause of such  crimes as intem
perance, . . . and s la ve ry ,  we rega rd  as h ig h ly  criminal in the 
s ig h t  of Heaven. B u t  we would deprecate any  partic ipation in the 
sp ir it  of pa rty  str ife. ^

A lth o u g h  the S e ve n th -d a y  A d v e n t is t s  were quite clear in the ir 

du ty  to cast the ir  votes in favor  of proh ib it ion, a question  on th is  point 1

1 White, Selected M e s sa g e s , 2:337.

2[U r iah  Sm ith ], Report  presented  to the 3rd Annua l Se ss ion  of 
the General Conference  of Se ve n th -d a y  A d ve n t is t s ,  Review and H e ra ld , 
May 23, 1865, p. 196.
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was ra ised at a campmeeting held at Des Moines, Iowa, in the ear ly  summer 

o f  1881. T h e  resolution which was placed before the delegates read:

Reso lved, that we e x p re s s  ou r  deep interest in the temperance 
movement now go ing  fo rw ard  in th is  state; and that we in s t ru c t  all 
o u r  m in iste rs  to use  the ir influence among ou r  ch u rch e s  and  with 
the people at large to induce them to put forth  eve ry  con s istant  
effort, by  personal labor, and at the ballot box, in favor  o f  the 
p roh ib ito ry  amendment of the Const itu t ion, which the f r ie nd s  of 
temperance are seek ing  to secure.^

Some o f the b re th ren  objected to the w ords "at the ballot b o x "  and

u rge d  that they be deleted from the resolution. Ellen White, who was

attend ing that campmeeting, had retired for rest but was summoned to

g ive  counsel conce rn ing  the question raised. T h e  report of how she

responded  is quoted in a footnote in her book Tem p e rance : "1 d re s sed  and

found  I was to speak  to the point o f  whether o u r  people shou ld  vote for

2proh ib it ion. 1 told them 'Y e s , '  and  spoke  twenty m inu te s."

A s  has  been mentioned at the v e r y  be g in n in g  of th is section,

Ellen White neve r  changed  her position conce rn ing  the subject of vo t ing .

In an article written for the Review and H e ra ld , the official paper of the 

S e ve n th -d a y  A d ve n t is t  C h u rc h ,  just a yea r  before her death she  re 

emphasized the re spons ib il ity  o f e ve ry  C h r is t ia n  citizen to exe rc ise  the 

r igh t  of franch ise , to work for temperance and v irtue . She  states:

While we are in no wise to become invo lved  in political quest ion s,  
yet it is ou r  p r iv i lege  to take o u r  stand decidedly  on all quest ion s  
re lating to temperance reform. C once rn in g  th is  I have often borne  
a plain testimony. In  an article pub lished  in the Review of November 
8, 1881, 1 w ro te : . . . .

E v e ry  Voter Has a Voice. —  In o u r  favored land, e ve ry  voter ha s  
some voice in determ in ing what laws shall control the nation. Shou ld  
not that influence and that vote be cast on the s ide of temperance 
and  v i r tu e ?  . . .

. . . T h e  advocates of temperance fail to do the ir whole du ty  * 2

^Ellen C . White, Temperance (Mountain  View, Calif. : Pacific P re s s  
P u b l ish in g  A ssoc iat ion, 1949), p. 255.

2 I b id .
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un le ss  they exert the ir influence by  precept and  example— by  voice 
and  pen and vote— in favor  of p roh ib it ion  and total abst inence. . . . ^

In re fe r r in g  to secret vot ing  E. C .  White g iv e s  those who cast 

the ir  votes the following counse ls:

Whatever the op in ions you may entertain in rega rd  to ca st in g  y o u r  
vote in political quest ion s,  you are not to proclaim it by  pen o r  voice. 
O u r  people need to be silent upon qu e st ion s  which have  no relation 
to the th ird  an g e l 's  m e ssage .2

Keep y o u r  vo t ing  to you rse lf .  Do not feel it y o u r  d u ty  to u rge  
everyone  to do as you  d o . 3

T he  C h r i s t ia n 's  A tt itude  toward 
Peace Policy

Shou ld  the S e ve n th -d a y  A d v e n t is t s  advocate the peace po l icy ?  In 

commenting on the Bib le  text of Matt 5:9, "B le s se d  are  the peacemakers, " 

Ellen C .  White, in S o n s  and  D a u gh te r s  of G o d , s t re s se s  the idea that true  

C h r is t ia n s  are m essenge rs  o f  peace, that the sp ir it  of peace is  the ev idence 

of the ir  true  C h r is t ia n  life. She  w rites:

C h r i s t  is " th e  P rince  of peace," and it is H is  m ission to restore  
to earth and heaven the peace that sin  has b roken .

C h r i s t 's  followers are  sent to the world with the message of 
peace. . . . T h e  sp ir it  o f peace is evidence of the ir connection 
with heaven. ^

A cco rd in g  to the B ib le  teach ings  C h r is t ia n s  are  to be at peace 

among themselves (1 T h e s s  5:13, R S V ) ,  and  to "follow peace with all 

men" (Heb 12:14), that is, to " l iv e  peaceably with all men" (Rom 12:18).

A s  peacemakers, C h r is t ia n s  are to p ra y  for peace, to w ork  for peace, 

and to take a con struc t ive  interest in activ it ies that con tr ibute  to a

 ̂1 b i d ., pp. 253-54. 3White, Selected M e s s a g e s , 2:336.

3l b id . , 2:337.

^Ellen G. White, Son s  and D augh te rs  of God (W ash ington, D . C . :  
Review  and Hera ld  P u b l ish in g  A ssoc ia t ion, 1955), p. 306.
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peaceful state of society. T h u s ,  the true  C h r is t ia n  will d il igent ly  "seek  

the peace" of the community and the nation in which it is h is  p r iv ilege  to 

dwell. The  true C h r is t ia n  a lw ays con s ide rs  h imself du ty  bound  to God 

to take an active  interest in the w ell-be ing of society, and he is w illing 

to place the common good above h is  personal interests. Ellen G. White 

sa y s :  "C it iz e n s  of heaven will make the best c it izens of e a r th . "  1

T h e  C h r i s t ia n 's  r igh t  attitude toward peace policy has the follow

ing  features:

1. It d isp la y s  a sp ir i t  o f  sa c r if ice -- A s  c it izens we ou gh t  to be 

•iready to e ve ry  good w o rk "  (T itu s  3:1). In e ve ry  community there  are  

many w orthy  and  needy cau se s  to which A d v e n t is t s  ou gh t  to contr ibute  

and participate. Ellen White s t re s se s  the idea that A d v e n t is t  education 

must be in realistic contact with p re se n t -d a y  life. She  writes:

In  preparation for a life o f  se rv ice  the youth  are sent to school 
to acqu ire  know ledge by  the s tu dy  o f  books. . . . Upon the ir 
g raduat ion , thou sand s  find themselves out of touch with life. T h e y  
have so long dealt with the abstract and theoretical that when the 
whole be ing  must be roused  to meet the sha rp  contests  o f  real life, 
they  are  unprepared . . . . T h e  world is robbed of the se rv ice  it 
m ight have  received; and God is robbed of the sou ls He longed to 
up lift,  ennoble, and honor as rep resenta t ive s  of Himself. 2

The  sp ir i t  of peace also has to be p roved  b y  a sp ir it  of sacrif ice  

for needy people. Ellen White also s t re s se s  the idea of he lp ing  u n d e r 

developed countr ie s.  She  writes: "T o  awaken in the ch ild ren  and youth  

sym pathy  and the sp ir it  of sacrifice for  the su f fe r in g  millions in the

" re g io n s  b e y o n d , "  let them become acquainted with these lands and their 

3
peop le s. "

^White, M e ssage s  to Y o u n g  People, p. 329.

^Ellen G. White, Education (Mountain  View, C a lif .:  Pacific P re s s  
P u b l ish in g  Assoc iat ion, 1952), p. 265.

1̂ b id ., p. 269.



2. It show s a se lf - sa c r if ic in g ,  patriotic  s p i r i t - -T h e  sp ir it  o f 

peace identifies itself with the se lf -sac r if ic in g ,  patriotic  sp ir it.  E. G. 

White makes the following statement: " A  se lf - sa c r if ic in g ,  patriotic  sp i 

rit . .  . must be blended with ou r  da ily  experience  and  in fu sed  into the 

m inds and hearts o f  ou r  ch ild ren , both by  precept and example."^

In o rde r  to take an active  interest in the w ell-be ing of society 

and to place the common good above h is  personal in te re sts  the C h r is t ia n  

has  to love h is  coun try .  She  sa y s :

When the Lord  b id s  u s  do good for  o the rs  ou ts ide  o u r  home.
He does not mean that ou r  affection for home shall become d i
m inished, and that we shall love o u r  k ind red  or o u r  co u n t ry  
less  because He de s ire s  u s  to extend ou r  sym path ies. 3

3. It backs  up no en r ich in g/ im pove r ish ing  po licy— T h e  evidence 

that the C h r is t ia n  su p p o r t s  the peace policy is that he does not back  up 

policies that lead to social inequality. Ellen White g iv e s  counsel that 

A d v e n t is t s  shou ld  not back  up  policies that enrich  the few and s u p p re s s  

the poor:

When the voice [of the Lo rd ] is obeyed, you  will not g iv e  
y o u r  voice o r  influence to any  policy to enrich  a few, to 
b r in g  oppre ss ion  and  su f fe r in g  to the poorer c la ss  o f  hum an
i t y . 3

C once rn in g  social injustice, Ellen White writes:

C o d 's  word sanct ions no policy that will en r ich  one c la ss  by  the 
opp re ss ion  and su ffe r in g  of another. . . . He who would take 
advantage  of a n o th e r 's  m isfortunes in o rd e r  to benefit himself, o r  
who seeks  to protect himself th ro u gh  an o th e r 's  w eakness or

^Eilen G. White, T h e  A d ve n t is t  Home (N ashv il le ,  Tennessee : 
Sou the rn  P ub l ish in g  A ssoc iat ion, 1952), p. 238.

2
Ellen G. White, Welfare M in is t r y  (W ash ington, D .C .  : Review  and 

Herald P ub l ish in g  A ssoc iat ion, 1952), p. 159.

^White, Testim onies to M in is te rs  and Gospel W orkers,  pp. 332-
33.
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incompetence, is a t r a n s g re s so r  both of the p r in c ip le s  and of the 
p recepts of the word o f  God.1

Social injustice th reatens, imperils, and finally  d e s t ro y s  peace.

In making fu r th e r  statements conce rn ing  social problems, Ellen White 

sa y s  that the g rea t  ev ils  are the resu lt  o f  the continued accumulation of 

wealth by  one c la ss  and the pove rty  and degradat ion  of another, and that 

social equality  has a lw ays been G o d 's  pu rpose .

Great ev ils  would resu lt from the continued accumulation of 
wealth by  one c lass, and the pove rty  and degradat ion  of another. 
Without some re stra in t  the power o f  the wealthy would become a 
monopoly, and  the poor, though  in e ve ry  respect fu lly  a s  w orthy  
in G o d 's  s igh t,  would be regarded  and treated as in fe r io r  to their 
more p ro sp e ro u s  b re th ren . . . . T h e  regu la t ions  that God estab 
lished were de signed  to promote social equality. 2

4. It has a r igh t  attitude to social and economic in just ice— To  take 

an attitude aga in st  social and economic injustice is to advocate the peace 

policy. In  re fe r r in g  to social injustice, Ellen White g iv e s  the counsel that 

A d v e n t is t s  who obtain wealth by  social injustice shou ld  not be retained 

a s  c h u rch  members. S h e  states:

Even  among those who p ro fe ss  to be w a lk ing  in the fear o f  the 
Lo rd ,  there  are  some who are  act ing  o ve r  aga in  the cou rse  p u rsu e d  
by  the nobles of Israe l. Because  it is in the ir  power to do so, they 
exact more than is just, and th u s  become o p p re s so r s .  A n d  because 
avar ice  and treachery  are seen in the lives of those who have  named 
the name o f  C h r is t ,  because the c h u rc h  reta ins on he r  books  the 
names of those who have  gained their p o s se ss ion s  by  injustice, the 
re lig ion of C h r is t  is held in contempt. . . . T h e  c h u rch  is in a great 
degree  re spons ib le  for the s in s  of he r  members. She  g iv e s  counte
nance to evil if she fails to lift her voice aga in st  it.^

^Ellen G. White, T h e  M in is t r y  of Healing (Mountain View, Calif. : 
Pacific P re s s  P u b l ish in g  A ssoc iat ion, 1942), p. 167.

2White, P a tr ia rch s  and  P ro p h e t s , p. 534.

3 .
Ellen G. White, P ro p hets and  K in g s  (Mountain View, Calif. :

Pacific P re s s  P u b l ish in g  Assoc iat ion, 1943), p. 651.



S U M M A R Y  A N D  C O N C L U S IO N S

A  summary o f  the New Testament teach ings  a n d  Ellen G. White 's  

statements and counse ls  conce rn ing  the re lationsh ip  between the C h r is t ia n  

and the civil author it ie s  which have  been considered  in th is  paper, po ints  

out the fo l low ing :

1. In Matt 22:21, C h r is t  gave  a g rea t  p r inc ip le  that de fines the 

norm s and  limits o f  the C h r i s t ia n 's  re lationsh ip  to the civil au thor it ie s  

and h is  du ty  to God.

2. T h e  C h r is t ian  has to recogn ize  and  respect civil au thor ity  

within its legitimate sphere  as C h r i s t  did while on earth, re n d e r in g  to 

C ae sa r  the th in g s  that are C a e sa r 's  and to God the th in g s  that are  C o d 's .

3. T h e  C h r is t ia n  is bound to rende r  obedience to civil au thor ity  

on the g ro u n d  that the governm ent is d iv ine ly  set o r  appointed by  God.

4. T h e  C h r is t ia n  ou gh t  to obey civ il au thor ity  from a sen se  of 

d u ty ,  out o f  respect to h is  own conscience before God, and not because 

he is afra id  of punishm ent.

5. T h e  true  C h r is t ia n  has to be the best su p p o r t  o f  state 

author ity  within its legitimate sphere.

6. T h e  w r it in g s  of Ellen G. White as accepted b y  A d v e n t is t s  have 

important functions, such  as: (a) to exalt the B ib le, (b) to awaken m inds,

(c) to attract m inds to the Bib le, (d) to im press  the t ru th s  a lready  re 

vealed, (e) to call attention to t ru th s  neglected, (f) to s implify  t ru th s ,

C H A P T E R  IV
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(g) to b r in g  out the Bib le  p r inc ip le s  and  help app ly  them, and (h) to 

rebuke, reprove, and correct the be lievers.

7. C once rn in g  the re lationsh ip  between the C h r is t ia n  and the 

civil authorit ies, the w r it in g s  of Ellen G. White teach:

(a) Tha t  the true  C h r is t ia n  is the best citizen; the B ib le  t ru th s  

make men v i r tu o u s ,  law -ab id ing  c it izens.

(b) That  the C h r is t ia n  has to be careful o f  what he sp ea k s  and  

w rites in o rd e r  not to pu t  himself in opposit ion to the civil author it ie s; 

he shou ld  not w ork  in a manner that would mark him as seeming to ad vo 

cate treason; he shou ld  weed out from h is  w r it in g s  and utterances e ve ry  

e xp re ss io n  that could be so m isinterpreted as to make it appear a n tagon is 

tic to law and orde r;  he shou ld  be careful to speak gu a rd e d ly  at all times 

and u n d e r  all c ircum stances.

(c) That  the C h r is t ia n  shou ld  manifest a " T h u s  saith the L o rd "  

att itude; he shou ld  teach obedience to human governm ent, w ithin its 

legitimate sphere, a s  a sacred du ty ;  he shou ld  not attack author it ie s, not 

do a n y th in g  that would mark him as lawless and  d isobedient, not speak 

w ord s  that would irr itate o r  p rovoke.

(d) Tha t  the C h r is t ia n  shou ld  do more than the law demands: " I f  

the cou r ie r s  requ ire  you to go  a mile with them, go two miles" (Matt 5:41).

(e) T h a t  when human laws conflict with C o d 's  Ten Commandments, 

the C h r is t ia n  "m ust  obey God ra the r  than men" (A c t s  5:29); that com

p u lso ry  state religion is con tra ry  to the B ib le  teach ings.

(f) T ha t  the C h r is t ia n  has to have  a r igh t  attitude conce rn ing  

oath tak ing ;  " I f  there is anyone  on earth who can con sistent ly  testify  

un de r  oath, it is the C h r i s t ia n "  (see p. 36).
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(g) That  the C h r i s t ia n 's  attitude toward politics h a s  to be clear 

and un sw e rv in g .  All S e ve n th -d a y  A d v e n t is t s  shou ld  stay  out of politics, 

separate themselves from it. In political que st ion s  silence is eloquence; 

politics in chu rch  is a " s t r a n g e  f i re . "  A d ve n t is t  w o rke rs ,  educators, o r  

m in iste rs  who stand  as labo re rs  together with Cod  have  no battles to 

f igh t  in the political world. T h e  m in ister who engage s  in politics e ither 

in o r  out o f  the pu lp it  d ish on o rs  God. Teache rs,  ministers., o r  a n y  other 

leaders in the c h u rch  who de s ire  to stand as politic ians shou ld  have the ir  

credentia ls  taken from them; the tithe shou ld  not be u sed  to pay  any  one 

for speak in g  on political quest ion s.  A d v e n t is t  C h r i s t ia n s  shou ld  not d i s 

c u s s  or pub l ish  political que st ion s  in the ir  papers.  Je su s  C h r i s t  re fused  

to interfere in political matters, but He performed all H is  dutie s  o f  a son, 

a b rother,  a fr iend, and a citizen. Je su s  C h r i s t  is the perfect pattern 

for all to imitate.

(i) T h a t  the Se ve n th -d a y  A d v e n t is t s  shou ld  u se  the ir  r ig h t  of 

ca st in g  votes. E v e r y  C h r is t ia n  citizen has  the re spon s ib il ity  o f  e xe r 

c is in g  the r igh t  of f ranch ise  as the act o f  vo t ing  is a patriotic  du ty ,  but 

that there must be no partic ipation in the sp ir it  of pa rty  str ife. T h e  

C h r is t ia n  has to keep h is  vo t in g  to himself, and shou ld  u r g e  no one to 

do a s  he does.

(j) T h a t  the Se ve n th -d a y  A d v e n t is t  shou ld  advocate a peace 

policy. Ev idence  o f  advocat ing  the peace policy is reflected in the 

following features: (1) be ing  among the best c itizens, (2) h a v in g  a sp ir it  

o f  sacrifice, (3) h a v in g  a se lf - sa c r if ic in g ,  patriotic  sp ir it ,  (4) ba ck in g  

up  no en r ich in g/ im pove r ish ing  policy, (5) m anifesting a r ig h t  attitude 

toward social and  economic injustice, and  (6) lo v in g  the cou n try .



C onc lu s ion s

In exp lo r ing  the norm s and limits for the re lationsh ip  between the 

C h r is t ia n  and  civ il authorit ies in the New Testament as well as in the 

w r it in g s  o f  Ellen G. White, these essential conc lu s ion s  can be draw n:

T h e  Bib le  is the standard  o f  tru th  and the basic  gu ide  for the 

C h r is t ia n  life. T h e  relig ion of C h r i s t  is a religion which has  to do 

with the practical daily  life.

T h e  statements and counse ls  o f  Ellen G. White, a s  accepted b y  

Se ve n th -d a y  A d v e n t is t s  have  clarified the B ib le  t ru th  con ce rn ing  the 

topic o f  the C h r is t ia n -c iv i l  au thor ity  re lationsh ip. W hite 's  w r it in g s  have  

helped e ve ry  s incere  reader to better un de rs tand  h is  re spons ib il it ie s  

a s  a c h u rch  member and  as  a citizen and  to manifest a r ig h t  biblical 

att itude toward social problems. H er  c lear-cu t statements and  counse ls  

have  helped in a p p ly in g  the Bib le  p r inc ip le s  in the lives o f  the A d v e n t is t  

people. T h e y  have  helped the true  A d ve n t is t  C h r is t ia n  avo id  making 

m istakes and b r in g in g  d isc red it  upon C h r i s t ' s  teach ing and upon the 

A d v e n t is t  C h u rc h .

T h e  A d ve n t is t  attitude toward the civil author it ie s  is to be 

gu a rd e d  by  the p recepts of the Bible. A d v e n t is t s  must receive the Word 

of God as the supreme au tho r ity  and  recognize  the civ il au thor ity  

within its legitimate sphere. T h e  civil governm ent is orda ined  b y  God and 

in view of its d iv ine ly  o rda ined role fo r  maintaining a good o rd e r ly  society 

it is entitled to the C h r i s t ia n 's  respectfu l and  w illing obedience to the 

human laws to the extent that the civil requ irem ents do not conflict with 

those o f  God. In o ther  w ords, the C h r is t ia n  is bound  to "R e n d e r  the re 

fore unto  Caesa r  the th in g s  that are  C a e s a r 's "  bu t to re se rve  for "G od  

the th in g s  that are  G o d 's . "
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T h e  C h r is t ia n  has  to follow the example o f  C h r i s t .  He is  the p e r 

fect pattern. It is for th is  reason that Ellen White has d irected the 

C h r i s t ia n 's  attention to Him. Je su s ,  while He lived in th is  world, re cog 

nized the state author ity ,  respected it, and fulfilled H is duties a s  a citi

zen, but He stayed out of politics. T h e  true  C h r i s t ia n s  have  to separate 

themselves from politics b y  following the steps of C h r is t .  T h e  C h r i s t ia n 's  

heart shou ld  b u rn  with the fire o f  the Holy Sp ir i t ;  then there  will be no 

place for the f ire  o f  politics in that heart.

In  fu lf i l l ing  the fundamental p r inc ip le  estab lished b y  C h r i s t  a s  to 

the C h r i s t ia n 's  re lationsh ip  to the state au tho r ity .  A d v e n t is t  c it izens 

shou ld  w illing ly  and  happ ily  s u r re n d e r  p r iva te  aims to achieve the good 

o f  society by  be ing exemplary c itizens, do ing  con sc ient ious ly  all du t ie s  

and exe rt in g  a pos it ive  influence in the ir  communities. It is, therefore, 

the re spon s ib i l ity  o f  e ve ry  C h r is t ia n  citizen to exerc ise  the r ig h t  of f r a n 

ch ise, the act o f  vot ing  be ing  a patriotic du ty .

T h e  relig ion of C h r i s t  is a religion of peace. It is fo r  th is  reason 

that Se ve n th -d ay  A d v e n t is t s  must advocate the peace policy. T h e  true  

followers o f  C h r i s t  must g lad ly  follow the policies that encourage  peace.

T he  Sp ir it  o f P rophecy  w r it in g s  as accepted b y  A d v e n t is t s  have  

helped them to attain a r ig h t  un d e rs tan d in g  o f  the B ib le  and  to develop 

a r igh t  re lationsh ip  with it. T h e se  w r it in g s  have  helped A d v e n t is t  be

l ieve rs  better un de rs tand  their re spon s ib il ity  o f  exe rt in g  a posit ive  

influence in society. T h e y  have  helped them to reach a deeper u n d e r 

s tand ing  o f  the meaning of peace policy. A  peacemaker neve r  becomes 

an op p re s so r .  A s  a peacemaker the C h r is t ia n  takes a con st ru c t ive  

interest in activ it ies that contr ibute  to a peaceful state o f  society.
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It is hoped that the f in d in g s  of th is s tu d y  will help the S e ve n th -  

day  A d ve n t is t  m in iste rs  and  teachers to better u n de rs tand  the in sp ired  

Word a s  well as to in st ruct  their ch u rch  members— pa rt icu la r ly  new mem

be rs.

It is a lso hoped that the f in d in g s  o f  th is  s tudy  will help C h r i s t ia n s  

to attain a deeper and better u n d e r s tan d in g  of the Bib le p r inc ip le s  which 

shou ld  go ve rn  their attitude toward God and civil author it ie s  and  to 

exerc ise  a fru itfu l influence upon C h r i s t ia n s  in o rde r  for them to live 

the ongo ing  sp ir itua l experience and fa ith fu lly  and co rrect ly  pu t  into 

practice these teach ings, keep ing  in mind that c it izens o f  heaven make 

the be st  c it izens o f  earth.



P A R T  II

HOW T H E  B I B L E  P R IN C IP L E S  C O N C E R N IN G  T H E  C H U R C H -  
S T A T E  R E L A T IO N S H IP  H A V E  B E E N  R E F L E C T E D  IN T H E  

R O M A N IA N  U N IO N  C O N F E R E N C E  O F  S E V E N T H - D A Y
A D V E N T I S T S



C H A P T E R  V 

IN T R O D U C T IO N

A s  the Se ve n th -d a y  A d ve n t is t  C h u rc h  h a s  been estab lished  

th ro ugh ou t  the world, it has carr ied  at the fo re front o f  its message the 

belief that the Bib le  and its teach ings p rov ide  an in sp ired  gu ide  for the 

C h r i s t ia n 's  daily life.

D u r in g  its w orld-w ide  g row th , the A d v e n t is t  C h u r c h  has  also main

tained its un ique  conviction that Ellen G. White received fu r th e r  in s t ru c 

tion from C od  which she passed  a long to the C h u rc h  to enrich  its u n d e r 

s tan d in g  o f  B ib le  t ru th s .  These  two sou rce s  of C h r is t ia n  gu idance  g ive  

explicit counsel re ga rd in g  the re lationsh ip  of C h r i s t ia n s  to c iv il au tho r ity ,  

a s  h a s  been seen in Part I o f  th is  s tu d y .  Su ch  counsel came to be of 

fundamental importance to the C h u rc h  as  it g rew  in countr ie s  th ro u gh ou t  

the world, deve lop ing  u n d e r  a va r ie ty  of governm ents.  T h e  Soc ia list  

Repub lic  of Romania is one such  co u n t ry  in which d irect ions  conce rn ing  

the C h r is t ia n - s ta te  author ity  re lationsh ip  have been o f  g rea t  value to the 

A d v e n t is t  be lievers.

Pa rt  II o f  th is  project d is c u s se s  the development o f  the S e v e n th -  

day  A d ve n t is t  C h u rc h  in Romania, the c u r re n t  S e ve n th -d a y  A d v e n t is t  

concept on c h u rch -s ta te  re lat ionsh ip s, and the reflection o f  the B ib le 's  

and  Ellen C . White 's  counse ls  re ga rd in g  the role o f  the C h r is t ia n  citizen 

in society a s  seen in the Romanian C h u rch .
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B r ie f  C h u r c h  H is to ry  o f  Se v e n th -d a y  A d v e n t is t s  
in the Socia list  Repub lic  o f  Romania

T h e  A d v e n t is t  message, which A d v e n t is t s  believe has  been d r iven  

onward by  J e su s  C h r i s t  th ro u gh  the Holy S p ir i t  and  which they have  

symbolized by three ange ls  f ly in g  in midheaven and c a r r y in g  an eternal 

Gospel, has reached the region o f  Romania, too.

T h e  b e g in n in g s  o f  the A d v e n t is t  movement in Romania can be 

placed in the last decades o f  the nineteenth cen tu ry .  All re ferences and 

historical data that can be found  conce rn ing  that event point to the year 

1870 as  a yea r  in which  the teach ings  o f  the A d ve n t is t  C h u r c h  were p re 

sented in Romania.

When viewed from a practical v iewpoint, the h is to ry  of the A d v e n 

tist  C h u rc h  in Romania can best be analyzed when d iv ided  into fou r  impor

tant pe riods: (1) the period of adapta t ion , 1870-1908, (2) the period o f  

consolidation, 1908-1936, (3) the period o f  g r o w th , 1936-1955, and (4) the 

contemporary  period, 1955-1980.

T h e  Period of Adaptation, 1870-1 908

In the period  of adaptation, the A d v e n t  message was attached to 

the old re l ig ious  p red ispos it ion s,  to the former end eavou rs  to b r in g in g  

together the creed and  the teach ings o f  the Holy S c r ip tu re  teach ings,  and 

to a long ing  for the pu re  and  holy Gospel. In an epoch full of social 

un re st ,  o f  enthusiasm , and  o f  the f igh t  for independence, and  yet while 

illiteracy kept people fettered b y  the shack led  of ob scurant ism , the simple 

teach ing o f  the Gospel as preached by  the A d ve n t is t  C h u r c h  was warmly 

accepted by  people. T h u s  th is  social and sp ir itua l read ine ss  o f  Romania 

made it among the f ir s t  countr ie s  o f  Eu rop e  where companies of be lieve rs
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h a v in g  re l ig ious  conv ict ions o f  the A d v e n t is t  C h u rc h  came into be ing.

T h e  h is to ry  of the A d ve n t is t  C h u r c h  in Romania is linked to the 

name, pe rsona lity ,  and activ it ies o f  Pa sto r  M . B . C zechow sk i,  d u r in g  the 

last y e a r s  o f  h is life. G. I. Bu t le r,  then General Conference  P re s ident,  

wrote in 1884,

I spent four d a y s  in Pitesti, a town in Romania. T h e  tru th  had 
a lready  been preached in th is region twelve o r  fifteen y e a r s  ago and 
some p e rso n s  received it. A s  a result o f  th is p reach ing , we found  
B ro th e r  Toma G. A s lan  and  other f r ie nd s  and keepers o f  G o d 's  com
mandments and of the faith o f  C h r is t .  1

Robert  G erbe r,  former t re a su re r  o f  the Sou the rn  Eu ropean  D iv i 

sion, in h is  w ork  Die Gesch ichte  de r  A dven tbe w egung  in E u ro p e , wrote: 

"A f te r  M. B . Czechow sk i had preached the Gospel in Ita ly  and  Sw itzer land, 

he went th ro u g h  Romania where he stayed especially  in P itesti. . . . T h i s  

took place about 1870.1,2

Jules Robert, the well-known pioneer of the A d v e n t is t  w ork  in 

Sw itzer land, wrote in 1937, " A  Pole, . . . M. B .  C zechow sk i b y  name,

3
went to Romania after 1868 where he engaged  in p reach ing  the G o sp e l. "

A s  a re su lt  o f th is  proclamation of the Gospel, the f ir s t  baptism s by  

immersion as taugh t  b y  the Bib le  and practiced b y  S e ve n th -d a y  A d v e n t is t s  

were performed in Pitesti.

Czechow sk i joyfu lly  and g ra te fu lly  baptized Toma A s lan ,  the young  
eng ineer, becoming h is  fr iend, together with h is  wife Margaretta  A s lan  
a s  well as h is  b ro ther  Mitica A s lan  with h is  wife Zoe, Tache  A s la n  with 
h is  wife; he baptized also the old A s la n s  and many others.

T h u s  1870 is the yea r  when the f ir s t  g ro u p  of A d v e n t is t  be lie ve rs  
came into be ing in Romania, in P itesti, the year when the th ird  an g e l 's  
message is proclaimed and the simple, eve r la st ing  Gospel t ru th s  are

1Rajmund L. Dabrow sk i and B. B .  Beach, M ic h a lB e l in a  Czechow sk i 
1818-1876 (Warsaw, Poland: "Z n a k i  C z a su "  P ub l ish in g  House, 1 979), p . 330.

21 b id ., p. 332. 31bid.
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re su rre c ted  and offered to the sou ls who were lon g in g  fo r sa lv a 
t io n . 1

In  1881, Toma A s la n , by  then a leader o f the Se ve n th -d a y  A d v e n 

t ist  g ro u p  in P itesti, stated in an artic le  pu b lished  in Le s S ig n e s  des 

T e m p s:

We have  heard about the proclam ation o f the th ird  a n g e l 's  
m essage in Rev  14:6-12, th ro u gh  w hich  the  second com ing in 
g lo ry  o f  the Lo rd  J e su s  is made know n. O u r  c h u rch  has 13 
members. B e sid e s these, we have  some v is ito r s  who are  in 
terested in know ing the tru th  of sa lvation  and  who w ant to 
keep the Sabba th . . . . The  members a re  str ic t ly  keep ing  the 
L o rd 's  Day and I hope that v e ry  soon it will be kept a lso by  the 
fr ie n d s  who ga th e r with us. 2

In  1891, a g ro u p  of A d ve n t is t s ,  German se ttle rs from the Crim ea, 

settled in the Sa r igh io l v illa ge  of the D obrud ja , the region  ly in g  between 

the Danube  and  the B la ck  Sea. T h e y  became an active  community of 

A d v e n t is t s  who lived and preached the A d ve n t  m essage. T h e  next yea r 

a com pany o f about th irty  members was o rgan ized  at Sa r igh io l.  A t  about 

the same time. B ro th e r  Bab ienco, the f ir s t  B ib le  w o rke r in R u s s ia ,  escaped 

from the tsa r is t  exile and took re fuge  in Romania w here he active ly  p reached 

the A d v e n t is t  m essage. A s  a re su lt two A d v e n t is t  com panies with a total 

o f s ix ty -o n e  members were o rgan ized . O ne  o f these com panies was in 

Anada lch io i and  the othe r in V iile  Noi near C onstantza . In 1899 these two 

com panies were v is ited  b y  B ro th e r  I. F. H un e rga rd tw h o  had come from 

the U n ited  Sta te s o f Am erica a year earlier.

T h e  year 1900 m arked the b e g in n in g  o f  A d v e n t is t  e vange list ic  w ork  

in B u ch a re st. F ou r y e a rs  later the f ir s t  com pany of A d v e n t is t  be lie ve rs 

was o rgan ized  in the capital c ity .

^ Ib id ., p. 340. 

2 lb id . , pp . 344-45.
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Once the Se ve n th -d a y  A d v e n t is t  be lie ve rs were estab lished  a s a 

denom ination, they o rgan ized  their ad he ren ts by  geograph ica l a reas d e s ig 

nated as d iv is io n s ,  un ion s, and  con ferences. T h e se  areas have  been 

changed  and reorgan ized  from time to time as the num ber of ad he ren ts 

increased  o r as new cou n trie s  emerged.

Until 1907 Europe  had been o rgan ized  as Eu ropean  General C o n fe r

ence. Su b se q u e n tly , it was d iv ided  into U n ion  C onfe rences called the 

B r it is h  U n ion, the Scan d inav ian  U n ion , the Germ an U n ion , the R u ss ia n  

U n ion, the Latin U n ion, and  the Levan t U n ion. Romania, a s  a m iss iona ry  

fie ld, be longed to the Levan t Union.

The  Period  o f C onso lidation, 1908-1936

T h e  A d v e n t is t  be lie ve rs felt that the Holy S p ir it  w orked  th ro u gh  

the evange listic  appeal o f the A d v e n t is t  m essage. T h e y  w itnessed  

the g row th  of the ir small com panies as many accepted the ir re lig iou s 

be lie fs. A s  the new m essage took root among the new be lie ve rs, the 

A d v e n t is t s  felt they were w itne ss in g  the fulfillm ent o f  the text, " f i r s t  

the blade, then the ear, then the full g ra in  in the ea r" (M a rk  4:26-29, 

R S V ) .

D u r in g  the consolidation  period , native  Rom anians who were con 

v in ced  they were called and gu ided  b y  the Holy S p ir it  were tra ined and  

accepted the re sp o n s ib ility  o f  the w ork o f  con so lida ting  and o rg a n iz in g  the 

A d ve n t is t  C h u rc h .

In 1909, when the Danub ian  Confe rence  was o rgan ized , the 

S e ve n th -d a y  A d ve n t is t  C h u rch  in Romania was inc luded. B y  the end of 

1909 there  were 114 A d ve n t is t  c h u rch  members in B u ch a re st, 27 in 

Constantza, and 3 in S in a ia -~a  total o f  144 in the whole co u n try . B y  the
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be g inn in g  o f 1914 there were 523 members in Romania and  they were 

o rga n iz in g  the ir own conference. Its  leadersh ip  w as en tru sted  to a 

Rom anian, Petre P. Pau lin i. T h u s  the A d ve n t is t  C h u rc h  grew  stead ily  

and when Romania entered World War I there were 834 be lieve rs. Even  

u n d e r  the un favou rab le  c ircum stances of w ar, the c h u rc h  continued its 

sp ir itu a l role.

T he  advancem ent o f  the A d v e n t is t  C h u rc h  can be noted in the 

sta t ist ic s  availab le from the conference  se ssion  held in 1920. A t  that 

time c h u rc h  m em bership reached the f ig u re  of two thousand  w ith more 

than  fifty  local ch u rch e s and com panies. A . G. D an ie ls, then Se ve n th - 

d a y  A d v e n t is t  General Confe rence  p re sid en t, and L. H. C h r is t ia n ,  the 

S D A  European  D iv is ion  p re sid en t, took pa rt in the m eeting. A t  that con 

ference  se ssion  the Union Conference  o f  the Se ve n th -d a y  A d v e n t is t s  in 

Romania was o rgan ized . Petre P. Paulin i was elected Union C onfe rence  

p re siden t. P lan s  were laid fo r  e sta b lish in g  a p r in t in g  house, a theological 

sem inary, and  a d isp e n sa ry .

From 1925-1931 the A d ve n t is t  c h u rc h  in Romania made evident p ro 

g re s s .  C h u rc h  m em bership increased  in sp ite  o f  political op p re ss io n . M any  

p a sto rs, co lpo rteu rs, and laymen su ffe red  p h ys ica l to rtu re  and  were pu t 

in jail. Some were even k illed— as a re su lt  of s to n in g  o r  corpora l to rtu re . 

M any  m eetings places were de stro yed  and/or closed. In 1927 P a sto r  I. 

B aue r, who at that time was the B u ch a re st  Confe rence  p re s id en t, was 

sentenced to jail fo r one year.

A s  noted in the h isto rica l b e g in n in g s  o f the Rom anian ch u rch , there  

have  a lw ays been im portant contacts w ith in  ch u rch  organ iza tion  ab road. 

T h u s ,  in sp ite  o f  d iff icu lt ie s  in Romania, the Rom anian C h u rc h  sent de le

ga te s to take part in the f ir s t  Se ve n th -d a y  A d v e n t is t  Y ou th  C o n g re s s  in
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Eu rop e  which took place in Chem itz, Germ any, in June  1924. In  A u g u s t  

o f  the same year ano ther im portant conference  took place in Darm stadt, 

Germ any. T he  p re s id en t o f  the Rom anian S D A  U nion  Conference  and 

the p re s id e n ts  o f the fou r local con fe rences attended the Darm stadt 

m eetings.

S ta t ist ic s  show that on Jan u a ry  1, 1931, the Rom anian U n ion  C o n 

ference had 405 Sabbath  Sch o o ls— the C h u rc h -a t -S tu d y -m e e t in g s  w hich 

u sua lly  precede the m orn ing w o rsh ip  h o u r— with a m em bersh ip o f  17,433.

T he  c h u rc h  employed fo rty -tw o  p a sto rs, tw e n ty -s ix  a ss is ta n t  p a sto rs, and  

s ix teen  B ib le  w o rke rs  to c a r r y  out the evange listic  w ork. In  add ition, 

th ir t y - f iv e  other p e rso n s  were employed as ed ito rs, sem inary  facu lty  

members, and o ther w o rk e rs— a total o f 119 pe rso n s.

One im portant event d u r in g  the f ir s t  c e n tu ry  o f  the  Rom anian 

A d v e n t is t  c h u rch  h is to ry  was the f ir s t  A d v e n t is t  You th  C o n g re s s  held 

in Romania in B ra sov , S tu p in i,  on Ju ly  4-10, 1934. T he  m eetings were 

held on the S D A  Theological Sem inary  cam pus. T h e  A d v e n t is t  be lie ve rs 

felt the co n g re ss  had a v e ry  po sit ive  in fluence  on ail who attended as 

well a s on the ch u rch  at large.

In 1936, when the Se ve n th -d a y  A d v e n t is t  General Con fe rence  se ss io n  

took place in San  F ranc isco , the S D A  Union Confe rence  o f Romania w as 

rep resented  by  Dum itru  Florea. In Septem ber o f the same yea r, the 

Romanian Union Confe rence  se ss ion  took place, at w hich time p lan s for 

c h u rc h  activ it ie s for the com ing ye a rs  were laid. How ever, many p lan s 

were not realized as the w orld ru sh e d  head long into World War II.
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The  Period  o f G row th 1936-1955

T h e  early  pa rt o f the g row th  period  m arked the time when second 

generation  native  Rom anian c h u rch  w o rke rs  took o ve r  the re sp o n sib ilit ie s  

o f  c a r ry in g  on the A d v e n t is t  m essage.

D u r in g  the cataclysm al u n re s t s  o f the second q u a rte r  o f  the 

twentieth c e n tu ry ,  the evange lica l A d ve n t is t  m essage continued  to p ro sp e r. 

T h e  p lig h t of war d id  not cause  the A d ve n t is t  c h u rch  to fa lter; on the 

co n tra ry ,  it gave  it animation. In fact, the s t re s s  o f  war caused  many to 

appreciate  even more the sp ir itu a l encouragem ent o f the b ib lica l m essages. 

T h e n  the A d v e n t is t  c h u rch  had to face "h ig h  w ind s and  hu ge  w a ve s."

Se ve n th -d a y  A d v e n t is t s  be lieve they m ust adhere  to the  tenets o f  

the ir fa ith. T h is  inc ludes str ic t  ob se rvance  of the S e v e n th -d a y  Sabbath  

as well as ail ten commandments. Su ch  adherence  to the ir re lig io u s  p r in 

c ip le s caused them to be categorized as undesirab le . A s  a consequence, 

con stan t ha rassm ent re su lted . A  period  o f a lte rna ting  annullm ent and p e r 

m ission  to function  a s  a c h u rc h  o rgan ization  en sued . F ina lly , on December 

29, 1942, with decree-law  No. 927, the ch u rch  o rgan iza tion  was d isbanded , 

all c h u rc h  p rop e rtie s  were con fiscated, and  any  m anifestation o f the 

A d v e n t is t  ch u rch  organ iza tion  w as fo rb idden . T h e  con sequences o f the 

decree were felt immediately. A d ve n t is t  be lie ve rs were a rre sted , pu t on 

tria l fo r the ir  re lig iou s o b se rvance s, and  sentenced to many ye a rs  o f 

p r iso n . T h e y  endured  corpora l to rtu re s and  some died in jail. C h u rc h e s  

were confiscated and  most o f  them were d ist r ib u te d  to o ther re lig iou s 

denom inations o r to d iffe rent pub lic  in st itu t ion s. Some were transform ed 

into p la yho u se s o r movie theaters, o the rs  into w o rk sh o p s and  w arehouses 

o f  e ve ry  d e sc rip tion . The  p r in t in g  p re s s  w as confiscated and used  fo r
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ch u rch  members longed for a s t ro n g e r  sp ir itu a l life. T h e y  believed that 

with steadfast t ru s t  and hope in G o d 's  prom ises they would keep the 

faith and  p re se rve  the C h u rch  o rgan iza tion .

A s  pointed out earlie r in th is  stu d y  the u n ive rsa lity  of the A d v e n 

tist C h u rc h — the sp ir it  of b ro th e rly  fe llo w sh ip --h a s  engendered  stro n g  

sp ir itu a l re lations w ith sim ilar ch u rch  o rgan iza t ion s abroad. T h e  p e r

manence o f these b ro th e r ly  re lations has been dem onstrated from the 

b e g in n in g  o f the A d ve n t is t  C h u rc h  organ iza tion  in Romania until the 

ou tb reak  o f World War II.  How ever, these sp ir itu a l re lations w ith the 

Se ve n th -d a y  A d ve n t is t  C h u rc h  w orld  o rgan iza tion  were in te rrup ted  in 

1940 b y  the w ar; they were reestab lished  later.

Ev idence  o f th is  reestab lishm ent can be seen at the P o lish  A d v e n 

tist U n ion  Conference  held in Warsaw in 1965, Tach ic iu  loan and Dum itru  

Popa o f the Rom anian U n ion  Conference  committee took pa rt in that con 

ference. It was a s ign if ican t sta rt o f renewed re la tion sh ip s.

in  Novem ber 1967 the same Romanian delegation attended the Se ven th  

day  A d ve n t is t  So u the rn  European  D iv is io n  C o n g re s s  held in S a lz b u rg ,  

A u st r ia .  T he  follow ing yea r a la rge r de legation, I. T ach ic iu , D. Popa,

C . A lexe , and A . C on stan tine scu , partic ipated  at the Jubilee C o n g re s s  of 

the S D A  Sou the rn  European  D iv is io n  in B e rn , Sw itze rland . Then  in 1970 

I. T ach ic iu  and C . C h io ra scu  attended the S D A  General C onfe rence  Se ss io n  

held in A tlan tic  C ity , New Je rsey .

T h e se  worldw ide b ro the rly  re lations were enhanced in 1974 when 

Robert H. P ie rson , then p re s id en t of the S e ve n th -d a y  A d v e n t is t  C h u rc h  

w orld o rgan iza tion , and Edw in Lu de sche r, p re s id en t of the 

Se ve n th -d a y  A d ve n t is t  E u ro -A fr ic a  D iv is io n , came to Romania to v is it  the 

local con ferences and  ch u rch e s  and  to take pa rt in re lig iou s m eetings.
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in the name o f the Se ve n th -d a y  A d ve n t is t  C h u rc h  w o rke rs  of the C h u rc h  

have  been able to do the ir sta tu to ry  w ork and its in st itu t io n s have re 

ce ived the ir place w ithin the legal fram ew ork.

T h e  period  o f 1936-1955, therefore , can be characte rized  a s that of 

the most un ified  c h u rc h  leade rsh ip  ever. How ever, it was an era of 

afflictions; i.e ., World War I I,  the "catacom bs" experience, and  p e rse cu 

tion due to inhum an laws and  a m isu n d e rstan d in g  of the  "p u r it y  o f the 

fo re fa th e rs ' fa ith ." It was bound  by  a decree intended to so lve  b y  force  

what had failed b y  word and  example.

It was also a period  w hich culm inated with an o u tb u rs t  o f g la d n e ss  

and  liberties a fte r A u g u s t  23, 1944. C h u rc h  a c t iv ity  unpara lle led  in the 

h is to ry  o f the A d ve n t is t  C h u rc h  in Romania evange lized  e ve ry  pa rt  o f 

the land with both the spoken  and  the w ritten w ord.

Freedom from op p re ss ion  and the fear o f d e stru ction  and  war 

filled with g r ie f  and su f fe r in g s  caused b y  the war, and  rejoicing in 

libe rtie s gran ted  b y  the peop le 's  democratic governm ent, the A d v e n t is t  

C h u rc h  in a v e ry  sho rt time d ist r ib u te d  m illions o f  re lig iou s books, maga

z ines, and  leaflets; preached G o d 's  Word in ha lls and  ou tdoo rs, held 

pub lic  debates con ce rn in g  the te ach in gs o f  the A d v e n t is t  C h u rc h ,  and 

con stan tly  p u rsu e d  personal w ork. A ll these in v igo ra ted  the c h u rc h  and  

caused  an increase  in the ch u rch  m em bersh ip. T h e  A d v e n t is t  be lie ve rs 

felt that the ch u rch  w as exp e rienc in g  the ou tp o u r in g  o f the  H oly S p ir it ,  

and  that the Lo rd  w as b le ss in g  H is  se rv a n t s ' labo rs.

T he  Contem porary  Period,. 1955-1980

T h e  f ir s t  pa rt o f  the contem porary  pe riod , 1955-1966, was tum ul

tu ou s and some events were not the happ iest. N eve rthe le ss, A d ve n t is t
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other p u rp o se s. T he  theological sem inary  once used  to tra in  w o rke rs  fo r 

the ch u rch  was banned, and the b u ild in g  and all its facilities were tu rned  

ove r to an "h is to r ic "  denom ination fo r the tra in in g  o f "women m iss io n a r ie s. ' 

T h e  fu tu re  of the A d ve n t is t  ch u rch  seemed dismal indeed.

T h e n  the h is to ry  o f Romania reached a great tu rn in g  point.

Romania b u rs t  the fetters of bondage  and took her fate in he r own hand s. 

T he  date o f A u g u s t  23, 1944, m arked a new era. The  breeze of libe rty  

began to blow, and w ith th is  gentle  and re fre sh in g  b reath  decree-law  

No. 589 materialized on O ctober 22, 1944. A t  that time the ch u rch  p ro p e r

ties were su cce ss ive ly  re tu rned  for the w ork  o f the ch u rch . T h e  p r in t 

in g  house  began to p r in t  aga in , and the theological sem inary  w as g ive n  

back  to the A d v e n t is t s  fo r the p repara tion  o f c h u rch  w o rke rs. Once 

aga in  full libe rty  was gran ted  to p a sto rs  and  othe r w o rke rs  to fulfill 

the ir sp ir itua l du tie s.

In  1948 the Law of Denom inations w as prom ulgated. T h e  co n st itu 

tional p r in c ip le s on which th is  law was based have  been the legal frame

w ork  fo r the activ ity  o f the Se ve n th -d a y  A d ve n t is t  C h u rc h  too.

Based  on the liberties guaranteed  b y  law, the S e ve n th -d a y  

A d v e n t is t  C h u rch  in the Soc ia list R epub lic  o f  Romania has developed its 

own Sta tute  o f O rgan iza t ion  and Fun ction in g  w hich con stitu te s the 

ju rid ica l fram ew ork o f its internal relgious life.

In  1950 the A d ve n t is t  C h u rch  was o ffic ia lly  recogn ized  together 

with its con fe ssion  o f fa ith, and  the Statute  o f O rgan iza t ion  and 

Fu n c tion in g  was lega lly  app roved .

Based  on th is  legal recogn ition, the w o rk  o f the A d v e n t is t  C h u rc h  

in Romania entered a new stage. C h u rc h  p rop e rtie s  have  been reg iste red
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S in ce  that time th is  A d ve n t is t  interaction has become more frequent. 

E v id ence  o f th is  is  the frequency  o f v is it s  b y  Rom anian de legates to meet

in g s  held abroad; i.e ., the de legates o f  the Un ion  C onfe rence  Execu tive  

Committee o f S e ve n th -d a y  A d v e n t is t s  in the Soc ia list R epub lic  of Romania 

have  partic ipated  in the annual m eetings o f the S D A  E u ro -A fr ic a n  D iv is io n  

Committee in Be rne , Sw itze r la n d ; D um itru  Popa, p re s id en t o f the U n ion  

Conference, attended the C o n g re s s  fo r R e lig iou s L ib e rty  held in Am sterdam , 

N e therland s, M a rch  18-20, 1977; and  later, M arin  T . P irv a n , U n ion  C o n fe r

ence secre ta ry , and  G. In d r icau , d ire cto r o f the re tired  and  a ss istan ce  home, 

and  C . Petcu, U n ion  field se c re ta ry , attended the B ib le  C onfe rence  at 

F rieden sau  M iss io n a ry  Sem inary, M agd e b u rg , German Dem ocratic Repub lic .

In  add ition, D. Popa attended the General Conference  Committee in 

W ash ington, D .C .  in  1979; later in the summer of 1979, Popa, M. P irv a n , 

and  N. Dum itrescu, U n ion  Confe rence  tre a su re r, took pa rt in the C h r is t ia n  

Le ad e rsh ip  Sem inar held at C o llonges, F rance .

F ina lly , at the F if ty -th ird  World Se ss io n  o f  S e ve n th -d a y  A d v e n t is t s  

in D a llas, T e xa s, held A p r il 17-26, 1980, the U n ion  Conference  of Se ve n th - 

d a y  A d v e n t is t s  in  the Soc ia list Repub lic  o f  Romania w as rep re sen ted  by  the 

la rge st  Romanian delegation e ve r to partic ipate . T he  Romanian, flag flew 

in D a lla s along w ith f la g s  o f  189 o ther countrie s.

While Rom anian delegates go  abroad to partic ipate  in A d v e n t is t  

m eetings, m ulti-national de legates a r r iv e  in Romania to take  pa rt  in Rom anian 

con ferences; i.e ., P ie rre  Lanare s, S D A  E u ro -A fr ic a n  D iv is io n  d ire cto r o f 

the R e lig iou s Departm ent v is ited  in 1975; the follow ing yea r G eo rge s 

S te ve n y , p re siden t o f the F rench  A d ve n t is t  Sem inary  at C o llonge s, F rance , 

v is ite d  local c h u rch e s  and the Rom anian Theo log ica l Sem inary ; and  in 1977,



65

Edw ard  E. White, S D A  E u ro -A fr ic a n  D iv is io n  d ire cto r o f Education, also 

v is ited .

A  second v is it  b y  Robe rt H. P ie rson , h is  wife, and Edw in  Lu d e sch e r 

was made in M ay 1977. T h e ir  th ree-w eek stay  g re a t ly  streng then ed  the 

bond o f A d ve n t is t  re la tionsh ip . D. A . Delafield and Paul A . G o rdon , 

associate  secre tarie s of the Ellen G. White Estate in W ash ington, D .C . ,  

and O sw ald  Brem er, S p ir it  o f P rophecy  d ire c to r fo r the S D A  E u ro -A fr ic a n  

D iv is io n , v is ited  the U n ion  Confe rence  head qua rte rs  in B u ch a re st. T h e y  

conducted the f ir s t  S p ir it  of P rophecy  w ork shop  fo r  150 p a sto rs  and  v is ited  

ch u rch e s in fou r local con ferences.

T h e se  A d ve n t is t  ties have  streng thened  the Rom anian c h u rc h — a 

fact reflected in the m em bership which now su rp a s se s  that o f a n y  other 

Eu ropean  c o u n try  and in the E u ro -A fr ic a  D iv is io n . T h is  m eans that one- 

fou rth  o f E u ro -A fr ic a  D iv is io n  m em bership is in the So c ia list  Repub lic  of 

Romania!

T h e  follow ing statement from Ellen White conce rn ing  the A d v e n t is t  

C h u rc h  h is to ry  is s ign if ican t:

In  rev iew ing ou r pa st h is to ry ,  h a v in g  trave led  o ve r e ve ry  
step of advance to ou r p re sen t stan d in g , I can sa y  P ra ise  God!
A s  1 see what the Lo rd  has w rough t, I am filled with a s to n ish 
ment, and  with confidence in C h r is t  as leader. We have  no th ing  
to fear for the fu tu re , except as we shall fo rge t the way the 
Lo rd  has led u s, and  H is  teach ing in ou r pa st h is to ry .^

/'Ellen G. White, Life  Ske tch e s o f Ellen G. White (M ounta in  View, 
C a lif .:  Pacific P re ss  P u b lish in g  A ssoc ia t ion , 1943), p. 196.



C H A P T E R  V I

T H E  C U R R E N T  S E V E N T H -D A Y  A D V E N T IS T  C O N C E P T  

ON C H U R C H -S T A T E  R E L A T IO N S H IP

T h e  Se ve n th -d a y  A d ve n t is t  concept of C h u rc h -S ta te  re lationsh ip^ 

h a s  been g rou nde d  on the B ib le  teach ings and the S p ir it  o f  P rophecy  w rit

in g s— those  w r it in g s  o f Ellen G. White accepted by A d v e n t is t s  as G o d -g ive n .

The  re la tion sh ip  between man and  h is  C reato r, between man and  man 

and  between ch u rch  and state a re  c lose ly  connected, follow ing M rs .  W h ite 's 

comment that "C it iz e n s  o f heaven will make the best c itizen s o f e a r th . "  

A d v e n t is t s  believe that true  C h r is t ia n s  who have  a r ig h t  attitude toward 

God will p rove  to have the r igh t attitude toward the ir n e ig h b o rs  and  toward 

the c iv il au thoritie s.

Ten  Fundam ental P r in c ip le s  o f  
C h u rch -S ta te  Re la tionsh ip

Be lie v in g  that the B ib le  is  the in sp ire d  Word o f God w hich com prises 

u n ch an g in g  p r in c ip le s  that sho ld  g o ve rn  m an -C reato r, man-man, and 

C h u rc h -S ta te  re la tion sh ip s, S e ve n th -d a y  A d v e n t is t s  believe the fundam en

tal p r in c ip le s:

1 . God as C rea to r o f all th in g s  has e stab lished  the re la tionsh ip  
that shou ld  p reva il between H im self and man, and between chu rch  
and state.

3 . God endowed man with inte lligence, with means for ob ta in ing  a 
know ledge  o f h is C re a to r 's  p u rp o se  and will for him, w ith moral p e r 
ception and  conscience, with the power o f free choice to determ ine h is

1See append ix , pp. 98 and  99.
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own de st in y , and  w ith re sp o n sib ilty  to h is  C rea to r fo r the u se  he 
m akes o f  these faculties; and that m an 's f ir s t  and  suprem e d u ty  is 
to know and to cooperate with h is  C re a to r 's  revealed will.

3. M a n 's  re la tionsh ip  to h is  feilowman re sts  on the basic  p r in 
c ip le s of u n se lf ish  love as illu stra ted  in the w ords, "W hatsoever ye 
would that men shou ld  do to you, do ye  even so  to them ;" and  that 
application o f th is  p r in c ip le  in vo lve s recogn ition  of the equal r ig h t s  
o f o the rs  u n d e r  God and a d irect re sp o n s ib ility  to God for ou r treat
ment o f o u r feilowman.

4. T h e  c h u rc h  is a d iv in e ly  o rda ined  in stitu tion , the  role of 
w hich  is to p re se rve  and to proclaim  G o d 's  m essage to man, to a s s is t  
man in m aking H is  d e sig n  effective  in h is heart and  life, and  to un ite 
its members in fe llow ship, w orsh ip , and se rv ice .

5. C iv il governm ent is o rda ined  b y  G od; that its d iv in e ly  appointed 
function  is to protect men in the legitimate exe rc ise  o f the ir r ig h t s ,  to 
p ro v id e  a su itab le  environm ent in w hich they can p u rsu e  the  objectives 
set fo r them b y  the ir C reato r.

6 . In view  o f its d iv in e ly  o rda ined  role, c iv il gove rnm ent is  en 
titled to m an 's  respectfu l and w illing obedience in temporal m atters 
to the  extent that c iv il requ irem ents do not conflict w ith those  o f 
G od; in o the r w ord s, man is bound  to "re n d e r  therefore  to C ae sa r 
the th in g s  that are  C a e sa r 's "  bu t to re se rve  fo r "G od  the th in g s  that 
are  G o d 's "  to exe rc ise  an active, personal intere st and concern  in 
m atters a ffecting the pub lic  welfare, and  to be an exem plary c itizen.

7. M a n 's  twofold d u ty  to C ae sa r and  to God, each in h is  re spective  
sphere , implies a clear d ist inc tion  between the ir separate  sph e re  o f 
au tho r ity  and  ju risd ic tion ; that God has delegated to c iv il governm ent 
au tho r ity  and  ju risd ic tion  in temporal m atters, while re se rv in g  to H im self 
au tho rity  and ju risd ic tion  o ve r m an 's consc ience  that in the best in te re sts  
of both c h u rc h  and  state, c iv il governm ent m ust o b se rve  str ic t  neu tra l
ity in re lig iou s m atters, ne ither prom oting re lig ion  no r re s t r ic t in g  in d i
v id u a ls  o r the c h u rch  in the legitimate exe rc ise  of the ir r ig h t s .

8 . R e lig iou s freedom co n s is ts  of the inalienable r ig h t  to believe and 
to w o rsh ip  God acco rd ing  to conscience, w ithout coercion, re stra in t, 
o r  c iv il d isab ility , and to practice  o n e 's  re lig ion  and prom ulgate  it 
w ithout in terfe rence  or pena lty; and of the ob ligation to g ra n t  the same 
r ig h t  to o thers. *

A t  th is  po int, pe rh ap s two more p r in c ip le s  can be stated. T h e y  

a re  that the C h u rch  shou ld  be separated from the State  and  the re la tions 

between the C h u rc h  and  State shou ld  be characte rized  b y  mutual re ga rd .

^General Con fe rence  Autum n Council 1965, C h u rc h -S ta te  Re la tion 
sh ip  (W ash ington , D .C .  : Takom a P a rk , O ctober 20-25, 1965), pp . 4-5.



non in te rfe rence  by  the State  in the home re lig iou s a ffa irs  o f the C h u rc h ;  

and that the A d ve n t is t  C h u rch  has the d iv in e  ta sk  to cooperate with the 

State  A u th o r ity  in p re se rv in g  the peace.

T he  C h r is t ia n  A s  an Ideal C itizen

C hap te r 2 o f Part 1 o f th is  project po in ts ou t the C h r is t ia n 's  dual 

re sp o n s ib ility  to both d iv ine  and human au tho rity . A lso  noted w as P a u l 's  

exp lic it declaration in Rom 13 that c iv il governm ent has legitimate a u th o r

ity  to make certa in  dem ands upon the C h r is t ia n . "F o r  there  is  no au tho rity  

except from C od , and those that e x ist  have been in stitu ted  b y  C o d . "  The  

C h r is t ia n  is, therefore , to "b e  subject to" them, re n d e rin g  to "them the ir 

d u e s . "  It was fu rth e r  noted that unde r the au tho rita r ian  Rome o n e 's  du ty  

to "C a e sa r "  con sisted  e ssen tia lly  o f  simple compliance w ith the  laws o f  the  

Land.

In  a rep re sen ta tive  soc ia list dem ocracy, su ch  as the Soc ia list 

R ep ub lic  of Romania, ultimate au tho r ity  re side s w ith the people. C h r is t ia n s ,  

then, a s good c itizen s, shou ld  partic ipate  in m aking the laws a s well as 

o b se rv in g  them, not as a p r iv ile ge  o r even a r igh t, bu t as a d u ty . Who 

shou ld  be better able to d isch a rge  h is  d u ty  a s a c itizen in a rep re sen ta tive  

soc ia list dem ocracy better than the C h r is t ia n  who con s id e rs  h im self d u ty  

bound  by Cod  to take an active  in te re st in the w ell-bei n g  of society, 

who is w illing  to place the common good above  h is  own persona l in te re sts ?

In a rep re sen ta tive  soc ia list dem ocracy, c itizen s e xe rc ise  th is  r ig h t  

and  fulfill th is  d u ty  th ro u gh  the chosen  rep re sen ta tive s o f  the people. Is  

partic ipation, for instance, in the p roce ss o f gove rnm ent one o f the 

" t h in g s "  a C h r is t ia n  c itizen may law fully  "re n d e r  to C a e sa r ? "  A d v e n t is t s  

be lieve that the au tho rita t ive  voice e xp re sse d  in the w r it in g s  o f Ellen White,
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gene ra lly  re ferred  to a s  the S p ir it  o f P rophecy, has po sit ive ly  streng then ed  

th is concept.

Cooperation

In  what w ays are  the C h r is t ia n  c itizen s a sked  to cooperate w ith the 

c iv il au tho rit ie s? Because  the S p ir it  o f P rophecy  po ints out that those  who 

con fe ss  to be C h r is t 's  follow ers shou ld  be the best c itizen s o f earth. 

A d v e n t is t s  feel they shou ld  be the " l ig h t  o f the w orld " and the "sa lt  o f 

the e a rth " that God m ight be g lo rifie d .

In any  job, the C h r is t ia n  shou ld  be honest and in d u str io u s .  He

shou ld  have  a C h r is t l ik e  characte r. Ellen White w rites:

. . . He [Je su s] was perfect as a w orkm an, as He was pe rfect in 
cha racte r. B y  H is  own example He tau gh t that it is o u r  d u ty  to 
be in d u st r io u s  that o u r  w ork  shou ld  be perform ed w ith exactne ss 
and  th o ro u gh n e ss, and  that such  labor is honorab le . 1

A d ve n t is t  be lie ve rs  have  often been called to w ork  a s m anagers, 

b o ok -keep e rs, and  ca sh ie rs  because they are  recogn ized  a s honest. T h is  

fact ca sts  a beam o f ligh t upon the ir re lig io u s  con v ic tion s and  the ir 

sp ir itu a l level.

A d v e n t is t s ,  then, shou ld  be the best c itizen s liv in g  in any  community 

heed ing the admonition of S c r ip tu re  to "se e k  the peace" (1 Pet 3:11, R S V )  

o f the local community and  the nation, and  "re a d y  fo r a n y  honest w o rk " 

(T itu s  3:1, R S V ) .

E v e ry  community ho ld s many w orthy  and  needy cau se s to which 

A d v e n t is t s  shou ld  con tribu te  and in which they shou ld  partic ipate  as time, 

means, and ab ilities perm it. M any  prob lem s requ ire  g ro u p  re sp o n se --a  

collective answ er. A d v e n t is t s  shou ld  endeavor to make G o d 's  love a

^White, T he  D e sire  o f A g e s ,  p. 72.
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reality in the social life o f the community.

Some A d v e n t is t s  separate them selves from the community with three 

main e xcu se s:

Political re a so n s . Some A d v e n t is t s  a rgue  that social prob lem s are  

political and  that these actions have no th ing  to do with re lig ion . B u t 

social problem s are  human problem s and the concerned  C h r is t ia n  A d v e n 

t ist  shou ld  re spond  to the human need.

T he  se p a ra t io n -o f-C h u rch -a n d -S ta te  e x c u se . It is true  that the 

c h u rc h  shou ld  be separated from the state. B u t  th is  separation  h a s  to do 

w ith in st itu tion s and  not with p e rso n s. A d ve n t is t  C h r is t ia n s  are  called 

to have  an active  pa rt in so lv in g  social problem s. T h e  C h u rc h  shou ld  be 

in tere sted  in education and pub lic  m orality, too.

T he  "sp ir it u a l"  e x c u se . Some a rgu e  that the C h r is t ia n 's  in te re st is 

w ith the eternal life and not with the material life. T h e y  have  fo rgotten  

that it is the whole pe rson  w hose in fluence  shou ld  be u sed . "D o  you  not 

know  that y o u r  body is  a temple o f the Holy S p ir it  w ith in  you , w hich  you  

have  from G od ? You  a re  not y o u r  ow n" (1 C o r  6:19, R S V ) .  T h e  good laws 

have  an educational role. It is unw ise  to object to such  laws. Clearly, p ro b 

lems will not be so lved b y  laws but ne ithe r can they be so lved  w ithout laws. 

The  A d v e n t is t s  as a true  C h r is t ia n  community shou ld  set a good  example. 

C h r is t ia n s ,  therefore , shou ld  ever remain in a position  w here they can 

cooperate with any  state au tho rity  fo r the w elfare of those  in need, and  for 

the w e ll-be ing and  h ap p in e ss  of the ir fatherland.

A d v e n t is t s  shou ld  be ready in em ergencies such  as d isa s te r s  or 

calam ities to make sacrifice s o f material va lue s to p ro v id e  immediate a id .

A  concrete example o f su ch  cooperation can be cited when a severe
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earthquake  s t ru c k  Romania on M arch  4, 1977. A n  artic le  p u b lish e d  in the 

A d ve n t is t  Review  and  H erald  reads:

Se ve n th -d a y  A d ve n t is t  World se rv ice , in cooperation with 
the Rom anian Governm ent and the E u ro -A fr ic a  D iv is io n , is  p ro 
v id in g  hum anitarian re lief in the amount o f $50, 000. T he  money, 
w hich will be used to pu rch a se  medical and su rg ic a l sup p lie s, 
among othe r th in g s,  ha s been presented  to the Rom anian am
b a ssad o r, Nicolae N ico lae . 1

A d v e n t is t s  be lieve that God ha s not settled them in the w orld to 

become isolated from the w orld. In H is own p ra y e r  Je su s  p ra ye d , " I  do 

not p ra y  that thou sh o u ld st  take them out o f the w orld, but that thou 

sh o u ld st  keep them from the evil one" (John 17:15, R S V ) .  E llen G. White 

categorica lly  stre sse d  the fact that the A d v e n t is t s ' ca lling  is  to live  among 

the people, and  a s C h r is t ia n s  be w illing to do the ir sha re  a long  w ith o the rs  

tow ard  m ainta in ing a stable state o f society so long a s the w orld  e x ists. 

J e su s  C h r is t ,  when on earth, m ingled con stantly  with men in o rd e r  to 

up lift and  ennoble  them. " I  sanctify  M y se lf , "  He declared, "th a t they also 

m ight be sanctified " (John  17:19).

T h e  C h r is t ia n  then is m orally ob liged  before God to fu lfill h is 

d u t ie s  a s  a re spo n sib le  c itizen. He is called to p ro ve  the va lue  and  power 

o f  eternal tru th . A d v e n t is t s  believe that the B ib le  tru th  enab les people to 

be u se fu l to the ideals o f peace, that it enables them to be a b le ss in g  to 

the ir n e ig h b o rs  acco rd ing  to C h r is t 's  command: "Y o u  shall love y o u r  

n e igh b o r  as y o u r se lf "  (Rom 13:9, R S V ) .  Fo r instance, John B y in g to n  

(1798-1887), the f ir s t  p re s id en t o f  the General Conference, was active ly  

a n t i- s la v e ry  in h is  conception, p ro v in g  it b y  concrete action.

*[H .  D. B u rb a n k ] ,  ed itoria l. Review  and  Herald, M arch  24, 1977,
p . 24.
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He re gu la r ly  enterta ined In d ia n s  and N egroes in h is  home, 
and is said to have  maintained a station o f the U n d e rg ro u n d  
Ra ilroad  at B u c k 's  B r id g e ,  New Y o rk ,  when he lived on a 
fa r m . 1

In  the ligh t o f  these t ru th s  and  requests, the follow ing fact is 

c learly  pointed out, namely, that an A d ve n t is t  C h r is t ia n  shou ld  be 

po lished  up  and transform ed into an honest pe rson  by  the B ib le  tru th .

Su c h  a C h r is t ia n  is made usefu l fo r society th ro u gh  h is  w ork, in te g r ity , 

and  honesty . A ll these are  con stituent elements of a C h r is t ia n  characte r, 

a cha racte r w hich is  so much needed in the world of today o r o f an y  othe r 

time. It is clear, therefore , that the Gospel p la y s  a po sit ive  role in the 

C h r is t ia n 's  life. T h is  means that the C h r is t ia n  is sanctified  b y  B ib le  tru th  

not on ly  so that he would be able to live  in a heaven ly  atm osphere but a lso  

so  that he is rendered  an honest and usefu l pe rson  to contem porary  

society. A s  Je su s  C h r is t  d id , a true  C h r is t ia n  shou ld  live  to make o the rs  

happy.

^Don F. Neufe ld, ed itor, Se ve n th -d a y  A d ve n t is t  Encycloped ia  
(W ash ington , D .C . :  Review  and Herald P u b lish in g  A ssoc ia t ion , 1976), s . v .  
"B y in g to n ,  Jo h n ."



AN  E V A L U A T IO N  O F  T H E  S E V E N T H -D A Y  A D V E N T IS T  
C H U R C H - S T A T E  R E L A T IO N S H IP  IN T H E  

S O C IA L IS T  R E P U B L IC  O F  R O M A N IA

It was noted above that Se ve n th -d a y  A d v e n t is t s  be lieve "T h a t  

re lig io u s  freedom co n s is ts  of the inalienable r ig h t  to believe and  to w or

sh ip  God acco rd ing  to conscience, w ithout coercion, re stra in t , o r  c iv il 

d isab ility , and  to p ractice  o n e 's  re lig ion  and prom ulgate  it w ithout in te r

ference o r p e n a lty ."

T h is  fundam ental p r in c ip le  o f C h u rc h -S ta te  re la tion sh ip  g iv e s  r ise  

to the question . Is  the re lig iou s life o f the S e ve n th -d a y  A d ve n t is t  C h u rc h  

in the Soc ia list Repub lic  o f Romania ta k in g  place in freedom in o rd e r  to 

p ractice  the ir re lig iou s fa ith ? A n d  if the an sw e r is  po sitive , then, How 

does the Soc ia list R ep ub lic  of Romania en su re  free practice  of the A d v e n 

t is t s ' re lig io u s  fa ith ?

T he  Se ve n th -d a y  A d v e n t is t  C h u rc h  benefits b y  full gu a ran tee s 

o f h a v in g  sp ir itua l ties w ith sim ilar C h u rc h e s  abroad and  b y  a ttend ing  

the activ it ie s of international re lig io u s  o rgan iza tion s. It is n e ce ssa ry  to 

seek the an sw e rs o f the above-m entioned que stion s.

T h e  Rom anian C on stitu tion  G uaran tee s the 
Freedom  o f  Consc ience  and  o f 

R e lig iou s  W orsh ip

P rac t ic in g  re lig iou s freedom, w hich is  an element of freedom o f 

conscience, became a liv in g  reality in Romania with the estab lishm ent of

C H A P T E R  V I I
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the peop le 's  democratic system  in the 1940s.

Ba sic  r ig h t s  and du tie s o f  the c itizen s are  mi rro re d , f ir s t  and  

forem ost, in the c o u n t ry 's  fundamental cha rte r, the C on stitu tion  o f  the 

Soc ia list Repub lic  o f Romania.

O n the b a sis  o f th is C on stitu tion  there  was prom ulgated in 1948 the 

Law of Denom inations. T h e  legal fram ew ork fo r the ac t iv ity  o f the Seven th  

day  A d ve n t is t  C h u rc h  is  that stipu lated  in the Law. T he  way regu la tion s 

have  been e stab lished  in Romania with rega rd  to re lig io u s  a c t iv ity  is a ll- 

pe rvaded  by  respect fo r c iv ic  r ig h t s ,  and  cond itions be ing  p ro v id e d  to 

th is end. Freedom o f conscience  o f  all c it izen s, e xp re sse d  b y  all fundam en 

tal laws, b e g in n in g  w ith 1948, is a lso  guaranteed  by the 1965 Rom anian 

C on stitu tion , w hich states in A rt ic le  30:

Freedom o f consc ience  shall be guaranteed  to all c it izen s  of 
the Soc ia list R epub lic  o f  Romania.

A n y b o d y  shall be free to sha re  or not a re lig iou s fa ith . T h e  
freedom o f e xe rc is in g  a re lig io u s  body shall be guaranteed . T h e  
re lig io u s  bodies shall o rgan ize  and function  free ly. T h e  mode o f 
o rgan iza tion  and  func tion in g  o f the re lig iou s body shall be re g u 
lated b y  law. 1

W orthy o f attention is  the fact that the re lig ion  an ind iv idua l 

p ractice s o r the nationality  he be longs to benefits b y  p ro v is io n s  o f  the 

law and in no way may these elements influence the exe rc ise  o f c iv ic  free 

dom and r ig h t s .  P rac t ic in g  a re lig ion  o r not can do no harm to c it ize n s ' 

equa lity  o f r ig h t s .  A rt ic le  17 o f the C on stitu tion  sa y s :

The  c it izen s o f  the Soc ia list Repub lic  o f Romania, ir re sp e c 
tive  of the ir nationality, race, sex , o r re lig ion, shall have  equal 
r ig h t s  in all f ie ld s o f economic, political, ju rid ica l, social and 
cu ltu ra l life.

T h e  State  shall guarantee  the equal r ig h t s  of the c itizen s.

^The G rand  National A sse m b ly , C onstitu tion  o f the Soc ia list 
Repub lic  of Romania (B u ch a re st:  M erid iane  P u b lish in g  House, 1975), p. 11
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No re stric tion  o f these r ig h t s  and no d iffe rence  in the ir e xe rc ise  
on the  g ro u n d s  o f nationality, race, sex , o r  re lig ion  shall be p e r
mitted.

A n y  attempt at e stab lish in g  su ch  re str ic t io n s, at nationa list- 
c h a u v in is t  p ropaganda  and a fomentation o f racial o r national 
hatred  shall be pun ished  by  law . 1

P ractic in g  re lig iou s freedom is not on ly  guaranteed  but a lso  de

fended b y  law. T h u s  to defend re lig iou s freedom, the soc ia list State 

has form ulated and issued  these  penal in strum ents: (1) A rt ic le  318, 

p a r a g r a p h s .  Penal Code, con s id e rs  it an o ffense  to coerce an ind iv idua l 

into attend ing the ritual o f  a n y  denom ination o r into pe rfo rm ing  a re 

lig io u s  a c tiv ity  o f an y  denom ination; ( 2 ) A rt ic le  319, Penal Code, co n s i

d e rs  it an offence to desecrate g ra ve s  o r memorials; (3) A rt ic le  247,

Penal Code, p ro h ib its  any  d iscrim ination  in c iv ic  r ig h t s  on g ro u n d s  of 

re lig io u s  fa ith, any  act o f pu ttin g  a lid on the exerc ise  o f su ch  r ig h t s  be ing 

pun ished  with p r iso n  sentences; (4) A rt ic le  357, p u n ish e s  genoc ide—  

in c lu d in g  that perpetrated  because of re lig iou s g ro u n d s .

T h u s  in conform ity w ith the laws o f  the cou n try  the rapport between 

the State  and  the C h u rc h  is  ru led b y  mutual respect and  non in te rfe rence  

b y  the State in re lig io u s  a ffa irs.

T h e  p r in c ip le s  of a s s u r in g  the re lig iou s freedom were g ive n  a con 

crete form in the 1948 Law of Denom inations. A rt ic le  1, p a ra g ra p h  1, sa y s :

"T h e  State  guaran tee s the freedom o f conscience  and the re lig iou s freedom

2
on the whole te rr ito ry  o f the Soc ia list  Repub lic  o f Rom an ia." A rt ic le  3, 

p a ra g ra p h  2, sa y s :  "R e lig io u s  faith cannot h inde r a n yb o d y  in ob ta in ing  and  

enjoy ing  c iv il and  political r ig h t s  and  it cannot ab so lve  anyone  o f the * 2

^ Ib id ., p. 8 .

2T he  G ra n d  National A ssem b ly , T h e  Law o f R e lig iou s Denom inations 
(B u ch a re st:  T h e  Official Bu lle tin  of the Soc ia list Repub lic  of Romania, Part I, 
No. 178 of 4 A u g u s t  1948), p. 7.
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ob liga t ion s p re sc r ib e d  by  the law.^ A rt ic le s  6 and  7 of the same Law of 

Denom inations read:

T h e  R e lig iou s denom inations are  free to o rgan ize  them
se lve s  and they can function  free ly  p rov ided  the ir p ractice s 
and  ritesdo not conflict w ith the Constitu tion , se cu r ity , o r 
pub lic  o rd e r  nor w ith the good m orals.

T h e  R e lig iou s Denom inations can o rgan ize  them selves a cco rd 
ing  to the ir own stan d a rd s, in accordance with the ir p recep ts, 
canons and trad itions. 2

A rt ic le s  23 and 26 say :

T h e  a c tiv ity  o f the recogn ized re lig iou s denom inations shou ld  
be done a cco rd in g  to the ir re lig iou s teach ings, the ir app roved  
Sta tu te s o f o rgan ization  and acco rd ing  to the laws of the c o u n try  
and  to the good m orals.

T he  re lig iou s denom inations can u se  the mother tongue  o f  the ir 
ch u rch  members in the ir internal life and  activ it ie s. 3

A rt ic le  44 sa y s:

T h e  re lig iou s denom inations a re  free to o rgan ize  the ir educa
tion for t ra in in g  the ir c le rg y  un de r the State  s u p e rv is io n . ^

On the b a s is  o f the above-quoted  libe rtie s guaranteed  by  law the 

S e ve n th -d a y  A d ve n t is t  C h u rc h  in the Soc ia list Repub lic  of Romania has 

w orked  out its  own Statute  of O rgan iza t ion  and Fu n c tion in g  w hich con 

stitu te s the ju rid ica l fram ework of its internal re lig io u s  life. T h e  Statute  

was ap p roved  by  Decree #1203/1950. A rt ic le  1 o f  th is  decree s a y s  that 

the statute  of o rgan ization  and  func tion in g  of the S e ve n th -d a y  A d v e n t is t  

C h u rc h  in the Soc ia list Repub lic  o f Romania was ap p roved .

T h u s ,  en joy ing  the ad van tage s o f the new social o rde r, the A d ve n  

t ist  c h u rch  in Romania has been recogn ized  as a re lig io u s  denom ination , 

fo r the f ir s t  time in its h isto ry .

^ b id .  2|b id ., p. 8 .

1̂ b id ., p . 1 1 .

^1 b id ., p. 14.
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It is notew orthy that Romania has no dom inant c h u rch e s,  no 

p riv ile ged  or d isad van taged  ch u rch e s, no subo rd ina ted  ch u rch e s  depend 

ing  on the num bers of be lie ve rs o r on nationality.

T he  law g iv e s  each re lig iou s denom ination the r ig h t  to o rgan ize  

re lig iou s life accord ing  to the specific  nationality  o f the be lie ve rs, a 

p ro v is io n  which materialized from the fact that the be lie ve rs  are  free to 

u se  the ir mother tongue  in all c ircum stances.

T he  p ro found  change s w hich took place in the social life o f Romania 

d id  not modify in any  respect the on go in g  upw ard  cou rse  of the A d v e n t is t  

be lie ve rs ' partic ipation  in the life and activ it ie s o f  the ir local ch u rch e s. For 

the f ir s t  time in the h is to ry  o f Romania and  o f the Se ve n th -d a y  A d v e n t is t  

C h u rc h ,  A d v e n t is t s  live  the ir re lig iou s live s on the b a s is  o f laws w hich 

guaran tee  equal r ig h t s  and re lig io u s  freedom to all re lig iou s denom inations.

It is now n ece ssa ry  to s tu d y  the ju rid ica l fram ew ork o f  the  internal 

re lig iou s life of the S e ve n th -d a y  A d v e n t is t  C h u rc h  in the So c ia list  

R ep ub lic  o f Romania.

T h e  S ta tu to ry  O rgan iza t ion  
of the C h u rch

On the b a s is  of the re lig io u s  liberties guaranteed  by  the Rom anian 

state laws w hich say  that "th e  re lig io u s  denom inations are  free to o rgan ize  

them selves and they can function  free ly  . . . a cco rd in g  to the ir own 

stan d a rd s, in accordance with the ir p recep ts, canons and tra d it io n s, "^  

the Se ve n th -d a y  A d ve n t is t  C h u rc h  in the So c ia list  R epub lic  of Romania has 

w orked  out its own statute of o rgan iza tion  and  func tion in g .

T h e  Se ve n th -d a y  A d v e n t is t  C h u rc h  has adopted the rep re sen ta tive  *

* Ib id . , p. 8 .
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form of governm ent. T h is  rep re sen ta tive  form recogn ize s that au tho r ity  

in the ch u rch  re sts  in the c h u rch  m em bership; execu tive  re sp o n s ib ility  

is delegated to rep re sen ta tive  bod ies and o ffice rs  for the g o v e rn in g  o f 

the ch u rch . T h is  form o f ch u rch  governm ent also recogn ize s the equa lity  

o f  the ord ination  o f the en tire  m in istry .

E v e ry  ch u rch  member in good and re gu la r  s ta n d in g  has the r ig h t  

to vote for the election o f c h u rch  o ffice rs, ch u rch  a ffa irs ,  and  fo r re 

ce iv in g  and d isfe llo w sh ip in g  o f  members.

C hap te r 111 o f the Statute  o f O rgan iza t ion  and  Function ing  o f the 

Se ve n th -d a y  A d ve n t is t  C h u rch  in the So c ia list  R epub lic  of Romania deals 

w ith the c h u rch  o rgan iza tion . A rt ic le s  13, 14, and 15 sa y :

T he  component p a rts  o f the Se ve n th -d a y  A d v e n t is t  C h u rc h  
are: the local c h u rc h ,  the local con fe rence , and  the  un ion  c o n 
ference.

T h e  local c h u rc h  is the f ir s t  step  in o u r  c h u rc h  o rgan iza tion .
T h e  local ch u rch e s of one o r more d is t r ic t s  form a local conference. 
A ll local con fe rence s th ro u gh ou t the  te rr ito ry  o f the Soc ia list 
R epub lic  o f Romania form a union named the Union C onfe rence  o f 
the S e ve n th -d a y  A d v e n t is t  C h u rc h  in the  Soc ia list  R epub lic  of 
Romania.

T h e  local ch u rch e s, the local con fe rence s, and  the union 
con fe ren ce  o rgan ize  them selves and  a re  gu ided  a cco rd in g  to the 
p ro v is io n s  of the p re sen t Statute.

T h e  local con fe ren ce s and the union con fe rence  a re  ju rist ic  
p e rso n s  in accordance  with the Law of the R e lig iou s  Denom inations.^

T he  Local C h u rc h . A rt ic le  22 o f the Sta tu te s of O rgan iza t ion  and  

Fu n c tion in g  de fines the local ch u rch . It sa y s:

T h e  local c h u rch  is  a g ro u p in g  w ith a re lig iou s characte r, 
a un ited  o rgan ized  body  formed of a su ffic ien t num ber o f  in 
d iv id ua l be lie ve rs who entered the c h u rch  a fte r they had fu l
filled the cond itions mentioned in A rtic le  7 o f the p re sen t Statute. 2

78

The  U nion  Conference  o f the Se ve n th -d a y  A d v e n t is t s ,  T h e  Statute  
o f  O rgan iza t ion  and  F u n ctio n in g of the S ev e n th -d a y  A d v e n t is t  C h u rch  in 
the So c ia list  Repub lic  of Romania (B u ch a re st :  C en tru l 3 P o iig ra fic , 1950),
p. 11. -

^ Ib id . , p . 12.
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A rtic le  30 re fe rs to the leadersh ip  o f the ch u rch .

T h e  lead ing body  o f  the c h u r c h 'i s  a board formed o f one to 
th ree  local e lde rs and  a lso  o f  two to s ix  members; as fa r as 
po ss ib le  these members are  to be from among those who have  
re sp o n s ib ilit ie s  in the c h u rc h .

T h e  election o f the c h u rch  board  and of all o ther ch u rch  
o ffice rs  is made by the ch u rch  members of the o rd in a ry  con 
stituency  meeting. T h e y  a re  elected fo r a period  of two 
ye a rs. ^

T he  local chu rch  has no au tho rity  ou tside  the te rr ito ry  of its 

members. A ll the d iv in e  se rv ice s, w hich  are  pub lic , are held in the 

house  o f  p raye i— a ch u rch  o r o the r de signated  place o f w orsh ip .

T h e re  a re  525 o rgan ized  local ch u rch e s  w ith in  the S e ve n th -d a y  

A d v e n t is t  C h u rch  in the Soc ia list  Repub lic  o f Romania. A d v e n t is t  

m em bership is 55,000; more than 100,000 claim m em bership o f the  Sabbath  

Schoo ls. T he  la rge st  local ch u rch , located in B u ch a re st, ha s 1,000 ch u rch  

members.

T h e  Local C o n fe re n ce . T h e  Statute  of O rgan iza t ion  and Fu n c tion 

ing o f the Se ve n th -d ay  A d ve n t is t  C h u rc h  de fines the local c on ference  as 

be ing

. . .  an organ iza tion  w ith sp ir itu a l and adm in istra tive  cha racte r 
w hich is formed of more local c h u rch e s  in one o r more re g io n s. 2

The  lead ing body o f  the local co n fe ren ce  is a committee 
formed of the con fe rence  p re siden t, the secre ta ry , the t re a su re r, 
and  two to s ix  members who will be p re fe rab ly  from the perm anent 
departmental d ire c to rs. 3

T he  re sp o n s ib ilit ie s  of the conference  committee a re  de scribed  in A rt ic le
t

40 o f the Statute. O rd in a ry  con stituency  m eetings of the local c o n fe re n ce s  

take  place once eve ry  fou r yea rs.

The  de libe ra tive  au thority  o f the local con ference  is the 
con stituency  meeting o f the con fe rence . T h is  au tho rity , in 1

1 2
Ib id .,  pp. 13-14. Ib id .,  p. 16.

3I b id .



se ss ion , elects the lead ing body, g ra n t s  c reden tia ls and  licenses, 
ra tifie s the o rgan ization  and  the d isb a n d in g  of ch u rch e s  and  
makes dec is ion s con ce rn in g  prob lem s that bear on the w elfare of 
the conference. 1

T he re  a re  c u rre n t ly  fou r local con fe rence s w ith in  the fram ew ork 

o f  the union con fe rence  o f the Se ve n th -d a y  A d v e n t is t  C h u rc h ,  namely,

(1) B uch a re st  Conference, o rgan ized  in 1928 and  reorgan ized  in 1961, has 

204 local ch u rch e s  in 12 re g io n s; ( 2 ) Cluj Conference, o rgan ized  in 1911 

and  reorgan ized  in 1961, has 127 local ch u rch e s  in 8 re g io n s; (3) S ib iu  

Conference, reorgan ized  in 1961, has 99 local ch u rch e s  in 11 reg ion s; 

and  (4) Bacau Conference, o rgan ized  in 1928 and reorgan ized  in 1961, 

ha s 95 local ch u rch e s  in 8 re g ion s. T h e  organ ization  of a C on fe rence  is  

p lanned at the 1980 Union Confe rence  Se ss io n .

T h e  U n ion  C on fe rence . A rtic le  50 o f the Statute  of O rgan iza t ion  

and Fu n c tion in g  m akes the follow ing p ro v is io n :

T he  U n ion  Conference, as a central o rgan ization , is formed 
o f all local con fe rence s th ro ugh ou t the te rr ito ry  o f  the Soc ia list 
Repub lic  of Romania.

It is a rep resentative , sp ir itu a l,  and  adm in istra tive  au th o r
ity. ?  ' .

A rt ic le  52 re fe rs  to the leade rsh ip  of the un ion con fe rence .

T he  leading body of the un ion  con fe ren ce  is a committee 
formed of the Union p re siden t, the secre ta ry , the tre a su re r, 
and  fou r members who will be p re fe rab ly  from the departm ental 
d ire c to rs.

T h e  follow ing are  ex -o ffic io  members of the U n ion  Confe rence  
Execu tive  Committee: the p re s id e n ts  o f the local con fe rence s, the 
p rinc ipa l o f the theological sem inary, and  the d ire c to r o f the 
p u b lish in g  house. ^

A rt ic le  53 of the Statute  o f O rgan iza t ion  and Function ing  m akes p ro v is io n  

fo r the  re sp o n s ib ilit ie s  of the un ion  con ference  committee.

80

^ Ib id ., p. 19.

^ Ib id ., p. 2 1 . ^ Ib id .
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T h e  con stituency  m eetings o f the  Union C onfe rence  norm ally take 

place once in five  yea rs.

Sp ir itu a l W orsh ip  and 
Pastora l M in is t ry

T h e  total sp ir itua l a ctiv ity  o f  the Se ve n th -d a y  A d v e n t is t  C h u rc h  

take s place w ithin the fram ework o f the local ch u rch e s, among the be

lie ve rs  who form these ch u rch e s and  com panies, acco rd ing  to the 

A d v e n t is t  be liefs, and who follow the suprem e example of sp ir itu a l w or

sh ip  and pastora l m in istry  as set fo rth  b y  Je su s  C h r is t .

T he  m in istry  of the Se ve n th -d a y  A d ve n t is t  C h u rc h  is ca rried  

out by  the A d ve n t is t  be lie ve rs  acco rd ing  to the special g if t s  which 

C od , in H is m ercy, has g iven  to them (Eph  4:12-13; 1 C o r  12:28; Rom 

1 2 :6- 8). O ne o f these  g if t s  is  th e  pastoral m in istry  w hich is mainly 

perform ed by  orda ined  m in iste rs.

T h e  orda ined  m in ister g iv e s  re lig iou s and  sp ir itu a l a ss istan ce  to the 

A d v e n t is t  be lie ve rs both in the ch u rch e s  and  in the ir homes as he v is it s  

them to fu lfill a n y  activ ity  n e ce ssa ry  fo r the ir sp ir itu a l g row th  and  the 

u n ity  o f  the ch u rch .

T he  d iv in e  se rv ice s, which con sist  o f p re a ch in g  and  teach ing o f  

the H oly S c r ip tu re s ,  conducting  the communion se rv ice  once each qu a rte r, 

m arriage  cerem onies, occasional baptismal cerem onies, special week of 

p ra y e r  m eetings at the b e g inn in g  and the end of the year, special re 

lig iou s m eetings, inaugu ra tion  or dedication se rv ice s  for the new ly bu ilt 

hou se s of w o rsh ip  are  all conducted in the ch u rch e s  and de signated  meeting 

places.
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T h e  Se ve n th -d a y  A d ve n t is t  C h u rc h  does not p re sc r ib e  a set form 

o r o rd e r for pub lic  w orsh ip . A  short o rd e r  of se rv ice  is p re fe rre d  fo r 

A d v e n t is t s  feel it is better su ited  to the real sp ir it  of w orsh ip . H ym ns 

and so n g s  su n g  b y  the congregation  and ch o irs,  a serm on, and p ra y e r s  are 

all that are  u su a lly  inc luded  in the se rv ice  in the A d ve n t is t  local ch u rch e s. 

T he  re lig iou s m usic is an integra l pa rt o f an y  d iv in e  se rv ice  in all the 

A d ve n t is t  local ch u rch e s. Se rv ic e s  are held p u b lic ly . T h e y  are  held e s

pecially on Sabbath  (S a tu rd a y ) , the seven th  day  o f the week, w hich, 

acco rd ing  to the A d ve n t is t  con fe ssion  o f faith, is the w eekly day o f rest 

fo r the be lieve rs. Special se rv ice s  may take place, occasiona lly , on the 

othe r d a y s  o f the week, too.

S e rv ic e s  w hich may be ca rr ied  out ou tside  the house  o f  w orsh ip  

are  p ra y e r s  fo r the s ic k  in the ir homes, communion se rv ice  fo r the s ick  

and e lde rly , funera l se rv ice s, etc.

H ouse s o f w orsh ip  are  pu rp o se ly  d e signed  and set aside  e xc lu s ive ly  

fo r p rac t ic in g  the re lig iou s se rv ice s. A c c o rd in g  to the p ro v is io n s  made by  

A rt ic le s  25 to 28 o f the Statute  of O rgan iza t ion  and F u n c t io n in g , there 

are d iffe rent a u x ilia ry  o rgan iza t ion s o f  the local ch u rch ; these are  the 

Sabbath  School, the Tab itha  Welfare Society, and o the rs  needed to meet 

the sp ir itu a l needs o f the whole ch u rch .

T h e  Sabbath  School, w hich u sua lly  precedes the Sab ba th  m orn ing 

w o rsh ip  se rv ice , advocates the system atic s tu d y  o f G o d 's  Word, learn ing  

the B ib le  le sson s (S tu d ii B ib lice) made up b y  the Union C onfe rence  and 

used  in all the Se ve n th -d a y  A d ve n t is t  local ch u rch e s.

A rt ic le  28 o f the Statute  of O rgan iza t ion  and Fun ction in g  sp e a ks  

about theobjective  o f the Tab itha  Welfare Soc ie ty. It reads: "T h e  'T a b ith a '
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Welfare Society  ha s fo r an object the o rgan iza tion , coord ination, and su p e r 

v is io n  of he lp ing  the old people or the s ic k  b y  the local c h u rch  m em bers . " 1 

T h is  o rgan ization  w ork s in close cooperation with the deacons and  deacon- 

ne sse s o f the local ch u rch .

P u b lish in g  A c t iv ity  o f the Se ve n th - 
day A d ve n t is t  C h u rch

"T h e  p u b lish in g  and  d ist r ib u tion  o f the period ical o r  non -period ica l

pub lications o f the Se ve n th -d a y  A d ve n t is t  C h r is t ia n  Denom ination is free

2
acco rd ing  to the p ro v is io n s  o f the law ."

En joy in g  the re lig iou s freedom guaranteed  by  the State laws ever 

since  the f ir s t  yea rs  o f Rom an ian 's liberation from fa sc is t  ru le, the Seven th  

da y  A d v e n t is t  C h u rc h  ha s pu b lish e d  a se rie s o f  books needed for the re 

lig io u s life. T he se  include: the C h u rch  Hym nal fo r the d iv in e  se rv ice s  in 

the local ch u rch e s; fou r books by  Ellen Wh’ite --the  D e sire  o f A g e s , the 

Conflict of the A g e s , S te p s to C h r i s t , and C h r i s t 's  Object L e s s o n s ; as 

well a s an im pre ssive  num ber o f m agazines and p rin ted  m aterials needed 

for the development o f the C h r is t ia n  life.

A  perm anent concern  o f the editorial sta ff  o f the C h u rc h  is that 

"C u r ie ru l A d v e n t is t , "  genera l o rgan  of the S e ve n th -d a y  A d v e n t is t  C h u rc h ,  

shall be pub lished  re gu la rly . T h is  magazine p re se n ts  the A d ve n t is t  

theological stud ie s as well a s a rtic le s re co rd in g  the pastoral ac tiv it ie s and 

a rtic le s con ce rn in g  the A d ve n t is t  C h u rc h  h is to ry .

T he  va lue  of th is  m agazine is  p roved  by  many Rom an ian -speak in g  

people abroad who su b sc r ib e . O the r sp ir itu a l pub lica tion s for the benefit 

o f be lie ve rs are  the wall and pocket ca lendars with the B ib le  texts for the 

da ily  devotionals.

1 I b i d . , p. 13. 2l b i d . , p. 24.
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In  1977 a book with d iffe ren t sub jects p repared  espec ia lly  for 

p a sto rs  and another entitled T he  Son  of God and  the Son  o f Man were 

pub lished . D iffe ren t cou rse  books fo r  the Theologica l Sem inary  were 

p rin ted  in 1979. T he se  inc luded  C o u rse  o f the B ib lica l A rc h a e o lo g y , and  

C o u rse  o f the O ld Testam ent. In  the same yea r S te p s  to C h r is t  w as re 

p rin ted  and  the second volume of the B ib le  L e sso n s  (S tu d ii B ib lice ) for 

the Sabbath  School in all o u r  local ch u rch e s  was p rin ted . Tw o ed itions 

o f the pocke t-s ize  reference B ib le, C o rn ile scu  V e r s io n , were p rin ted . 

A d v e n t is t s  a lso use  B ib le s p rin ted  b y  the B ib le  societies.

Between 1975 and 1978 two sh ipm ents o f about 6 , 0 0 0  B ib le s were 

made po ssib le  b y  the General Confe rence  o f Se ve n th -d a y  A d v e n t is t s  and 

o f the E u ro -A fr ic a  D iv is io n  th ro u gh  the "U n ite d  B ib le  Soc ie tie s" in 

B e lg iu m .

The  Retired  and  A ss is ta n ce  Home

T h e  Se ve n th -d a y  A d ve n t is t  C h u rc h  in the Soc ia list R epub lic  of 

Romania has its own p rop e rtie s  where retired  and active  ch u rch  w o rke rs  

and the ir families can go fo r vacations and  medical treatment w ithin a 

ch u rch  system  o f social in su rance .

On the b a sis  o f the p ro v is io n s  o f the Decree No. 718/1956,
A r t ic le d ,  and po int 2 o r  the Decision o f the Council o f M in is te rs  
No. 435/1957, and by the Decision  No. 16945 o f 5 December 1957, 
the Departm ent o f the R e lig iou s Denom inations ap p rove s  the 
Statute  o f the Retired  and  A ss is ta n ce  Home o f the Se ve n th -d a y  
A d ve n t is t  R e lig iou s Denom ination . 1

T h e  pu rpose  o f th is  Retired  and A ss is ta n ce  Home is to pay pe n sion s 

and to g ra n t  financial a ss istance  to the members of th is in st itu tion  and 

the ir families.

tT he  Se ve n th -d a y  A d ve n t is t  R e lig iou s Denom ination, the Statute  
o f the Retired  and  A ss is ta n ce  Home (B u ch a re st:  In trep r in d e rea  Poligrafica  
No. 2 , 1958), p. 4.
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T h e  fu n d s o f the Retired  and  A ss is ta n c e  Horne a re  rece ived from 

the sh a re s  for the social in su rance  that the in st itu t io n s  and o rgan iza t ion s 

o f  the S e ve n th -d a y  A d ve n t is t  R e lig iou s  Denom ination, w hich have  w o rke rs, 

a re  ob liged  to send m onthly to the Retired  and A ss is ta n ce  Home fund . 

F u n d s  are  also p rov ided  by  the Un ion  Confe rence  from money so allocated 

in the budget. T h e  Se ve n th -d a y  A d ve n t is t  R e lig iou s Denom ination does 

not receive su b s id ie s  from anyone  fo r the su p p o rt  o f the Retired  and 

A ss is ta n ce  Home. A ll the approxim ate 110 retired  p e rso n s  o f the A d v e n 

tist R e lig iou s  Denom ination rece ive  the ir p e n s io n s  from the fu n d s  o f the 

A d ve n t is t  C h u rc h .

It is fo r the members o f the Retired  and A ss is ta n c e  Home that the 

S e ve n th -d a y  A d ve n t is t  C h u rc h  has a vacation home in Sovata, a m ountain

o u s  health re so rt. It operates at full capacity, especia lly  d u r in g  the 

summer m onths. T he  C h u rc h  a lso  ha s a bu ild in g  in Va tra  Dorne i, another 

m ountainous health re so rt, w hich has been used fo r  medical treatment.

A  piece of p rop e rty  in E fo r ie -Su d , a fam ous seashore  health re sort, 

is  the site where another vacation home is p lanned for the benefit o f the 

A d ve n t is t  C h u r c h 's  w orke rs.

When m in iste rs and other w o rke rs  of the Se ve n th -d a y  A d v e n t is t  

C h u rc h  reach retirem ent age as stipu lated b y  the  law, o r when they 

app ly  for pension, they benefit from a pension  calculated on the b a s is  of 

the ir m onthly a ve rage  income and the num ber o f y e a rs  of se rv ice .

Theological Education

C lose  attention is g ive n  to the tra in in g  o f the requ is ite  clerical 

sta ff fo r the A d ve n t is t  C h u rch . T h e  Se ve n th -d a y  A d v e n t is t  C h u rc h  has 

a lw ays conducted theological education for the tra in in g  o f its p ro sp ective



m in iste rs, teachers, and o ther requ isite  sta ff fo r  c a r r y in g  on the re lig io u s  

life in most favorab le  cond itions.

T he  theological school w as begun  in 1924 when the S e ve n th -d a y  

A d ve n t is t  denom ination founded the B ib lica l In st itu te  in Focsan i. In 1926 

that in stitu tion  was moved to D ic iosinm artin , and in 1931 it was moved to 

B ra sh o v  c ity  w here it functioned until the summer of -1949. In  the fall 

o f  the same year, the U n ion  Conference  o f  the  Se ve n th -d a y  A d v e n t is t s  

o rgan ized  the S e ve n th -d a y  A d ve n t is t  Theologica l Sem inary. A rt ic le  44 

o f  the Law o f R e lig iou s Denom inations sa y s :  "T h e  R e lig iou s  Denom inations 

a re  free  to o rgan ize  the ir education for t ra in in g  the ir c le rg y . . . . "^

A n d  A rtic le  66 o f  the Statute  o f O rgan iza t ion  and  Fun ction in g  o f  the 

Se ve n th -d a y  A d v e n t is t  C h u rc h  reads: "T h e  Se ve n th -d a y  A d v e n t is t  C h r i s 

tian Denom ination may set up  and  run  in st itu t io n s  and  schoo ls stipu lated

2
in the  Law of R e lig iou s Denom inations."

O n  the b a s is  o f  these legal p ro v is io n s ,  the Se ve n th -d a y  A d v e n t is t  

Theologica l Sem inary  h a s operated in B uch a re st. T o  qu a lify  fo r adm ission  

to th is  fo u r-y e a r  theological s tu d y  program , the stu den t m ust have  earned 

a baccalaureate degree. He m ust have  a good recommendation from  the 

c h u rch  board and  the m in ister w here he has h is  m em bership. H is  d e sire  

to devote h is  life to the w ork o f p reach in g  the  Gospel o r  in w hatever 

capacity  he feels he is called to se rve  the S e ve n th -d a y  A d v e n t is t  C h u rc h  

is  stipu lated.

D u r in g  the fo u r-y e a r  s tu d y  p rogram  the sem inarian s partic ipate

^The G rand  National A ssem b ly , T h e  Law o f R e lig io u s  Denom inations, 
p. 14. '

2
T he  U n ion  Conference  o f  the S e ve n th -d a y  A d v e n t is t s ,  T h e  Statute  

o f O rgan iza t ion  and Function ing  of the Se ve n th -d a y  A d ve n t is t  C h u rc h ,  p. 25
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in field practicum s e ve ry  Sabbath  in the local ch u rch e s  in B u ch a re st.

T he se  practicum s are an integra l part o f the ir t ra in in g  p rogram . In view  

o f the need for a tho rough  tra in in g  o f the p ro sp ective  m in iste rs, the 

Sem inary  teachers m ust have  earned a g raduate  degree in theo logy  o r  

re lig ion  as well a s in o ther d isc ip lin e s. T he  activ ity  o f theological educa

tion in the A d ve n t is t  Sem inary  is based on the a c tiv ity  o f the teach ing 

sta ff and the U n ion  Confe rence  Committee members. It is  a s su re d  by  

teach ing the B ib le  theology acco rd ing  to the A d v e n t is t  C h u rc h  teach ings.

Se ve n th -d a y  A d v e n t is t  S tu d e n ts  A b ro a d . A fte r  World War I I,  when 

the Se ve n th -d a y  A d v e n t is t  C h u rch  has been offic ia lly  recogn ized  a s a 

R e lig io u s  Denom ination enjoy ing equal r ig h t s  with th irteen o the r state- 

recogn ized  denom inations, the A d v e n t is t  C h u rc h  resum ed its  sp ir itu a l ties 

w ith international re lig io u s  o rga n iza t ion s  o r  w ith ch u rch e s  o r  o the r cou n 

tr ie s  a s  well as w ith the Se ve n th -d a y  A d ve n t is t  u n iv e rs it y  educational in 

st itu tion s in France, G reat B r ita in , Germ any, and  the Un ited  Sta te s of 

Am erica.

To  meet the need o f  a u n iv e rs it y  theological t ra in in g  fo r the 

clerical and teach ing sta ff o f the A d ve n t is t  C h u rc h ,  the State  au tho rit ie s  

have  g iv e n  the approva l for some sem inary  teachers to be educated at the 

Se ve n th -d a y  A d v e n t is t  schools and  in st itu t io n s abroad. So  fa r the C h u rc h  

has been able to send th ree  p a sto r-te ache rs to s tu d y  ab road. O ne  o f the 

these , Ste fan R adu  who graduated  from lash  U n iv e rs ity ,  has rece ived a 

stipend  fo r one yea r to s tu d y  theology at M arienhoehe Sem inary  in 

Darm stadt, Federal R epub lic  of Germ any. T h e  second, Cazan T itu  who 

g raduated  from B u ch a re st  U n iv e rs ity ,  h a s  stud ied  fo r  h is  degree  at the 

F rench  A d ve n t is t  Sem inary  in C o llonge s, F rance.
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T h e  th ird  pastor, Mihail Popa, who also graduated  from B uch a re st  

U n iv e r s i t y ,  has stud ied  at A n d re w s  U n ive r s ity  in B e rr ien  S p r in g s ,

M ich igan. In June 1979 he earned his M aste r  of A r t s  Degree  and  has 

nearly  completed the Doctor o f  M in is t r y  degree.

Se ve n th -d ay  A d ve n t is t  S tu den ts  in N o n -A d v e n t is t  Theological 

In s t i t u t io n s . T h e  Union Conference  attention is d irected not on ly  toward 

those theological in st itu t ions  abroad. In the new, b ro the r ly  sp ir it  

e x is t in g  among the re lig ious denominations in Romania, s ix  A d v e n t is t  

p a sto r s  s tudy  at two theological in st itu t ions  of other re l ig iou s  denomina

tions. Tw o fo u rth -y e a r  students  are  s tu d y in g  at the P ro testant Theo log i

cal In st itu te  o f  U n iv e r s i t y  Degree  in C luj-Napoca, and  fou r  others,  now 

in the second year, are  s tu d y in g  at the O rthodox  Theologica l In st itu te  o f  

U n iv e r s ity  Degree  in Bucha re st .

The  F inances o f  the C h u rc h

T h e  Se ve n th -d a y  A d v e n t is t s  of the Soc ia list  Repub lic  o f  Romania 

believe the Bible teaches the p r inc ip le  of tithes a n d  o f fe r in g s  for s u p 

po rt in g  c h u rch  w orke rs .  T h i s  p r inc ip le  is in recognition o f  the s tew ard 

sh ip  God expects  o f  men and H is r ig h t  of ow ne rsh ip  upon m en 's  l ives 

(L e v  27:30; Mai 3:8-12; Matt 25:23; 1 C o r  9:9-14; 2 C o r  9 :6 -15).

T h i s  p r inc ip le  is also reflected in A rt ic le  21 of the Statute  of 

O rgan izat ion  and Funct ion ing  of the A d v e n t is t  R e l ig iou s  Denom ination, 

which  sa y s :  "E x p e n se s  for su p p o r t in g  the C h u rc h  and  he r  in st itu t ions  

will be covered b y  the vo lu n ta ry  con tr ibu t ion s  o f  the b e l ie ve rs . " *

T h e  Se ve n th -d a y  A d ven t is t  Re lig iou s  Denomination does not rece ive  

any  subvent ion  from the state or from any  other part. T h e  C h u r c h  su p p o r t s

l lb id . ,  p. 12.



herse lf  by  the con tr ibut ions  of its be lievers.

T h e  C h u r c h  benefits b y  its own budge t made out o f  the be lieve rs ' 

v o lu n ta ry  con tr ibut ions.  T h e  financial activ ity  o f  the local c h u rch e s ,  the 

local Conferences, and  the Un ion  Confe rences  is made on the ba s is  of a 

budge t  approved  by  the sta tuto ry  authorit ies o f  the C h u rc h .

Remuneration for the c le rg y ,  sem inary teachers, and other C h u r c h  

w o rke rs  equals that of the teachers in the S ta te -ru n  education system.

T h e  re tr ibu t ion s  of the C h u rc h  sta ff  are calculated accord ing  to their 

y e a r s  o f  serv ice, their professional qualifications, and  the ir  activ it ies.

A d ve n t is t  C h u r c h  w o rke rs  enjoy the r ig h t  of medical consu ltat ions, 

treatment, and hospitalization in the State health-contro l in st itu t ions.

T h e  C h u rc h  p a y s  the State for the medical a ss istance  g iven  its w orke rs .

In case of hospitalization. C h u rc h  w orkers,  like any  other State w o rke rs ,  

enjoy the r igh t  of free medical treatment in the State hosp ita ls.

A  permanent concern  of the C h u r c h  authorit ies  is maintaining the 

C h u r c h  houses. T h i s  work  is  effected b y  the be lieve rs ' con tr ibu t ion s  

stipulated in the budget.

T he  num ber of ch u rch e s  built in the last three decades is too 

g rea t  to mention. A  few o f  the most ou ts tand ing  o r  recent s t ru c tu re s  

are: B ra so v  (county  B ra so v ) ,  B ran  (county  B ra so v ) ,  Pietroaani (county  

H u n e d o a ra ) , Piatra Neamt (county  Neam t), P ro g re su  (county  lalomita), 

C r in ge n i  (county  Teleorman), Radovanu , Bran istea  (county  l l fov ),  and 

Ca ldarusanca  (county  Bu zau ).

O f  the total number of 525 local congregat ions,  more than three- 

fou rth s  of these meet in s t ru c tu re s  be long ing  to the C h u rch .

T he se  achievements have  been made poss ib le  by  the re lig ious  freedom
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the C h u rc h  has enjoyed in the Soc ia list  Repub lic  o f Romania and.

A d v e n t is t s  believe, with the b le s s in g  o f  God.

T h e  Problem of Nationalities within 
the Framework o f  the Se ve n th -d a y  
A d ve n t is t  C h u rch

T he  apostle Paul w rites: "L o ve  one another with b ro the r ly  affection; 

outdo one another in show ing  honor "  (Rom 12:10, R S V ) . He also sa y s :  

"T h e re  is ne ither s lave  no r  free, there is neither male no r  female; for you  

are  all one in C h r i s t  Je su s "  (Gal 3:28, R S V ) .

A d v e n t is t s  believe the p r inc ip le  o f  the b ro the r ly  love, un ity ,  and  

equality  o f  all people before God has made those who have  accepted the 

faith in the exp ia tory  sacrif ice  o f  C h r i s t  to con s ide r  themselves b ro the rs .

A cco rd in g  to the p r inc ip le s  laid down in the Const itu t ion, the 

A d v e n t is t  C h u rc h ,  like the other th irteen re lig ious denominations, has 

the r ig h t  to o rgan ize  its re lig ious life accord ing  to the specific nationality 

o f  the be lievers, a p rov is io n  materialized in the fact that the be lieve rs  are 

free to u se  their mother tongue  in all c ircum stances.

Within the A d ve n t is t  local ch u rch e s  in Romania, German- and 

H unga r ian  -  speak in g  be lievers  live together. In the local ch u rch e s  where 

spea ke rs  of fore ign  languages attend, the d iv ine  se rv ice s  are  translated 

into the language  of the respect ive  nationality. T h u s  all the be lieve rs  can 

hear the d iv ine  se rv ice s  in h is  or her mother tongue. A rt ic le  4 of the 

Statute of O rgan izat ion  and  Funct ion ing  reads: "T h e  Se v e n th -d a y  A d v e n 

tist C h u r c h  may use the mother tongue o f  the be lievers  w ithin he r  internal 

manifestation and a c t i v i t y . " 1 A lso  the C h u rc h  p r in t s  publicat ions in the 

H u n ga r ia n  and German languages.

^ b i d . / p .  9.
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Be lieve rs  of all nationalities and  o f  all language s  w orsh ip  Cod  in 

the same meeting places. T h u s ,  th is  p r inc ip le  of love and b rotherhood  

know s no ba rr ie r  in the way o f  un ity  and peace among A d ve n t is t  C h u r c h  

m em bers.

T h e  Se ve n th -d a y  A d v e n t is t  C h u rc h  in the 
Socia list Repub lic  of Romania, a Member of 
the S e ve n th -d a y  A d v e n t is t  World C h u rch

T h e  S e v e n th -d a y  A d ve n t is t  C h u rc h  o f  the Soc ia list  Repub lic  o f 

Romania benefits b y  the full guarantees  of ties with the international 

S e ve n th -d a y  A d v e n t is t  re lig ious organ ization.

B y  the essence  of the A d v e n t is t  C h u rc h  doctrine, the ties with 

sim ilar C h u rc h  o rgan iza t ion s  in d ifferent countr ie s  are  on ly  sp ir itua l re

lations and  these have  been in existence from the v e r y  b e g in n in g  o f  the 

international A d ve n t is t  re lig ious o rgan izat ions.

Artic le  3 of the Statute of O rgan izat ion  and Funct ion ing  o f  the 

Se ve n th -d a y  A d v e n t is t  C h u rc h  in the Socia list  Repub lic  of Romania 

reads: "T h e  Se ve n th -d a y  A d ve n t is t  C h u rc h  in the Soc ia list  Repub lic  of 

Romania is independent from any  other similar o rgan iza t ion s  abroad, with 

whom, accord ing  to the Law of Re lig iou s  Denominations, she  has  only  

sp ir itua l re la t ions."^

T h e  author o f  the book Ellen G. White in 'E u ro p e  show s that in 1882 

the f i r s t  Eu ropean  Conference  of the Se ve n th -d a y  A d v e n t is t  C h u r c h  was 

held in Basel, Sw itzerland. T h e  second European  Confe rence  was held 

M ay  28 to June  1, 1884, and a Romanian delegation was p resen t:  "T h e  

representation from the fie lds was much la rge r th is  time, with delegates 1

11 b id .
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presen t from Italy, and Romania, as well."^ A t  that time a General E x e cu 

tive Committee was chosen. It was "composed of b re th ren  selected from

2the three d ifferent m is s ion s . "  T h e  Romanian pasto r  and editor, Toma 

A s lan ,  from Pitesti, attended that meeting and was a member of that 

Execu t ive  Committee.

In 1885, the A d ve n t is t  Romanian delegation attended the A d ve n t is t  

Sw is s  Conference  in B ienne, where Ellen White also was present.

T he re  m in isters  had gathered from France, Italy, Germ any, 
and Romania, as well a s  Sw itzerland, and though  the Conference  
was called " S w i s s , "  it actually included the ch u rch e s  in all these 
countries.-*

From that time on, Romanian A d ve n t is t  C h u rc h  w o rk e r s  have taken 

an active part in A d v e n t is t  C h u rc h  se ss ion s  in v a r io u s  pa rt s  of the world 

(see above). All these po st -w ar  sp ir itua l ties with the similar c h u rc h  

o rgan iza t ion s  abroad have  demonstrated the full re l ig ious  liberties the 

A d ve n t is t  C h u rc h  has  enjoyed in Romania.

P re sen t ly  the A d v e n t is t  C h u rc h  is represented in the Execu t ive  

Committee of the S e ve n th -d a y  A d ve n t is t  C h u rc h ,  E u ro -A f r ic a  D iv is ion ,  

and  in the Execu t ive  Committee of the General Conference  of the Se ve n th -  

day  A d ve n t is t  World C h u r c h  O rgan izat ion , by  Dum itru  Popa, the Union 

Conference  pres ident. B ro th e r ly  relations are  maintained with all the 

S e ve n th -d a y  A d v e n t is t  C h u r c h  o rgan izat ion s.

^D. A .  Delafield, Ellen G. White in Eu rope  (W ash ington, D . C . :  
Review  and  Herald P u b l ish in g  A ssoc ia t ion , 1975), p. 55.

21 b i d .

2I b i d ., p. 59.



C H A P T E R  V I I I

S U M M A R Y  A N D  C O N C L U S IO N S

The  an a ly s is  o f  the formal documents conce rn ing  the re lig ious  

life and  the evaluation o f  the Se ve n th -d a y  A d v e n t is t  C h u rc h -S ta te  relation 

sh ip  in the Socia list Repub lic  o f  Romania can be summarized as follows:

1. A fte r  the World War I I,  the A d ve n t is t  C h u rc h  was offic ia lly  

recognized as a Re l ig iou s  Denomination for the f i r s t  time in its h is to ry .

2. For the f ir s t  time in the h is to ry  o f  Romania and  o f  the Se ve n th -  

day  A d ve n t is t  C h u rc h ,  c h u rc h  members live the ir  re lig ious l ives on the 

b a s is  o f  State laws which guarantee  equality of r ig h t s  and  re lig iou s  free

dom to all re l ig ious  denominations.

3. T h e  S e ve n th -d a y  A d ve n t is t  C h u r c h  benefits b y  full guarantees  

to hav in g  sp ir itua l ties with similar ch u rch e s  abroad and  to attend the 

activ it ies  o f  international re lig ious o rgan iza t ion s.

4. Freedom of conscience is guaranteed  to all c it izens of the 

Soc ia list  Repub lic  of Romania.

5. The  freedom of e xe rc is in g  a Re l ig iou s  Denomination is g u a ra n 

teed b y  the Const itu t ion.

6 . P ract ic ing  re lig ious freedom is defended b y  law.

7 . T h e  rapport  between the State and the C h u rc h  is ru led by  

mutual respect and noninterference by  the State in re l ig ious  a ffa irs .

8 . O n  the b a s is  of the liberties guaranteed  b y  law, the S e ve n th -  

day  A d v e n t is t  C h u rc h  in the Soc ia list  Repub lic  of Romania has  worked
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out its own Statute of O rgan izat ion  and  F u n c t io n in g , which con st itu tes  the 

juridical framework o f  its internal re lig ious life.

9. A c co rd in g  to the statuto ry  o rgan ization  of the C h u rc h ,  there  

are  525 o rgan ized  local ch u rch e s  and  four o rgan ized  local C on fe rences  

th ro ugh ou t  the te r r ito ry  o f  Romania. T h e  Union Conference  is the cen

tral organization.

10. T h e  be lievers  of the C h u rc h  follow the suprem e example of 

sp ir itua l w orsh ip  and pastoral m in istry  set forth  b y  J e su s  C h r is t .  T h e  

o rda ined  m in ister g iv e s  h is  c h u rch  members re l ig ious  and sp ir itua l a s s i s 

tance both in the ch u rch e s  and  at the ir  homes by  v is itat ion, and  fulfills 

any  activ ity  nece ssa ry  for the sp ir itua l growth and  for the un ity  of the 

C h u rc h .

a. T h e  d iv ine  se rv ice s  are  held pub lic ly  in the house s  of w o rsh ip  

and  sometimes outs idethe  chapel a s  well.

b. T h e re  are  several aux i l ia ry  o rgan iza t ion s  of the local c h u rc h  

su ch  a s  the Sabbath  School, the Tab itha  Welfare Society, and  others.

11. T h e  p u b l ish in g  activ it ies are  not on ly  guaranteed b y  the State- 

laws, but the State p r in t in g  houses  p r in t  such  A d ve n t is t  re l ig ious  litera

tu re  as C u r ie ru l  A d v e n t i s t , the B ib le  Le sson s ,  S teps  to C h r i s t , and 

o the rs.

12. T h e  C h u r c h  maintains its own p ropert ie s  where retired and 

active C h u rc h  w o rke rs  and the ir families can go  for  vacations and  medical 

treatment within a C h u r c h  system  o f  social in su rance .

13. T h e  Se ve n th -d ay  A d ve n t is t  C h u rc h  r u n s  a theological sem inary 

for the t ra in in g  o f  its p ro spect ive  m in isters, teachers, and  other requ is ite

staff.
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14. The  theological sem inary has a fo u r -y e a r  s tu d y  p rogram , and  

the sem inarians engage  in field practicum, an integral part o f  the s tu den ts ' 

t ra in in g  program , eve ry  Sabbath .

a. T h e  State authorit ies  have  g iven  approva l for some of the 

sem inary teachers to be educated at the Se ve n th -d ay  A d v e n t is t  schools 

and  inst itut ions abroad.

b. In the new, b ro the r ly  sp ir it  in which the re lig ious  denom inations 

in Romania have carr ied  out the ir  re l ig iou s  lives, some A d v e n t is t  pa sto rs  

s tu d y  at the theological in st itu t ions  of the other re lig ious denominations.

15. T h e  C h u rc h  benefits  from its own budge t made out o f  the 

b e lie ve rs ' vo lu n ta ry  con tr ibut ions.  T h e  financial act iv ity  o f  the local 

ch u rch e s ,  the local Confe rences,  and the Union Conference  is made on

the ba sis  o f  a budge t  approved  b y  the sta tuto ry  author it ie s  o f  the C h u rc h .

16. T h e  A d v e n t is t  C h u r c h  has the r igh t  to o rgan ize  its re l ig ious  

life acco rd ing  to the specific nationality o f  the be lievers  who are  free to 

u se  their mother tongue  in all c ircum stances.

17. The  Romanian A d ve n t is t  C h u rc h  is a member of the S e ve n th -  

d a y  A d ve n t is t  World C h u rc h .  H er  representat ive s  have  part ic ipated in 

the European and  World A d ve n t is t  C h u rc h  C o n g re s se s ,  Confe rences,  and  

in the Execu t ive  Committees of the S e ve n th -d a y  A d v e n t is t  World C h u r c h  

O rgan iza t ion s.

C on c lu s ion s

T h e  f ir s t  pa rt  o f  th is  s tu d y  expounded  the fundamental p r in c ip le s  

conce rn ing  the gu ide  for C h r is t ia n  life a s  A d v e n t is t s  believe they  have  

been taugh t in the Bib le  and th ro u g h  the w r it in g s  o f  Ellen G. White, 

genera lly  re fe rred  to b y  A d v e n t is t s  a s  the Sp ir it  o f  P rophecy .  T h e
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second part m ir ro rs  the realities o f  these beliefs as they have  been put 

into practice in the A d ve n t is t  chu rch  life of Romania.

T h e  C h u r c h  h is to ry  o f  the Se ve n th -d a y  A d v e n t is t s  in Romania 

p re sen ts  what A d v e n t is t s  consider a s t r ik in g  example of G o d 's  care for 

H is C h u rc h .  T h o se  recorded past events  help A d ve n t is t  be lieve rs  see 

more clearly  what they believe is the fulfillment of p rophecy  conce rn ing  

H is  remnant C h u rc h .  T h i s  h is to ry  he lps them better u n d e rs tan d  the p r o 

g r e s s  o f  events in the light o f  their beliefs in the Bib le  prophecies. 

A d v e n t is t s  believe their Romanian chi/rch development has p roved  that Cod  

has  been at the head o f  H is w ork, that God is to be with them daily  that 

they may be true  to princ ip le, that in the ir own s t reng th  they  can do 

noth ing , and  that in the g race  o f  Je su s  C h r i s t  they  can receive s t reng th  

and  powers from above  to b r in g  the greatest b le s s in g s  to o the rs.

T h e  f in d in g s  o f  th is  s tu d y  also help A d ve n t is t  C h r is t ia n s  to better 

un de rs tand  the fundamental p r inc ip le s  of C h u rc h -S ta te  re lationsh ip . T h e  

be lieve rs  shou ld  be fu lly  aware of the ir  dual re spon s ib il ity  to both d iv ine  

and  human au tho r ity  and must u n d e rs tan d  G o d 's  sphe re  of au tho r ity  and 

ju risd iction  and  "C a e s a r 's "  sphere  of au tho r ity  and  jurisd iction. T h e y  

realize the necess ity  fo r  a clear d ist inction  between the two separate 

author it ie s  and un d e rs tand  that a genu ine  re lationsh ip  with God shou ld  

be reflected in their re lationsh ip  to the State author ity  and  to their fellow- 

men.

T h e  attitude of the S e ve n th -d a y  A d v e n t is t  C h u rc h  toward coopera

tion with the State author ity  within its legitimate sphe re  shou ld  po int out, 

to a h igh  degree, the true  value o f  the C h r i s t ia n 's  genu ine  character. It 

shou ld  point out the power and  the reality o f  the  B ib le  t ru th s  and  the
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final fulfillment of the M essian ic  commission o f  p reach ing  and  rep re sen t ing

C h r is t .
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The  D ist inct ion  between the C h r is t ia n -C iv i l  
A u th o r ity  Re la t ionsh ip , and  C h u r c h -  

State Re lationsh ip

In genera l, a d ist inction  is  made between the C h u r c h  as an in 

stitution, an official body , in its re lationsh ip  to the State, and  the 

ind iv idua l be lievers in the ir  re lationsh ip  to civil authorit ies.

T h e  C h r is t ia n  does not have legal power. A s  a citizen, he is a 

subject, do ing  h is  best to d isc h a rge  h is  c iv ic  ob ligat ions and duties.

The  C h u r c h  has a sphe re  of act iv ity, legal power, that ind iv idua ls  

do not have; therefore, the C h u r c h  cannot do what the ind iv idua l does.

Theo log ica lly  speak in g ,  the C h u rc h  is d iv ine ly  orda ined with 

specific  ta sk s  to perform and with specific  author ity .  For  that reason the 

re lationsh ip  between the C h u rc h  and  the State is d iffe rent from that 

between the C h r is t ia n  be liever and  civil authorit ies.

Because  of its d iv ine ly  o rda ined character, the C h u rc h  is sepa ra 

ted from the world in a way that the ind iv idua l C h r is t ia n ,  a s  a citizen, is 

not, and  shou ld  not be.

C h r i s t  has  u rged  H is C h u rc h  to become part o f  the world, a s  a 

se rvan t  of the community. T h i s  is accomplished th ro u gh  the activ it ies 

o f  ind iv idua l be lievers  rather than b y  the C h u r c h  act ing  a s  an in 

stitution. T he  C h r is t ia n  is, therefore, an integral part o f  the land in 

which he lives.
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T h e  f ir s t  part of th is  s tu d y  gu ide  deals with the re lat ionsh ip  

between the C h r is t ia n  and civil authorit ies  while the second pa rt  deals 

with the C h u rch -S ta te  re lationsh ip. It is ob v iou s  that these two rela

t ion sh ip s  are  intertw ined. It is for th is  reason that in the second part 

o f  the paper the emphasis is g iv e n  to the re lationsh ip  between the C h u rc h ,  

a s  a body, and  the State.
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