
Andrews University
Digital Commons @ Andrews University

Lake Union Herald Lake Union Herald

12-2014

Nothing I’d Rather Do
Pieter Damsteegt
Andrews University

Follow this and additional works at: https://digitalcommons.andrews.edu/luh-pubs

Part of the Physical Sciences and Mathematics Commons

This Student Stories is brought to you for free and open access by the Lake Union Herald at Digital Commons @ Andrews University. It has been
accepted for inclusion in Lake Union Herald by an authorized administrator of Digital Commons @ Andrews University. For more information, please
contact repository@andrews.edu.

Recommended Citation
Damsteegt, Pieter, "Nothing I’d Rather Do" (2014). Lake Union Herald. 158.
https://digitalcommons.andrews.edu/luh-pubs/158

brought to you by COREView metadata, citation and similar papers at core.ac.uk

provided by Andrews University

https://core.ac.uk/display/232865458?utm_source=pdf&utm_medium=banner&utm_campaign=pdf-decoration-v1
https://digitalcommons.andrews.edu?utm_source=digitalcommons.andrews.edu%2Fluh-pubs%2F158&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
https://digitalcommons.andrews.edu/luh-pubs?utm_source=digitalcommons.andrews.edu%2Fluh-pubs%2F158&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
https://digitalcommons.andrews.edu/luh?utm_source=digitalcommons.andrews.edu%2Fluh-pubs%2F158&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
https://digitalcommons.andrews.edu/luh-pubs?utm_source=digitalcommons.andrews.edu%2Fluh-pubs%2F158&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
http://network.bepress.com/hgg/discipline/114?utm_source=digitalcommons.andrews.edu%2Fluh-pubs%2F158&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
https://digitalcommons.andrews.edu/luh-pubs/158?utm_source=digitalcommons.andrews.edu%2Fluh-pubs%2F158&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
mailto:repository@andrews.edu


ON THE EDGE ... where faith meets action

Official Publication of the  
Seventh-day Adventist Church/Lake Union Headquarters 

  http://herald.lakeunion.org 

November/December  2014                      Vol. 106, No.10 

T H E  L A K E  U N I O N  H E R A L D  S T A F F
P.O. Box 287, Berrien Springs, MI 49103-0287 | (269) 473-8242

Publisher . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Don Livesay  president@lucsda.org 
Editor . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Gary Burns  editor@lucsda.org 
Managing Editor/Display Ads . . . . . . . . . . Diane Thurber  herald@lucsda.org 
Circulation/Back Pages Editor . . . . . . . . . . Judi Doty  circulation@lucsda.org 
Art Direction/Design . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Robert Mason 
Proofreader . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Susan K. Slikkers

CONTRIBUTING EDITORS
Adventist Midwest Health . . . . . . . . . . . Julie Busch  Julie.Busch@ahss.org 
Andrews University . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Rebecca May  RMay@andrews.edu 
Illinois . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Shona Cross  scross@illinoisadventist.org 
Indiana . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Van G. Hurst  vhurst@indysda.org  
Lake Region  . . . . . . . . . . . .  John Sconiers  jsconiers@lakeregionsda.org  
Michigan . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Justin Kim  jkim@misda.org 
Wisconsin . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Juanita Edge  jedge@wi.adventist.org  

CORRESPONDENTS
Adventist Midwest Health . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Julie Busch  Julie.Busch@ahss.org 
Andrews University . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Becky St. Clair  stclair@andrews.edu 
Illinois . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Shona Cross  scross@illinoisadventist.org 
Indiana . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Betty Eaton  counselbetty@yahoo.com 
Lake Region  . . . . . . . . . . . .  John Sconiers  jsconiers@lakeregionsda.org  
Michigan . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Julie Clark  jclark@misda.org 
Wisconsin . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Bert Wredberg  bwredberg@wi.adventist.org

LAKE UNION CONFERENCE DEPARTMENTS
P.O. Box 287, Berrien Springs, MI 49103-0287 | (269) 473-8200

President. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Don Livesay   
Secretary . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Gary Thurber 
Treasurer . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Glynn Scott 
Vice President . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Carmelo Mercado 
Associate Treasurer . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Douglas Gregg 
Associate Treasurer . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Richard Terrell 
ASI . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Carmelo Mercado 
Communication . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Gary Burns 
Communication Associate . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Diane Thurber 
Education . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Garry Sudds 
Education Associate  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Barbara Livesay 
Education Associate  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . James Martz 
Hispanic Ministries . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Carmelo Mercado 
Information Services . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Sean Parker 
Ministerial  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Gary Thurber 
Native Ministries . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Gary Burns 
Public Affairs and Religious Liberty  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Barbara Livesay 
Trust Services  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Richard Terrell 
Women’s Ministries . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Janell Hurst 
Youth Ministries . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Ron Whitehead 

 

LOCAL CONFERENCES AND INSTITUTIONS

Adventist Midwest Health: David L. Crane, president, 120 N. Oak 
St., Hinsdale, IL 6 0521; (630) 856-2010.

Andrews University: Niels-Erik Andreasen, president, Berrien Springs, MI 
49104-0670; (269) 471-7771.

Illinois: Ray Pichette, president; Ron Aguilera, secretary; Roger Driver, 
treasurer; 619 Plainfield Rd., Willowbrook, IL 60527-8438; (630) 856-2850.

Indiana: Van G. Hurst, president; Mark Eaton, secretary/treasurer; street 
address: 15205 Westfield Blvd., Carmel, IN 46032; mailing address: P.O. Box 
5000, Westfield, IN 46074; (317) 844-6201.

Lake Region: R. Clifford Jones, president; Timothy Nixon, secretary; Yvonne 
Collins, treasurer; 8517 S. State St., Chicago, IL 60619; (773) 846-2661.

Michigan: Jay Gallimore, president; James Micheff Jr., secretary; Leroy 
Bruch, treasurer; street address: 320 W. St. Joseph St., Lansing, MI 48933;  
mailing address: P.O. Box 24187, Lansing, MI 48909; (517) 316-1500.

Wisconsin:  Michael G. Edge, president; Brian Stephan, secretary/treasurer; 
street address: N2561 Old Highway 16, Fall River, WI 53932; mailing 
address: P.O. Box 100, Fall River, WI 53932; (920) 484-6555.

Contributors: Writer guidelines are available online at http://herald.lakeunion.org.
 

Indexed in the Seventh-day Adventist Periodical Index

  No v e m b e r / De c e m b e r   2 0 1 4   |  39

He decided to go to Beirut after talking to his Greek pro-
fessor. (Yes, Jonathan was taking Greek as a side to the the 
math, physics and engineering he already was taking. Jonathan 
decided to add Greek after some discussions about the Bible 
with family members.) His Greek professor mentioned he 

should consider teaching computers at the Seventh-day Adventist 
university in Lebanon. When this was suggested, it was as if all the aspects Jona-
than was considering linked together and fell into place. “At that moment, I felt 
the Holy Spirit leading from then on to get me into it,” he said.

Jonathan ended up teaching, from September until June of last year, at Bou-
chrieh Adventist Secondary School, located just down the hill from Middle East 
University, the Adventist higher education school in Lebanon. He taught math 
for 7th and 8th grades and Bible for 7th grade. Jonathan also helped with chapels 
and used his background in computers to set up databases for the school. 

When discussing his overall experience, Jonathan said, “It gave me a chance 
to really sit down in my dorm room and journal a lot of times, and find out who I 
was. ... Like, 100 percent of time management was up to me, so it gave me a huge 
opportunity to find out who I am socially, academically, spiritually, physically. I 
came back with a much better idea of who Jonathan Wheeler is.”

In reflection, he believes “that one of the most fulfilling things to do with your 
life is to be a missionary.” Jonathan said, about his mission environment, “All of 
my fundamental needs are being handled by God. And I’m surrounded by people 
that are motivated — who are committed and likewise are feeling fulfilled with 
life. ... I realize, Wow! There is no other thing I would rather do in the world.”

Jonathan looks forward to possible mission opportunities after graduation 
and further studies abroad. He stays involved with departmental Bible studies 
and a local Pathfinder club.

Pieter Damsteegt is an intern in the Communication Department of the Lake Union Conference. 
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Nothing I’d Rather Do

Jonathan 
Wheeler

Jonathan Wheeler, a third-year, triple-major student at Andrews Univer-

sity, recently returned from a student missions assignment in Lebanon. 

“When I went there, I was expecting it to be like very ‘third-worldy,’” he    

remembers. When he arrived, Jonathan found Lebanon actually was more 

materialistic than America. It was quite a shock. 
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