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SPIRITUAL LIFE PATTERNS,
ATTITUDES, AND BELIEFS OF
SDAC ERSIN THE
- i g INENT
Commissioned/Funded by the
General Conference of
Seventh-day Adventist
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Sampling
Obtained contacts (e-mail addresses)
] N Procedures
of Executive Secretaries

Administrative field Executive

Secretaries provided church information
AN N
Ranked churches according 1

to membership
Classified churches as small,
medium, or large 1

Shortlisted churches for
Prepared by Prof. Elizabeth M. Role @2013 random sampling
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SHORTLISTING PROCEDURES
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RANDOM SAMPLING

CHURCHES URBAN RURAL URBAN RURAL URBAN RURAL

z
1
W Largest church
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THE QUESTIONNAIRE

Translated in 9 languages
@Kiswahili ¥ Spanish-
@Portuguese

@Afan Oromo

@Ambharic

JKinyarwanda

@JLuganda
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Sent list of sampled churches and Data- _
questionnaire to gathering

administrative field or union Procedures

Executive Secretaries
| ) 2

Gathered data from churches through
church/district pastors

Large church — 50 members
Medium church — 30 members

Small church — 10 members
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Filled questionnaires mailed
to UEAB
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TOTAL RESPONDENTS - 9830

RESPONDENTS BY DIVISION
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ADVENTIST RESEARCH

RESPONDENTS BY COUNTRY
(ECD - 6,566)

Prepared 0y =oALl Zauet VIS 0leXa20]

¥ Kenya

¥ South Sudan
Uganda

¥ Tanzania
Democratic Republic

of Congo

Rwanda
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RESPONDENTS BY COUNTRY
(SID - 2,498)

Sao Tome and
Angola Reunion Principe
4%

South Africa
6%

Namibia
3%

Botswana
N 7%

Mozambique
14%




RESPONDENTS BY COUNTRY
(WAD - 766)

11%
o Mali

Nigeria
M Gambia
Burkina Faso

Sierra Leone
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MALE
FEMALE

AGE BY GENDER (ECD)

MALE

20 years | 21-30 31-40
and years years

younger |
433 1143 1010

465 635 603

Male - 61%

FEMALE

41-50 51-60 older no
years years than 60 | answer
years |

781 421 203 38
LYK 189 53 14

Female - 37%




AGE BY GENDER (SID)
B MALE FEMALE

I-.
] &

20years 21-30 31-40 41-50 51-60 older no
and years years years years | than60 answer
younger | years

EMALE = 195 = 357 342 238 | 110 78 as
FEMALE 180 261 251 169 111 63 a1

Prepared by Prof. Elizabeth M. Role @2013 Male — 55% Female - 430/0
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AGE BY GENDER (WAD)

MALE ° FEMALE

20 years 21-30 older than no answer
and years 60 years
| _younger | | _ _ |
MALE 62 118 | | _ 36 _ p
FEMALE 48 81 | | | 8 . 4
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Male - 59% Female - 40%
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LEVEL OF EDUCATION (ECD)

NO ANSWER lz“!51
GRADUATE SCHOOL OR PROFESSIONAL SCHOOL
GRADUATE 344

COLLEGE OR UNIVERSITY GRADUATE

SOME COLLEGE OR UNIVERSITY

FINISHED SECONDARY SCHOOL

PRIMARY AND SOME SECONDARY SCHOOL | 1089
PRIMARY SCHOOL ONLY 1640

400 600 800 1000 1200 1400 1600 1800
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NO ANSWER

GRADUATE SCHOOL OR PROFESSIONAL SCHOOL
GRADUATE

COLLEGE OR UNIVERSITY GRADUATE

SOME COLLEGE OR UNIVERSITY

FINISHED SECONDARY SCHOOL

PRIMARY AND SOME SECONDARY SCHOOL

S
%
N
L
oc
-
2.
—
=
LLl
=
Qo
<

PRIMARY SCHOOL ONLY

Prepared by Prof. Elizabeth M. Role @2013

LEVEL OF EDUCATION (SID)

|111
I 139

‘ 341

303

530

| 403




NO ANSWER

GRADUATE SCHOOL OR PROFESSIONAL SCHOOL
GRADUATE

COLLEGE OR UNIVERSITY GRADUATE

SOME COLLEGE OR UNIVERSITY

FINISHED SECONDARY SCHOOL

PRIMARY AND SOME SECONDARY SCHOOL

PRIMARY SCHOOL ONLY
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EXPERIENCE WITH SDA EDUCATION

4000

¥ NO SDA SCHOOLING

% SOME OR COMPLETED SDA
SCHOOL AT SOME LEVEL
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W ADVENTIST BORN
% CONVERTED
¥ NO ANSWER
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FREQUENCY OF CHURCH ATTENDANCE
ACTUAL /IPREFERENCE

55% 51% 61%

75% 75% 75%
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OUTREACH
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PERCEPTIONS ON NEED TO INCREASE/
IMPROVE EFFORTS

80% 74% 81%
80% 74% 83%

Older chichh members in ECD and SID
perceive the need for tjlg_?f“chzirch to improve
on caring and nurture more than the younger
church members.
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WILLINGNESS TO GET INVOLVED IN
OUTREACH

20% 21% 31%
63% 55% 52%

Church members who attend church
regularly and who prefer to go to church
more often tend to be willing to get involved
in outreach to a great extent.
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Doctrines of the 54%
church

(T 3%

28%
program

wcpogan PO

Child and youth
program

What originally-attracted church

members to attend and to remain part of
their congregation?

Church reputation

d by Prof. Elizabeth M. Role @2013

57%

38%
29%

24%

56%

37%
29%

28%
24%

61%

41%
29%

25%
22%

61%

40%
27%

18%

20%

ATTRACT REMAIN ATTRACT REMAIN ATTRACT REMAIN

61%

41%
25%

20%

21%
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What originally attracted church members to
attend and to remain part of their congregation?

ECD
Younger members > |
@ Friends &

@ Music ae =
@ Child and yo h pro;;%n
@ Self-help groups

@ Evangelism program

-~

Older members
@ Doctrines of the church
@ Denominational ties
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What originally attracted younger church
members to attend and to remain part of their
congregation?

Younger menmt
@ Music probra\rh
@ Child and youth program |

-~
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What originally attracted older church
members to attend their congregation?

@ Proximity
%) Denommat -‘rn, ties

Foremost "= ons for%mmg part of the

congregatlorﬁbldel;church members)

%) Churchreputat:on
@& Community outreach
@ Denominational ties
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What originally attracted younger church
members to attend their congregation?

WAD
(& The minister
% Adult education programa

Except for the minister, the last four are the foremost
reasons for remaining part of the congregation.

The doctrines of the church attracted older church members
to attend and to remain part of their congregation.
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CONSIDER LEAVING LOCAL SDA CHURCH

SID WAD

To different faith 72% 88%

To another SDA church 75% 90%

To worship at home 71% 86%

WHAT WILL MAKE THEM LEAVE?

Cold and unfriendly church
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Worship services not
meaningful
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Personal tralts astoral
leadershif ' g%?e'd%mportant
Ak by_\/

YOUNGER C\HURCH MEMBERS
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ECD

@ Emphasis on spiritual development and
growth =

@ Comforting n/l reassuring ——

O Biblical e Hiing-andteaching

%, Preacht and teac ‘“‘f g on contemporary
issues’' ||

@ Works hard to accomplish tasks

@ Advises people what.to do

@ Gives whole self to the church

@ Outgoing and socially engaging

@ Reflective and reserved

Prepared by Prof. Elizabeth M. Role @2013
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done V'
@ Outgoing and sc

@ Reflective and reserved
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Personal tralts astoral
leadershif ' g%?e'd%mportant
Ak by_\/

OLDER CHURCH MEMBERS
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SID

@ Expertisein l;iblicalhan eological
=pro vokii;ziﬁd challenging

% Strong and decisive decision-maker

@ Comforting and reassuring

@ Encourages lay decision-making

@ Relaxed interpersonal style

@ Works hard to accomplish tasks

Prepared by Prof. Elizabeth M. Role @2013
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RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN CHURCH
INVOLVEMENT OF MEMBERS AND CARE
OF LEADERS

.150™" 231"
170" 248"
138**  .214**

**significant at 0.01 level

Prepared by Prof. Elizabeth M. Role @2013
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RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN FREQUENCY OF
WORSHIP SERVICES ATTENDANCE AND
EXPERIENCE WITH CHURCH LEADERS

Church
leaders
are warm
and friendly
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Sabbath
School
Teachers or
Leaders know
me

*significant at 0.05 level

Prepared by Prof. Elizabeth M. Role @2013

Pastor
knows
me

Church
leaders
care




There'is a significant direct
relationshif )betwﬁfe;en frequency of
ein mr‘mmces and

——

=

.
=

1 e
@ Attitude toward church
@ Experience with and attitude
toward church programs
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Charactefistics of church-pastor

that haveSignificant relationship

with frequency J&ttendance in
' worship services
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ECD

@ Enthusiastic about ministry
% Helpful in times of need

D A good preacher

@ Shows true spiritual leadership in our
church community

@ Receptive of new ideas

@ Thorough in pastoral duties

Prepared by Prof. Elizabeth M. Role @2013
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@ Enthusiastic about ministry
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Charac terlstlcs of the local

T %lflcant
relatlorr," Ip with.frequency of
attendance In worshlp services
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ECD, SID, AND WAD

D It is frzen v\ -
D It chdllenges my thmkmg
@ It provides fellowship
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ECD AND SID
@ It accepts people who are different
% Most m mbers want to be challenged to
it reli SSUELS and ideas

_ ECD AND WAD
@ It encourages me to ask questions
@ It expects people to learn and think
@ It stretches me in worship
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Frequency | Read the | Personal Read Have
Bible Devotion EGW Family
Writings | Worship*

S
0

never 2.3% 4.1% 16.8% 11.6%

less than 4.4% 6.3% 17.5% 8.4%

once a
month

about once 2 R Wik 378 14.9% 17.0% 11.9%

week

e (T 332%  26.7%  20.5%  19.3%

once a week

daily or 34.0%  38.0% 16.9%  39.0%

more than
once a day
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% Prayers or religious devotions together as a family away from church
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Frequency | Read the | Personal Read Have
Bible Devotion EGW Family
Writings | Worship*

never 2.4% 7.2% 17.8% 14.9%
less than 4.1% 7.8% 17.9% 10.3%

once a
month

about once 2 R LT 78 16.9% 18.1% 12.4%

week

iR (Lo 295%  24.6% 15.7% 19.2%

once a week

daily or 36.1%  27.6%  14.9%  29.2%

more than
once a day
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% Prayers or religious devotions together as a family away from church
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Frequency | Read the | Personal Read Have
- Bible Devotion EGW Family
Writings | Worship*
2.6%

less than 2.7 %
once a

month

about once a 11.4%
week

0
more than 33 3 A’
once a week

daily or 39.8%,

more than
once a day
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% Prayers or religious devotions together as a family away from church
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RELIGIOUS LIFE AND AGE

U engage in personal devotwn

U have family worship

more often than the younger church
members.
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RELIGIOUS LIFE AND AGE

In the 3 divisions:

e mbers tend to
U dlsreg/c}r heirre igious beliefs
because of what people think of
them.
U go to church because they enjoy

| seemg people they know.

ole @2013



RELIGIOUS BELIEFS AND AGE

In the 3 divisions, younger church
| membei's _

@ Believe that SDA belzefs might
change over time -

@ Believe that God approves polygamy
because some men of God in the
Bible were polygamists

Prepared by Prof. Elizabeth M. Role @2013
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RELIGIOUS BELIEFS AND AGE

In ECD a'nd SID...

| |
@ Younger church members believe that

because of the real.i(l;of witchcraft,
Christians can go to witchdoctors for
protection.
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RELIGIOUS-BELIEFS AND AGE

In the 3 divisions, older church
me 'bers tend to embrace _

DT hat[t/he investig atzve judgment
began in 1844
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@D The Advéntist standards regarding
healthful living
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Who support the church

financially?
%, Older C urch members

expertences wu‘h church

@ Those who had been converted to
Adventism for a longer period of
time
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AFRICAN CONTINENT

Frequency | Tithes SS Church | Mission
Offerings| Building | Program
S 6

4.1% 4.1% 8% 1%

Never

A% 6% 1% 8%
21.6%  209%  22.1%  222%
233%  23.0%  209%  20.7%

- 302%  283%  255%  22.0%
Always

Prepared by Prof. Elizabeth M. Role @2013
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SUPPORT OF MISSION/
EVANGELISM

@Suppo 0 mzssz Drograms and
evangé rojects 0f the church
O :!ih U - (__f_ f

IS Sign ica tly re lated to regular
attenrdance in worshtp services.

@ Members of churéhes which help

them grow closer to Christ tend to
support mission and evangelism.

Prepared by Prof. Elizabeth M. Role @2013
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SUPPORT OF CHRISTIAN
EDUCATION

7, Churc members who received
SDA olingqud those
"'r

employ '.* an in itution owned
by or affi liated with the SDA
church tend to support Christian
education and local church
school.
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VOTE OF THANKS

@ GC Office of Archzves, Statistics, and
Research o

% Umon/{ldmzms" rative f eld executive and
administrative secretaries

@ District/Church pastors

@ Church members

@ UEAB Administration, Research Team,
Mailman, Messengers, Encoders
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NAME OF ADMINISTRATIVE FIELD

\aYY= el LOCATION DISTRICT  MEMBERS
o:10]:{e"|'| (URBAN OR (Number)
RURAL)
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FILLED QUESTIONNAIRES
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UNIVERSITY OF EASTERN AFRICA, BARATON
Prepared by Prof. Elizabeth M. Role @2013 DATA E N C O D E Rs
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