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ABSTRACT OF GRADUATE STUDENT RESEARCH 

P ro jec t Report

Andrews University 

Seventh-day Adventis t Theological Seminary

T i t le :  DEVELOPING A SERIES OF SABBATH SCHOOL LESSONS ON THE BOOK OF
ZECHARIAH

Name of researcher: P h i l ip  G. Samaan

Name and degree o f fa cu lty  adv iso r: Clarence B. Gruesbeck, D.Min.

Date completed: June, 1987

This p ro jec t report concerns the developing o f a series o f adu lt 

Sabbath School Lessons on the book o f Zechariah. The lessons endeavor 

to  address the major themes in Zechariah and cover each o f the fo u r

teen chapters in sequential o rder. However, due to the scope and l im 

i ta t io n  of th is  study, the lessons do not deal in d e ta i l  w ith  every 

verse.

These lessons are p r im a r i ly  devotional in nature designed to 

bu ild  up s p i r i t u a l l y  the body o f  C h r is t.  They are also designed to  draw 

the world-wide Seventh-day Adventis t church members to focus a tten t ion  

on th is  book in d a i ly  study fo r  one quarter. Daily study o f Scrip ture
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enables church members to  treasure i t  as the source o f encouragement, 

re v iv a l ,  and reformation.

This study of Zechariah has g re a t ly  benefited me both in t e l le c 

tu a l ly  and s p i r i t u a l l y .  I t  has helped me to sharpen my s k i l l s  in in te r 

p re t ing , teaching, and communicating e f fe c t iv e ly  the insp ired Word o f 

God. There is  such a great s p ir i tu a l  value in simply tak ing  the Word 

o f  God fo r what i t  is ,  studying i t ,  praying and meditating on i t ,  and, 

as a re s u lt ,  experiencing the Holy S p i r i t ' s  enlightenment.

I have attempted to  make c lear several important po in ts to  the 

readers. Among these po in ts  are: the Christ-centeredness o f the book

o f Zechariah; i t s  re levant and timely messages to the present and fu ture 

l i f e  and mission of the Adventist church; and i t s  po ten t ia l as a r ich  

resource fo r  a s p ir i tu a l  awakening among God's people in these las t 

days.

In i t s  fourteen chapters, Zechariah's messages are p a r t ic u la r ly  

appropriate to  Seventh-day Adventists. The themes of sa lva tion  by 

f a i t h ,  the judgment, and the three advents o f C h r is t ,  e tc . a l l  are to 

be found. The book complements, c l a r i f i e s ,  and re in forces the messages 

o f  Daniel and Revelation.
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CHAPTER I 

INTRODUCTION

J u s t i f ic a t io n  o f  the Project 

The task o f developing a series of Sabbath School lessons on 

the book o f Zechariah fo r  adults was assigned to me by the General 

Conference o f Seventh-day Adventis ts . The assignment le n t  i t s e l f  in 

several ways as a v iab le  pro ject fo r  the professional degree in which 

I was en ro l led .

The Need to  Study the Book o f Zechariah 

The book o f  Zechariah deserves much more a tten t ion  on the part 

o f  Seventh-day Adventists than i t  is  usually  given. There are a few 

very fa m i l ia r  verses th a t are quoted occasiona lly  such as " .  . . Not by 

might, nor by power, but by my s p i r i t ,  sa ith  the Lord o f hosts" (Zech 

3 :6 ) ;  however, the major portions o f  the book are ignored.

F i r s t ,  there needs to be a comprehensive study o f the book in 

the l ig h t  o f the fa c t  tha t there  is  hardly any in-depth study o f  

Zechariah in Seventh-day Adventist l i t e r a t u r e .  Second, the book o f 

Zechariah is  uniquely re levant to  Adventist theology and mission at 

the present time; i t  is  one o f the most escha to log ica l, apoca lyp tic , 

and Messianic books o f  the Old Testament. T h ird , Zechariah p a ra l le ls  

the two books studied most thoroughly by the Adventis t Church, namely, 

the books o f Daniel and Revelation. I t  should be placed in the same

L
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class as these two important books fo r  i t  pa ra l le ls  them in terms o f 

i t s  eschato log ica l, apocalyptic  and Messianic content. I t  a lso sheds 

l ig h t  on, complements, and re in forces the messages o f these two books.

Fourth, the theo log ica l f ie ld  is  qu ite  open fo r  study and ap

p l ic a t io n  o f Zechariah's messages to contemporary re l ig io u s  experiences 

and needs o f the Church. Such a book is  awaiting f u l l e r  in ve s t ig a 

t io n ,  apprec ia tion , and implementation in  the l ives  o f church members 

— in d iv id u a l ly  and c o l le c t iv e ly .

Personal Benefits 

I have recognized my own need to  develop my s k i l l s  in  more 

thorough study o f Scrip tu re  in order to in te rp re t ,  teach, and communi

cate more e f fe c t iv e ly  the insp ired  word o f God to church members. Of 

course, the in te l le c tu a l  s t im u la t ion  and the s p ir i tu a l  enrichment as a 

re s u lt  of such a thorough study o f Scrip ture  have been o f great b e n e f i t .

I am anxious to  see much o f  the same e f fe c t  in the l ive s  o f church 

members.

Corporal Benefits 

The book o f Zechariah is  c le a r ly  a Christ-centered book. The 

Messiah is i t s  centra l f ig u re ,  and in Him the doctr ina l tru ths  such as 

repentance, j u s t i f i c a t io n ,  judgment, and advent are found. I t  is  as

sumed tha t such Chris t-centered lessons from a very important, yet 

o ften neglected book o f the B ib le , w i l l  a id  in the s p ir i tu a l  rev iva l 

and reformation w ith in  the church. I t  w i l l  involve the church members 

in  issues re levant to  t h e i r  s p i r i tu a l  con d it io n , Adventist theology, and 

church mission both now and in the near fu tu re .  In a d d it io n , such study
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w i l l  focus the a tten tion  o f the world-wide church on th is  one subject 

on a da ily  basis. As a re s u l t ,  the church w i l l  experience not only a 

s p i r i tu a l  rev iva l but w i l l  consequently come to re a l iz e  tha t the study 

o f  Zechariah, l ik e  the study of Daniel and Revelation, merits much 

more consideration in i t s  preaching and teaching program.

Description o f  the Project

This manuscript, which is  comprised of three chapters, endeavors 

to  address the major themes in the book o f Zechariah by making use o f 

every chapter in  sequential order. However, due to  the scope and l i m i t 

a t ion  of th is  study, the lessons do not deal exhaustive ly w ith  every 

verse as such. This series o f lessons is  p r im a r i ly  devotional in  nature 

and is  designed to  bu ild  up the church members in t h e i r  personal s p i r i t 

ual l iv e s .

F i r s t ,  extensive use of resource materia ls such as the Hebrew, 

Arabic, and Greek B ib les, several versions of the English B ib le , Ellen 

G. White's w r i t in g s ,  the Seventh-day Adventist B ib le  Commentary, and 

other secondary sources are u t i l i z e d .  Insights and ideas gleaned from 

personal in terv iews w ith  theology professors are also used. Second, 

in chapter 2 are included an in t ro du c t io n  and the th ir teen  lessons 

from the book o f Zechariah. These lessons are designed to address the 

to ta l  world-wide membership o f the Seventh-day Adventist Church, taking 

in t o  cons idera tion  d i f fe re n t  c u l tu ra l  and educational backgrounds. 

T h ird ,  the lessons are prepared to  a id the church member to  study, 

d iscuss, and apply the ins igh ts  and ins tru c t ion s  o f  the lessons in 

d iv id u a l ly ,  w ith in  the fam ily  s e t t in g ,  and in the s e t t in g  of the Sabbath 

School c lass, church, and the community.
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F in a l ly ,  more than the mere use o f various sources, the p ro jec t 

required a deep and personal searching o f the Word. Many hours were 

spent in prayer and personal meditation seeking the aid o f the Holy 

S p i r i t  who insp ired  the S cr ip tu re  in the f i r s t  p lace, and who insp ires  

and guides earnest seekers a f te r  t ru th  today. "When the S p i r i t  o f 

t r u th  comes, he w i l l  guide you in to  a l l  the t ru th  . . . "  (John 16:13a 

RSV).

Expectations from the Project 

The p ro je c t is expected to be a learning and maturing experience 

fo r  the researcher; and i t  is an tic ipa ted  that the p ro jec t w i l l  en

hance the s p i r i tu a l  l i f e  and mission of the Church as w e l l .

Personal Expectations 

The study o f the book o f  Zechariah w ith the in te n t  of developing 

a series o f Sabbath School lessons fo r  adults has been a learn ing  and 

maturing experience fo r me th a t has enriched my m in is try  through the 

s tudy of the ava ilab le  data and through in te ra c t io n  with B ib l ic a l  

scholars. I t  a lso has sharpened my study s k i l l s  through an in-depth 

study of the Word and e f fe c t iv e  communication o f tha t study to  the 

church membership as a whole.

Furthermore, the study has aided me, during the w r i t in g  of 

these lessons, to  develop the necessary c a p a b i l i t ie s  to  more re a d i ly  

recognize the s p i r i tu a l  needs of church members. Some of the ideas 

developed in the study were shared with church members. Consequently, 

such in te rac t ion  aided me in acquiring the a b i l i t y  to  blend theory and

p ra c t ice , as an in tegra l part o f my vocation. This proved to  be of
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special bene fit  to  me as d ire c to r  o f the Sabbath School program o f  the 

Africa-1ndian Ocean D iv is ion  o f SDA.

Expectations fo r  the Church

I t  is  a n t ic ip a te d  th a t th is  p ro jec t w i l l  in f luence  the l i f e  and 

mission o f the Church by:

1. Focusing the a tten t ion  o f  the to ta l  Church membership fo r  

one quarter o f the year (and hopefully beyond) on th is  very im portan t, 

re levant, and not genera lly  understood book o f the Bible th a t  has a 

great deal to  do w ith  the theology and mission o f the SDA Church.

2. Providing a b e tte r  understanding o f  the book o f  Zechariah 

by church members.

3. Aiding in the s p ir i tu a l  nu rtu re , r e v iv a l ,  and involvement 

o f the to ta l  membership o f  the Church on a d a ily  bas is . True and la s t 

ing reviva l and reformation often grow out o f a sincere and constant 

study o f the word o f God.

4. Ass is ting  the church members in areas o f  inreach and ou t

reach as a re s u lt  o f the ins igh ts  gained and p ra c t ic a l  app lica t ions  

experienced from the study o f the lessons.

Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.



CHAPTER I I  

ZECHARIAH— PROMISE AND RESTORATION

Introduction to the Book of Zechariah

This quarter we w i l l  be studying the book o f Zechariah. Our 

study w i l l  not be exhaustive of every passage or chapter, but w i l l  

deal w ith  the major themes o f  th is  important book.

I t  is true tha t Zechariah is  one of the most d i f f i c u l t  books in 

the B ib le  to in te rp re t .  I t  challenges and demands the most earnest 

study and re f le c t io n .  However, th is  book, in sp ite  o f the d i f f i c u l t y  

o f in te rp re t in g  some passages, is a precious treasure chest o f God's 

t r u th .  Through i t s  maze o f  h is to ry  and eschatology th a t are often 

in term ingled, we see the face o f Jesus the Messiah, the central per

s o n a l i ty ,  looking out at us from i t s  pages.

One of the main reasons why the book o f Zechariah is somewhat 

unknown is  because i t  is  neglected and unopened. Seventh-day Adven

t i s t s ,  espec ia lly , need to  pay much more a tten t ion  to i t s  study. Why? 

Because i t  is the most Messianic, eschato log ica l, and apocalyptic o f 

the Old Testament books. I t  is the la rgest book among the Minor 

Prophets (14 chapters), con ta in ing  two chapters more than Daniel, w ith  

which i t  has several points in common. I t  can be said also th a t 

Zechariah is the Old Testament equivalent o f what Revelation is fo r  

the New Testament.
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Martin Luther called Zechariah the "quintessence" o f Old Testa

ment prophecy. I t  presents a summary o f many revelations o f previous 

Bible w r ite rs  concerning the Messiah, his work, and his advents.

F in a l ly ,  Zechariah contains in i t s  pages a wealth o f promises, 

comfort, and encouragement fo r  God's remnant people today. The proph

ecies o f Zechariah came at a time o f great uncerta in ty  and f lagging 

zeal. The remnant o f  the re tu rn ing  ex iles  were gripped w ith  discourage

ment and fea r. I t  was during such a p re va i l in g  mood tha t God ca lled  

the prophet Zechariah to infuse courage and hope in the sagging morale 

of His people. So also does God c a l l  upon His remnant people today to 

l is te n  to the comforting and empowering messages o f Zechariah streaming 

fo r th  from the Messiah—His love, l i f e ,  work, and soon-coming re tu rn .

Overview o f Zechariah

1:1-6:15 7:1-8:23 9:1-14:21

Visions o f res to ra 
tion  and messages o f 
exhortation and en
couragement

The question of 
fa s t in g  and God's 
answer, "mourning 
turned in to  joy "

Eschatology— 
the complete and 
f i n a l  v ic to r y  o f 
God and His rem
nant

Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.



LESSON 1 

" I  LIFTED UP MINE EYES"

THIS WEEK'S STUDY: Zechariah 1:1, 7, 18; 2:1; 5:1, 5, 9; 6 :1 .

MEMORY VERSE: " I  w i l l  l i f t  up mine eyes unto the h i l l s ,  from
whence cometh my help. My help cometh from the Lord, which made 
heaven and e a r th ."  (Psalm 121:1, 2)

CENTRAL THOUGHT: The Hebrew name Zechariah means "God remembers."

Often in the hustle and bustle  o f l i f e  we fo rge t tha t God remembers 

us; we need to  stop, tu rn ,  l i f t  up our eyes, and see Him.

OVERVIEW:

1. Zechariah—God remembers (1 :1 ,7 )

2. Zechariah l i f t e d  up his eyes (1:18)

3. Zechariah l i f t e d  up his eyes again (2:1)

4. Zechariah tu rned , and l i f t e d  up his eyes (5:1; 6:1)

INTRODUCTION: John Bunyan in his book The P i lg r im 's  Progress describes

the experience of the man w ith  the muck-rake. This man was so busy

w ith  the rake in his hand cleaning the d i r t  around him tha t he never 

stopped, looked up, and saw. What the man missed seeing was an angel

above him in whose hand was a crown o f go ld . The angel was p a t ie n t ly

w a it ing  to  give the crown to  the man, but he never received i t .  Why? 

Because the man w ith the muck-rake was so preoccupied with what he was 

doing th a t he never turned, never l i f t e d  up his eyes, and never looked.

8
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This quarter, as we study these lessons, le t  us not be l ik e  

the muck-raker. Rather, l e t  us be l ik e  Zechariah who remembered that 

God was there, who turned, and who l i f t e d  up his eyes again and again 

and saw a v is ion  o f the Lord.

Zechariah—God Remembers (Zech 1:1, 7)

Zechariah—H is to r ica l Sketch 

The name Zechariah, which means "God remembers" in Hebrew, was 

a common name in the Old Testament—twenty-nine persons are mentioned 

w ith i t .  The meaning o f the name was f i t t i n g  to  the s i tu a t io n  in to  

which the ex iles  returned. The unsettled p o l i t i c a l  s i tu a t io n  in the 

Persian empire and the b i t t e r  opposition and pre jud ice from neighboring 

Samaritans led to  great discouragement among the Jews. They completely 

stopped the rebu ild ing  program and sta rted  caring fo r  th e i r  own material 

in te re s ts .  As a re su lt  the people lapsed in to  s p ir i tu a l  le tha rgy  and 

d i f f i c u l t  times ensued.

During th is  time o f f lu x ,  discouragement, and uncerta in ty , the 

prophets Haggai and Zechariah came on the scene to  bring a message of 

encouragement and hope to  the people tha t God had not fo rgo tten  them 

as they had thought. God was no longer angry w ith them and was c a l l in g  

them to  return to Him so He might dwell in  th e i r  midst and remember 

them always. He assured them tha t He was ready to  f ig h t  and win th e i r  

ba tt les  and to  f in is h  the rebu ild ing  o f the temple.

God kept His promise to  restore the temple construction resumed 

in the second year o f Darius and the temple was completed in the s ix th  

year o f Darius (Ezra 6:14, 15), or 516 B.C.
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ILLUMINATION:

God has a purpose in sending t r i a l  to His ch ild ren . He never 
leads them otherwise than they would choose to be led i f  they 
could see the end from the beginning, and discern the g lo ry  o f  
the purpose th a t they are f u l f i l l i n g .  A l l  tha t He brings upon 
them in tes t and t r i a l  comes tha t they may be strong to  do and 
su f fe r  fo r  Him. (Prophets and Kings, p. 578)

THINK IT THROUGH: As I face c r i t i c is m ,  opposit ion, and t r i a l s ,  do I

lose s igh t o f God's presence in my l i f e ?  Such t r i a l s  can e ith e r  d r ive  

me c loser to God or d r ive  me fu r th e r  away from Him. What are th e i r  

e ffec ts  on my s p i r i tu a l  l i f e ?  Do I f ind  myself l ik e  the Jews th in k in g  

that God has fo rgo tten  me and s ta r t  focusing on my own s e lf is h  materia l 

in te rests?

Zechariah— the Person 

Zechariah was a young man when he was called by God to  the 

prophetic m in is try —around the year 520 B.C.—and was a contemporary 

o f the prophet Haggai (Ezra 5:1; 6 :14). He functioned also as a p r ie s t  

carry ing on Iddo's p r ie s t ly  l in e  (Neh 12:4, 16). Haggai was qu ite  an 

old man when Zechariah began h is  work, so he found in the young prophet 

a great help. "Two months a f te r  Haggai's la s t  recorded message was 

de livered , Zechariah had a series o f v is ions" (Prophets and Kings, p. 

580). Theirs was a m in is t ry  o f u n ity  and cooperation. Zechariah b u i l t  

on and re in forced Haggai's messages. The former prophet gave an impulse 

forward (Hag 1:1, 5 ) ,  and the l a t t e r  pushed fo rc e fu l ly  fo r  the comple

t io n  o f the temple. "The earnest pleadings and the encouragements 

given through Haggai were emphasized and added to by Zechariah, whom 

God raised up to stand by his side in urging Israel to carry out the 

command to  arise and b u i ld "  (Prophets and K ings, p. 576).
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Zechariah was born in  c a p t iv i t y ,  in Babylon. The fa c t  tha t he 

came back to Jerusalem with approximately f i f ty - th ousa nd  e x i le s  t e l l s  

us tha t he was reared to  love God and his homeland.

What t r a i t s  o f character are exhib ited by Zechariah in Zech 

1:9, 19, 21; 2:2; 3 :5 ; 4:11, 12?

What p ic tu re  do we see o f God's character as He responds to  

Zechariah's questions, in te r ru p t io n s ,  and c u r io s i ty?  See Zech 1:9, 

10, 19, 21; 2:2; 3:5.

Zechariah, th is  energetic young p rophe t/p r ies t seems to be 

f u l l  o f enthusiasm, c u r io s i ty ,  and imagination. He can hardly wait 

fo r  God to introduce a subject before he s ta r ts  in te r ru p t in g ,  asking 

questions, or making suggestions. He is a le r t ,  a keen observer, and 

a t te n t ive  to d e ta i l—a well-chosen instrument to  be used by God to  

transm it the apoca lyp tic , eschato log ica l, and Messianic messages to  

his people.

From th is  we learn th a t God does not mind our questions. He 

wants us to  be heard. He in v i te s  us in Isa 1:18 to  "Come now, and l e t  

us reason toge the r."  God is  p a t ien t and lov ing  and w i l l  in te r ru p t  

what He is saying, and even accept our suggestions, in order to make 

Himself c lear and to  promote a re la t io n sh ip  o f dialogue and understan- 

di ng.

REACT: In the l ig h t  o f God's reasonableness, his in te res t in l is te n in g

to  us, and d ia loguing w ith  us, how sha ll we re la te  to others? Are we
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sometimes impatient w ith  t h e i r  questions? Do we l is te n  a c t iv e ly ,  or 

do we do most o f the ta lk ing ?

How do we re la te  to  other people's ideas and suggestions? Do we 

sometimes come across i l l  at ease or defensive? I t  is  very in te re s t in g  

to  note tha t our en thus ias t ic  prophet Zechariah a c tu a l ly  made a sugges

t io n  to the heavenly court in the fou rth  v is ion  to  place a " f a i r  m itre "  

on Joshua's head (see Zech 3 :5 ) .  Notice tha t immediately in the same 

verse the all-knowing God accepted Zechariah's suggestion.

Zechariah L i f te d  Up His Eyes (Zech 1:28)

Several times in the f i r s t  s ix  chapters we c le a r ly  notice  th a t 

Zechariah was the kind o f person who looked up to heaven and saw a 

v is ion  o f God. He was not the kind of person who brooded over his 

problems or kept his eyes looking downward on e a r th ly  th in g s .

That is  not to  say tha t he was not a r e a l i s t .  He was. He

understood well the problems o f h is people. But before being able to

resolve the problems down here, he l i f t e d  up h is eyes and looked up 

there and saw tha t his help came from beyond h im se lf—from God.

What s p ir i tu a l  s ign if ica nce  is  to  be found in Zechariah l i f t i n g  

up h is eyes and seeing? Zech 1:18.

COMPARE: Compare Zech 1:18 with 2 Kgs 6:14-17.

We l iv e  in the natural and supernatural realms. We are sur

rounded by seen and unseen forces which a ffe c t our d a ily  l i v e s .  Often

we focus our a tten tion  on what is  seen in th is  world such as money,
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pleasure, and p res tige . Consequently, we are blinded to the unseen 

world— the supernatural.

We must remember the supremacy o f the supernatural over the 

n a tu ra l .  The supernatural is  much more real and enduring; and on ly by 

opening our eyes and looking up, l ik e  the young man in 2 Kgs 6:17, may 

we see the mountains around f u l l  of God's mighty power. The super

natural must always in te ra c t  w ith the natural and give i t  i t s  true 

meaning and place i t  in the r ig h t  perspective.

SEARCH AND LEARN: Read the fo llow ing  te x ts  c a re fu l ly  and then w r ite

down the main thought in  each. What do these tex ts  have in common?

1. 2 Kings 6:17

2. Psalm 121:1, 2

3. Isaiah 45:22

4. Zechariah 1:18

5. Luke 21:28

6. Hebrews 12:2

ILLUMINATION:

God does not bid us overcome in our own strength . He asks us 
to  come close to His s ide . Whatever d i f f i c u l t i e s  we labor 
under, which weigh down soul and body, He waits to make us 
f re e .  . . .  He is  touched w ith  the fe e l in g  of our in f i r m i t i e s ,  
and He desires us to  lay our p e rp le x it ie s  and troub les  at His 
fee t and leave them the re . . . .  I t  is  not wise to  look to  
ourselves and study our emotions. I f  we do t h i s ,  the enemy 
w i l l  present d i f f i c u l t i e s  and temptations tha t weaken fa i th  
and destroy courage. . . .  We are to  look away from s e l f  to  
C h r is t .  (M in is try  o f H ea ling , p. 249)

Zechariah L i f te d  Up His Eyes Again (Zech 2 :1 ) .

COMPARE: In Zech 2:1, we no tice  that the word "again" is  introduced
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which was not in Zech 1:18. What s ign if icance  does th is  word have in 

the context?

Zechariah d id not l i f t  up his eyes once but repeatedly. One 

experience is  not enough. We must look at the Savior again and again 

to  replenish our re se rvo ir  o f His love , hope, and power. The Scriptures 

teach us about the necessity o f such a continual s p i r i tu a l  experience. 

For example, we are admonished to pray without ceasing (1 Thess 5:17), 

die d a ily  to  s e l f  (1 Cor 15:31), deny s e l f ,  and take up the cross d a ily  

and fo llow  C hr is t (Luke 9 :23), d e l ig h t ourselves w ith  the law o f God, 

and meditate on i t  day and night (Ps 1 :2 ),  and search the Scriptures 

d a i ly  (Acts 17:1).

What app lica t ions can you draw from the above Bible references? 

Is your experience o f s p i r i tu a l  communion a steady or an occasional 

one? What is  the d if fe rence  between the two?

You might say, "even though I 'v e  decided, and I am determined

to  have a consistent devotional l i f e ,  I often f a i l  so m iserably." There 

are many th ings in l i f e  th a t we do not always fee l l ik e  doing, but we 

do anyway because they are r ig h t .  Such things are d i f f i c u l t  to do 

espec ia lly  at the beginning, but they become easier and more pleasant 

w ith  time. The food, even the most d e lic io u s , does not taste  good to 

a pa tien t recovering from an i l ln e s s ,  but he must eat i t  to  regain his

strength . To begin a regu la r physical exercise program, one experiences

d i f f i c u l t y ,  espec ia lly  at the beginning, but w ith  consistency, d is 

c ip l in e ,  and perseverance, i t  becomes a part o f one's l i f e .

i
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S p ir i tua l d is c ip l in e  is  what makes the d if fe re nce . Decision 

and determination have th e i r  p lace, but w ithou t re in fo rc in g  them with  

d is c ip l in e ,  they are of l i t t l e  a v a i l .  There w i l l  always be times when 

we w i l l  not feel l i k e  continu ing what we have decided to  get done. This 

is  exactly  where d is c ip l in e  comes in—d is c ip l in e  th a t is  inspired by 

God's love to us and His drawing power in  our l iv e s ;  the kind tha t is  

insp ired  by what the apostle Paul said, " I  can do a l l  th ings through 

C hr is t which strengtheneth me1' (Phil 4 :1 3 ) , and " I  press toward the 

mark fo r  the prize  o f the high c a l l in g  in C h r is t  Jesus1' (Phil 3 :14).

Inspired and empowered by C h r is t 's  love and "the p r ize "  awaiting 

us, we make a serious and a conscious e f f o r t  to go on w ith  re g u la r i ty  

and steadfastness in sp ite  o f  the fee lings and obstacles tha t we might 

encounter. Obviously such d is c ip l in e  is  needed in whatever important 

task we need to  accomplish in  l i f e ,  e spec ia lly  in the s p i r i tu a l  realm.

Zechariah Turned and L i f te d  Up His Eyes (Zech 5:1; 6:1)

Twice Zechariah uses the word " tu rned" in describ ing his action 

o f l i f t i n g  up his eyes and look ing. To tu rn  means to  stop, change 

d ire c t io n ,  and in te r ru p t  what is  being done.

What s p ir i tu a l  s ign if ica n ce  does the use o f the phrase "he 

turned" have in considering the experience o f  Zechariah? Zech 5 :1; 6:1

Study the progressive actions o f Zechariah's experience in 

Zech 2 :1; 5:1; and 6:1 as shown in the fo l lo w in g  po ints:

1. Turned

2. L if te d  up eyes

3. Aga i  n
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4. Looked

5. Saw

6. Vision

What do these points t e l l  me about Zechariah? About myself?

As the prophet went about h is  very busy work of leadership, he 

never lo s t  s igh t of God's presence and the messages He wanted to give 

to  him. God was the f i r s t  p r io r i t y  in his l i f e .  He was ready to  in te r 

rupt his a c t i v i t ie s ,  no matter how important they were, l i f t  up his 

eyes and l is te n  to God. He was never too busy to communicate with 

God. That was the secret of his success in being used by the Lord. He

received power from the Source which he imparted to  others. That can

be the secret o f our success too. I t  is  the only way to a v ic to r ious  

Chris tian  l i f e .  "Look unto Me, and be ye saved" (Isa 45:22).

ILLUMINATION:

As we make Chris t our d a i ly  companion we sha ll feel th a t the
powers o f the unseen world are a l l  around us; and by looking 
unto Jesus we shall become assim ilated to  His image. By behold
ing we become changed. The character is softened, re fined  and 
ennobled fo r  the heavenly kingdom. (Thoughts from the Mount 
o f B lessings, p. 85)

What s ign if icance  does the small word "up" have in Zech 5:1

and 6:1?

Sometimes in our l iv e s  when things are going r e la t iv e ly  w e ll ,  

we may find  i t  easy to pray and to  "look up." But when the going gets 

tough, our f a i t h  gets shaky and discouragement sets in ; i t  becomes 

very tempting to  look sideways ra the r than upward. In o ther words, 

during such d i f f i c u l t  times, i t  becomes easy to  look at ourselves, to
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complain and c r i t i c i z e  instead of tu rn ing and l i f t i n g  up our eyes to 

God, our only real source o f help.

The real purpose o f  t r i a l s  and d i f f i c u l t i e s  is to d r ive  us to 

our knees in prayer and to  s o l id i f y  our dependence on God and not vice- 

versa .

ILLUSTRATION: One day I was discussing w ith  an acquaintance th is  B ib l i 

cal concept o f " tu rn ing "  and "looking up" and how absolu te ly essential 

i t  is  fo r  our s p ir i tu a l  survival and growth. He responded earnestly 

saying, " I  am too busy. I am 'up to here* w ith  my work at the o f f ic e .  

I ju s t  don 't have any time to  study and m ed ita te ."  I asked him gently 

i f  he had any time to  ea t. He responded by saying, "Yes, but th a t 's  

d i f fe re n t .  I f  I don 't eat I w i l l  not be able to go on."

The f i r s t  part o f  h is las t response is  not tru e , but the second 

part i s .  We need s p i r i tu a l  food as much as physical food and much 

more, fo r  w ithout i t ,  as my fr iend said, we " w i l l  not be able to go 

on." No job , no a c t i v i t y ,  nothing whatsoever is  important enough to 

take us away from taking the time to look up. I f  i t  does, i t  is  not 

important enough no matter what i t  is .  I t  is a matter o f l i f e  and 

death. Our whole l i f e  now and forever depends on tu rn ing , l i f t i n g  up 

our eyes, and beholding God.

What is  the main thought in Prov 29:18? What is meant by the 

word " v is io n , "  and how can tha t be applied in my own l i f e ?

J u s t l i k e  the man with the muck-rake in our in t ro d u c t io n , 

w ithout stopping and l i f t i n g  up his eyes and looking above him he could 

not obtain the crown of gold which was in the angel's  hand. So we too
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w i l l  not receive a v is io n —a reve la tion  o f  God and His character and 

an impartation of His love, wisdom, and power to us. I t  is  there fo r  

the asking, but we must ask fo r  and appropria te  what God has in store 

for us, otherwise there w i l l  be no b e n e f i t .  Without drawing on the 

Source, we w i l l  be separated from Him, become weak and perish. We 

w i l l  miss out on the abundant l i f e ,  and we w i l l  lose the crown o f l i f e .  

I t  is  the re . “ Look up and l i v e " !

FOR FURTHER STUDY AND MEDITATION:

1. Psalms 121:1-8; Isaiah 49:14-16; Hebrews 8:12

2. Thoughts from the Mount o f B less ings, pp. 83-86.

SUMMARY: God who gave His Son fo r us w i l l  not fo rg e t us or forsake

us. He is  there always wait ing  fo r  us to  respond to His love by tu rn ing  

and l i f t i n g  up our eyes and seeing Him and rece iv ing  what He has fo r  

us. That is how we maintain our re la t io n s h ip  w ith God and have the 

assurance of eternal l i f e .

APPLICATION: God remembers us and does not fo rget us, but He w i l l

remember no more our confessed sins and in iq u i t ie s .

1. In our re la t ionsh ip  w ith Him and o thers, do we remember 

what we need to fo rge t and fo rge t what we need to remember? Give an 

example.

2. Can you share an example of a time when you l i f t e d  up your eyes 

and meditated on the Lord? What happened?

3. The cond it ion  to  receive is  to  share. How do you plan to  

share w ith  others the blessings of encouragement, power, and wisdom 

that you receive from God?
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4. In your own l i f e  r ig h t  now, are you too busy doing “ impor

ta n t"  things th a t you have no time to turn and look up and see? I f

yes, what w i l l  you do about i t  and when?

5. What d id th is  lesson teach you about God? What d id i t

teach you about Zechariah? What did i t  teach you about you rse lf?
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LESSON 2 

"RETURN TO ME"

THIS WEEK'S STUDY: Zechariah 1:1-6, 12-17.

MEMORY VERSE: " I  have b lo t ted  out, as a th ic k  c loud, thy trans
gressions, and, as a c loud, thy s ins: re tu rn  unto me; fo r  I
have redeemed thee ."  (Isa iah 44:22)

CENTRAL THOUGHT: God in His love wants to  re e s tab l ish  His covenant 

re la t io n sh ip  w ith  His people. He wants them to re tu rn  to  Him w ith  a l l  

t h e i r  heart so th a t  He may dwell in th e i r  m idst.

OVERVIEW:

Zechariah 1:1-6, 12-17

Is r a e l1s ReturnGod's Return

1. God's comfort (1:13)

2. God's great jea lousy (1:14)

3. God's d isp leasure (1:15)

4. God's mercies and com
passion (1:16)

1. God's earnest appeal (1:3)

2. The s p i r i t u a l  re turn ing

3. Be ye not as your fathers 
(1 :4-6)

INTRODUCTION: God's ca l l  to  repentance through His prophet Zechariah

is  one of the strongest and one o f the most moving and s p i r i t u a l ly

intense ca lls  o f  the whole Old Testament. The theme "Return to Me" is
20
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to be seen as a p r i o r i t y  in Zechariah's m in is t r y .  Before He could 

restore Jerusalem and the Temple, God wanted to  restore His covenant 

re la t io n sh ip  w ith  them— He wanted th e i r  hearts f i r s t .  He was so w i l l in g  

to  shower on them great blessings i f  they would ju s t  return to Him and 

walk in  His ways.

D is i l lus ionm en t had gripped the re tu rn in g  e x i le s ;  and God's 

messages to re turn  to  Him were intended to  in fuse courage and fa i th  in 

th e i r  sagging morale. He Himself had returned to  them with mercy (Zech 

1:16).

God's plan o f sa lva t ion—His covenant— has never changed. Also 

His words and s ta tu tes  are permanent and unchangeable. But His people 

change and t h e i r  words and promises do not endure. S t i l l  God loves 

His people and is  jea lous over them. He knows th a t  a covenant re la t io n 

ship is  something re c ip ro ca l.  He is  re tu rn in g  to  them, but w i l l  they 

return to  Him? He is  w i l l in g  to t r y  d i f f e r e n t  means to  accomplish His 

covenant. He is  w i l l i n g  to  t ry  again and again ; but now He is  pleading 

w ith His people to  " re tu rn  to Me" fo r  the la s t  time through Zechariah. 

W ill they? Yes, He wants them to  reconstruct the Temple and Jerusalem, 

He wants to  usher in the Messianic age, but in  order to be ready fo r  

th a t ,  the real construction  is  not so much o f b r ic k  and mortar; i t  is  

the reconstruction  o f  the heart a f te r  God.

God's Return

God never changes. He is  "the same yesterday, and today, and 

forever" (Heb 13:8). His word w i l l  stand fo re ve r .  "The grass w ithe r-  

e th , the flow er fadeth: but the word o f our God shall stand forever"
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(Isa 40 :8). The words and statutes o f God overtake people and events. 

People d ie ,  events pass away, but God's t r u th  marches on.

The same unchangeableness applies to God's covenant re la t io nsh ip  

w ith  His people. In th is  reciprocal re la t io n s h ip  God is  always f a i t h 

f u l .  He never wants to  leave or forsake them. I t  is  they who are not 

f a i t h f u l ,  who leave and forsake Him. As a re s u lt  God allows his un

fa i th fu l  people to be ex iled  in order th a t they might re tu rn  to  Him, 

because He loves them. However, even though God's plan never changes, 

the ways in which i t  is  realized sometimes changes because people, the 

other party to  the covenant re la t io n sh ip ,  change.

God's great love is  so overwhelming th a t  even though He is  the 

" in ju red  pa rty "  in th is  re la t ion sh ip , and even though His people leave 

Him fo r  no reason, He is  the one who takes the i n i t i a t i v e  to  seek them 

out pleading w ith  them to  return to  Him. God is  doing a l l  He can to 

restore us to  Him short o f forc ing our w i l l .  But He needs and must 

have our cooperation. I f  a re la t ionsh ip  does not t ra n sp ire ,  i t  is  not 

because o f God's unwillingness but because o f our resistance and rebel

l io n  against Him and His plan.

REACT: Does God's re turn to us depend on our re turn to Him? How and

to  what extent?

SEARCH AND LEARN: Study the fo llow ing  tex ts  c a re fu l ly  as they re la te

to  God's re tu rn ing  to us, and then w r ite  down the main idea in each. 

What do these tex ts  have in common?

1. Isaiah 4:22

2. Isaiah 54:6-8
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3. Isaiah 54:10

4. Jeremiah 31:3, 20

5. Romans 5:6-8

God is  our lov ing  heavenly Father. He loves us too much to  

allow  us to  rebel w ithout t ry in g  to  woo us back to Him. In His love 

and concern, He becomes displeased and angry w ith  us and allows us to  

face t r i a l s  and d i f f i c u l t i e s  to wake us up to  our danger. I t  is His 

method of b ring ing  us back to  Him while a l l  along He exclaims, "And my 

people are bent to  backslid ing from me. . . . How shall I give thee 

up, Ephraim? How shall I de l ive r  thee, Is rae l?  . . . mine heart is  

turned w ith in  me, my repentings are kindled together. I w i l l  not ex

ecute the fierceness o f mine anger . . . "  (Hos 11:7-9).

What app lica t ions can you draw from the above discussion o f 

how God deals w ith  us?

ILLUMINATION:

Humbled in the s igh t o f the nations, those who once had been 
recognized as favored o f Heaven above a l l  other people o f the 
earth were to  learn in  e x i le  the lessons o f obedience so neces
sary fo r  t h e i r  fu tu re  happiness. U n t i l  they had learned th is  
lesson, God could not do fo r  them a l l  tha t He desired to do.
' I  w i l l  co rrec t thee in measure, and w i l l  not leave thee a l 
together unpunished,' He declared in explanation of His purpose 
to  chastise them fo r  th e i r  s p ir i tu a l  good. Jeremiah 30:11.
Yet those who had been the ob ject o f His tender love were not 
forever set aside; before a l l  the nations o f the earth He would 
demonstrate His plan to  bring v ic to ry  out o f apparent defeat, 
to  save ra ther than to  destroy. (Prophets and Kings, p. 475)

I Am Returned to  Jerusalem (Zech 1:12, 16; 8 :3)

The theme o f  God's re tu rn  to His people and th e i r  re turn  to  Him is 

found throughout the book o f Zechariah. This theme o f re tu rn ing  is
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emphasized and re in forced by the e ight v is ions found in chapter 1:7 

through 6:8. We must remember tha t even though God's return to  us is  

proof o f His love and grace, and is  the major part o f res to r ing  the cov

enant re la t io n s h ip ,  i t  w i l l  be o f no ava il unless we also return to  Him.

What was the question th a t  the angel asked o f the Lord o f  hosts 

in  the f i r s t  v is ion?  Zech 1:12. See also Jer 29:10.

How did the Lord respond to the angel's question? What is  the 

s ign if icance  o f h is  response? Zech 1:13-16; Dan 9:2.

The response of the Lord to the angel's question, "how long 

w i l t  thou not have mercy over Jerusalem?" has f iv e  elements in i t .  

Let us study these elements leading to the climax o f the Lord's answer, 

" I  am returned to  Jerusalem w ith  mercies. . . . "

God's com fo rt. Zech 1:13: "And the Lord answered . . . w i t h

good words and comfortable words."

The returned exiles were discouraged and disheartened. What 

they needed most a t th is  p a r t ic u la r  time were "good words," words of

comfort and a f f i rm a t io n .  God discerned well th e i r  need, and in His

love He met them where they were in order to l i f t  up th e i r  s p i r i t s .  

Just as a comforter draws near to  comfort the sad and discouraged, the 

Great Comforter drew near to them with "comfortable words."

God a lso  speaks comforting and tender words to  His people

through the prophet Isaiah. He said: "Comfort ye, comfort ye my

people, sa ith  your God. Speak ye comfortably to Jerusalem . . . "  (Isa 

40:1, 2 ).
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FOR REFLECTION: In what ways do I experience God's comforting s p i r i t

to  me?

ILLUMINATION:

The v is ion  o f the measuring o f the c i t y  was an assurance tha t 
He would give comfort and strength to  His a f f l i c te d  ones, and 
f u l f i l l  to them the promises o f His everlas ting  covenant." 
(Prophets and K ings, p. 581)

God's Great Jealousy (Zech. 1:14)

" .  . . Thus sa ith  the Lord o f  hosts; I am jea lous fo r  Jeru

salem and fo r  Zion w ith  great jea lousy ."

One ta lks  about the problem or the sin o f jealousy and people 

who are jea lous. But what does i t  mean fo r God to be jealous? B r ie f ly  

define the jealousy o f  God toward His people. See also Zech 8:2.

The Hebrew word g in 'a  is  trans la ted  “ jealousy" in  the KJV. 

The word can also mean "zea l"  and " fu r y . "  The Arabic has the meaning o f 

becoming intensely red w ith  dye—co lo r produced on the face as a re s u lt  

o f deep emotion and fe e l in g .  The Greek word fo r jealousy is  ze leo , 

from which is  derived the word "z e a l,"  and which means " to  b o i l . "  I t  

seems tha t the word " jea lousy" can be e ith e r  p os it ive  or negative, i t  

depends on what i t  is  expressing.

When th is  intense emotion is  motivated by se lf ishness , i t  is  

negative and culminates in hatred. However, the opposite is  true when 

th is  emotion is motivated by caring and concern fo r  o thers, i t  is pos

i t i v e  and i t  begins and culminates in love. I t  is  a powerful expression 

o f  righteous ind ignation  in order to  p ro te c t,  defend, and res to re . I t  

can also chastise, rebuke, and defend i t s  object o f love.
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What does God's "g rea t jea lousy ,"  as described above, teach us 

about His character?

FOR PERSONAL REFLECTION: What kind o f  jealousy do I have in my in te r 

personal re la t ionsh ips  and my re la t io nsh ip  to  God and His work? How 

do I feel when I see my fr ie n d s  and colleagues having more and doing 

b e t te r  than I am? How do I react when I see in ju s t ic e ,  falsehood, and

oppression? When I see the name of a good person tarnished? When I

see God's name maligned?

A beau tifu l p ic tu re  emerges as we study the important subject 

o f d iv ine  jea lousy. God's jea lousy reveals the great in te n s i ty  o f His 

love toward His e r r in g  people who pledged themselves to  keep the cove

nant re la t ion sh ip  w ith  Him. He is not at a l l  passive or in d i f f e re n t .

His jealous and intense love is  so great tha t He cannot s i t  s t i l l .  He

has to  do something— He can do no less. He acts . He rouses Himself

from His holy dwellings (Zech 2:13) in  favor o f His people. He is  per

sonally  involved. The book o f  Zechariah is packed w ith  His ac tion .

Twenty-three times God uses the emphatic " I . "  In vs. 10:6 " I "  appears

seven times! Praise God! He is  not in d i f fe re n t  or passive. He is 

moved to  action. He becomes angry and jealous over us. He cares, and 

He cares passionate ly. What a God!

God's Displeasure (Zech 1:15)

"And I am very sore displeased w ith the heathen th a t are at 

ease. . . . "

Study Zech 1:15 c a re fu l ly ,  then explain the fo l lo w in g :
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1. “ sore displeased w ith the heathen"

2. "a t ease"

3. " l i t t l e  displeased" with His people

4. "they helped forward the a f f l i c t i o n "

What re la t io n s h ip  do the above four points have to each other?

God was g re a t ly  displeased or angry w ith the heathen nations. 

The Bib le does not hes ita te  to  describe God as angry or experiencing 

other emotions. I t  is  the revuls ion o f His holy being to  sin and e v i l .  

God hates sin but loves the sinner. However, sin does not l i v e  in a 

vacuum—i t  ex is ts  and is  practiced in and by people. God's anger w ith 

sinners re f le c ts  His great concern and love fo r them.

Why was God e sp e c ia l ly  angry w ith  the heathen at th is  time? 

Did He not use them to chastise His people by tak ing  them captive? 

Yes, but these heathen who were used by God to d is c ip l in e  Is ra e l ,  in 

t h e i r  arrogance and pride had gone too fa r  in punishing them and had 

overstepped a l l  bounds in persecuting them. God was not th a t angry 

w ith  Is ra e l ,  and the nations had exceeded th a t anger. They made matters

worse. Now these heathen were "at ease"—they f e l t  secure, but were

re a l ly  not. In t h e i r  p r ide , se lf-confidence and arrogance, t h e i r  rest 

and security  was fa ls e .

God's Mercies and Compassion (Zech 1:16)

" . . .  I am returned to  Jerusalem w ith  mercies. . . . "

What g reater incentives can God give to  woo His people to  re turn 

to  Him? I t  is  His goodness th a t leads us to  Him (Rom 2 :4 ) .  I t  is  His
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comforting words, His assurances, His i n i t i a t i v e ,  His d iv ine jea lousy, 

and His mercies and compassion that s t i r  up the desire and longing in 

us to  go back to  Him who returned to  us the covenant re la t io n sh ip  ren

ewed. Jesus sa id , " I ,  i f  I be l i f t e d  up from the earth , w i l l  draw a l l  

men unto me" (John 12:32). God has returned in the person o f the cru

c i f ie d  C h r is t .  Shall we not return and be drawn to  Him?

Is ra e l 's  Return (Zech 1:2-6)

The in v i ta t io n  to  the people to  re turn to  God took place in 

the eighth month o f the year 520 B.C. God wanted to  make a complete 

break with the past and begin afresh with the returned and d isc ip l in e d  

e x i le s .  His in v i ta t io n  to  return not only included the mention o f  the 

benefits  th a t would re s u l t ,  but also words o f exhorta t ion  and warning. 

This was a serious m atter, fo r  a genuine return to  God should include 

g iv ing  up fa lse  secu r ity  and presumption.

Study Zech 1:3, then explain the meaning and s ign if ica nce  of 

God's words "Turn ye unto me." What s ign if icance  does the personal 

pronoun, "me" have in th is  context?

In the B ib le  the words "re turn" or " tu rn "  to  God are usually  

addressed to  a person who has turned his back on God and has turned 

away from Him, g radua lly  going fu r the r  and fu r th e r  away from Him. To 

" re tu rn "  means to  stop, cease turn ing one's back on God, and tu rn  and 

s ta r t  walking in  the opposite d irec t ion  towards God. This is the only 

way to  benefit from God's re tu rn ing  and to appropria te  His promises to 

be given la te r  on in the book. God has made Himself ava ilab le  fo r  the 

renewal of the covenant re la t io n sh ip ,  but man has to  make himself
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ava ilab le , to o . People must hear and respond to  God's voice, to  His 

c a l l ,  and to  His re tu rn , otherwise His i n i t i a t i v e  is  o f no a v a i l .  "As 

I ca l le d , and they would not hear, so they ca l le d , and I would not hear, 

says the Lord o f  hosts" (Zech 7:13).

God's Earnest Appeal to Return (Zech 1:3)

Outline o f Zechariah 1:3

God 
Speaks to Is rae l

God
Speaks about

His
Actions and

God guaran
tees them

A B A B A

"Thus sa ith "Turn ye "sa ith  the "and I "sa ith  the
the Lord o f unto Me." Lord of w i l l  tu rn Lord of
hosts." hosts." unto you." hosts."

The above o u t l in e  o f Zech 1:3 shows how God's appeal to re tu rn  

is pa ra l le led  w ith  His promise to  re tu rn , and is  prefaced, punctuated, 

and concluded w ith  the phrase "sa ith  the Lord o f hos ts ."

Study the above ou t l ine  and show how i t  reveals the intense 

earnestness o f  God's c a l l  fo r  His people to  re tu rn . What does tha t 

t e l l  us about God?

ILLUMINATION:

"The B ib le  does not teach tha t the sinner must repent before 
he can heed the in v i ta t io n  o f C hr is t,  'Come unto Me, a l l  ye 
tha t labor and are heavy laden, and I w i l l  give you re s t '  (Matt. 
11:28). I t  is  the v i r tu e  tha t goes fo r th  from C h r is t ,  th a t 
leads to genuine repentance. Peter made the matter c lear in 
h is statement to the Is ra e l i te s ,  when he said, 'Him hath God 
exalted w ith  h is  r ig h t  hand to  be a Prince and a Saviour, fo r  
to  give repentance to  Is ra e l,  and forgiveness o f s in s . "  (Steps 
to  C h r is t ,  p. 26)
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Explain in  your own words how repentance is  a g i f t  from God, 

considering th a t  one must repent. How does tha t apply in your own l i f e ?

The l i t e r a l  return o f the Jews from Babylon had taken p lace. 

But only a m ino r i ty  heeded God's in v i ta t io n  to  re tu rn  to Jerusalem. 

The m a jo r ity  stayed in the comfort of Babylon. E llen  White, quoting 

Zech 1:6-9, expla ins tha t God " insp ired  Zechariah to  plead w ith  the 

ex ile s  to  re tu rn .  . . . The large number, however, o f  those who fa i le d  

to  respond to  the decree of Cyrus, remained unimpressionable to  la te r  

in fluences; and even Zechariah warned them to  f lee  from Babylon w ithout 

fu r th e r  delay, they did not heed the in v i ta t io n "  (Prophets and Kings, 

pp. 599, 600).

Now God c a l ls  the remnant who came out o f Babylon and s e t t le d  in 

Jerusalem to  a s p i r i tu a l  return to Him. The ca ll  involved much more 

than the b u ild ing  o f  the Temple from b rick  and mortar. I t  involved the 

rebu ild ing  o f  a temple in th e i r  hearts fo r  God to  dwell in . We must 

b u ild  on C hris t f i r s t  before we t r y  to b u ild  other th in g s . The apostle 

Paul w rites in th is  connection, "For other foundation can no man lay 

than tha t is la id ,  which is Jesus C hris t"  (1 Cor 3 :11). David w r i te s ,  

"Except the Lord b u i ld  the house, they labor in vain th a t bu ild  i t .  . . "  

(Ps 127:1).

The S p ir i tu a l  Returning, Revival, and Reformation.

COMPARE: Study the fo llow ing  te x ts  and compare them w ith  each other.
*

What do they say about the s p i r i tu a l  re turn ing to  God and i t s  rewards?

1. Zech. 7:9-10; 8:16, 17

2. Zech. 3:9; 10:6
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3. Zech. 1:17, 2:12

4. Zech. 2:10; 8:3

5. Zech. 8:8

6. Zech. 8:23

7. Zech. 6:15

FOR STUDY AND REFLECTION: Study and compare these two te x ts :  Zech

2:6,7 and Rev. 18:4. What is  the main thought tha t you glean in terms 

o f coming out o f  Babylon?

FOR REFLECTION: Can an in d iv id u a l,  in  a ce rta in  sense, come out o f

Babylon but be s t i l l  in Babylon? Can we be members o f the remnant 

church but in our hearts s t i l l  be in Babylon? Can there be some in 

Babylon whose hearts are a f te r  God? There must not only be a physical 

coming out, but a coming out and staying out of mind and heart.

ILLUMINATION
Notwithstanding the s p ir i tu a l  darkness and a l ie n a t ion  from God 
th a t e x is t  in  the churches which co n s t i tu te  Babylon, the great 
body o f C h r is t 's  true fo llowers are s t i l l  to be found in t h e i r  
communion. . . . The time w i l l  come when those who love God 
supremely can no longer remain. (Great Controversy, p. 390)

"Be Ye Not As Your Fathers . . . "  (Zech 1:4-6)

God is  c a l l in g  on His people to  learn from the past so tha t 

they w i l l  not be condemned to  repeat i t .  He is en treating  them to 

learn from the mistakes o f th e i r  fa the rs , make a rad ica l break w ith  the 

past, and have a fresh s ta r t  by t ru s t in g  Him and His word.

CONTRAST the passing away o f the fathers and prophets w ith  the endurance 

o f God's words and statutes (Zech 1:4-6).
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. The fa thers heard the words o f  God
The fathers and Prophets 
peri shed

. The prophets preached the word o f  God 

. The preaching o f  the word o f  God Remained

Study Zech 1:6. What does the expression . . take hold o f  

your fa the rs "  mean?

The RSV renders the above expression as "overtake your fa th e rs ."  

I t  gives the idea o f the words o f  God catching up with them. There is  

no way they could have escaped His words. They t r ie d  to  ignore and 

run away from them, but f i n a l l y  His words overtook them and outlasted 

them. His words w i l l  not go back to  Him empty.

What lesson is  God t r y in g  to  teach His people in making th is  

comparison between His words and them?

God is saying that there is  no way His people can make i t  

w ithout Him, t r y  as they may. He is  appealing to  th e i r  common sense— 

tha t w ithou t Him they w i l l  always f a i l .

I f  we are to  succeed, we are to be connected to God and His 

word. People d ie , events pass away, but God's word and t ru th  march 

on. No matter what we do, God's word w i l l  confront us and overtake us 

e ith e r  to  confirm us or to condemn us.

FURTHER STUDY AND MEDITATION: Read the chapter on repentance in Steps
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to  C h r is t , pp. 23-36. Read Jer 31:2,3; Prophets and K ings, p. 579; 

Great Controversy, p. 390, and Isa 55:6-9.

SUMMARY: God wants us to  return to  Him with  a l l  our heart so tha t He

may restore us to  Him. Our covenant re la t io n sh ip  to  Him is  rec iprocal 

and condit ional s imply because God loves us too much to  force our w i l l .  

In encouraging God's people to do His work, Zechariah is  more concerned 

with the re l ig io n  o f  the heart and e th ica l re form ation. In th is  he 

comes close to the ideal o f the Sermon on the Mount. He goes to  the 

heart not ju s t  the l e t t e r  o f the law.

APPLICATION

1. Have I experienced God re tu rn ing  to  me, and am I responding

by seeking Him w ith  a l l  my heart? Have I been wait ing  to  make myself

be tte r before going to  Christ?

2. In my own personal l i f e ,  am I t ry in g  to make i t  w ithout 

to ta l  dependence on God? W ill the words of God confirm or condemn me 

when they overtake me?

3. With God's help, am I meeting the conditions th a t God has 

set to  maintain my covenant re la t io n sh ip  w ith Him?

4. Do I see people around me a ttrac ted  to  C hr is t by what they

see in me? Do I share w ith them my testimony and show them how to

return to  God?
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LESSON 3 

"IN THE MIDST OF THEE"

THIS WEEK'S STUDY: Zechariah 1:7-2:13.

MEMORY VERSE: "For I ,  sa ith  the Lord, w i l l  be unto her a wall
o f f i r e  round about, and w i l l  be the g lory in the midst o f 
her" (Zech 2 :5 ) .

CENTRAL THOUGHT: In the f i r s t  three v is ions the Lord shows Zechariah

how in Is ra e l 's  re tu rn ing  to  Him, He becomes th e i r  God and they become 

His people. He w i l l  dwell in th e i r  midst and become th e i r  g lo ry  

and th e i r  p ro te c t ion .

Zech 1:7-2:13

1:7-17 1:18-21 2:1-13

The F i rs t  V is ion: The Second V is ion: The Third V is ion :

The man among the The fou r horns and The man w ith  the

myrtle  trees the four carpenters measuring l in e

INTRODUCTION: One concrete sign tha t shows that you love someone is

your desire and jo y  in spending time w ith  that person. You fee l at 

ease around someone whose company you enjoy. Time passes qu ick ly  as you 

fe l low sh ip  together in peace and se cu r ity .

34
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That is  a fo re tas te  o f  the kind of re la t io n sh ip  God wants to 

have w ith His people. That is  precise ly His desire expressed through 

the B ib le—inc lud ing  the f i r s t  two chapters o f Zechariah we are studying 

th is  week. The major theme o f  the Scriptures is :  Emmanuel, God with

us. God is  lo v e ,  and His love is  never alone, i t  always seeks 

togetherness w ith  His c rea tu res . This is  centra l to  the whole subject 

o f  res to ra t ion .

In the f i r s t  three v is ions  o f Zechariah—the v is ions o f  res to ra 

t io n —we see very c le a r ly  the above c h a ra c te r is t ic  o f our God. He 

comes to His people to dwell among them as He bu ilds His Temple in 

t h e i r  hearts and to  tabernacle among them in Jerusalem. He Himself w i l l  

be His people's defense. He is  aroused to  action on th e i r  beha lf:  He

" w i l l  be unto her a wall o f  f i r e  round about, and w i l l  be the g lo ry  in 

the midst o f her" (Zech 2 :5 ) .

And God's plan is  to  encompass not only Israe l but "many 

nations" shall be jo ined to  Him, and He shall be th e i r  God also (Zech 

2 :11).

The Man among the Myrtle Trees(Zech 1:7-17)

In studying these v is io n s , we should not expect every de ta il 

to  have meaning. Zechariah is  mainly concerned w ith  communicating the 

d iv ine  messages to  a people who often were not w i l l i n g  to  l i s t e n .  We 

need to  understand the broad and essentia l themes and not so much the 

minute d e ta i ls .

The man who stood among the myrtle trees is  ca lled  by another 

name in  th is  v i s io n .  What is  h is  name? How is  t h i s  person
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distinguished from the in te rp re t in g  angel who accompanies Zechariah 

throughout the v is ions? Zech 1:8-14. Who is the person ca lled  "Lord11 

(1 :10 ), "Lord o f  hosts" (1 :12 ), and "the Lord" (1:13)?

The man among the myrtle  trees is the same as the angel o f  the 

Lord (1 :11). He is  to be d istinguished from "the angel th a t ta lked 

w ith me" in 1:10, 13 who appears several times in the other v is ions 

(see 1:19; 2:3; 4 :1 -5 ; 5:5 and 6 :4). Consequently, the id e n t i t y  o f 

Zechariah's accompanying angel who talked w ith him is  w e ll-es tab lished  

and c le a r ly  d is t ingu ished  from the angel o f the Lord.

This "angel o f the Lord" appears again in  the fou rth  v is ion  

and is  mentioned twice by th a t exact name in 3:1 and 6 in the court 

scene as the advocate of Joshua the high p r ie s t .

This "angel o f  the Lord" is  Christ Jesus, the second person o f the 

Godhead. Many B ib le  commentators are in agreement on th is  p o in t .  

However, the "Lo rd ,"  "Lord o f hosts," and "the Lord" in  Zech 1:10, 12, 

13 is possibly the Father, the f i r s t  person o f the Godhead. I t  seems 

c lea r that there are three pr inc ipa l pe rso n a l i t ie s  involved in the 

f i r s t  v is ion : God the Father, God the Son, and Zechariah's accompanying 

angel. " I t  seems tha t C hris t is sometimes re fe rred  to  as the 'angel 

o f the Lord' (Exod 3:2, 4; Zech 3:1, 2; c f .  Gen 32:24, 30; Exod 23:20, 

21; 32:34; 33:14; Josh 5:13-15; 1 Cor. 10:4)" (SPA Bib le D ic t io n a ry , 

8 :45).

What do the m yrtle  trees possibly symbolize? Zech 1:8, 10.

I t  is  very l i k e ly  tha t myrtle trees symbolize the returned 

e x i le s ,  or God's people. Consider the fo l low ing  fou r  reasons:
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1. The scene o f the myrtle trees was well known by the children

o f Israel because such trees were p le n t i fu l  around Jerusalem (Neh 8:15;

Isa 41:19).

2. The fac t tha t the "angel o f the Lord," C h r is t ,  stood among 

them. This is  consistent w ith  the th rus t o f th is  v is io n  and also of the 

th i r d  one th a t God wants to dwell in the midst o f His people.

3. The theme o f God being in the midst o f His people introduced

here is  the very centra l theme of the whole book o f Zechariah and the

whole subject o f  re s to ra t io n .

4. Zechariah is  a very Messianic book. The Messiah is the 

heart and center o f i t .  He is the golden thread tha t l in k s  a l l  the 

parts o f the book and emerges very prominently throughout.

FOR REFLECTION: What does the fac t tha t Jesus stands among His

discouraged and demoralized people t e l l  you about Him and His feelings 

about us?

What a t t i tu d e  and blessings does God have fo r  His people as He 

stands among them? What benefits does His presence among us bring? 

Zech 13, 14, 15, 16, 17.

The fo l low ing  is  a l i s t  o f the d iv ine  a t t i tu d e s  and blessings 

found in Zech 1:13-17. Notice the progression evident in the l i s t  of 

such a t t i tu d e s ,  promises, and blessings when God is  among His people:

1. Zech 1:13: God's comforting words fo r  Jerusalem

2. Zech 1:14: God's great jealousy fo r  Jerusalem

3. Zech 1:15: God's great d ispleasure w ith the heathen nations

fo r  overstepping th e i r  bounds in punishing Jerusalem
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4. Zech 1:16: God's re turn w ith compassion to  Jerusalem

5. Zech 1:16: God's res to ra tion  o f  the Temple and Jerusalem

6. Zech 1:17: God's c i t ie s  shall overflow with p rosperity

7. Zech 1:17 God's comforting o f  Zion, and His choice of

Jerusalem.

Notice th a t the names Jerusalem, Judah, and Zion are mentioned 

several times here. This feature is  evident throughout the book. 

"Jerusa lem " is  mentioned by name forty-one times, and "Judah" is 

mentioned twenty-one times. We tend to  th ink  o f and mention names of 

in d iv id u a ls  and th in g s  th a t  we l i k e .  God, here and throughout 

Zechariah, is c e r ta in ly  absorbed w ith  car ing , jea lousy, and love fo r 

Jerusalem and His people—He mentions th e i r  names very o ften .

In th is  f i r s t  vsion when the earth is  "a t  rest" (Zech 1:11), 

God wants His people to resume the bu ild ing  o f  the temple during th is  

time o f  peace. There is a t im ely  s p i r i tu a l  lesson fo r  us today. We 

must b u ild  the Church in times o f peace or we w i l l  have to  do i t  under 

more d i f f i c u l t  circumstances.

The Horns and the Carpenters (Zech. 1:18-21).

This v is ion  is a short one th a t  comprises only four verses: two

questions and two answers. Zechariah is  always a le r t  and keen, and he 

barely hears the response to  his f i r s t  question before he plunges in to  

his second question. The f i r s t  question and answer re la te  to  the four 

horns, and the second question and answer re la te  to  the four smiths or  

carpenters. I t  is  a dialogue between Zechariah and the angel who talked 

w ith  him.
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The Four Horns (Zech 1:18-19)

The word "horn" is found frequently  in  the B ib le .  Symbolically 

in prophecy i t  represents p o l i t i c a l  power, k ing , or kingdom as in  Dan 

7 :8, 20, 21, and Rev 17:12, 16. This is the meaning o f horns in th is  

v is io n .

The horn can mean s trength , boldness, and arrogance—ju s t  as an 

animal uses i t s  horn to  show i t s  strength and to  defend i t s e l f .  (See 

Ps 75:4, 5; 132:17).

What was the f i r s t  question o f Zechariah? How d id  the angel who

ta lked  to  him answer i t?  Zech 1:18-19

These four horns are c le a r ly  defined by the ange l's  response as 

the powers that had "scattered Judah, Is ra e l ,  and Jerusalem" (1 :1 9 ) . 

The number four probably corresponds to the four d ire c t io n s ,  hence the 

universal app lica t ion  to the whole heathen world. E. G. White simply 

re fe rred  to  the fou r horns as symbolizing powers tha t scattered God's

people (Prophets and Kings, p. 581).

I t  is in te re s t in g  to  note that Zechariah's question re fe r r in g  

to  the horns is  concerned w ith  th e i r  i d e n t i t y : "What are these?" (1:19

RSV) However, in h is  second question re fe r r in g  to  the four carpenters, 

he is  concerned about th e i r  fu n c t io n : "What are these coming to  do?" 

(1:21a RSV) This is  an ind ica t ion  tha t the Carpenters are here to  act 

and th a t the horns are the rec ip ien ts  o f such action (1 :21b).

The Four Carpenters (Zech 1:20, 21)

The word "carpenter" found in the KJV comes from the Hebrew
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word charashim which means "a r t isans"  such as workers in metal, wood and 

stone. These four a r t isans  are used by God to  do something; to act.

What was the second question th a t Zechariah asked? How did the

angel respond to  i t ?  Zech 1:20, 21.

There are many conjectures th a t have been made as to the

id e n t i ty  o f  the fou r  horns and the four a r t isa n s . For example, some 

have in te rp re te d  the four horns to mean the four h o s t i le  empires tha t 

persecuted and scattered Is ra e l ,  namely Babylon, Medo-Persia, Greece, 

and Rome. I t  s u f f ic e s  to  s ta te  th a t these heathen powers would have 

th e i r  tu rn  a t being t e r r i f i e d  and cast down by the a r t isa n s , experts in 

works o f  wood, stone, and metal, who represented "the agencies used by 

the Lord in re s to r in g  His people and the house o f His worship" (Prophets 

and Kings, p. 581).

FOR REFLECTION: What does the v is ion  o f the four horns and the four

carpenters t e l l  you about how God works in the a f fa i r s  o f  His people 

and the world?

God is  in t im a te ly  acquainted w ith  the a f fa i r s  o f humanity. He 

is  the one who r e a l ly  knows everyth ing—past, present, and fu tu re .  With 

a l l  His knowledge, He uses opportun it ies  and circumstances in h is to ry  

to  help His people. That is  why He wants to  walk among them and dwell 

in  th e i r  midst fo r  He wants to  act in  th e i r  beha lf.  Imagine how much 

He would accomplish in  our l iv e s  i f  we would make Him f i r s t  and the 

center o f our l iv e s !
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The four carpenters also t e l l  us tha t when God dwells in our

m idst, everything is  poss ib le . No matter how mighty the horns are they

can be overcome; because fo r  every horn God has a carpenter to  deal

w ith  i t .
ILLUMINATION:

"In the annals o f human h is to ry ,  the growth o f nations, the r is e  
and f a l l  o f empires, appear as i f  dependent on the w i l l  and 
prowess o f man; the shaping o f  events seems, to  a great degree, 
to  be determined by His power, ambition or caprice . But in the 
word o f  God the cu r ta in  is  drawn as ide, and we behold, above, 
behind, and through a l l  the play and counterplay of human 
in te re s t  and power and passions, the agencies o f the A l l -  
merciful One, s i l e n t l y ,  p a t ie n t ly  working out the counsels o f 
His own w i l l . "  (Prophets and Kings, p. 499-500)

The Man w ith  the Measuring Line (Zech 2:1-13)

This th i r d  v is io n ,  as the other ones, shows the fu ture  greatness 

of Israel as a re su lt  o f God's presence and favor. I t  shows the great 

triumph of God's plan to  save His people and the world . But we must 

remember tha t such g lo r ious  prospects were not f u l f i l l e d  to  l i t e r a l  

Is ra e l ,  not because God fa i le d ,  but because Israel fa i le d .  They would 

have been re a l iz e d  i f  Is rae l had kept i t s  covenant with God and

cooperated w i l l i n g ly  and f u l l y  w ith  His d iv ine  plan fo r  them.

I t  is  important to  understand th a t  eventually  God's plan w i l l  

not change and i t  w i l l  succeed regardless o f human fa i lu r e .  The ways 

o f accomplishing such a plan may change on account o f human changeabil

i t y  and God's respect fo r  man's freedom o f choice.

Ellen G. White expla ins how God changed the manner o f accom

p lish ing  His eternal p lan. "That which God purposed to  do fo r  the world 

through Is ra e l ,  the chosen na tion , He w i l l  f i n a l l y  accomplish through 

His church on earth today" (Prophets and Kings, p. 713).
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The apostle Paul c la r i f i e s  th is  t ra n s i t io n  from l i t e r a l  Israel 

to  s p ir i tu a l  Is rae l in Rom 9-11. He a ff irm s  tha t God w i l l  keep His 

promises which w i l l  be re a l iz e d  through s p i r i tu a l  Israe l or the 

C hris tian  church. In Rom 9:30, 31 he states very s p e c i f ic a l ly  tha t 

s p i r i t u a l  Is rae l has taken the place o f l i t e r a l  Is ra e l ;  and tha t 

everyone, no matter who, who accepts C hris t becomes a part o f God's 

s p i r i tu a l  Is ra e l .

Zechariah's messages, se tt in g  fo r th  Jerusalem's g lorious fu ture, 
were cond it iona l (Zech 6 :15 ). Because o f the fa i lu re  o f the 
Jews, when they returned from c a p t iv i t y ,  to  meet the s p ir i tu a l  
conditions upon which th e i r  p rosper ity  was based, the prophecies 
were not f u l f i l l e d  in t h e i r  o r ig in a l  in te n t .  However, certa in  
features w i l l  be f u l f i l l e d  in the C hr is t ian  church. (SPA Bible 
Commentary, 4:1085).

I t  is  very useful to  re f le c t  on the preceding remarks as we

study Zechariah th is  quarter. We w i l l  amplify  the above statement as

the need arises from lesson to  lesson. Let us remember th a t Zechariah

is  a l i v in g  book fo r  us today--we who are l i v in g  in the la s t  days ju s t

before the Lord comes to culminate His plan fo r  the Church and mankind.

C ity  Without Walls (Zech 2:4)

Why was the young man w ith  the measuring l in e  stopped from 

doing h is work? Zech 2:4,5.

In studying Zech 2:4 and 5 we discover two reasons why Jeru

salem w i l l  not need walls  around i t :

1. The vastness and richness o f God's b less ing. Because o f

the m ult itude o f men and c a t t le  and other people from other nations 

coming in to  i t ,  there w i l l  be no way to  contain such a vast multitude
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with  w a l ls .  The spread o f Jerusalem's vas tness , greatness, and 

in fluence w i l l  go fa r  beyond any l im i t in g  w a lls  (see Zech 2:4).

2. The Lord 's presence. Outwardly, God " w i l l  be unto her a 

wall o f f i r e  round about" re fe r r in g  to  His defense and protection 

against her enemies; Inwardly, God " w i l l  be the g lory  in  the midst of 

her" re fe r r in g  to  His d iv ine presence (see Zech 2:5).

What do you th ink is  the reason why God gave Zechariah th is  

v is ion  at that p a r t ic u la r  time?

ILLUMINATION:

"God had commanded tha t Jerusalem be b u i l t ;  the v is io n  of the 
measuring o f the c i t y  was an assurance tha t He would give 
comfort and strength to  His a f f l i c t e d ,  and f u l f i l l  to  them the 
promises of His eve rlas ting  covenant." (Prophets and Kings. P.
581)

Four words summarize th is  s ta te m e n t:  assurance, comfort, 

s trength , and promises. The d isheartened e x i le s  needed such an 

assurance. They were not sure that he was re a l ly  w ith  them. They 

wondered i f  God had l e f t  them and had fo rgo tten  them. They looked 

everyday at the unfin ished Temple, symbolizing God's presence, and at 

the ruined c i t y  walls  fo r  secu r ity  and p ro te c t io n .  They had the painful 

inward fee l ing  tha t the Temple and the c i t y ,  even i f  completed, would 

not recover th e i r  grandeur and former g lo ry .

They were looking fo r  assurance in bu ild in g s  and w alls , in past 

g lo ry .  And here is  where God met them, a t t h e i r  poin t o f need. In 

chap. 1 He appealed to  them to  t ru s t  His words. Now in chap 2, He 

appeals to  them to  t r u s t  in His mighty and g lorious presence around
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them; to  place th e i r  t r u s t  not so much in walls  and bu ild ings but in 

Him, fo r  He was pledging His very s e l f  to them.

SEARCH AND LEARN: The theme o f  God's presence in the midst and around

His people represented by f i r e ,  l i g h t ,  and g lory is a very important

one in  the B ib le .  Study th e  fo l lo w in g  te x ts  to  enhance your 

appreciation and understanding o f  the th i r d  v is io n . Then summarize, 

compare and contrast the main ideas in them.

1. Exod 13:21, 22:

2. Neh 9:12:

3. Ps 125:2:

4. Isa 26:1; 60:1, 2, 19:

5. Zech 9:8

6. Rev 21:23, 24:

How does the message o f  the v is ion  o f  the man w ith the measuring 

l in e  apply to the ind iv idua l C h r is t ia n  and the C hris tian church today? 

What is  i t s  s ign ificance?

When the Romans entered Jerusalem they cast a big f ie r y  torch 

in to  the Temple and ransacked Jerusalem. What happened to God's promise 

o f  inward g lory and l ig h t  and outward pro tec tion  and security? That 

wall o f  f i r e  and tha t l ig h t  and g lo ry  promised to Jerusalem was not 

quenched and taken away by God's choice, but by the u n fa ith fu l  Jews who 

d id not remain fa i th fu l  to  t h e i r  part of the covenant. They had 

fo rg o t te n  God, and t h e i r  s in s  had d r iv e n  Him away from them; 

consequently they were l e f t  to  reap the resu lts  o f th e i r  re b e l l ion  

(see Hos 8:14; Amos 2:5; Matt 23:37, 38).
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The above promises were trans fe rred  to the church and i t s  mem

bers who were once in darkness, but who now had become l ig h t  in the 

Lord (Eph 5 :8 ) .  His l ig h t  and g lo ry  shines through them who are “ the 

l i g h t  o f the w orld" (Matt 5 :14-16), who re f le c t  His l ig h t  and g lo ry , the 

One who is  the u lt im a te  l i g h t  and i t s  source (John 8:12). The C hris tian  

church, God's f a i t h f u l  remnant, was protected and preserved throughout 

the centuries by God's "wall o f f i r e " — His presence in i t .  Walls could 

not contain the expansion o f th a t church. Through the power, l ig h t ,  

and presence o f God i t  expanded to a l l  the then-known world , and i t  

continues to  expand in the world today as i t  evangelizes the world 

preparing i t  to enter "the New Jerusalem coming down from God out o f 

heaven" (Rev 21 :2 ). That New Jerusalem w i l l  have the g lory o f God (Rev 

21:11)—and "the g lory  o f God shall l igh ten  i t "  (Rev 21:23).

FOR REFLECTION: What l im i t in g  "measuring l in e s "  do we use in our l ive s

and in our church?

We may have our own goals and plans, our own measuring l in e ,  

but God, too, has His goals and plans fo r  us and our churches. Are we 

sometimes so absorbed in our measurings tha t we lose s ight o f what God 

is  t r y in g  to do in us and through us?

There are always the s ta t is t ic ia n s  and goal se tters who want to 

count and measure everything they can get th e i r  hands on. That is  

useful and needed. But we must be care fu l not to  set l im i t s  and not 

to  define r ig id ly  God's work and plans. Let us remember He is  th ink ing  

o f  f i r e ,  l i g h t ,  and g lo ry ! How can we measure that? Or can we measure 

and define the l im i t s  o f a lov ing  and kind act? How about God's love,
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the Good News? Both are so great and so vast, so potent and l im i t le s s ,  

tha t no walls  can contain them in the human heart, the church, or the 

world a t large.

ILLUMINATION:

Higher that the highest human thought is  God's ideal fo r  His 
c h i ld re n ."  (Education, p. 18)

What are the "walls" o f  secu r ity  in our l ives? In what do we 

put our t r u s t  today?

Have you ever p laced your t o t a l  t ru s t  in people, money, 

programs, organizations and been disappointed and le t  down? Very 

possib ly you have. Anytime or anywhere we place our u lt im a te  t r u s t  in 

anybody or anything we w i l l  be disappointed. Only God w i l l  not l e t  us 

down. We can t r u s t  Him f u l l y .  He wants to  tear down our walls  and 

help us to bu ild  bridges to Him and to  others.

Of course, we must t r u s t  people, organizations, and programs. 

But we must not put our to ta l  t r u s t  in them and depend exc lus ive ly  on 

them. I t  is  not so much these, but ra ther the f i r e ,  the l i g h t ,  and 

the g lo ry  o f God th a t  infuses and empowers them. The important question

is :  Is God in our midst and in the middle o f  what we do?

The Apple o f  His Eye (Zech 2:8)

The Hebrew word fo r  "apple" is  bahah which can mean "the eye

b a l l . "  The eyeball is  extremely se n s it ive ,  even to small i r r i t a t i o n s  

and dust p a r t ic le s .  I t  is c e r ta in ly  extremely sens it ive  to someone 

poking h is  f inge r in one's eye.
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There are two references in  the Bible to  the "apple o f  the eye," 

the te x t  here in Zech 2:8 and one in Deut 32:10. What do these two 

tex ts  t e l l  you about how God loves and values His people?

What a wonderful, s e n s i t iv e ,  and loving God we have! The verse 

above t e l l s  us in a very personal and intimate way how much we mean to  

Him. This point cannot be missed because we a l l  know how se n s it ive  

and precious our eyes are to  us, and how p ro tec t ive  we are o f them, 

espec ia lly  i f  someone t r ie s  to  poke something in to  them.

The L iv ing B ib le  uses a very pointed and in te re s t in g  paraphrase: 

"He who harms you s t icks  a f in g e r  in Jehovah's eye." And He says th is  

to  His u n fa ith fu l  and disobedient ch i ld re n !

Yes, to touch Israe l is  to  touch Jehovah in a very de lica te  and 

sens it ive  p o in t.  He is  w ith us; He id e n t i f ie s  in t im a te ly  w ith  us. He

is  in our m idst. We are in His heart. We are the apple o f His eye.

In the midst o f  Thee—The S p ir i tu a l  
Blessings (Zech 2: 10-13)

God Is Aroused in to  Action (Zech 2:12)

Zech 2:10 Zech 2:11 Zech 2:12

1. Singing and re 1. Many nations shall 1. The Lord shall
jo ic in g  in Zion. be jo in ed  to  the in h e r i t  Judah.

Lord

2. God w i l l  come 2. God w i l l  dwell in 2. The Lord shall
and dwell in the midst o f Zion. choose Jeru
the midst o f salem.
Zion
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Study the o u t l in e  and no t ice  the fo l low ing  po ints:

1. Twice there appears the dec la ra tion , " I  w i l l  dwell in  the 

midst of Thee" (2:10, 11).

2. The great e va n g e l is t ic  success in many nations jo in in g  the 

Lord is a d ire c t  re s u lt  of God's dwelling in th e i r  midst (2 :1 1 ) .  

Likewise, many others w i l l  be drawn to  C hris t through us and be joined 

to  Him.

What is  the s p i r i t u a l  s ign if ica nce  fo r  us today of the Lord in 

h e r i t in g  Judah and choosing Jerusalem?

ILLUMINATION:

In view o f  the g lo r ious prospect, Zion is ca lled  upon to  
re jo ice . I f  the people had heeded the messages o f  i t s  prophets, 
the c i t y  would have 'stood fo r th  in the pride o f  p ro spe r i ty ,  
the queen o f kingdoms (DA 577). God would have dwelt in  the 
midst o f her and Jerusalem would have become the world 's  diadem 
o f g lo ry . With the fa i lu re  o f  Is rae l and the accomplishments 
of God's purposes in  the s p i r i t u a l  seed, the C hris t ian  church 
(see Vol. i v ,  pp. 36, 37), the ground o f re jo ic in g  is  now the 
New Jerusalem coming down from God out o f heaven.' (SDA B ib le  
Commentary, 4:1091)

Let us consider the fu l f i l lm e n t  o f Zech 2:12 in the New Testa

ment and the C hris tian  church.

1. The Lord in h e r i t in g  Judah (Zech 2:12a). The C hris tians 

through C hris t become " he irs  o f God, and jo in t - h e i r s  w ith C h r is t"  (Rom 

8 :17), rece iv ing "the S p i r i t  o f adoption" (Rom 8 :1 5 ) , becoming "the 

chiIdren o f God" (Rom 8 :1 6 ) , and f re e ly  given a l l  th ings w ith  C hris t 

(Rom 8:32). "And i f  ye be C h r is t 's ,  then are ye Abraham's seed, and 

he irs according to  the promise" (Gal 3 :29).
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2. The Lord choosing Jerusalem (Zech 2:12b). A lso , the Chris

tians  through Chris t are chosen by C h r is t (John 15:16); "But ye are a 

chosen generation, a royal pr iesthood, a holy n a t ion , a pecu lia r people 

. . . Which in time past were not a people, but are now the people of 

God. . . "  (1 Pet 2:9, 10).

FURTHER STUDY AND MEDITATION: Read Rev 21; Rom 9-11; and SDA Bible

Commentary, vo l. 4, pp. 36-37.

SUMMARY: God's greatest desire  is  to  be among us and to  dwell in our

m idst. He desires us to place our to ta l  t r u s t  in Him and obey Him fo r 

we are very precious to Him. As He dwells in  our hearts and walks 

among us, He wants to  manifest His l ig h t  and power through us to others.

APPLICATION

1. Am I l im i t in g  God r ig h t  now w ith  my "measuring lines"?

2. Are my plans and decisions so r ig id  that God cannot pene

t ra te  or change according to  His w i l l?

3. Does my d a i ly  l i f e  resemble a fo r tre ss  of stones, or does 

i t  experience the l ig h t ,  f i r e ,  and power o f God?

4. Is C hris t in the midst o f my d a i ly  l i f e ?  Do a l l  other

a c t i v i t ie s  ro tate around Him or me?

5. Do I rea lize  th a t when I touch others to harm them, to  be 

unkind and unloving to  them, I am in e f fe c t  touching the sens it ive  eye 

o f  God?

6. Do I tea r down bridges and erect w a l ls ,  or do I tear down

w alls  and erect bridges in my outreach to  people around me? Why?
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LESSON 4

"A BRAND PLUCKED OUT OF THE FIRE" 

THIS WEEK'S STUDY: Zechariah 3:1-10.

MEMORY VERSE: "And the Lord said unto Satan, the Lord rebuke
thee, 0 Satan; even the Lord tha t has chosen Jerusalem rebuke 
thee: is not th is  a brand plucked out o f the f i r e ? "  (Zech
3:2)

CENTRAL THOUGHT: This lesson shows very c le a r ly  the vast and radical

d if fe rence  between the character o f C hris t and that o f Satan and th e i r  

con tras ting  a tt i tu d e s  toward man. Satan wants to accuse and destroy, 

but C h r is t defends and saves w ith  His inercy and righteousness.

OVERVIEW:

Zech 3:1-10

3:1, 3 3:2 3:4-8

The Heavenly Court The Defense The Vindication 
and Restoration

1. The Accuser 1. Rebuking Satan 1. Covering: J u s t i f i c a 
tion

2. The Accuser 2. A brand plucked 
out o f  the f i r e

2. Walking: S a n c tif ica -  
cation

3. The Advocate 3.

4.

Walking "among these": 
G lo r i f ic a t io n

The Brand & the Rranch

50
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INTRODUCTION: Joshua's experience in th is  fo u r th  v is ion  represents the 

condition o f the returned e x i le s  from Babylon. They were l i k e  "a brand 

plucked out o f the f i r e "  o f e x i le ,  hardship, and persecution. They 

were almost consumed but fo r  God's forgiveness and mercy. God's rescue 

came ju s t  in time. Joshua is  the centra l human f igu re  in th is  v is ion 

on whom the righteousness o f C hr is t was bestowed. The "Angel o f the 

Lord," C hris t the Advocate, the second person o f  the Godhead, is the 

d iv ine  f ig u re  in th is  v is io n . And the theme is  the righteousness o f 

Chri s t .

E. G. White explains why th is  v is io n  was given and under what 

circumstances. "Through an impressive i l l u s t r a t i o n  o f the work of 

Satan and the work o f  C h r is t ,  He shows the power o f th e i r  Mediator to 

vanquish the accuser o f His people" (Prophets and K ings, p. 583). 

Satan was alarmed to see some progress made in the bu ild ing  program o f 

the Temple, and he was "determined to put fo r th  s t i l l  fu r th e r  e f fo r t  

to  weaken and discourage God's people by ho ld ing  before them th e i r  

imperfections of character" (Prophets and K ings, p. 582).

Most o f the comments o f  E. G. White on the book o f  Zechariah 

focus on chaps. 3 and 4. White w rites  a whole chapter on i t ,  "Joshua 

and the Angel," in the book Prophets and K ings, pp. 582-592. I t  would 

be very useful to read i t  as a whole in s tudying th is  lesson and fo r  

the fu tu re .  Why? Because i t  has a pe cu l ia r  and sp e c if ic  message fo r  

God's people now.

Let us re f le c t  on the fo l low ing  three quotations re la t in g  to the 

relevancy, urgency, and special message th a t Zech 3 has fo r  us, the 

remnant, who l iv e  in the la s t  days o f e a r th 's  h is to ry .
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1. Zechariah's v is ion o f  Joshua and the Angel applies w ith 
pecu lia r  force to  the experience o f God's people in the c losing 
scenes of the great day o f  atonement. The remnant church w i l l  
then be brought in to  great t r i a l  and d is t re s s .  Those who keep 
the commandments o f God and the fa i t h  o f Jesus w i l l  feel the 
i r e  o f  the dragon and his hosts. Satan numbers the world as 
his subjects; he has gained control even o f many professing 
C hr is t ian s . But here is  a l i t t l e  company who is  re s is t in g  his 
supremacy. I f  he could b lo t  them from the earth , h is triumph 
would be complete. . . . (Prophets and Kings, pp. 587, 588— 
emphasis supplied)

2. I t  has shown me th a t the experience recorded in the 
th i r d  chapter o f  Zechariah is  now being acted over, and w i l l  
continue to  be w hile  men, making profession o f cleanness, refuse 
to  humble the heart and confess th e i r  s ins . (L e tte r  360, 1906)

3. I en trea t o f  you . . . read the th i r d  and fou rth  chap
te rs  o f Zechariah. I f  these chapters are understood, i f  they 
are received, a work w i l l  be done fo r  those who are hungering 
and th i r s t in g  fo r  righteousness, a work tha t means to  the 
church: ' Go forward and upward. 1 (Testimonies, 6:296— emphasis
su p p lied ) .

The Heavenly Court Scene (Zech 1, 3).

We are indeed fortunate  to  see the cu r ta in  that separates the 

seen and unseen world ro l le d  back and to have a glimpse o f the great 

controversy going on between good and e v i l .  Here Zechariah and we are 

shown a heavenly court scene complete w ith the defendant, the prosecut

ing a tto rney , the defense a tto rney, and judge. Let us observe c a re fu l ly  

what goes on in the proceedings, fo r we are not only spectators but 

mainly p a r t ic ip a n ts  in  th is  heavenly t r ib u n a l .  The issues at stake 

are very c ru c ia l— issues o f l i f e  and death, condemnation and sa lva t ion , 

in th is  great controversy between Chris t and Satan.

SEARCH AND LEARN: Study the heavenly court scene found in Job 1:6-12

along w ith  the one in  Zech 3 :1 -7 . Compare and contrast the two, then 

w r ite  down in your own words a b r ie f  descr ip t ion  o f each in the space 

provided.
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Job 1:1-6 

Zech 3:1-7

The Accused (3 :1 ,3 )

Joshua the son of Jehozadak was the f i r s t  high p r ie s t  a fte r  the 

return from the c a p t iv i t y  in  Babylon (Hag 1:1, 12, 14; Ezra 2:2; Neh 

7 :7 ) .  His father Jehozadak was the la s t  high p r ie s t  who was carried 

captive to  Babylon at the conquest of Jerusalem by Nebuchadnezzar, and 

probably his son Joshua was born there in e x i le  (1 Chron 6 :1 5 ) .  

Joshua's grandfather, Seraiah, who was a high p r ie s t  a lso , was executed 

w ith  other leaders o f Judah a t Riblah by the king o f Babylon (2 Kgs 

25:18-21).

The name Joshua and the name Jesus are id e n t ic a l .  Joshua is  the 

Hebrew form, and Jesus is  the Greek. So both names mean "Yahweh is the 

S av io r,"  or "Yahweh saves." In Matt 1:21 we read, " .  . . thou shalt 

c a l l  h is name Jesus: fo r  he sha ll save h is  people from th e i r  s ins."

How appropriate and re levant fo r  the high p r ie s t  to  be ca lled 

Joshua! The great problem o f Israe l was the sins which separated them 

from God. In th is  fou rth  v is io n  Joshua symbolizes the "saving of his 

people from th e i r  s in s , "  fo r  he is  a type o f the Branch, the Messiah 

through whom the in iq u i t y  o f the land w i l l  be removed " in  one day" (Zech 

3:8, 9; 6:11-13).

What was the s p i r i tu a l  condition o f  Joshua, and what was tha t
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cond it ion  symbolized by? What d id  the s p i r i t u a l  condit ion  represent? 

(Zech 3 :3 ) .

ILLUMINATION:

The high p r ie s t  cannot defend h imself or h is  people from Satan's 
accusations. He does not c laim tha t Is rae l is  free from fa u l t .  
In f i l t h y  garments, symbolizing the sins o f  the people, which 
he bears as t h e i r  representa tive , he stands before the Angel, 
confessing th e i r  g u i l t ,  ye t po in t ing  to  t h e i r  repentance and 
h u m il ia t ion , and re ly ing  upon the mercy o f  a sin-pardoning 
Redeemer. In f a i t h  he claims the promises o f God." (Prophets 
and K ings, pp. 583, 584)

According to  the above quo ta tion , what does Joshua do fo r him

s e l f  and h is people whom he represented?

1. Joshua does not attempt to  defend or excuse h is s in s .

2. He confesses th e i r  g u i l t  before the Angel.

3. He points to  th e i r  repentance and h u m il ia t io n .

4. He re l ie s upon the mercy o f a s in-pardoning Redeemer.

5. He claims the promises o f God in  f a i t h .

FOR REFLECTION: What do you personally  th in k  o f  the above f iv e  steps

o u tl ine d  in  the S p i r i t  o f Prophecy fo r  rece iv ing  pardon, acceptance, and 

re s to ra t io n  from God? Why not t r y  th is  s p i r i t u a l  formula in your own 

1 i fe .

COMPARE: Study Zech 3:3 and Isa 64:6. In your own words w r i te  down a

b r ie f  statement comparing the two tex ts  r e la t in g  to  the " f i l t h y  gar

ments" and the " f i l t h y  rags" as representing our human righteousness.
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Isa 64:6

ILLUMINATION:

When Satan comes to t e l l  you tha t you are a great s inner, look 
up to  your Redeemer, and ta lk  o f  His m erits .  That which w i l l  
help you is  to look to  His l i g h t .  Acknowledge your s in , but 
t e l l  the enemy tha t 'C h r is t  Jesus came in to  the world to save 
s inn e rs , '  and that you may be saved by His matchless love ." 
(Steps to C h r is t , pp. 35, 36)

The Accuser (Zech. 3 :1 ) .

SEARCH AND LEARN: Compare and contrast these four tex ts  from the Old

and New Testaments re la t in g  to  Satan's id e n t i ty  and function : Job

1:6-12; 2:1-6; Zech 1:1 and 1 Pet 5 :7 -9 , Rev 12:10.

The word in  Hebrew fo r Satan is  the same as in English, 

hassatan, which l i t e r a l l y  means the adversary or the accuser. Also, the 

word trans la ted  " re s is t "  in Zech 3:1 comes from the Hebrew verb 1satan 

which l i t e r a l l y  means " to  accuse."

Here in th is  chapter we see a development o f the understanding 

o f Satan. He is  the accuser o f  a s p e c i f ic  ind iv idua l representing the 

na tion . He is  more than an e v i l  fo rce , he is  one who encounters the 

Angel o f the Lord and Joshua as an in d iv id u a l .  He manifests personal
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q u a l i t ie s  in  his one-to-one accusation and a ttack .

What is the s ign if icance  o f  Satan standing at the r ig h t  hand o f 

Joshua? (Zech 3 :1 ).

Satan seems to  act as an o f f i c i a l  o f  the heavenly court whose

duty i t  is  to  prosecute as the prosecuting a ttorney. He stands at the

r ig h t  hand o f the accused; fo r  th is  was the pos it ion  of the accuser in

a court o f ju s t ic e .  He was accusing Joshua who was clothed w ith  f i l t h y

garments b e f i t t in g  a s inner.

FOR STUDY AND REFLECTION: What motivated Satan's accusations against

Joshua and God's people? Did Satan t e l l  the t r u th  in h is  accusation?

In the context of the great controversy between Chris t and 

Satan, C hr is t was doing His utmost to  encourage the returned ex iles  

and Satan was doing h is utmost a lso to  do the opposite—to  discourage

and destroy. True, Satan uses fac ts  and t e l l s  the t ru th  when i t  is  in

his favor to do so. That is  why Joshua was speechless to  Satan's

accusations. But Satan, as the arch deceiver and father o f l ie s ,  also

t e l l s  h a l f - t ru th s  and l ie s ,  i f  tha t f i t s  h is  purposes. C erta in ly  w ith  

him the saying "the end j u s t i f i e s  the means" is  very true .

At least two main facts motivated Satan to  hurl h is  accusations.

(1) Joshua sought mercy and res to ra t ion  from God. Satan c e r ta in ly  was

not unhappy with the sins of God's people. A f te r  a l l ,  he was the very

one who had enticed them to s in . That is  h is double stra tegy: to

en tice  to  s in and then to  accuse and condemn fo r  sinning.

As Satan accused Joshua and h is people, so in a l l  ages he 
accuses those who seek the mercy and favor o f God. . . . Over
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every soul tha t is  rescued from the power o f e v i l  . . . the 
controversy is repeated. Never is  one received in to  the fam ily  
o f God w ithout e x c it in g  the determined resistance o f the enemy. 
(Prophets and K ings, p. 585— emphasis supplied)

(2) He has an intense hatred o f  C h r is t .  In a ttack ing  God's people,

Satan is  t r y in g  to get back at C h r is t  and the plan o f sa lva t ion .

His accusations a r ise  so le ly  from his enmity to  C h r is t . Through 
the plan o f sa lva t io n , Jesus is  breaking Satan's hold upon the 
human fam ily  and rescuing souls from his power. A l l  the hatred 
and m a lign ity  o f the archrebel is  s t i r re d  as he beholds the 
evidences of C h r is t 's  supremacy; and with f iend ish  power and 
cunning he works to  wrest from Him the ch ild ren  of men who 
have accepted sa lva t io n . (Prophets and Kings, p. 586--emphasis 
supplied)

The S p i r i t  o f Prophecy sheds some l ig h t  on Satan's s tra tegy of 

s p ir i tu a l  warfare as he seeks to  accuse, condemn, and secure unto 

h imself God's people. Study the fo l low ing  ou t l ine  c a re fu l ly  in order 

to unmask Satan's subtle  ta c t ic s .  This o u t l in e  o f seven steps was 

gleaned from Prophets and Kings, p. 586.

1. He leads them to  become doubtful and ske p tica l.

2. He causes them to lose th e i r  t r u s t  in God.

3. He causes them to separate themselves from His love.

4. He tempts them to break the law o f God.

5. He presents th e i r  sins before them to discourage them.

6. He accuses them in order to  secure th e i r  condemnation and 

des truc tion .

7. He contests C h r is t 's  r ig h t  to take them from him, fo r  he 

wants to c laim them as h is own.

In the above section we have attempted to understand how Satan 

attacked God's people on the s p i r i t u a l  f ro n t- -p o in t in g  out th e i r  s ins.
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But tha t was not the only strategy he used. Consider the fo llow ing  

attempts he used to a ttack them, and then compare these attacks to  the 

seven steps in the above o u t l in e :

1. Only a m in o r i ty  o f the Jews re tu rned from Babylon to 

Jerusalem. Satan t r ie d  to  discourage them by the fa c t  tha t only a few 

had come back.

2. He tempted them, espec ia lly  the o ld e r  ones who remembered 

the former g lory  o f the Temple and Jerusalem, to  complain about the 

i n f e r io r i t y  o f  the Temple.

3. He used the Samaritans as a constant source o f i r r i t a t i o n

—a thorn in the f le s h .  Also through them he in troduced id o la t r y .

4. He induced them to  worry about m ateria l th ings  and material 

p rosperity  to  the neglect o f  bu ild ing  the Temple.

In Rev 12:10 we are to ld  tha t the "accuser o f  our brethren"

accuses them "before our God day and n ig h t . "  He has a fu l l - t im e  job.

He is  an expert accuser who is  always minding h is  f i e l d  o f expert ise .

He takes no break; no day or n ight s h i f t .  He has a very precise know

ledge o f a l l  the sins tha t God's people commit, and he accumulates them 

to  s o l id i f y  his ammunition against them. "Satan has an accura te  

knowledge o f the sins th a t  he has tempted God's people to  commit, and 

urges his accusation against them" (Prophets and K in g s , p. 588).

Jesus does his utmost to defend us in h is  love and mercy. Is

not th a t enough o f an incen tive  fo r  us to  shun s in?  Don't we wish we

had not given our accuser so much ammunition fo r  him to  bu ild  a be tte r 

case against us? Are we going to give him more ammunition tomorrow, 

next week? For the sake o f  C hr is t,  and our s a lv a t io n ,  w i l l  we not
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always be on the side o f  our Advocate? How can we continue in sin and 

re b e l l io n ,  teasing and playing w ith  s in ,  blinded to  the unseen forces

strugg ling  fo r  our souls? God is  pleading in His great love, not to

p lay  in to  Sa tan 's  hands, but to  submit ourselves completely in to  

C h r is t 's  hands.

The Advocate (Zech 3:1,2)

Who is  “ the angel of the Lord" who was facing and defending 

Joshua? (Zech 3:1, 2 ).

The "angel o f  the Lord" is  none other but Jesus C h r is t ,  the 

second person o f the Godhead. This fac t o f his id e n t i ty  is  demonstra

ted many times in the B ib le . Refer back to the discussion on th is  

subject in Lesson 2, " In  the Midst o f Thee."

ILLUMINATION:

Then the Angel, who is  Chris t H imself, the Saviour o f s inners,
puts to  s ilence the accuser o f His people, dec laring, 'The Lord
rebuke thee, 0 Satan. . . . '  (Prophets and Kings, p. 589)

Jesus C hris t is  the an t itype  o f Joshua as our high p r ie s t  and 

advocate. He, too , ca rr ie d  our s in s ,  became sin Himself tha t He might 

cover us w ith  His righteousness. Our sins k i l le d  Him. His righteous

ness gives us eternal l i f e .

SEARCH AND LEARN: Compare and con tras t the fo llow ing  tex ts  re la t in g

to  Christ our mediator, High P r ie s t ,  and Substitu te :

1. Isa 53:6-12

2. 2 Cor 5:21

3. 1 Tim 2:5, 6
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4. Heb 2:17, 18; 4:14, 15; 7:23-27

5. 1 John 2 :1 , 2

The Divine Defense (Zech 3:2)

Joshua represents God's people in t h e i r  desperate need fo r  the 

m in is try  o f C hris t in  th e i r  beha lf. There is  a great contest between 

C hr is t and Satan over them as Satan claims them as his prey and posses

sion . The accuser points to  th e i r  sins as the reason why they should 

belong to  him and not be restored to C h r is t .  Their eternal destiny 

hangs in the balances. Satan t e l l s  the t r u th  in his accusation; the 

only way out, th e i r  only hope, is  found in Jesus and His defense in 

th e i r  beha lf. What makes the d if fe rence  is  our acceptance of Chris t 

and His righteousness—the re je c t io n  o f  our se lf-r igh teousness, and 

the acceptance o f the righteousness o f C h r is t .  "But He who was the 

hope o f Israel then, th e i r  defense, t h e i r  j u s t i f i c a t io n  and redemp

t io n ,  is  the hope o f the church today" (Prophets and Kings, p. 583).

Rebuking Satan (Zech 3:2)

What did C hr is t say in Joshua's defense? What is  the s i g n i f i 

cance o f Christ rebuking Satan twice in the same verse? Why d id n ' t  He 

debate or argue w ith  Satan? (Zech 3 :2).

The defense o f Joshua was not a denia l o f g u i l t ,  i t  was a plea 

fo r  mercy and sympathy. With C hris t g u i l t  is  not dwelt upon when true 

confession and surrender has taken place. He does not excuse Joshua's 

s ins , does not apologize fo r  him or cover up his cond it ion . He is 

w i l l in g  to  face Satan's accusations r ig h t  in  the open. He does not 

sneak Joshua in ,  so to  speak. "He who has been most abused by th e i r
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in g ra t i tu d e , who knows th e i r  sin and a lso th e i r  penitence, declares: 

‘ The Lord rebuke Thee, 0 Satan. I gave my l i f e  fo r  these souls. They 

are graven upon the palms o f My hands. They may have imperfection o f 

character; they may have fa i le d  in t h e i r  endeavors; but they have 

repented, and I have fo rg iven and accepted them'" (Prophets and Kings, 

p. 589).

C h r is t had several encounters w ith  Satan besides th is  one in 

Zech 3. How did He deal with Satan when he came around t ry in g  to 

bargain, tempt, and contest with the Savior? Write down beside each 

reference C h r is t 's  response to Satan.

1. Jude 9

2. Luke 4:3, 4, 13

3. Luke 4:35

When Satan comes to  d ispute, c a l l  on the Lord to rebuke him. 

When he is  tempting and bargaining w ith  you to  f a l l ,  appeal to  God's 

holy Word, " I t  is  w r i t te n " .  And when he is  possessing someone and 

wants to  s ta r t  a d iscussion, in the name o f  Jesus rebuke and order him

to  be s i le n t  and come out.

Do not be drawn to  the allurements o f the Deceiver. Make no

deals with him. He is  a l l - to g e th e r  the master o f  e v i l .  He is a

defeated enemy and he knows i t .  Unmask him w ith  the l ig h t  o f God's 

s p i r i t  and t r u th .  Do not get in to  combat w ith  him; ju s t  hand him over 

to  the "Angel o f  the Lord" to  deal w ith  him. Your Advocate knows how 

to  put him in place and s ilence his accusations.
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What are the two points on which Jesus bases His defense o f 

Joshua? Zech 3:2.

The f i r s t  po in t in Joshua's defense is based on what the Lord 

has done in behalf o f  His people. The second point in  tha t defense is  

based on the p i t i f u l  condition o f  Is ra e l .  The defense is  based on God's 

i n i t i a t i v e  in choosing Jerusalem and His people's response o f repen

tance and surrender to Him as "a brand plucked out o f  the f i r e . "  God's 

saving work and man's response must always go toge ther, hand-in-hand.

The S p i r i t  o f Prophecy points to the cross as the basis o f the

sa lva t ion  o f  Joshua and his people. White uses two expressions i l l u s 

t r a t in g  th is  fa c t  as she comments on Joshua's experience. (1) " The 

blood o f C hr is t is  the eloquent plea tha t speaks in beha lf o f s inners. 

This blood 'c leanseth us from a l l  s in ' "  (Testimonies to M in is te rs , p. 

517). (2) "In  his own strength man cannot meet the charges of the

enemy. . . . But He (Jesus) pleads th e i r  causes, and by the mighty

arguments o f Calvary, vanquishes th e i r  accuser" (Prophets and Kings, 

p. 586—emphasis supplied).

A Brand Plucked Out o f the F ire  (Zech 3:2)

ILLUSTRATION: Have you ever thrown in to  the f i r e  by mistake a precious

le t t e r  or a rare document along w ith some waste paper? Then a l l  o f a 

sudden, to  your ho rro r ,  you d iscover that precious piece o f  paper burn

ing . Quickly you re tr ie ve  i t  in sp ite  o f the smoke and heat. You look 

at the burned pages protecting what is  l e f t —sad th a t  some o f i t  was
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burned, but glad tha t you saved a remnant o f i t  before i t  was t o t a l l y  

consumed.

What is a "brand" and why does C hris t describe His people, the 

returned ex iles  as "a brand plucked out of the f i re "?

The word "brand" coines from the Hebrew word 'ud^, which means "a 

lo g ,"  "a branch," "a tw ig ,"  "a s t i c k , "  This word occurs only three 

times in the Old Testament; here in Zechariah, in Amos 4:11, and 

Isa 7:4.

The Is ra e l i te s  passed through the f i r e s  of e x i le  so tha t they 

were almost consumed by i t s  flames. Satan would have kept them in the 

f ie r y  flames to be u t te r ly  consumed, but God intervened and brought back 

a few o f His people as a precious remnant. Yes, the brand s t i l l  spewed 

smoke, smelled o f f i r e ,  and was d is f ig u re d ; but God intervened in th e i r

behalf, and did not want anyone to  "pluck them out o f His hand."

Compare "a brand plucked out o f the f i r e "  in Zech 3:2, and 

" fo r  he th a t toucheth you toucheth the apple o f his eye" in Zech 2 :8. 

What do these two references have in common?

I t  is  shameful and low fo r  Satan to  bother w ith a brand tha t

is  already su ffe r ing  and almost consumed. But tha t is Satan. He wants

to  snu ff out any l i t t l e  expectation and hope from the s trugg ling  human 

heart. On the contra ry , C hris t fans the f l ic k e r in g  hope and l i f t s  up 

the s trugg ling  in d iv id u a l .  "A bruised reed shall he not break, and 

the smoking f la x  shall he not quench . . . "  (Isa 42:3). Thank God fo r  

such a D e live re r!

E llen G. White makes a d is t in c t io n  between succumbing to sin and
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being co n tro l le d  by Satan. I t  does not mean th a t  when God's people f a l l

occas iona lly  in to  sin they move au tom atica lly  in to  Satan's dominion.

When they s in ,  they reach out to God in true c o n t r i t io n  and repentance.

But while the fo l low ers  o f C h r is t  have sinned, they have not 
given themselves up to  be con tro lled  by the satanic agencies.
They have repented o f  th e ir  sins and have sought the Lord in 
h u m il i ty  and c o n t r i t io n .  . . . They may have imperfections of 
character; they may have fa i le d  in t h e i r  endeavors, but they 
have repented. (Prophets and Kings, p. 589)

The V ind ica tion  and Restoration (Zech 3:4-8)

This section o f Joshua's experience w ith  “ the Angel o f the Lord" 

encompasses the t o t a l i t y  o f  sa lva t ion . Note the three phases: (1) The

c o v e r in g , sym bo liz ing  ju s t i f i c a t io n ,  (2) the walking, symbolizing 

s a n c t i f ic a t io n ,  and (3) walking "among these" in Heaven, symbolizing 

g lo r i  f i c a t io n .

I t  is  amazing th a t  in these few short verses we have a summary 

o f the whole plan o f sa lva tion  shown in the person o f Joshua— from a 

d e f i le d  person to a sa in t serving God in the courts of Heaven! In the 

Great Controversy, p. 484, we read: "He (Jesus) asks fo r  His people

not only pardon and j u s t i f i c a t io n  f u l l  and complete, but a share in 

His g lo ry  and a seat upon His th rone."

The Covering (Zech 3:4, 5)

What are the two a r t ic le s  o f  c lo th in g  placed on Joshua, and what 

do they symbolize? Zech 3:4, 5.

The f i r s t  a r t i c le  o f c lo th ing  is the "change of ra im ent," and 

the second is  the " f a i r  m itre " or turban. The old garments which 

represented g u i l t  and in iq u i t y  were taken away from him.
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SEARCH AND LEARN: Study and compare the fo l lo w in g  tex ts  re la t in g  to

C h r is t 's  righteousness, then in your own words w r ite  down the main 

thought in each:

1. Isa 61:10; 64:6

2. Jer 23:6

3. Rom 5:19

4. 1 Cor 1:30

ILLUMINATION:

Israe l was clothed with 'change of ra im e n t '—the righteousness 
o f C h r is t imputed to  them." (Prophets and Kings, p. 584)

A l l  who have put on the robe o f C h r is t  s righteousness
w i l l  stand be fo re  Him as chosen and fa i t h fu l  and tru e ."
(Prophets and K ings, p. 487)

The spotless robe o f C h r is t 's  righteousness is placed upon 
the t i r e d ,  tempted, f a i th fu l  ch ild ren o f God. The despised 
remnant are c lothed in g lo r ious  apparel. . . . (Prophets and 
Kings, p. 591)

These quotations were w r it te n  in  the context o f Zech 3:4.

What does the " f a i r  m itre "  symbolize? The word " f a i r "  comes 

from the Hebrew word ta h a r , which means to  be c lean, to be pure, or to  

be pronounced clean or pure, hence a clean m itre  or turban. In the Old 

Testament, the turban o f the high p r ie s t  had th is  in s c r ip t io n  on i t ,  

"holiness to  the Lord" (Exod 28:36-38). By p lac ing  the pure turban on 

Joshua's head, the Lord was declaring him to  be q u a l i f ie d  to  function 

as high p r ie s t  to m in is te r  before Him in the temple when i t  was r e b u i l t .  

The clean m itre  s ig n i f ie d  th a t "no t w i th s ta n d in g  h is  (Joshua 's ) 

transgress ions, he was q u a l i f ie d  to  m in is te r  before in His sanctuary" 

(Prophets and Kings, p. 584).
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FOR MEDITATION: The pure robe and pure turban placed on Joshua's body

and head symbolize ju s t i f i c a t io n  and s a n c t i f i c a t io n ,  the commitment of 

heart and mind to  C h r is t .  With j u s t i f i c a t i o n  must always re s u l t  the 

"holiness to  the Lord"—a sa n c t i f ie d  l i f e .  For C hr is t was made unto 

us "wisdom, and righteousness, and s a n c t i f ic a t io n  and redemption" (1 

Cor 1 :30).

I t  is  in te re s t in g  to see tha t the suggestion o f the a le r t  

Zechariah p lacing a " f a i r  m itre " on Joshua's head was accepted. I t  is 

a lso in te re s t in g  to note that Satan was completely s ilenced. He had 

run out o f  arguments. I t  was his tu rn  to  be s i le n t  before the Lord's 

defense. Yes, Satan can argue against human righteousness, but how 

could he argue against the perfect righteousness o f  C hr is t tha t covers 

us.

The Walking (Zech 3:7)

What admonition is  Joshua given? Zech 3:7a. What does the 

admonition s ign ify?

I t  is  p la in  from Zech 3:7 th a t walking w ith  the Lord involves 

walking in  His ways, keeping His charge, and serving Him. That is 

c e r ta in ly  a l i f e  o f obedience and s a n c t i f ic a t io n .  We obey God because 

He loves and accepts us in the Beloved, and because He covers us with 

the righteousness o f Jesus. A f te r  quoting Zech 3 :7, the S p i r i t  of 

Prophecy declares, " I f  obedient, he should be honored as the judge, or 

r u le r ,  over the temple and a l l  i t s  serv ices; he should walk among 

attending angels, even in  th is  l i f e "  (Prophets and Kings, p. 585).
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“ Angels o f God w i l l  walk on e i th e r  side o f them, even in th is  world" 

(Prophets and Kings, p. 587).

Walking "Among These . . . "  (Zech 3 :7, 8)

Explain the phrase in 3:8 re la t in g  to  Joshua's " fe llow s that s i t

before thee" "as men wondered a t . "

L i t e r a l l y  in  Hebrew, "men o f wonder." They were to be a l iv in g  

demonstration o f what God could do through His people who trusted  and 

obeyed Him. They were to be a masterpiece o f  His redemptive work. 

They were to  be "honored as the chosen of Heaven among the nations of 

the earth" (Prophets and Kings, p. 585). Their sa n c t i f ie d  l i f e  was to 

a t t ra c t  the nations around them to inqu ire  about th e i r  God, and as a 

re su lt  a great e vang e l is t ic  work was to be done.

What does the phrase, " I  w i l l  give thee places to walk among 

these tha t stand by" in Zech 3:7 mean?

Salvation would not be complete w ithou t leaving th is  wicked

world to the new world where dwells righteousness, and where we w i l l  

enjoy the abode o f the angels who "stand by C h r is t . "  J u s t i f ic a t io n  

and s a n c t i f ic a t io n  through the righteousness o f C hr is t must lead us to 

g lo r i f i c a t io n  when the Lord returns to take us unto Himself. I f  we are 

fa i th fu l  to  the end, C hr is t w i l l  give us free  access to the heavenly 

courts to be with Him, the angels, and the sa in ts  fo r  ever. " .  . . and 

at la s t  he (Joshua) should jo in  the g lo r i f ie d  throng around the throne 

o f God." And, "Angels o f God w i l l  walk on e i th e r  side o f them, even 

in th is  world , and they w i l l  stand at la s t  among the angels that
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surround the throne of God11 (Prophets and Kings, pp. 585, 587). The 

best and only way to  prepare fo r  the g lo rious coming o f Chris t is  to  

walk with Him here on th is  earth l ik e  Enoch o f o ld ,  so tha t when He 

comes we w i l l  continue to  walk w ith Him in Heaven.

Eschatological/Messianic Dimension (Zech 3:8)

The eschatological/Messianic dimension is  seen under the symbol 

o f the Branch, who is  Chris t (Jer 23:5; 33:15; Prophets and Kings, p. 

585). The emphasis s h i f ts  from Joshua and Is ra e l ,  the immediate to  

the Branch and s p ir i tu a l  Israel when He "w i l l  remove the in iq u i t y  o f 

th a t land in one day" (Zech 3 :9 ). The focus is s h i f te d  from Joshua the 

BRAND to C hris t the BRANCH. The Branch is  a live  and w i l l  give l i f e  to  

a l l  the "brands" tha t w i l l  submit to  Him. The Branch is  the heavenly 

High Priest and Advocate o f whom Joshua was the e a r th ly  type. "In the 

Branch, the D e live re r  to come, lay the hope o f Is ra e l "  (Prophets and 

Kings, p. 585).

We merely mention the subject o f  the Branch here; lesson seven 

w i l l  deal w ith i t  in more de ta il  la te r .

The complete fu l f i l lm e n t  o f chap. 3 of Zechariah is tak ing 

place now and w i l l  take place in the fu tu re  (see the statements o f 

Ellen G. White in  the in troduction  o f  th is  lesson). The chapter on 

"The Inve s t ig a t ive  Judgment" in  Great Controversy a lso deals w ith  the 

f in a l  v ind ica t ion  o f God's people ju s t  before the second coming. White 

discusses th is  subject in the context o f Joshua's experience (see Great 

Controversy, p. 484).

There is  also an a llus ion  in Prophets and K ings, p. 591, to  the
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time when the people o f God are sealed. Quoting Zech 3:4, Ellen White 

wri te s :

The despised remnant are clothed in g lo r ious apparel, never
more to  be de fi led  by the corruptions of the world. Their 
names are retained in the Lamb's book of l i f e .  . . . Now they 
are e te rn a l ly  secure from the tempter's  devices. . . . While 
Satan has been urging his accusations, holy angels, unseen, 
have been passing to  and from p lac ing upon the fa i th fu l  ones 
the seal o f the l iv in g  God."

FURTHER STUDY: Prophets and Kings, pp. 582-592. Great Controversy,

pp. 479-491.

SUMMARY: Through the experiences o f Joshua and ancient Is ra e l ,  God

wants to  teach us some very v i ta l  lessons to prepare us fo r  the sealing 

and His second coming. As we submit to  Him and commune with Him d a i ly ,  

He becomes our ju s t i f i c a t io n ,  s a n c t i f ic a t io n ,  and g lo r i f i c a t io n .  Our 

walk w ith  Him in th is  world w i l l  go on in Heaven as He comes again to 

take us home w ith  Him.

APPLICATION

1. Are we too quick to defend ourselves, or do we leave that 

w ith  C hris t our Advocate?

2. Do we c r i t i c i z e  and accuse others around us and in the 

process tear them down instead o f b u i ld  them up? Are we "accusers" of 

the bre thren, or are we "comforters"?

3. Are we doing our best to  maintain our d a ily  walk with 

C h r i s t ,  and hence keep choosing the  co ve r in g  o f  His robe o f  

righteousness?

4. Are our l ives  prepared fo r  the sealing o f  God. Are our best 

thoughts of Jesus, and is  our p r io r i t y  to  prepare fo r  e te rn ity?
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5. Ellen White writes th a t now is  the prophecy f u l f i l l e d  that 

we become people "wondered a t"  (See Prophets and Kings, p. 592). Are 

we re f le c t in g  C h r is t 's  l i f e  in our l ives  th a t others are a ttrac ted  to 

come and inqu ire  o f us about Him?

6. Considering that the eternal destiny  o f  people around us is 

in  the balance, are we preparing them to meet Jesus when He comes?
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LESSON 5 

"BY MY SPIRIT"

THIS WEEK'S STUDY: Zechariah 4:1-14

MEMORY VERSE: "Then he answered and spake unto me, saying,
This is  the word o f the Lord unto Zerubbabel, saying, Not by 
m ight, nor by power, but by my s p i r i t  sa ith  the Lord of hosts" 
(Zech 4:6)

CENTRAL THOUGHT: In sp ite  o f the seemingly insurmountable problems,

i t  is  the S p i r i t  o f God who overcomes a l l  obstac les , no matter how b ig , 

and f in ishe s  the work.

Zechariah 4:1-14

Zerubbabel The Holy S p i r i t
4:2, 7-10 4 :3 , 6, 11-14

1. Zerubbabel: Person and Mission 1. The Two Olive Trees and 
the Golden Oil

2. The Lampstand 2. "Not by might, nor by 
power but by My 
S p i r i t .  . . . "

3. "0 Great Mountain!"—
Zerubbabel begins and fin ishes  
the bu ild ing  o f Temple

4. "The day of small th ings"

71
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INTRODUCTION: In the in troduc tion  o f the previous lesson, i t  was men

tioned th a t there are two central f igures in  Zech 3. The centra l human 

f ig u re  is  Joshua; the other centra l d iv ine  f ig u re  is Jesus the Advo

cate . The theme is  the righteousness of C h r is t .

In our study th is  week we focus on Zech 4, where we also f ind  

two centra l figures ju s t  as in Zech 3. The central human f igu re  is 

Zerubbabel, and the centra l d iv ine  f igu re  is  the Holy S p i r i t ,  the th i rd  

person o f the Godhead. The theme is  the Holy S p i r i t  empowering Zerub

babel to  a c t,  b u i ld ,  and overcome formidable obstacles.

There is  another re la t io n sh ip  between the two chapters. Just 

as the righteousness o f Chris t is needed and s u f f ic ie n t  fo r  Joshua, so 

also the Holy S p i r i t  is  needed and s u f f ic ie n t  fo r  Zerubbabel. Just as 

the two o l iv e  trees supply the o i l  fo r  the lampstand, so the Holy S p i r i t  

supplies the strength fo r  Zerubbabel.

Moreover, in order to  maintain the righteousness o f C hr is t in our 

own l iv e s ,  we must maintain our walk with Jesus from day to  day. "The 

righteous w i l l  c o n t in u a l ly  fo l low  righteousness, because C h r is t ,  who is  

formed w ith in ,  is righteousness and t ru th "  (E llen  G. White, Signs of 

the Times A r t ic le s , 4 :208). Such a continuous experience o f righteous

ness in chap. 3 depends on the unending f low  and sharing o f the Holy 

S p i r i t  in  and through our l iv e s .  We keep the robe of His righteousness 

not by our human might, but by God's S p i r i t .

At the outset o f th is  lesson i t  is  in te re s t in g  to  make a few 

observations on the prophet Zechariah's experience in th is  chapter. 

As you remember, in the f i r s t  lesson we discussed Zechariah's expe
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rience and pe rson a lity .  As he and h is accompanying angel continue 

working toge ther, some in te re s t in g  po in ts  emerge. Let us look at them.

1. The angel awakened him “ as a man tha t is  wakened out o f his 

sleep" (4 :1 ) .  E a r l ie r ,  he l i f t e d  up h is eyes and looked. Zechariah's 

experience here in 4:1 is  s im ila r  to  D an ie l's  experience when he was 

awakened by h is accompanying angel from his sleep (Dan 8 :1 8 ). The 

impact o f  the presence and power o f God often l e f t  a prophet w ithout 

much energy.

2. As we noticed e a r l ie r ,  Zechariah was curious and quick to 

ask questions. Here he continues asking questions; but then h is angel 

turns the s i tu a t io n  around and asks Zechariah a few questions o f his 

own. The angel apparently was in te res ted  in what Zechariah saw in the 

v is io n .

3. The s p i r i t  o f ins istence and maybe impatience is  shown in 

4:11, 12 where Zechariah repeats the same question twice before he 

gives the angel a chance to  respond in  4:14. We must sympathize with 

our f r ie n d  Zechariah fo r  he asked a s im i la r  question in 4 :4, and he 

did not feel he had received a s p e c if ic  response as to what the two 

o l iv e  trees represented.

Zechariah w i l l  c e r ta in ly  be an in te re s t in g  person to meet in

heaven.

Zerubbabel (Zech 4 :2 , 7-10)

Person and Mission.

What l i g h t  does the B ib le  shed on the l i f e  and work o f Zerub

babel? 1 Chr 3:19; Neh 7 :6 ,7 ; Ezra 3 :1 -8 ; Zech 4:1-14; Ezra 2 :1 ,2 ; 

Hag 2:23; Matt 1:12, 13; Luke 3:27.
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The Bible sheds a f a i r  amount o f l i g h t  on the l i f e  and work o f 

Zerubbabel. Study the fo llow ing  po in ts :

1. Zerubbabel was p r iv i le g e d  to be a descendant o f the royal

l in e  o f King David. 1 Chr 3:19.

2. He was appointed to  the v i ta l  pos it ion  to be the leader o f

the returned Jewish ex iles  from Babylon. Neh 7:6, 7.

3. He was the f i r s t  p o l i t i c a l  leader to  resto re  the worship o f 

Yahweh in Jerusalem a f te r  the re tu rn  from Babylon. Ezra 3:18.

4. He was the leader who re b u i l t  the temple. The prophecy in

Zech 4:9 tha t Zerubbabel was to  f in is h  rebu ild ing  the temple was f u l 

f i l l e d  l i t e r a l l y ,  according to  Ezra 6:14, 15. See a lso Prophets and 

Kings, p. 596.

5. He was governor and a prince o f Judah. Ezra 1:8 gives

Zerubbabel the Babylonian name o f  "Sheshbazzar." See also Hag 2:21.

6. He was an ancestor and type o f  C h r is t .  Hag 2:23; Matt

1:12, 13; Luke 3:27; Zech 6:12, 13.

The Candlestick or Lampstand

What were a l l  the th ings that Zechariah saw in th is  f i f t h  

v is ion? Zech 4:11, 12.

Study the fo l low ing  drawing o f what Zechariah saw, then describe 

i t  in  a simple way using your own words.
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Note the fo llow ing  items:

1. Candlestick o f gold with seven lamps.

2. Bowl above the cand lestick .

3. One o f the seven smaller pipes leading from the bowl to 

each one o f  the seven lamps.

4. The two bigger golden pipes each leading from each of the 

two o l iv e  trees to  the bowl above the cand les tick .

5. The two o l iv e  t re e s—the source o f  the golden o i l —trans

m itted the o i l  through the two golden pipes to  the bowl, and from the 

bowl the golden o i l  is  transm itted to the seven lamps through the seven 

smaller pipes.

What does the lampstand symbolize? Zech 4:5-10.

The symbolism o f the candlestick comes from the ancient taber

nacle which had seven lamps and was made from one mold o f  pure gold 

(Exod 25:31-40). Even though the candlestick under study has the same 

symbolic o r ig in ,  here i t  is  somewhat d i f fe re n t  and has i t s  own sp ec if ic  

app lica t ions .

The lampstand in th is  p a r t ic u la r  chapter o f Zech 4 symbolizes 

Zerubbabel, the centra l human f igu re  who is  supplied w ith the golden

o i l  o f the Holy S p i r i t  from the two o l iv e  trees to do God's work at

hand.

The lampstand is  completely dependent on the golden o i l  o f the 

two o l ive  trees to burn and give l ig h t .  In the same way, we are "the 

l ig h t  o f the w orld ,"  as Jesus said in Matt 5:14. However, our l ig h t
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becomes darkness w ithout Jesus who is  " the  l ig h t  o f the world" par 

excellence (John 8 :12 ).

King Dav id , the ancestor o f Governor Zerubbabel, was also

re fe rred  to  as "the lamp o f Is ra e l"  (2 Sam 21:17, RSV). The KJV uses

the word " l ig h t "  instead of "lamp." One chapter la t e r ,  David says th is

o f God: "For thou a r t  my lamp 0 Lord: and the Lord w i l l  l igh ten my

darkness" (2 Sam 21:29). Another example is  found in the story  of the

f iv e  fo o l is h  v irg in s  and the f iv e  wise ones (Matt 25:1-13). The lamps

o f the wise v irg in s  supplied w ith  o i l  symbolized th e i r  l iv e s  f u l l  o f

God's l i g h t  and power. However, the lamps o f  the fo o l ish  v irg in s  empty

o f o i l  symbolized th e i r  l ives  devoid of the l i g h t  and power o f God.

The wise (v i rg in s )  took o i l  in  th e ir  vessels w ith  th e i r  lamps.
This is the holy o i l  represented in Zechariah (Zech 4:11-14 
quoted). . . . The o i l  is  received in to  the vessels prepared 
fo r  the o i l .  I t  is  the Holy S p i r i t  in  the heart which works 
by love and p u r i f ie s  the sou l. (MS 140, 1901, as quoted in 
E.G.W. Comments, SPA Bible Commentary, 4:1179)

I t  is  apparent from the above examples tha t King David, Governor 

Zerubbabel, the d isc ip le s  o f C h r is t ,  the wise v i rg in s ,  and we can a l l  

be symbolized by l ig h ts  or lamps who give l i g h t  and power. But unless 

such human lamps are feeding on the d iv ine l i g h t  and power they become 

darkness.

What contextual evidence do you f in d  in  Zech 4 tha t points to 

Governor Zerubbabel as symbolized by the lampstand? Zech 4 :4 , 6.

Consider the fo llow ing  points re la t in g  to  Zerubbabel from chap.

4.

1. Zerubbabel is  the focus as the cen tra l human personality  to 

accomplish the work o f  rebu ild ing  the temple. He needs the Holy S p ir i t
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to  do th a t ,  and he is the re c ip ie n t o f  Him ju s t  as the lampstand is  

the rec ip ien t o f the golden o i l  supplied by the o l ive  trees .

2. The angel's response to Zechariah's question in 4:4, "What 

are these? re fe r r in g  to the lampstand and the o l iv e  trees, is  addressed 

d i r e c t ly  to Zerubbabel h im se lf:  "This is  the word o f the Lord unto

Zerubbabel saying, Not by m ight, nor by power, but by my s p i r i t ,  sa ith  

the Lord o f hosts" (4 :6 ) .  What God seems to  be saying is ,  "Zerubbabel, 

you cannot rebu ild  the temple by your own human might, by your own empty 

lamp; but you can rebu ild  i t  by what you see in the v is io n : the golden

o i l  o f  the Holy S p i r i t  flow ing through the lamp o f your l i f e  and g iv ing 

you l ig h t  and power to  accomplish my work."

FOR REFLECTION: No matter how a t t r a c t iv e ,  educated, polished, or r ic h ,

w ithout the golden o i l  o f the Holy S p i r i t  in our d a i ly  l iv e s ,  we are 

lamps without the flame.

DIAGRAM:

The o l iv e  trees supplier oi 1 Lampstand

l ig h t  and
The Holy S p i r i t supp lie r power of Zerubbabel

Spi r i t

ILLUMINATION: Ellen G. White made several references, in the context

o f  Zech 4, to the golden o i l  o f  the Holy S p i r i t  emptying in the lamp

o f the person's heart to give him l ig h t  and power. For example:

Each person has his own 1 igh t to  keep burning; and i f  the 
heavenly o i l  is  emptied in to  these lamps through the golden
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pipes; i f  the vessels are emptied o f  s e l f ,  and prepared to 
receive the holy oi 1, 1ig h t  w i l l  be shed. (Testimonies, 6:116 
—emphasis supplied)

The inner lamp must be supplied w ith  the o i l  th a t flows from 
the messengers of heaven through the golden tubes in to  the 
golden bowl. (Testimonies, 7:249— emphasis supplied)

. . . and as the golden o i l  flows from the heavenly o live  trees 
in to  the bowl, i t  makes the lamp o f 1i fe  f la s h  with a c le a r 
ness and power that a l l  w i l l  d iscern . (Testimonies to M in is te rs , 
p. 340—emphasis supplied)

0 Great Mountain! (Zech 4:7)

As a re s u l t  of the S p i r i t  o f God i n f i l l i n g  Zerubbabel's l i f e ,  

what great events took place? Zech 4 :7 -10. What "great mountain" did 

he face?

The S p i r i t  o f God accomplished the fo l low ing  through Zerubbabel 

despite the mountains of discouragement, persecution o f the Samaritans, 

and the unstab le , p o l i t i c a l  s i tu a t io n  in the empire.

1. The great mountain became a p la in  (4 :7 ) .

2. The headstone o f  the temple was brought with ce lebration 

(4 :7 ) s ig n i fy in g  the completion of re b u i ld in g  the temple.

3. The hands of Zerubbabel sha ll  f in is h  reb u i ld ing  the temple

(4 :9 ) .

What is  the s p ir i tu a l  s ign if icance  of the mountain becoming a

p ia in?

By fa i th  and the i n f i l l i n g  o f the Holy S p i r i t ,  the obstacles 

thrown in  the way o f the C hris t ian  sha ll  d isappear. Let us consider, 

fo r  example, the experience o f  Saul o f  Tarsus. What a great mountain
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he was fo r  the early  church he severely persecuted! But through the 

S p i r i t  o f God he became Paul, the great missionary.

Study the fo l low ing  diagram, re la t in g  the experience o f Saul 

w ith  Zech 4:7. Through the S p i r i t ,  obstacles are transformed in to  

p la ins  and triumphs.

Mountain Saul Persecutor

Spi r i t Spi r i t Spi r i  t

Plain Paul Mi ssi onary

SEARCH AND LEARN: Compare what the Holy S p i r i t  d id through Zerubbabel

in Zech 4:7 in making a great mountain in to  a p la in ,  and the Messianic 

prophecies in Isa 40:4 and 49:11. Write down b r ie f ly  in your own words 

the main thought in each te x t .

Zech 4:7

Isa 40:4

Isa 49:11

What s p ir i tu a l  app lica t ion  may the above have in your own l i f e ?  

How may th is  be experienced in your d a i ly  l i f e ?
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ILLUMINATION:

Throughout the h is to ry  o f God's people great mountains of d i f 
f i c u l t y ,  apparently insurmountable, have loomed up before those 
who were t r y in g  to carry out the purposes o f Heaven. Such
obstacles are permitted by the Lord as a te s t o f f a i t h .  When
we are hedged about on every s ide , th is  is  the time above a l l  
others to t r u s t  in God and in the power o f His S p i r i t .  The
exercise of the l iv in g  fa i th  means an increase o f s p ir i tu a l
strength and the development o f  an u n fa lte r in g  t r u s t .  I t  is  
thus that the soul becomes a conquering power. (Prophets and 
Kings, p. 595)

How was the prophecy concerning the completion o f  the rebu ild ing  

o f  the temple by Zerubbabel l i t e r a l l y  f u l f i l l e d ?  Ezra 6:14, 15.

ILLUSTRATION: There are ind iv idu a ls  who are very e f f i c ie n t  in s ta r t in g

new pro jects but very in e f f i c ie n t  in completing them. How many count

less programs have been launched w ith  great noise and excitement only 

to  run out of steam and f a l t e r  in to  o b l iv io n .  I t  is  often easy to 

discuss new ideas and launch new p ro je c ts ,  but more d i f f i c u l t  to see 

such ideas and p ro jec ts  through to the end.

I t  takes the S p i r i t  o f God f i l l i n g  us w ith  His power to continue 

and persevere. The Holy S p i r i t  helps us to  focus not ju s t  on the “ great 

mountains," but more im portantly  on the power of God in making such 

mountains in to  p la in s .  God is  a beginner and a f in is h e r .  He not only 

in i t i a t e s  a p ro je c t ,  He completes i t .  You and I are His p ro jec ts . He 

s ta rted  the work o f  sa lvation in  us and He w i l l  f in is h  i t .  The apostle 

Paul declares: "And I am sure tha t he who began a good work in you

w i l l  bring i t  to completion at the day o f  Jesus C h r is t"  (Phil 1 :6 ).

The Day o f Small Things (Zech 4:10)

You've heard the popular saying "bigger is b e t te r , "  haven't 

you? And because we sometimes th ink th a t way we tend to  despise the
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day o f small th ings . We want to  s ta r t  b ig  and flashy and we are im

pa tien t when th ings are slow. We want i t  b ig, f lashy , and we want i t  

now. But God often does not work that way. He s t i l l  works through 

the " s t i l l  small voice" (1 Kgs 19:12).

What "small th in gs"  are referred to  in Zech 4:10?

This temple was not as great as the f i r s t  one. The resources 

now were more l im ite d  than before. The resources, human and m a te r ia l,  

were smaller now than during the reign o f  Solomon. Now, there were 

many in te rrup t ion s  and persecution; the returned ex iles  were often 

discouraged in comparing t h e i r  "day of small th ings" w ith the great 

days o f  King Solomon. The returned ex iles  had to  rebu ild  the temple 

from rubble. That required a lo t  o f patience and delay, and doing a 

host o f seemingly small th in g s .  But according to God, "The g lo ry  of 

th is  house shall be greater than o f the former" (Hag 2:9, 7 ). God was 

to  f i l l  i t  w ith  His g lo ry ,  and Jesus C hr is t was to  worship in i t  in 

person during His f i r s t  advent.

In our own experience, the big events in our l ive s  often s ta r t  

w ith  and re su lt  from small beginnings. The big day often resu lts  from 

many ordinary days. The h is to ry  o f the world is  ju s t  f u l l  o f  great 

events that s ta rted  from seemingly in s ig n i f ic a n t  th ings . Who can ac

cu ra te ly  estimate the value and las t in g  impact o f a genuine sm ile , a 

f r ie n d ly  gesture, a f irm  handshake, a kind word, or a small loving 

act? Jesus used a powerful example when He talked about the great 

po ten tia l of one o f  the t i n ie s t  seeds—a mustard seed, in Mark 4:30-32 

- - th a t  became a g iant t re e .
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ILLUMINATION:

The way o f the world is  to begin w ith  pomp and boasting. God's 
way is to  make the day o f  small th ings the beginning o f the g lo 
rious triumph o f t r u th  and righteousness. Sometimes He t ra in s  
His workers by b r ing ing  to them disappointment and apparent 
fa i lu r e .  I t  is His purpose that they shall learn to master 
d i f f i c u l t i e s .  (Prophets and Kings, p. 595). The church seems 
content to  take only the f i r s t  steps in conversion. They are 
more ready fo r  a c t ive  labor than fo r  humble devotion—more 
ready to  engage in outward re l ig io u s  service than in the inner 
work o f  the heart. Meditation and prayer are neglected fo r  
bustle and show. (Testimonies, 4:535)

ILLUSTRATION: A s tory  is  to ld  about the bu ild ing  o f  St. Paul's Cathe

dra l in  London during World War I I .  One day a v i s i t o r  came by to  look 

at the progress o f  the construc tion . He spoke to one worker moving 

debris from one area to  another and asked him what he was doing. The 

man d isg ru n t in g ly  responded by saying th a t  he was moving d i r t  from 

here to  there. The v i s i t o r  saw another laborer doing exactly  the same 

kind o f work, and he asked him the same question. With a sense o f 

pride he responded by saying that he was helping to  bu ild  the great 

Cathedral o f  S t. Paul.

Both men were doing the same work, yet each responded d i f f e r 

e n t ly .  How do we view our days o f seemingly small things? Are we ju s t  

moving d i r t ,  or are we helping in the b u ild in g  o f the kingdom o f  God?

What do the seven eyes o f the Lord s ign ify?  Zech 4:10b.

The number seven is  symbolic o f pe r fec t ion . The seven eyes of 

the Lord are a "symbol o f  the omniscience and omnipresence o f God" 

(SPA Bible Commentary, 4:1095). Our God uses a l l  His seeing and knowing 

power to  watch over us and to  empower us to  do His w i l l .  He w i l l  stand 

guard around us (Zech 9 :8 ) ,  and He w i l l  watch around the c lock , day
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and n ig h t,  fo r He does not slumber nor sleep (Ps 121:4). His eyes 

also run throughout the world as the heavenly Watcher to empower His 

people to  do His w i l l  (2 Chr 16 :9). Earth ly watchmen grow t i r e d ,  close 

th e i r  eyes, and sleep sometimes; but the heavenly Watcher is always 

awake and completely watchful o f His ch ild ren .

The Holy S p i r i t  (Zech 4:3, 6, 11-14)

As you r e c a l l ,  the f i r s t  section o f th is  lesson dealt w ith the

central human f igu re  in  chap. 4. Now we sha ll study the central d iv ine

f ig u re ,  the Holy S p i r i t .

The Two Olive Trees (Zech 4:3, 6, 11-;4)

The o live  tree  plays a very important part in feeding and pro

v id ing  a l iv e l ih o o d  fo r  many countries around the Mediterranean Sea. 

I t  has done so since ancient t im es, espec ia lly  around Palestine. Olives 

and the o i l  extracted from them have been a very v i t a l  food staple in 

th a t  part o f the world.

The o live  tree  has many r ich  meanings and symbolism in the

B ib le . Let us look at some. This tree is symbolic o f :  (1) Peace (Gen

8:11); (2) kingship (Judg 9 :8 , 9); (3) Israe l (Jer 11:16); (4) the

righteous (Ps 52:8); (5) the f a i t h f u l  remnant (Isa 17:6); (6) the e n t i re  

church (Rom 11: !7, 24).

The o i l  extracted from the o live  tree  also has many uses and 

r ic h  symbolism in the B ib le . The uses include: (1) as food (Num 11:8),

(2) fo r  anointing (1 Sam 10 :1 ), (3) fo r i l lu m in a t io n  (Exod 25:6; Matt

25 :3 -8), (4) and fo r  b e a u t i f ic a t io n  (Ruth 3 :3 ) .  I t  is  symbolic o f:
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(1) p rosperity  (Deut 32:13), (2) joy (Isa 61 :3 ), (3) b ro ther ly  love 

(Ps 133:2), and (4) the Holy S p i r i t  (Matt 25:4; 1 John 2:20, 27).

What question d id Zechariah repeat twice in  Zech 4:11, 12 and 

what response did the angel g ive him? Zech 4:13, 14.

What do the two o l ive  trees symbolize? (Zech 4:14).

Zechariah's question, which he repeated tw ice in 4:11 and 12 is  

about the two o l iv e  trees. In vs 12, he used the word "branches" 

instead o f " t re es ,"  but the meaning remains the same.

The accompanying angel responded to  Zechariah's in s is t in g  ques

t ions  in 4:14, saying that the two o l iv e  trees "are the two anointed

ones, th a t stand by the Lord o f  the whole ea r th ."

The "two anointed ones" l i t e r a l l y  mean,the "two sons o f o i l . "  

From the context o f the passage in Zech 4, i t  is  c lea r tha t the "two 

sons o f o i l "  fu rn ish  the golden o i l  and do not receive i t .  The

expression "two sons o f o i l "  in  Hebrew can mean suppliers o f o i l  and 

o r ig in a to rs  o f i t .

Also in responding to  Zechariah's question in 4:5, "What are 

these my Lord?" the angel gives a message to  Zerubbabel: "Not by might, 

nor by power, but by my S p i r i t ,  sa ith  the Lord o f  hosts." This means 

th a t the strength th a t Zerubbabel needs to accomplish his important

work is  furnished by God's S p i r i t  ju s t  as the o i l  is  furnished to  the

lampstand by the "two sons of o i l . "  Then the two o l iv e  trees , or the

"two sons o f o i l "  th a t o r ig in a te  the o i l  and supply i t  to the lampstand

are symbolic o f God's S p i r i t  and/or what He does, or His holy agencies.
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What is  the s ig n if ica n ce  of the lampstand being fed by the two 

o l iv e  trees and not by human hand?

The golden o i l  o f  the S p i r i t  o f  God is  not supplied by human 

power; i t  is  supplied by the inexhaustib le  and u n fa i l in g  storehouse of 

the Holy S p i r i t —the two o l iv e  trees . The supply is  l im i t le s s  and i t  

flows continuously. The more the Holy S p i r i t  uses us, the more He pro

vides Himself to  us.

The capacity fo r  rece iv ing  the holy o i l  from the two o l iv e  
trees is  increased as the receiver empties th a t  holy o i l  out 
o f h im self in word and action . . .  to  be cons tan tly  rece iv ing 
and constantly  im pa rt ing ! The capacity fo r  rece iv ing is only 
kept up by im parting . (Testimonies, 6:117)

ILLUMINATION: The S p i r i t  o f Prophecy has more statements on chap. 4

than any other in the book. There are about th i r t y - th re e  d ire c t  r e f 

erences to  Zech 4, and many in d ire c t  a llus ions  to  i t .  Ellen White 

emphasizes tha t the studying o f chaps. 3 and 4 w i l l  lead to rev iva l 

and reformation in the church today. See in tro du c to ry  notes fo r  Lesson

The fo l low ing  b r ie f  statements show what White understood the 

"two o l ive  trees "  and the "golden o i l "  to  mean. Make a comparison of 

them:

1. No man can by his own e f fo r t  make h im self a l ig h t-b e a re r  
fo r  God. I t  was the golden o i l  emptied by the heavenly messen
gers in to  the golden tubes . . . th a t produced a continuous, 
b r ig h t and shining l i g h t .  I t  is  the love o f God con tinu a l ly  
transfe rred  to man th a t enables to  impart l i g h t .  Into the 
hearts o f  a l l  who are un ited to God by fa i th  the golden o i l  o f 
love flows f re e ly .  (C h r is t 's  Object Lessons, pp. 418-419— 
emphasis supplied)

2. From the two o l iv e  trees, the golden o i l  was emptied. 
. . .  So from the ho ly ones tha t stand in God's presence, His
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S p i r i t  is imparted to human in s t ru m e n ta l i t ie s .  (Testimonies 
to  M in is te rs , p. 510—emphasis supplied)

TI So from the anointed ones tha t stand in God's presence 
the fu llness  o f  d iv ine l i g h t  and love and power is  imparted to  
His people. (Testimonies, 5 : l l —emphasis supplied)

4. The mission o f the two anointed ones is to communicate 
l ig h t  and power to  God's people. (Testimonies to  M in is te rs , p.
510—emphasis supplied)

5. But those who do not c u l t iv a te  the s p i r i t  and habit o f
prayer cannot expect to  receive the golden o i l  o f goodness,
pa t ience , lo n g -su ffe r in g , gentleness and love. ( I b id . ,  p.
511—emphasis supplied)

6. The o i l  furnished by the o l iv e  trees ty p i f ie d  the Holy 
Spi r i t . (C h r is t 's  Object Lessons, p. 408—emphasis supplied)

Not By Might, Nor By Power . . . (4:6)

What is  the might o f  God's S p ir i t?  Contrast the power o f  His

S p i r i t  w ith human power.

The usual in te rp re ta t io n  o f th is  well-known tex t is  "not by 

man's might, but by God's m igh t ."  There is  another way of look ing at 

th is  te x t  tha t goes beyond the sheer great power o f God to the power 

o f His S p i r i t  o f love and mercy. He always prefers to  deal lo v in g ly  

and k in d ly  w ith people, and does not resort to  sheer force as the f i r s t  

measure.

Let us look at some examples from the Bible:

1. God w i l l  not d e l iv e r  Judah by the force o f arms, but He 

w i l l  d e l ive r  them by His p i t y  and mercy. (Hos 1 :7 ). Satan always 

prefers to  use force and v io lence. For him might makes r ig h t ,  but fo r  

God r ig h t  makes m ight. The reason fo r  th a t is  that God has the t r u th  

and righteousness on His s ide , and Satan does not. I t  is f re qu en t ly  

true  th a t when in d iv id u a ls ,  groups, and nations dc not have the t r u th

Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.



88

and the r ig h t  on t h e i r  s ide, they tend to  use coercion, b r u ta l i t y ,  and 

violence against o thers . In essence, th is  is  a t e l l in g  sign o f weak

ness, and not o f real s trength .

2. Jesus made his triumphal entry to Jerusalem r id in g  on an 

ass (Zech 9 :9 ) .  An ass is  a symbol o f  meekness and h um il ity  and peace. 

Jesus is  not v ic to r io u s  by r id in g  on a horse, or in  a ch a r io t  using the 

force o f the sword. God does not f i n a l l y  win the b a tt le  against Satan 

ju s t  because He is  more powerful. God wants to  win the great controver

sy by the power o f His t ru th  and love, the power to persuade, draw, 

and hold the loya lty  o f His people by th e i r  own choice. Sheer force can 

never accomplish th a t .  I t  is  the love and goodness o f God tha t draws 

us to Him.

3. God communicated w ith E l i ja h  through the " s t i l l ,  small 

voice" (1 Kgs 19:12). God was not in the great wind, and He was not 

in the earthquake and f i r e ,  but He was in the s t i l l ,  small voice. 

God's f i r s t  p r io r i t y  and preference is  to  draw and win us through His 

S p i r i t  o f love, t r u th ,  goodness.

FOR FURTHER STUDY:

1. Prophets and Kings, the chapter e n t i t le d ,  "Not by Might, 

nor by Power," pp. 593-597.

2. Testimonies to M in is te rs , the chapter e n t i t le d ,  "Pray fo r  

the La tte r  Rain," pp. 506-512.

SUMMARY: The golden o i l  o f God's S p i r i t ,  His l i g h t ,  love , and power

want to  f i l l  our l iv e s  so th a t we might overflow to o thers. Are our 

lamps trimmed? Are they empty of s e l f  and ready to  be f i l l e d  with the
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Holy S p ir i t?  God wants to  accomplish great things through us i f  we 

respond to  Him and un ite  our human weakness to His d iv ine s treng th .

APPLICATION:

1. Ellen G. White says tha t we should pray fo r  the outpouring 

of the S p i r i t .  The Lord expects us to  ask Him for the i n f i l l i n g  of the 

S p i r i t .  Have I been fo l low ing  th is  counsel?

2. Do I f in is h  what I s ta rt?  How? Have I been focusing more

on the mountains ra the r than on the help that comes from God?

3. When faced w ith  pressures, p e rp le x it ie s ,  obstacles, and 

fa i lu re s ,  do I f a l t e r  or persevere? How and why?

4. In my d a i ly  l i f e ,  am I a " r ig h t  by might" person, or a

"might by r ig h t "  person?

5. What are the "days o f small th ings" tha t I despise, and why?

6. Is the reason I am not f i l l e d  w ith the S p i r i t  d a i ly  because 

I do not share the l i g h t  and love I receive from God? What are some 

ways in which I can share the S p i r i t ' s  blessings tha t I receive with 

others?
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LESSON 6 

JUDGMENT AND VINDICATION

THIS WEEK'S STUDY: Zechariah 5:1-6 :8

MEMORY VERSE: "Thus speaketh the Lord o f hosts, saying, Execute
true  judgment, and show mercy and compassion every man to his 
bro ther" (Zech 7 :9 ) .

CENTRAL THOUGHT: God is  w i l l in g  to return to us, cover us with His

righteousness, and f i l l  us w ith  His S p i r i t .  However, are we w i l l in g

to accept Him, forsake our s ins, and be s p i r i t u a l l y  f r u i t f u l ?  He is

coming in judgment. W ill we be condemned, or w i l l we be vindicated?

Zechariah 5:1-6:8

The F ly ing Roll The Woman in the Ephah The Four Chariots

The 6th Vision The 7th Vision The 8th Vision
(5:1-4) (5:5-11) (6:1-8)

1. A Fly ing Roll 1. The Woman in the 1. The Four Chariots
Ephah —God's agencies

2. Judgment— 2. Judgment-Israel 2. Judgment—The
Ind iv idua l Nations

3. The Penalty 3. Israel purged o f 3. God's S p i r i t  at
a. cut o f f wickedness res t
b. consume A house in Shinar

INTRODUCTION: T h is  lesson deals with the la s t  three vis ions o f

Zechariah in the context o f judgment and v in d ica t io n . The judgment o f
90
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God is  pervasive. I t  w i l l  a f fe c t  the in d iv id u a l,  Is ra e l ,  and the world 

—to  e ith e r  condemn or v in d ica te .

I t  is  evident th a t  God wants to  eradicate sin from the hearts 

o f  His people and from the whole earth . The time w i l l  come when He w il l  

do ju s t  th a t .  This lesson serves as a continuation or as a complement 

to  the lessons e a r l ie r  in  th is  quarte r. As we have seen before, God

wants to re tu rn  to us, to  dwell in our midst, to cover us w ith  His

righteousness, and to  empower us w ith  His S p i r i t .  What more can He do 

fo r  us! But one th ing He cannot do fo r  us, and th a t is  to  fo rce our 

choice and to  do our p a r t .

Joshua's v ind ica t ion  was a re s u l t  of God's mercy and also a

re s u lt  o f his response o f  c o n t r i t io n  and repentance. In a sense, the

court scene in th is  lesson continues today. Are we accepting w ith  a l l

our hearts what C hris t has done fo r  us? Are we appropria ting His S p i r i t

in  our lives? Are we attached to  Him, and is He dwelling in our hearts

and in our midst?

The righteous w i l l  c o n t in u a l ly  fo l lo w  righteousness, because 
C hris t who is  formed w ith in  is  righteousness and t ru th  . . . 
Chris t loves His church. He w i l l  g ive a l l  needed to  those who 
ca ll  upon Him fo r  s trength  fo r  the development o f C h r is t l ik e  
character. But His love is  not weakness. He w i l l  not serve 
with t h e i r  s ins, nor give them prosperity  while they continue 
to  fo l low  a wrong course o f a c t io n . Only through f a i t h f u l
repentance w i l l  t h e i r  s ins be fo rg iven ; fo r God w i l l  not cover
e v i l  w ith  the Robe o f  His righteousness. (E.G.White, Signs o f  
the Times, 4, Nov. 13, 1901:208)

God who returns to  us gives us His righteousness and the f r u i t s  

o f the S p i r i t  produced in  our l iv e s .  Such f r u i t s  are what r e a l ly  show 

i f  we are one w ith Him. I f  He remains in the midst o f our l iv e s  we 

w i l l  be v ind icated and l i v e  w ith  Him fo rever. But i f  sin remains in
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our midst, and we continue to  be attached to i t ,  we w i l l  be condemned, 

and the cherished sin w i l l  t o t a l l y  consume us.

Jesus must not on ly be our Savior but also our Lord and Master

here and now. We must accept a l l  o f Jesus, not ju s t  a pa rt o f Him,

fo r  He is  not d iv ided. We must accept not only His j u s t i f i c a t io n ,  but 

also His s a n c t i f ic a t io n —what He does fo r  us and what He wants to  do 

in us. He declares us righteous in His righteousness before the un i

verse, but He also wants to  make us righteous through His power.

F in a l ly ,  th is  lesson has some eschatological im p lica t ions  and

applica tions po in ting  to  the day o f atonement, the in ve s t ig a t ive  judg

ment, the cu tt in g  o f f  o f  the wicked, the eradication o f e v i l ,  and the

close o f probation. The S p i r i t  o f Prophecy sheds great l ig h t  on the

eschatological aspects o f  th is  lesson, hence Ellen White is  quoted 

extensi vely.

The Vision o f  the Fly ing Roll (Zech 5:1-4)

The S cro ll (Zech 5:1, 2)

What does Zechariah see when he looks up in  th is  s ix th  v is ion? 

Zech 5 :1 , 2.

The r o l l  or s c ro l l  (used interchangeably) th a t Zechariah was 

shown in the v is ion  had the measurements o f twenty cubits  in length 

and ten cubits in w id th , which is  roughly 30 by 15 fe e t.  In Bib le 

times the sc ro lls  tha t were used fo r  w r i t in g  were often made o f lea the r. 

Sometimes the w r it in g s  on the s c ro l l  ind icated cursings and judgment 

as in Deut 29:20 and 2 Chron 34:24.
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Zechariah must have seen the sc ro ll  open to  f ig u re  out i t s

dimensions. And these very large dimensions are the same as those o f

the measurements o f the holy place o the tabernacle in the w ilderness.

Perhaps there is some connection between the f ly in g  s c ro l l  and the

holy place o f the tabe rnac le , fo r  judgment proceeds from the Temple o f 

God.

What is  th is  f l y in g  s c ro l l?  What does i t  contain and symbolize? 

Zech 5:3.

The s c ro l l  had curses inscribed on i t .  In fa c t ,  th is  very 

large f ly in g  s c ro l l  i s  in  i t s e l f ,  declared to be a curse which is  f ly in g  

over a l l  the land a c t iv e ly  doing i t s  work. The s c ro l l  w ith  w r i t in g  

s ig n i f ie s  judgment. I t  a lso s ig n i f ie s  the law o f God which becomes a 

curse and a condemnation to  every d isobedient, law-breaking person. 

See Rom 7:7-14. Those who refuse and do not appropriate in t h e i r  l ives  

the "change o f ra im en t,"  the robe o f C h r is t 's  righteousness, are con

demned by the law o f God.

Ellen White w r i te s  the fo l lo w in g , a f te r  quoting Zech 5:1-4:

Against every e v i ld o e r  God's law u tte rs  condemnation. He may 
disregard tha t vo ice , he may seek to  drown i t s  warning, but in 
vain. I t  fo l low s him. I t  makes i t s e l f  heard. I t  destroys 
peace. I f  unheeded, i t  pursues him to the grave. I t  bears 
witness against him at the judgment. A quenchless f i r e ,  i t  
consumes at la s t  soul and body. (Education, pp. 144, 145)

ILLUMINATION: We have no righteousness of our own w ith which to  meet

the claims o f the law o f  God, but C h r is t  has made a way o f escape fo r  

us. He l ive d  on earth  amid t r i a l s  and temptations such as we have to 

meet. He l iv e d  a s in le ss  l i f e .  He died fo r us, and now He o ffe rs  to
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take our s ins and give us His righteousness. I f  you give y o u rs e l f  to

Him and accept Him as your Savior, then s in fu l as your l i f e  may have

been, fo r  His sake, you are accounted righ teous. C h r is t 's  character

stands in place o f your character.

More than th is ,  C hr is t  changes the heart. He abides in your 
heart by f a i t h .  You are to  maintain th is  connection w ith C h r is t 
by fa i t h  and the continual surrender o f your w i l l  to Him; and
so long as you do t h i s ,  He w i l l  work in you to  w i l l  and to  do
according to  His good pleasure. (Steps to C h r is t , pp. 62, 63)

Judgment—The Indiv idual (Zech 5 :3 ,4 )

What is  the tw o-fo ld  and spe c if ic  mission o f  the f ly in g  sc ro ll?  

What does i t  do? Zech 5:3, 4.

God is  a lo v in g  God, but He is  holy and takes sin very

se r ious ly . He loves the s inner, but He hates the s in  and g re a t ly  wants 

to r id  His people o f i t .  In th is  v is ion God " w i l l  deal with those in 

Israe l who refuse the 'change of raiment' (Chr 3 :4) and who rebel 

against the leadership o f His S p i r i t  (Chr 4 :6 ) . "  (SPA Bib le  Commentary, 

4:1096)

This s c r o l l  o f  judgment s h a l l  descend on two groups of 

"re fusers" and " re b e ls " :  (1) Everyone who s te a ls — the t h ie f ,  and,

(2) everyone who swears fa ls e ly —the p e r ju re r .

ILLUMINATION:

In order to appropriate the robe o f C h r is t 's  righteousness, men 
would be required to  forsake th e i r  e v i l  deeds. Those who refused 
would be v is i te d  by the curse pronounced by the f ly in g  s c ro l l .  
(C h r is t 's  Object Lessons, p. 316)

Compare these two sins condemned by the eighth and ninth
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commandments o f the Decalogue in Exod 20:14, 15. Why do you th in k  these 

two p a r t ic u la r  sins were condemned?

Stea ling  and swearing fa ls e ly  were the two prevalent s ins among 

the returned e x i le s .  The second sin mentioned is  re la ted  to the n inth 

commandment o f not bearing fa lse  witness against one's neighbor. God 

is  concerned w ith the conduct and the e th ica l standards of His people. 

There was good theology presented e a r l i e r ,  but a l l  good theology must 

be followed by e th ica l imperatives, the ten commandments are summarized 

by our love to  God and our love to man.

Perhaps the main expression fo r  crime in  a s trug g lin g , poor, 

and economically strapped nation is  s tea ling  and swearing fa ls e ly .  

There were the ind iv idu a ls  who possibly held on to  land and would not 

give i t  to  i t s  r ig h t fu l  owners when they returned from e x i le .  Then 

there were the ones who obstructed ju s t ic e ,  who were pe r ju re rs , and 

who l ie d  s e c re t ly  in  th e i r  hearts. Perhaps th e i r  secret sins were not 

known by o thers , but they were a l l  known by God, fo r  there is  nothing 

hidden before Him. " I f  those who hide and excuse th e i r  fa u l ts  could 

see how Satan exa lts  over them, how he taunts C h r is t  and holy angels 

w ith  th e i r  course, they would make haste to  confess th e i r  sins and to 

put them away" (Great Controversy, p. 489). "S in may be concealed, 

denied, covered up from fa th e r ,  mother, w ife ,  c h i ld re n ,  and associates; 

no one but the g u i l t y  actors may cherish the le a s t  suspicion o f the 

wrong; but i t  is  la id  bare before the in te l l ig e n c e  o f heaven. . . . 

He (God) is  not deceived by appearances o f  p ie ty .  . . . Men may be 

deceived by those who are corrupt in heart, but God pierces a l l  d is 

guises and reads the inner l i f e "  ( I b id . ,  p. 486), God " w i l l  b r ing  to
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l ig h t  the hidden th ings of darkness, and w i l l  make manifest the counsels 

o f the hearts" (1 Cor 4 :5 ). See also Eccl 12:14; Matt 12:36, 37; and 

Isa 65:6, 7.

What d if fe rence  is there between these two sins mentioned?

The sin of s tea ling  is committed against one's fe l low  men, but 

those who swear fa ls e ly  in God's name commit a sin against God. This 

sin o f p e r ju ry  is  something hidden and undiscovered. I t  also has to 

do w ith  obs truc ting  ju s t ic e  and being passive in defending or revealing 

the t r u th .  This sin o f the heart may not be known by others, but God 

knows a l l  the secrets o f the heart, and eventua lly  a l l  is  revealed. 

Sins covered up pursue the sinner and f ind  him out. See Ps 140:11 and 

Num 32:23.

FOR REFLECTION: What does i t  mean to say th a t  we have the tru th  as

Seventh-day Adventists? Do we mean by th is  th a t  we have correct teach

ings or doctrines? Does i t  mean more than tha t?  What does i t  mean to  

l iv e  the tru th ?

To have the t ru th  also means to simply t e l l  the t r u th —to be 

t ru th fu l  in  a l l  o f our words and motives. To mean what we say and say 

what we mean. To be people o f our word—honoring what we commit ourse l

ves to even i f  i t  proves disadvantageous to  us. To have the t ru th  

means not being double-faced, t e l l i n g  everyone what he l ike s  to hear, 

and dealing w ith s u b t le t ie s ,  ambiguit ies, and h a l f - t r u th s .
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The Penalty (Zech 5 :3 , 4)

What expression is  used in Zech 5 :3, 4 th a t  is  usually as

sociated w ith judgment in the Old Testament?

In Lev 16 we learn tha t during the great day o f atonement,

every person was to  a f f l i c t  h is soul and humble h im se lf before God, so

th a t  he might receive pardon, c leansing, and removal o f his sins and

not be cut o f f  from the people.

Sins that have not be repented o f  and forsaken w i l l  not be 
pardoned and b lo t te d  out o f the books o f record, but w i l l  stand 
to  witness against the s inner in the day of God. He may have 
committed h is  e v i l  deeds in the l i g h t  o f day or in  the darkness 
o f  n ig h t,  but they were open and manifest before Him w ith whom 
we have to do. (Great Controversy, p. 486)

What is  the s ign if icance  of the te x t  "and i t  sha ll enter in to  

the house of the t h i e f .  . . , and i t  sh a ll  remain in  the midst o f h is  

house, and shall consume i t ? "  Zech 5:14.

This sounds very much l ik e  Mai 4:1 where the wicked w i l l  be as 

s tu b b le  in the day of judgment and w i l l  be burned up completely. 

Zechariah describes the condemnation as a person en te r ing  the house o f 

the s inner and remaining there t i l l  i t  consumes a l l  completely.

The punishment in f l i c t e d  here on the wicked person is  p ic tured

as an ind iv idua l punishment, not a group punishment. The children o f

Is rae l were punished as a group when they were e x i le d ,  but here i t  is

the in d iv id u a l .  Each person is  responsible fo r  h is own actions, and

everyone in d iv id u a l ly  has to face the judgment.

Every ind iv idua l has a soul to  save or to lose . Each has a 
case pending at the bar o f God. Each must meet the great Judge 
face to  face. . . . The work o f preparation is  an ind iv idua l 
work. We are not saved in groups. The p u r ity  and devotion of 
one w i l l  not o f fs e t  the want o f these q u a l i t ie s  in another.
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Though a l l  nations are to  pass in judgment before God, yet He 
w i l l  examine the case of each ind iv idu a l with as close and 
searching scru tiny  as i f  there were not another being upon the 
e a r th .  (Great Controversy, pp. 488, 490)

Sin seems to  abide w ith  the e v i ld o e r  and reside in his house

t i l l  i t  destroys him completely. When God dwells in our midst, He

gives l i f e  and sa lva t ion , but when sin dwells in our m idst, i t  brings

death and d es truc t ion . I t  is what God says to  Ephraim who is  so bent

on re je c t in g  God and doing e v i l :  "Ephraim is  jo ined to  id o ls :  le t  him

alone" (Hos 4:17).

The Vision o f the Woman in the Ephah (Zech 5:5-11)

The Woman in the Ephah Closed w ith  Lead (Zech 5:5-11)

Describe what Zechariah saw in the f i r s t  part o f his seventh 

v is io n .  Zech 5:5-8. What does th is  v is ion  symbolize?

There are three main terms tha t are used in describ ing the f i r s t  

part o f  th is  v is io n : (1) "ephah," (2) " le a d ,"  and (3) "woman."

The ephah is  a dry measure o f about 5 to 8 gallons used to  

measure the volume o f grain and other products in commerce. I t  can 

also be a basket which size holds such a dry measure. Amos uses the 

term "ephah" in  connection with dishonest tra d in g ; and th is  goes along 

with the m o t i f  o f s tea ling  in the previous v is io n  (Amos 8 :5 ; Hag 2 :16). 

They t r i e d  to make the ephah smaller to deceive customers. The " ta le n t  

o f lead" l i t e r a l l y  means a round d isk o f lead, which was seen covering 

the mouth o f  the ephah. Lead is  qu ite  heavy and is  symbolic o f making 

sure th a t  wickedness, symbolized by the woman in the ephah, does not 

get out and escape. Here the woman symbolizes the wickedness o f back

slidden Is ra e l ,  which was always seeking to  get out and spread. The
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word fo r  wickedness in Hebrew is  ri_shah, which belongs to  judgment 

term inology, and characterizes the one who is declared g u i l t y  before a 

court (see Ezek 18:20). The symbol o f  the woman also represents wicked

ness in  Revelation (see Rev 2:20 and 17:3-7). There she represents the 

e c c le s ia s t ica l  Babylon o f  secular and commercial re l ig io n .

Of course, we must add tha t the term “woman" in the B ib le  means 

something very p o s it iv e ,  a lso . She symbolizes the fa i th fu l  church of 

God who is  c lothed w ith the sun and the moon under her feet (Rev 12:1), 

and who f le d  in to  the wilderness being persecuted fo r  her fa i th fu ln e ss  

to God. Also, "woman" symbolizes the bride o f C h r is t,  His church, who 

w i l l  be prepared to meet Him, the Bridegroom (Rev 21:2, 9 ). I t  seems 

tha t the symbol o f "woman" represents the worst and the best possible 

in the B ib le .

What is  the s p i r i tu a l  s ign if icance  o f the d ras tic  action of 

casting the woman back in to  the ephah and th ru s t in g  the lead d isk over 

i t?  Zech 5:8.

God is  very serious about s in .  He wants to r id  His people of

i t  in d iv id u a l ly  and purge the whole land from i t .  The ind iv id u a ls  who

responded to and appropriated C h r is t 's  righteousness and His S p i r i t  in 

th e i r  l iv e s  were saved, but the ones who refused and rebelled against 

the d iv ine  o f fe r  were cut o f f .  Now, sym bo lica lly , God gathers a l l  the 

accumulated wickedness in to  a conta iner and seals i t  with a heavy l id  

o f lead, making sure i t  does not sneak out to p o l lu te  His people again.

This a lso shows th a t e v i l  is  not something to  be played with and l ived

w ith . I f  i t  i s ,  i t  w i l l  eventually consume the wicked completely. 

This may also re fe r  to  the Jews ex iled  to  Babylon who played the harlo t
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in p rac t ic in g  id o la t ry  (see Hos 2:4; 12:14; 3 :1 -5 ) .

What is  the s ign if icance  o f Is rae l being judged and purged 

from sin f i r s t  before the judgment f a l l s  on other nations? Zech 5:4, 

11.

Ellen G. White addresses the sub ject of the in ve s t ig a t ive  judg

ment in  the context o f the scene o f the heavenly cou rt in Zech 3, Dan

ie l  , and Revelation. In the book Great Controversy, Ellen G. White 

devotes a whole chapter to  the subject and describes the “ day o f atone

ment":

In the ty p ic a l  service only those who had come before God w ith  
confession and repentance, and whose s ins, through the blood 
o f  the sin o f fe r in g ,  were tra ns fe rred  to the sanctuary had a 
part in the service o f the Day o f Atonement. So in the great 
day of f in a l  atonement and in v e s t ig a t iv e  judgment the only 
cases considered are those o f the professed people o f God.
The judgment o f the wicked is  a d is t in c t  and separate work, and 
takes place at a la te r  period. 'Judgment must begin at the
house o f God: and i f  i t  begin at us, what sha ll the end be o f 
them tha t obey not the gospel?' 1 Peter 4:17. (Great Contro
versy, p. 480)

What happened to the ephah f u l l  o f  wickedness in Zech 5:9-1?

The two women w ith  two wings o f a stork may represent instrumen

t a l i t i e s  through whom God executed His ju s t ic e .  The angel does not 

expla in who they are; and i t  is  s u f f i c ie n t  to  know th a t they were used 

fo r  the purpose o f removing wickedness fa r  away from Is ra e l .

Is rae l Purged o f  Wickedness (Zech 5:9-11)

Where do the two women carry the ephah, and what is the s ig 

n if icance  of th a t  place? Zech 5:11.
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The act o f carry ing the ephah was a very public  and open one 

"between the heaven and the e a r th ,"  ju s t  l ik e  the f ly in g  s c r o l l .  In 

the judgment o f God nothing w i l l  be hidden, fo r  the whole universe 

w i l l  witness His acts o f ju s t ic e  and v in d ica t io n .

Wickedness in th is  v is ion is  ca rr ied  sym bolica lly  to  "the land 

o f  Sh inar,"  where i t  sha ll be estab lished. Shinar was the f i r s t  world 

power th a t was b u i l t  by Nimrod (Gen 10:8-10; 11 :2), and i t  was the same 

as Babylon. The tower o f Babel was b u i l t  in  Shinar (Gen 1 1 :2 -9 ) .

Revelation has a great deal to  say about Babylon. I t  is  a 

symbol o f a world power h o s t i le  to  God and His people; and i t  w i l l  be 

exposed, judged, and condemned by Him. I t s  f a l l  is  p red ic ted  (Rev 

14 :8 ), God's wrath is  v is i te d  upon i t  (Rev 16:19, i t  is described as 

"the Mother o f Harlo ts" (Rev 17:1-18), and i t s  great fa l l  is  described 

(Rev 18:1-24).

What is  the s p ir i tu a l  s ign if icance  o f the expression " to  build

i t  a house"? Zech 5:11.
Wickedness must be something fore ign to God's people— an in 

tru d e r ;  something tha t does not belong there . I t  passes by and t r ie s  

to s e t t le  in the l ive s  o f  God's people, and sometimes succeeds. But 

wickedness should not abide in Is ra e l ,  fo r  i t  belongs to Babylon, the 

center o f a l l  e v i l .  Evil can es tab lish  a house there and fee l r ig h t 

at home, but i t  should never feel at home among God's people. I t  does 

not belong where God belongs.

SEARCH AND LEARN: Compare Zech 5:9-11 w ith Lev 16:20-22. Do you find

any re la t io n sh ip  between the act o f  p lacing a l l  the accumulated sins of
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Israe l on the head o f  the scapegoat and sending i t  away in to  the w i ld e r 

ness and the sending away o f  the ephah f u l l  o f wickedness to Babylon? 

Observe the fo l low ing  progressive events:

1. The c a l l  to  return to God

2. The g i f t  o f C h r is t 's  righteousness

3. The g i f t  o f the Holy S p i r i t

4. The judgment and day o f atonement

5. The "c u t t in g  o f f "  o f the ones refusing C h r is t 's  r igh teous

ness and the Holy S p i r i t —the c los ing o f  probation.

6. The purging of sin and p lacing i t  on the scapegoat (Lev

16), in  the ephah (Zech 5), or on Satan (Rev 20) to be sent away to

the wilderness, to  the land o f Shinar, or to  the bottomless p i t  to  be 

eventually  destroyed.

ILLUMINATION:

As the p r ie s t ,  in removing the sins from the sanctuary, con
fessed them upon the head o f the scapegoat, so C hr is t w i l l  
place a l l  these sins upon Satan, the o r ig in a to r  and in s t ig a to r  
o f  s in .  The scapegoat, bearing the sins of Is ra e l ,  was sent 
away ' in to  a land not inhab ited ' (Lev 16:22); so Satan, bearing 
the g u i l t  o f a l l  sins which he has caused God's people to  com
m it ,  w i l l  fo r  a thousand years be confined to the ea r th , which 
w i l l  then be desolate . . . and he w i l l  at la s t  su ffe r  the 
penalty  of sin in  the f i r e s  tha t shall destroy a l l  the wicked. 
(Great Controversy, pp. 485, 486)

PERSONAL APPLICATION AND ILLUMINATION:

You are now l iv in g  in the great day o f atonement. In the t y p i 
cal serv ice, w h ile  the high p r ie s t  was making the atonement fo r  
Is ra e l ,  a l l  were required to  a f f l i c t  t h e i r  souls by repentance 
o f s in  and humilation before the Lord, le s t  they be cut o f f  
from among the people. In l ik e  manner, a l l  who would have 
th e i r  names reta ined in the book o f l i f e  should now, in the 
few remaining days of th e i r  probation, a f f l i c t  t h e i r  souls 
before God by sorrow fo r  sin and true  repentance. There must
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be deep, f a i th fu l  searching o f heart. (Great Controversy, p.
490).

The Vision o f the Four Chariots (Zech 6:1-8)

I t  is  in te re s t in g  to  note th a t th is  e ighth  and la s t  v is ion  has 

something in common w ith  the f i r s t  v is ion in chap. 1. The f i r s t  v is ion 

has four horses; th is  v is ion  has four cha r io ts  with several horses 

each. So the v is ions begin w ith  horses and end w ith  horses and cha r io ts .

I t  must be admitted th a t th is  v is ion  is  not as c le a r  as the 

o ther seven. There are not as many explanations given as in  the others, 

but there are enough to  know tha t th is  v is ion  presents the judgment o f 

the nations in preparation fo r  the return o f the Messiah. I t  also 

fo llow s th a t judgment s ta rted  w ith  the house o f Is ra e l— in d iv id u a l ly  

and c o l le c t i v e ly - - in  the previous v is io n ;  and now the nations are being 

judged. F i r s t ,  judgment w ith in ,  then judgment w ithout.

SEARCH AND LEARN: Study, compare, and contrast the horses and chario ts

in  th is  v is ion  (6:1-8) and the horses in the f i r s t  v is ion (1:8-11) and 

Rev 6 :4 , 5, 2.

The horses and chario ts  have the theme of judgment o f the 

nations in common. In v is ion  one, God's scouts went fo r th  to  survey 

the nations and present f ind ings  about them to  God. Now t h e i r  find ings 

are executed in th is  v is ion  by the four cha r io ts  and horses. Notice 

th a t in Revelation:

1. The red horse s ig n i f ie s  war and bloodshed (Rev 6:4)

2. The black horse s ig n i f ie s  famine and s ta rva t ion  (Rev 6:5,

6 )
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3. The "dappled" or "ha i l-sp o tte d "  horse s ig n i f ie s  death (Rev

6 :8 )

4. The white horse s ig n i f ie s  v ic to ry  and conquest (Rev 6 :2 ).

There is  one response given in th is  v is ion  to  Zechariah 's 

question. What is the question, and how does the angel respond to i t?  

Zech 6 :4 , 5.

The word " s p i r i t "  comes from the Hebrew word ruach, which can 

also be trans la ted  "w ind." Then the response o f the angel can re fe r 

to  the four winds, or d irec t ion s  o f  the ea rth , ju s t  as we f in d  in Rev

7:1, in the expression re fe r r in g  to  the four angels ho ld ing back the

four winds o f the earth . God is  in  command in th is  w or ld , and He has 

His appointed agencies to  execute His w i l l  over and beyond what a l l  

the nations o f the earth p lan. He has His own plan regard less. God's 

messengers operate throughout the earth w ith in  h is to ry ,  events, and 

p o l i t i c a l  s truc tu res , " s i l e n t ly ,  p a t ie n t ly  working out the  counsels o f 

His own w i l l "  (Education, p. 173). The cha r io ts  are commissioned by 

the omnipresent God to  judge and to  punish any nation throughout the 

earth .

What does the term the "north country" re fe r  to? Zech 6:6, 8.

"North" in the Scriptures re fe rs  to the p o l i t i c a l  e n t i t y  where 

the center o f world power l ie s .  A lso , the "north  country" re fers to 

the place o f the enemy o f  God's people. Through His omnipresence and

omnipotence, God is  a c t ive  and in the very center o f world  power. He

asserts His sovereignty even there.
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What is the s ign if icance  o f the phrase "quieted my s p i r i t "  in 

the north country in  Zech 6 :8. Compare th a t  to  the phrase " is  at re s t"  

in Zech 1:11.

When God sent His agencies to  scout the e a r th ,  they came back 

w ith  a repo rt tha t the nations were in d i f f e r e n t ,  enjoying fa lse security  

and ease while  God was angry with them and jealous fo r  His people. 

Now the s i tu a t io n  is  d i f fe re n t  in tha t God's s p i r i t  is  a t res t.  God's 

S p i r i t  was already at work in the northern kingdom on the heart o f 

Cyrus, who issued a decree favorable to  the Jews. The angels then 

were hold ing the four winds o f s t r i f e  so th a t  God's people could f in is h  

the re b u i ld in g  o f the temple and the work o f cons truc tion . The four 

winds o f s t r i f e  are also being held back now so we, God's people, may 

f in is h  God's work before Chris t cnmes.

SUMMARY: God is doing His utmost to save us. He wants to  fo rg ive  us, 

dwell in  our midst, cover us w ith  His righteousness, and give us His 

Holy S p i r i t ,  but i t  a l l  depends on our response. Do we refuse His 

plan? The day of atonement is  now. The in v e s t ig a t iv e  judgment is  in 

process fo r  us in d iv id u a l ly ,  fo r  the Church and fo r the world. Are we 

preparing fo r  e te rn ity?

FOR FURTHER STUDY: Read Great Controversy, pp. 418-422, 429-431.

APPLICATION

1. Does sin or righteousness feel at ease and at home in my 

l i f e ?

2. Am I experiencing C h r is t 's  righteousness as my security  and 

my v ic to ry?
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3. Are there secret sins in my l i f e  that only God knows about?

Sins th a t I am attached to  and that separate me from God

and sa lvation?

4. Is sin becoming more and more hateful to  me? The same?

Or less hatefu l?  Why?

5. Am I f u l l y  aware o f how souls are being weighed in the

balances and t h e i r  des tin ies  decided? How can I share my 

concern with others around me and help them accept C hr is t 

and His plan fo r  th e i r  l iv e s  and be saved? When shall I 

do i t ,  and w ith  whom?
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LESSON 7

"MY SERVANT THE BRANCH"

THIS WEEK'S STUDY: Zechariah 3 :8-10; 6:9-15.

MEMORY TEXT: "Behold, the days come, sa ith  the Lord, that I w i l l
ra ise  unto David a righteous Branch, and a King shall reign and 
prosper, and sha ll execute judgement and ju s t ic e  in  the ea rth . In 
h is days Judah sha ll be saved, and Israel shall dwell sa fe ly : and
t h i s  is  h is  name whereby he sh a ll  be c a l le d ,  THE LORD OUR 
RIGHTEOUSNESS" (Jeremiah 23:5, 6 ) .

CENTRAL THOUGHT: At the center and heart o f the book o f  Zechariah, the

image o f the BRANCH emerges as the supreme Personality  res to r ing  His 

people as th e i r  Advocate, t h e i r  Righteousness, th e i r  Judge, th e i r  High 

P r ie s t ,  and th e i r  King.

OVERVIEW: (see tab le  on next page)

INTRODUCTION: In th is  lesson we focus on the BRANCH, who is  the Mes

siah. We discover th a t th is  lesson in p a r t ic u la r  is  very r ich  in  i t s

Messianic s ig n if ica n ce . The BRANCH is  the Son o f Man and the Son o f 

God; the High P r ies t and the King; the Servant; the One who builds the 

Temple and becomes i t s  Cornerstone.

E a r l ie r  we discovered th a t in chap. 3, Joshua, as the high

p r ie s t ,  was the cen tra l theme. Yet i t  was very evident tha t the Mes

siah, the Branch, was the d iv in e  P r ies t and King who defends Joshua 

and bu ilds the Temple through Zerubbabel. He is  the One who embodies
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Zech 3:8-10; 6:9-15

IIMy Servant the BRANCH" 
3:8-10

"Behold the Man. . . . "  
6:9-15

1. The Servant 1. Joshua crowned

2. The Branch 2. The Man BRANCH

3. The Stone 3. The work of the Branch

4. Removal o f g u i l t  in  one day a) Bu ild  the temple

5. The vine and the f i g  tree 
(peace, secu r ity ,  joy  and 
p rosperity )

4.

b) Bears the g lo ry

c) P r ie s t  on His throne

d) Counsel of peace 
between them

" I f  you w i l l  d i l ig e n t ly  
obey . . . "

and u n if ie s  in  His person the two holy o f f ic e s : High P r ies t and King.

This High P r ies t/K ing  in Zech 6:12, 13 is  the One who combines the 

work of Joshua and Zerubbabel in chaps. 3 and 4 in  redemption, the 

b u ild in g  of the Kingdom o f  God, and ru l in g  over His people. C h r is t  in 

His f i r s t  advent became our Savior and High Priest (Heb 4:14); and He 

w i l l  be coming again as our "King o f Kings and Lord or Lords" (Rev 

19:16).

My Servant the BRANCH (Zech 3:8-10)

What is  the Messianic s ign if icance  of the word the "BRANCH"? 

To whom does i t  refer? Zech 3:8.
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The Servant BRANCH is  presented in Zech 3:8 in the context o f 

the vis ion o f Joshua's c leansing and res to ra tion  as the high p r ie s t  of 

Is ra e l ,  and the re s to ra t io n  o f Israel as a h ig h -p r ie s t ly  n a t ion . In 

th is  vision Joshua, the e a r th ly  high p r ie s t ,  is  a type o f the heavenly 

High P r ies t.

In Hebrew, the word Branch is  tsemach, which stands fo r  a Mes

s ian ic  pred ic tion  (see Isa 11:1; 4:2; Jer 33:15), and which the Jews 

came to believe as a c le a r  reference to  the coming Messiah. Espec ia lly  

the Jews o f Zechariah's time believed th a t the Old Testament reference 

to  tsemach became the name fo r  the expected Messiah w ith  a l l  the d iv ine  

and human c h a ra c te r is t ic s  th a t the former prophets a t t r ib u te d  to  Him. 

ILLUMINATION:

In the Branch, the D e live re r  to come, lay the hope o f I s ra e l .
I t  was by fa i t h  in the coming Saviour tha t Joshua and his people 
had received pardon. Through fa i th  in C hris t they had been 
restored to God's fa vo r .  (Prophets and Kings, p. 385)

What is  the s ig n if ica n ce  o f the term "servant" in i t s  Messianic

context?

"My Servant" portrays Chris t as the Redeemer and as the s u f fe r 

ing Messiah, who gives H imself t o ta l l y  in service to  God and man (see 

Isa 53:1-10; Phil 2 :6 -8 ) .  E llen G. White describes Him thus: "C hr is t

is  revealed as the Redeemer and Deliverer o f his people" (Prophets and 

Kings, p. 592).

In the Old Testament there are at least fou r major references 

to  the Messiah as the Branch. Besides the Branch being portrayed as 

the "servant" in Zech 3 :8 , how else is  He portrayed in the other
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references? Compare and con tras t: Jer 23:5, 6; 33:15; Zech 6:12; Isa

4:2.

In these four Messianic references to  the Branch we find  four 

p o r t ra i ts  o f Jesus C h r is t :

1. Jer 23:5, 6; 33:15—The divine and righteous King coining 

fo r th  from the seed o f  David, ca l le d  THE LORD OUR RIGHTEOUSNESS, and 

bring ing sa lva t ion .

2. Zech 3:8— The servant Branch executing the w i l l  o f God in 

man's favor.

3. Zech 6:12—The Man Branch representing the human race in His 

incarnation as the Son o f  Man—the true  Man and the second Adam.

4. Isa 4:2—The div ine Branch, the Branch of Jehovah, the Son

of God.

The above four p o r t ra i ts  o f  the Messiah are what we see when 

we study the l i f e  o f Jesus in the four gospels. What s im i la r i t ie s  do 

you see in the four gospels that correspond to  the four above Messianic 

references to  the Branch?

1. In the gospel according to  Matthew, the Messiah's l in e  is  

traced a l l  the way back to  the royal l in e  o f David. He is  the d iv ine  

King coming in exact f u l f i l lm e n t  o f  the Old Testament prophecies.

2. The gospel according to  Mark presents the Messiah as a Man

o f action and movement going about and doing good. He is  the Servant 

o f God fo r  humanity doing th ings—help ing, healing , and re s to r in g .  In 

th is  gospel, the emphasis is  not placed on Jesus' words and teachings, 

but rather on His actions o f serv ice .
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3. In the gospel according to  Luke, the Messiah is  portrayed

as the Son o f Man who, through His inca rna t io n , t r u l y  represents the

human race. He succeeded as the second Adam where the f i r s t  Adam 

fa i le d .  "The Son o f Man came to seek and save the lo s t "  (Luke 19:10).

4. In the gospel according to  John, the Messiah is  presented

as the d iv ine  and e ternal Son of God. His genealogy is not traced

back to David as in Matthew, fo r  He is  before Abraham, and is  God and 

w ith  God from a l l  e te rn i t y  (John 1 :1 ).

What is  the s ign if icance  o f the stone, and who is re fe rre d  to 

here? Zech 3 :9 .

The symbol o f  the stone is used to  re fe r  to  the Messiah climax

ing the Messianic reference o f the Branch. This one stone is  unique, 

one o f a k ind , and has seven eyes o f pe rfec t omniscience. He is  sov

ere ign. He has a l l  knowledge and a l l  a u th o r i ty ,  searching and seeing 

a l l  tha t takes place; from Him nothing is  hidden.

SEARCH AND LEARN: Compare and contrast Isa 28:16 and Ps 118:22

w ith  Zech 3:9:

Isa 28:16 

Ps 118:22 

Zech 3:9

Chris t is  the crowning stone, the gable and capstone th a t  com

pletes and perfects  the Temple o f God. He is the precious cornerstone 

o f the l iv in g  stones o f His people, b u i ld in g  up His body. He is  the
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Head, and we are His body, the church. He completes, u n i f ie s ,  oversees,

and infuses His l i f e  in to  the stones, making them l iv in g  stones.

What is  the function  of the Stone according to Zech 3:9b?

In th is  context the Stone or the Branch f i r s t  o f a l l  removes

the g u i l t  o f the land in one day, and then He provides la s t in g  peace, 

se cu r ity ,  jo y ,  and p rospe r i ty . The removal o f the g u i l t  from the people 

corresponds to the removal of g u i l t  from the high p r ie s t ,  Joshua, in 

Zech 3:4. I t  has i t s  eschatological im p lica t ion  fo r  the fu tu re .  On 

the day o f the Lord, when He re tu rns , He removes a l l  g u i l t  and sin 

from the whole earth  by casting i t  on the head o f  Satan. We may compare 

th is  eschato log ica l “ stone" to the One found in Han 2:34, 35, and 44 

where the stone "cu t out by no human hands" destroys a l l  w o r ld ly  king

doms and estab lishes His own eternal and only Kingdom. A lso, the "one 

day" can re fe r  to  the death of Jesus on the cross when He took upon 

Himself the g u i l t  and sin o f the whole world, th a t  anyone who accepts 

Him may be covered w ith  His righteousness.

SEARCH AND LEARN: Compare and contract Zech 3:9b with Heb 9:25-28;

w r ite  b r ie f l y  the main ideas in each te x t .

FOR REFLECTION: G u i l t  is  a t e r r ib le  th ing to  experience. I t  weighs

heavily on the mind and i t s  burden crushes the s p i r i t .  No psychologists 

or p s y c h ia tr is ts  can remove th is  burden of g u i l t ,  and abso lu te ly  no 

force on earth can resolve th is  problem except the Lord Jesus. He 

alone can take our g u i l t  away. How gratefu l we must always be for 

th is  unique and inestimable m in is try  o f Jesus!
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What is  the other function o f the stone? What does the expres

sion "under his vine and under his f ig  tree "  s ig n ify?  Zech 3:10.

Again, Zech 3:10 had immediate app lica t ion  fo r  the Jews in the 

f i r s t  Advent o f C h r is t ,  but i t  also has an eschatological im plica tion  

o f the end times and the second coming o f C h r is t .

The vines and the f i g  trees, which were and s t i l l  are native 

to  Pa lestine , came to  symbolize the nation o f Is ra e l .  P lan t ing , enjoy

ing the f r u i t s  o f  and resting  unhurried ly with fr ie nds  under these 

trees ind icated secu r ity ,  peace, joy , and p rospe r ity .  Security and 

peace were to  be enjoyed in the open and necessarily  in  the confines 

o f one's house. Prosperity and contentment were to be enjoyed as every

one had his own tre e s ; none was grasping another's p roperty .

That is what u lt im a te ly  and p e r fe c t ly  happens when Christ comes 

again. G u i l t  and e v i l  w i l l  be to ta l l y  removed from the land, and peace, 

jo y ,  and p rosper ity  w i l l  f i l l  the dwellings o f the s a in ts .

"Behold the Man. . . . "  Zech 6:9-15

The e igh t v is ions o f Zechariah end having climaxed in the coming 

o f the Messiah. This s ig n i f ic a n t  passage has h is t o r ic a l ,  symbolic, 

prophetic, and Messianic im p lica t ions . The work o f rebu ild ing  the 

Temple and the res to ra t ion  o f God's people was to go u n t i l  the great 

climax o f the Messiah's coming and His establishment o f His div ine and 

everlas ting  kingdom. The fu l f i l lm e n t  o f th is  prophecy was conditional 

on the obedience o f  Israel (Zech 6:15). This prophecy was f u l f i l l e d ,  

is  being f u l f i l l e d ,  and w i l l  be completely f u l f i l l e d  in the f i r s t  advent 

o f C hr is t,  His work now, and His second coming.
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I t  is  in te re s t in g  to note th a t  in th is  passage Zechariah becomes 

more o f a p a r t ic ip a n t  than an observer re f le c t in g  the h is to r ic a l  element 

evident here. He also p a r t ic ip a te s  in a symbolic and prophetic act 

tha t points to  the g lorious coming o f  the Messiah.

Who were the men who a rr ive d  from Babylon and what did they 

bring w ith  them? Zech 6:10, 11.

I t  is  l i k e l y  from the context of Zech 6:10, 11 th a t these three 

ex iles  had a rr ived  recently from Babylon bring ing g i f t s  o f s i lv e r  and 

gold fo r  the Temple as part o f an inaugural ce leb ra t ion  o f Joshua as 

the high p r ie s t  and the resumption o f  the temple serv ices. I t  is  in te r 

esting to study the meaning o f the names o f the th ree  men. As a l l  

Hebrew names, they had s ig n i f ic a n t  meanings. The LXX gives them the 

fo llow ing  symbolic names: “ the ch ie f  men" fo r  H e lda i, "the useful

men" fo r  Tobijah, and "those tha t have understood i t "  f o r  Jedaiah (SPA 

Bib le Commentary, 6:1099). Also, the names, in  Hebrew, can mean respec

t i v e ly :  "The Lord 's  w orld ,"  "the Lord is  good," and " the  Lord knows."

We are not to  attach too much s ign if icance  to  the meanings o f 

the three names. However, i t  is  f i t t i n g  in th is  context o f res to ra tion  

to  have names th a t  carry the meaning tha t in God's w or ld , the Lord is 

good and He knows; and tha t He uses leaders who are useful and have 

understanding.

What is  the s ig n i f ic a n t  re la t io n s h ip  between the crowned Joshua 

and the Man Branch? Zech 6:11, 12.

As in Zech 3:1-4 Joshua represented the s in fu l  people o f Is ra e l ,
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so here he represents the Messiah crowned as King th a t  we might become 

the righteousness o f God (2 Cor 5:21), and also a type o f C hris t the 

King who w i l l  act on behalf o f His people.

Study the phrase, “ and he (the BRANCH) sha ll grow up out o f 

his place . . in  Zech 6:12. Compare i t  w ith  the BRANCH in Isa 11:1 

and the "roo t out o f a dry ground" in Isa 53:2.

The "dry  ground" symbolizes the dryness and barrenness o f the

s p i r i tu a l  l i f e  o f  Is ra e l .  Out o f hopelessness came fo r th  hope, and

out o f a dry stump sprang fo r th  a l i v in g  Branch, a promise o f a new

beginning and a new l i f e .  This l iv in g  Branch w i l l  succeed where the

dry stump, the Jewish nation, fa i le d .

Compare and contrast the BRANCH w ith  the stump. See Isa 53:2; 

11:1; 4 :2 ; and Zech 6:12.

COMPARE AND CONTRAST:

The Stump The Branch

1. Same ground—dry ground 1. Same ground—dry ground

2. Same seed—David's 2. Same seed—David's

3. Dead stump 3. L iv ing Branch

4. Evil stump 4. Righteous Branch

5. No hope 5. Hope

6. No f r u i t 6. F ru it
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What a s ta rk  contrast between the Messiah and the nation o f 

Is ra e l !  From the same seed, background, and environment springs fo r th  

the l i v in g  Branch to  give l i f e ,  righteousness, and hope where there 

was only death, e v i l ,  and hopelessness. From the dead stump and dry 

ground there were no branches, no tre e , and no f r u i t  to be seen, but 

with the coming o f the l iv in g  Branch, "the f r u i t  o f the land shall be 

e xce lle n t"  (Isa 4 :2 ) .

How is  the Messiah re ferred to in Rev 5:5 and 22:16?

FOR REFLECTION AND MEDITATION: What would you and I do w ithout our

hope in C h r is t !  What hope would there be in th is  dry, e v i l  world w ith 

out Jesus, the hope and the l i f e  o f the world ! Thank God fo r  the solu

t ion  we f in d  in C h r is t .  The only remedy fo r  our l ife lessness  and f r u i t 

lessness is  to be found in a l i v in g  connection with the l iv in g  Branch, 

and to draw nourishment and l i f e  from Him. He is  the Source o f hope 

and l i f e .  Being disconnected from Him, we have absolute ly noth ing—we 

are no more than a dead stump in the middle o f dry and parched ground.

The Work o f the Man BRANCH

What w i l l  the Man Branch do? What are the verbs used to  des

cribe His actions? Zech 6:12, 13.

The re p e t i t io n  and emphasis placed on the pronoun "He," r e fe r r 

ing to  the Branch, and re inforced by "Even He" is  to a f f i rm  the d e f in i te  

and grand work th a t  w i l l  be accomplished by Him. Such an idea is  also 

re in forced by the use of action words, underlined in the above diagram, 

such as grow up, b u i ld , bear the g lo ry , and s i t  and r u le .
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"The Man Whose Name is  the Branch"—Zech 6:12, 13

What He w i l l do and become Reference

1. He shall grow up out o f his place 6:12

2. He shall b u i ld  the temple of the Lord 6:12

3. Even he sha ll bu ild  the temple of the Lord 6:13

4. He shall bear the g lo ry 6:13

5. He shall s i t  and ru le  upon his throne 6:13

6. He shall be a p r ie s t  upon his throne 6:13

The phrase "He shall b u i ld  the temple of the Lord" is  repeated 

tw ice fo r  emphasis and d e f in i t ive n e ss . What does b u i ld in g  the temple 

re fe r  to  besides the material temple? Zech 6:12, 13.

"More than the m ateria l temple completed by Zerubbabel (Ezra 

6:14, 15) is  here fo re to ld .  The prophet envisions the s p i r i tu a l  house" 

(SPA B ib le  Commentary, 4:1099). Of course, the real B u i ld e r ,  the Mes

siah , was the d r iv in g  force behind Zerubbabel and his b u ild in g  e f fo r t s .  

Zerubbabel's bu ild in g  was a type of C h r is t 's  work o f b u i ld in g  the King

dom o f  God in the fu tu re .

Chris t w i l l  bu ild  the temple h im se lf.  The temple s ig n i f ie s  

the presence, power, and communion o f God among and w ith  His people. 

He seeks to be w ith  us and to  dwell among us because He loves us. His 

love is  never alone— i t  seeks togetherness with us. "And le t  them 

make me a tabernacle, that I may dwell among them" (Exod 25:8).
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Then Jesus, "The Word was made f le sh  and dwelt among us" (John 

1:14), in  his incarnation was the fu l f i l lm e n t  o f "He shall b u i ld  the

temple o f the Lord" (Zech 6 :12). That is  because, f i r s t ,  in Chris t

we revealed par excellence God's presence, power, and g lo ry , "He that 

has seen me has seen the Father" (John 14:9); and second, in  Chris t 

humanity was reconciled to God. He in h is  person, the embodiment o f 

God's power, presence, and g lo ry  (Col 2 :9 ) ,  is  the meeting p lace , the 

Temple where God and man meet, hold communion, and are reconciled .

I t  is  in te re s t in g  to note tha t Jesus re fe rred  to  the temple o f

his body (Matt 26:61), tha t He would destroy i t ,  and tha t He would

bu ild  i t  up again in three days. The temple of his body, h is l i f e ,  

was to  be given v o lu n ta r i ly  fo r  his people, and to  be resurrected to 

l iv e  fo r  them and be w ith  them always even to the end o f the world 

(Matt 28:20). Also, the temple o f the Lord is  re fe rred  to by Paul and 

Peter as the church, the s p ir i tu a l  house o f God, and the Body o f  C hris t 

(see Eph 2:19, 20; 1 Cor 3:16, 17 and 1 Pet 2 :5 , 6) tha t w i l l  embrace 

the whole world as His Kingdom is accepted and estab lished in the hearts 

o f men. "In  the Scrip tures the f ig u re  o f the e rection  of a temple is 

frequen tly  used to i l l u s t r a t e  the bu ild ing  o f  the churches" ( Acts o f 

the Apostles, p. 595).

FOR REFLECTION: Is the l iv in g  Branch growing in my barren l i f e ?  Is

He bu ild in g  the temple o f  His presence and power in me? Am I a llowing 

Him to  b u ild  up His temple, His Body, or His church through me?
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The K ing/Priest

The Branch was to f u l f i l l  p r ie s t ly  as well as k ing ly  functions. 

Zerubbabel and Joshua contr ibu ted  to and were types o f the work o f the 

promised Branch. While they could not pe r fe c t ly  represent His functions 

as King and P r ie s t ,  alone or together, He combines p e r fe c t ly  and har

moniously the two o f f ic e s .

How does Zech 6:13 describe the k ing ly  and p r ie s t ly  functions?

As we study c a re fu l ly  Zech 6:13, we notice the fo llow ing  order 

fo r  the k in g ly  and p r ie s t ly  functions:

1. "And he shall b u i ld  . . . "  (Kingly)

2. "And he shall bear the g lo ry " (P r ie s t ly )

3. "And he shall s i t  and ru le  upon his throne" (K ing ly)

4. "And he shall be a p r ie s t upon his throne" (P r ie s t ly )

The verse ends w ith the f i t t i n g  conclusion, or summary, to  the

k in g ly /p r ie s t ly  functions o f  the Branch: "and the counsel o f peace

sha ll be between them bo th ."  In other words, harmony, understanding,

and peace sha ll be between such k in g ly /p r ie s t ly  functions combined

p e r fe c t ly  in  C h r is t the Branch.

SEARCH AND LEARN: Study Heb 2:17 and Matt 25:31 and show how they

re fe r  to  C hr is t as P r ies t /K in g .

BRANCH

P ries t King

Sacred Secular

Harmony
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C hris t in his f i r s t  advent became our high p r ie s t  (Heb 2:17), 

and in his second advent w i l l  come as v ic to r io u s  King (Matt 25:31). 

The Branch Messiah is the re a l i t y  o f th is  perfec t blending o f these 

two o f f ic e s .  See also Heb 4:14 and Rev 19:16. Also study Jeremiah's 

prophecy re la t in g  to  the Branch re ign ing as King (Jer 23:5, 6).

This harmony re fe rs  not only to th is  pe rfec t blending o f the 

p r ie s t ly / k in g ly  functions in C hris t but also to the pe rfec t cooperation 

between God the Father and God the Son in saving humanity. In th is  

d iv ine  cooperation, C h r is t 's  death on the cross brought peace and recon

c i l i a t i o n .  He is  our peace w ith the Father. See Great Controversy, 

pp. 416, 417; Patr ia rchs and Prophets, p. 63; and study Ps 110:1-4 

and Eph 2:14, 16, 17.

FOR REFLECTION AND DISCUSSION: In the d i f fe re n t  leve ls  o f our church

leadership, do we experience th is  harmony, th is  counsel o f peace in 

working together fo r  the Lord? How do pastors and adm in istra tors work 

harmoniously together to  bu ild  up C h r is t 's  Body? How do academics, 

evangelis ts , medical p ro fess iona ls , church members, and others cooperate 

together in u n ity  and peace to advance the Kingdom o f  God? Do they?

Why and why not?
He can also be compared to Melchizedek who combined the two

functions o f p r ie s t /k in g :  "L ike Melchizedek, who held the double o f f ic e

o f p r ie s t  and k ing (Luke 1:32, 33; Heb 5 :5 , 6, 10; 7 :1 , 2, 15-17; 8 :1 , 

2 ) , Chris t would be p r ie s t  and would eventually  ascend to  the throne 

o f h is fa ther David (see Ps 110:1-4). At the time o f His f i r s t  advent 

C hris t q u a l i f ie d  to serve as High P r ies t in the heavenly sanctuary 

(2 :17 ), to remove men's sins and transform th e i r  characters. At His
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second advent He w i l l  come to  re ign over them as king (see on Matt 

25:31)" (SPA Bible Commentary, 4:1099).

What does the phrase " th a t  are fa r  o f f "  re fe r to? Zech 6:15? 

Compare w ith  Eph 2:13, 17; Acts 2:39; 1 Pet 2 :3 -5 .

ILLUMINATION:

In the Scriptures the f ig u re  o f the erection  of a temple is  
frequently  used to  i l l u s t r a t e  the b u ild in g  of the  church. 
Zechariah re fe rs  to  C hr is t as the Branch th a t should b u ild  the 
temple o f the Lord. He speaks o f  the Gentiles as helping in  the 
work: "They th a t are fa r  o f f  sha ll come and bu ild  in  the temple 
o f the Lord' . . . "  (Acts o f  the Apostles, p. 595)

What is  the s ign if ica nce  o f  the cond it iona l " i f "  in  Zech 6:15?

The Jews might have formed the nucleus o f  God's s p i r i t u a l  house. 
However, the promises made to  them were c o n d it io n a l,  as is here 
c le a r ly  pointed o u t.  Nevertheless, despite man's f a i lu r e ,  God's 
purposes w i l l  move s te a d ily  forward and w i l l  be accomplished through 
those from every nation who c o n s t i tu te  His s p ir i tu a l  house today. 
(SPA B ib le  Commentary, 4:1100)

SUMMARY: This lesson as a whole is  t o t a l l y  involved w ith  C hris t as

the Servant Branch and the Man Branch. I t  s ig n i f i c a n t ly  covers His 

work o f redemption and re s to ra t io n .  He is  the one who removes our 

g u i l t  and gives peace and s e c u r i ty .  He is  the one who builds the 

Kingdom o f God in us through His presence and power and p e r fe c t ly  

combines the two o f f ic e s  o f P r ies t /K in g  in the d iv ine  plan o f  God to  

| reconcile  and restore humanity unto h imself.

| APPLICATION
|

| 1. What s im i la r i t ie s  do we have w ith  the ch ild ren  o f Israe l
t
I
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and th e i r  s p i r i tu a l  cond it ion  symbolized by the dry stump and barren 

land?

2. What is  the only so lu t ion  to  s p ir i tu a l  deadness?

3. Has the Branch-Christ sprung up in my l i f e ?

4. How am I co n tr ibu t in g  to  the bu ild ing  up of the Body o f 

C h r is t—His temple in my d a i ly  l i f e  and witness?

5. How can my church grow in to  a f r u i t f u l  tree  fo r  the Lord

drawing the ones who are fa r  o f f  by i t s  shade and nourishing them by

i t s  f r u i ts ?
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b. The fou r d o n 't 's  (7 :10 ; 8 :17).

c .  Fasts turned in to  feas ts  (8 :19).

4. The Response o f  the People (7:11, 12).

a. Shoulder: stubborn (7 :1 1 ) .

b. Ears: stopped (7 :11 ).

c . Hearts: adamant stone (7 :12).

5. God's Chastisement (7 :12 -14 ).

INTRODUCTION: This lesson presents us w ith  a profound encounter between 

God and His people re la t in g  to t h e i r  e th ica l behavior and the re l ig io n  

o f  the heart. True re l ig io n  is more than a fo rm a li ty  or a r i t u a l  to  

hide behind. I t  is not s a t is f ie d  merely with the le t t e r  o f the law, 

but i t  goes to  the s p i r i t  o f  the law, to  the true motives. True r e l ig 

ion is  not and never was intended to  be an end in i t s e l f ,  but i t  is  to  

bring about w i l l in g  obedience and e th ic a l  reformation insp ired by gen

uine love to  God. Fasting in th is  lesson became a r i t u a l  behind which 

God's people h id . Fasting was intended to  focus th e i r  a t te n t io n  on 

God; un fortunate ly  i t  became se lf -ce n te re d .

The In q u iry  o f Bethel (Zech. 7:1-3)

Why was a delegation from Bethel sent to Jerusalem?

Zech 7:2, 3.

The RSV renders a more accurate t ra n s la t io n  from the Hebrew o f 

the be th - 'e l  phrase in 7 :2 . The opening words o f the verse read l i t 

e r a l ly  from the Hebrew, "and Bethel se n t ,"  re fe r r in g  very l i k e l y  to  

the people o f  the town o f  Bethel. Of course, the name Bethel, l ik e
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other Hebrew names, has a meaning which in  th is  case is  the "house o f 

God," as found in the KJV re n d i t io n .

Bethel was located about twelve miles to  the north  o f Jerusalem. 

The delegation from tha t town came to  Jerusalem when the rebu ild ing  o f 

| the Temple was well advanced. They came, i t  is  s ta ted , fo r  two reasons: 

(1) "To pray before the Lord" and (2) to  ask i f  they should continue 

to  mourn and fa s t in the f i f t h  month (7 :2 , 3 ) .  From God's response, 

j  one wonders how sincere they were in en tre a t in g  the favor o f the Lord.
i

The verb "to  pray" is  tra n s la te d  from the Hebrew chalah, which l i t e r a l l y  

means to  become weak, or s in k .  In t h is  context i t  is  used to  convey 

supp lica t ion , pleasing God, and en trea t ing  His favor. We need to  keep 

in mind also th a t Bethel was the headquarters o f the re l ig io u s  r i v a l r y
Ii

w ith  Jerusalem from the o ld  northern Kingdom.

| What is  the s ig n if ica n ce  o f the f i f t h  month mentioned in

j Zech 7:3?

Several fas ts  were in i t i a t e d  during the Exile  to  f a l l  in  the 

fo u r th ,  f i f t h ,  seventh, and tenth months to  commemorate the t ra g ic  

events tha t took place. Study the chart below to  learn what each fa s t  

reca lled  and i t s  B ib l ic a l  references.

God's Response (Zech 7:4-7)

God responds to the question o f the Bethel delegation by asking 

three questions o f  His own. These questions were intended to  c l a r i f y  

the issues and s t r ip  naked human pre tentions in order to  focus on the 

t r u th .  The real issue was not fa s t in g ,  but m o ra l i ty ;  not mourning and 

outward show, but a converted heart th a t  seeks to  obey God. Also,
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FASTS

The Fast Month The Event Commemorated References

The fourth The breaching o f  Jerusalem's 2 Kgs 25:3;
wal 1 Jer 9:2-4

The f i f t h The destruction  o f Jerusalem 2 Kgs 25:8-9;
(586 B.C.) Jer 25:13; c f .

Zech 18:19

The seventh The murder o f Gedaliah 2 Kgs 25:25;
Jer 41:1-2

The tenth The beginning o f  the siege 2 Kgs 25:1

God's questions were intended to  cause His people to  th ink  and re f le c t  

on th e i r  actions and to  examine th e i r  real motives fo r  routine re lig io u s  

behavior.

What was God's f i r s t  question, and to  whom was i t  directed? 

Zech 7:5.

I t  is evident from God's f i r s t  question tha t the subject at 

hand involved not only the people o f Bethel but " a l l  the people o f the 

land" inc lud ing  the p r ie s ts .  God was concerned fo r  the whole nation 

and i t s  preoccupation w ith  fas ts , t r a d i t io n s ,  and r i tu a ls  th a t were 

i n i t ia te d  by men and not by God. These m an -in it ia ted  r i t u a ls  were 

se lf-centered  and did not lead to  genuine repentance from the sins 

tha t brought about the calam ities in the f i r s t  p lace.

I t  is in te re s t in g  to note God's use o f the personal pronoun 

"me" re in forced by "even to  me." The whole focus o f any act o f worship

Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.



127

must always be God; and the use o f  "me" and "even to  me" is  very em

phatic  in po in t ing  out t h is  f a c t .  Any re l ig io u s  a c t,  be i t  a fa s t ,  a 

sacrament, or whatever must be God-centered and must lead people to a 

c lo se r ,  more in t im ate  re la t io n s h ip  w ith Him. Otherwise, i t  is  f u t i l e  

and empty.

ILLUMINATION:

A cold, legal re l ig io n  can never lead souls to  C h r is t ;  fo r  i t  
is  a love less, C hr is t le ss  re l ig io n .  When fas tings  and prayers 
are practiced in a s e l f - j u s t i f y in g  s p i r i t ,  they are abominable 
to  God. The solemn assembly fo r  worship, the round o f re l ig io u s  
ceremonies, the external h u m il ia t io n , the imposed s a c r i f ic e ,  
a l l  proclaim to  the world  the testimony tha t the doer o f these 
th ings considers h im se lf as righteous. These th ings c a l l  a t te n 
t io n  to the observer o f r igorous du t ies , saying, th is  man is  
e n t i t le d  to  heaven, but i t  is  a l l  a deception. Works w i l l  not 
buy fo r us an entrance in to  heaven. The one great o f fe r in g  
tha t has been made is  ample fo r  a l l  who w i l l  be lieve . (MS 
154, 1897)

FOR REFLECTION: As I examine my re l ig io u s  p rac tices , are they C hr is t-

centered? Are they genuine outward signs of an inner s p i r i t u a l  ex

perience with God? Do they lead me to  be absorbed w ith God, or with 

se lf?  Do they g lo r i f y  God or se lf?

What was God's second question? What two a c t i v i t ie s  did He 

re fe r  to? What s im i la r i t ie s  e x is t  between Zech 7:6 and 1 Cor 11:20-22?

I t  is  apparent from Zech 7:6 tha t the fa s t in g  and the mourning 

of God's people involved ea ting  and d r ink in g . I t  may have also involved 

gorging themselves ju s t  before and a f te r  the fa s t .  They ate and drank 

and fasted fo r  themselves and not fo r  God. The pronouns "me," re fe r r in g  

to  God, and "yourselves" in vss. 5 and 6 point out very g la r in g ly  the 

Is ra e l i t e s '  se lf-centeredness in contrast w ith God-centeredness. "Why
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have we fas ted , and thou seest i t  not? Why have we humbled ourselves,

and thou takest no knowledge o f i t?  Behold, in the day o f your fas t

you seek your own p leasure . . . (Isa 58:3).

The outward signs o f  fa s t ing  and prayer, w ithout a broken and con
t r i t e  s p i r i t ,  are o f no value in God's s ig h t .  The inward work of 
grace is  needed. Humilia tion o f the soul is  e sse n t ia l .  God looks 
upon t h i s .  He w i l l  graciously receive those who w i l l  humble th e i r  
hearts before Him. (E llen G. White Comments, SDA Bible Commentary, 
4:1150)

FOR STUDY AND REFLECTION: Study Jesus' teaching regarding fas t ing  and

ask yo u rse lf  i f  you are carry ing out your church a c t i v i t ie s  as unto

God or unto man. What d if fe rence  in the q u a l i ty  o f your l i f e  and w i t 

ness w i l l  doing such a c t i v i t i e s  as unto God make? Which is  more impor

ta n t to you persona lly , God's recognition or man's recogn ition  and 

prai se?

What was God's th i r d  question and what is  the s p i r i tu a l  s ig 

n if icance  o f  hearing His words in the context o f fas ting?  Zech 7:7.

Before the E x i le  when "Jerusalem was inhabited and in prosper

i t y , "  God in His mercy sent messages o f  warning and counsel to  avert 

such ca lam ities as those tha t took p lace. Through His prophets He 

commanded mercy, j u s t ic e ,  and kindness to  the poor and he lp less. I t  

was the re s u lt  of the ch ild ren  o f Is rae l ignoring these counsels that 

misfortunes b e fe l l  them re su lt in g  in seasons o f mourning, weeping, and 

fas ting  in commemorating such m isfortunes. They ignored the important 

fa c t  tha t what God wanted was fo r  them to  hear and obey His words focus

ing on Him and what He can do, not on themselves and th e i r  m isfortunes.

This leads us to  compare eating and dr ink ing  fo r  one's s e l f  in
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Zech 7:6 with hearing the words o f the Lord in the fo llow ing  verse 

(7 :7 ) .  True fa s t in g  and tru e  eating in a s p i r i tu a l  sense are fa s t in g  

from eating men's words and se lf-centered  ideas, and hearing or eating 

God's words. Jeremiah describes the experience of eating the word o f 

the Lord: "Thy words were found, and I did eat them; and thy word was

unto me the jo y  and re jo ic in g  o f mine heart . . . "  (Jer 15:16). See 

also Ezek 3:1-3.

ILLUMINATION:

A l l  the fa s t in g  in the world w i l l  not take the place o f simple 
t r u s t  in the word o f God. 'A sk , ' He says, ‘ and ye shall 
re ce ive . ' . . . You are not ca lled  upon to fas t fo r ty  days.
The Lord bore th a t  fa s t fo r  you in  the wilderness o f temptation. 
There would be no v i r tu e  in such a fa s t ,  but there is  v ir tu e  
in  the blood o f  C h r is t . "  (Counsels on D ie t and Foods, p. 189)

The fa s t in g  which the word o f  God enjoins is  something more 
than a form. I t  does not consis t merely in  re fusing food, in wear
ing sackcloth, in  s p r in k l in g  ashes upon the head. He who fas ts  in 
real sorrow fo r  sin w i l l  never court d isp lay .

The ob jec t o f the fa s t  which God c a l ls  upon us to  keep is  not 
to  a f f l i c t  the body fo r  the sin o f the sou l, but to  a id us in per
ce iv ing  the grievous character o f s in ,  in  humbling the heart before 
God and rece iv in g  His pardoning grace." (Thoughts from the Mount 
o f  Blessing, p. 87)

What "former prophets" can Zechariah be re fe r r in g  to in 7 :7, 

and what counsels d id God give through them? Summarize in your own 

words the counsel o f  each o f  these prophets.

1 Samuel 15:22 

Isaiah 1:10-17; 58:3-7 

Jeremiah 25:3-9 

Joel 2:12, 13 

Amos 5:21-24
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God's Exhortation (Zech 7:8-10; 8:16-19)

Study the fo llow ing  diagram o f the four do's and d o n ' t 's  of 

God's exhorta t ion  as found in Zech 7.

God's Exhortation

Do's Reference Don't 's Reference

1. Execute  t ru e  
judgement

7:9 1. Oppress not the 
widow, fa th e r 
less , s tranger, 
and poor

7:10

2. Show mercy and 
compassion

7:9 2. Imagine not evil 
in  you r heart 
a g a in s t  y o u r  
brother

7:10

3. Speak the tru th 8:16 3. Imagine not evil 
a g a in s t  yo u r  
neighbor

8:17

4. E x e c u te  th e  
judgem ent o f 
t ru th  and peace

8:16 4. Love not fa lse 
oath

8:17

I t  is  important to  note from the chart th a t God not only says 

what we should not do but a lso what we should do. He s ta r ts  His exhor

ta t io n  w ith the p o s it ive  do's before He mentions the d o n ' t 's .  I t  is 

ne ithe r enough nor productive to t e l l  people what is wrong without 

g iv ing  them a way out. They need po s it ive  th ings to  do to replace the 

negative th ings they did before. God not only t e l l s  us what the problem 

is  but He shows us the so lu t ion  to meet tha t p a r t ic u la r  problem.
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FOR REFLECTION: In examining my re la t io n sh ip s  with my fam ily  members,

f r ie n d s ,  and colleagues, where do I place myself on a scale o f do 's 

and d o n 't 's ?

What does i t  mean to  execute true  judgment? Zech 7:9; 8:16.

I t  is  a great blessing in th is  world to  f ind  a person who is  

f a i r ,  j u s t ,  and not p a r t ia l  or a respecter o f persons. Such f ine  qua l

i t i e s  are g reatly  needed and appreciated, espec ia lly  in leaders who 

have to  deal with o thers. Indeed, true  re l ig io n  is manifested in such 

q u a l i t ie s .

To execute true  judgment is  to  have the moral courage to uphold 

the r ig h t  without p a r t i a l i t y ,  ir re sp e c t ive  o f how high or  low the pos i

t ions  o f the ind iv idua ls  with whom we are dea ling . Such true judgment, 

based on t r u th ,  on fa c ts ,  and on considering the d i f fe re n t  aspects o f 

a s i tu a t io n ,  leads to  peace (8 :16).

What re la t ion sh ip  does preaching the t ru th  and speaking the 

t ru th  to  one's neighbor have in common? Zech 8:16.

What thoughts cross our minds when we hear the word “ t r u th "

mentioned in our churches? We hear many such statements: "We have

the t r u th . "  "We preach the t r u th . "  "He has accepted the t r u th . "  Of

course, what we have in  mind is  the great body o f B ib le  teachings fo r

these la s t  days. Our church is  g re a t ly  blessed to have and preach 

such teachings, but we must remember th a t the t ru th  involves more than 

th i s .  To possess the tru th  means to have the Truth par excellence, 

Jesus C h r is t ,  possess us and change our l iv e s  to  be more l ik e  His. To 

possess the t ru th  is  to be t r u th fu l  in  our words and ac t ions . I t  is
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being true  and honest in our dealings w ith  others. I t  is  being men 

and women of in te g r i t y  who keep th e ir  word, who say what they mean, 

and mean what they say. I f  we possess the t ru th  in the mind and in 

the heart by the indw e ll ing  C h r is t ,  we w i l l  experience th is  verse in 

our l iv e s :  "Speak ye every man the t ru th  to  his neighbor" (Zech 8:16).

I t  means speaking the same th ing  from the mouth and heart.

ILLUMINATION:

How often p r ide , passion, personal resentment co lo r the impres
sion given! A glance, a word, even an in tonation o f  the voice, 
may be v i ta l  w ith  falsehood. Even fac ts  may be so stated as 
to  convey a fa lse  impression. And 'whatsoever is  more than1 
t r u th ,  ' i s  o f the e v i l  one.' Everything that C hris t ians  do 
should be as transparent as the s u n l ig h t . Truth is  o f God; 
deception, in every one o f i t s  myriad forms, is o f  Satan; and 
whoever in any way departs from the s t ra ig h t  l in e  of t r u th  is 
betraying himself in to  the power o f the wicked one. . . .  We 
cannot speak the t ru th  unless our minds are co n t inu a l ly  guided 
by Him who is t r u th .  (Thoughts from the Mount o f B lessing, p. 
68 )

Compare God's exhorta t ion  in  Zech 7 :9 , 10; 8:16, 17 w ith  Jesus' 

Sermon on the Mount in Matt 5. What is the p r in c ip le  element tha t 

they have in common?

God goes beyond the l e t t e r  o f the law to the heart and the 

s p i r i t  o f the law. Both the Zechariah and Matthew references go beyond 

the surface and deeper in to  the real motives and in te n t io n s  o f the 

heart. That is the level God looks a t ,  " fo r  the Lord seeth not as a 

man seeth; fo r  man looketh on the outward appearance, but the Lord 

looketh on the heart" (1 Sam 16:7b). Oppressing not the widow, fa the r

less , s tranger, and poor, and imagining not e v i l  in one's heart against 

one's brother or neighbor are the crux of the heart re l ig io n  and not
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the appearance re l ig io n —such as the outward show o f mourning and fa s t 

ing . To be kind to  strangers and to  widows goes beyond the l im i t s  o f 

legal duty. The way we re la te  to such people shows what we are l ik e  

inwardly. In the inward l i f e  and in the imaginations o f the heart 

e v i l ,  murder, and adultery are committed.

What does God hate? Zech 8:17.

The extent o f God's intense hatred fo r  s in  is  as intense as 

his love fo r  righteousness. He even gave His Son Jesus to r id  his 

people o f the sin He hates. He espec ia lly  hates s in  when man t r ie s  to 

pretend i t  is not s in ; when man camouflages hypocrisy as righteous

deeds. He declares, in Isa 1:14, "Your new moons and your appointed

feasts my soul hates; they have become a burden to  me; I am weary o f 

bearing them."

False oaths or perju ry  in legal matters was a common sin at

tha t time. I t  is  p a r t ic u la r ly  o ffensive to  God because i t  is committed 

against one's conscience and God, in whose name the oath is taken.

ILLUMINATION:

Oath-taking was common among them. Through Moses they had been 
forbidden to  swear fa ls e ly ,  but they had many devices fo r  fre e 
ing themselves from the ob liga t ion  imposed by an oath. They 
did not fear in  what was re a l ly  p ro fa n ity ,  nor d id they shrink 
from perju ry  so long as i t  was ve iled by some techn ica l evasion 
of the law." (Mount o f B lessing, p. 66)

But i f  there is  anyone who can co n s is ten t ly  t e s t i f y  under oath, 
i t  is  the C hr is t ian . He l ives  constantly  as in the presence of 
God, knowing th a t every thought is  open to the eyes o f Him w ith  
whom we have to  do. . . .

Jesus proceeded to lay down a p r in c ip le  th a t would make oath- 
tak ing needless. He teaches tha t the exact t r u th  should be the 
law o f the speech. 'Le t your speech be, Yea, yea; Nay, nay: and
whatsoever is  more than these is o f the e v i l  one.'
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These words condemn a l l  those meaningless phrases and exp le tives 
tha t border on p ro fa n ity .  They condemn the deceptive compliments. 
the evasion o f t r u t h , the f la t te r in g  phrases, the exaggerations, 
the misrepresentations in trade tha t are current in socie ty and in 
the business world . They teach tha t no one who t r ie s  to appear 
what he is  n o t , or whose words do not convey the real sentiment o f 
his heart, can be caI led t r u t h f u l ."  ( I b id . ,  pp. 67, 68—emphasis 
supplied)

Compare Zech 8:16, 17 w ith  (1) Ps 24:3, 4; (2) Isa 1:17; and 

(3) Micah 6:8 re la t in g  to  God's moral requirements o f man (see diagram).

Ps 24:3, 4 Isa 1:17 Micah 6:8 Zech 8:16, 17

1. Clean hands 1. Learn to  do 
good

1. Do ju s t ly 1. Speak the 
t ru th

2. Pure heart 2. Seek jus tice 2. Love mercy 2. E xe cu te  
judgment of 
t r u t h  and 
peace

3. No falsehood 3. Correct op 3. Walk humbly 3. Don't imag-
or van ity pression w ith  God i n e e v i l  

i n  y o u r  
heart

4. No swearing 4. Defend the 4. No f a l s e
decei t f u l  ly

5.

fa the r less

P lead  f o r  
the widow

oath

What s p i r i tu a l  im p l ica t ion s  are there in God's changing th e i r  

fasts in to  feasts o f gladness, and how does th a t re la te  to lov ing t r u th  

and peace? Zech 8:19.

God wants h is people to  th ink  of his mercy and the re s to ra t ion  

of the temple and Jerusalem, and not to dwell on his wrath and the
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destruction  o f  th e i r  kingdom. A f te r  a l l ,  He was with them and the 

temple and Jerusalem were well on th e i r  way to being completely r e b u i l t .  

Why then commemorate destruc tion  while  b u ild ing  was taking place? I t  

was time to  obey the word o f  the Lord and to ce lebrate his goodness in 

th e i r  beha lf. These fa s t  days which reminded them o f past ca lam ities 

must serve now to  remind them o f  the wise and lov ing  ways in  which God 

has dealt w ith  them and how th e i r  re la t io n sh ip  w ith Him has been 

strengthened as a re s u l t .

I f  they love t ru th  and peace, and i f  they occupy themselves 

w ith  what is  ju s t  and r ighteous, then that w i l l  take care o f the sad 

memories o f the past and w i l l  transform them in to  happy occasions which 

were used by God to draw them c loser to  Himself.

Truth

Note the t r ia n g le  o f the three v ir tues  o f  t r u th ,  j u s t ic e ,  and 

peace discussed in th is  lesson. The moral world stands on these three

p r in c ip le s ,  and in th a t order. We must always s ta r t  w ith  the t ru th .

Truth leads to  ju s t ic e ;  and where there is  ju s t ic e  and righteous judg

ment, there is  peace. Then, ju s t  as we hate falsehood and e v i l ,  we

must love, pursue, and seek t ru th  and peace. The great m otiva tion  fo r  

speaking fo r  t ru th  and being peacemakers is  love. In p ra c t ic in g  t ru th ,  

ju s t ic e ,  and peace we experience joy  and gladness.
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--Truth

Love <
X

X

• Peace

FOR REFLECTION: Do I keep rehearsing and " fa s t in g "  in  commemoration

o f  the unfortunate experiences in my past, which were caused by my own 

disobedience? Is brooding over my past ca lam ities  or blaming others 

and circumstances fo r  them becoming an excuse fo r  me not to hear the

voice o f God today and obey his e th ica l commands?

ILLUMINATION:

Nothing tends more to  promote health  o f  body and o f soul than 
does a s p i r i t  o f g ra t i tu de  and p ra ise . I t  is  a p o s it iv e  duty 
to  re s is t  melancholy, discontented thoughts and fee lings--as  
much a duty as i t  is  to  pray. I f  we are heaven-bound, how can 
we go as a band o f mourners, groaning and complaining a l l  along 
the way to  our Father's  house?

I t  is  a law o f nature tha t our thoughts and fee lings  are en
couraged and strengthened as we give them utterance. (M in is try  o f  
Healing, p. 251)

The Response o f the People (Zech 7:11, 12)

What are the three actions mentioned in Zech 7:11, 12 that are 

associated w ith  three parts  o f  the human body?

What is  the s ign if icance  of p u l l in g  away the shoulder and stopp

ing the ears, and how does tha t lead to  a hardening o f  the heart?

Zech 7:11-12.
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People''s Response to  God's Exhortation

The part o f the body The action Reference

1. Shoulder Pulled away 7:11

2. Ears Stopped 7:11

3. Hearts Made l i k e  adamant 7:12

In Zech 7:11, 12 we notice tha t the phraseology leads progres

s ive ly  to a climax. F i r s t ,  the people did not hearken and cooperate, 

showing a very negative a t t i tu d e .  Second, they pu lled  away the shoulder 

o r ,  in other words, they turned a stubborn shoulder (see Hos 4:16), 

l ik e  an ox tha t stubborn ly p u lls  away from the yoke to  be placed on 

i t s  neck. Not hearkening to God's voice leads to stubbornness and 

to ta l  disrespect fo r  the messages o f God, and th a t ,  in tu rn ,  leads to 

c los ing completely the ears to the voice o f  God and destroying the 

chance o f being influenced by Him. Then w ith  t im e, the heart becomes 

hardened l ik e  a stone, even a very hard stone. The word "adamant" is 

trans la ted  from the Hebrew shamir, which re fers  to  a stone o f exceeding 

hardness. The people d e l ib e ra te ly  chose to ignore God and be i n d i f 

fe ren t to  Him so tha t His strongest appeal could not soften and pene

t ra te  th e i r  stony hearts. Gradually and progress ive ly  they separated 

themselves t o t a l l y  from Him. And here, God, in  His love, is  reminding 

His people, the returned e x i le s ,  o f the reasons why calam ities be fe ll 

them before and how they should learn  from the h is to ry  of t h e i r  fathers 

and open th e i r  hearts to  Him. The Exile  would have been unnecessary
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i f  t h e i r  fo re fa thers  had obeyed Him; but i t  became essentia l to awaken 

in them and th e i r  ch ild ren a f te r  them a moral reformation.

What is  the only so lu t io n  to  the stony heart? Ezek 11:19, 20; 

18:31; 36:26, 27. Study and compare these th ree  references from Ezekiel 

re la t in g  to the new heart o f  f lesh  and the new s p i r i t .

God's Chastisement (Zech 7:12-14)

A true fa s t  resu lts  in  open communication between God and His 

people; on the other hand, a se lf-centered  fa s t  resu lts  in  the breakdown 

o f th a t communication. In th is  context, compare and contras t Zech

7:13 and Isa 58:9.

Zech. 7:13 

Isa. 58:9

THINK IT THROUGH: Am I hearkening to  God's voice and heeding His coun

sel? Is my heart softened by His appeals? Am I p u l l in g  away the

shoulder, c los ing my ears, and, as a re s u l t ,  hardening my heart? Why?

What should I do about i t  and when?

FURTHER STUDY AND MEDITATION: Read E. G. W hite 's  comments on the Sermon

on the Mount in Thoughts on the Mount o f B less ing , pp. 9-88.

SUMMARY: The only acceptable fa s t  before God, and the only one th a t  

promotes a genuine re la t io n sh ip  w ith  God, is  the one tha t is  God-cen

tered and not se lf-cen te red , the one that rends our hearts and not our

garments, and the one tha t leads us to submit to the yoke, opens our
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ears to  hear and obey God's voice, and changes our stony hearts to 

hearts o f f le sh .

APPLICATION

1. Is the baptismal serv ice , communion service . . . becoming an 

end in  i t s e l f  fo r me? Do I experience the presence o f God in such 

services?

2. Am I so meticulous about ce r ta in  small th ings in my C hris t ian  

l i f e  th a t I bypass the w eigh tier matters o f the law?

3. Do I major in minor th ings , and minor in major things?

4. Does the in te n s i ty  o f my love fo r  t r u th ,  ju s t ic e ,  and peace 

match my hate fo r  e v i l?

5. How do I react to  the sometime popular philosophy—doing wrong 

is  okay i f  you don 't get caught; and tha t ge tt ing  caught is  stup id and 

even is  the same, i f  not worse, than the crime i t s e l f ?
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LESSON 9

MESSAGES OF HOPE

THIS WEEK'S STUDY: Zechariah 8:1-23.

MEMORY TEXT: "Thus sa ith  the Lord; I am returned unto Z ion, and
w i l l  dwell in  the midst o f Jerusalem: and Jerusalem shall be ca lled  
a c i ty  o f t ru th ;  and the mountain o f the Lord o f hosts the holy 
mountain" (Zechariah 8 :3 ) .

CENTRAL THOUGHT: Our God is  a God o f hope who pledges His word and

Himself to f u l f i l l  His promises in .our beha lf. Our hope is  b u i l t  on 

His so lid  word and promises tha t culminate in Him being our God and we 

His people.

OVERVIEW: (see chart on next page)

INTRODUCTION: Zechariah, as the mouthpiece o f God, gives the delegation 

from Bethel and a l l  the leaders and people of Israe l an o p t im is t ic  

portraya l o f ju s t  what Jerusalem w i l l  be. In His love and anxiousness 

fo r  His people to respond to  His e th ica l exhortation and to  experience 

re s to ra t io n , He paints a b eau t ifu l  p ic tu re  o f what w i l l  happen i f  they 

obey. He hopes that such promises o f hope w i l l  encourage them to  re turn  

to  Him completely.

These messages o f  hope consist o f ten promises, each introduced 

by the formula "Thus sa ith  the Lord o f hosts ,"  except in the case o f 

the second message in 8:3 where the words "of hosts" are not found.

140
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Zech 8:1-23—Ten Messages o f Hope

Message Reference

1. The F irs t  Message: God's great jealousy. 8:2

2. The Second Message: God's presence among His people. 8:3

3. The Third Message: Jerusalem, the c i ty  o f peace 
and joy . 8 :4 , 5

4. The Fourth Message: The God o f the impossible. 8:6

5. The F i f th  Message: God w i l l  save and gather His 
Covenant people.

8 :7 , 8

6. The Sixth Message: "Let your hands be s trong ." 8:9-13

7. The Seventh Message: God's ca l l  fo r  social
righteousness.

8:14-17

8. The Eighth Message: Mournful fa s ts  w i l l  become 
cheerful fa s ts .

8:18, 19

9. The Ninth Message: The powerful a t t ra c t io n  o f  gen
uine r e l ig io n .

8:20-22

10. The Tenth Message: "God is  w ith  you." 8:23

Even the ten promises as a whole are int roduced by,  "Again the word o f

the Lord o f hosts came to  me saying" (8 :1 ) .  I t  is  very evident tha t 

the chapter under study th is  week, chap. 8, is  packed thoroughly w ith  

the Lord's own words and sayings. In every one o f  the ten promises He 

pledges His words and Himself fo r  i t s  f u l f i l lm e n t .  That re p e t i t io n

c le a r ly  ind icates the c e r ta in ty  and trus tw orth iness o f His word.

This week we study each o f these ten messages o f hope. L e t 's  ap

propria te  these messages in to  our l iv e s  as we prepare ourselves and 

others fo r  the second coming o f C hris t and the new Jerusalem. Here we
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are grac ious ly  forewarned by God. Let us not repeat the insubord ination 

o f  Old Israe l in not responding f u l l y  to  God and preparing the world 

fo r  the f i r s t  coming o f  C h r is t .

The F i r s t  Message (Zech 8:2)

What is  the main idea o f the f i r s t  message? What is the dominant 

word in th is  verse, and what is  i t s  s p i r i t u a l  s ign if icance? Zech 8:2.

This d iv in e  jealousy o f God is  fa r  d i f fe re n t  from the human jealousy 

th a t we are acquainted w i th .  We can be jealous o f someone who is  b e tte r  

or has more than we do. But God, i t  goes without saying, is  the best 

and has the most; and He does not get jealous o£ us, ra the r He gets 

jealous fo r  us. His jea lousy fo r  us is  as intense as His love . Zech 

8:2 describes such jealousy as great and fu r io us . I t  is  the expression 

o f His earnestness in His to ta l  commitment and love to  us. I t  is  His 

love and sympathy combined w ith  His r ighteous ind ignation to  draw us 

to  Him, p ro tec t us, and defend us against our foes.

What p ic tu re  emerges in our minds about God when we learn th a t He 

expresses His fee lings f re e ly  toward us— such as His jealousy fo r  us 

th a t is  tremendously intense and f u l l  o f fury?

ILLUSTRATION: Just th in k  o f a loving fa th e r or mother who is  dealing

w ith  th e i r  wayward c h i ld .  They are not a t a l l  passive or in d i f f e r e n t .  

They l i t e r a l l y  cannot s i t  s t i l l ;  they have to do something— they can 

do no less—to  draw him back to  them. Their great love moves them to 

a c t io n . They care and they care passionate ly. This is  a small p ic tu re
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of our heavenly Father's  great love and jea lousy over us, His wayward 

c h i ld re n . What a great Father we have!

ILLUSTRATION: Another i l l u s t r a t i o n  I be lieve paints the opposite p ic 

ture  o f  the one above about lov ing  jea lousy. Once I ta lked  to a young 

nan whose teenage s is te r  was abused by a young man who took advantage 

of her youthfu l foolishness and na ivety. The brother responded in 

to ta l  ind iffe rence  by saying, " I  don 't re a l ly  care what she does w ith  

her l i f e ! "  Well, i t  is  qu ite  obvious tha t he was not jealous fo r  h is 

s is te r .  God is d i f f e r e n t .  He re a l ly  cares what happens to us; and 

that caring jealousy moves Him to  act in our behalf.

NOTE: For more discussion on the word "jea lousy" and other B ib l ic a l

te x ts ,  re fe r  to Lesson Two.

The Second Message (Zech 8:3)

What is  the content o f the second message? What does God promise 

to do fo r  His people? Zech 8 :3 .

The lov ing jealousy of God fo r  His people which we've seen in  the 

f i r s t  message leads Him to  be present and to  dwell in t h e i r  midst 

--as we see in th is  second message. God's love is  never alone. I t  

always seeks togetherness. Notice in the fo l low ing  l i s t  what He does 

in beha lf o f His people (vs. 3):

1. " I  am returned unto Z ion ."

2. "W ill dwell in  the midst o f Jerusalem."

3. "Jerusalem sha ll be ca lled  a c i ty  o f  t r u t h ."

4. "The mountain o f the Lord . . . the holy mountain. "

Dwelling among His people is  God's great desire now and, more p e r fe c t ly ,
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in the earth made new. This theme is  centra l to  the book o f Zechariah 

and the whole B ib le .

FOR REFLECTION: How does i t  make you feel to  know th a t God Himself

longs to  be w ith  you and desires your companionship? How does th a t 

fac t make you feel about God and about yourse lf?

Verse 3 speaks o f  a c i t y  and a mountain. What two ad jectives are 

used to  describe them, and what s p ir i tu a l  s ign if ica nce  do they imply? 

Zech 8 :3 .

The "holy mountain" re fe rs  to  Jerusalem (see Isa 27:13; 66:20). 

So the promised Jerusalem w i l l  be characterized by two important v i r 

tues: t ru th fu ln ess  and ho liness . The word fo r  t ru th  in  Hebrew in

th is  verse is  'emeth which means " s t a b i l i t y , "  " tru s tw o r th in e ss ,"  " f a i t h 

fu ln ess ."  The RSV renders i t  " the  fa i th fu l  c i t y . "

Jerusalem, the kind o f c i t y  God had in mind, w i l l  l i v e  up to  i t s

name. I t s  inhab itants  w i l l  l i v e  the meaning o f  the name—they w i l l  be 

fa i t h fu l  and ho ly . God is  f a i t h f u l  and ho ly ; and when He dwells in 

Jerusalem among His people, they, too , become fa i th fu l  and holy. This

is  a prophecy tha t w i l l  p e r fe c t ly  and u lt im a te ly  be f u l f i l l e d  in the

new Jerusalem.

The Third Message (Zech 8 :4 , 5)

In the previous, second message we discussed a Jerusalem tha t is  

fa i t h fu l  and holy. What two new elements are introduced to  describe 

th a t fu tu re  Jerusalem in th is  t h i r d  message? Zech 8:4, 5.

This message is  about Jerusalem, the c i t y  o f  peace and jo y .  So in
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combining the two ch a ra c te r is t ic s  o f  the second message w ith  the two 

c h a rac te r is t ics  o f th is  t h i r d  message we have fa i th fu ln ess  th a t leads 

to  holiness, holiness th a t  leads to  peace, and peace tha t leads to  

jo y .  What four c h a ra c te r is t ic s !  No wonder Jerusalem w i l l  be new and 

pe rfec t when waywardness, unc leanliness, s t r i f e ,  and mourning w i l l  be 

replaced by fa i th fu ln e s s ,  ho liness, peace, and joy .

ILLUMINATION:

These promises were intended to have "met f u l f i l lm e n t  in large 
measure during the centuries  fo l lo w ing  the re tu rn  of the Is 
ra e l i te s  from the lands o f  th e i r  c a p t iv i t y .  I t  was God's design 
th a t the whole earth be prepared fo r  the f i r s t  advent o f C h r is t ,  
even as today the way is  preparing fo r  His second coming. 
(Prophets and Kings, pp. 703, 704)

Jerusalem 'might have stood fo r th  in the pride o f p ro spe r i ty ,  
the queen o f Kingdoms, free  in the strength of her God-given power 
(DA, p. 577). However, the promises were 'cond it iona l on obedience' 
(PK, p. 704), and Is rae l fa i le d  to f u l f i l l  the d iv ine  purpose. 
(SPA Bible Commentary, 4:1103)

What does the mentioning o f o ld men and women, and young boys 

and g i r l s  s ign ify?  Zech 8 :4 , 5.

In the Bible long l i f e  was considered a supreme blessing (see 

Exod 20:12; Prov 3 :2 ) .  I t  also s ig n i f ie d  a l i f e  free from sickness, 

anx ie ty , and war—going n a tu ra l ly  and dying from good old age. Old 

men re ta in  the v igor o f t h e i r  age (Isa 65:20). Also the boys and g i r ls  

p lay happily in the s t re e ts .  These present a beautifu l p ic tu re  of 

peace and secu r ity—a p ic tu re  o f the two age groups, old and young, 

who are most vulnerable and in need o f  care and peace. They are not 

adequately prepared to  take care o f themselves, and the very fa c t  that

i
i

Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.



146

they are at peace and are happy ind ica tes the ideal s i tu a t io n  o f l i f e  

in Jerusalem.

How is  a c i t y  evaluated? By i t s  t a l l  b u ild in g s , w ealth , tech

nology? Mo, not r e a l l y .  I t  is  measured by how i t  t re a ts  the two groups 

most overlooked—the o ld  and the young. In t h is  technological and 

m a te r ia l is t ic  age, sometimes i t  is easy to ignore the very young and 

p a r t ic u la r ly  the o ld .  Espec ia lly  in  in d u s tr ia l iz e d  so c ie t ie s ,  people 

are often valued by what they can produce. The young and old years 

are usually  non-productive years in terms of earning powers.

FOR REFLECTION: How do I and how does my church re la te  to  the ch ild ren

and the e lde r ly?  Do we provide fo r  them an environment o f peace, jo y ,  

and a sense o f  fu l f i l lm e n t?  Do we encourage th e i r  personal f u l f i l lm e n t ,  

and the use o f th e i r  ta le n ts ,  and do we make them feel worthwhile and 

needed?

The Fourth Message (Zech 8:6)

How do you exp la in  the use o f the word "marvelous" in the fourth

message, and what does i t  re fe r  to? Zech 8:6.

The word "marvelous" comes from the Hebrew word pal a ' . This 

word may have two meanings: To be too d i f f i c u l t  and to he conspicuous

or d i f fe re n t .  P u tt ing  these two meanings together we may say tha t 

Is ra e l 's  lack o f f a i t h ,  in  a sense, made i t  impossible fo r  God to  do 

what He would otherwise have done i f  they had f a i t h .  The meaning is 

th a t nothing is  too d i f f i c u l t  fo r  the Lord (Gen 18:14), fo r  He w i l l  do 

such marvelous th ings as He has never done before. Verse 6 is not

necessarily a question. I t  is  possibly a statement of irony  which,
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fo r  emphasis' sake, could mean that th is  marvelous th ing  is  going to 

be a wonder to  God—God exce ll ing  Himself ( i f  tha t is  ever poss ib le ) .

FOR REFLECTION: Am I l im i t in g  God from doing the seemingly impossible 

and marvelous th ings in my l i f e  because o f the lack o f  f a i th  on my part?

The F i f th  Message (Zech 8:7, 8)

What does God propose to  do fo r  His people according to  Zech

ariah 8 :7, 8 in  the f i f t h  message?

In th is  f i f t h  message about the ingathering o f His covenant

people, God w i l l  do the fo l low ing :

1. He w i l l  save them from the east and the west (8 :7 ) .

2. He w i l l  bring them . . . (8 :8 ) .

3. They sha ll dwell in  the midst o f  Jerusalem (8 :8 ) .

4. They sha ll be His people (8 :8 ) .

5. He w i l l  be th e ir  God in t ru th  and righteousness (8 :8 ) .

The east and the west countries may re fe r  to  Babylon and Persia,

and Egypt and Assyria , respective ly ; but i t  can also s ig n i fy  the whole 

world-froin the land o f the r is in g  sun to  the land o f  the se tt in g  sun. 

This promise w i l l  be f u l f i l l e d  when C hr is t comes and gathers His f a i t h 

fu l ones—s p ir i t u a l  Israel — from the four corners o f  the earth to  in 

h e r i t  the new Jerusalem.

What is  the s ign if icance  of the second part o f Zech 8:8 in

terms o f the covenant re la t ionsh ip  between God and His people?

" .  . . and they sha ll be my people, and I w i l l  be t h e i r  God, in t ru th  

and in righteousness." Here God pledges th a t  the covenant re la t io nsh ip
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w i l l  be renewed on the only basis i t  can succeed. This covenant re la 

t io nsh ip  w i l l  be mutual and re c ip ro ca l.  God always keeps his part o f 

the agreement. He is  always true  and righteous in  His dealings w ith  

us. I t  a l l  depends on our response. W il l  we be f a i t h f u l  and righ teous, 

too? "My people" and " th e i r  God" must always be together in th is  new 

covenant: God w i l l  be true  to  His people and perform acts o f  r igh teous

ness fo r  them, and His people w i l l  also be true to  Him and he righteous 

w ith  Him and each other.

The S ix th  Message (8:9-13)

How does th is  message begin and how does i t  end? What words

are used? Zech 8 :9 , 13.

STUDY AND ANALYZE: Verse 11 makes the t ra n s i t io n  l in e  between the

past and the present where God reverses the negative conditions to 

p o s it iv e  ones. Analyze such a t ra n s i t io n  o f conditions keeping God's 

words in mind to  be strong and not to be a f ra id .  Zech 8:9-13 (see

chart on fo l lo w ing  page).

This s ix th  message begins and ends on very encouraging words 

from God to  be strong and not to  be a f ra id .  God helped them over the 

t e r r i b le  condit ion  th a t ex is ted before when the temple foundation was 

la id ,  and He is  going to help up to the time of i t s  completion. God's 

words o f hope and encouragement came a t a great time o f need when 

courage and hope were needed. And when we are courageous, hopeful, 

and strong in the Lord, we w i l l  become a b lessing, not a curse among 

the nations.
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Zech 8:9-13

The Components o f the Sixth Message When Reference

1 . I n t r o d u c t io n :  Le t your hands be 
strong

Now 8:9

2. The words o f the  prophets Haggai 
and Zechariah

Temple foun
dation la id

8:9

3. S ca rc ity  of m a te r ia ls ,  money, food. 
Poverty

Time o f 
inac t ion

8:10; 
(Ezra 4)

4. External o p p o s it io n --h o s t i le  
nei ghbors

I I  II 8:10

5. In te rn a l d issension—among themselves I I  I I 8:10

6. God reverses co nd it io ns—new state 
o f  a f f a i r s

Now 8:11

7. The remnant w i l l  have plenty o f food:
a) The seed sha ll be prosperous;
b) The vine sha ll  give her f r u i t ;
c) The ground sh a ll  give her 

increase;
d) The hearers s h a l l  g ive th e i r  

dew.

Now 8:12

8. Is rae l and Judah no more a curse but 
God wi 11 save them and make them a 
b lessing

Now 8:13

9. Conclusion: Fear no t, but l e t  your 
hands be strong

Now 8:13

FOR REFLECTION: At times when adverse cond it ions  assa il us from a l l

d ire c t io n s ,  do we be lieve  tha t God can and is  w i l l i n g  to  reverse such 

conditions? Do we experience at these times courage, hope, and strength 

in Him?
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The Seventh Message (8:14-17)

What were God's thoughts toward the fa thers and His thoughts now 

toward Israe l and Judah in Zechariah's time? Zech 8:14, 15.

What do these three references have in common with each other? 

Zech 8:14, 15; Zech 1:16, 17; Jer 31:28.

In th is  seventh message God begins by assuring His people o f wanting 

to do good unto them and t e l l i n g  them not to  be a fra id  fo r  He is  w ith 

them. He does th is  before He c a l ls  them fo r  socia l righteousness. 

Only as God remains ac tive  in our l iv e s  g iv ing  us courage and hope can 

we f u l f i l l  His moral and e th ica l demands. He is  always w i l l in g  to be 

ac tive  in our l iv e s  i f  we le t  Him.

NOTE: For a complete discussion o f  th is  seventh message and God's

c a ll  fo r  righteousness and re form ation, please re fe r  to Lesson E ight.

The Eighth Message (8:18-19)

NOTE: For the discussion of th is  e ighth message o f hope, the mes

sage o f tu rn ing  mournful fasts  in to  cheerful feas ts , re fe r to  Lesson 

Eight.

The Ninth Message (8:20-22)

What is  the main idea in th is  n in th  message? Was the promise f u l 

f i l l e d  in the h is to ry  o f p o s t-e x h i l ic  Is rae l?  Zech 8:20-22.

The main thought in th is  message re la tes  to the powerful a t t ra c 

t ion  of genuine re l ig io n .  When C h r is t  abides in the heart, He d if fuses  

love and power th a t a t t ra c ts  others who come in touch with us to  Him. 

Like the s a l t ,  we make them th i r s t y  fo r  what we have; and l ik e  the

Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.



151

sweet fragrance, we draw them to  the Saviour. We must recommend our 

re l ig io n  by i t s  positiveness and a t t ra c t ive n e ss . We must present C hr is t 

w ith  a l l  His beauty and excellence so everyone who meets us w i l l  have 

the greatest incentives to  be drawn to  Him. Such a re l ig io n  w i l l  a t 

t r a c t  o thers, espec ia lly  as there is  a void in the world fo r  such.

I s ra e l 's  goodly estate was to  be a demonstration to  a l l  nations 
o f the benefits  and re su lts  o f a sincere worship o f Jehovah. As a 
re s u lt  o f the demonstration many from these nations would be led 
to  worship the Lord. (SPA Bib le Commentary, 4:1104)

Compare Isa 2:2, 3; Mic 4 :1 , 2 w ith  Zech 8:20-22 and note the 

g lo r ious  purpose God had fo r  the Jews in  spreading the t ru th .

ILLUMINATION:

The real purpose o f Israe l was to be an a t t r a c t io n ,  a model to 
lead other nations to God, but un fo rtuna te ly  they forsook th e i r  
"g lo r ious  des tiny , and s e l f is h ly  appropriated to  themselves 
tha t which would have brought hea ling , and s p ir i tu a l  l i f e  to 
countless m u lt i tu de s ."  (Prophets and K ings, p. 705)

The Tenth Message (8:23)

What is  the reason why ten men would take hold of the robe of

a Jew? Zech 8:23.

That was supposed to  be the extent o f the missionary movement 

o f the p o s t-e x h i l ic  Jews—to  a l l  the na tions , preparing them fo r  the 

f i r s t  coming o f the Messiah. Let us remember th a t the drawing power 

was not in them as such, but the fa c t  th a t God was w ith  them. That is  

the powerful secret fo r  drawing others to  the t r u th .

The lesson is  fo r  the ' Is ra e l  o f  God' (Gal 6:16). God is now 
accomplishing His purposes through His church on earth. . . . I t s  
members are to  disseminate the l i g h t  o f t r u th  to  a l l  the nations 
(Rev 14 :6 ). In th e i r  personal l iv e s  they are to  make the re l ig io n  
o f Jesus C hris t so a t t ra c t iv e  tha t others w i l l  be drawn to surrender
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th e i r  l iv e s  to the Saviour. God's church is  now to  he a blessing 
to the world (Zech 8 :13 ). (SPA B ib le  Commentary. 4:1104)

FOR REFLECTION: As Adventists we are entrusted by God to carry on the

work of evangelism tha t old Israe l fa i le d  to do. We are, through 

C h r is t 's  presence in our l iv e s ,  to  be a model, a showcase of what God 

can do in the l ives  of His fo l low e rs . Oo we experience others being 

a ttrac ted  or repulsed by our l ives  and witness? Why?

SUMMARY: God is  not slack concerning His promises. He is  f u l l  o f

courage and hope fo r  us, and anxious to  be w ith  us and work through us 

to  accomplish His work o f preparing us and the world to meet C hris t 

when He comes again. God fo rb id  tha t we should f a i l  in th is  tremendous

l y  important task as the p o s t-e x h i l ic  Jews fa i le d  in preparing themsel

ves and others fo r  C h r is t 's  f i r s t  coming.

APPLICATION

1. To the Jews, s i t t i n g  under the shade o f th e i r  f ig  trees in 

peace and se cu r ity  was a great experience. What are your " f i g  trees" 

as you journey toward the heavenly Jerusalem? What makes heaven a t t ra c 

t iv e  to  you?

2. As a member o f s p i r i tu a l  Is ra e l ,  am I experiencing God's 

presence in my l i f e ,  and am I preparing myself and others for C h r is t 's  

second coming?

3. Does my C hris t ian  l i f e  and witness a t t r a c t  or repulse others 

from coming to  Christ? Why?

4. How do I re la te  to  o lder people and younger children? Do
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I a f f i rm  them in the Lord, and develop and u t i l i z e  th e i r  ta le n ts ,  or 

do I “ shelve" them?

5. How safe is  the s tre e t  I l iv e  on? Can young boys and g i r l s  

p lay safe ly on i t ?  Is the re  crime, t r a f f i c  . . . ? The s tree ts  o f 

new Jerusalem w i l l  be d i f f e r e n t .

6. What does Zech 8 teach me about God, and about myself?
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LESSON 10

"BEHOLD, THY KING COMETH"

THIS WEEK'S STUDY: Zechariah 9 :1-17.

MEMORY TEXT: "Rejoice g re a t ly ,  0 daughter o f Zion; shout, 0
daughter o f Jerusalem: behold, thy King cometh unto thee: he is
ju s t ,  and having sa lva t ion ; low ly , and r id in g  upon an ass, and 
upon a c o l t  the foa l o f an ass" (Zech 9 :9 ).

CENTRAL THOUGHT: In the very center o f chap. 9, which is  saturated

w ith  war and des truc tion , flashes a beautifu l p ic tu re  of h u m il i ty ,  

peace, and strength in the person o f Jesus r id in g  on an ass in to  Jeru

salem to es tab lish  His s p i r i tu a l  kingdom in the hearts o f men. This

is  a prelude of His second coming when He shall r ide  on the clouds o f 

heaven to  es tab lish  His kingdom o f  g lo ry  over a l l  the earth .

OVERVIEW

Zech 9:1-17

1. God W il l  Defend His People Against Their Enemies. 9:2-6

2. A Universal Remnant fo r  God. 9:8

3. God W il l  Encamp as a Guard. 9:8

4. The F i r s t  Advent o f C hr is t. 9:9

5. The Second Advent o f  C h r is t. 9:10-17
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INTRODUCTION: Zechariah 8 stands out as a chapter tha t is  Messianic and 

eschatological in nature. I t s  centra l theme is  the Messiah to whom the 

well-known prophecy of Zech 9:9 c le a r ly  po in ts . He is represented in 

th is  prophecy as the humble King bring ing peace and sa lva tion  during 

His f i r s t  advent. And immediately fo l low ing  9:9, in 9:10, we see the 

a l lu s io n  to the second coming o f  C hris t in His glory ending wars, b r in g 

ing peace, and es tab lish ing  universal dominion over the whole ea rth .

These two verses o f  Zech 9:9 and 10, which f a l l  in the center 

o f the chapter and which re fe r  to  C h r is t 's  f i r s t  and second advents, 

are sandwiched between 9:2-8 and 9:11-17. Seven verses before and 

seven verses a f te r ,  re spec t ive ly --bo th  presenting what C hris t w i l l  do 

in defending and res to r ing  His people and estab lish ing  His s p i r i t u a l  

kingdom and His kingdom o f g lo ry .

This w i l l  be a fasc in a t in g  study fo r  us th is  week as i t  c e r ta in 

ly  was fo r  the New Testament w r i te rs .  That is why they quoted from 

th is  chapter frequen tly  in connection w ith  the las t week—known as the 

Passion Week—of our Lord's l i f e  on th is  earth . (See Matt 21:5; John 

12:15, Matt 26:15; 27:9; John 19:37; Rev 1:7; Matt 26:31; and Mark 

14:27). These prophecies were very meaningful fo r  the New Testament 

w r i te rs  and carr ied  fo r  them a great s p ir i tu a l  s ign if icance  re la t in g  

to  the l i f e  and mission o f our Jesus C h r is t .  These prophecies must 

a lso be important and s p i r i t u a l l y  s ig n i f ic a n t  to us, we who are awaiting  

the coming of the King o f g lo ry .

Ellen White dedicates two chapters, "Thy King Cometh" and "A 

Doomed People," in her book Desire o f Ages to C h r is t 's  triumphal en try  

in to  Jerusalem. Study these two chapters th is  week along w ith  the
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lesson, i f  a t a l l  poss ib le . Two b r ie f  quota tions, one from each of

these two chapters must be shared here:

Chris t was fo l low ing  the Jewish custom fo r  a royal e n try .  The 
animal on which He rode was that ridden by the kings o f Is ra e l ,  
and prophecy had fo re to ld  tha t thus the Messiah should come to  His 
kingdom. (Desire o f Ages, p. 570)

The triumphal r ide  o f C hris t in to  Jerusalem was the diin fo re 
shadowing o f  His coming in the clouds o f heaven w ith  power and
g lo ry , amid the triumph o f angels and the re jo ic in g  o f sa in ts .
Then w i l l  be f u l f i l l e d  the words o f C hris t to  the P r ies ts  and 
Pharisees: 'Ye sha ll not see Me henceforth, t i l l  ye sha ll say,
Blessed is  He tha t cometh in the name of the L o rd . ' Matt 23:39. .
. . (Desire o f  Ages, p. 580)

As su re ly  as Zechariah's prophecy was f u l f i l l e d  in C h r is t 's  

f i r s t  advent, j u s t  so sure ly w i l l  i t  be f u l f i l l e d  in  C h r is t 's  second 

advent. The Jewish nation was not ready to meet Him, and i t  d id  not 

prepare the world  to  meet Him e ith e r .  Today we are s p ir i tu a l  Is ra e l .  

Shall we not learn from the experience of ancient Is rae l?  Shall we 

not prepare ourselves and others fo r  His g lo rious and soon second com

ing? God fo rb id  tha t we should not!

God Our Defense (Zech 9:1-6)

What word is  used in Zech 9:1 to  introduce the chapter, and

what can the phrase "the eyes o f man" possibly re fe r  to?

Chapter 9 begins w ith  the word "The burden" o f  God's word, 

which l i t e r a l l y  means the l i f t i n g  up (o f the voice) and is  trans la ted  

from the Hebrew word, massa' , which can mean an o ra c le ,  a prophecy, or 

a prophetic say ing . Thus in th is  chapter we are dea ling  w ith prophetic  

utterances r e la t in g  to  the advents of the Messiah and what He w i l l  do 

fo r  His people and the world. This "burden" can be thought o f  as a
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superscr ip tion  fo r  the to ta l  c o l le c t io n  o f  prophetic  sayings in chaps. 

9 to 11.

The meaning o f the expression "the eyes o f man" is  not very

c lea r , but i t  may mean th a t  the Lord's eyes look upon a l l  people and

Is ra e l,  or i t  may mean tha t the eyes o f man are d irec ted  toward the

Lord.

What does the Lord plan to  do in defense o f His people? Zech

9:2-4. Study the fo l low ing  diagram to  note three th ings the Lord w i l l

do against the nations in defense o f Is ra e l :

What He Will Do With the Nations Reference

1. He w i l l  destroy th e i r  wisdom 9:2

2. He w i l l  destroy th e i r  s i lv e r  and gold 9:3

3. He w i l l  destroy t h e i r  power 9:4

What three negative fee lings were the f iv e  c i t ie s  o f  the P h i l is 

t ines  to  experience as a resu lt  o f the Lord's actions; and what three 

th ings were to  happen to  them? Zech 9:5, 6.

Study the fo l low ing  diagram:

Three Negative Feelings Ref. What W il l Happen Ref.

1. Fear 9:5 1. They w i l l  perish 9:5

2. Sorrow 9:5 2. They w i l l  be 
desolate

9:5

3. Shame 9:5 3. Their pride w i l 1 
be cut o f f

9:5
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Tyre and Sidon were the great commercial and coastal c i t i e s  of

the Phoenicians. These two powerful c i t i e s  were thought o f as impreg

nable. But w ith  the sudden r ise  o f  Alexander the Great in the early  

pa rt o f the fou rth  century B.C. both c i t i e s  were sieged and destroyed 

by him (see Ezek 26-28) in his s w if t  conquest around 333 B.C.

Tyre was known to  be c lever and wise in w or ld ly  and commercial

a f f a i r s .  I t  was famous fo r  i t s  wealth and s treng th . Not only was i t

g re a t ly  f o r t i f i e d  against possible a tta cks , but i t  also boasted to be 

one o f the strongest and r iches t c i t y  in the ancient world.

God's prophetic utterances do not overlook the e v il  committed 

by any nation , inc lud ing tha t o f His own people Is ra e l .  In sp ite  of 

a l l  t h e i r  "cleverness" and boasting about th e i r  wealth and power, Tyre 

and Sidon were not re a l ly  wise. Possessions and wealth do not make a 

person or a nation necessarily wise or strong. Materia lism was the 

god o f Tyre and Sidon but tha t could not pro tect them against the time 

o f t h e i r  v i s i t a t io n .  Their f a l l  f i l l e d  the f iv e  c i t i e s  o f the P h i l i s 

t in e s  w ith  consternation, fea r, sorrow, and shame (9 :5 ) .

FOR REFLECTION: As we await the second coming o f our King, do we find

ourselves depending too much on our wisdom, resources, and s ta t is t ic s ?  

Don't we need to  depend more on the resources o f  C h r is t 's  wisdom and 

power, and the blessed hope we have in Him?

A Universal Remnant fo r  God (Zech 9:8)

What concept o f the remnant o f  God do you glean from Zech 9:7?

The term "remnant" was mentioned several times in the previous 

chapter. However, the term re ferred to  " th is  people" meaning Israe l
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and Judah and inc lud ing peoples o f o ther nations. Not only the P h i l i s 

t ines  who respond to  God w i l l  be inc luded, but people from a l l  the 

nations w i l l  f in d  th e i r  s p ir i tu a l  home in the new Jerusalem as a part 

o f God's remnant (Zech 14:16).

Here the remnant is  not only national but un ive rsa l, fo r  the 

King is  un ive rsa l. He is universal not only in h is chastisement but 

also in  h is approval and reward, and such u n iv e rs a l i ty  extends beyond 

Is rae l and Judah to  the P h i l is t in e s ,  the very b i t t e r  enemies o f the 

Jews. Here God is  not ta lk in g  about the destruction  o f  the P h i l is t in e s ,  

but o f t h e i r  re turn  to  Him. Possibly the v ic to r ie s  of Alexander the 

Great over them would bring them c loser to  God, ju s t  as God's chastise 

ment o f  Israe l brought them also back to  God.

What is the s ign if icance  of the words "b lood," "abominations," 

and "governor" in the context o f God's remnant? Zech 9:7.

The Hebrew word a l1uph is  trans la ted  "governor" in the KJV, 

but in the RSV i t  is  trans la ted  a "c la n ."  The Hebrew a lleph  is  cognate 

w ith  e leph, which means a "thousand," or a "c la n ,"  or  a " fa m ily . "  

Both tra n s la t io n s  make sense, but the rendering o f "c la n ,"  " fa m i ly , "  

or " t r ib e "  is  preferable in the context o f "Ekron as a Jebus ite ,"  fo r  

the Jebusites were the old inhab itants  o f  Jerusalem who were absorbed 

by Is rae l and became as another t r ib e  in the Jewish nation (see 2 Sam 

5:6 ; 24:18-25; Josh 15:63; Judg 1:8, 21).

"And I w i l l  take his blood out o f  h is mouth, and his abomina

t ions  from his tee th "  refers to the heathen p ractice  o f eating the 

s a c r i f ic e s  with t h e i r  blood (see Ezek 32:25; Lev 17:10, 12). These
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s a c r i f ic e s  were o ffered to  id o ls  and were an abomination before God 

and s t r i c t l y  forbidden. The P h i l is t in e s  and Ekron, when they respond 

to  God by leaving th e i r  id o la tro u s  ways, w i l l  become a part o f the 

remnant ju s t  as the Jebusites, who were the o r ig in a l Canaanite in 

habitants o f  Jerusalem, became pa rt of Is ra e l .  They w i l l  a l l  enjoy 

the same p r iv i leges  as a na tive  fam ily  in Judah.

TO PONDER: Who cons titu tes  the tru e  remnant o f God in these las t days?

Obviously, h is to ry  t e l l s  us th a t  the Jews fa i le d  to prepare a people, 

a f a i t h f u l  remnant, from themselves and the nations around them to 

meet the King Jesus at h is f i r s t  advent. How about us, the s p ir i tu a l  

Is rae l o f  today? As in d iv id u a ls  and as a church, are we preparing a 

people, a remnant, w ith in  the church and outside to  meet the King Jesus 

when He comes again?

God W ill Encamp As a Guard (Zech 9:8)

What is the s ign if ica n ce  o f God encamping as a guard about His 

house, and Him seeing w ith His own eyes? Zech 9:8.

During the early  part o f  the 4th century B.C., when Alexander 

the Great destroyed nations and c i t i e s  around Is ra e l ,  the temple (God's 

house) and Jerusalem escaped from Alexander's destruction  (Josephus 

Antiq X I. 8 :3 ) .  That resu lted from God's noble in te n t io n  toward His 

people, and He would have continued being a Watchman to  them. . . . 

Now such u lt im ate  deliverance w i l l  be f u l f i l l e d  at the second coming 

o f C h r is t .

As a v ig i la n t  Watchman, God sees w ith  His own eyes, s ig n i fy in g

Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.



161

His a tten tion  toward I s ra e l 's  condition and His in te n t io n  to o f fe r  the 

help i t  needs (see Exod 3 :7 , 9 ).

Study and compare the fo llow ing  verses as each re la tes to  the 

Lord 's  being our Watchman:

1. 2 Kings 6:17 _____________________________________________________

2. Psalm 27:1-3 _____________________________________________________

3. Psalm 34:7________________________________________________________

4. Psalm 127:1, 2 ___________________________________________________

5. Zech 2:5 _____________________________________________________

6. Zech 9:8 _____________________________________________________

The F i r s t  Advent o f  C h r is t ,  the King o f Peace (Zech 9:9)

Now we come to the very heart o f th is  lesson, the coining o f 

the Messiah. Zech 9:9 describes C h r is t 's  f i r s t  advent on th is  earth 

when He entered Jerusalem. This important prophecy begins w ith  the 

announcement o f great joy  and ce lebra tion  due to the good news o f  His 

coming; then i t  portrays the Messiah's character and what He w i l l  do. 

He is  the long-expected Prince o f  Peace, the Desire o f Ages whose coming 

was predicted by the w r i te rs  o f the Old Testament. He w i l l  come to 

b r ing  Zion's long-awaited sa lva t ion .

What does the use o f the personal ad jec tive  and pronoun, "your" 

King and to "you" t e l l  us about C h r is t 's  re la t io n sh ip  w ith  His people? 

Zech 9:9.
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FOR REFLECTION: I t  is  one th ing  to  say tha t Jesus is  t h e i r  King and

tha t He comes to them; but i t  is  another more c ruc ia l th in g  to  say 

tha t Jesus is  m^ King and He comes to  me personally . Is He your King 

who s i ts  on the throne o f your l i f e ?  Has He come to  you? Have you 

inv ite d  Him in to  your l i f e ,  and do you experience His ru le rs h ip  there?

What is  the coming King l ik e ?  How is  His character described 

in  Zech 0:9b?

Study the fo l low ing  l i s t  from Zech 9:9 re la t in g  to  the coming 

o f the King:

1. His coming is  a source o f great re jo ic in g —His coming is  

good news.

2. He comes as our King, and He comes to us—He takes the 

i n i t i a t i v e ,  and He has a personal re la t io n sh ip  w ith  us. 

He is  ours and we are His.

3. He is  j u s t —He is  r ighteous.

4. He has sa lva t io n —He comes to  seek and to save. He comes 

as the Saviour o f man.

5. He is  lo w ly—humble and meek.

6. He comes r id in g  upon an ass—in h u m il i ty  b r ing ing  peace.

What s ign if ica n ce  do the two words " ju s t "  and "s a lv a t io n "  have

in Zech 9:9?

The Hebrew word tsaddig is  trans la ted  " ju s t "  in the KJV and is  

trans la ted  "tr iumphant" in the RSV. The word tsaddig occurs very f r e 

quently in  the Old Testament—about 200 times, and is  o ften  rendered 

" r igh teous ,"  which i t  l i t e r a l l y  means. Sometimes i t  is rendered " ju s t . "
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The use o f  the term "triumphant" in the RSV is most probably derived 

from the idea tha t someone who is  ju s t  and righteous is  shown to  be in 

the r ig h t  and is  v ind ica te d , and the re fo re  triumphant. However, the 

primary and essentia l meaning here is  the character a t t r ib u te  o f the 

Messiah o f  Righteousness (see Jer 23:6; Isa 64:6; and 1 Cor 1:30).

The word "s a lv a t io n "  comes from the Hebrew verb yasha1, which 

means " to  save" or " to  redeem." Yasha1 is  the root word o f  the name 

Jesus, which means "S av iou r."  "For she shall b r ing fo r th  a son, and 

shall c a l l  h is  name Jesus: fo r he sha ll save h is  people from th e i r

s ins" (Matt 1:21). "But o f him are ye in C hris t Jesus, who o f God is 

made unto us wisdom, and righteousness, and s a n c t i f ic a t io n  and redemp

t io n " (1 Cor 1 :30).

What does Jesus " r id in g  upon an ass, and upon a c o l t ,  the foal

o f an ass" s ig n i fy?  What are some s p i r i t u a l  im p lica t ions  one can f ind

in th is  act o f  Jesus? Zech 9:9.

The ass symbolizes low liness, peace, and ro y a lty .  This beast

o f labor is  used fo r  peaceful purposes. This symbolism stands in v iv id

contrast to  the war-horse which stands fo r  p r id e , fo rce , v io lence, 

conquest, and war. In th is  one triumphant scene o f  His e a r th ly  l i f e ,  

the Saviour might have appeared escorted by heavenly angels and heralded 

by the trump o f  God; but such a demonstration would have been contrary

to  the purpose o f His m ission, contra ry  to the law which had governed

His l i f e .

Never before had the world seen such a triumphal procession.
I t  was not l ik e  th a t  o f  the e a r th 's  famous conquerors. No t ra in
o f mourning cap tives , as trophies o f K ingly v a lo r ,  made a feature 
on th a t  scene. But about the Saviour were the g lo r ious trophies
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o f His labors o f love fo r  s in fu l man. (Desire o f  Ages. pp. 571. 
572)

Study the contrasts in  the fo l low ing  chart between Jesus, the 

King o f peace, and a w orld ly  king:

The King o f Peace A W orldly King

1. Lowly and meek 1. Proud and arrogant

2. An ass, a beast of labor 2. A war-horse, chario ts

3. Entourage— child ren and 
peasants

3. Entourage—w a rr io rs ,  so l
d iers

4. Trophies—His fr ien ds—the 
people He helped, healed, 
saved . . . captivated by His 
love

4 . Trophies—captured enemies 
bound by force

5. Palm branches 5. Spears and swords

6. Save 6. Destroy

7. Peace 7. War

3. Divine s p i r i t u a l  power 8. Human physical force

9. S p ir i tu a l  kingdom 9. Earth ly  kingdom

in . Eternal 10. Temporary

What does Matt 11:29 and Phil 2:5--8 say to  us about the true

hu m il i ty  manifested in C h r is t 's  l i f e ?

ILLUMINATION:

The s t r i f e  fo r  the highest place was the outworking o f the same 
s p i r i t  which was the beginning o f the great controversy in the 
worlds above, and which had brought C hr is t from heaven to  d ie . 
. . . L u c ife r  had said, ' I  w i l l  be l ik e  the Most High' (Isa 
14:12, 14); and the desire for s e l f -e x a l ta t io n  had brought 
s t r i f e  in to  the heavenly courts. . . . L u c ife r  desired God's
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power, but not His character. He sought fo r  h imself the highest 
place, and every being who is  actuated by his s p i r i t  w i l l  do 
the same. . . . Dominance becomes the prize  o f the strongest.
The kingdom o f Satan is  a kingdom o f fo rce ; every ind iv idua l 
regards every other as an obstacle in the way o f h is  own advan
cement, or a stepping stone on which he himself may climb to  a 
higher p lace.

While L u c ife r  counted i t  a th ing to  be grasped to be equal 
w ith  God, C h r is t ,  the Exalted One, 'made Himself o f  no reputa t ion . 
. . . '  (Desire o f Ages, pp. 435, 436)

FOR REFLECTION: With a s p i r i t  o f prayer, re f le c t  c a re fu l ly  on the

fo l low ing  questions and then on the very pe rt inen t statement from 

Thoughts from the Mount o f  B less ing , p. 15.

1. Am I ambitious fo r  power and supremacy? What does i t  

mean to  me to  be c h i ld l ik e ?

2. Am I jealous o f my colleagues who occupy a higher pos it ion  

than I? Why and why not?

3. Do I use other people as steppingstones to  advance myself?

Human nature is  ever s trugg ling  fo r  expression, ready fo r  con
te s t ;  but he who learns o f C hr is t is emptied of s e l f ,  o f p r ide , o f
love of supremacy, and there is  s ilence in the sou l. S e lf is
y ie lded to  the disposal o f the Holy S p i r i t .  Then we are not anxious
to  have the highest place. We have no ambition to  crowd ourselves
in to  no t ice ; but we feel th a t our highest place is  a t the fee t o f
our Saviour. (Thoughts from the Mount o f B lessing, p. 15)

How is  th is  prophecy o f Zech 9:9 f u l f i l l e d  very accurately in 

the l i f e  o f Jesus? See Matt 21:1-11; Mark 11:1-11; Luke 19:29-44; 

John 12:12-15.

This prophecy regarding the f i r s t  coming o f the Messiah was 

l i t e r a l l y  and p rec ise ly  f u l f i l l e d  in the New Testament. In fa c t ,  a l l  

four gospel w r i te rs  re fe r  to  i t s  f u l f i l lm e n t  in some d e ta i l .  The reader 

is  encouraged a t th is  po in t to  read the in s p ir in g  account in Desire o f
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Ages, pp. 569-579. Space does not a llow  an extensive quote from those 

eleven pages, but one b r ie f  statement is  given here: "Five hundred

years before the b ir th  o f  C hr is t,  the prophet Zechariah thus fore to ld  

the coming o f the King o f  Is ra e l .  This prophecy is  now to  be f u l f i l l e d .  

He who had long refused royal honors now comes to  Jerusalem as the 

promised h e ir  to  David's throne" (p. 569).

What re la t io n sh ip  ex is ts  between the d e sc r ip t io n  o f the coming 

o f  the King o f Peace in Zech 9:9 and the f igu re  p ic tu red  in Gen 49:10- 

11? What is  the id e n t i ty  o f "Shiloh"?

Even as early  as the times o f  Genesis, there was an a llus ion

to  the coming Messiah as described in Zech 9 :9 . Probably Zechariah's

prophecy draws from the prophecy o f Jacob in Gen 49:10, 11. That figure

described by Jacob is  no o ther but the Messiah o f  Zech 9:9.

The scepter is  a symbol o f royal a u th o r i ty .  . . . Judah was
to  continue as leader among the t r ib e s  u n t i l  the time of the coming
of the Messiah.

U n t i l  Shiloh come. Neither the explanation o f  Shiloh as a 
place name nor the in te rp re ta t io n  as " re s t"  is  convincing. However, 
the m a jo r i ty  o f commentators have believed Shiloh to  be a personal 
name, and agree tha t the person re ferred to  is  the Messiah. (SPA 
Bib le Commentary, 4:481)

The dying words o f  Jacob f i l l e d  w ith  hope: "The scepter shall
not depart from Judah . . . u n t i l  Shiloh sha ll  come." Gen 49:10. 
The waning power o f Is rae l te s t i f ie d  tha t the Messiah's coming was 
at hand. (Desire o f Ages, p. 34)

This was Shiloh, the peace g ive r .  I t  was He who declared Him
s e l f  to  Moses as the I AM. . . .  He was the Desire o f a l l  nations,
the Root and Offspring o f David. . . . ( I b id . , p. 52)

White goes on to say that "In  one o f the e a r l ie s t  prophecies 

o f C hris t i t  is w r i t te n ,  'The scepter shall not depart from Judah
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. . . u n t i l  Shiloh come1 (Gen 49:10). The people were gathering to  

C h r is t"  (Desire o f  Ages, p. 205).

Then r ig h t  a f te r  Gen 49:10 comes the d escr ip t ion  o f Shiloh, 

the Messiah of Zech 9 :9 , "Binding h is foal unto the v ine , and his ass's 

c o l t  unto the choice vine. . . . "  (Gen 49 :11). The SOA Bib le  Commen

ta ry  gives th is  explanation in l in k in g  Gen 49:11 to 49:10 and to Zech

9:9 and Matt 21:7. "Binding h is fo a l .  The reference to  the r id in g  o f  

the Messiah on an ass was f u l f i l l e d  at the triumphal en try  o f Jesus 

(Matt 21:7). I t  designates him as a harbinger o f peace. . . (1:482).

The Second Advent o f  C hris t (Zech 9:10-17)

What a l lu s io n  is  found in Zech 9:10 to the second coming o f 

C hr is t in his g lory?

A fte r  Jesus' triumphal en try  in to  Jerusalem he weeps over her 

and t e l l s  the p r ie s ts  and Pharisees: "Ye sha ll  not see me henceforth,

t i l l  ye shall say, Blessed is He th a t cometh in the name o f  the Lord" 

(Matt 23:39). E llen White makes th is  l in k  between the triumphal entry 

o f Zech 9:9 and the second coming o f  C hr is t in the clouds o f heaven 

conta in ing Jerusalem's re jec t ion  o f Him at His f i r s t  coming. This 

re je c t io n  f i t s  between Zech 9:9 and 9:10. Such a l lu s io n  to  His second 

coming is  dealt w ith  again in Zech 12.

The triumphal r ide o f C h r is t  in to  Jerusalem was the dim fo re 
shadowing o f His coming in the clouds o f  heaven w ith  power and 
g lo ry ,  amid the triumph of angels and the re jo ic in g  o f  the sa in ts . 
Then w i l l  be f u l f i l l e d  the words o f C h r is t  to the p r ie s ts  and 
Pharisees: 'Ye sha ll not see Me henceforth, t i l l  ye shall say,
Blessed is  He th a t cometh in the name o f  the L o rd . ' Matt. 23:39. 
In prophetic v is io n  Zechariah was shown th a t  day o f f in a l  tr iumph; 
and he beheld also the doom o f  those who at tne f i r s t  advent nad 
re jected  C hr is t (Zech. 12:10 quoted). This scene C hr is t foresaw

Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.



168

when He beheld the c i t y  and wept over i t . . . . (Desire o f Ages, 
p. 580, emphasis supplied)

Also the in te rna l evidence o f 9:10 and 16 shows tha t Christ 

w i l l  destroy the instruments o f war, w i l l  e s ta b lish  His universal King

dom "from sea even to  sea, and from the r i v e r  even to the ends o f the 

e a rth ,"  and He w i l l  reward his remnant as jewels o f a crown. A ll o f 

th is  must take place and can only happen when C hr is t comes again in 

His g lo ry .  We s t i l l  have instruments of war, even greater than ever; 

C h r is t 's  un iversa l Kingdom of g lo ry  has not been established y e t ,  and 

His f in a l  reward o f the saints has not been given ye t.  (See Psalm 

27:8).

What w i l l  the King of g lo ry  do when He comes again? Zech 9:10-

17.

Study c a re fu l ly  the fo llow ing  chart o f  what Chris t w i l l  do to 

His people and to  the wicked. Notice how the s ix  points and even the 

wording f i t  in to  the theme of C h r is t 's  second coming and other B ib l ica l 

passages re la te d  to th is  subject.

How do you expla in  the phrase "prisoners o f hope" To whom does 

Zechariah re fe r?  How is  the l ib e ra t io n  o f "pr isoners  of hope" based 

on the blood o f  His covenant? Zech 9:11, 12.

The ir hope rests  on the blood of the covenant sealing that 

special re la t io n s h ip  between God and His people. This covenant was 

sealed w ith  blood in Eden (Gen 3 :15), la te r  w ith  Abraham (Gen 22:18), 

and again w ith  Moses (Exod 24:7, 8 ) .  This blood covenant became known 

in the New Testament as the new covenant which was sealed with the
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What He W il l  Do Reference

1. He w i l l  te rm inate war and bring peace 9:10

2. His universal ru le ,  Kingdom of g lo ry  w i l l  be es- 
ta b l i  shed

9:10

3. He w i l l  d e l iv e r  "the prisoners of hope" 9:11, 12

4. He w i l l  defend His people: 9:13-15

a) God and His people w i l l  triumph over th e i r  
enemies

9:13, 14

b) He w i l l  sound the trumpet 9:14

c) They sha ll tread down the s linqe rs 9:15

5. He w i l l  save His people " in  tha t day" 9:16

6. He w i l l  reward His people 9:16-17

a) His remnant w i l l  be as jewels o f a crown 9:16

b) His remnant w i l l  enjoy abundance and prosperity 9:17

blood o f the Lamb o f God, Jesus C hris t on the cross (Heb 8 :8-12).

The captives can be set free from th e i r  s p i r i tu a l  bondage only 

through the blood o f C hr is t.  The returned ex iles thought they were 

prisoners of d i f f i c u l t  circumstances and d i f f i c u l t i e s ,  but with the 

Lord 's presence and blood covenant, there is  c e r ta in ly  hope fo r  such 

pr isoners. The Lord 's  work is  to  l ib e ra te  the imprisoned. These p r is 

oners who hoped fo r  deliverance and responded to  God's c a l l  to  turn to 

the stronghold coming out of the waterless p i t  w i l l  be de livered.

N otice  the  contrast evident between the waterless p i t  and 

stronghold. The waterless p i t  is  dry, low, dark, and ju s t  l ik e  a 

p r is o n ;  but th e  s tro ng ho ld  is  Z io n - -h ig h ,  defended by God, and
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symbolizing God's deliverance. I t  a lso symbolizes C hr is t Himself.

FOR REFLECTION: In what way are we prisoners o f  hope? Do d i f f i c u l t

circumstances keep us in the dark and dry p i t s  and keep us from going

to the stronghold o f salvation? The s a c r i f ic e  o f  Jesus, the Lamb o f

God, is what turns our p i t s  in to  strongholds.

What is  the s ign if icance  o f " I  w i l l  render double unto thee" 

in Zech 9:12b?

God understands a l l  the d i f f i c u l t i e s  and t r y in g  circumstances 

th a t we confront in our l iv e s .  I f  we return to  Him, who is  stronghold, 

He w i l l  compensate adequately fo r  a l l  the s u f fe r in g s  and w a te r less -p it  

experiences we have ever had. He w i l l  give a double b less ing. When 

C hris t comes again, the joys o f heaven w i l l  more than compensate fo r  

a l l  the su ffe r ings  o f th is  world. The greatest problems and most d i f 

f i c u l t  circumstances w i l l  fade in to  in s ig n i f ic a n c e .

E llen White, in the context o f quoting Zech 9:12 wrote,

Constantly He is  sending His angels to those who, while surrounded 
by circumstances the most d iscouraging, pray in f a i th  fo r  some 
power higher than themselves to  take possession o f them and bring 
deliverance and peace. In various ways God w i l l  reveal Himself to 
them and w i l l  place them in touch with providences th a t w i l l  es
ta b l is h  th e i r  confidence in the One who has given Himself a ransom 
fo r  a l l .  (Prophets and Kings, p. 378)

What is  the s ign if icance  o f "they sha ll  be as the stones of a 

crown? Whom do these precious stones re fe r  to? Zech 9:16 (see also 

Mai 3:17).

God's people are precious to  Him l ik e  the jewels in  the crown. 

We can see the value Jesus places on us when we look at Calvary. His
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blood th a t sealed the new covenant, His very l i f e ,  was the price  w ith 

which He purchased us. (See 1 Pet 1:18, 19). When He sees us He sees 

the investment o f His l i f e  in us. His heart is  w ith us, and we are 

very precious and honored before Him. Read c a re fu l ly  the fo llow ing 

two statements.

ILLUMINATION:

The d isc ip les  o f  Christ are ca lled  His jewels, His precious 
and pecu lia r treasure . He says, 'They sha ll be as the stones 
o f  a crown.' ' I  w i l l  make man more precious than f in e  gold; 
even a man than the golden wedge o f O p h ir . '  Zech 9:16; Isa 
13:12. Chris t looks upon His people in t h e i r  p u r i ty  and perfec
t io n  as the reward o f a l l  His s u f fe r in g s ,  His h u m il ia t ion , and 
His love. . . . (Thoughts from the Mount o f B lessing, p. 89.

Hearts tha t have been the battleground of the c o n f l ic t  with 
Satan, and that have been rescued by the power o f love, are more 
precious to  the Redeemer than are those who have never fa l le n .  
God looked upon humanity, not as v i le  and worthless; He looked 
upon i t  in  C h r is t ,  saw what i t  might become through redeeming love. 
He co llec ted  a l l  the riches o f the un iverse , and la id  them down in 
order to  buy the pear l.  And Jesus, having found i t ,  resets i t  in 
His own diadem. (Zech. 9:16 is quoted). 'They shall be mine,
sa ith  the Lord o f  hosts, in tha t day when I make up my jew e ls . ' 
Mai. 3:17. (C h r is t 's  Object Lessons, p. 118).

SUMMARY: Chris t is  coming again soon. We are the s p ir i tu a l  Israel

w ith  the E l i ja h  message to  prepare the world to meet C h r is t.  We must 

learn from the experiences o f ancient Israe l and th e i r  fa i lu re  to  pre

pare themselves and others to meet C hris t when He came the f i r s t  time. 

He is  w ith  us in carry ing  out th is  task: He w i l l  defend, l ib e ra te ,

and save us. We w i l l  be l ik e  jewels in His crown.
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LESSON 11

THE 6000 SHEPHERD

THIS WEEK'S STUDY: Selected tex ts  from Zechariah Chapters 10 and 11.

MEMORY TEXT: "He shall feed his f lo c k  l ik e  a shepherd: he shall
gather the lambs w ith his arm, and car ry  them in his bosom, and 
shall gently  lead those tha t are w ith  young" ( Isa iah  40:11).

CENTRAL THOUGHT: Jesus C h r is t ,  the good and true Shepherd, g rea t ly

desires to lead a l l  the sheep o f his f lo c k —p ro te c t ing , keeping, and 

susta in ing; but the e v i l  and fa lse  shepherds mislead many—abusing 

them and causing them u t te r  d e s tru c t io n . Yet the good and true Shepherd 

w i l l  u lt im a te ly  triumph in res to r ing  and making the fa i th fu l  remnant 

o f the f lock  strong in Him.

OVERVIEW:

1. God Gives the L a t te r  Rain (10:1)

2. The Impotence o f Idols . . . (10:2)

3. God Punishes the Evil Shepherds (10:3)

4. God V is i t s  His F lock—Judah (10 :3 ). Out o f Him w i l l  Come:

a. The Cornerstone (10:4)

b. The ten t peg (10:4)

c. The b a tt le  bow (10:4)

d. Every ru le r  (10:4)
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God Is With His People (10:5)

a. They shall be strong (10:5, 6)

b. They sha ll be saved (10:6)

c. God w i l l  have compassion on them (10:6)

d. As though not cast o f f  (10:6)

e. God w i l l  answer them (10:6)

f . They sha ll re jo ice  (10:7)

g. God w i l l  whis tle  fo r  them (10:8)

h. They are redeemed (10:8)

i . Enemies defeated (10:11)

j . They shall be strong in the Lord, and sha ll g lory  in

his name (10:12)

6. Is ra e l 's  Rejection o f  the Rood Shepherd (11:1-17)

a. Howlings of Evil Shepherds (11:3)

b. “Feed the Flock o f  the Slaughter" (11:4)

c . The Two S ta ffs : Grace and Union (11:7)

d. The S ta f f  Grace Broken (11:10)

e. "Give Me My Price" (11:12, 13)

f .  The S ta f f  Union Broken (11:14)

g. The Foolish Shepherd (11:15-17)

INTRODUCTION: Chapter 10 of Zechariah begins by exp la in ing the reason

fo r  the blessings and the prosperity  promised at the very end o f the 

previous chapter. The ra in ,  ea r ly  and l a t t e r ,  is  sent by God, who is 

the source to  make the crops grow and nourish His people. These rains 

symbolized God's caring and b less ings--phys ica l and s p i r i t u a l .  The 

good Shepherd is not only in terested in tending well the f lock  but
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also sends the needed showers of ra in  fo r  the grass to grow to  sustain 

the sheep—each one o f them. Our good Shepherd sends the early  and 

the l a t t e r  ra in  o f His S p i r i t  to help the s p i r i t u a l  crop o f His people 

germinate, grow, and mature fo r  His g lo r ious  harvest.

In studying about the good Shepherd, the theme s ta r ts  out by 

presenting the great prospects and promises o f fo l low ing  him. He s ta r ts  

by g iv ing  them incentives and encouragement to  draw them to  him and 

minimizing the p o s s ib i l i t y  o f t h e i r  re b e l l io n .  However, the f lo ck  

re jec ts  the good Shepherd in chap. 11 to  accept the ev il  ones; and what 

a co n tra s t !  Sometimes i t  seems th a t  the only way to appreciate the 

good Shepherd is  to f a l l  in the hands o f  the e v i l  shepherds to  be 

harassed and ravaged by them. Our Lord is  the only good Shepherd. He 

is the on ly  One who sends the c louds, the ra in ,  the sustenance, and 

l i f e .  The others are fa lse  and e v i l  th ieves who oppress, s e l l ,  and 

slaughter the sheep.

God Gives the L a t te r  Rain (Zech 10:1)

What is  the s ign if icance  o f  the term "the la t te r  ra in , "  and

what is  i t s  re la t io n sh ip  to the growth and maturity  o f the flock?

Zech 10:1.

God promises h is people abundance and p rosperity  in  Zech 9:17,

and now he in v i te s  them to  ask fo r  such blessings so tha t they might

be given to  them. The ea rly  ra in  began the ra iny  season in the f a l l

when the seeds were sown in the s o i l  and ra in  was needed to  help them

germinate and grow. The la t t e r  ra in  came in the Spring a t the end o f

the ra iny season to  help mature the crop fo r  the harvest.
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The ra in  is  symbolic o f  the Holy S p i r i t  tha t was poured out on 

the d is c ip le s  at Pentecost. Th is  power w i l l  be poured out again on 

God's people as they endeavor to  prepare themselves and others fo r  the 

coming o f C h r is t .  (See Joel 2:23 and Jer 5:24.)

The blessings o f  the l a t t e r  ra in  are intended by God to  "every

one." What does th a t word "everyone" t e l l  us about God's personal 

concern and consideration of each in d iv id u a l?  Zech 10:1.

ILLUMINATION: In Desire of Ages, in the chapter e n t i t le d  "The Divine

Shepherd," Ellen G. White makes a very moving statement re la t in g  to

C h r is t 's  personal in te re s t :

Jesus knows us in d iv id u a l ly ,  and is  touched w ith  the fe e l in g  o f 
our in f i r m i t i e s .  He knows us a l l  by name. He knows the very house 
in which we l iv e ,  the name o f  each occupant. He has at times given 
d ire c t io n s  to His servants to  go to  a ce rta in  s tree t in a ce rta in  
c i t y ,  to  such a house, to  f in d  one o f His sheep.

Every soul is  as f u l l y  known to Jesus as i f  he were the only 
one fo r  whom the Saviour d ie d . (Desire o f Ages. p. 479)

STUDY c a re fu l ly  the fo l low ing  two statements from the S p i r i t  of Prophecy

re la t in g  to  the early  and the l a t t e r  ra in :

The work w i l l  be s im ila r  to  th a t  o f the Day o f  Pentecost. As the 
'former ra in '  was given, in the outpouring o f the Holy S p i r i t  at 
the opening of the gospel, to  cause the upspringing of the precious 
seed, so the ' l a t t e r  ra in '  w i l l  be given a t i t s  close fo r  the r ipen
ing o f the harvest. (Great Controversy, p. 611)

The Lord employs these operations o f  nature to  represent the work 
o f the Holy S p i r i t .  As the dew and the ra in are given f i r s t  to 
cause the seed to  germinate, and then to  ripen to  harvest, so the 
Holy S p i r i t  is given to ca rry  forward, from one stage to  another, 
the process of s p i r i tu a l  growth. The ripening o f the grain repre
sents the completion o f the work o f God's grace in the soul.

The la t t e r  ra in ,  r ipen ing e a r th 's  harvest, represents the 
s p i r i tu a l  grace th a t prepares the church fo r the coming o f the
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Son of Man. But unless the former ra in  has fa l le n ,  there w i l l  
be no l i f e ;  the green blade w i l l  not spring up. Unless the 
ea r ly  showers have done th e i r  work, the la t te r  ra in  can bring 
no seed to  p e rfec t ion . (Testimonies to  M in is te rs , p. 506)

STUDY and apply the fo l low ing  statements re la t in g  to the outpouring o f 

the l a t t e r  ra in  and the experience o f the remnant church. E spec ia lly  

during HARVEST 90, what im p lica t io ns  does th is  insp ired counsel have 

fo r  us today?

Unless we are d a ily  advancing in the exem plif ica t ion  o f the a c t ive  
C hris tian  v i r tu e s ,  we shall not recognize the manifestations o f 
the Holy S p i r i t  in the la t t e r  ra in .  I t  may be f a l l i n g  on hearts 
a l l  around us, but we sha ll not discern or receive i t .  (Testimonies 
to  M in is te rs , p. 507)

Heavenly in te l l ig e n ce s  w i l l  come among us, and men w i l l  speak as 
they are moved upon by the Holy S p i r i t  o f God. But should the 
Lord work upon men as He did on and a f te r  the day o f Pentecost, 
many who cla im  to  be lieve the t r u th  would know so very l i t t l e  o f 
the operation o f the Holy S p i r i t  tha t they would c ry ,  'Beware o f 
fa n a t ic is m .1 They would say o f those who were f i l l e d  with the 
S p i r i t ,  'These men are f u l l  o f  new w in e '.  . . . There w i l l  be 
those who w i l l  question and c r i t i c i z e  when the S p i r i t  o f God takes 
possession o f  men and women, because th e i r  own hearts are not moved, 
but are cold and unimpressible. (Selected Messages, bk. 2, p. 57)

Why do we not hunger and t h i r s t  fo r  the g i f t  o f the S p i r i t ,  since 
th is  is  the means by which we are to  receive power? Why do we not 
ta lk  o f i t ,  pray fo r  i t ,  preach concerning i t ?  (Testimonies, 8:22)

Our task is  not ju s t  to  continue in the Lord's serv ice , making 
large gains year a f te r  year. The hour is  long overdue when we 
should le t  God use us to  f in is h  qu ick ly  the work by the mighty 
power of His S p i r i t .  'In tense earnestness should now take posses
sion o f u s . '  Testimonies, vo l.  9, p. 44. (B. E. Wagner, Prepara
t io n  fo r  the L a tte r  Rain, p. 27)

Before the f in a l  v is i t a t io n  o f God's judgments upon the earth there 
w i l l  be among the people o f the Lord such a rev iva l o f  p r im i t iv e  
godliness as has not been witnessed since aposto lic  times. (The 
Great Controversy, p. 464)

Thus the message of the th i r d  angel w i l l  be proclaimed. As the 
time comes fo r  i t  to be given w ith  greatest power, the Lord w i l l  
work through humble instruments, leading the minds o f those who 
consecrate themselves to  His s e r v ic e .  The la b o re rs  w i l l  be

Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.



177

q u a l i f ie d  ra ther by the unction o f His S p i r i t  than by the t ra in in g  
o f  l i t e r a r y  i n s t i t u t i o n s .  Men o f f a i t h  and power w i l l  be 
constrained to go fo r th  w ith  holy zeal, declaring the words which 
God gives them. ( I b i d . , p. 606)

The Impotence o f Ido ls  (Zech 10:2)

Contrast what the Lord, the good Shepherd does in Zech 10:1 

and what ido ls  and d iv ine rs  do in Zech 10:2.

The Lord Ido ls  and D iv iners

1. He shall give b r ig h t (thun 1. Ido ls  speak nonsense,
der) clouds van ity

2. He sha ll give showers of rain 2. D iv iners see l ie s

3. He shall give the la t te r  rain 3. Dreamers t e l l  fa ls e  dreams

4. He shall give grass (nour 4. They comfort in vain
ishment) to  everyone.

What was the resu lt  o f fo l low ing  fa ls e  shepherds, i d o ls ,  

d iv in e rs ,  fa lse dreamers, and comforters? Zech 10:2b. Compare w ith  

Matt 9:36, focusing on words such as "h e lp le ss ,"  " t ro u b le d ,"  "harassed."

FOR REFLECTION: What " id o ls , "  fa lse  "d iv in e rs , "  "dreamers," and empty

"comforters" do I depend on in a s p i r i t u a l  sense? How do they cause 

me to be helpless and troubled? What can the good Shepherd do about 

that?

The E v il  Shepherds Punished (Zech 10:3)

Who are the "shepherds" re fe rred  to  in Zech 10:3? Compare them 

w ith  the shepherds in Ezek 34:5-10.
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The context o f the above verses indicates th a t these shepherds 

were fa lse  shepherds who led Israel astray from God. The SPA Bible 

Commentary re fe rs  to  them as "the apostate leaders o f  Is ra e l ,  the p r in 

ces, p r ie s ts ,  and prophets whom God held c h ie f ly  accountable fo r  a l l  

the woe tha t had come upon Israe l in connection w ith  the C a p t iv i ty "  

(4:1108).

Ellen G. White alludes to  the Pharisees, the p r ie s ts ,  ru le rs ,  

and scribes o f  C h r is t 's  time as the fa lse  shepherds. She w r ite s ,  

"The Pharisees . . . were not f u l f i l l i n g  the work o f  the true shepherd. 

The p r ies ts  and ru le rs ,  the scribes and pharisees, destroyed the l iv in g  

pastures, and d e f i le d  the wellsprings o f the water o f l i f e "  (Desire

o f Ages, p. 478).

God V is i ts  His Flock (Zech 10:3)

God l ike n s  his f lock  o f  sheep w ith  "h is goodly horse" in b a t t le  

in Zech 10:3b. What s ign if icance  does th a t reference have?

What a con trast we see between the feeble, t roub led , and wander

ing sheep and the strong horse th a t is  used by God to  achieve v ic to ry  

over the enemies. This is  a miracle o f transformation tha t God wants 

to ac tua lize  in  our l iv e s  i f  we believe and act upon h is  promises. He 

w i l l  make us h is pride and his instruments to gain v ic to ry .  He w i l l  

transform us from harassed, lo s t ,  weak, and shepherdless sheep to  be 

strong and m ajestic  in the Lord.

Ellen G. White has an in te re s t in g  descrip tion  o f the charac

te r is t i c s  o f sheep in Desire o f  Ages. She w r ites ,  "Of a l l  the creatures 

the sheep is  one o f the most t im id  and helpless, and in the East the
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shepherd's care fo r  h is f lock  is u n t i r in g  and incessant" (p. 479). 

What amazing th ings God does fo r  h is sheep from being most t im id and 

helpless to becoming courageous and strong.

What are the three th ings th a t w i l l  come out o f  him (Judah), 

and what do they possib ly represent? Zech 10:4.

The Jews understood Zech 10:4 to be Messianic, p red ic t ing  the 

coming o f  the awaited Messiah. The Targum re fers  to i t  as Messianic. 

Look at the fo l lo w in g  l i s t  in studying th is  verse:

What W il l Come Out o f Judah (Zech 10:4)

1. The Cornerstone A f ig u ra t iv e  term fo r  p r in ce . Messianic fo r
Jesus came out of the t r ib e  of Judah, and there 
are o ther references such as Isa 28:16; Eph 
2:20 and 1 Pet 2:6 that employ the term "corner
stone" in  reference to C h r is t .

2. The Tent Peg or A f ig u ra t iv e  term fo r  leader. As the stake
Stake supports the te n t ,  keeping i t  fa s t  and secure,

so C hr is t may give our l iv e s  fastness, se cu r ity ,  
and confidence. See Isa. 22:23.

3. The Batt le  Bow A f ig u ra t iv e  term fo r w a r r io r . The B ib le  re fe rs
often to C hris t as "the Lord o f h o s ts ."  He is  
the so l id  and re l ia b le  defense of h is  people.

4. Every Ruler The Hebrew word is noges, which may mean "gover
n o r ,"  "exac to r,"  or "master." The RSV rend it ion  
o f " ru le r "  is  preferred over the KJV rend it ion  
o f "oppressor," for " ru le r "  f i t s  the context 
b e t te r .  See Jer 30:21.

FOR REFLECTION: What a wonderful descrip tion  o f the Lord and Savior

Jesus C hris t is  found in Zech 10:4. Is He my prince, the cornerstone 

o f my l i f e ?  Is He the stake o f my te n t ,  and do I receive my support,
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secu r ity ,  and confidence from Him? Is He my w a rr io r ,  my Lord of hosts? 

Does He give me His courage? Is He my sure defense? Is He the ru le r  

o f  my 1i fe?

God Is With His People (Zech 10:5-8, 12)

What is the deep s p ir i tu a l  s ig n if ica n ce  o f God being with His 

people? What does th is  fac t t e l l  us about Him? Zech 10:5.

What is  the re s u l t  of God being w ith  us and us being with God? 

What does th is  togetherness bring about? Zech 10:6-8, 12.

When God is  w ith  his people, a l l  is  poss ib le . The doors o f 

hope, opportun ity , and v ic to ry  are a l l  wide open. The togetherness 

with his people is  the fu l f i l lm e n t  o f God's des ire  throughout the Scrip

tures and h is to ry .  He is  the fa i th fu l  Shepherd who reinains with the 

sheep to  tend them, and not l ik e  the fa lse  absentee shepherds who t o t a l 

ly  neglect them, harass them, and s e l l  them fo r  s laughter.

STUDY c a re fu l ly  the l i s t  on the fo l low ing  page re la t in g  to  the great 

blessings tha t come as a resu lt  o f God being w ith  his people. However, 

le t  us continue to remember tha t these promises were "cond it iona l on 

obedience" (See Zech 6:15 and Prophets and K ings, p. 704).

What does Matt 9:36 have in common w ith  Zech 10:2 and 10:6? 

What does i t  mean to have compassion and what needs does i t  meet? See 

also Ezek 34:12.

The re l ig io n  o f Chris t is not only a re l ig io n  o f  the mind but 

o f the heart a lso. Many tend to neglect the fa c t  tha t C h r is t ia n i ty

Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.



lai

"The Lord Is With Them" Zech 10:5 Reference

1. They sha ll be strong 10:5, 6

2. They sha ll be saved 10:6

3. God w i l l  have compassion on them 10:6

4. They sha ll be as though not cast o f f 10:6

5. God w i l l  answer them 10:6

6. They shall re jo ice 10:7

7. God w i l l  w h is t le  fo r  them 10:8

8. They are redeemed 10:8

9. Their enemies sha ll be defeated 10:11

10. They sha ll be strong in the Lord 
g lo ry  in  his name

and shall 10:12

has a lo t  to  do w ith  compassion, sympathy, and kindness. I t  is above 

a l l  a very p ra c t ica l  re l ig io n  th a t makes people feel the drawing power 

o f  Jesus' love and compassion. Where can one f ind  such q u a l i t ie s  i f  

not in the l iv e s  o f Christians? The world is often hard, in d i f fe re n t ,  

and ca llo u s . There is  a vacuum, a void fo r  the compassion of C hris t

in  our l iv e s .  That is  r e a l ly  where the bottom l in e  is :  Do we have a

heart o f f le sh  th a t sympathizes l ik e  Chris t?  This genuine compassion 

and sympathy is  what d is t ingu ishes the fo llowers o f C hr is t from the 

fo llow ers  o f Satan. Oh, fo r  a heart th a t feels l ik e  C h r is t 's !  Do you

know what is  our greatest sin? "The inhumanity o f man toward man is

our greatest s in" (M in is try  o f Healing, p. 163).

E. G. White has a great deal to say about the compassion,
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sympathy, and tenderness o f C h r is t ,  the good Shepherd. Study c a re fu l ly

the fo l low ing  statements where such words are mentioned, then re f le c t

on t h e i r  im p lica t ions  fo r  your l i f e .

The souls who came to  Jesus f e l t  in  His presence that even for 
them there was escape from the p i t  o f  s in . The Pharisees had only 
scorn and condemnation fo r  them; but C hr is t greeted them as ch ild ren 
o f God, estranged indeed from the Father 's  house but not forgotten 
from the Father's  h e a r t . And t h e i r  very misery and sin made them 
only the more the ob jects o f His compassion. (C h r is t 's  Object 
Lessons, p. 186, emphasis supplied)

He who took humanity upon Himself knows how to  sympathize w ith  the 
su ffe r ings  o f humanity. Not only does Chris t know every sou l, and 
p ecu lia r  needs and t r i a l s  o f th a t s o u l, but He knows a l l  the c i r 
cumstances tha t chafe and perplex the s p i r i t .  His hand is  out- 
stretched in p i ty in g  tenderness to  every su ffe r in g  c h i ld .  (M in is try  
o f Healing, p. 249, emphasis supplied)

How many o f the wandering ones have you, reader, sought fo r  and 
brought back to  the fo ld?  When you tu rn  from those who seem un
promising and u n a t t ra c t iv e ,  do you re a lize  th a t  you are neglecting 
the souls fo r  whom C hr is t is  seeking? At the very time when you 
tu rn  from them, they may be in the greatest need o f your compassion.

Angels p i t y  these wandering ones. Angels weep, while human eyes 
are dry and hearts are closed to  p i t y .

0 the lack o f  deep, soul-touching sympathy fo r  the tempted and the 
e r r in g !  0 fo r  more o f  C h r is t 's  s p i r i t ,  and fo r  less, fa r  less , of 
s e l f !  (C h r is t 's  Object Lessons, pp. 191, 192, emphasis supplied)

What s ign if icance  does the phrase "as though I had not cast 

them o f f "  in Zech 10:6 have? What l i g h t  does i t s  s ign if icance  shed on 

God's concept o f repentance and forgiveness?

Our God is  a God o f incen tives . He uses incentives to  appeal 

and to  draw His wandering sheep back to  Him. He appeals to His people 

to  p ro je c t  themselves .into the fu tu re  and have a view o f what q u a l i ty  

re la t io n sh ip  they would have with Him i f  they would respond to  His 

drawing power. In His love He searches fo r  ways to  woo us unto Himself.
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And, in sp ite  o f a l l  th a t we have done and how low we have sunk, He is 

w i l l i n g  to turn to a new page in His re la t io n sh ip  w ith  us as though 

th a t is  the very beginning o f tha t re la t io n s h ip .  Thank God fo r  tha t! 

Often people do not fo rg e t ,  or do not want to fo rg e t ,  th e i r  negative 

past or the negative past o f the people around them. But God is  d i f 

fe re n t . I f  we respond to  Him, He fo rge ts  the worst things about us 

and remembers the best th ings on ly . "To the returned e x i le s  God 

promised res to ra t ion  f u l l  and fre e .  I f  they had cooperated w ith  the

purposes o f Heaven, they soon would have enjoyed a p rosperity  not to

be d is t ingu ished from th a t which i t  had been t h e i r  p r iv i le g e  e a r l ie r

to  obtain" (SPA Bible Commentary, 4:1108).

FOR REFLECTION: Is i t  d i f f i c u l t  fo r  me to  accept God's acceptance o f

me? Is i t  d i f f i c u l t  fo r  me to fo rg ive  myself fo r  what God has already 

forg iven me? Why and why not?

ILLUMINATION:

Since we are s in fu l ,  unholy, we cannot p e r fe c t ly  obey the holy 
law. We have no righteousness o f our own w ith  which to  meet 
the claims of the law o f God. But God has made a way of escape 
fo r  us. He l ived  on earth amid t r i a l s  and temptations such as 
we have to  meet. He l ived  a s in less  l i f e .  He died fo r  us, 
and now He o ffe rs  to  take our sins and give us His r igh teous
ness. I f  you give yo u rse lf  to  Him, and accept Him as your 
Saviour, then, s in fu l  as your l i f e  may have been, fo r  His sake 
you are accounted r ighteous. C h r is t 's  character stands in 
place o f your character, and you are accepted before God ju s t  
as i f  you had not sinned. (Steps to  C h r is t , p. 62, emphasis 
supplied)

I t  was taught by the Jews th a t  before God's love is  extended 
to  the s inner, he must f i r s t  repent. . . .  We do not repent in 
order th a t God may love us, but He reveals to us His love in  order 
tha t we may repent. (C h r is t 's  Object Lessons, p. 189)

FOR REFLECTION: Do we tend to remember the good or the bad things
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about others? How can we experience Zech 10:6, . . as though I had

not cut them o f f "  in our re la t io n sh ip  w ith  o thers, e spec ia lly  the ones 

who have insu lted  or offended us? Study c a re fu l ly  the fo l low ing  s ta te 

ment and see how i t  may be applied to  your personal experience:

I f  we keep uppermost in our minds the unkind and un jus t acts o f 
o thers, we shall f in d  i t  impossible to love them as C h r is t  has 
loved us; but i f  our thoughts dwell upon the wondrous love and 
p i ty  o f C hr is t to  us, the same s p i r i t  w i l l  f low out to  o thers.
. . . This w i l l  k i l l  out a l l  narrowing se lf ishness, and make us 
large-hearted and generous. (Steps to  C h r is t , p. 121)

What does the anthropomorphism o f  God h iss ing  or w h is t l in g  to  

His f lock  t e l l  you about God? Zech 10:8.

The word "h iss" or "w h is t le "  comes from the Hebrew sharaq. 

The p ic tu re  o f God w h is t l in g  comes from Isa 5:26 and 7:18 where He 

whis tles to  a na tion , to  a f l y ,  and to  a bee.

In th is  context the Lord, the good Shepherd, is  c a l l in g  His

scattered people w ith a w h is t l in g  sound to  gather them to  Him ju s t  as

the shepherd whis tles to  draw the sheep around him. W h is t l ing  may

ind ica te  not only the c a l l in g  of His people but also His sooth ing,

comforting, and assurance. What a beau t ifu l p ic tu re  of our God! He 

is  w i l l in g  to  compare Himself to  a h iss in g , w h is t l in g  shepherd in order 

to le t  us know tha t He cares and loves.

Where is  our real strength found? Zech 10:5, 6, 12.

Is ra e l 's  Rejection o f  the Good Shepherd (11:1-17)

In Zech 10 God has done His best, as we have c le a r ly  seen, to

a l lu re  and gather His f lo ck  to  Him. He even would again be w i l l i n g  to

repeat the great miracles tha t He wrought in th e i r  behalf in the past,
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such as the miracle o f  the crossing o f the Red Sea (Exod 14). But in 

chap. 11 we see the re je c t io n  o f Is ra e l 's  on ly Hope in  sp ite  o f a l l  

the encouragement and promises o f  the previous chapter. There the 

flock  fo l lo w  e v i l  and fa lse  shepherds instead o f the good Shepherd, 

and what a d i f fe re n t  re s u l t !

Compare the resume o f the good Shepherd in Zech 10 and Ezek 

34:11-16 in the fo l lo w ing  tab le , then contrast such c h a ra c te r is t ic s  

w ith  those o f the fo o l is h  and fa lse  shepherds o f Israel in  Zech 11:16 

and Ezek 34:1-10. See also John 10.

I t  is  hard to  be lieve th a t the Jews chose the fa ls e  shepherds 

over the Good Shepherd. The comparison study below presents the facts 

about good and e v i l  shepherds. Satan does not want us to  know such 

facts and unmask his tru e  id e n t i t y .  The choice seems obvious. How 

could anyone want to  f a l l  in to  the hands of the ev il  shepherd! Yet 

tha t is  what most people choose. What choice have we made? Is Jesus 

our Good Shepherd? Do we belong to His flock?

The foo l ish  shepherds do not even take care o f the healthy 

sheep, but the good Shepherd takes cares of the weakest— "the f lo ck  o f 

the slaughter" and the "poor o f the f lo c k . "  What does th is  fa c t  say 

about the character o f  the good Shepherd? Zech 11:4, 7.

The apostle James defines what is  pure and undefiled re l ig io n .  

I t  is to take care o f  orphans and widows in th e i r  a f f l i c t i o n s  (see

James 1 :27). Pure re l ig io n  is manifested not so much in  doing the

pleasant tasks, but by helping the needy, wanting the unwanted, and

seeking the fo rgo tten . I t  is  so easy to ignore and bypass such people,
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The Evil Shepherd vs. The Good Shepherd

The Ev il Shepherds The Good Shepherd

1. Do not care fo r  the perishing 1. Rescues the perish ing

2. 0o not seek the wandering 
and lo s t

2. Searches fo r  the lo s t

3. Do not heal the maimed and 
sick

3. Heals the s ick

4. Do not nourish the sheep 4. Feeds the sheep

5. Devour the fa t  ones 5. Watches over the fa t  and 
strong

6. Do not strengthen the weak 6. Strengthens the weak

7. Do not bind up the cr ipp led 7. Binds up the cr ipp led

8. They are harsh. They howl. 8. He is  gen tle—He whistles

9. Absentee shepherds— 
ind i f fe re n t

9. He is present—on the job 
He id e n t i f ie s  w ith  them

10. They k i l l  and feed on the 
sheep

10. He dies fo r  the sheep

but reaching out to  them is  the true test o f  genuine re l ig io n .

The good Shepherd, who is meek and low ly  in h e a rt ,  seeks the 

lone ly and the poor o f the f lo c k - - th e  ones who are humble, apprec ia tive , 

and teachable. This is  a sign o f true  greatness and s tre ng th . Jesus, 

from a pos it ion  o f  power, o f g lo ry ,  reaches to  the weakest, the most 

miserable, and the ones ready to  d ie .

What depraved s p i r i t  do the fa lse shepherds show when they
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say, "Blessed be the Lord; fo r  I am r ic h .  . . ."?  What commandment o f 

the Decalogue are they breaking? Zech 11:5.

The ev il  shepherds t r a f f i c  in  s e l l i n g  the sheep fo r  the 

slaughter and fo r  the motive o f s e l f is h  p r o f i t .  What audacity to  a t 

t r ib u te  to  God the b lessing over th e i r  e v i l  ac t ion ! I t  seems clear 

tha t th e i r  consciences were seared, and they did not even feel any 

g u i l t  fo r  th e i r  actions o f  m is tre a t in g  the f lo c k  in th e i r  t r u s t .

I t  is  l ik e  an act o f blasphemy to  thank or give c re d it  to God 

fo r  tha t which He cannot condone or b less. There are people who involve 

God and hold Him responsible and a t t r ib u te  c e r ta in  actions to  Him tha t 

He has nothing to do w ith .  This is  a breach o f the th i r d  commandment 

o f not tak ing  the name o f God in vain (Exod 20 :7 ).

What are the names o f  the two s ta f fs  taken by the good Shepherd, 

and what do they s ig n i fy?  Zech 11:7.

Here the prophet Zechariah is  commissioned by God to  perform, 

or act o u t,  a prophetic symbol o f  the good Shepherd. He, in th is  par

t ic u la r  context, is  a type o f  the Messiah, who w i l l  be m istreated and 

rejected by His own whom He came to  save. Zechariah took two staves 

"Beauty" and "Bands" symbolizing by such a prophetic a c t,  God's f in a l  

attempt to  restore His wayward people.

The name of the f i r s t  rod, "Beauty," comes from the Hebrew 

word no‘ am, which means kindness, f r ie n d l in e s s ,  or graciousness. The 

name o f the second rod, "Bands," comes from the Hebrew word chobelim 

related to  the word chebel, which is  the s ingu la r  form o f the word fo r
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"rope" or "co rd ."  Thus the p lu ra l form means cords or bands, symboliz

ing union.

According to Ps 23:4, the shepherd ca rr ied  a rod and a s t a f f  

— rod to  ward o f f  attacks against the sheep and a s t a f f  with which to 

d i re c t  and guide the f lo c k .  The two key words are defense and guidance. 

We may in te rp re t  the rod Grace to mean God's power and goodness in His 

defense of Is ra e l against i t s  enemies. The s ta f f  Bonds may be i n t e r 

preted to  mean God's b lessing of u n ity  between Judah and Is ra e l ,  between 

His people. The shepherd's s ta f f ,  or crook, is  used to gather and 

guide the sheep to  stay un ited and thereby remain strong.

What d id  the two acts o f breaking the two s ta f fs  symbolize? 

Zech 11:10, 14.

I t  is  amazing to  consider how long -su ffe r in g  and pa tien t God 

is .  Before he re jected the Jewish nation as a whole, He "cut o f f "  the 

three shepherds (11 :8), representing the e v i l  shepherds, in order to 

awaken the f lo c k  o f  His people to t h e i r  desperate co nd it ion . The three 

shepherds p o s s ib ly  r e fe r  to the three types o f leaders—p r ie s ts ,  

prophets, and kings. A l l  were u n fa i th fu l  to  Him. "God delivered His 

people from a l l  opposition and from oppressive leadership. He did 

everything possib le  in order that His plans w ith respect to  Israe l 

might succeed" (SPA B ib le  Commentary, 4:1111).

The sha tte r ing  o f the two staves did not take place at the 

same time, which is  another ind ica t ion  o f God's lon g -su ffe r in g . The 

breaking of the staves Grace and Union denotes the withdrawal o f God's 

gracious p ro tec tion  and defense, His pa tien t dealing w ith  His people,
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and the d isso lu t io n  o f un ity  between Is ra e l and Judah. I t  is the 

d is s o lu t io n  o f  the  res to red  covenant which was f in a l iz e d  in i t s  

f u l f i l lm e n t  at the death o f C h r is t .

Did a l l  the nation re je c t  the good Shepherd? What element o f 

a f a i t h f u l  remnant do you see in Zech 11:11? See also Zech 11:7. 

What c h a ra c te r is t ic s  did they e xh ib it?

The "poor o f the f lo c k , "  the small f a i t h fu l  remnant, is l ik e  a 

breath o f fresh a i r ,  so to speak, in the middle of broken covenants, 

r e b e l l io n ,  and re je c t io n .  Throughout the ages no matter how gloomy 

the s i tu a t io n ,  there has always been a sm a ll,  f a i t h fu l  remnant to God. 

This remnant manifested the fo l low ing  c h a ra c te r is t ic s :  (1) Poor, or

what C hr is t c a l ls  them in the Sermon on the Mount, " the poor in s p i r i t "  

—the ones who are meek, humble, and teachable; (2) p a t ie n t—they waited 

p a t ie n t ly  on the Lord t ru s t in g  in  Him; and (3) aware—they acknowledged 

Him as the One sent from God. The "poor" represent s p ir i tu a l  Is ra e l ,  

the church today.

What very important event took place between the breaking o f 

the two staves? Zech 11:12-13.

The re je c t io n  and betrayal o f the Messiah by the Jewish nation 

was symbolized by the wages He received— t h i r t y  pieces of s i l v e r .  

This subject is  discussed f u l l y  in  the next lesson. Suff ice  i t  to  

quote Ellen G. White here when she says th a t

. . . the la s t  appeal to  Jerusalem had been in va in . . . .
In every age there is given to men th e i r  day o f l ig h t  and

p r iv i le g e ,  a probationary time in which they may become reconciled
to  God. Rut there is  a l im i t  to  th is  grace.

That day had come to Jerusalem. Jesus wept in anguish over
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the doomed c i t y ,  but He could not d e l iv e r  her. He had exhausted 
every resource. (Desire o f Ages, pp. 580, 587)

What does the fo o l ish  shepherd do to  the flock?  Describe his 

end. Zech 11:16, 17.

This e v i l  shepherd is  described in d i f fe re n t  B ib le t ra n s la t ion s  

as fo o l is h ,  worth less, and id le .  The Hebrew word is  1 e l i  1, which means 

nothingness or worthlessness (11:17). In 11:15 the word in Hebrew is 

1ewi1i , which means useless. A l l  o f the above adjectives are true 

about th is  shepherd. Also the root word in the Hebrew may mean to  

grow th ic k .  I t  is  obvious from what th is  fo o l ish  shepherd does to  the 

sheep tha t he is  u t t e r l y  insens ib le  and ca llous to the needs and welfare 

of the sheep.

FURTHER STUDY AND MEDITATION: Read Desire o f Ages, pp. 476-484.

SUMMARY: One cannot help but be u t te r ly  amazed at how p a t ie n t ly  God

attempts to shepherd His ungratefu l and reb e l l io us  f lo c k .  He exhausts 

a l l  the means a t His disposal to restore His people even sending His 

own Son. The two staves o f the covenant were not broken because of 

the good Shepherd, but because Israe l made tha t choice. Yet, in the 

very midst of gloom, God's S p i r i t  remains w ith  in d iv id u a ls ,  the remnant, 

those who appreciate His work, wait upon Him, and acknowledge Him in 

th e i r  l iv e s .

APPLICATION

1. In my d a i ly  l i f e ,  what shepherd am I fo llow ing?

2. Is my d a i ly  re l ig io n  more a re l ig io n  of the mind or the

heart?
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3. Do I f in d  myself a t t ra c te d  to  help and l i f t  up the "poor" 

o f the f lock?  Or am I a ttrac ted  to  the seemingly strong and successful? 

Why and why not?

4. Have I exhausted a l l  my resources, and have I done my best 

in res to r in g  a wayward brother or s is te r ,  or in  healing a broken re la 

tionship?

5. How se ns it ive  am I to  the needs and hurts o f others? What 

kind o f shepherd am I to  others?

6. Am I r e a l ly  a member o f  God's f a i t h fu l  remnant? Do I ,  in  

my d a i ly  l i f e ,  show meekness and teachableness? Do I wait on the Lord? 

Do I acknowledge Him as Saviour and Lord?
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LESSON 12 

“ THE LAMR SLAIN"

THIS WEEK'S STUDY: Zechariah 9:11; 11;12, 13; 12:10; 13:1, 6, 7.

MEMORY VERSE: "In th a t day there sha ll be a fountain opened
to the house o f  David and to the inhab itants  o f Jerusalem fo r  
sin and fo r  uncleanness" (Zechariah 13:1).

CENTRAL THOUGHT: When the Good Shepherd loves, He loves to  the end.

He not only becomes the Shepherd of a rebe ll ious  f lo c k ,  but in His

incarnation He becomes one w ith  the f lo c k .  He becomes indeed the "Lainb 

o f God s la in  from the foundations of the world" g iv ing  His l i f e  fo r  the 

sheep.

OVERVIEW:

1. The blood o f the covenant (Zech 9:11)

2. T h ir ty  pieces o f  s i lv e r  (Zech 11:12, 13)

3. Whom they have pierced (Zech 12:10)

4. A founta in opened (Zech 13:1)

5. Wounds in the hands (Zech 13:6)

6. "Awake, 0 sword, against my shepherd . . .  my fe l lo w "  (Zech

13:7)

INTRODUCTION: In the previous lesson we contrasted the c h a ra c te r is t ic s

of the Good Shepherd w ith  those of the e v i l  ones. The e v i l  shepherds 

do exac tly  the opposite to  the sheep to what the Good Shepherd does.
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They ignore, abuse, feed on, and k i l l  the sheep. On the other hand, the 

Good Shepherd takes care even of the weakest and searches fo r  the lo s t .  

And not only th a t .  He so id e n t i f ie s  w ith  the sheep that He becomes one 

with them; and instead o f tak ing  th e i r  l iv e s  away, He gives His own l i f e  

fo r  them. He is  the Lamb o f  God who shed His blood on Calvary fo r  the 

cleansing of sin and eternal redemption. He was betrayed and wounded 

by the very people He came to save. The righteous judgment o f God

that was to f a l l  upon the f lo c k  f e l l  upon the Shepherd, the Lamb as

the u lt im a te  su b s t i tu t io n a ry  s a c r i f ic e  and surety fo r His ungrateful 

people. However, His precious blood th a t was shed on the cross is  the

very source o f cleansing and sa lvation fo r  anyone who accepts the

Saviour. Remember the words o f the old hymn: "There is  a founta in

f i l l e d  w ith blood, drawn from Immanuel's veins; and sinners plunged 

beneath tha t f lo o d ,  lose a l l  t h e i r  g u i l t y  s ta in s " .

The Blood o f the Covenant (Zech 9:11)

What does the term "blood o f the covenant" s ign ify?  Zech 9:11.

The above term has two p r in c ip a l words: "blood" and "covenant." 

In i t s  broader aspects the covenant re fe rs  to the promise made to  man

in the Garden o f Eden (Gen 3:15) th a t the seed o f the woman (Jesus)

shall bruise the head o f the serpent (Satan). That covenant was sealed 

with the blood o f the two innocent lambs k i l le d  to  cover the nakedness 

of Adam and Eve. That covering symbolized the righteousness o f C hris t 

rea lized  on the cross of Calvary by the shed blood o f the Lamb o f God.

This covenant was renewed to  Abraham (Gen 22:10-19) when God 

provided the s a c r i f i c ia l  ram th a t was s la in  in place of Isaac. The
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renewed covenant between God and Abraham was also sealed w ith  the shed 

blood o f the ram symbolizing the Lamb o f God.

Again th is  covenant was renewed w ith  Israe l at Sinai and dedi

cated w ith  blood. " . . .  Behold the blood o f the covenant," Moses said 

a f te r  he sprink led  i t  on the people (Exod 24:8).

When the Lamb o f God became the actual s a c r i f ic e ,  and symbol 

met r e a l i t y ,  th is  covenant became known as the new covenant sealed not 

w ith  the blood o f animals but w ith  the very blood o f  Jesus (Heb 8:8-12; 

9 :11-14).

ILLUMINATION:

Though th is  covenant was made with Adam and renewed to  Abraham, 
i t  could not be r a t i f i e d  u n t i l  the death o f C h r is t .  I t  had 
existed by the promise o f God since the f i r s t  in t im a t ion  o f 
redemption had been given; i t  had been accepted by f a i t h ;  ye t 
when r a t i f i e d  by C h r is t ,  i t  is  ca lled  a new covenant.

Another compact—ca lled  in Scrip ture  the "o ld "  covenant—was 
formed between God and Israel at S ina i,  and was then r a t i f i e d  
by the blood o f a s a c r i f ic e .  The Abrahamic covenant was r a t i 
f ie d  by the blood o f C h r is t ,  and i t  is  ca lled  the 'second,' or 
'new,' covenant, because the blood by which i t  was sealed was 
shed a f te r  the blood o f  the f i r s t  covenant." (Patr ia rchs and 
Prophets, pp. 370-371)

How fa r  back does the plan of redemption through the s a c r i f ic e  

o f  Jesus go? Rev 13:8; 1 Peter 1:19, 20; Eph 1:4.

The plan o f sa lva tion  through the s a c r i f ic e  of Jesus was con

ceived before the world was created. In tha t d iv in e  plan tha t goes 

back to the time when nothing and no one was created in th is  world, 

God included the redeemed, "foreordained" and "chosen." That d iv ine 

agreement tha t C hr is t w i l l  d ie fo r  the human race someday, was based 

on the so l id  and unchangeable promise o f God. Therefore, C h r is t may
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be regarded as "The Lamb s la in  from the foundation o f the w o r ld ."  So 

the decision was reached before the world began, confirmed a t the cross 

o f  Calvary.

ILLUMINATION:

But d iv ine  love had conceived a plan whereby man might be 
redeemed. . . . None but C hr is t could redeem fa l le n  man from 
the curse o f the law and bring him again in to  harmony w ith  
Heaven. C hris t would take upon Himself the g u i l t  and shame of 
s in .  • • •

Before the Father He pleaded in the s inne r 's  behalf, while 
the host o f heaven awaited the re s u lt  w ith an in te n s i ty  o f 
in te re s t  that words cannot express. Long continued was tha t 
mysterious communing. (Patr ia rchs and Prophets, p. 63).

Before the foundations o f the earth were la id ,  the Father and 
the Son had un ited  in  a covenant to  redeem man i f  he should be 
overcome by Satan. They clasped th e i r  hands in a solemn pledge 
th a t  C h r is t  shou ld  become the surety fo r  the human race. 
(Desire o f  Ages, p. 834).

FOR REFLECTION: Knowing tha t Adam would f a l l ,  why did God take the 

r is k  o f c rea ting  him? How does God's act o f c rea ting  man f i t  in to  His 

love and man's freedom o f  choice?

T h ir ty  Pieces o f S i lv e r  (Zech 11:12, 13)

Where did the idea o f t h i r t y  pieces o f s i lv e r  o r ig in a te  in the 

S crip tu res , and what s ig n if ica n ce  does i t  have? Exod 21:32.

This was the p r ice  given to  the master o f a male or female slave 

k i l le d  by an ox. The t h i r t y  pieces or shekels o f s i lv e r  were to  be paid 

in compensation o f the loss o f the slave. That amount was according ly 

the p r ice , or the w orth , th a t was placed on a s lave. "T h ir ty  shekels 

o f s i lv e r  would be equ iva len t to approximately $8.75 today" ( SPA Bible 

Commentary, 1:615). In the Commentary 4:111, the present value is
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given as about $12.60. "However, the more ancient shekel was o f smaller 

weight than the one in use in the time o f Zechariah" ( I b id . ;  see also 

SOA Bib le Commentary, 1:168). So the price  is  shamefully low fo r  the 

l i f e  o f a person; $8.75—$12.60 was the pr ice  o f a s lave, and the same 

price  tha t the Messiah, the Creator o f the world, was betrayed fo r !

What does the request o f the Good Shepherd about His wages fo r

shepherding the f lo ck  say about Him? What does th is  extremely low

price say about the Jewish nation and i t s  leaders? Zech 11:12.

The very fa c t  tha t the Good Shepherd asks fo r  His wages or the

pe o p le 's  e v a lu a t io n  o f His serv ice shows the to ta l  contempt and

in g ra t i tud e  o f God's people. He leaves i t  to  th e i r  sense o f ju s t ic e .  

Contrary to the other fa lse shepherds, He does not threaten or use 

force w ith  the f lo c k ,  ra ther He leaves Himself and the value o f His 

work at th e i r  mercy.

When the Jewish leaders paid Judas t h i r t y  pieces o f  s i l v e r ,  they 

showed exactly  what they thought o f Jesus—to ta l  d isregard, contempt, 

and ungratefu lness. The payment o f t h i r t y  pieces o f s i lv e r  was given 

when a slave d ied; so when they paid Judas tha t sum fo r  betraying Jesus, 

they showed t h e i r  in te n t io n  not only o f  not being g ra te fu l ,  but to  take 

the l i f e  o f th e i r  Good Shepherd.

How was Zech 11:12, 13 f u l f i l l e d  in the New Testament? Matt 

26:14-16; 27:3-4.

FOR REFLECTION: The a ll-w orthy  Chris t was treated as worthless by

humankind, hut He trea ted  unworthy humanity as worth every th ing , even 

His l i f e .  Think o f  the contrast between the p r ice  o f  the t h i r t y  pieces
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o f s i lv e r  and the price  w ith  which Jesus purchased humanity. A l l  the 

s i lv e r  and gold was not an adequate p r ice  fo r  an in d iv id u a l .  Compare 

and contrast 1 Peter 1:18, 19 w ith  Zech 11:12.

ILLUMINATION:

Rich and poor, high and low, free and bond, are God's he r itage .
He who gave His l i f e  to  redeem man sees in every human being a 
value th a t exceeds f i n i t e  computation. By the mystery and 
g lory  o f the cross we are to discern His estimate o f the value 
o f the sou l. When we do th is ,  we shall feel th a t  human beings, 
however degraded, have cost too much to  be trea ted  w ith  coldness 
or contempt." (M in is t ry  o f Healing, pp. 162, 163)

Where was Zechariah ins truc ted  to  cast the t h i r t y  pieces of 

s i lv e r?  What does the ad jec tive  "good ly ," in describ ing the Good 

Shepherd's p r ic e ,  mean? Zech 11:13.

ILLUSTRATION: The Lord 's  abhorrence o f the p r ice  they gave Him is

evident in the strong irony  seen in "goodly p r ic e . "  No, i t  is  not a 

splendid p r ic e ,  fa r  from i t !  I t  is  a p r ice  worthy only o f being thrown 

away. I t  is  an in s u l t .  I t  can be i l l u s t r a te d  by an inc iden t I 

witnessed sometime ago. A laborer had spent a whole day repa ir ing  the 

house o f a land lo rd . At the end o f a hard day o f  work, the laborer 

waited fo r  h is wages fo r  a job well done only to receive a few coins. 

Feeling insu lted  by the la n d lo rd 's  low opinion o f h is  labor, he refused 

to accept the l i t t l e  money casting i t  to the ground a t the fee t o f  the 

land lord  and leav ing.

How was Zech 11:13 f u l f i l l e d  in the New Testament? Matt 27:1- 

10; Acts 1:16.
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Whom They Have Pierced (Zech 12:10)

Who is  the one who was pierced? How do you explain the out

pouring o f the s p i r i t  o f grace and supp lica t ion  upon Israe l? What is 

the s ign if icance  o f  th e i r  mourning? Zech 12:10, 11.

The word "grace" is  tra ns la ted  from the Hebrew word chen, which 

means to  be gracious. When " fa vo r"  is jo ined  with "su p p l ic a t io n s ,"  we 

have the meaning o f  a s p i r i t  poured out seeking grace.

Zech 12:10 introduces a new element o f mourning and seeking 

God's favor. We may glean from the context that a very important 

s p i r i tu a l  leader had been martyred through the connivance and ignorance 

of the leaders. Then remorse and mourning and a s p i r i t  o f supplication  

took f i rm  hold o f the people a f te r  they had f u l l y  rea lized what they had 

done.

. . . the prophet is here envis ioning a fa r  reaching s p ir i tu a l  
re v iv a l ,  brought about by a new glimpse o f the sinfu lness o f 
s in ,  and characterized by an earnest search fo r  the righteous
ness o f C h r is t.  Looking upon the 'p ie rced ' Messiah, seeing in  
Him the f u l f i l lm e n t  of a l l  the Old Testament types, perceiving 
as never before the marvelous love o f God in the g i f t  of His 
Son, men would deeply mourn over th e i r  past defects o f charac
t e r . "  (SOA B ib le  Commentary, 4:1113)

The apostle Peter presented th is  "p ierced" Messiah to the Jews 

r ig h t  a f te r  the Pentecost in Acts 2. In Acts 2:23 Peter t e l l s  them tha t 

they had c ru c if ie d  and k i l le d  the Messiah. Then in Acts 2:37 we are 

to ld ,  "Now when they heard t h i s ,  they were pricked in th e i r  heart, and 

said unto Peter and to  the res t o f the apostles men and brethren, what 

shall we do?" That was the day when three thousand souls repented, 

were baptized, and jo ined the e a r ly  Church.

Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.



199

What im po rta n t ro le  does c o n d i t io n a l  prophecy p lay in  

in te rp re t in g  th is  te x t  o f Zech 12:10 and 11?

The mourning as one mourns fo r  h is  only son may also be in 

g r ie f  over the death o f the Messiah. A g r ie f  such as a nation prepared 

to  received the Messiah would have experienced. Zechariah is  here (Zech 

12:10) presenting Is ra e l 's  future as i t  m ight have been. I t  was God's 

design th a t  the whole earth should be prepared fo r the f i r s t  advent o f 

C hris t (see Prophets and Kings, p. 704). How d i f fe re n t  would have been 

the h is to ry  o f the Jewish nation and o f Jerusalem i f  the people had ac

cepted the g i f t  o f God's beloved Son (see Desire o f Ages, p. 576, 577)! 

Had he come to  a nation thus prepared to rece ive  Him, and had He sud

denly been 'p ie rc e d , '  how deep th e i r  g r ie f  would have been. The poig

nancy of t h e i r  g r ie f  would have been heightened by the re a liz a t io n  tha t 

th e i r  own sins had caused His death.

FOR REFLECTION: Meditate ca re fu l ly  on the fo l low ing  moving words o f

the S p i r i t  o f Prophecy re la t in g  to Jerusalem's re je c t io n  o f the Messiah:

Jesus raised His hand,—that had so o ften  blessed the sick and 
s u f fe r in g ,—and waving i t  towards the doomed c i t y ,  in broken 
utterances o f g r ie f  exclaimed: ‘ I f  thou hadst known, even thou 
at lea s t in th is  thy day, the th ings which belong unto thy 
peace! — ' Here the Saviour paused, and l e t  unsaid what might 
have been the condition of Jerusalem had she accepted the help 
tha t God desired to  give h e r ,—the g i f t  o f  His beloved Son . . . 
she might have stood fo r th  in the p r ide  of p ro sp e r i ty ,  the 
queen o f  Kingdoms. (Desire o f Ages, pp 576, 577)

Jerusalem had been the c h i ld  o f His care, and as a tender 
fa the r mourns over a wayward son, so Jesus wept over the beloved 
c i t y .  How can I give thee up? . . . One soul is  o f  such value 
th a t ,  in  comparison w ith  i t  worlds sink in to  in s ig n if ic a n c e ,  but 
here was a whole nation to be lo s t .  When the fa s t  westering 
sun should pass from sight in the heavens, Jerusalem's day of 
grace would be ended. ( Ib id ,  p. 578)
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What valuable lessons must we learn in d iv id u a l ly  and as a church 

from the t ra g ic  experience o f Jerusalem, especia lly  in preparing fo r  

C h r is t 's  soon return?

The Lord desires to teach us, His people in the las t days, 

valuable lessons from the experience o f Jerusalem of o ld .  What ex

periences do we have in common w ith Jerusalem tha t re jected and was 

re jected by the Messiah? Can h is to ry  be possibly repeating i t s e l f  in 

our l iv e s  in d iv id u a l ly  and in the l i f e  o f our church? God fo rb id !  

Study c a re fu l ly  these sobering l ines  from Ellen G. White, and ask your

s e l f  the question, 'Where do I f i t  in a l l  o f th is? '

The warning is  fo r  a l l  t im e . C h r is t 's  act in cursing the tree 
which His own power had created stands as a warning to al 1 
churches and to a l l  C h r is t ia n s . No one can l iv e  the law of 
God w ithout m in is te r ing  to  o thers. But there are many who do 
not l i v e  out C h r is t 's  m e rc ifu l ,  unse lf ish  l i f e .  Some who th ink 
themselves exce llen t Chris tians do not understand what con s t i
tu tes service fo r  God. They plan and study to  please themsel
ves. They act only in  reference to  s e l f .  Time is o f  value to  
them only as they gather fo r  themselves. (Desire o f Ages, p.
584)

In every age there is  given to men th e i r  day of l i g h t  and 
p r iv i le g e ,  a probationary time in which they may become recon
c i le d  to  God. But there is  a 1 im it  to  th is  grace. Mercy may 
plead fo r  years and be s l igh ted  and re jec ted , but there comes 
a time when mercy makes her la s t  p le a . The heart becomes so 
hardened th a t i t  ceases to respond to the S p i r i t  o f God. 
( I b i d . , p. 587)

That day had come to  Jerusalem. Jesus wept in anguish over 
the doomed c i t y ,  but He could not d e l iv e r  her. He had exhausted 
every source. ( I b i d . )

The Jewish nation was a symbol o f the people of a l l  ages who 
scorn the pleadings o f i n f i n i t e  love. The tears of C h r is t  when 
He wept over the sins o f a l l  t im e . In the judgments pronounced 
upon Is ra e l ,  those who re je c t  the reproofs and warnings o f God's 
Holy S p i r i t  may read th e i r  own condemnation. ( I b id .—emphasis 
supplied)

In th is  generation there are many who are treading on the same
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ground as were the unbelieving Jews. They have witnessed the 
manifestation o f the power o f God; the Holy S p i r i t  has spoken 
to  th e i r  hearts; but they c l in g  to th e i r  unbe lie f and re s is 
tance. ( Ib id . )

How was th is  Messianic prophecy o f  Zech 12:10 f u l f i l l e d  in the 

New Testament? John 19:34-37.

The Jewish leaders were so p a r t ic u la r  in 'keeping* the Sabbath, 

in  'obeying' the law tha t they asked P i la te  to break the legs of Jesus 

to  make sure He was dead, and to  take him down from the cross before 

sundown Friday. Here is a prime example o f keeping the l e t t e r  o f the

law, but not i t s  s p i r i t .  The le t t e r  o f the law without the s p i r i t  o f

the law l i t e r a l l y  k i l l s .  Here were the Jewish leaders 'keeping' the

Sabbath commandment while murdering 'the  Lord o f the Sabbath'! I t  is

in c re d ib le !  But how about us? Do we hurt people around us in the 

process o f being re l ig io u s ,  o f  keeping the l e t t e r  o f the law, but not 

the S p i r i t  of the law? I t  is  a sobering question fo r each o f us.

ILLUMINATION:

The p r ies ts  and ru le rs  were amazed to  f ind  that C hr is t was 
dead. Death by the cross was a l in g e r in g  process, i t  was d i f 
f i c u l t  to determine when l i f e  had ceased. I t  was an unheard- 
o f th ing  fo r one to  die w ith in  s ix  hours o f c ru c i f ix io n .  The 
p r ie s ts  wished to make sure o f  the death o f Jesus, and at th e i r  
suggestion a so ld ie r  th ru s t  a spear in to  the Saviour's side. 
From the wound thus made, there flowed two copious and d is t in c t  
streams, one o f blood, the other o f water. (Desire o f Ages, 
pp. 771, 772)

Why did Jesus die so qu ick ly?  What caused His death? Was i t  

the physical s u f fe r in g ,  the th ru s t  o f the spear?

But i t  was not the spear th ru s t ,  i t  was not the pain of the 
cross, that caused the death of Jesus. That cry, u tte red  'w ith  
a loud voice' (Matt 27:50, Luke 23:46), at the moment o f  death,
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the stream o f  blood and water th a t flowed from His s id e ,  
declared tha t He died o f  a broken h e a r t . His heart was broken 
by mental anguish. He was s la in  by the sin o f the w o r ld . 
(Desire of Ages, "p. 772—emphasis supplied)

How w i l l  th is  Messianic prophecy o f p ie rc ing Jesus and mourning 

fo r  Him yet meet another f u l f i l lm e n t  o f the second coming? Matt 24- 

30 and Rev 1:7.

I t  is  c lea r  from the language and the context tha t Zech 12:10, 

11; Matt 24:30; and Rev 1:7 describe the regret and mourning o f  those 

who scorned and re jec ted  C h r is t  at His advent. When He shall come on 

the clouds o f heaven w ith  a l l  His g lo ry  as a conquering King, those who 

"p ierced" Him w i l l  re a l ize  p a in fu l ly  the g rav ity  o f t h e i r  deed. “ The 

word trans la ted  wail in Rev 1:7 is  the same as the one trans la ted  

'mourn' in Matt 24:30, and represents the reading o f  the LXX in Zech 

12:10." (SPA B ib le  Commentary, 4:1113)

ILLUMINATION:

The triumphal r ide  o f C h r is t  in to  Jerusalem was the diin fo re 
shadowing o f  His coming in the clouds of heaven w ith  power and 
g lo ry  . . . then w i l l  be f u l f i l l e d  the words o f C hris t to  the 
p r ies ts  and pharisees: 'Ye shall not see Me henceforth, t i l l
ye shall say, Blessed is  He tha t cometh in the name o f the 
Lord . ' Matt 23:39. In prophetic v is ion  Zechariah was shown 
tha t day o f f in a l  tr iumph; and he beheld also the doom o f those 
who at the f i r s t  advent had re jected Chris t: 'They shall look 
upon Me whom they have p ierced, and they shall mourn fo r  
Him. . . . Zech 12:10. . . . This scene C hris t foresaw . . . 
In the temporal ru in  o f  Jerusalem He saw the f in a l  des truc tion  
o f that people who were g u i l t y  o f  the blood o f the Son o f God. 
(Desire o f Ages, p. 580)

A l l  who have died in the fa i th  o f the th i rd  angel's  message come 
fo r th  from the tomb g lo r i f i e d  . . . : They also which pierced 
Him' (Rev 1 :7 ) ,  those th a t marked and derided C h r is t 's  dying 
agonies, and the most v io le n t  opposers of His t r u th  and His 
people, are ra ised to  behold Him in His g lory and to see the
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honor placed upon the loyal and obedient. (Great Controversy, 
p. 637)

The very men who th ru s t the spear in to  the side o f the Lord of 
l i f e  w i l l  behold the print, o f the spear and w i l l  lament with 
deep anguish the part which they acted in marring His body. 
(Early w r i t in g s , p. 179)

A Fountain Opened . . . (Zech 13:1)

What period o f time does the phrase " In  tha t day . . . "  re fe r  

to? Zech 13:1a.

In Zech 3:9 we f in d  the reference to "one day" when the in iq u i ty  

o f the land shall be removed. I t  is  re fe r r in g  to the same day mentioned 

in Zech 13:1 when C h r is t  died once and fo r  a l l  fo r  humanity, and whose 

atoning blood shed on the cross removed g u i l t ,  in iq u i t y ,  and s in . 

This is  the same day when Jesus was pierced (Zech 12:10). In a sense 

there had always been a fountain open fo r  forgiveness and cleansing 

since Jesus is "the Lamb o f God s la in  from the foundations o f  the world"

(Rev 13:8). Before the cross, men by fa i th  looked forward to  the Savior

who was going to  shed His blood fo r  the forgiveness o f t h e i r  s ins.

Praise be to  God! On the day of Calvary the founta in  once 

opened was never to be shut. By f a i t h  people looked to i t  before the

cross; and they w i l l  always be able to  do th a t .  The force o f  the Hebrew

words convey the idea o f  not only the founta in shall be opened, but 

sha ll remain open. This continual flow is a va ilab le  free and e f f i c a 

cious to  a l l ,  and i t  transcends time and space.

What is  the s p ir i tu a l  s ign if icance  o f th is  term "A fountain 

opened . . . "  and what does i t  re fe r  to? Zech 13:1.
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The background o f the above f ig u ra t iv e  term is  rooted in the 

L e v it ica l r i t u a l .  The water o f expiation was used to  p u r i f y  and 

consecrate the Levites (Num 8 :7 ) .  Also the prophet Ezekiel mentioned 

the p u r ify in g  e f fe c t  o f sp r in k l in g  water on the ch ild ren  o f Is ra e l .  

"And I w i l l  sp r ink le  clean water upon you, and ye shall be clean from 

a l l  your f i l th in e s s  and from a l l  your ido ls  w i l l  I cleanse you" (Ezek 

36:25). See also Hum 19:9).

In Zech 13:1, there is  no sp r in k l in g ,  but complete washing from 

the fountain opened. "A foun ta in" suggests a p le n t i fu l  and abundant 

supply fo r  cleansing o f  s in . I t  is  ever flowing with abundance to wash 

clean the most d e f i le d .  I t  is not the cleansing o f bodily  or ceremonial 

d e f i le m e n t ,  but the p u r i f ic a t io n  from moral defilement — i t  is  the 

cleansing o f the heart ,  the inward being. I t  is  the c leansing, or the 

saving o f His people from th e i r  sins (see Matt. 1:21).

ILLUMINATION:

That flowing stream was a symbol of the ever f lo w in g , ever 
cleansing e f f ic a c y  o f the blood o f C hr is t,  the Lamb s la in  from 
the foundation o f  the world, the fountain tha t was open fo r  
Judah and fo r Jerusalem, wherein they may wash and be clean 
from every s ta in  o f s in . We are to have free access to the 
atoning blood o f C h r is t .  (E llen  G. White, SDA B ib le  Commen
ta ry ,  1:1111)

John 19:34 t e l l s  us th a t blood and water flowed out of the 

Savior's side when the Roman s o ld ie r  pierced Him. Do you see how th is  

te x t  combines the 'p ie rc in g '  in Zech 12:10 and the ‘ founta in  opened' in
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Zech 13:1? What o ther complimentary elements do you see in these ver

ses?

ILLUMINATION:

When the s o ld ie r  pierced the side of Jesus as He hung upon the 
cross, there came out two d is t in c t  streams, one o f blood, the 
other o f water. The blood was to wash away the sins o f  those 
who should be lieve in His name, and the water was to  represent 
the l i v in g  water which is  obtained from Jesus to give l i f e  to 
the b e lie ve r .  (Early  W rit ings , p. 209)

SEARCH AND LEARN: The subject of the blood is very prominent in the

Bib le as symbolic o f c leansing, l i f e ,  and redemption. The shed innocent 

blood o f C hris t does not cry out fo r  vengeance, but fo r  pardon and 

re s to ra t io n .  Study and compare the fo llow ing verses, then s ta te  b r ie f ly  

in  your own words the main idea in each:

1) Lev 17:11__________________________________________________________

2) Rom 5:9

3) Eph 1:7, 8

4) Heb 9:13, 14, 22

5) 1 John 1:7

6) Rev 7: 14

7) Rev 12:11

Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.



206

Uounds in the Hands (Zech 13:6)

What do the fo l low ing  verses have in common in  re la t io n sh ip  to 

the s u ffe r in g  Messiah? Zech 10:12; 13:1 13 6 ,7 .

In the above three references from Zecharaiah three events are 

in te r re la te d  to show the sa lva t ion  wrought by the su ffe r in g  Messiah. 

These important events are the p ie rc in g  o f C h r is t ,  the opening o f the 

foun ta in  fo r  s in ,  and the wounded hands o f the smitten Shepherd in Zech 

13:6 ,7 . There is  no question th a t Zech 10:12; 13:1 and 13:7 are r e fe r r 

ing to  the same person, the Messiah; but who is Zech 13:6 re fe r r in g  

to? B ib le  commentators raise the question as to the id e n t i ty  o f th is  

person. There seems to  be some ambiguity.

Who is the person questioned in Zech 13:6, What are these wounds 

in th ine  hands?1

The four verses that precede Zech 13:6 have to  do w ith  the act 

o f s a n c t i f ic a t io n  th a t  was introduced by the founta in  opened fo r  pardon 

and cleansing from s in .  The two s ins tha t are s p e c i f ic a l ly  mentioned 

are id o la t r y  and fa lse  prophecy th a t  were wide-spread at tha t time.

Contextua lly  the question re la t in g  to  the wounds in the hands 

( l i t e r a l l y ,  between thy hands) seem to  be addressed to the fa lse  prophet 

who got wounded in  connection w ith  ido la trous  worship and in order to 

appease the heathen gods. The SPA B ib le  Commentary, 1:1115 o ffe rs  the 

fo l lo w ing  explanation: “ Some in te rp re te rs  have applied th is  te x t  to  

C hr is t as p re d ic t ive  o f His scourging and wounds received a t the hands 

o f those who should have been His fr ie nds  (see Matt 27:26; Mark 14:65
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. . . ) .  This must be done by secondary a p p l ica t io n  or by making a 

break a f te r  Zech 13:5 and by connecting vs. 6 w ith  vs. 7, which is  

c le a r ly  p re d ic t iv e  o f C hris t (Matt 26 :31)."

Also Zech 13:6 seems to begin a new thought of being wounded 

in the hands which introduces and re in fo rces  13:7 of the sm itten  

Shepherd. The s t r ik in g  o f the Shepherd—the p ie rc ing  o f His side 

(12:10), and the wounding o f His hands (13:6) go together, and as a 

re s u lt  a foun ta in  is  opened fo r  cleansing from s in .

C h r is t  personally applied the prophecy o f  Zech 13:7 to  Himself 

in Matt 26:31 and Mark 14:27. E llen White comments on the wounds o f 

Jesus in His hands and the p ierc ing o f His s ide . She combines th is  

p ie rc ing  and wounding in one statement in Early W r i t in g , p. 179; "Jesus 

w i l l  present His hands w ith  the marks on His c ru c i f ix io n .  The marks 

o f  th is  c ru e l ty  He w i l l  ever bear. Every p r in t  o f  the n a ils  w i l l  t e l l  

the story o f  man's wonderful redemption . . . the very men who th rus t 

the spear in to  the side o f the Lord o f l i f e  w i l l  behold the p r in t  of 

the spear and lament w ith  deep anguish. . . . "

I t  is  c lea r from the Acts o f the Apostles , p. 226, th a t Ellen 

White understood Zech 13:6 to re fe r  to  no other but Jesus C h r is t .  She 

quotes Zech 13:6, "One shall say unto Him, what are these wounds in 

th ine  hands?" w ith  other Bible references re la t in g  s p e c if ic a l ly  to 

C h r is t 's  s u f fe r in g  and death.

What is the s ign if icance  o f the expression, "wounded in the 

house o f my fr iends"?  Zech 13:6.
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FOR REFLECTION: The innocent and precious blood of C hris t that was

shed fo r  you and me does not cry out in  vengeance over the g u i l t y ;  i t  

flows as a continual stream o f love and forgiveness. The wounded hands 

are not raised d e f ia n t ly  as clenched f i s t s ,  but are stretched out to 

embrace us in re c o n c i l ia t io n .  We deserved to be wounded and pierced, 

but He took the i n i t i a t i v e  and died in our p lace. We d id not have to 

appease Him by our wounds l i k e  the heathen, "but he was wounded for 

our transgressions, he was bruised fo r  our in iq u i t ie s :  the chastisement 

o f our peace was upon him; and with h is s tr ip e s  we are healed" (Isa 

5 3 :5 ) .  Even though while we were s inners, He ca lled  us friends (John 

15:13) and "God commandeth h is love towards us, in th a t ,  while we were 

ye t s inners, C hris t died fo r  us" (Rom 5 :8 ) .

Awake, 0 Sword, Against My Shepherd . . .
My Fellow ' (Zech 13:7)

What does the "sword" th a t is commanded to  "awake" s ign ify?  

Zech 13:7. See also Jer 47:6,7; Ps 22:15 and Isa 53:10.

ILLUMINATION:

Of the  s u f fe r in g  Saviour Jehovah Himself declared through 
Zechariah, '0 sword, against My Shepherd, and against the Man 
th a t  is  My F e l lo w .1 Zechariah 13:7. As the subs t itu te  and 
surety fo r  s in fu l  man, C h r is t was to  s u f fe r  under d iv ine  ju s 
t i c e . He was to  understand what ju s t ic e  meant. He was to
know what i t  means fo r sinners to stand before God without an 
in te rce sso r . (Prophets and Kings, p. 691—emphasis supplied)

A f te r  quoting Zech 13:7, Mrs. White w r i te s ,  "As the subs titu te  and

surety fo r  s in fu l man, Chris t was su ffe r in g  under d iv ine ju s t ic e . He

saw what ju s t ic e  meant. H ithe rto  He had been as an intercessor fo r
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others; now He longed to have an in te rcesso r fo r  H imself" (Desire of 

Ages, p. 686).

What theo log ica l im p lica t ions  can we glean re la t in g  to the 

nature o f the Shepherd from the use o f the two words “man" and " fe l lo w "?  

Zech 13:7.

The Shepherd Messiah is f u l l y  d iv in e  and f u l l y  human, the 

perfec t Mediator between God and man. Yes, the Shepherd is  a "man," but 

He is  also God's " fe l lo w , "  One united w ith  Jehovah's d iv ine  nature and 

o f i t s  very essence.

Here we have a c lea r  ind ica t ion  o f C h r is t 's  d iv ine  and human 

nature. He is equal with God, ye t a lso He is  a d is t in c t  person. The 

word " fe l lo w "  in Hebrew re fe rs  to  fe l lo w sh ip , b ro the r l iness , and c lose

ness in communion and vocation . He is  the c losest to the Father in 

a l l  th ings , fo r  He and the Father are one (John 10:30). He is the

Father's  equal. He is  a baby born in Bethlehem, but He is  also "the

Mighty God, the eve r las ting  Father" (Isa 9 :6 ) .

How was the prophecy o f Zech 13:7 f u l f i l l e d  in the New Testa

ment, and how did Jesus apply i t  to  Himself? Matt 26:31. How were the

sheep scattered? Matt 26:56; John 16:32.

SEARCH AND LEARN: In Isa 53:10, we read th a t  " i t  pleased the Lord to

The man

The Divine Shepherd

God's fe l low
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bruise Him." Study th is  Messianic chapter o f Isa 53 and ind ica te  o ther 

verses tha t po in t to  C h r is t s u ffe r in g  under the ju s t ic e  o f God as our 

su b s t i tu te  and sure ty .

ILLUMINATION:

Jesus is  not on ly our shepherd; He is  our "eve r las ting  Father."
And He says, " I  know Mine own and Mine own know me, even as 
the Father knoweth Me, and I know the Father." John 10:14, 15,
R.V. What a statement is t h i s ! —the only begotten Son, He who 
is  in the bosom o f  the Father, He whom God has declared to be 
"the Man th a t is  My fe l lo w "  (Zech 1 3 :7 ) ,—the communion between 
Him and the e te rna l God is taken to represent the communion 
between C hr is t and His ch ild ren on the earth ! (Desire o f Ages, 
p. 483)

FURTHER STUDY AND MEDITATION: C hr is t was treated as we deserve, th a t

we might be trea ted  as He deserves. He was condemned fo r  our s in s ,  in 

which He had no share, th a t we might be ju s t i f i e d  by His righteousness 

in which we had no share. He suffered the death which was ours, th a t 

we might receive the l i f e  which was His. "With His s tr ip es  we are 

healed." (Desire o f  Ages, p. 25; a lso read Early W r it in g s , pp. 125-127; 

Desire o f Ages, pp. 576, 577, 718, 722.

SUMMARY: God predestined a l l  o f us to be saved from the foundations

o f the world through C h r is t 's  blood o f  the covenant (see Eph 1:4, 5 ) .  

C hris t was betrayed, p ierced, wounded, and experienced a l l  what sinners 

deserve in the presence o f a holy and sin hating God fo r  you and me. 

A founta in was opened fo r  forg iveness, cleansing and re s to ra t io n .  Are 

we washed in tha t blood o f  the Lamb? Reader, He loves you. Heaven 

i t s e l f  can bestow nothing greater, nothing b e t te r .  Therefore t r u s t !  

(Desire o f  Ages p. 483).
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APPLICATION

1. C h r is t  gave His l i f e  in His blood covenant w ith  us. In our 

re la t io n s h ip  w ith  Him, do we give Him our l i f e ?

2. By the way I am l iv in g  now, what value do I place on the

l i f e  and work o f  the Good Shepherd in my behalf? What

value do I place on people around me? How do I show i t?

3. Do I lack the s p i r i t  o f g ra ti tude  and thankfulness to God

and to others in my d a ily  l i f e ?  Do I tend to take things

fo r  granted, and expect others to serve me? Why is  that? 

How can i t  be changed?

4. The Jews of old c ru c i f ie d  C h r is t ,  while  at the same time 

being very p a r t ic u la r  in guarding the edges o f the Sabbath. 

Do I h u r t ,  undermine, and tear down people in p ra c t ic in g  my 

re l ig io n ?
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LESSON 13

THE VICTORIOUS KING

THIS WEEK'S STUDY: Zechariah 14:1-21, and selected verses from

Zechariah 12 and 13.

MEMORY TEXT: “ And the Lord shall be King over a l l  the earth : in
tha t day sha ll there be one Lord, and his name one" (Zech 14:9).

CENTRAL THOUGHT: The f a i t h fu l  remnant w i l l  be re fined as gold, and

Jerusalem w i l l  be secure and strong in the Lord, her true Defense. The 

triumphant King w i l l  descend on the Mount o f Olives w ith  His sa in ts  to 

judge the wicked, eradicate e v i l ,  and es tab lish  His kingdom over a ll  

the earth .

OVERVIEW:

1. "On tha t Day . . . "  Zech 12:8, 9; 13:1; 14:1, 4, 9.

2. The Lord is  Jerusalem's strength and defense. Zech 12:5,

6, 8, 9; 14:3.

3. The remnant re f in e d . Zech 13:8, 9.

4. His fee t on the Mount o f O lives. Zech 14:4, 5.

5. The f in a l  judgment and destruction  o f the wicked. Zech

14:3-5, 12.

6. The New Jerusalem and the New Earth. Zech 14:6-8, 9, 11, 

16, 20-21.

7. The King over a l l .  Zech 14:9.

212
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INTRODUCTION: In th is  old and wicked w o r ld ,  we are so conditioned to

see s u f fe r in g ,  e v i l ,  and death that sometimes i t  seems impossible fo r  

a l l  o f tha t to  come to a f in a l  end. But a l l  o f th a t  w i l l  come to  an 

end when sa lva tion  and res to ra t ion  is  complete and C h r is t  w i l l  es tab lish  

His kingdom in the earth made new. What a day th a t w i l l  be! No more 

pa in , sickness, e v i l ,  and death. Throughout th is  quarter we have had 

the opportun ity  o f studying how the Messiah endeavors to save and res

to re  His people before and a f te r  His f i r s t  advent. Now He comes to  

His very f in a l  act o f res to ra tion  in b r ing ing  the great controversy 

between good and e v i l  to an end.

Zechariah 14 takes us a l l  the way in the fu tu re  to the th i r d  

coming o f C hr is t immediately a f te r  the m illennium. As we study some o f 

the events leading to  that great day o f  the  Lord, l e t  us examine care

f u l l y  our experience with Him. Is Jesus our d a i ly  strength? Are we 

a llow ing Him to  prepare and re f ine  us as His precious remnant? Are we 

preparing ourselves to be c i t ize n s  o f  the New C ity  Jerusalem whose 

b u ild e r  and maker is  God? Is Jesus the King over a l l  our l i f e  now, 

and w i l l  He be when He is crowned as King over a l l  the earth? May 

these sobering and v i t a l l y  important questions f in d  th e i r  p o s it iv e  

answers in our d a i ly  experience with C h r is t  as we come to  the close of 

our study o f the book of Zechariah.

A word o f caution is  in order when Zech 14 is  studied. One 

must be care fu l not to  a r r iv e  at unwarranted conclusions and de fective  

in te rp re ta t io n s .  We must keep in mind th a t  a maze o f in te rp re ta t io n s  

e x is ts  today on the prophecies o f Zechariah, e spec ia lly  chap. 14. We 

as Seventh-day Adventists believe that "g e n e ra l ly  speaking, the promises
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and p red ic t ion s  given through the Old Testament prophets o r ig in a l ly  

applied to  l i t e r a l  Is rae l and were to  have been f u l f i l l e d  to  them on 

the cond it ion  th a t they obey God and remain loyal to  Him. But the 

Scriptures record the fa c t  that they disobeyed God and proved d is loya l 

to  Him ins tead. Accordingly, what He purposed to  do fo r the world 

through Is rae l o f  o ld  He w i l l  f i n a l l y  accomplish through His church on 

earth  today, and many o f  the promises o r ig in a l ly  made to  l i t e r a l  Israel 

w i l l  be f u l f i l l e d  to  His remnant people at the close of time" (SPA 

B ib le  Commentary, 4:25, 26).

In some o f the previous lessons we alluded to conditional 

prophecy and the ro le  o f l i t e r a l  and s p ir i tu a l  Israe l in the fu l f i l lm e n t  

o f Old Testament prophecies. However, i t  is h igh ly  recommended that 

the SPA B ib le  Commentary, 4:25-38, be c a re fu l ly  s tud ied. Here i t  

su ff ice s  to  quote a few excerpts from those pages.

The fo l lo w in g  simple rules are suggested as a safe approach to 

the study o f each prophetic passage o f the Old Testament:

1. Examine the prophecy in i t s  e n t i re ty .  Note by whom i t  was 
spoken, to  whom i t  was addressed, and the circumstances tha t called 
i t  fo r th  . . .

2. Observe the condit ional aspects o f the p red ic t ion  and ascer
ta in  whether or no t, or to what ex ten t, the conditions were met.
3. Oiscover what la te r  app lica t ion  insp ired w r ite rs  make of 

the prophecy, and on th is  basis determine i t s  possihle s ign if icance  
fo r  God's people in th is  time.

4. Remember tha t the record o f  God's dealings with His people
in  ages past has been recorded fo r  the bene fit  o f a l l  la te r  genera
t ions  to  the end o f time. ( I b i d . , p. 38)

The prophets did not always c le a r ly  understand messages they
themselves had born po in ting  forward to the d is ta n t fu tu re ,  to the 
coming o f  the Messiah (1 Peter 1:10, 11). . . . ( I b i d . , p. 36)

Though the prophet looked at events about him, he also could 
see fa r  beyond h is  own day. In a mysterious way known only to  God 
the prophet's  words were sometimes intended to  meet th e i r  f u l f i l l 
ment in  the then fa r -d is ta n t  fu tu re .  At times they had an import,
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not only fo r  the age in which the prophet l iv e d ,  but also fo r  a 
day fa r  fu tu re ; in other words, they had a dual a p p l i -  ca tion  
•  •  •

He (the student o f the B ib le ) w i l l  l is te n  to  the prophet speak
ing to Israe l o f old and endeavor to understand what his words 
meant to  the people who o r ig in a l ly  heard them. But he w i l l  l is te n  
a lso fo r  the fu r th e r  import the prophet's words may have fo r  la te r  
times, p a r t ic u la r ly ,  our time. Indeed th is  secondary app lica t ion  
is  fo r  us today the more s ig n i f ic a n t .  ( I b i d . , p. 37)

Promises not already f u l f i l l e d  to  l i t e r a l  Is rae l e ith e r  would 
never be f u l f i l l e d  at a l l  or would be f u l f i l l e d  to  the C hris tian  
church as s p i r i tu a l  Is ra e l .  Prophecies tha t f a l l  in to  the la t t e r  
c la s s i f ic a t io n  are to be f u l f i l l e d  in p r in c ip le  but not necessarily 
in every d e ta i l ,  owing to the fac t th a t many d e ta i ls  o f prophecy 
were concerned w ith  Israe l as a l i t e r a l  nation . . .

The fundamental p r in c ip le  by which we can t e l l  unerr ing ly  when 
any p a r t ic u la r  promise or p red ic tion  o f the Old Testament made 
o r ig in a l l y  to  l i t e r a l  Israe l is  to  meet i t s  f u l f i l lm e n t  w ith respect 
to  s p i r i tu a l  Israe l is  - when a la te r  insp ired w r i t e r  makes such 
an app lica t ion  of i t  . . . ( i b i d . , pp. 36, 37—emphasis supplied)

"On tha t Day . . . "  (Zech 12:8, 9; 13:1; 14:1, 4, 9)

The expression "Day of the Lord" or "On tha t Day" is  common in

the Old Testament as well as in the New Testament. What does th is  day 

po in t to  in the Bible? See Isa 13:6, 9; Jer 46:27, 28; Joel 1:15; 

2 :1 ; Matt 10:15; 2 Cor 1:14; 2 Pet 3:7.

The Bib le  w r i te rs  re fe r to  the "Day of the Lord" or s im i la r  

expressions to mean the time when God intervenes in the a f fa i r s  o f 

th is  world in order to  execute judgment on the wicked and/or d e l iv e r  

His people from bondage in order to escape from des tru c t ion . I t  can 

also re fe r  to  His judgment upon His own people in order to chastise

them and draw them back to  Him. Also i t  points to the time when God

would defeat a l l  the world powers and es tab lish  His own ru le .

In i t s  u lt im a te  sense, the expression refers to  the day when 

the a f fa i r s  o f th is  earth would come to an end. In the New Testament

Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.



216

i t  is  s p e c i f ic a l ly  associated w ith  the coming o f C hr is t to  resu rrec t 

the righteous from th e i r  graves (John 6 :3 9 ) , to p u r i fy  the earth  w ith  

f i r e ,  and to  es tab lish  His e ternal kingdom over a l l  the world (2 Pet 

3 :7 -14).

SEARCH AND LEARN: Study the fo l low ing  verses from Zechariah then i n d i 

cate what " in  tha t day" re fe rs  to  in each verse:

1) Zech 3 :1 0 ________________________________________________

2) Zech 9 :1 6 ________________________________________________

3) Zech 11:11 _______________________________________________

4) Zech 12:8, 9 _____________________________________________

5) Zech 13:1 ________________________________________________

6) Zech 14: 1, 4, 9 _________________________________________

The most frequent and s ig n i f ic a n t  expression in the la s t  chap

te rs  o f Zechariah is the phrase " in  th a t day." I t  appears on ly two

times in chaps. 1-8; however, i t  appears nineteen times in chaps. 9- 

14, and as many as fourteen times in chaps. 12-14. I t  is  mentioned 

e igh t times in chap. 14 alone.

I t  i s  e v id e n t  t h a t  in  cha ps . 12-14, a p o c a ly p t ic  and 

eschato log ica l considerations become progress ive ly  dominant and more 

focused and in te n s i f ie d ,  e sp e c ia l ly  in chap. 14 as re f lec ted  by the

gradua lly  increased frequency o f the use o f  " in  that day." Chaps. 12-

14 deal w ith  the same themes as in 9-11, but w ith increasing in te n s i ty  

as they progress towards the events in the " la s t  days" when the armies 

o f the wicked make th e i r  la s t  attempt to destroy God's people, and how 

God w i l l  subdue them and ru le  forever.
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SEARCH AND LEARN: Study and compare the use o f the expression " in

th a t day" in chaps. 12 and 14 o f Zechariah.

As you study the fo l lo w ing  cha rt,  notice how the eschatological 

and apocalyptic elements become more in te n s i f ie d  and sharpened in chap. 

14. Notice also how God Himself is  the p r inc ipa l ac to r on His day.

Comparison o f what happens " in  tha t day"

Zech 12 Zech 14

1. God w i l l  make Jerusalem a 
heavy stone . . .  12:3

2. God w i l l  s t r ik e  every horse 
w ith  panic . . .  12:4

3. God w i l l  make Judah an hearth 
and torch o f  f i r e  . . . 12:6

4. God w i l l  defend the  i n 
habitants o f  Jerusalem . . .

5. God w i l l  destroy a l l  nations 
th a t  come against Jerusalem 
12:9

6. God w i l l  pour out a s p i r i t  
o f compassion, supp lica tion  
. . . mourning . . . 12:10, 
11

1. S p o i ls  ta k e n ,  Jerusalem  
attacked, God f ig h ts  against 
the nations . . . 14:1-3

2. His feet on the Mt. o f  Olives 
. . . w ith  His sa in ts  . . . 
14:4, 5

3. P e r fe c t  n a tu re .  Perfec t 
c l im a t e .  Cont i nuous 
l ig h t  . . .  14:6, 7

4. L iv in g  w aters s h a l l  f low 
out o f Jerusalem . . . 14:8

5. The Lord sha ll be King over 
a l l  the ea rth . Plagues on 
wicked. No more destruc tion  
. . . 14:9, 11, 12

6. A g rea t panic  among the 
wicked. A remnant from the 
nation survives . . . 14:13, 
15, 16

7. Total commitment. A l l  holy 
unto the Lord . . . 14:20, 
21
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FOR FURTHER STUDY: Ezek 38-39; Mai 4:1, 14; 2 Chr 20:15; Rev 16:14;

Ezek 11:23; Mic 1:3, 4; Matt 25:31; Isa 30:26; Rev 21:23; 22:1; Eph 

4 :5 , 6; Rev 19:17, 18.

The Lord Is Jerusalem's Strength and Defense 
(Zech 12:5-6; 8-9; 14:3)

Where is  the true  strength of Judah to  be found? Zech 12:5.

How is  God the true strength and defense o f His people? Zech 

12:5, 6, 8, 9; 14:3.

Real and la s t in g  strength comes only from i t s  source—God. He 

who stretched out the heavens, founded the earth, and created l i f e  is  

c e r ta in ly  able to strengthen and defend His people (Zech 12:1). The 

real strength o f God's people had never been the strength o f arms, 

ch a r io ts ,  and f o r t i f i c a t io n s ,  but in the Lord of hosts (Zech 12 :5 ). 

The real might o f Israe l was always found in th e i r  t r u s t  and confidence 

in th e i r  God, and in th e i r  obedience to His w i l l .  God wanted to give 

them v ic to ry  over th e i r  enemies by f ig h t in g  on th e i r  beha lf, fo r  the 

b a t t le  is  His (2 Chr 20:15).

Here in Zech 12 and 13 we notice spe c if ic  i l l u s t r a t io n s  and 

promises showing how God is  His people's s t re n g th .  Observe the 

fo l  1 owi ng:

1. God w i l l  make Jerusalem a cup o f trembling to her enemies 

(Zech 12:2). The crea tive  powers of God w i l l  make the seemingly weak 

Jerusalem in to  a great force th a t w i l l  make her enemies tremble and 

reel in defeat. Imagine d i f fe re n t  invading kings gathering around a 

big cup. The nations desired to  dispose o f Jerusalem and swallow i t  

l i k e  a cup o f wine. But in drink ing the wine, they s tagger as
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drunkards, and become impotent by the wine o f God's w rath. The Bowl 

remains standing.

2. God w i l l  make Jerusalem a burdensome stone fo r  a l l  the 

people (Zech 12:3). God w i l l  make His people a heavy stone, a boulder 

w ith  rough edges, half-embedded in the ea rth . Those who t r y  to  move 

i t  and get r id  o f i t  sha ll  be wounded. So in t r y in g  to hu rt Jerusalem, 

they hurt themselves; and the rock stays f irm  and unmoved because God's 

special p ro tec tion  is  upon His people.

3. Their s trength shall be in the Lord th e i r  God (Zech 12:5); 

not in th ings , r iches , or achievements, but in  the person o f God and 

th e i r  t ru s t  re la t io n sh ip  w ith  Him.

4. God w i l l  make His pe op le -- l ike  H im se lf- - in to  a consuming 

f i r e  that w i l l  devour to the r ig h t  and to the l e f t .  He uses two 

powerful i l l u s t r a t io n s  to make th a t po in t: (a) He w i l l  make them a 

hearth o f f i r e  among the wood, and (b) He w i l l  make them l ik e  a torch 

o f f i r e  in a sheaf (Zech 12:6).

5. God sha ll defend Jerusalem. He w i l l  put a sh ie ld  around 

i t s  inhab itan ts . Even the feeblest among them sha ll be as Oavid, strong 

in the strength o f the Lord (Zech 12:8).

6. God w i l l  wage the war, and He w i l l  f ig h t  against Jerusalem's 

enemies. I t  is  His b a t t le ;  and in t ru s t in g  Him, His people, though 

weak and tempted, w i l l  be strong in His strength and v ic to r io u s  in His 

v ic to ry  (Zech 12:9; 14:3).

These promises o f conquering might were to  have met f u l f i l lm e n t  
in the remnant o f Judah. I t  was hoped tha t a f te r  th e i r  return 
from c a p t iv i t y  they would cooperate f u l l y  with the purposes of 
Heaven. ( SOA B ib le  Commentary, 4:1112)
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That which God purposed to do fo r  the world through Is ra e l ,
the chosen na tion , He w i l l  f i n a l l y  accomplish through His church
on e a r th  today. . . . Never has the Lord been w ithout true
representatives on th is  earth who have made His in te re s ts  t h e i r  
own. These witnesses fo r  God are numbered among the s p i r i tu a l  
Is ra e l ,  and to them w i l l  be f u l f i l l e d  a l l  the covenant promises 
made by Jehovah to  His ancient people. (Prophets and Kings, pp. 
713, 714)

FOR REFLECTION: In every age God has His true rep resen ta tives . Am I

His true  representa tive  today as a part o f s p ir i tu a l  Is rae l making His 

in te re s ts  my own? Am I lea rn ing  from the fa i l in g s  o f  ancient Is ra e l ,  

or am I repeating th e i r  same mistakes?

The Remnant Refined (Zech 13:8-9)

We have alluded in previous lessons to the "remnant"; however, 

in  th is  lesson we shall mainly focus on the remnant o f  God's people in

Zech 13 and 14. The remnant re fined  and prepared to  meet the v ic to r io u s

King "on th a t day," and to l i v e  w ith Him forever.

Compare and contrast Zech 3:2 and Zech 13:9 re la t in g  to the 

remnant being re fined through f ie r y  t r i a l s .

Both verses mention f i r e  as a means of te s t in g  and re f in in g  

th a t  the remnant go through. The word "remnant" re fe rs  to  those who 

surv ive  an ordeal or a ca lam ity , and those who remain f a i t h f u l  to  God 

in  the middle of persecution and apostasy.

In Zech 3:2, the "brand plucked out of the f i r e "  conveys the 

idea tha t other branches were burned to ashes, but t h is  brand remained 

and was plucked by God from almost ce r ta in  d e s tru c t io n . The word 

"remnant" is  mentioned in Zech 8 :6 , 11, 12; 9:7. In the eschato log ica l 

section the idea o f the remnant is a lluded to .  Words such as the
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"residue" and the " th i r d  part"  were used in Zech 13:8, 9 and 14:2; and 

the ones th a t are " l e f t "  in  Zech 14:16.

The remnant w i l l  and must pass through the f ie r y  furnace of 

re f in in g  and try in g  as s i lv e r  and gold. Following C hr is t is  not an 

easy re l ig io n .  I t  takes the commitment o f the whole being. T r ib u la t io n  

and te s t in g  are in teg ra l parts o f being a fo l low e r o f C h r is t .  The 

f i r e  burns and s i f t s  out what is  o f  straw; and takes out the dross and 

im purit ies  from the s i lv e r  and gold to make them re fined and pure. 

The remnant th a t is re f ined  as s i l v e r  and gold and sustained through 

Jesus w i l l  be the only group th a t  w i l l  be prepared to  meet Jesus and 

l iv e  w ith Him forever when He comes.

What is  the s ign if icance  o f  the terms "two parts" and " th ird  

p a r t"  in Zech 13:8 and 9?

Zechariah here gives a fo recast of condit ions in terms o f how 
events would have occurred had Israel cooperated with the plans 
and purposes of Heaven. . . .  A large number, though not a l l ,
would have accepted the Messiah. His death would have been followed 
by tim es o f  g rea t d is t re ss , a time o f  c u tt in g  o f f  fo r  those 
u n w il l in g  to  accept Him, and a time o f p u r i f ic a t io n  (vs. 9) for 
those who were His fo l low e rs . The proportion  here given (two- 
th ird s  cut o f f  and one-th ird  l e f t )  need not be taken in the absolute 
sense, though doubtless then as la te r ,  the m a jo r ity  would refuse 
God's pro ffered sa lva tion  (Matt 22:14). (SDA B ib le  Commentary, 
4:1115)

What does Jesus say about the persecution o f those who fo llow  

Him? Hark 13:7-31; Luke 21:12; John 15:20. See also 2 Tim 3:12.

ILLUMINATION:

God permits t r i a l s  to  assail His people, th a t  by th e i r  constancy 
and obedience they themselves may be s p i r i t u a l l y  enriched. . . . 
The very t r i a l s  th a t task our f a i t h  most severely and make i t
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seem th a t God has forsaken us, are to lead us c loser to C h r is t ,  
th a t  we may lay our burdens at His fe e t.  . . .

God has always t r i e d  His people in the furnace o f a f f l i c t i o n . 
I t  is  in the heat~of the furnace tha t the dross is  separated from 
the true  gold of the C hris t ian  character. Jesus watches the te s t ;  
He knows what is needed to p u r i f y  the precious metal, th a t  i t  may 
r e f le c t  the radiance o f His love . (P a tr ia rch  and Prophets, p. 
129, emphasis supplied)

What does the apostle Peter say about the gold tested by f i r e  

tha t corresponds to Zech 13:9? 1 Pet 1:6, 7. See also Jas 1:2-4.

E. G. White associates the te s t in g  and re f in in g  o f the remnant 

as gold w ith  the time o f  t roub le . She l in k s  such r e f in in g  w ith  

preparation fo r  the day o f  God and the time o f  Jacob's troub le  sh o rt ly  

before C h r is t  comes. These concepts are discussed in d e ta i l  in the 

chapter e n t i t le d  "The Time o f Trouble" in Great Controversy, pp. 613- 

634. I t  is  h igh ly  recommended th a t such a chapter be read p ra y e r fu l ly  

and applied personally . I t  addresses very p re c ise ly  and v i v id l y  our 

s p i r i t u a l  s i tu a t io n  as we await C h r is t 's  soon coming. Here are a few 

excerpts :

Those who delay a preparation fo r  the day o f God cannot obtain 
i t  in  the time o f t ro ub le  or at any subsequent time. The case o f 
a l l  such is  hopeless, (p. 620)

The ir a f f l i c t i o n  is  great, the flames o f  the furnace seem 
about to  consume them; but the Refiner w i l l  bring them fo r th  
as gold t r ie d  in the f i r e .  God's love fo r  His children during 
the period o f th e i r  severest t r i a l  is  as strong and tender as 
in the days o f th e i r  sunniest p ro spe r i ty ;  but i t  is needful 
fo r  them to  be placed in the furnace o f f i r e ;  th e i r  ea rth liness  
must be consumed, th a t  the image of C h r is t may be p e r fe c t ly  
re f le c te d ,  (p. 621)

The season of d is tress  and anguish before us w i l l  require  a
f a i t h  th a t  can endure weariness, delay, and hunger--a fa i t h  that
w i l l  not fa in t  though severely t r i e d .  The period o f probation is
granted to  a l l  to prepare fo r  th a t  time. Jacob prevailed because 
he was persevering and determined. . . . Those who are u n w il l in g  
to  deny s e l f ,  to agonize before God, to pray long and earnestly  fo r
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His blessing, w i l l  not obtain i t .  W restling with God— how few know 
what i t  is !  How few have ever had t h e i r  souls drawn out a f te r  God 
w ith  in te ns ity  o f  desire u n t i l  every power is  on the s tre tch . When 
waves o f despair which no language can express sweep over the sup
p l ia n t ,  how few c l ing  w ith  uny ie ld ing  fa i th  to the promises of 
God. (p. 621)

"The 'time of trou b le , such as never was,' is  soon to open 

upon us; and we sha ll need an experience which we do not now possess 

and which many are too indolent to  ob ta in . . . . "  (p. 622).

What does Daniel say about th is  time o f trouble? Who w i l l  be 

de livered  and why? What w i l l  immediately fo llow? Dan 12:1, 2.

His Feet on the Mount o f O lives (Zech 14:4, 5)

Apocalyptic Chronology o f  Zech 14

1 . The la s t  great b a t t le  fo r  Jerusalem 14:1, 2

a. The Lord and the nations b a t t le  against Jerusalem 14:2

b. Apocalyptic tensions between a re be l l io u s  Jeru
salem on one hand and a fa i t h fu l  remnant in i t s  
midst

14:2

2. The Lord's in te rven tion  in  behalf o f Jerusalem 14:3-5

a. The Lord Himself w i l l  f i g h t  against the nations 14:3

b. The Lord and the heavenly host w i l l  descend on 
the Mount o f Olives

14:4, 5

3. Nature recreated: c lim ate , l ig h t ,  l i v in g  waters 14:6-8

4. The Lord's universal reign 14:9

5. The land o f Israe l made in to  p la in ,  Jerusalem 
blessed and secure

14:10, 11

6. The punishment o f God's enemies. Plagues 14:12-15

7. U niversa l, f a i th fu l  remnant w i l l  worship God in Jeru
salem

14:16-19

8. A ll th ings w i l l  be holy to  the Lord 14:20, 21
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Chapter 14 is  a descrip t ion  o f events in connection with the 

second coming o f the Messiah in terms of how th is  spectacular event 
would have come about i f  the Is ra e l i te s  who returned from c a p t iv i t y  
had f u l f i l l e d  th e i r  destiny . . . Inasmuch as they turned again 
and again from th e i r  high p r iv i le g e s  and u lt im a te ly  re jected the 
Messiah (Acts 3 :13-15), God turned from them. He is now accomplish
ing His purposes through the C hris t ian  church. (50A B ib le  Commen
ta ry , 4:1116)

Then the SPA B ib le  Commentary in commenting on Zech 14:4 s ta tes , 

"Certain features w i l l  now be f u l f i l l e d  as the Mew Jerusalem makes i t s  

descent at the end o f the m illennium. However, not a l l  the d e ta i ls  

must be so applied . . . "  ( I b i d . , p. 1117).

In the l ig h t  o f many in te rp re ta t io n s  re la t in g  to  the return o f 

the Jews to  Palestine in th is  century, and the establishment o f the 

modern s ta te  o f Is ra e l ,  how is  Zech 14 to be interpreted?

The apostle Paul a ff irm s  the fa c t that God's re je c t ion  o f l i t 

eral Israel as His instrument to save the world does not mean the 

re jec t ion  of ind iv idua l Jews. S p ir i tu a l  Is ra e l ,  or the C h r is t ia n  

church, is  open to a l l ,  inc lud ing  Jews who accept C hris t as th e i r  Savior 

and Lord (Rom 9-11). A real and s p ir i tu a l  Is ra e l i t e  is one who is  

converted at heart no matter what race he represents. A l l  who accept 

C hris t are one in Him and form the s p ir i tu a l  seed o f Abraham (Gal 3 :9 , 

28, 29).

But when the Jews re jected C hris t there was no such assurance 
of re instatement. The present-day return o f the Jews to Palestine 
and the establishment of the modern state o f Israel do not imply 
reinstatement as God's people, present or fu tu re . Whatever the 
Jews, as a na tion , may do, now or in time to  come, is  in no way 
re lated to  the former promises made to them. With the c ru c i f ix io n  
o f C hris t they fo rever fo r fe i te d  th e i r  special pos it ion  as God's 
chosen people. Any idea th a t  the return o f the Jews to  th e i r  
ancestral home, th a t is ,  to  the new state o f Is ra e l ,  may in any 
way be re la ted to  Bible prophecy is w ithout v a l id  s c r ip t u r a l  
foundation. I t  ignores the p la in  statements o f the Old Testament
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tha t God's promises to Is rae l were co n d it io n a l.  (5DA Bible Commen
t a r y , 4:33)

FOR STUDY AND REFLECTION: How do you explain the sudden s h i f t  between

the Lord and the nations a ttack ing  Jerusalem in Zech 14:2 and the Lord's 

in te rven tion  in beha lf o f Jerusalem in Zech 14:3? There seems to  be a 

f a i t h fu l  remnant w ith in  the remnant—a fa i t h fu l  remnant in  the midst 

o f a rebe ll ious Jerusalem. Does th is  have any ram if ica tions  fo r  the 

"time o f  shaking" o f the remnant in these la s t  days? Compare and con

t ra s t  Zech 14:2, 3 w ith  Isa 29:5-7 and Hie 4:8-13. We may conclude 

tha t judgment w i l l  come f i r s t  to  God's people ( to  shake away, and to 

re f in e  the fa i th fu l  remnant), and then to the nations. During th a t 

time, even some people from the nations shall jo in  God's fa i th fu l  rem

nant and replace the u n fa ith fu l  ones thus c o n s t i tu t in g  a la s t  and 

fa i t h fu l  universal remnant fo r  God ready to meet Him.

ILLUMINATION:

In v is ion  I saw two armies in t e r r ib le  c o n f l i c t .  One army was 
led by banners bearing the w orld 's  in s ig n ia ;  the o ther was led 
by the bloodstained banner o f Prince Immanuel. Standard a f te r  
standard was l e f t  to t r a i l  in the dust as company a f te r  com
pany from the Lord 's  army jo ined the foe and t r ib e  a f te r  t r ib e  
from the ranks o f  the enemy united w ith the commandment-keeping 
people o f God. (Testimonies, 8:41)

What is  the R ib l ica l s ign if icance  o f the Mount o f O lives, 

espec ia lly  as i t  is  associated w ith  the l i f e  and work o f  C hris t in the 

New Testament?

The Mount o f  Olives is  only 200 feet higher than the Jerusalem 

Temple area from which i t  is  separated by the Kidron Valley to the 

east. Even at 2,600 feet above sea le v e l,  i t  is  one o f the highest

Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.



226

mountains in Pa lestine. The name appears only two times in the Old 

Testament. One time in 2 Sam 15:30 when David f led  from Jerusalem 

during Absalom's re b e l l io n ,  and the second time in Zech 14:4, our tex t 

under d iscussion.

However, the name appears twelve times in the New Testament, 

espec ia lly  in connection w ith  C h r is t .  He frequently  spent the night 

on i t ,  He entered Jerusalem from i t ,  and He gave His sermon on His 

coming and the end o f  the world from i t ;  the f in a l  su ffe r ings  o f Christ 

in the garden of Gethsemane were on i t s  slopes. His ascension in to  

heaven took place from i t ,  and there the angels promised the d isc ip les  

that He would come back in the same manner (Acts 1:11).

Who w i l l  accompany Jesus when His feet shall stand upon the 

Mount o f Olives? What w i l l  happen to  the mountain from the impact of 

His descent? Zech 14:4, 5; Jude 14, 15. See also Hab 3:6 and Mic 

1:3, 4.

In commenting on the te x t  o f Zech 14:4, the SPA B ib le  Commen

ta r y , 4:1117, states th a t th is  event re fe rs  to the New Jerusalem coming 

down from heaven at the end o f  the millennium. Not a l l  the d e ta i ls  o f 

Zech 14 can be p rec ise ly  applied to  th a t time; however, Zech 14 has 

many features in common w ith  Rev 20-22, which should help us to  know 

more c le a r ly  what d e ta i ls  are app licab le  to C h r is t 's  th i r d  coming a f te r  

the mil lennium.

The saints or the "ho ly ones" (RSV) accompany C h r is t .  The 

word "s a in ts "  is tran s la ted  from the Hebrew word qedoshim, which l i t 

e ra l ly  means holy ones. This word is  applied in the Old Testament to
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both men and angels (see Deut 33:3; Job 15:15). So C hr is t w i l l  be 

accompanied by the redeemed o f  a l l  ages, who spent a thousand years 

w ith  Him in heaven, and also by the holy angels.

The Mount o f Olives w i l l  not be able to  bear up under the feet 

o f C h r is t.  I t  w i l l  cleave in the midst, from east to  west, forming a 

great v a l le y .  There are a llus ions  to  such an event in  Mic 1 :3 , 4; com

pare Hab 3:6.

Ellen G. White po ints out tha t C hris t attached a special s ig 

n if icance  to  His experiences on the Mount o f O lives . He had special 

sentiments toward i t .  She notes tha t a f te r  the m illennium, C hr is t,

the angels, and the sa in ts w i l l  descend w ith  Him on tha t Mountain. 

His presence w i l l  p u r i fy  the va lley formed by i t  and prepare i t  to

receive afterwards the Holy C ity  coming down from heaven. Study care

f u l l y  the fo l lo w in g  statements:

As the place o f His ascension, Jesus chose the spot so often 
hallowed by His presence while He dwelt among men. Not Mount Zion, 
the place o f David's c i t y ,  not Mount Moriah, the temple s i t e ,  was 
to  be thus honored . . . From th is  mountain He was to  ascend to 
heaven. Upon i t s  summit His feet w i l l  res t when He sha ll come
again. (Desire o f Ages, pp. 829, 830)

At the close o f the thousand years, C hr is t again returns to the 
earth . He is  accompanied by the host o f the redeemed and attended 
by a re t inue  o f angels. As He descends in t e r r i f i c  majesty He 
bids the wicked dead a r ise  to  receive th e i r  doom . . .

C hris t descends upon the Mount o f O lives, whence, a f te r  His 
re su rre c t io n , He ascends, and where angels repeated the promise of 
His re tu rn . Says the prophet: 'The Lord my God, shall come, and
a l l  the sa in ts  w ith  th e e . '

Then White immediately quotes Zech 14:5, 4, 9 and proceeds by saying,

As the New Jerusalem, in  i t s  dazzling splendor, comes down out of 
heaven, i t  res ts  upon the place p u r i f ie d  and made ready to  receive 
i t ,  and C h r is t ,  w ith  His people and angels, enters the Holy C ity . 
Threat Controversy, pp. 662, 663—emphasis supplied)
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Also in  Early W r it in g s , Ellen White saw these events in v is io n .  

Study c a re fu l ly  the important order o f such events in the fo l low ing  

statements:

The sa in ts w i l l  res t in the Holy C ity  and reign as Kings and p r ie s ts  
one thousand yea rs ; then Jesus w i l l  descend w ith  the sa in ts  upon 
the Mount o f  O lives, and the mount w i l l  part asunder and become a 
mighty p la in  fo r  the Paradise of God to res t upon. The res t o f 
the earth w i l l  not be cleansed u n t i l  the end o f  the one thousand 
years, when the wicked dead are ra ised, and gather up around the 
c i t y .  The fee t o f the wicked w i l l  never desecrate the earth  made 
new. (pp. 51, 52, emphasis supplied)

With Jesus at our head we a l l  descended from the  c i t y  down to
th is  ea rth , on a great and mighty mountain, which could not
bear Jesus up, and i t  parted asunder, and there  was a mighty
p la in .  Then, we looked up and saw the great c i t y  . . . and i t  
came and s e t t le d  on the place where we stood. (pp. 17, 18, 
emphasis supplied)

A fte r  the judgment o f the wicked dead had been f in ish e d , at the 
end of the one thousand years, Jesus l e f t  the c i t y ,  and the sain ts 
and a t r a in  o f the angelic host followed Him. Jesus descended 
upon a great mountain . . .  (p. 291--emphasis supp lied)

What in te rn a l evidence is  there in Zech 14 to  ind ica te  tha t 

when the Lord descends on the Mount o f Olives in vss. 4 and 5, tha t 

w i l l  be His t h i r d  coming a f te r  the one thousand years?

Consider the fo l lo w in g  po in ts :

1. Jesus comes to earth not only with His angels but also 

w ith His sa in ts who had been resurrected in the f i r s t  re su rrec t io n , 

and who had spent 1000 years in heaven w ith  Him. Zech 14:4 and 5.

2. Nature w i l l  be recreated, such as continuous l i g h t ,  etc

. . . the earth w i l l  be made new a f te r  the m illennium. The earth  w i l l  

be desolate during the millennium. Zech 14:6-8. See also Rev 21:23 

and 22:5.

3. L iv in g  waters shall flow out of Jerusalem tha t w i l l  be
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inhabited by the sa in ts .  Zech 14:8. See also Rev 22:1.

4. Jerusalem w i l l  dwell in se cu r ity  and there shall be no

more curse or  t rade rs . Zech 14:11, 21. See also Rev 21:27; 22:3, 15.

5. The Lord w i l l  become King over a l l  the e a rth . The f in a l  

coronation o f  C hr is t over the earth where e v i l  and e v i l  doers w i l l  be 

t o t a l l y  eradicated. That w i l l  take place a f te r  the m illennium. Zech 

14:9.

What does John the Revelator say about the descent o f the Holy

C ity  from heaven? Rev 3:12; 21:2, 10.

The Final Judgment and the Destruction of the Wicked
  (Zech 14:3-5, 12)--------------------------------

What w i l l  the Lord do against the nations which go against

Jerusalem, and when w i l l  th is  take place? Zech 14:3-5, 12. Compare 

w ith Zech 12:6, 8-9.

SEARCH AND LEARN: Study Rev 20:7-9. What correspondence does th is

passage have w ith  Zech 14:3-5, 12? What does "Gog and Magog" re fe r  to?

Gog and Magog represent a l l  the unsaved from the beginning o f

time who come fo r th  in the second resurrection  a f te r  the millennium;

and under the leadership o f Satan t r y  to  take over the Holy C ity .  When

are these wicked hosts resurrected? "Then at the close of the one

thousand years, Jesus, w ith  the angels and a l l  the sa in ts ,  leaves the

Holy C ity , and while He is  descending to  the earth w ith  them, the wicked

dead are raised . . . "  (Early  W rit ings , p. 53—emphasis supp lied ).

Satan, the m igh t ies t o f w arr io rs , leads the van, and his angels 
un ite  t h e i r  forces fo r  th is  f in a l  s trug g le . Kings and w arr io rs  are 
in his t r a in ,  and the m ultitudes fo l lo w  in vast companies, each
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under i t s  appointed leader. With m i l i t a r y  p rec is ion  the se rr ied  
ranks advance over the e a rth 's  broken and uneven surface to the
C ity  o f  God. By command o f  Jesus, the gates o f  the New Jerusalem
are closed, and the armies of Satan surround the c i t y  and make
ready fo r  the onset. (Great Controversy, p. 664)

What w i l l  the outcome o f th is  great b a t t le  be? What w i l l  the 

end o f Satan and a l l  his wicked hosts be? Zech 14:12 and 13; Rev 20:9, 

10. See also Ezek 28:6-8; Mai 4:1; 2 Pet 3:10.

F ire  comes down from God out o f heaven. The earth is broken 
up . . . Devouring flames burst from every yawning chasm. The 
very rocks are on f i r e  . . . The e a r th 's  surface seems one molten 
mass--a vast, seething lake o f f i r e  . . .

The wicked receive th e i r  recompense in the earth  . . . Some 
are destroyed as in a moment, while others s u f fe r  many days. A l l  
are punished 'according to  th e i r  deeds.' . . .  he (Satan) is  made 
to su f fe r  not only fo r  his own re b e l l io n ,  but fo r  a l l  the sins 
which he has caused God's people to commit . . . A fte r  a l l  have 
perished . . .  he is  s t i l l  to  l iv e  and su f fe r  on. In the cleansing 
flames the wicked are at la s t  destroyed, root and branch - Satan 
the ro o t,  his fo llowers the branches. (Great Controversy, pp. 
672, 673)

The New Jerusalem and the New Earth 
(Zech 14:6-8,“ 5, T I ,  15“ ^ ' 2 1 ]

FOR REFLECTION: In the days o f Noah, God provided His f a i th fu l  remnant

w ith  the ark to  preserve them from the f lood  o f water. When God w i l l  

destroy and cleanse the earth w ith  a flood o f  f i r e ,  He w i l l  also provide 

the ark o f the Holy C ity  Jerusalem. Am I preparing myself now to enter 

th a t C ity  whose b u ild e r  and maker is God?

How does Zechariah describe the New Jerusalem? Zech 14:6-8, 

11, 16, 20, 21.
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The New Jerusalem w i l l  have the fo l lo w ing  features "on tha t

day":

1. There w i l l  be ne ithe r cold nor f ro s t  (RSV) — a perfect

c lim ate .

2. There w i l l  be ne ithe r day nor n ig h t—continuous day and 

1igh t .

3. L iv ing and continuous waters shall f low  out o f  Jerusalem.

4. The whole land shall be turned in to  a p la in .

5. Jerusalem w i l l  be inhab ited. Not cursed anymore, but 

blessed and secure.

6. The universal fa i t h fu l  remnant from a l l  the nations shall 

worship together the King.

7. A l l  w i l l  be holy unto the Lord. People, work, th ings . . .

How does the above f ind  i t s  correspondence in Revelation? Rev 

21:23, 24, 27; 22:1, 3, 5. See a lso Ezek 47:1-12; Rev 21:1-4.

What is the s p ir i tu a l  s ign if icance  o f keeping the feast o f 

tabernacles in Zech 14:16. What does the reference to "Canaanite" in 

Zech 14:21 mean? See also Lev 23:34, 40; Matt 21:12.

ILLUMINATION:

A fear o f  making the fu ture  inheritance  seem too materia l has 
led many to  s p i r i tu a l iz e  away the very t ru th s  which lead us to 
look upon i t  as our home. C h r is t  assured His d isc ip les  th a t  He 
went to  prepare mansions fo r  them . . . And y e t ,  'eye hath not 
seen, nor ear heard, ne ithe r have entered in to  the heart o f man, 
the th ings which God hath prepared fo r  them tha t love Him.'

1 Cor. 2:9. Human language is  inadequate to describe the 
reward o f the r igh teous. I t  w i l l  be known only to those who 
behold i t .  No f i n i t e  mind can comprehend the g lory o f the 
Paradise o f God. (Great Controversy, pp. 674, 675)
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The King over A l l  (Zech 14:9)

What does Zechariah say about the universal ru le rsh ip  of the 

Lord? Zech 14:9. Compare th is  w ith  Dan 2:44 and Rev 11:15 and Rev 

20:11, 12.

Who co n s t i tu te  the fa i t h f u l  remnant under the ru le rsh ip  o f the 

Lord? Zech 14:16. See also Rev 7:9.

As the armies o f Satan surround the Holy C ity ,  Chris t appears in 

f u l l  view o f  His enemies. "Far above the c i t y ,  upon a foundation o f  

furbished gold, is  a throne, h igh , and l i f t e d  up. Upon th is  throne 

s i t s  the Son o f God . . . "  (Great Controversy, p. 665).

As C hris t on His white throne prepares to judge the throngs tha t

surround the New Jerusalem and eradica te  forever e v i l  and e v i l  doers

from the whole earth , He is coronated as King o f  the whole world.

In the presence o f the assembled inhab itants  o f earth and heaven 
the f in a l  coronation of the Son o f God takes place. And now, 
inves ted  w ith  supreme m ajesty  and power, the King o f kings 
pronounces sentence upon the rebels . . . (Great Controversy,
p. 666)

FURTHER STUDY AND MEDITATION: Read "The Controversy Ended" in Great

Controversy, pp. 662-678.

SUMMARY: God in His love and mercy fo r  us, who l i v e  in h is to ry 's  la s t

hour, has revealed to  us through His word what we need to  know to  be 

among those who enter the Holy C ity .  Now is  the time to  heed His 

en trea t ies  to  enter His ark of sa fe ty  from what is coming upon the 

world . Mrs. E. G. White w rites  to  us the remnant church, these p r ick ing
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words: “ I saw tha t the remnant were not prepared fo r what is  coming

upon the ea rth . S tu p id i ty ,  l ik e  le thargy , seem to  hang upon the minds 

o f most o f  those who profess to be lieve tha t we are l i v in g  the la s t  

message" (Early W r i t in g s , p. 119). Am I a llow ing  Chris t to  re f ine  me 

as gold? Am I preparing fo r  e te rn ity ?

APPLICATION:

1. What s p i r i t u a l  b a tt le s  am I f ig h t in g ?  Is my f ig h t  against 

Satan and my s ins, or is  i t  a f ig h t  o f fa i th  and t ru s t  in  God? How 

does He f ig h t  my ba tt les?

2. What does God's re f in in g  t e l l  me about Him? Do I squirm 

from such testing? Do long t r i a l s  weary my fa i th  and exhaust my 

patience?

3. Is Jesus King over a l l  in my l i f e ?  That is  the only way 

He w i l l  be my King when He comes again.

4. Mrs. White says tha t we need a s p i r i t u a l  experience tha t 

we do not now posses to  prepare us fo r  the time o f  t ro u b le .  What is  

th a t experience, and how can I obta in i t .

5. Just as sure ly  as the f lood  of water came upon th is  world 

there w i l l  also be a f lood  o f f i r e  . . . where w i l l  I be? Outside or 

ins ide  the ark/New Jerusalem? Am I helping others around me to prepare 

fo r  th is  flood?

The great controversy is  ended. Sin and sinners are no more.
The e n t i r e  universe is  clean. One pulse o f  harmony and gladness 
beats through the vast c rea t ion . From Him who created a l l  
flow l i f e  and l i g h t  and gladness throughout the realms o f  
i l l im i t a b le  space. From the minutest atom to the greatest 
world, a l l  th ings , animate and inanimate, in  th e i r  unshadowed 
beauty and perfec t jo y ,  declare tha t God is  love . (Great Con
tro v e rs y , p. 678)
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Hear Reader, don 't  you want to be a part o f those who declare

Him so?
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CHAPTER I I I

CONCLUSION

The book o f Zechariah has unique relevance to  Seventh-day 

Adventists, fo r  today and fo r the fu tu re .  I t  is  the type o f work that 

seems to demand more than ju s t  a sporadic use o f a verse here or a pas

sage there; a thorough study of the e n t i re  book is  e spec ia lly  use fu l.

In j u s t  fourteen chapters Zechariah gave to  ancient Israe l and 

to  the remnant church q u ite  a sweep o f v i t a l l y  important issues. The 

book contains themes from a l l  the S cr ip tu res—the Old Testament as 

well as the New Testament, p a r t ic u la r ly  the books o f Daniel and Revela

t io n .  We can th ink o f Zechariah as standing between Daniel and John 

grasping th e i r  hands—complementing, c la r i f y in g ,  and re in fo rc in g  th e ir  

messages.

The book of Zechariah has two main d iv is io n s :  chapters 1-8

and 9-14. Zechariah's messages are Messianic, both in the f i r s t  and 

the second halves, apocalyptic and eschatological e spec ia lly  in the 

second h a lf .  The Messiah emerges as the centra l Figure from i t s  sacred 

pages in sp ite  o f the maze of h is to ry  and eschatology tha t is  often 

interm ing led. Jesus shines b r ig h t ly  through i t s  pages as the golden 

th read  pene tra t ing  and holding together every p a r t .  The book of 

Zechariah not only deals w ith  C h r is t 's  f i r s t  advent but also w ith  His 

second and th i r d  advents. I t  not only deals w ith e v i l  in th is  world
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but also i t s  f in a l  and to ta l  e rad ica tion . I t  is concerned not only 

with the judgment o f God now, but His f in a l  judgment and v in d ic a t io n .  

I t  teaches not only how Jesus j u s t i f i e s  us by fa i th ,  but also how He 

sa n c t i f ie s  us here and how He w i l l  g lo r i f y  us when He comes again—a l l  

in the context o f  the great theme of the great controversy between 

good and e v i l .

This series o f  th ir te e n  lessons, besides addressing theo log ica l 

top ics , takes in to  serious consideration devotional as well as e th ica l 

imperatives. We are to l i f t  up our eyes and commune w ith God in the 

middle of our hec tic  l iv e s .  We are to  return to  God in true  repentance, 

not th ink ing  e v i l  in  our hearts . This is something which is  possible 

only i f  we experience C h r is t 's  presence in our midst and have the Holy 

S p i r i t  empowering us to  do His w i l l .  We are to  execute ju s t ic e  and to 

love mercy and t r u th  in our interpersonal re la t ionsh ips  with o thers. 

In the middle o f d iscouraging circumstances, in  th is  time o f uncerta in ty  

and flagging zea l, we are to  get hold of God's promises o f hope and 

res to ra tion  while awaiting Jesus' g lorious appearing. He is  our good 

Shepherd who so id e n t i f ie d  w ith  the sheep th a t  He became the Lamb o f 

God who suffered and died fo r  the sake of His sheep; He is  our coming 

v ic to r ious  King. This spectrum o f thought in  Zechariah provides a r ich  

p o r t ra i t  o f the Messiah w ith  a l l  His beau tifu l c h a ra c te r is t ic s .

This study has been g re a t ly  bene fic ia l to  me. Hopefully i t  w i l l  

be of great bene f it  to  Seventh-day Adventists around the world. I t  

has aided me in sharpening my study s k i l l s ,  and c o n t r ib u te d  to  

re v i ta l iz in g  and molding my l i f e  and character. I have experienced 

the joy and s a t is fa c t io n  tha t come from discovering gems of t ru th  and
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the Pearl o f the great p r ic e .  I t  has made me keenly aware o f the issue 

o f the great controversy as i t  re la tes  to  the Adventist message in these 

la s t  days.

I have discovered again the great value of a c tu a l ly  studying the 

Word o f  God, not merely studying about i t .  The joy o f d iscovering and 

ta s t in g  that the Lord is  good in the book o f Zechariah. The Word of 

God is  the bread o f l i f e .  I t  is  not s u f f ic ie n t  to  simply analyze and 

describe the bread w ithout a c tu a lly  ea ting , d iges ting , and a ss im ila t ing  

i t .  The Word o f l i f e  must infuse our l ive s  and become an in te g ra l 

part o f our being.

Often commentators disagree on the in te rp re ta t io n  o f Zechariah. 

This disagreement propelled me in to  a complete immersion in the Word. 

I am gra te fu l fo r  the insp ired  comments o f Ellen G. White th a t shed 

l i g h t  on several cruc ia l passages. However, th is  series of lessons 

would not have become a r e a l i t y  w ithout many long hours o f heart- 

searching, prayer, meditation , and re f le c t io n .  The lessons came in to  

existence as a resu lt  o f seeking earnestly  a f te r  God; He is  the One 

who receives the c re d it  fo r  His w il l ingness  to en ligh ten  one o f His 

earthen vessels.

One must keep in mind tha t the primary purpose o f these lessons 

is  devotional and in s t ru c t io n a l in nature. They are w r i t te n  w ith  the 

purpose o f awakening and preparing God's fo llowers to  meet C h r is t when 

He comes. In th is  context I would l ik e  to  make the fo l low ing  rec

ommendations :

1. Like Zechariah o f o ld , we must stop d a i ly  what we are doing,
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no matter how important i t  may seem, to  l i f t  up our eyes and commune 

with God.

2. B ib le  study must go beyond the su p e r f ic ia l  and hasty routine 

to which we may have become accustomed. I t  must involve our greatest 

energies with a heart and mind subdued by the presence o f the Holy

S p i r i t .  We must w restle  w ith  S c r ip tu re  and a c tu a l l y  ta s te  and

ass im ila te  i t  in  our l iv e s .  Prayer, m edita t ion, r e f le c t io n ,  and genuine 

heart-searching are indispensable here.

3. Before rushing here and there to f in d  s p i r i t u a l  t ru th ,  we 

must f i r s t  and foremost seek the t ru th  from the Source—God and His 

Word. Often we get accustomed to being spoon-fed w ithout any serious 

e f fo r t  on our p a r t .  We l is te n  to sermons, cassettes, d iscussions, and 

read books and commentaries about the B ib le . A l l  such a c t i v i t ie s  have

th e i r  proper p lace, however, they must never take the place o f earnest

personal B ib le  study.

4. These lessons need to be studied in th e i r  sequential order 

—chapter by chapter and to p ic  by to p ic .  For example, the chapters and 

top ics re la t in g  to  repentance, communion with God, sa lva t ion  by fa i t h ,  

and the empowering o f the Holy S p i r i t  come before the la te r  topics on 

e th ica l imperatives and preparation fo r  the coming o f C h r is t .  There 

is  c e r ta in ly  great value in studying a book l i k e  Zechariah, verse by 

verse and chapter by chapter, in an organized and consis tent fashion 

so th a t s p e c if ic  d e ta i ls  and broad ou tl ines can he understood in  

re la t io n  to each o ther.

5. Zechariah is  uniquely relevant to Adventist theology and 

mission at the present time. I t  deserves greater a t te n t io n  on the
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part o f Seventh-day Adventists. I t  should be emphasized and studied 

as are Daniel and Revelation, fo r  i t  p a ra l le ls  these two important 

books in  i t s  Messianic, apoca lyptic , and eschatological content.

6. In order to actua lize  the importance of Zechariah, th is  

series o f  lessons can be used in prayer and B ib le  study groups and as 

sermons. Each one o f the th ir te e n  lessons can be used as the basis o f 

a sermon fo r  one quarte r; or a series o f sermons can be gleaned from 

the lessons dealing s p e c i f ic a l ly  w ith  such themes as the p o r t ra i ts  o f 

the Messiah, His th re e  advents, and those teach ings  e s p e c ia l ly  

appropriate to  Adventist doctrine and mission— i . e .  righteousness by 

fa i t h ,  the m in is try  o f C hris t as advocate, atonement, m illennium, and 

judgment.

Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.



BIBLIOGRAPHY

Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.



BIBLIOGRAPHY

Books

Baldwin, Joyce G. Haggai, Zechariah, Malachi. London: In te r -V a rs i ty
Press, 1974.

Bunyan, John. The P i lg r im 's  Progress. S p r in g f ie ld ,  Penn.: Whitaker
House, 1973.

Feinberg, Charles L. The Minor Prophets. Chicago: Moody Press, 1977.

Hanson, Paul 0. The Dawn o f Apoca lyp tic . Philadelphia: Fortress
Press, 1975.

Harrelson, Walter. Interpreting the Old Testament. New York: Holt,
Rinehart and Winston, In c . , 1964.

Josephus, F. Jewish A n t i q u i t i e s . T ra n s la ted  by Ralph Marcus. 
Cambridge, Mass.: Harvard U n ive rs ity  Press, 1942.

LaRondelle, Hans K. The Is rae l o f God in Prophecy. Berrien Springs, 
Michigan: Andrews U n ive rs ity  Press, 1983.

Leopold, H.C. Exposition o f Zechariah. Colombus: The Wartburg Press, 
1956.

Mason, Rex. The Books of Haggai, Zechariah and Malachi. Cambridge: 
Cambridge U n ive rs ity  Press, 1977.

Meyer, F. B. The Prophet o f  Hope. Grand Rapids: Zondervan Pub. House, 
1952.

Patterson, John. The Goodly Fellowship o f the Prophets. New York: 
Charles Scribner's  Sons, 1948.

Pane, Barton J. Encyclopdia o f B ib l ic a l  Prophecy. New York: Harper
and Row, Publishers, 1973.

Peterson, David L. Haggai and Zechariah 1-8. Philadelphia: The West
m inster Press, 1984.

Reich, Max I .  The Messianic Hope o f I s r a e l . Grand Rapids: Wm. B.
Eerdmans Pub. Co., 1940.

241

Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.



242
Seventh-day Adventist B ib le  Commentary. 10 vo ls . Edited by F. D. 

N ichol. Washington, D.C.: Review and Herald Pub. Assn., 1953-1957.

Seventh-day Adventist B ib le  D ic t io n a ry . Edited by S ieg fr ied  H. Horn. 
Washington, D.C.: Review and Herald Pub. Assn., 1960.

White, Ellen G. The Acts of the Apostles. Mountain View, C a l i f . :  
Pacif ic  Press Pub. Assn., 1900.

________ . C h r is t 's  Object Lessons. Mountain View, C a l i f . :  P a c if ic
Press Pub. Assn., 1900.

________ . "Comments." Seventh-day Adventist Bible Commentary. Edited
by F.D. N ichol. Washington, D.C.: Review and Herald Pub. Assn.,
1953-1957. 4:1179.

________ . Counsels on D iets and Foods. Washington, D.C.: Review and
Herald Pub. Assn., 1976.

 . The Desire o f  Ages. Mountain View, C a l i f . :  P a c if ic  Press
Pub. Assn., 1940.

Early W r it in g s . Washington, D.C.: Review and Herald Pub.
Assn., 194b.

. Education. Mountain View, C a l i f . :  P a c if ic  Press Pub. Assn.,
no?.

The Great Controversy. Mountain View, C a l i f . :  Pacif ic
Press Pub. Assn., 1911.

  . L e t te r  360, 1906, to  0. A. Olsen, 15 Nov., 1906. E. G.
White Research Center. Andrews U n ive rs ity . Berrien Springs, Mich.

________ . The M in is try  o f H ea ling . Mountain View, C a l i f . :  P a c if ic
Press Pub. Assn., 1905.

________ . Patr ia rchs and Prophets. Washington, D.C.: Review and
Herald Pub. Assn., 1958.

 . Prophets and Kings. Mountain View, C a l i f . :  P a c i f ic  Press
Pub. Assn., 1943.

________ . Selected Messages. Bk. 2. Washington, D.C.: Review and
Herald Pub. Assn., 1958.

________ . Signs of the Times A r t i c le s , 1890-1915 (a compilation o f E.
G. Whi te 's  short a r t i c le s ) ,  4:2(Jh.

________ . Testimonies fo r  the Church. 9 vo ls . Mountain View, C a l i f . :
P a c if ic  Press Pub. Asn., 1948.

Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.



243
 . Testimonies to  M in is te rs . Mountain View, C a l i f . :  P a c if ic

Press Pub. Assn., 1962.

Period ica ls

Bruce, F. F. "The Book o f Zechariah and the Passion N ara t ive ."  Bul
le t in  o f the Rylands L ib ra ry  43 (March, 1969):336-353.

Bunch, Taylor G. "Zechariah: Prophet o f the Advent." The Signs o f
the Times, 1984 (December, 1957):27-28.

Chernus, I r a .  "A Wall o f  F ire  Round About." Journal of Jewish Studies 
30 (Spring, 1979):68-84.

C lark, David J . "The Case o f the Vanishing Angel."  The B ib le  Trans
la to r  33 (A p r i l ,  1982):213-218.

Dumbbrell, W. J . "Kingship and Temple in the P o s t -e x i l ic  Period." 
The Reformed Theological Review 37 (May-August, 1978):33-42.

l ip im s k i ,  E. "recherches sur le  l i v r e  de Zacharie." Vetus Testamentum 
20 (1970:25-55.

Lowe, Hary. "Zechariah Encourages the B u i ld e rs ."  Review and Herald, 
April 21, 1960.

M i l le r ,  John H. "Haggai-Zechariah: Prophets o f  the Now and Future."
Current Issues in Theology and Mission 6 ( A p r i l ,  1979):99-104.

Petersen, David L. "Zerubbabel and Jerusalem Temple Reconstruction." 
The C atho lic  B ib l ic a l  Quarterly  36 (Ju ly, 1974) :366-372.

Roth, C ec il .  "The Cleansing o f the Temple and Zechariah." Novum Tes
tamentum IV (I960):174-181.

Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.



VITA

Name: P h i l ip  G. Samaan

Date and Place o f B ir th :  November 25, 1949
Syria

Undergraduate and Graduate Schools Attended:

1968-1973: Walla Walla College
1973-1975: Andrews U n ive rs ity ,  the S.D.A.

Theological Seminary 
1975-1976: Loma Linda U n ive rs ity , School o f

Public Health

Degrees Awarded:

Bachelor o f Arts  in  Religion and H is to ry , 1973 
Master o f  D iv in i t y ,  1975 
Master o f Science in Public Health, 1976 
Doctor o f  M in is t ry ,  1987

Professional Experience:

1976-1979:
1979-1983:

1983-1985:

1985-1987:

1987-

Pastor, Idaho Conference of Seventh-day Adventists 
D irec to r o f  Campus M in is t r ie s  and Youth Outreach, North 

P a c if ic  Union of Seventh-day Adventis ts 
D irec to r o f  the Department o f Lay A c t iv i t ie s  and Sabbath 

School, General Conference o f Seventh-day Adventists 
—A fr ica - In d ia n  Ocean D iv is ion 

Assoc ia te  D ire c to r  o f  the Department o f Church 
M in is t r ie s — Lay A c t iv i t ie s  and Sabbath School, General 

Conference of Seventh-day A dven tis ts—A fr ica -Ind ian  
Ocean D iv is ion  

Assistant Professor o f R e lig ion , Andrews U n ive rs ity

Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.


	Developing a Series of Sabbath School Lessons on the Book of Zechariah
	Recommended Citation

	tmp.1435331527.pdf.5XX0s

