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A STUDY OF WOMEN
IN THE SEVENTH-DAY ADVENTIST CHURCH

There is an increasing interest in the role of women in the
Seventh-day Adventist church. Any study of this subject must
necessarily give consideration to the attitudes and behaviors of
the women themselves.

From 1980-1982, the Institute of Church Ministry conducted
church growth surveys in a number of conferences. A large amount
of information was collected which revealed the attitudes and
practices of church-attending Adventists toward their local church
and its mission to the community.

This report is a secondary analysis of the data. It seeks
to compare the differences between the profiles of the women and
the profiles of the men who responded to the questionnaires in
several of these church growth surveys.

The following profiles will be displayed:

4530 Oregon Women 2998 Oregon Men

565 Pennsylvania Women 371 Pennsylvania Men
705 I11inois Women 498 I11inois Men

678 Hawaiian Women 480 Hawaiian Men

297 Georgian Women 213 Georgian Men

6775 Women 4560 Men



This sample of over 11,000 active Adventists, drawn from
widely separated sections of the United States, provides a substantial
base from which to understand the differences -- if any -- between
the attitudes and behaviors of men and women.

In addition the 4530 Oregon women (the largest group) and
the 2998 Oregon men have been sub-divided into five age categories:
19 years or under, 20-35 years, 36-50 years, 51-65 years, and over
65 years. While the youngest group has only 10 percent of the
women and 11 percent of the men included, the others contain
approximately the same number, ranging from 20 to 25 percent.

These ten profiles are also included so that it can be determined

if the characteristics of women differ across age categories.

Comments

A comparative analysis of the responses of men and women
in I11inois, Pennsylvania, Oregon, Hawaii, and Georgia indicate
a number of significant differences.

Women tend to feel better about their relationship with
Christ and are more sure about eternal life. Although slightly
more men feel better prepared for soul winning activities,
conduct Bible studies and attended witnessing training, more
women set a personal soul-winning goal, are involved in community
outreach programs, and study the Bible more often.

There's a slight difference in attitudes toward evangelism.
Men would Tike the conference to spend more on evangelism and

yet women find their local church more soul-winning.
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N Church #

g . _CREGONWOMEN

1
1

{'" Number of surveys for this report = 4530

Adventist, Less than 1 year 1-5 years 6-10 years 11-20 years Over 29 years
134 14% 10% 179 55%
.. 2.__Was _at least one of your parents an Adventist sometime duriug
the first 12 years of your life? Yes No
62% 38%
_ 3. Circle the numter inaicating_the relationship that you Lave with e R L
Jesus Christ. None 1 2 3 4 5 Intimate
1% 4% 27% 33% 36%
4. What number shows your assurance that you have eternal life? Not sure 1 2 3 4 5 Very certain
3% 4% 16% 26% S1%
S. To what extent have you attended Adventist schools?
o o Not at _all All the way
A) Elementary 1 2 3 4 5
: 56% 6% 5Y 7% 26%
_____B) Academy e o - Y2 -3 4 5 o
55% 6% 5% 5% 28%
C) College 1 2 3 4 s =
o e __69% 7% 5% 4% 16% S
—_
6. Circle the numbter which shows the emphasis your pastor places on E;
___soul-winning. e o Little importance 1 2 3 4 S __ Top priority ~
1% 4% 18% 25% 52% =

"

“

1. Circle the nunber showing how long you have been a hbaptized

7. How do you feel ahout the arount of money the conference sperds
on pnblic evangelism? Circle a number.

8. How well prepared are ycu for the work of soul-winning? Circle
number.

past twelve months?
'10. Do you hold a churcn office or cther positicn of service?
_11. _Did you set a personal soul-winning joal this year?

12. Have you Lkeen involved in commurity outreach services (Dorcas,

Stop Smoking, €tc.)? . ) . o
13. Have you held EBible studies with a non-Adventist during the

______past twelve morths?

14. Within the last year have you attended a witnessing training
___program? __

*j 15. How much do you agree with these statements? Circle the number

o

9. Have you been engaged in some type of soul-winning during the

A) My imnediate family helps my relationship with Christ.

Too much spent 1 2 3 [} S
3% 6% _4u% 267 22%

Should speni more

a

= Disagree strongly
1 2 3 4 5

Not at all 1 2 3 4 S Very well
L _12% 30% 41% 13% 4%
Yes No
o . - 5T7% 43%
55% 45%
e 22% 78%
B T 459 55%
T T T 20% 80%
B Fa S .

Agree strongly

© 7% 9% 24% 19% 41%



oo F) __People who are brougkt into the church in evangelistic - e _
meetirgs just do not stay. 1 2 3 4 5 ]
13% 17% 47% 17% 7% i
G) I can speak casily about my faith. B e 1.2 3 4 5 o "
4% 9% 27% 25% 34%
H) People in our ccamunity have a high opinion of our church. 1 2 3 4 S
‘ o o e o 3% 6% 37% 31% 23% .
16. How many people have jyou been wholly or partially responsible
for bringing into the church in the last three years?
B B o ___Unaware of any ~_ ~ ~ ~~~ One _ Two to five Six _to ten_ More than ten
71% 144 13% 1% 1% :
17. Circle the nunmber which shows the degree that you have been
_____involveld in: !
DA - Doesn't apply
N - Never o e e e a e e e e meremeit e S SO S
S - Soretinmes
U - Usually
— A= AlNAYS )
DA N S u A ~
A) ©Laily persocnal Bible Study
) o - L 4% 4% 29% 35% 28% o
B) Daily prayer for the ccnversion of specific people
4% u% 29% 23% 40%
C) Study of Ellen White books ) e L ]
T - - I T 4%  TZ uu% 20% 20%
D) Financial support for local soul-winning
- ) S o B 10% 10% 33% 247 2U4% e
T "E) Attending prayer meeting
12% 31% 34% 12% 11% !
. F) _Meeting regularly with a srmall study or fellowship growp e oo
16% 39% 26% 9% 10%
G) Helping neighbcers with their personal problems
o ] » o o e 9% 14% u43% 19% 15% o -
H) Daily family worship
' 10% 13% 26% 19% 31%
— .. I) wWitnessing in everyday activities - S
6% 5% 32% 33% 25%
J) Atterding Saibath School :
e e : S o . 2% 1% 5% _16% 75% ;
K) Tithing ;
3% 2 8% 9% 78% ;
oL} _Working to «in non-Adventist relatives . - e i
8% 8% 28% 19% 36% o
18. Circle the rumber which best describes your church group:
..M Soul-virnning clurch e Yo 1.2 3 4 5 Yes

|

B)

__We have generally had good experierce with public

_ Our chkurch stould join with cther Adventist churches

I woull feel cormfortable bringing a visitor to our
satbath scnool.

Most sabbath sermons are interesting.

1 2 3 4 5

5% 5% 14% 19% 57%

1 2 3 4 5
4% 4% 15% 24% 53%

evangelism ir this cbhurch.

to kold crusades.

1 2 3 4 s
6% 11% 37% 23% 23%

1 2 3 4 s
12% 11% 32% 17% 29%

2% 6% 35% 28% 28%

el




High

Warm and friendly

E) Adventist standards Low 1 2 3 4 5
. e R 1% 37 25% 36% 35%
‘! ¢) Friendliness Cold and unfriendly 1 2 3 4 5
S o L _ YR WF 9% 27% 48%
t E) New rnembers Ignored 1 2 3 4 5
S o ~ e e 2% 6% 27% 30% 357
F) Feelings towards church people J don't fit in 1 2 3 4 5

"7 19. Do you have ciose friends who are not Adventists?

_ 3% _4%_21% 27% 45%

Involved

My kind of people

1 2 3 4 S
3% 6% 397 18% 34¥%

None

Many

20. Where do you presently send your children to school? - ___SDbAa schools _  Public schools __ _ No _school-age children _
26% 7% : 677
21. Do Adventist pastors stay at a church? Too short? About right? Too long a2 time?
R _3u% 63% .
22. Circle the rnuater of the age group you are in.
N 19 years or under 20-35 years 36-50 years 51-65 years Over 65 years
R 0% . 25% 22% 20% 22%
23. Circle the number which shcws your yearly family income.
Under $8,000 $8,001 to £16,000 $16,001 to $25,000 $25,001 to $50,000 Above $50,000
e L . 28%% RS2 17% 3%
24. Circle the nunber that shows your ethnic kackground.
Asian Black Spanish thite Other
o _ ) — o e 1% 1w - 1% 95% %
25. Circle the number that shows the @istance that you live from tke
- church. Under 3 miles 4-10 miles 11-15 miles 16-25 miles Cver 25 miles
I 38% 4u% 109 6% 2%
' 26. Your sex Male Ferale o
0% 100%
1}




s
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OCregon Church CGrowth Survey - The Adventist Member
Irstitute of Church Ministry
Theological Semirary, Andrews University
All kidhts Reserved ;
Y Church #
. o . _ _ CHEGOMEN __

_ Nuaber of surveys for this report = 2998

1. Circle the numnber shkowirng how long you have been a baptized _

Adventist. Less than 1 year 1-5 years 6-10 years 11-20 years Over 20 years
5% 17% 11% 18% 49%
2. _Was at least one of vour parents an hdventist sometime during R
the first 12 years ot your life? Yes No
63% 36%
3. Circle the number indicating the relationship that You have with ) e
q Jesus Christ. None 1 2 3 4 5 Intimate
1 1% 59 29% 35% 307
’ 4. What number shovs your assurance that you have eternal life? Not sure 1 2 3 4 5 Very certain
. 3% 5% 17% 25% 51%
' 5. To what extent have you attended Adventist schools?
o S Not at all = All the way
A) Elementary 1 2 3 L 5
53% 5% 6% 8% 27%
B) Acadery e o B . 1 2 3.4 5 e R
56% 7% 5% U4¥ 28%
C) College 1 2 3 4 5 =
o o ... 66% 8% S5% 4% 18% o)
T T o T e T T B B
6. Circle the nunber which shows the emphasis your pastor places on —
soul-vinning. o o o . . Little importance 1 2 3 & SM__TQE"p:ioritl___:T___WA
2% 4% 21% 287 46% N
" 7. How do you feel about the acount of amoney the conference spends
' on public evangelism? Circle a number. Too much spent 1 2 3 4 5 Should speni more
. _ , o _ W% 7% 37% 2% 25% _
8. iow well prepared are you for the werk of soul-winning? Circle a .
nunher. Not at all 1 2 3 4 S Very well
L ) s 9% 27% 38% 18% 8% .
9. Have you been encaged in some type of soul-winning during the
past twelve months? Yes No
. _ , . o 62% 38% R
10. Do you hold a church otficc or other position of service?
597 41%
11. Did you set a personal soul-winning goal this year? ~ ) ~ o
- 18% 82%
12. Have you been involved in conmmunity outreach services (Dorcas,
B Stcp Sroking, etc.)? N . o
38% 62%
13. Have you held Pible studies with a non-Adventist during the
- past twelve months? R B R
25% 75%
14. W®ithin the last year have you attended a witnessing training
program? . e o e
18% 82%
15. How nuch do you agree with these statements? Circle the number. Disagree strongly Agree stronjly

A My immediate family helps my relationship with Christ.

1 2 3 4 5

4% 7% 18% 23% 48%



5

2) I would feel confortatle bringing a visitor to our
sabnath school. 1 2 3 q 5
- o o 5% 5% _14% 23%Y 52%
[ C) IHMost sabbath sermons are intcresting. 1 2 3 u 5
4% 6% 18% 317 41¥
D) _We have generally had good experierce with public_ S — —
evangelisn in this church. 1 2 3 4 5
7% 149 36% 23% 20%
. F)_ _Our ciurch should_join with other Adventist churches _ e L
tc hold crusades. 1 2 3 4 5
| 13% 10% 28% 19% 30%
i ____F) reople who are brought into the church in evangelistic_ _ e
neetings just do not stay. 1 2 3 4 S
13% 19% 45% 15% 7%
. G) I can speak easily about my faith. . R R 1 _ 2 3 4 5
5% 9% 24% 28% 33%
H) Pecple in ocur ccmrunity have a high opinion of our church. 1 2 3 4 S
e } 3% 5% 36% 35% 21%
16. How many people have you been wholly or partially responsible
for bringing into tne church in the last three years?
o ) S . _Unaware of any . . __One___ . _ _ Two_to five Six to_ten More than_ten
71% 11% 4% 2% 2%
17. Circle the number which shows the degree that you have been
o involved in:
DA - Coesn't apply
. N = lNever . e B o S
S - Sonetimes
U - Usually
A - Always . _ ,
DA N S g A
A) Caily personal Bihle Study
I . . e 5% 6% 35% 31% 23%
B) ©laily prayer for the conversion of specific people
S% 8% 41% 21% 25Y%
o C) _Study of Ellen White books e i e
5% 10% 46% 23% 17%
D) rfinancial support for local soul-winning
— L B L _ 7% 9% 33% 277 24%
E) Attending prayer meeting
11% 297 37% 13¢ 10%
B reeting regularly with a small study or fellowship group - S
14% 4C% 29% 9% 8%
G) Helping neighbcrs with their personal problenms
. o : I o e 7% 17%_u46T 207 11%
H) Daily family worship
8% 12% 33% 21% 27%
P I) _Witnessing in everyday activities . ) .
. 5% 6% 3u% 32% 23%
J) Attending Sabbath School
o B - - R 2% 27 5% 187 713%
K) Tithing
3% 2% 10% 10% 74%
o L) Workirg to win non-Adventist relatives e ) S
9% 13% 33% 21% 24%
18. Circle the nuaber which best describes your church group:
" ___A) _ Soul-winning church_ = No 1.2 3 4 5 Yes

3% 9% 38% 31% 19%
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