Andrews University

Digital Commons @ Andrews University

Dissertations Graduate Research

1992

A Study of Religious Attitudes and Problems as Perceived by
Current and Former Seventh-day Adventist Students at Seventh-
day Adventist Mission Secondary Schools in Hong Kong

Daniel Gim-Teng Chuah
Andrews University

Follow this and additional works at: https://digitalcommons.andrews.edu/dissertations

6‘ Part of the Education Commons, and the Religion Commons

Recommended Citation

Chuah, Daniel Gim-Teng, "A Study of Religious Attitudes and Problems as Perceived by Current and
Former Seventh-day Adventist Students at Seventh-day Adventist Mission Secondary Schools in Hong
Kong" (1992). Dissertations. 285.

https://digitalcommons.andrews.edu/dissertations/285

This Dissertation is brought to you for free and open access by the Graduate Research at Digital Commons @
Andrews University. It has been accepted for inclusion in Dissertations by an authorized administrator of Digital
Commons @ Andrews University. For more information, please contact repository@andrews.edu.


https://digitalcommons.andrews.edu/
https://digitalcommons.andrews.edu/dissertations
https://digitalcommons.andrews.edu/graduate
https://digitalcommons.andrews.edu/dissertations?utm_source=digitalcommons.andrews.edu%2Fdissertations%2F285&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
http://network.bepress.com/hgg/discipline/784?utm_source=digitalcommons.andrews.edu%2Fdissertations%2F285&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
http://network.bepress.com/hgg/discipline/538?utm_source=digitalcommons.andrews.edu%2Fdissertations%2F285&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
https://digitalcommons.andrews.edu/dissertations/285?utm_source=digitalcommons.andrews.edu%2Fdissertations%2F285&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
mailto:repository@andrews.edu

Andrews @ University

Seek Knowledge. Affirm Faith. Change the World.

Thank you for your interest in the

Andrews University Digital Library

of Dissertations and Theses.

Please honor the copyright of this document by

not duplicating or distributing additional copies

in any form without the author’s express written
permission. Thanks for your cooperation.



INFORMATION TO USERS

This manuscript has been reproduced from the microfilm master. UMI
films the text directly from the original or copy submitted. Thus, some
thesis and dissertation copies are in typewriter face, while others may
be from any type of computer printer.

The quality of this reproduction is dependent upon the quality of the
copy submitted. Broken or indistinct print, colored or poor quality
tllustrations and photographs, print bieedthrough, substandard margins,
and improper alignment can adversely affect reproduction.

In the unlikely event that the author did not send UMI a complete
manuscript and there are missing pages, these will be noted. Also, if
unauthorized copyright material had to be removed, a note will indicate
the deletion.

Oversize materials (e.g., maps, drawings, charts) are reproduced by
sectioning the original, beginning at the upper left-hand corner and
continuing from left to right in equal sections with small overlaps. Each
original is also photographed in one exposure and is included in
reduced form at the back of the book.

Photographs included in the original manuscript have been reproduced
xerographically in this copy. Higher quality 6" x 9" black and white
photographic prints are available for any photographs or illustrations
appearing in this copy for an additional charge. Contact UMI directly
to order.

LM

Jriversity Microtams atarranoras
< Ser & ~owe' ~torraticr Carcary
300 Merr Z2ec Rcac Arn Aroor Mi 487651345 LSA
3°3 TRI-ATOC 300 32°-060C

Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.



Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.



Order Number 9325653

A study of religious attitudes and problems as perceived
by current and former Seventh-day Adventist students at
Seventh-day Adventist mission secondary schools in Hong Kong

Chuah, Daniel Gim-Teng, Ph.D.

Andrews University, 1992

U-M-1

300 N. Zeeb Rd.
Ann Arbor. MI 48106

Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.



Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.



Andrews University

School of Education

A STUDY OF RELIGIOUS ATTITUDES AND PROBLEMS AS
PERCEIVED BY CURRENT AND FORMER SEVENTH-DAY
ADVENTIST STUDENTS AT SEVENTH-DAY
ADVENTIST MISSION SECONDARY
SCHOOLS IN HONG KONG

A Dissertation
Presented in Partial Fulfillment
of the Requirements for the Degree

Doctor of Philosophy

by
Daniel Gim-Teng Chuah

November 1992

Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.



A STUDY OF RELIGIOUS ATTITUDES AND PROBLEMS AS
PERCEIVED BY CURRENT AND FORMER SEVENTH-DAY
ADVENTIST STUDENTS AT SEVENTH-DAY
ADVENTIST MISSION SECONDARY
SCHOOLS IN HONG KONG

A dissertation
presented in partial fulfillment of
the requirements for the degree
Doctor of Philosophy

by

Daniel Gim-Teng Chuah

APPROVAL BY THE COMMITTEE:

!
Chalr Rogex L. Dudley 9' uxrectém Graduate Programs

ijﬁfi;//%eq e H. A ers Dean, SchookZOf Education

N

Member: Roy C.

L [/ n/1x (42

External Eugene ng Date approved:

Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.



ABSTRACT

A STUDY OF RELIGIOUS ATTITUDES AND PRCBLEMS AS
PERCEIVED BY CURRENT AND FORMER SEVENTH-DAY
ADVENTIST STUDENTS AT SEVENTH-DAY
ADVENTIST MISSION SECONDARY
SCHOOLS IN HONG KONG

by

Daniel Gim-Teng Chuah

Chair: Roger Louis Dudley

Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.



ABSTRACT OF GRADUATE STUDENT RESEARCH

Dissertation

Andrews University

School of Education

Title: A STUDY OF RELIGIOUS ATTITUDES AND PROBLEMS AS
PERCEIVED BY CURRENT AND FORMER SEVENTH-DAY
ADVENTIST STUDENTS AT SEVENTH-DAY ADVENTIST
MISSION SECONDARY SCHOOLS IN HONG KONG

Name of researcher: Daniel Gim-Teng Chuah

Name and degree of faculty chair: Roger Louis Dudley, Ed.D.

Date completed: November 1992

Problem

In spite of the combined efforts of both the local
churches and the schools, the church attendance of Seventh-
day Adventist adolescents has been low. This present study
was to identify the religious attitudes of current Adventist
students and Adventist alumni of all Adventist mission
secondary schools in Hong Xong and to determine the
relationship of these attitudes to other selected variables
such as Bible classes, spiritual assemblies, church services
and activities, doctrinal beliefs, relationships with

parents, teachers, and pastors, their own self-concepts, and
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peer ana media influences. This study sought to relate also
the attitudes with 14 background variables such as gender,
grade level at baptism, level of education, years spent in
Adventist schools, religious background of parents, parents'
marital status, church attendance, and residential status,

whether dormitory or community students.

Method
The subjects of this study were 165 current students
from Form/Middle One to Five and 199 alumni who had left the
Adventist secondary schools, not more than 5 years
previously. The survey instrument utilized was the Youth

Perceptual Inventory developed by Dudley (1977), mcdified by

Laurent (1586), then further modified and translated into

the Chinese language, and validated.

Results

An investigation of the alienation scores indicated
that 7% of the Adventist population might be considered *o
have negative attitudes toward religion. The variables that
elicited the most negative attitudes concerned uninteresting
sermons, unhappiness while attending an Adventist school or
church, restrictive church standards, not feeling accepted
at church, and unenjoyable church ycuth activities.

Eight cf the 13 highest correlations dealt with
church influences; schocl-influence variables ranked second.

The influence of media and peers ranked 12th and 15th,
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respectively. Home-influence variables ranked no higher
than 17th.

The best predictors for alienation in descending
order were: lack of church involvement, lack of personal
interest of teachers, authoritarianism in pastors, unbelief
in Adventist doctrines, lack of personal interest of
pastors, negative media influence, lack of religious

sincerity of teachers, and family disharmony.

Conclusion
It is important that parents, teachers, and
religious leaders endeavor to manifest and communicate

qualities associated with positive religiocus attitudes.
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CHAPTER I

INTRODUCTION

The Colony of Hong Kong

Hong Kong consists of a peninsula attached to
mainland China and over two hundred islands. The mainland
area has two sections--the New Territories in the north and
the Kowloon Peninsula in the south. The main island, Hong
RKong Island, lies scuth of the peninsula.

Hong Kong is a bustling center of economic activity
and one of the world's most crowded places. It ranks among
Asia's major ports as a center of trade, finance,
manufacturing, and tourism. Hong Kong has a land area of
410 square miles with a population of about 6 million people
(Encyclopedia Americana, 1988). On the average, about
15,000 people live in each square mile.

Hong Kong is a British colony of which the northern
part was leased by China to Britain in 1898 for 99 years; it
will be returned to the Chinese Government in 1997. No one
is sure what the political situation, the economic
condition, and educational system will be by that time. But
for years Hong Kong has been enjoying its free-port status,

including the diverse life-styles and religions of the Hong
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2
Kong people. According to Knight (1985), Buddhists comprise
74% of the total population; Christians, 8%; and others,
18%. With regard to education, all children in Hong Kong
are required by law to go to school for 9 years--6 years of
elementary school and the first 3 of the 5 years of high
school. Tuition for these 9 years of education is free.
The Department of Education of Hong Kong subsidizes the
students and allocates them to schools according to
established criteria. This includes Adventist mission
secondary schools. Hong Kong has two universities, four
teacher colleges, five other colleges and technical schools,

714 elementary schools, and 424 secondary schools.

Adventist Education in Hong Kong

Of its 6 million people, those ranging from the ages
of 10 to 19 years comprise 17% of the total population
(Knight, 1985). 1In other words, about one sixth of the
people in Hong Kong are adolescents. It is in this densely
populated city of Hong Kong that the Seventh-day Adventist
church, with a constituency of 3000 members, has the
challenge of providing Christian education from the lowest
level to the highest degree that it can offer. Adventists
operate a denominational college, four feeder mission high
schools, and one centralized church school for the younger
generation. The four mission schools are able to serve
approximately 2400 young people each year with about 50% of

their faculty members who are Adventists. It is a primary
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3
purpose of the mission schools to reach the juvenile
population with the Gospel.

In the Adventist mission secondary schools, Bible is
taught at all levexls. All four mission schools encourage
and prepare their last-year students to take Bible as one of
the subjects in the School Certificate Examination conducted
by the Department of Education of Hong Kong. This enhances
a deeper knowledge of the meaning of the Bible. Each of the
four mission secondary schools designs its own Bible
curriculum, spiritual programs, and activities such as weeks
of prayer, chapel, morning and afternocon worship services,
and Saturday morning religious programs. Friday vespers and
Saturday sundown worships are scheduled in the only boarding
school that Adventists have in Hong Kong. All these extra-
curricular activities are compulsory because they constitute
the evangelistic endeavors of the schools to bring the young
people to Christ. On Saturday mornings, after the schools'
religious programs and activities, the students are
dismissed but the Adventist students are encouraged and the
non-Adventist students are invited to remain for church
services in the churches on the campuses. With all the
school and church efforts in providing academic programs and
Christ-centered extra-curricular activities, counselling,
and youth-ministry services, the baptismal rate through
educational work remains the highest when compared with the

results through other means of evangelism. Schecol
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4
evangelism is known as the most effective, fastest, and most

economical way of reaching the youth.

Statement of the Problem

In spite of the combined efforts of both the local
churches and the schools, the church attendance of Adventist
adolescents has been low. Many of the current Adventist
students and alumni are not found in the weekly divine
service and young people's meeting. The alumni, especially,
seem to disconnect themselves from their church as they
graduate from the Adventist mission schools or transfer to
non-Adventist schools. In other words, some of the students
or alumni who have been baptized in the mission schools
remain faithful while others become alienated from church.

What problems do students face in the mission
schools and in the church? Wwhat attitudes do they develop
toward the school and religion? Why are some positively
crientcd toward the church, while many are indifferent or
even hostile toward it? This problem demands the concern
and consideration of all Christian parents, church leaders,
Adventist educators, and religious counselors. This study
attempted to identify the religious attitudes of and the
problems perceived by Adventist students of the four
Seventn-day Adventist mission secondary schools in Hong Kong

as to the reascns of alienation.
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Purpcse of the Study

The primary purpose of this study was, therefore, to
identify the religious attitudes of and the problems as
perceived by two groups of Adventist adolescents as to the
reasons for alienation from religion. One of these two
groups of adolescents was the Adventist students whc were
currently attending one of the four Adventist mission
secondary schools; the second group was the baptized alumni
who have attended any of the four schocls and have left the
schools, not more than five years previously, and were
residing in Hong Kong.

This study involved an effort to discover
correlations between attitudes toward and perception of
religion and other selected variables. Among the variables
were: Bible classes, spiritual assemblies, teachers,
teacher-student relationship. schcol administrators, school
activities, school standards, parents, parents' standards,
parent-child relationship, worship services, church pastors,
doctrines, pastor-member relationship, sermons, church
activities, church standards, peer group, media influences,
and self-esteem.

This study also sought to relate the attitudes and
problems with certain background variables: gender, grade
level at baptism, level of education, years spent in
Adventist mission schools, religious background of parents,

parents' marital status, church attendance, participation in
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church activities, and residential status as dormitory or
community students.
It was hoped that the results of the study would
bring a better understanding of how Hong Kong Adventist
youth feel about religion and the church and provide solid

indicators as to why some youth accept or reject religion.

Need and Significance of the Study

This study is needed primarily because of the
crucial nature of the subject of school evangelism and the
salvation of young people. The eternal destiny of a person
depends upon a personal decision, and it is in adolescence
that one begins to search for identity and meaning in life.

Second, this study is significant because there is
little information available on this subject in Hong Kong.
In the Western world, there are some sources offering
substantial empirical evidence that deal with the problem of
alienation in the religious experience of adolescents
(Dudley, 1977; Laurent, 1986; Kangas, 1988). 1In Hong Kong,
the general feeling is that the problem is serious, but only
guesses and personal opinions exist as to why Adventist
adolescents reject religion. No empirical research is yet
available.

Third, the study is important because it attempts to
listen to adolescents on the subject of religion.

Fourth, this study is significant because it

provides objective data for parents, pastors, teachers, and
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counselors for the planning cf new strategies focusing on
the spiritual outcomes of education, programs, and
activities.

Fifth, this study is needed because it focuses on
the reasons for acceptance and rejection of religion. It
is not enough to know that a small portion of students from
the mission secondary schools is accepting the church and
from that portion many have become alienated from religion.
Adventist parents, teachers, leaders, and counselors need to
know the reason why.

Finally, this study is important because it provides
groundwork for curricular and operational changes for the
near future to promote a climate for optimal acceptance of
the Faith. It also provides a base line for all later
surveys and studies. Political changes in the next few
years in this part of the world will probably profoundly
affect the life of the Chinese people, especially the

religious life of adolescents.

Theoretical Basis of the Study

A broad background of theory was drawn from studies
in the field of adolescent psychology, personality
development, sociology, youth ministry, media influence, and
from the researcher's personal observation and experience.
From the theoretical background, independent variables were
selected. By correlating important selected variables in

the home, church, and school life of youth with attitudes
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toward and perceptions of religion, patterns were
investigated and the research hypotheses constructed.

The following is a brief summary of the components
on which this study was based: autonomy, autocratic and
rigid authority, the relationship between religion and
rigidity, the gap between adult religious profession and
practice, the adolescent personal identity, the influence of
peers, the influence of mass media, and the need for

adolescent religious experience.

Autonomx

One of the important developmental tasks for the
self-conscious adolescents as outiined by Havighurst (1972)
is the achieving of independence from parents and other
significant adult persons, so that they may move onward
toward maturity. To be accepted as an autonomous person
becomes one of the goals of normal adolescents (Thornburg,
1975).

According to Wagner (1978), the need of adolescents
to establish independence from adults may result in some
cases in questioning of Christianity. This is not
necessarily a spiritual problem, but probably a normal
developmental phenomenon. They are passing from a received
faith to a personal faith. Wagner said:

Many adolescents investigate their religion as a

source of emotional and intellectual stimulation.
Youngsters want to learn their religion on an

intellectual basis rather than by blind acceptance.
They question religion not because they want to become
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agnostic or atheistic, but because they want to accept
religion in a way that is meaningful to them--based on
their desire to be independent and free to make their
own decisions. (pp. 357-358)
In the words of Muuss (1975), "It is hoped that the
adolescents will find a deep religious commitment during

this period, a commitment they carry with them throughout

adulthood" (p. €3).

Autocratic and Rigid Authority

One important developmental trend in religion during
the adolescent years consists of changes in religious
beliefs due tc the increased knowledge and experience of
adolescents. Hurlock (1967) pointed out that in many cases,
the change is part of the adolescents' revolt against all
authority. The more authoritarian their training, the
greater their revolt. This will affect their religious and
other concepts learned from authoritarian teaching.

Hurlock also pointed out that i1f the adolasscents are
denied the independence their friends have, they will be
resentfui of their parents by showing a negative attitude
toward their parents and everything they have or do.
According to Rice (1978), the negative attitude of the youth
toward parents may lead to the rejection of their religion.
Rice claimed that:

When adolescents begin to rebel against their
father's authority, their religious faith also begins to
collapse. . . . [If adolescents are rebelling against
their parents, they may use religion as a means of

striking against them. They reject religion as a way of
emancipating themselves from parents who are not giving
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them the freedom they seek. Adolescents' rebeliion
against going to church is one =xpression of this
rebellion against parental authority. They cannot react
against their parents to whom their anger is directed,
so they react against the religion they want them to
have. (p. 490)

Good family, school, and church environments can
provide a strong continuity of values and beliefs between
youth and their parents, teachers, and ministers.

Relationship Between Religion
and Rigidity

Adolescents need the warmth, empathy, and
genuineness of parents, teachers, and friends. They also
need the understanding, hope, and involvement of one-to-one
relationships with adults and peers. But Strommen (1973)
showed that half of the youth in church feel alienated from
the church, feeling unwanted, unneeded, and unnoticed.

In dealing with the methods of teaching senior
highs, Bowman (1963) advocated that adolescents need to
explore faith from every angle, and they need to find in the
church a freedom to follow their thoughts wherever they may
lead. In discussing adolescents in search of religion and
church, Babin (1969) stated:

More important for their deepest acceptance than the
intellectual caliber of the teacher is the sincerity
with which they love and feel loved. They will come to
the Church through love, not reason. Therefore, if the
church offers no love, none of love's freedom and elan,

they will join another club. And we will have nothing
to say to them. (pp. 68-69)
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Adolescents long for warm friendship, good
communication, and broader meaning in the experience of
religious life.

Gap Between Adult Religious
Profession and Practice

Adolescents want to build their own moral codes.
According to Hurlock (1980), such moral codes are to be
built on the basis of concepts of right and wrong which
adolescents have learned from adults. Hurlock said:

Inconsistencies in standards of right and wrong the

adolescents encounter in daily life confuse them and
impede their progress in building their religious faith
and establishing their religious conviction. (p. 243)

Adolescents do have the ability to imagine an ideal
world. When they realize the adults whom they once
considered as heroes fall far short of their ideal, they
point out all the shortcomings they notice in the adult
culture--hypocrisy, injustice, and repressicn--hoping to
bring reality closer to their ideal (Papalia and Olds,
1989). Many are also willing to take a conspicuous stand in
confronting these issues and the persons and institutions
involved. Rogers (1969) suggested that these are some of

the causes that lead the students into alienation from

family, religion, or society.

Self-esteem

According to Erikson (1968), the main challenge of

the stage of adolescence is the conflict of identity
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formation versus role diffusion and identity confusion. The
adolescent begins to question whether there is continuity
between "who I have been'" and "who I will become." If
personal identity 1s not established, youth struggle and the
pain of role confusion may result. Adolescents may then
withdraw and isclate themselves, becoming alienated from
various aspects of life including religion (Muuss 1975).
Mitchell (1986) stated:

Identity crises occur when the adolescent cannot
find someone (or something) to believe in, or to attach
himself to. Typical of identity crises is an
overidentification with movie stars, athletic heroes, or

music sensations and simultaneous surface rejection of
parents and parental values. (p. 33)

Influence of Peers

One important developmental task for adolescence is
to build values. Hurlock (1980), when outlining adolescent
developmental psychology, suggested that since adolescents
spend most of their time outside the home with members of
their peer grcup, the peers have a greater influence on
adolescent attitudes, values, standards, and behavior than
the family.

Hurlock further pointed out that on one hand the
adolescents want to build values that are in harmony with
those held by adults, but, on the other hand, when the
adult-fostered values clash with peer values, adolescents
choose to reject adult values and withdraw from adult

institutions such as the church (Smith, 1962) in favor of
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those of their peers. Adolescents are eager for peer
acceptance, want to win social approval, and feel secure
among their peer group. Mitchell (1986) emphasized that
peer rejection will result in much trauma.

Age does become a powerful bonding factor in the
development of adolescence. Papalia and Olds (1989) pointed
out that sometimes age is even more powerful than religion,
race, community, or sex. O'Doherty (1973) stated that, "The
‘crisis of faith' common in late adolescence is very often
due to the individual's inability to withstand peer group
pressures" (p. 85). He explained that one of the reasons
for youth to become selective in what they believe is "due
to their contact with youngsters from totally non-religious
backgrounds" (p. 5).

While members of the peer group are constantly
influencing and being influenced by each other, the bright
side is that parents who have strong ties with their
children are still recognized as sources of guidance and
authority (Smart, 1978) and that peer groups which have key
members with leadership training can provide positive and

value-shaping effects on others (Strommen, 1973).

Influence of Mass Media

The search for a meaningful identity is a major task
of adolescents. #Muuss (1975) observed that this task is
immeasurably more difficult in a modern democratic society

than in a primitive society. Babin (1969) held that
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adolescents are in a "transition from a traditional or
authoritarian society to a pluralistic one" (p. 28).

Mass media, particularly television, has much
influence on students. The amount of time youth are exposed
to mass media made it a powerful force in youth development.

Rogers (1969) explained that young students learn very
early from news and television series about hypocrisy and
dishonesty in adult society. Within a short period of time,
adolescents can observe how people are lying to each other
in daily lives and on universal and international hookups.
The youth have difficulty accepting those manifested
hypocrisies. This probably causes respect for authority to
erode. Adult values, standards, and behavior no longer
constitute models to young people, and conflict between
adolescents and adults is thus generated. Babin (1969)
emphasized that the media's influence has greatly affected
the issues of faith for young people.

Need for Adolescent Religious
Activities

High school Christian youth usually want to be
involved in religious activities. The involvement of
adolescents in religious activities is a conscious appraisal
and declaration of their faith, which is at the same time an
important aspect of their identity quest (Sparkman, 1979).
It is important to experience active participation as a

response to their faith (Cromer, 1977), and faith is kept
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vibrant when it is shared. Bolin (1i977) believed that young
people gain confidence and grow in Christian maturity as
they share in Christian life together. Babin (1969)
observed that adolescents are longing for participation in
actions which are worthwhile and which make them more human.

Strommen, Brekke, Underwager, and Johnson (1972)
explained that adolescents react negatively to controlled,
formal, and unchanging religious activities. There is a
need for activities which will give adolescents a sense of
purpose and an opportunity to express and affirm their

faith.

Statement of the Hypotheses

The underlying hypothesis of this study was that
alienation from Seventh-day Adventism among students
attending mission schools is correlated with the youth's
relationships with parents, teachers, pastors, peer groups,
media influence, and their own self-concepts (relationships
concerning religious values). This general working
hypothesis was subdivided into 23 research hypotheses:

1. Negative attitudes toward religion are
correlated with adolescents' perceptions that they are not
achieving autonomy.

2. Negative attitudes toward religion are
correlated with adolescents' perceptions of intrafamily
disharmony in their parental homes.

3. Negative attitudes toward religion are
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correlated with adolescents' perceptions of authoritarianism
1In their parents.

4. Negative attitudes toward religion are
correlated with adolescents' perceptions of authoritarianism
in their school administrators and teachers.

5. Negative attitudes toward religion are
correlated with adolescents' perceptions of authoritarianism
in their church pastors.

6. Negative attitudes toward religion are
correlated with adolescents' perceptions of the severity and
harshness of the discipline used by their parents.

7. Negative attitudes toward religion are
correlated with adolescents' perceptions of the severity and
harshness of the discipline used by their school
administrators and teachers.

8. Negative attitudes toward religion are
correlated with adolescents' perceptions of poor
interpersonal relationships, including the feeling of
unacceptance and the inability to discuss personal concerns
with their parents.

9. Negative attitudes toward religion are
correlated with adolescents' perceptions of poor
interpersonal relationships, including the feeling of
unacceptance and the inability to discuss personal ccncerns
with their teachers.

10. Negative attitudes toward religion are
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correlated with adolescents' perceptions of poor
interpersonal relationships, including the feeling of
unacceptance and the inability to discuss personal concerns
with their church pastors.

11. Negative attitudes toward religion are
correlated with adolescents' perceptions of the degree to
which their Christian teachers at schools do not personally
care about them.

12. Negative attitudes toward religion are
correlated with adclescents' perceptions of the degree to
which their church pastors do not personally care about
them.

13. Negative attitudes toward religion are
correlated with adolescents' perceptions of the degree to
which their parents do not live up to the life-style
standards of the Adventist Church.

14. Negative attitudes toward religion are
correlated with adolescents' perceptions of the degree to
which their teachers do not live up to the life-style
standards of the Adventist Church.

15. Negative attitudes toward religion are
correlated with adolescents' perceptions of tie insincerity
of their parents' personal relationship with God.

16. Negative attitudes toward religion are
correlated with adolescents' perceptions of the insincerity

of their teachers' personal relationship with God.
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17. Negative attitudes toward religion are
correlated with adolescents' perceptions of the insincerity
of their church pastors' personal relationship with God.

18. Negative attitudes toward religion are
correlated with adolescents' low self-esteem.

19. Negative attitudes toward religion are
correlated with adolescents' perceptions of the negative
influence that peers have on their behavior.

20. Negative attitudes toward religion are
correlated with adolescents' perception of the negative
influence that the media have on their behavior.

21. Negative attitudes toward religion are
correlated with adolescents' perceptions of their lack of
opportunity for church involvement.

22. Negative attitudes toward religion are
correlated with concepts of religion held by adolescents as
being more legalistic rather than a relationship with a
personal God.

23. Negative attitudes toward religion are
correlated with adolescents' expressiocns of unbelief in the

doctrines of the Seventh-day Adventist church.

Definition of Terms

In this study, the following terms are defined:

Adolescents: Persons from age 12 to 22. A term

used interchangeably with youth or young people. In terms

of the actual population being studied, it refers to current
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Adventist students and Adventist alumni of past vears of the
four Seventh-day Adventist high schools in Hong Kong.

Alienation: A sense of estrangement or withdrawal
from religion. It is a feeling of not belonging to or not
fitting in with the Adventist community, sometimes
accompanied by anxiety, resentment, hostility,
discontentment, or disillusionment, whether attending or not
attending church services.

Attrition: Disaffiliation from the church resulting
from alienation.

Church: The Seventh-day Adventist denomination and
its congTegations.

Form One: The first year of secondary school,
equivalent to the American seventh grade, with emphasis in
English language. Textbooks are in English, although
Chinese is taught as a subject.

The Hong Kong-Macao Conference: The Seventh~day

Adventist administration in Hong Rong which is under the
South China Island Union Mission and in turn under the Far
Eastern Division of Seventh-day Adventists.

Middle One: The first year of middle school,
equivalent to the American seventh grade, with emphasis in
the Chinese language. Textbooks are in Chinese, although
English is taught as a subject.

Religion: The individual's total relationship with

God in the holistic sense including belief, ethics, rituals,
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experience, love, self-denial, knowledge, prayer, worship,
witnessing, commitment, stewardship, salvation, and oneness
with God.
Retenticn: The process of retaining membership in
the Seventh-day Adventist church, the probability of
remaining an Adventist.

Seventh~day Adventist: A baptized member of the

Seventh~-day Adventist Church, also referred to as an
"Adventist."

Sam Yuk Middle/Secondary Schools: The schools

operated by the Hong Kong-Macao Conference of Seventh-day
Adventists, offering Form One through Six and/or Middle One
through Six {(equivalent to grade seven through twelve in the
American system). Three of the schools serve only community
students, while the fourth, which has dormitory facilities,

serves both community and dormitory students.

Delimitations of Study

For practical considerations, the population of the
study was delimited to Adventist students currently studying
in the four Adventist mission secondary schools in Hong Kong
and former Adventist students who studied in and have left

any of the four schools, not more than 5 years previously,

and were residing in Hong Kong.
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Methodological Assumptions of the Study

It was assumed, for the purpose of this study, that:

1. Attitudes about religion can be measured, if not
precisely, at least to some meaningful extent.

2. Feelings and attitudes provide a more accurate
measurement of attachment and alienation than external
criteria such as church attendance or membership.

3. Youth will report their attitudes and feelings
as honestly and accurately as they can if they are convinced
that the study is significant and that they will be free
from reprisal.

4. Attitudes and feelings are important to parents,
teachers, and those who minister to youth. An understanding
of the reasons for adolescent attachment and alienation is
vital to an effective youth ministry at home, church, and
school in Hong Kong.

5. The Youth Perceptual Inventory has been tested
and used among American adolescents by both Dudley and
Laurent. When it is further modified and validated, it will

be appropriated for use by the Chinese Adventist population.

Limitations of the Study

1. The research data provided correlational
information. Correlations between variables do not prove
causation, but they suggest practical approachcs that may
prove effective in the promotion cf religious attachment and

the prevention of religious attrition.
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2. This study measured the perceptions that
adolescents have of parents, teachers, and pastors and did
not attempt to measure the adults directly. Whether or not
the adolescents' perceptions correspond to fact, this study
assumed that perceptions sometimes have more effect on
behavior than reality.

3. Th

(D

study was limited to Seventh-~day Adventist
students of all four Seventh-day Adventist mission secondary
schools in Hong Kong. The results cannot be generalized
beyond this population.
4. Measurement was limited to the items included in

the questionnaire.

5. The independent variables selected were in no
way exhaustive. Their selection was based largely on the

existing literature on religious attachment and alienation

and from personal experience with the study population.

Qutline of the Study

This chapter introduces the problems and the reasons
why this study is crucial to the future of Adventist
education in Hong Kong. The significance and theoretical
basis of the study have been discussed. Twenty-three
research hypotheses were formulated and important terms
identified. The delimitation, assumptions, and limitations
of the study have been defined. Chapter 2 reviews the
related literature on the subjects of youth and their

attitudes and perceptions regarding religion. Chapter 3
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outlines the methodology which inciudes the type of
research, population, sample size, variables,
instrumentation, procedures, null hypotheses, and
statistical analysis. Chapter 4 outlines the different
findings and compares the study with Dudley's and Laurent's
research. Chapter 5 contains a summary of the study,
discussion of the results, conclusions, and recommendations
for further research. Various appendices and a bibliography

complete this study.
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CHAPTER II
REVIEW OF RELATED LITERATURE

No empirical studies have been found which attempt
to deal with alienation from religion among Chinese
Adventist adolescents in Hong Kong. Few studies have been
attempted among American Adventist and other church-related
adolescents. Tests on hypotheses that alienation is related
to adolescents' relationships with parents and other
authority figures, their self-concepts, media influence,
peer influence, school, and church are scanty. However,
sources related to various aspects of the subject are
abundant, and they provide a theoretical framework for this
study.

Literature has been selected to represent the
related fields in this research. It is reviewed under the
following subdivisions:

1. Literature cn the religious attitudes of
adolescents

2. Literature on adolescents' attitudes toward
religion as related to autonomy

3. Literature on the influence of autocracy and

rigidity at home, church, and school on the religious

24
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attitudes and feelings of adolescents

4. Literature on the relationship between religion,
rigidity, and prejudice

5. Literature on the gap between adult religious
profession and practice

6. Literature on adolescent personal identity and
self-esteem

7. Literature on the influence of the mass media on
adolescents!' attitudes toward religion

8. Literature on the peer influence on adolescents'
attitudes toward religion

9. Literature on adolescent religious activities.

Religious Attitudes of Adolescents

Adventist Studies

Noble (1971) studied all 558 twelfth-grade students
in nine Adventist senior high schools in the Pacific
Northwest. His research showed that the number ot years the
students attended Adventist schools did not appear to be a
strong factor relative to the variables of acceptance of the
church's beliefs, self-perceived life style in conformity to
church standards and beliefs, and value-perception of the
Adventist education system.

The research also indicated that belief was one of
the strongest determinants of how students perceive
themselves as practicing members of the church. Students

who perceived themselves as strong church members felt that
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ways were open to them in schools to express their
disagreements and dirferences, they believed that their
parents were committed to the principle of Adventist
Christian education, and they looked up to their parents.

Noble also found that the students knew the church
doctrines but did not necessarily believe them, and that the
students who professed that they believed the doctrines
found difficulty in practicing the principles. Furthermore,
students in these schools were critical of the religious
instructions and of the unfair treatment that early and
later adolescents received from the administrators. Noble's
study also indicated that tension in a family divided by
religious differences might reflect negatively on the
student's life pattern, particularly as related to the
church and its schools.

Dudley (1977) developed his Youth Perceptual
Inventory and administered it to 400 students who enrolled
in 20 Adventist academies in the United States. His study
suggested that 16% of the population might be considered
alienated from religion in general, while 52% of the young
people were alienated from some aspect of their religion.

Dudley found that items which evoked the most
alienation were Sabbath sermons, the necessity of church
membership, experiences with the church, Bible classes, and
the church's restrictions on life-style. The five highest

correlations all dealt with influences of the religious
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school upon alienation from religion. Among school
influences examined, lack of sincerity in teachers, little
personal interest on the part of teachers, poor
relationships with teachers. harsh school discipline,
authoritarianism in school, and teachers' noncompliance with
church standards were all positively correlated with
alienation from religion. The concept of religion as
legalism rather than a relationship was positively
correlated with alienation. A negative correlation between
alienation and the expressed belief in Adventist doctrines
was also significant.

Among the parental and home influences studied by
Dudley, poor relationships with parents, authoritarianism in
parents, lack of family harmony, lack of parental religious
sincerity, failure to achieve emancipation from parents, and
harsh parental discipline were all positively correlated
with alienation from religion. Parental ncncompliance with
church standards was not significantly correlated with
religious alienation. On the free-response item, 43%
expressed generally positive feelings toward their religion,
10% expressed generally negative feelings, 17% expressed
ambivalent or confused feelings, and 29% did not respond at
all.

Research was conducted by Minder (1985) in Illinois,
Indiana, Michigan, and Wisconsin to determine if students

who were in the Adventist school system had a greater
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probability of joining and staying in the church than
students who did not attend Adventist schools but were from
homes with at least one Adventist parent.

Minder surveyed 807 young people and reported that
51% of those who did not attend Adventist schools from
kindergarten to 12th grade had joined and stayed in the
church, 79% of those who had some Adventist education joined
and stayed, and 98% of those who attended all 12 grades in
the Adventist school system joined and stayed. He also
reported that there was a cumulative effect of the number of
years of Adventist schooling on remaining in the church if
the student joined. The probability increased with each
additional year a student stayed in the Adventist school
system. The most significant years of schooling for
retention were the academy years, with grades 5 to 8 second
in importance and grades 1 to 4, the least important
influencing retention. Minder emphasized that when the
home, the school, and the church espoused the same spiritual
values, the youth were less prone to leave the church.

Kangas (1988) studied 1511 fifteen- to sixteen-year-
old adolescents from 659 churches in the North American
Division. This study was the first report of a l0-year
longitudinal research project which sought to identify the
attitudes and behaviors of Adventist adolescents and examine
possible correlations with the religious backgrounds and

influences of their homes, churches, and schools.
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Rangas found that over half of the adolescents felt
positive about Seventh-day Adventism. A majority (59%) were
positive about their baptism, 53% regarded themselves as
active members, and 77% indicated positive intentions of
remaining Adventists. Of the 41% who wished they had not
been baptized, 19% already identified themselves as
inactive, and 21% expressed feelings of rebellion, with a
perceived amount of restraint contributing to their vendor.

The strongest influences or experiences accounting
for 47% of the variance of the adolescents' intentions of
remaining Adventists were agreement with church standards,
frequency of church attendance, the church meeting their
spiritual needs, undesirable aspects of competition, aid
felt toward independence, both parents being members of the
church, frequency of Bible reading, perceived spiritual
commitment of parents, closeness of relationships, and
perception that members live what they believe.

Rangas in her study concluded that adolescents
sought a religion based on relationship with and the
spiritual perceptions of others, and the home was the most
important religious influence. Longer attendance at
Adventist schools was the greatest influence on the degree
of agreement with the church's standards, but it was not
associated with the adolescents' present happiness with
religion. Attendance also predicted spiritual intentions

for the future. Frequency of church attendance and the
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extent to which the church met the adolescents' needs were
strong predictors of adolescents' intentions to remain
Adventists. Adolescents prefer learning religion through
involvement and discussion, not traditional methods.

One year later, in 1989, Dudley and Kangas (1990)
surveyed the same sample of the study done by Kangas in
1988. This was the second report of the l0-year
longitudinal research project. The 1,263 Adventist
adolescents were then 16 or 17 years old. This study showed
that growth in personal religion was greater than decline
and that 77% had remained the same or gained a stronger
relationship with Jesus Christ when compared with that of 1
year earlier. But 23% indicated that their relationship had
become weaker or they had no relationship at all. Further,
this study indicated that the spiritual vitality of the
young Adventists was endangered. Regarding their devotional
life, 11% indicated that they never or seldom prayed, while
42% prayed daily; 36% never or seldom studied Bible, while
9% studied every day; and 42% had no family worship, and 17%
had it reqularly.

The Adventist Youth Survey 2 with 17 questions on

two pages used by Dudley and Kangas again revealed the
significant influence of family variables on the adolescent
religious life. The study showed that in just 1 year, 6%
saw their parents either separated or divorced, and 8% saw

their parents leave the church. These experiences adversely
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affected the spiritual attitudes of the youth. Of those who
saw their parents either separated or divorced, 38% felt
that their relationship with Jesus became weaker than the
previous year, 33% felt weak in their relationship with the
church, 50% did not attend church regqularly, 32% said they
were further apart from their fathers, and 28% said they
were further apart from their mothers. Divorce separated
husbands and wives, parents and children, and members and
church.

In investigating the retention or alienaticn from
the church, 23% of the teenagers expressed that their
relationship with the church grew stronger compared with the
previous year, another 23% expressed the opposite, half of
them remained unchanged, and 4% said they no longer related
to the church. Agreement with church standards was the
strongest predictor of the teenagers' intentions to remain
Adventists in the 1988 study. In this second-year study,
37% agreed with church standards, 9% totally disagreed with
Adventist life-style, and 54% had mixed feelings. Among the
attitudes toward the church and participation in its life,
65% attended church reqularly, and 9% rarely or naver
attended church. Another 6% had been active in outreach or
witnessing activities at lieast once a week during the past
vyear, and 57% had rarely or never been active.

Valuegenesis (Dudley, 1992) was a study conducted by

Search Institute of Minneapolis, Minnesota, under the
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guidance of a Project Affirmaticn Coordinating Committee
assigned by the North American Division of Seventh-day
Adventists. It was the largest and most cocmprehensive study
of Adventist youth in North America on the formation of
faith and values in the context of their most influential
institutions: family, school, and church. This was a
national study of Adventist youth and their parents,
teachers, principals, and pastors with collected information
unprecedented in scope and size. There were 12,142 youth in
grades 6 tc 12, 1,892 parents, 383 teachers, 176 principals,
and 155 pastors who responded to 465 questions. The
majority of the youth participants were enrolled in
Adventist schools; the rest were enrolled in public and
other private schools which included ethnic minority and
self-supporting schools (Benson & Donahue, 1990).

Based on the Valuegenesis research, Dudley reported

both good and bad news. The good news was that the study
indicated that nearly all Adventist teenagers held spiritual
values that were important to them. Fifty percent of the
Adventist young people emphasized the importance of
religious faith, but less than 30% of the mainline
Protestant youth did. Further, 95% of the Adventis:t
teenagers agreed with the statement "I know that God loves
me no matter what I do." They demonstrated a good
understanding of salvation by grace alone.

The longer the students were in Adventist education
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the stronger their support of the school system.

Valuegenesis data showed that 85% agreed that a way must be

found to provide financial aid so any Adventist student
could afford to attend an Adventist school. The study
showed that most Adventist teachers were highly dedicated to
the task of transmitting faith and values. Two thirds
talked with individual students about matters of faith and
values often or very often, and the same proportion talked
in the classroom about their own personal faith often or
very often. The study noted that Adventist youth were lower
than the public schooi group on a number of deviant
behaviors, including alcohol and marijuana usage, cheating
in school, and engaging in sexual intercourse. It also
showed that the more years in Adventist education the higher
was their acceptance of Adventist life-style.

The bad news was that the study revealed a few
fundamental problems in attempting to transmit values:
failure to make religion attractive; restrictive structures;
hypocrisy; and neglect of personal growth and fulfillment.
In the areas of service to others, nearly half of the youth
spent no time whatsoever helping people. Further, this
percentage increased as the youth grew older. Values
regarding service to others decreased and prosocial behavior
declined. The Adventist teenagers scored low on

relationships to people and on translating their
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relaticonship with God into acts of love, mercy, and justice
toward cothers.

Valuegenesis uncovered dilemmas in the area of

church and popular cultural standards. About 42% of the
Adventist youth disagreed with the standard of not wearing
jewelry, 55% disagreed with the standard of not listening to
rock music, 51% disagreed with the standard of refraining
from drinking caffeinated drinks, 58% disagreed with the
standard of refraining from dancing, and 64% disagreed with
the standard of not going to movies in theaters.

Dudley in a concluding chapter said:

For Adventist education and for the entire value

system of the new generation of Adventist youth,
Valuegenesis has revealed a golden age, bright with

promise . . . . But Valuegenesis has also revealed
great perplexities, concerns, and unique challenges.
{pp. 269)

To make a difference in the faith, values, and
commitment of the Adventist youth, Dudley proposed 29
suggestions in the following 12 themes:

1. Foster a personal relationship with God

2. Clarify the Gospel

3. Personalize basic doctrines

4. Make standards relevant

5. Railse social consciousness

6. Build happy Christian homes

7. Educate congregations to be user-friendly
8. Involve youth in the church
9. Promote superior schooilis
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10. Insist on caring schools
11. Support Adventis* teachers
12. Nurture faith, values, and commitment in the
young generation on the three-fold impact of family,

congregation, and school.

Non—-Adventist Studies

Perceptions and attitudes of 40 University of New
Mexico students regarding the university, their church, and
the campus ministry were studied by Rutledge and Haymes in
1981. All the subjects were affiliated with the United
Methodist Church, 83% of which were members; 66% of the
members were involved in church activities. Results showed
that 8% of the subjects were involved in religious
activities. Many students attended church for reasons of
social hakit or out of a need for some kind of group
affiliation. Many saw themselves as being quite religious
and perceived cther students as being less religious than
they. Students who reported a change in their religious
attitudes since beginning college indicated scome change in a
positive direction. They experienced a strengthening of
religious attitudes because of personal experiences, or they
had become more tolerant of others.

A sampie of 214 adoclescents between the ages of 14

)

and 17 in forms three and four, attending 11 secondary
schools in Antiqua and Barbuda, west Indies, were

investigated by Sheppard in 1986. This study investigated
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the relationship between the adolescent religiosity and
perceptions of paternal and maternal support, control,
demands, and punishing behavior, and between religiosity and
three predictor variables of age, sex, and religious
affiliation which included church membership, church worship
attendance one or more times per month, and involvement in
church activities.

The results revealed that religious affiliation was
the best predictor of adolescent religiosity, and mothers
appeared to play a more significant role in the religious
socialization of adolescents than did fathers.

In an attempt to understand children's religious
conceptualizations, Free (1982) studied 157 students to
explore their conceptions of sin. His study showed that the
development of the nature of sin concept was strongly
related to age, moderately related with family devotions and
church attendance, minimally related with cognitive factors,
and negligibly related to the personality variable, locus of
control. He concluded that other factors such as content of
belief and quality of teaching might be related toc the
conceptual development of sin in children and adolescents.

Laurent (1986) investigated 390 high school students
who were attending conferences held by Wesleyan churches in
Indiana, United Methodist churches in Alabama, and American
Baptist churches in Michigan. He modified Dudley's Youth

Perceptual Inventory and used it in his study. His study
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revealed that 51% of the population were alienated from some
aspect of their religion, and that almost 13% might be
considered alienated from religion in general.

Laurent found that items which elicited the most
alienation concerned experiences with the church,
uninteresting sermons, deficient devotional life, and
religious restrictions on life-style. Four of the five
highest correlations dealt with influences of the church.
Among church influences examined, lack of religious
sincerity in pastors, little perscnal interest of pastors,
poor relationships with pastors, authoritarianism in
pastors, and lack of opportunity for church involvement were
all positively correlated with alienation from religion.
The concept of religion as legalism, rather than a
relationship, and expressed unbelief in Christian doctrine
were positively correlated with alienation.

According to Laurent, no home influence variable
ranked higher than 10th in correlating alienation from
religion with the independent variables. Laurent further
pocinted out that a negative self-concept and detrimental
influence regarding religion from both media and peers also
received positive correlations with alieunation from
religion. On the free-response item, 44% expressed
generally positive feelings toward their religion, 17%

expressed generally negative feelings, and 29% expressed
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ambivalent or confused feelings, while 10% chose not to
respond.

Laurent did not include the influence of parochial
schools in his study. He recommended that youth pastors,
parents, counselors, and teachers invest in the task of
building friendships with youth and that they help improve
the quality of the experiences of youth with the churcnh.

Gonzalez (1988) surveyed 92 adolescents between ages
14 and 18 to examine the importance of family support and
strength of religious affiliation con levels of alienation.
He found that there was a significant inverse correlation
between religious affiliation and alienation, and a
significant negative correlation between religious
affiliation and powerlessness. For teenagers who were
members of youth ministry programs, there was a significant
positive correlation between religious affiliation and
social isolation. For those teenagers who were not members
of youth ministry groups, there was a significant inverse
relationship between family support and alienation.

Wheeler (1989) investigated the nature of the
relationship between perceived style of parenting and
religiosity and spiritual well-being among 171 college
students in the Midwest. His study showed the following
results:

1. Authoritative and permissive parenting styles

did not correlate significantly with either religiosity or
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spiritual well-being. The authoritarian parenting style
demonstrated a significant inverse relationship with lowver
extrinsic religiosity for the male and female students and a
significant positive relationship with higher spiritual
well-being and religious well-being for the male students.
Spiritual well-being referred to the overall spirituality;
religious well-being concerned a sense of close relationship
with God.

2. A higher sense of religious well-being and
spiritual well-being tended to be accompanied by higher
levels of intrinsic motivation toward religion for the male
students.

3. The longer the students had been Christians, the
lower they tended to score on the extrinsic dimension of
religiosity (extrinsic motivation toward religion) and the
higher on the intrinsic dimension of spiritual well-being
and religious well-being.

4. The importance of Christian homes in spiritual
development was reinforced. Students whose parents were
Christians tended to score lower on the extrinsic dimension
of religiosity and higher on spiritual and religious well-
being than those whose parents were not Christians.

5. The more a parent was involved in church
activities during the student's preschool, elementary,
junior high, and high school years, the lower the student

tended to score on the extrinsic dimension of religiosity
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and the higher they tended to score on the intrinsic

dimension, as well as spiritual and religious well-being.

Autonomy
Reeley (1976) investigated 220 Illinois State

University freshmen sociology students, and 177 mothers and
168 fathers of the participating students, to compare the
religious beliefs and values of youth and their parents with
reference to a so-called generation gap. Participating
students represented five major religious denominaticons or
were identified as having no religious affiliaticn at all.

Keeley found that on some religious issues there
were intergenerational discontinuities between youth and
their parents. On some issues, there were significant
differences with only one parent; on others, there was
consensus between youth and both parents. Keeley said that
the students were more oriented toward spontaneity, change,
and newness while their parents were more oriented toward
tradition, conformity, or structure. Keeley also pointed
out that the students had greater feelings of alienation and
more widespread disenchantment with the church.

Burkett (1977) studied 837 white high school seniors
in the Pacific Northwest to analyze the relationship between
their use of alcohol and marijuana and their own and
parents' religiosity. Results confirmed that there was
negative correlation between students' church attendance and

the use of those substances. Students who participated in
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religious activities were more than twice as likely as the
non-participants to believe the use of drugs was immoral,
regardless of their parents' religiosity. This indicated
that parental influence was not strong. For the unchurched
students, the relationship between their parents' attendance
and their use of drugs was strongly positive, supporting the
hypothesis that the use of drugs was associated with a
pattern of withdrawal and alienaticn from parental and
religious influences.

Rogers (1978) pointed out that emancipation is a
crucial test for both parent and adolescent, and the success
of the emancipation process depends upon the attitudes of
the parent.

According to Dudley (1983), when adolescents rebel,
rejecting their parents' religious values, it 1s not so much
a rejection of the values in themselves as much as the fact
that they are the parents' values. When they grow up, they
want to choose thelr own values.

Bachman, O'Malley and Johnston (1978) interviewed 72
adolescents to elicit their self-descriptions of their
decision-making process which captured changes in their
thinking and self-perception as decision makers. The
analysis of the data revealed patterns of the decision-
making process associated with domain (family and friends),
mode (real-event and hypothetical), and grade (8th, 10th,

and 12th). The interview reports revealed the following
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decision-making process patterns in this group of teenagers:

1. Thinking primarily though not exclusively of
oneself

2. Consulting parents and friends

3. Rating oneself highly in decision making.

The domain differences indicated that the teenagers
were able to adopt the processes to the context. The
development differences reflected a sense of increasing
autonomy. Younger students tended to talk to parents, and
older ones tended to decide alone.

In exploring parental practices associated with
children's moral-reasoning development and examining
psychological characteristics of adolescents and adults who
displayed the highest levels of moral reasoning, Dunton
(1988) conducted a longitudinal study to gather data on
parent and child beliefs and behaviors. Data were obtained
when the children were between the ages of 3 and 4; 9 and
10; and 14 and 15.

The survey revealed that parental responsiveness,
psychological differentiation, and demandingness were
positively related to children's higher level of moral
reasoning, and restrictive parenting was associated with
lower levels. It also indicated that high-scoring children
and parents displayed high levels of autonomy and ego

strength.
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Autocratic and Rigid Autherity

Burke (1978) said that authoritarian religion
prolonged adolescent dependency while it insisted on
external motives or controls that emphasized ascent to
certair beliefs. In contrast, mature forms of religion were
humanistic which emphasized internal motivation and had
fewer codes of behavior. The mature forms of religion
expedited new freedoms, autonomy, and creativity.

Hurlock (1980) pointed out that a major goal of
parents should be a self-governed, inner-directed individual
moral decision-making--prompted by personally owned
religious commitments. She also pointed out that punishing
juvenile delinquents would fail to deter misbehavior but
would further instigate it.

Schab (1982) surveyed 751 Black and White eighth-
grade students in Georgia and summarized their perceptions,
attitudes, and beliefs regarding home and religion. Results
of the study indicated that most of the early adolescents
got along well with their parents and considered their home
atmosphere "very good," and most students had positive
attitudes toward religion.

Whyte (1984) compared control and supervision
exercised by Catholic and Protestant parents in Belfast,
Northern Ireland, and Inner London parents of unknown
religion, with 284 twelve-year-old children, as manifested

in three areas of daily living: control of TV viewing,
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independence in decisions about the execution of personal
chores, and attendance at religious services on Sundays.

Whyte found that the Catholic Belfast bovs had more
control and supervision and less independence than the
Protestant Belfast boys and Inner London boys. There were
significant differences between the girls only with regard
to church attendance: the Protestant Belfast girls indicated
that this was of more salience for them, though the Catholic
Belfast group was not far behind. Further, the Protestant
Belfast adolescents were generally more independent and
received less control and supervision than either of the two
groups.

Relationship Between Religion
and Rigidity

Hassan and Khalique (1987) studied 200 Hindu and 200
Muslim (male and female) 10th~ and llth-grades students and
their 800 parents (400 pairs) who were selected on a
stratified random basis in terms of religion and gender.
Analysis of their study revealed that parents had an impact
on their children's prejudices. The highest degree of
religious prejudice was shown by children having prejudiced
parents and being brought up under restrictive and
authoritarian parental discipline. The least prejudiced
children were those who had unprejudiced parents and were
brought up under relaxed parental control. No differential

impact of father's and mother's prejudices was observed on
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their male offspring, but female children were influenced by

their mothers' prejudices.

Gap Between Adult Religious
Profession and Practice

Chambers (1986) studied the effect of parental
church attendance and parental home-centered religious
activity on the religiosity of second generation adult
offspring. The results of his study indicated a significant
effect of parental religious socialization on the second
generation's likelihood of attending religious classes,
selecting a religiously active spouse, and level of
religiosity.

Adolescence is a time when formal abstract thought
develops, enabling individuals to investigate higher stages
of morality. Adolescents' understanding of religion and
their commitment to it seem to differ sharply from those of
children. It has been proposed that adolescents are likely
to change, expand, or abandon their religious beliefs
because of parental or peer pressure, cognitive development,
or existential anxiety.

A study (Ozorak, 1986) surveyed 390 adolescents and
found that parents' religiosity was positively related to
all aspects of adolescent religiosity, but there was little
evidence of peer influence on religiosity. Results

suggested that adolescents who were close to their parents
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were likely to adhere to the parents' belief system, even in
the face of personal doubts.

In the following year, Ozorak (1987) conducted in-
depth interviews with 32 of the 390 subjects of the previous
study to explore the content of their beliefs, how they had
come to hold them, and what aspects of religious commitment
seemed to yield the most personal reward. The results of
this follow-up study revealed that parents exerted more
influence on religiosity than did peers because parents
appeared to care more, and they reinforced religious
participation that was similar to their own. Religious
beliefs seemed to be rewarding when they were informed and
consistent. Furthermore, emotional rewards for religiosity
were more persuasive and powerful for adolescents than the
rewards related directly to the religious beliefs
themselves.

Anant (1976} studied 8 male and 18 female college
students and their 52 parents in relation to the Allport-
Vernon-Lindzey study of values. Anant compared the
aesthetic values between the adolescents and their parents.
The results revealed that the students were significantly
higher in aesthetic values than their parents. The two
groups did not differ in economic, political, social, or
religious values, and none of the other comparisons between
the student and parent subgroups was significant. The

results appeared to support the importance of parental
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identification over peer influence.

Al-Thumali (1984) studied 450 students, 108
teachers, and nine principals in the nine high schools from
three cities of the Western Province of Saudi Arabia
(Makkah, Jeddah, and Taif). Al-Thumali investigated the
influence of parents, peers, teachers, principals, and
counselors on high school students' post-secondary
educaticnal plans and choice of academic majors. Results of
Al-thumali's study showed that parents had the most
influence on students' college plans and choice of academic
majors as compared with peers, teachers, principals, and
counselors. The influence of peers ranked second, followed
by teachers, principals, and counselors. Further, the
influence of fathers on students' college plans was not
related to father's level of education, while the influence
of mothers was directly related to their level of education.
The influence of both fathers and mothers on students'
choice of majors was positively associated with parent's
level of education. Al-Thumali also found that students'
ages did not affect students' percepticn of parents!
influence on college plans and choice of academic major.

In addition to the research indicating a correlation
between adult positive religious experiences and teenagers'
religiosity, some studies have showed the negative effects
that the discrepancy in adult religious profession and

practice had in adolescents' attitude toward religion.

Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.



48
Keeley (1983) measured the following dimensions of
religiosity among Christian and non-~Christian high school
students: creedal assent, devotional life, church
attendance, financial support, orientation to growth and
striving, behavior, and cognition. He found that students
who perceived their parents as more religious were
significantly more religious than students who saw their
parents as less religious.

Cohen {1990) looked at the interactional effects of
home and school on the child by examining children in Jewish
day schools whose home lives were less observant of Jewish
values and practices than the ideological stance of the
school they attended. Those children received two dissonant
messages, one in school and one in the home, as to what
behavior and attitudes were valued.

The children who attended a Jewish day school and
then went home to a family that was less observant of Jewish
values and practices were caught between the two systems.
There were five categories of response that emerged from the
study:

1. Some aligned with the home and sought
opportunities to prove the school wrong

2. Some were indifferent to the Judaic content of
the curriculum

3. Some children were upset by the dissonance but

remained passive
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4. Some children were moved by the Judaica they
learned in the school and tried to change their homes to
lessen the inconsistency
5. Some children came to an integrative acceptance

of the situation.

Self-~esteem

Eilison (1979), a professor of psychology at Simpson
College, saw that among all the problems facing teenagers
loneliness is one of the most prominent. He conducted his
research among 15- to 19-year-olds and found two apparent
causes of loneliness: adolescents feel a lack of belonging
or fitting in, and they think that they are misunderstood.
He pointed out that adolescents seem particularly
susceptible to feeling isolated from themselves, parents,
peers, and God. Lack of belonging or of being understood in
any of these key relationships will produce loneliness.

Dudley (1981) pointed out that the struggle for
self-esteem is a major factor in the psychological
development of the adolescent. He maintained that the
number one problem for the contemporary adoles<ent might be
lack of self-worth. Shelton (1983) suggested that the
questioning of God's existence, overly negative thinking,
and alienaticn from the faith community are often natural
and predictable adolescent patterns.

McMurphy (1988) studied 125 students to investigate

the relation of religious attributions and demographic
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variables to identify development among them. Of the
students, 115 claimed to be converted. This study also
examined the correlates of conversion type, sudden or
gradual, to determine meaningful distinctions. Marcia's
(1966) four states of identities such as diffused (no
commitment), moratorium (in crisis), foreclosed (commitment
without crisis), and achieved (crisis leading to commitment)
were determined from ideological and vocational gquestions.
The question about ideological commitment was "Have you ever
had any doubts about your religious beliefs?" and the
question about vocational commitment was "How willing do you
think you'd be to give up going into if something
better came along?"

Results of the investigation showed that internal
centrol was positively related to achieved students, and
there was a tendency for high self-esteem scores to
characterize this group. The converted students were
characterized by high self-esteem and a strong sense of
God's control but were predominantly moratorium in identity
development. The students' pre-conversion religious
instruction was frequent and enduring in time.

Thc difference between the sudden and gradual groups
depended on the temporal factors and extensiveness of
religious training they had before conversion. But the
similarity between them was that they had positive emotions

associated with conversion, and both groups were motivated
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toward conversion by factors such as finding meaning,
purpose, and a sense of direction fer their lives. With
regard to psychclogical aspects of conversion-type
differences, all of the significant changes in life were
perceived as greater by the sudden converts. McMurphy
concluded that identity was very important, and religion was
an organizing force in the adolescent's life.

Different theorists have suggested that an
individual's view of God might be related to one's view of
one's father, one's mother, or self. A study (Buri &
Mueller, 1987) was conducted to examine the relationship of
college students' conception of the wrath/kindness of God to
their conceptions of their father's and mother's
permissiveness, authoritarianism, and authoritativeness, and
to their own selif-esteem. The results revealed that
students with high seif-esteem were more easily able to
conceptualize God as a loving, patient, and forgiving

authority figure than those with low self-esteem.

Influence of Peers

A good deal of research has been done on the
influence of peer pressure in the adolescent's life-style.
Using 254 mother-father-youth triads gathered from Catholic,
Baptist, and Methodist churches, Hoge (1982) looked at
patterns of parent-child value transmission. The study
showed that membership in one denomination or another

predicted children's values more than did their parents'
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value, and it indicated that value socialization took place
in cultural subgroups more than in nuclear families.

Adams (1987) examined the nature of peer influence
on moral decision-making among undergraduate friendship
groups. He pointed out that of the factors influencing the
development of the 18- to 2l-year-old traditional college
students, once in college, the peer group was the most
powerful. The student peer group provided a forum for
sharing concerns, fears, and resentments--all feelings
common during late adolescence. As undergraduates struggled
with developmental tasks, the issues of conformity and peer
influence affected the choices the students made.

In the context of the comparison process of
reference groups, Das (1988) explored the phenomenon of
classroom peer groups in an academic setting. Das
investigated 821 tenth-grade students from 20 secondary
schools in and around Guwahati, Assam. He tried to
apprehend the possibility of a distinct student culture,
especially during the period of adolescence. Peer influence
and educational aspirations of the secondary school students
in their final year were measured, and a prediction analysis
made regarding their impact on academic achievement. Das's
study showed the following results closely related to peer
influence.

Rural school peer groups were more homogeneous in

nature with stronger peer influence. The strongest peer
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influence was observed among students of bcys' schools in
comparison to girls' and coeducational schools. No
significant difference was found on peer influence due to
intelligence and socioeconomic status.

Intelligence (40%) was considered to be the most
powerful predictor of academic achievement followed by
educational espiration (9%) and socioeconomic status (8%).
The variance accountable due to peer influence is negligible
in nature.

As the students' culture appeared not to be a
challenge, Das suggested marshalling the influence of
classroom peer groups toward productive ends.

Huffman (1988) used a sample of students enrolled in
a fundamental Bible college and students enrolled in a
liberal arts college. He investigated the relationship
between religiosity, alienation, philosophy of human nature,
socioceconomic status, and religious socialization. The
results indicated that religious socialization is positively
related to religiosity, religiosity is inversely related to
alienation, and religiosity is inversely related to the
belief in goodness as a philosophy of human nature and
positively related to cynicism as a philcsophy of human
nature.

Croke (1989) conducted a study in which children's
explanations of school performance were examined. Seventy-

two students (24 each from the second, fourth, and eighth
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grades) who lived in a working-class, multiracial
neighborhood in the San Francisco Bay area were interviewed.
The students were asked about the possible causes of four
learning patterns such as on-going, stable, good school
performance; on-going, chronic, poor school performance;
gradual or sudden improvement in school performance; gradual
or sudden decline in school performance.

The results showed that despite the high level of
agreement among all subjects on certain causes, scme group
differences were found. The most common was the finding
that the older children frequently explained behavior by
referring to internal factors, such as feelings, attitudes,
and capacity for learning. The younger children referred to
external factors, such as classroom conduct. In addition,
older students referred to "peer pressure," whereas the

younger children did not.

Influence of Media

Fredericks (1981) pointed out that the three main
sources of adult influence--the church, the home, and the
school--that have shaped the socialization process of
adolescents for centuries have been eclipsed by the single
greatest molding influence of television. According to
Brown (1990), the lack of access to parents by the
adolescents increased their use of television and radio.

On a study of the relationship between adolescent

television viewing versus listening to youth music and

Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.



55
participation in adult-structured segments of daily life,
Larson and Kubey (1983) found that music was more successful
in engaging youth in its world. Crandall (1984)
investigated the relationship between adolescents!
preference for rock music and their attitude toward
education, church, and family. She found no significant
relationships between the amount of time adolescents
listened to rock music and their grade level, their
relationship with their parents, and their attitude toward
traditional Judeo-Christian ethical standards. It was
concluded that the influence of rock music is now rather
universal in the adolescent population. Addiction to rock
music is no longer restricted to the anti-religious and the
rebellious.

In his opinion paper on the effect of television on
children, Tregoning (1986) explored findings which suggested
that parents who mediate their children's television viewing
had a positive influence on their children. He concluded
that what a child did with television and what television
did to a child were reciprocal and interdependent processes.

Frost (1986) also pointed out that television is
robbing children of their childhood. It is destroying their
developing symbol processes and inhibiting their creativity
and play. It has a remarkable influence over their
behavior. Television has not only a largely negative impact

on children, it has impact on their purposes and their
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cognitive and perceptual development.

Van Den Berghe (1981) studied 517 sixth-grade
students in the metropolitan Detroit area to determine the
degree to which the students' perception of reality is
affected by television. Research showed that the more
children watched television the more they considered it to
be realistic. Parental control did have some effect on
children's perception of television reality.

Need for Adolescent Religious
Activities

Gallup (1979) discovered that the most popular
activities among church-going adolescents were Bible study
groups and youth retreats. The Princeton Religion Research
Center (1979) reported that 46% of the boys and 57% of the
girls in their study liked the idea of religious retreats.

Lambert (1980) designed a project that involved high
school youth, ycung adults, and adults in learning through
study, discussion, and planning. The results revealed that
there was group growth in learning which was enhanced by
individual participation in the learning process. The group
developed a sense of sharing in common what was learned by
research, study, and visitation. The communion service that
they planned and suggested gave them a sense of ownership.
Participating in the leadership of the communion service
which they had planned gave them also a sense cof

responsibility for the church family's most formal and
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meaningful worship and communion.

Friesen (1981) evaluated the Adventist Pathfinder
Club for its recreational value and the social interest of
adolescents in Michigan. The survey results revealed that
15 of its activities, which included camping and hiking,
patriotic ceremonies, marching and drill, awards ceremonies,
nature and conservation, earned awards, and personal awards,
were considered important.

Naden (1989) pointed out that the Holy Spirit equips
each person with a special gift for ministry. Adolescents
can discover and use their spiritual gifts in working for
God. In turn they can find identity in the Lord, feel
competent, and become happy and contented Christians.

Spader (1984) observed that about 80% of the
adolescents that he worked with had many activities but only
at growth level--Sunday school, Bible studies, retreats,
socials, quiz teams, choirs--a lot of things for growing
Christians. This would make the group remain stagnant.
Spader suggested that they needed to design aggressive
evangelistic activities to reach new students.

A Gallup survey was conducted (Hodgkinson &
Weitzman, 1990) on the volunteering and giving behavior of
teenagers. Interviews were conducted with 301 teenagers
from 14 to 17 years of age. Results indicated that 58% of
teenagers volunteered an average of 3.9 hours per week, and

about 29% of all voluntary assignments were performed as
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extra-curricular activities at school. It was found that
the most frequently cited reasons teenagers gave for why
they started to volunteer were that they thought they wanted
to do something useful, and they thought they would enjoy

the work.

Summary of Chapter 2

Many sources concerning religious attitudes of young
people have been reviewed. These studies have substantiated
the theories behind Dudley's 1977 and Kangas' 1988 research
among Adventist teenagers and Laurent's 1986 study among
other church-related youth in North America. Whereas not
all other studies are in complete agreement, an effort is
made to synthesize the major themes that appear in the
literature reviewed.

A wide range of religious attitudes and experiences
has been found among Adventist youth. One study shows that
the number of years youth attend Adventist schools does not
appear to be a strong factor relative to acceptance of
church beliefs and conformity to church standards, whereas
ancther shows that there is a cumulative effect of the
number of years of Adventist schooling on the likelihood of
vouth remaining in the church. It was obcerved that when
home, school, and church espouse the same spiritual values,
the youth are less prone to be alienated from religion.

While the home is the most important religious

influence, the church and parcchial education tend to
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contribute to positive religious attitudes when the home
does not. Among church-related young people, religious
involvement and personal experiences seem to determine
religiosity.

Extensive research has found that nearly all
Adventist teenagers hold spiritual values that are important
to them; however, the attempt to transmit values and to ease
the tension between church and popular cultural standards
remains a difficulty.

On some religious issues there are intergenerational
discontinuities between youth and their parents and other
adults. Achieving autonomy is essential in the adolescent-
identity formation. It is not unusual that youth have
feelings of alienation from parents and disenchantment with
the church because they want to choose their own values.

Many studies show that authoritarian adults prolong
adolescent dependency. Such relationships encourage
extrinsic religious experiences. 1In contrast, relationships
that encourage internal motivation ana are based on fewer
codes of behavior lead to new freedom, autonomy,
flexibility, and creativity. Acceptance at school and
family harmony at home have been associated with positive
moral development.

There are close interactional effects of adults on
children. Studies indicate the negative effects that the

discrepancy in adult religious profession and practice have
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on adolescents' attitudes toward religion.

Much research also supports the concept that
adolescent religious alienation is closely related to the
struggle for self-esteem. Youth with high self-esteem are
more easily able to conceptualize God as a loving, patient,
and forgiving authority figure, and Christianity becomes an
organizing force in their lives.

As adolescents struggle with developmental tasks,
the issues of conformity and peer influence affect the
choices that young people make. Religious socialization
among peer groups positively relates to religiosity.

The three main sources of adult influence--the
church, the home, and the school--that have shaped the
socialization process of adolescents have been eclipsed by
the influence of television. The content of most television
programming opposes a Christian world view and negatively
influences the youth regarding their religion.

The purposes of the church are to edify its members
and to spread the Gospel to non-Christians. Young people
are part of the church. Thus they need to be involved in
designing interesting and meaningful services and vigorous
evangelistic activities, and in serving and participating in
the programs, so that they can become integrated into their

churches and reach new young people.
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CHAPTER III

METHODOLOGY

Type of Research

The purpose of this study was to investigate the
religious attitudes of and the problems as perceived by the
Seventh-day Adventist students and alumni of the Seventh-day
Adventist mission schools in Hong Kong regarding alienation
from religion. This was an ex post facto study. It was
descriptive in nature, and a correlational research design

was employed.

Population and Sample

The four mission schools, which constituted the
major population, are situated in the four areas that
represent the four categories of the study. Hong Kong Sam
Yuk Secondary School is located on Hong Kong Island; Kowloon
Sam Yuk Middle School is situated in the southern part of
the peninsula with several cities and towns around it; Tai
Po Sam Yuk is in a suburban area adjacent to which new
cities are being built; and Clear Water Bay Sam Yuk Middle
School is situated on a mountain overlooking a bay that
stretches toward the South China Sea. The fi-st three are
day schools, and the last school has boarding facilities.

61
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The population for this study consisted of the Adventist
alumni who have attended, and the Adventist students who
were attending, the Adventist mission schools in Hong Kong

while this study was taking place.

Sampling Procedures

The number for the sample was established by
performing a power analysis. Power is defined as the
probability of gaining a significant result if the null
hypothesis of no correlation in the population is indeed
false. Power is a function cf (1) the significance
criterion, (2) the sample size, and (3) the population-
effect size.

The significance criterion for this study was set at
the 0.05 level. The population-effect size in a
correlational study is the coefficient of correlation. This
was set at 0.20, which means that there was no interest in
any significant correlations smaller than *0.20 since they
would account for less than 4% of the variance and have no
practical value. Desired power for this study was 0.95 for
a $5% probability of finding statistical significance if a
correlation in the population was greater than +0.20.

According to the standard formula for a Pearson r
power analysis (Welkowitz, Ewen, & Cohen, 1982), the sample
size that will provide for a power of 0.95, a two-tailed
significance criterion of 0.05, and a population effect size

of 0.20, is 325 subjects. Therefore, the number 325 was set
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as a minimum number. With this, a sample of at least 165
current baptized Adventist students and 165 baptized
Adventist alumni of the four mission schools was required in
this study. In other words, a minimum of 330 Adventist
adolescents constituted the sample. Though the miminum
number was set, as many of the Adventist adolescents as
could be located were invited to participate. No stratified

random method was used to select subjects.

Research Instrument

Dudley consulted several published scales (Robinson
& Shaver, 1969; Shaw & Wright, 1967) and developed The Youth

Perceptual Inventory (Y.P.I.), an instrument designed in

1976 to evaluate students' alienation from religion. His
instrument included the school-influence variables that
Laurent did not have. Laurent in 1986 incorporated a

portion of the Tennessee Self-Concept Scale (Fitts, 1965) in

the Y.P.I. and used it with modification. His instrument
included the variables of peer influence, media influence,
and self-esteem that Dudley did not use. To explain enough
of the variance involved, the two forms of Y.P.I. were
combined and used in the present study. Some of the items
were reworded to be more suitable for Chinese adolescents in
Hong Kong.

Because Dudley's and Laurent's research were done
among American students, several of the items used had to be

rewovded. The title of the inventory, "Youth Perceptual
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Inventory," was retained. This instrument consisted of one
major scale to measure the dependent variable, alienation
from religion, and 23 minor scales to measure the
predictors.

The inventory utilized Likert-type attitude scales
of five options from strongly agree to strongly disagree.
Each subject was presented with a list of items that
correspond to the various scales and was asked to respond to
each item with one of the five choices. Students recorded
their responses on an OpScan answer sheet which provided
spaces for five choices per item. Each item was scored from
1 to 5. The respondents' scores for a particular scale were
the sum of the scores they received for each item.
Approximately half of the items were stated in positive
form, while the other half were written in negative form.
Reverse scoring was used for the negative-form items.

Dudley's inventory consisted of 16 scales with 154
items plus 6 items of demographic information. Laurent's
inventory has 18 scales with 162 items and 5 items of
demographic information. This inventory consists of 24
scales with 137 items. These items were assigned to the
appropriate scales. The dependent variable has been
apportioned to scale A--Alienation from Religion. Twenty-
three other scales measured the effect of the independent
variables or predictors:

1. Scale B--Perception of Autonomy
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2. Scale C--Perception of Family Harmony

3. Scale D--Perception of Authoritarianism in
Parents

4. Scale E--Perception of Authoritarianism in
School Teachers and Officials

5. Scale F--Perception of Authoritarianism in
Church Pastors

6. Scale G--Perception of Parental Discipline

7. Scale H--Perception of School Discipline

8. Scale I--Relationship with Parents

9. Scale J--Relationship with Teachers

10. Scale K--Relationship with Pastor

11. Scale L--Perception of Personal Interest of
School Teachers

12. Scale M--Perception of Personal Interest of
Church Pastors

13. Scale N--Perception of Parents' Compliance with
Church Standards

14. Scale O--Perception of School Teachers'
Compliance with Church Standards

15. Scale P--Perception of Religious Sincerity of
Parents

16. Scale Q--Perception of Religious Sincerity of
School Teachers

17. Scale R--Perception of Religious Sincerity of

Church Pastors

Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.



66

18. Scale S--Self Esteem

19. Scale T--Perception of Peer Influence

20. Scale U--Perception of Media Influence

2l1. Scale V--Perception of Church Involvement

22. Scale W-—-Concept of Religion--Legalism versus
Relationship

23. Scale X--Belief in Adventist Doctrines.

In addition to the items to be contained in the 23
scales, 14 more spaces on the OpScan sheet were used to
collect the following demographic information:

1. Gender of student

2. Stream or section of study

3. Year of school when they left Adventist school

4. Length of time in Adventist school
5. Place of stay while in Adventist school
6. Length of stay in Adventist school dormitory
7. Grade level when baptized
8. Length of time of church membership
9. Frequency of attending Sabbath School class
10. Frequency of attending divine service
11. Frequency of attending Adventist youth meeting
12. Parents' marital status
13. Parents' church membership status
14. Length of time parents have been Adventists.
The single qualitative question in both Dudley's and

Laurent's Y.P.I. was also used, and two additional
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qualitative questions were added. Each subject was
instructed to use a separate blank sheet of paper to
complete the first sentence, "The feelings I have when I
think of my religion are ." If the subject was
still attending Adventist church, he/she was asked to
complete the second sentence, "I still attend Adventist
church because -" If the subject no longer attended
the Adventist church, he/she was asked to complete the third

sentence, "I no longer attend Adventist church because

Content Validity

Since the research was conducted among secondary
school students and alumni whose mother tongue is Chinese,
the research instrument was translated into Chinese and
examined for language validity by selected jurors. It was
then used in a pilot study and submitted to item analysis to
determine reliability. Jurors who well understood both the
Chinese and English languages and the Adventist youth
culture were selected to determine if all items were
measuring the attitude of the scale to which they were
assigned. The panel of judges included two counselors, one
youth pastor, two church pastors, and two Bible instructors.
They were also invited to give suggestions concerning the

wording of the items, deleting items, and additional items.
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Pilot Study

A pilot study of the inventory in the Chinese
language was administered to a group of 15 Andrews
University Adventist Chinese students who have studied at
Adventist secondary schools in Hong Kong and Taiwan for at
least 1 year. The results were analyzed by a computer item-
analysis program to determine if the instructions and
questions in Chinese were clearly understood. The program
determined internal consistency by yielding a reliability
coefficient alpha for each of the scales and supplied a
point multiserial coefficient between each item and the
scale which it represents. Table 1 shows the reliability
coefficients obtained in the pilot study.

A page of detailed instructions was prepared to help
the subjects in filling out the inventory. After final
editing, the Chinese Y.P.I. was typed and photocopied to
obtain sufficient quantities for the data collection (see

Appendix C).

Procedures for Collecting Data

On January 1992, international phone calls were made
to the president of Hong Kong-Macao Conference, who was at
the same time the educational secretary, to explain the plan
of the research and to request permission to administer the
Y.P.I. in the four mission schools within the conference.
The president provided some useful suggestions and premised

to support the research.
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TABLE 1

RELIABILITY COEFFICIENTS OBTAINED IN PILOT STUDY

# Reliability
of Coefficient

Scale Items Alpha
A--Alienation from Religion . . . . . 20 0.90
B-—-Autonomy . . 5 0.82
C--Family Harmony .. 5 0.69
D——Authorltarlanlsm in Parentq . 5 0.60
E--Authoritarianism in School Offlc1als s 0.65
F--Authoritarianism in Church Pastors 3 0.68
G-—-Parental Discipline 5 0.45
H--School Discipline . . . . . 5 0.24
I--Relationship with Parents 5 0.58
J--Relationship with Teachers 5 0.85
K--Relationship with the Pastor 5 0.52
L-—-Personal Interest of School Teachers 4 0.63
M--Personal Interest of Church Pastors 4 0.50
N--Parents and Church Standards . . . 5 0.93
O--School Teachers and Church Standards 3 0.57
P--Religious Sincerity of Parents 5 0.88
Q--Religious Sincerity of Teachers 5 0.77
R--Religious Sincerity of Church Pastorc 5 0.77
S—--Self Esteem . 5 0.68
T--Peer Influence 5 0.79
U--Media Influence . 5 0.68
V--Church Involvement 3 0.71
W-—-Concept of Religion . . . . . 5 0.71
X--Belief in Adventist Doctrines 11 0.89
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Several international phone calls were then made to
the principals of each of the mission schools in Hong Kong
to explain the research and request permission to administer
the Y.P.I. to students in their mission schools. Their
responses toward the research were positive and very
encouraging.

Further discussion over the phones included the
schools providing the name lists of the current Adventist
students and of the alumni of the past 5 years with complete
addresses and telephone numbers.

The assignment of one faculty member from each
school as a liaison person was discussed. This liaison
person was to be responsible for receiving the inventories
from the researcher, distributing them to the Adventist
students at school, collecting them from the students, and
mailing them back to the researcher. He/she was also
responsible for mailing the inventories to the Adventist
alumni, collecting them from the alumni, and mailing them
back to the researcher.

Formal letters with details were then sent to all
principals through facsimile on May 14, 1992, together with
a designaticn form on which each of the principals could
indicate the chosen faculty or staff liaison person and
request an abstract of the findings when the research was
completed. Each of the principals and the pastors of the

local churches which are associated with the mission schools
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were promised in the letters that in analyzing the data
neither students, nor schools, nor churches would be
identified. Meanwhile copies of a cover letter from Dr.
Roger Dudley, Director of the Institute of Church Ministry
at Andrews University, stating support for this research
were mailed to them.

On the next day, one principal returned the
designation form through facsimile indicating the school
chaplain as the liaison person. The Youth Perceptual
Inventories, OpScan sheets, full instructions for the
liaison person, and follow-up letters were immediately sent
by Federal Express to the designated school chaplain, who
was asked to collect and return the OpScan sheets as soon as
possible. Finance was provided for him to furnish each of
the alumni with a return-mail envelope addressed to the
liaison person. Finance was also provided for stamps for
reminder letters to those participants who needed to be
prompted to return the surveys.

On May 25, reminders were faxed to the other three
schools, and phoune calls were made to them on May 29 when
ali three names of the liaison persons were secured. It
happened that all the liaison persons were the school
chaplains. They were contacted through long-distance calls
on the following days to explain the research and procedure
of administering the survey to gather data. The Youth

Perceptual Inventories, OpScan sheets, the follow—up letters
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for the participants, and full instructions for the three
liaison persons were then sent by express mail to the
designated liaison persons.

A week later, two chaplains had expressed that they
were experiencing busy schedules. Realizing that the
students soon would be having their final examinations and
school would ke over for the summer vacation, the wife of
the researcher, who knew very well the procedure of the
research, returned to Hong Kong on June 10 to help
administer the inventory.

While the researcher's wife was helping to
administer the inventories to the alumni, it was found that
the records of the alumni were not up-to-date. Due to the
resettlement plan of the Hong Kong government, new satellite
cities were being built, many people had resettled, and many
addresses had changed. Since the information was not up-to-
date, the researcher's wife spent long hours on the
telephone to locate the whereabouts of the alumni. Many of
their new addresses and phone numbers were obtained through
their friends or former classmates. To accompiish this
tedious and many times frustrating task, the Conference was
kind enough to provide her a place and a phone to facilitate
her in locating the Adventist alumni, distributing the
inventories tc the alumni, and collecting the inventories
from them. At the end of her 3-week stay in Hong Kong on

June 30, surveys from 155 current students and 147 alumni
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had been gathered. There were 10 surveys from the current
students in one school that were not ready at the time of
her departure, but the chaplain of that school promised to
send them as soon as they were ready. At that time there
was no idea how many more questionnaires from the alumni
would be received. The Conference had designated a liaison
person in the Conference office to gather the returned mail
from the alumni and send it on to the researcher. On July
20, 52 more surveys from the alumni were received, but no
further news was heard from the 10 current students. After
another phone call to the school chaplain, the final batch
of surveys were received on July 27. As a result, 165
responses from the current students and 199 from the alumni
were received. The return rate for current students was
100%. Although it was not possible to locate about 30% of
the alumni due to wrong addresses and phone numbers,
inventories were sent to those who could be contacted. The
return rate for alumni was also 100%. Thus, a total of 365
questionnaires were gathered from the Adventist adolescents
in Hong Kong. Table 2 shows a summary of the composition of

the sample by schools.

Statistical Analysis

The major statistical methcd for examining the data
was multiple reqgression analysis. First an intercorrelation
matrix was set up to allow for the examination of the

Pearson product-moment coefficients of correlation between
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TABLE 2

COMPOSITION OF SAMPLE BY SCHOOLS

Adventist Current
Current Alumni Adventist

Enroll- in Past Students Alumni Total
School ment 5 Years Response Response Response
HKSY 680 40 71 39 107
KSY 600 121 62 74 135
SYMS 180 62 22 61 83
TPSY 1017 62 10 25 35
Total 2477 285 165 199 364
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all pairs of variables in the study. This procedure had two
functions. It made clear all correlations between the
dependent and independent variables, and it also revealed
any intercorrelations among the predictors.

Then through the multiple regression analysis, a
multiple correlation coefficient was calculated to indicate
how well the predictors taken together correlated with the
dependent variable. A standardized regression coefficient
was computed for each predictor to indicate how much it
contributed to the multiple correlation--independent of its
fellow predictors. In order to identify the specific
contribution of each variable, forward and backward
stepwise-regression techniques were utilized. These made
possible the addition of the predictors into the equations
one by cne, computation of the regression coefficients, and
prediction of the variance at each step. The hypotheses,
stated in null form, are given here:

Hypothesis 1. Negative attitudes toward religion

are not correlated with adolescents' percepticns that they
are not achieving autonomy.

dypothesis 2. Negative attitudes toward religion

are not correlated with adolescents' perceptions of
intrafamily disharmony in their parental homes.

Hypothesis 3. Negative attitudes toward religion

are not correlated with adolescents' perceptions of

authoritarianism in their parents.
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Hypothesis 4. Negative attitudes toward religion

are not correlated with adolescents' perceptions of
authoritarianism in their school administrators and
teachers.

Hypothesis 5. Negative attitudes toward religicn

are not correlated with adolescents' perceptions of
authoritarianism in their church pastors.

Hypothesis 6. Negative attitudes toward religion

are not correlated with adolescents' perceptions of the
severity and harshness of the discipline used by their
parents.

Hypothesis 7. Negative attitudes toward religion

are not correlated with adolescents' perceptions of the
severity and harshness of the discipline used by their
school administrators and teachers.

Hypothesis 8. Negative attitudes toward religion

are not correlated with adolescents' perceptions of poor
interpersonal relationships, including the feeling of
unacceptance and the inability to discuss personal concerns,
with their parents.

Hypothesis 9. Negative attitudes toward religion

are not correlated with adolescents' perceptions of poor
interpersonal relationships, including the feeling of
unacceptance and the inability to discuss personal concerns,
with their teachers.

Hypothesis 10. Negative attitudes toward religion
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are not correlated with adolescents' perceptions of poor
interpersonal relationships, including the feeling of
unacceptance and the inability to discuss personal concerns,
with their church pastors.

Hypothesis 11. Negative attitudes toward religion

are not correlated with adolescents' perceptions of the
degree to which their Christian teachers at schools do not
personally care about them.

Hypothesis 12. Negative attitudes toward religion

are not correlated with adolescents' perceptions of the
degree to which their church pastors do not personally care
about them.

Hypothesis 13. Negative attitudes toward religion

are not correlated with adolescents' perceptions of the
degree to which their parents do not live up to the life-
style standards of the Adventist Church.

Hypothesis 14. Negative attitudes toward religion

are not correlated with adclescents' perceptions of the
degree to which their teachers do not live up to the life-
style standards of the Adventist Church.

Hypothesis 15. Negative attitudes toward religion

are not correlated with adolescents' perceptions of the
insincerity of their parents' personal relationship with
God.

Hypothesis 16. Negative attitudes toward religion

are not correlated with adolescents' perceptions of the
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insincerity of their teachers' personal relationship with

God.

Hypothesis

17.

Negative attitudes toward religion

are not correlated with adolescents' perceptions of the

insincerity of their church pastors' personal reiationship

with God.

Hypothesis

18.

are not correlated

Hypothesis

with

19.

are not correlated
negative influence

Hypothesis

with
that

20.

are not correlated
negative influence

Hypothesis

with
that

21.

are not correlated

with

lack of opportunity for

Hypothesis

22.

are not correlated

with

Negative attitudes toward religion
adolescents' low self-esteem.
Negative attitudes toward religion
adolescents' perceptions of the
peers have on their behavior.
Negative attitudes toward religicn
adolescents' perception of the

the media have on their behavior.
Negative attitudes toward religion
adolescents' perceptions of their
church involvement.

Negative attitudes toward religion

concepts of religion held by

adolescents as being more legalistic rather than a

relationship with a personal God.

Hypothesis

23.

are not correlated with adolescents'

Negative attitudes toward religion

irn the doctrines of the Seventh-day Adventist church.
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Summary of Chapter 3

In this chapter, the research design and methodology
of a study of the attitudes of and the problems as perceived
by the current and former students attending the Seventh-day
Adventist mission schools in Hong Kong as to the subject of
alienation from religion have been presented. The
validation of the instrument, the Youth Perceptual
Inventory, in the Chinese language has been detailed.
Procedures for selecting the sample, gathering the data, and

performing the statistical analyses have been explained.
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CHAPTER IV
FINDINGS

The first three chapters describe the rationale and
methodology for a research study on the subjects of
religious attitudes of and problems perceived by the current
students and the alumni of the Adventist mission schocls in
Hong Rong. This chapter presents the findings of the
research.

The population for the study consisted of all
current Adventist students attending the four Adventist
mission secondary schools in Hong Kong and Adventist alumni
who had left the schools within the past 5 years. One
hundred percent of the current students comprised a part of
the sample. All alumni who could be located returned their
surveys, comprising the other part of the sample. A total
of 165 current students and 199 alumni contributed the data
which was analyzed to determine the findings for the present
study.

The primary hypothesis of the research was that
alienation from religion among Adventist adolescents is
related to their relationships with parents, teachers,

pastors, peer Jgroups, their self-concepts, media influence,
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and the church--especially as these relationships concern
religious values. From this hypothesis, 24 research
hypotheses were generated. Each of these hypotheses
concerned the correlations between alienation from religion
and a selected independent variable.

An instrument was needed to collect data to test the
hypotheses. A further modification of the Youth Perceptual
Inventory (Dudley, 1977, modified by Laurent, 1986) was
undertaken to meet this need. To make the instrument
appropriate for the Chinese population, the modified
instrument was translated into Chinese. The instrument
consisted of 137 items divided into 24 scales plus 14
demographic questions.

The SPSS statistical program was used on each of the
scales to secure the total score for each scale and the
items in each scale. The result of item-analysis was
compared with the result of pilot study. The analysis also
determined if better groupings in the scales could be
obtained. Eleven items which did not ccrrelate well with
the overall scales were deleted. After the weakest items
were removed, the scales were submitted to the item-analysis
program and the reliability coefficient alphas were found
increased. As a result, 126 of the 137 items in the 24

scales and 14 demographic items were used for the study.
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Information About the Scales

Item analysis on the responses of the 165 current
students and 199 alumni, a total of 364 adolescents, yielded
relevant data about the properties of the 24 scales under
consideration in this study. These findings are presented
in Tables 3 to 5. A respondent's sccre might range from 1
to 5 on any item. Consequently, a score could measure up to
five times the number of items in a scale.

The actual ranges among the current students
recorded in Table 3 indicate that all 24 scales occupy the
full range, and Table 4 indicates that among the alumni 22
of the 24 scales occupy the full range. In other words, in
these cases, at least one subject had all 1s and another had
all 5s. Since the items were stated in both positive and
negative directions, adolescents marked both 1s and 5s, but
the scoring system converted reverse-scored items.

Each of the other two scales (Scale A and Scale X)
in Table 4 scored by the alumni came within two points of
occupying the full range of scores. It is obvious that the
adolescents expressed a wide spread of attitudes on all the
scales.

To interpret the scores correctly, it is necessary
to know to which end of the attitude continuum a high score
refers. 1In every case a high score reveals the negative
attitude involved. Therefore, using Scale A in Table 3 for

example, the adolescent with a score of 100 manifested the
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TABLE 3

PROPERTIES OF SCALES ADMINISTERED TO
165 CURRENT STUDENTS IN THE SAMPLE

OF ALL FOUR SCHOOLS

Mean
No. Score
of Per Std. Relia.

Scale Items Range Mean Item Dev. Coef.
A--Alienation 20 20-100 43.88 2.19 11.32 10.86
B——-Autonomy 5 5-25 13.06 2.61 4.26 0.61
C--Family Harmony 5 5-25 13.72 2.74 4.04 0.70
D--Parental Authority 4 4-20 11.09 2.77 3.41 0.62
E--Teachers' Authority 3 3-15 9.53 3.18 2.66 0.61
F--Pastors' Authority 5 5-25 12.02 2.40 3.30 0.64
G--Parental Discipline 5 5-25 13.72 2.74 4.49 0.71
E--School Discipline 5 5-25 14.91 2.98 4.07 0.66
I--Parental Relation 5 5-25 13.92 2.79 4.16 0.75
J-~Teachers' Relation 5 5-25 14.67 2.93 4.27 0.76
K--Pastors' Relation 5 5-25 12.27 2.46 3.52 0.71
L--Sch. Per. Interest 4 4-20 10.74 2.69 3.21 0.67
M—--Pas. Per. Interest 3 3-10 8.07 2.69 2.42 0.71
N--Parents & Standard 5 5-25 19.27 3.85 4.40 0.73
O--Teacher & Standard 3 3-15 3.06 2.69 3.04 0.79
P--Parents' Sincerity 5 5-25 17.66 3.53 3.83 0.65
Q--Teachers' Sincerity 4 4-20 11.35 2.84 3.21 0.64
R--Pastors' Sincerity 4 4-20 9.03 2.26 3.18 0.61
S--Self-Esteem 4 4-20 10.47 2.62 3.27 0.61
T—--Peer Influence 5 5-25 16.18 3.24 3.80 0.62
U--Media Influence 5 5-25 13.59 2.72 .72 0.62
V==Church Involvement 3 3-15 9.02 3.01 2.75 0.68
W-——Concept of Religion 3 3-15 9.38 3.13 2.83 0.60
X~-Belief in Doctrines 11 11-55 20.59 1.87 6.44 0.78
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TABLE 4
PROPERTIES OF SCALES ADMINISTERED TO
199 ALUMNI IN THE SAMPLE
OF ALL FOUR SCHOOLS
Mean
No. Score
of Per Std. Relia.

Scale Items Range Mean Item Dev. Coef.
A--Alienation 20 20-98 44.35 2.22 9.51 0.82
B-—Autonomy 5 5-25 11.17 2.23 3.89 0.60
C--Family Harmony 5 5-25 13.05 2.61 4.48 0.85
D--Parental Authority 4 4-20 10.58 2.65 3.37 0.69
E--Teachers' Authority 3 3-15 10.07 3.36 2.55 0.69
F--Pastors' Authority 5 5-25 2.70 2.54 3.28 0.73
G--Parental Discipline 5 5-25 14.00 2.80 4.12 0.75S
H--School Discipline 5 5-25 14.94 2.99 3.71 0.76
I--Parental Relation 5 5-25 13.40 2.68 3.70 0.73
J=--Teachers' Relation 5 5-25 13.77 2.75 3.64 0.76
K--Pastors' Relation 5 5-25 12.60 2.52 3.48 0.82
L--Sch. Per. Interest 4 4-20 10.79 2.70 3.19 0.79
M--Pas. Per. Interest 3 3-15 8.39 2.80 2.39 0.75
N-—-Parents & Standard 5 5-25 19.55 3.91 4.55 0.79
O--Teacher & Standard 3 3-15 8.27 2.76 2.56 0.71
P--Parents' Sincerity 5 5-25 17.59 3.92 3.92 0.70
Q--Teachers' Sincerity 4 4-20 11.46 2.86 3.04 0.73
R-—-Pastors' Sincerity 4 4-20 9.39 2.35 2.93 0.76
S--Self-Esteem 4 4-20 9.93 2.48 2.94 90.65
T-—Peer Influence 5 5-25 15.75 3.44 3.44 0.65
U--Media Influence 5 5-25 12.32 3.32 3.32 0.60
V-==Church Involvement 3 3-~15 9.27 3.09 2.93 0.7
W-—Concept of Religion 3 3-15 7.95 2.65 2.83 0.63
X--Belief in Doctrines 11 11-53 18.03 1.64 5.98 0.84
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TABLE 5

PROPERTIES OF SCALES ADMINISTERED TO
364 ADOLESCENTS IN THE SAMPLE

OF ALL FOUR SCHOOLS

Mean
No. Score
of Per Std. Relia.

Scale Items Range Mean Item Dev. Coef.
A-—-Alienation 20 20-100 44.14 2.21 10.36 0.84
B-—Autonomy 5 5-25 12.03 2.41 4.17 0.62
C--Family Harmony 5 5-25 13.35 2.67 4.30 0.79
D-—-Parental Authority 4 4-20 10.81 2.70 3.39 0.66
E--Teachers' Authority 3 3-15 9.82 3.28 2.61 0.65
F--Pastors! Authority 5 5-25 12.39 2.48 3.30 0.69
G--Parental Discipline 5 5-25 13.87 2.78 4.29 0.73
H--School Discipline 5 5-25 14.93 2.99 3.87 0.71
I-—-Parental Relation 5 5-25 13.64 2.73 3.92 0.74
J--Teachers' Relation 5 5-25 14.18 2.84 3.96 0.76
K--Pastors' Relation 5 5-25 12.45 2.49 3.50 0.77
L=--Sch. Per. Interest 4 4-20 10.77 2.69 3.20 0.74
M--Pas. Per. Interest 3 3-15 8.25 2.75 2.41 0.73
N--Parents & Standard 5 5-=25 19.42 3.89 4.48 0.76
O--Teachers & Standard 3 3-15 8.17 2.72 2.78 0.75
P--Parents' Sincerity 5 5-=25 17.62 3.52 3.87 0.68
Q--Teachers' Sincerity 4 4-20 11.41 2.85 3.11 0.68
R--Pastors' Sincerity 4 4-20 9.23 2.31 3.05 0.68
S--Self-Esteem 4 4-20 10.17 2.54 3.06 0.63
T~-Peer Influence 5 5-25 15.94 3.19 3.61 0.63
U--Media Influence 5 5-25 12.89 2.58 3.36 0.61
V==Church Involvement 3 3-15 9.16 3.05 2.85 0.74
W——Concept of Religion 3 3-15 8.60 2.87 2.91 0.64
X~-Belief in Doctrines 11 11-55 19.19 1.75 6.31 0.82
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most alienation from religion, while the adolescent with a
score of 20 showed the most favorable attitude toward
religion. On Scale X of the same table, a score of 11
indicates a strong belief in the truthfulness of major
doctrines held by the Seventh-day Adventist Church, while
the score of 55 represents strong disagreement.

If adolescents on the positive end of the scale were
balanced by adolescents on the negative end of the scale,
with some in the middle or undecided position, the mean for
any scale would be a number three times the number of items.
For example, if on Scale A in Table 3, adolescents were
equally balanced between alienation and non-alienation with
any number of adolescents undecided, the mean for the scale
would be three times 20, or 60. Since the actual mean is
43.88, and the average response to each item is 2.19, it
would appear that the majeority of the adolescents should not
be considered as alienated from religion. By dividing the
mean score of each scale by the number of items in that
scale, a statistic that represents the mean score per item
was determined. The mean score per item column on Tables 3
to 5 displays this number.

In Scale X, if adolescents had been balanced between
belief and unbelief in basic Adventist doctrines, a mean of
33 would have been expected. However, for Scale X, a mean
of 20.59 with a mean score per item of 1.87 among current

students, and a mean of 18.03 with a mean score per item of

Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.



87
1.64 among alumni, both reveal a strong intellectual
acceptance of Adventist teachings on the part of the
adolescents. In fact, 50 current students and 61 alumni
received the most positive score of 11, an indication that
they strongly agreed with each of the 11 doctrinal

statements presented.

Current Students

With the use of the formula above, an inspection of
the column reporting means among the current students in
Table 3 reveals that in 15 of the 24 scales the means fall
on the positive side of the attitude continuum.

There was close to a balance between the positive
and negative attitudes in six scales. Closest were Scale
E--Authority in Teachers--with an actual mean of 9.53, 0.53
from its expected mean, and a mean score of 3.18 per item;
Scale H--School Discipline--with 14.91, 0.09, and 2.98;
Scale J--Relationship with Teachers--with 14.57, 0.33, and
2.93; Scale Q--Teachers' Sincerity in Religion--with 11.35,
0.65, and 2.84; Scale V--Opportunity in Church Involvement--
with 9.02, 0.02, and 3.01; and Scale W--Concept of
Religion--with 9.38, 0.38, and 3.13.

Scales N, P, and T exhibit the means that were
positioned on the negative side. Students perceived poor
parental standards and parental insincerity, and were

greatly influenced by their peers regarding religion.
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Alumni

Among the alumni in Table 4, in 15 of the 24 scales
the means fell on the positive side of the attitude
continuum. There was close to a balance between the
positive and negative attitudes in six scales. Closest were
Scale H--School Discipline--with an actual mean of 14.94,
0.06 from its expected mean, and a mean score of 2.99 per
item; Scale M--Personal Interest of Church Pastors—--with
8.39, 0.61, and 2.80; Scale O--Teachers' Compliance with
Church Standards--with 8.27, 0.73, and 2.76; Scale Q--
Teachers' Sincerity in Religion--with 11.4s6, 0.54, and 2.86;
Scale T--Peer Influence~-with 11.46, 0.75, and 3.44; and
Scale V--Opportunity in Church Iavolvement--with 9.27, 0.27,
and 3.09.

Scales E, N, and P had means on the negative side.
The alumni perceived unreasonable authority in the school,
poor parental standards, and parental insincerity. Scales N
and P revealed negative perceptions by both current students

and alumni.

Proportion of Alienated Sukjects

Subjects' responses revealed the attitudes of
Chinese Adventist youth in Hong Kong toward religion, the
church, and problems about religion and the church that they
perceived. The key document in this inquiry is Scale A--
Alienation from Religion.

As noted in Table 3, it contained 20 items with a
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possible range of 20-100, and the full range was found among
current students. A mean of 43.88, a mean score per item of
2.19, and a standard deviation of 11.32 were obtained.
Table 4 indicates a range of 20-98 among alumni. The mean
was 44.35, the mean score per item was 2.22, and the
standard deviation was 9.51.

When the data of current students and zlumni were
grouped together, a mean of 44.14, a mean score per item of
2.21, and a standard deviation of 10.36 were obtained. A
high score on a scale indicates alienation from religion.
The scores in all three groups suggested that the
distribution was centered on the non-alienation side of the
continuum, but slightly skewed toward the right. High
reliability coefficients of 0.86, 0.82, and 0.84 were
obtained among the current students, alumni, and the
combined group.

It is impossible to assign a dividing point on the
scale above where adolescents may be labeled alienated.
Alienation and non-alienation do not constitute a dichotomy
but a continuum. Further, students who feel positive toward
some aspects of religion may feel hostile toward other
aspects. An inspection of the individual-item scores that
make up the total score on Scale A shows that an adolescent
who has mostly 1s and 2s may have several 4s and 5Ss
scattered among them.

On each individual item, after correcting the
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reverse-scored items, a score of 1 indicates a very positive
attitude toward religion, while a score of 5 indicates a
very negative attitude. Likewise, a 2 suggests a moderately
positive attitude; and a 4, a moderately negative attitude.
A 3 represents undecidedness or neutral. Therefore, if an
adolescent was favorable or undecided on each item of the
20-item scale, the maximum score that could be receive would
be 60. A score more than 60 would suggest that the balance
has been tipped toward obtaining item scores of 4 or 5,
which indicated negative attitude.

The total scores of Scale A in Table 6 show that 13
of the 165 current Adventist students received scores 61 or
higher. This would suggest that 8% of the current Adventist
students might be considered negative toward religion in
varying degrees.

Table 7 shows that 14 of the 199 alumni received
scores of 61 or higher. This would suggest that 7% of
Adventist alumni might be considered negative toward
religion in varying degrees.

Table 8 shows that when the current students and the
alumni are grouped together, 27 of 364 adolescents received
total scores of 61 or higher, suggesting that 7% of
Adventist adolescents might be considered negative toward
religion in varying degrees.

A less conservative approach would be to suggest

that any adclescent whose record contained one or more S5s is
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TABLE 6

TOTAL SCORES ON SCALE A
(CURRENT STUDENTS)

Valid Cum Valid Cum
Value Freq % % % Value Freq % % %

24.0 1 .6 .6 .6 49.0 6 3.6 3.6 72.1
26.0 1 .6 .6 1.2 50.0 5 3.0 3.0 75.2
27.0 2 1.2 1.2 2.4 51.0 3 1.8 1.8 77.0
28.0 4 2.4 2.4 4.8 52.0 5 3.0 3.0 80.0
29.0 1 .6 .6 5.8 532.0 4 2.4 2.4 82.4
30.0 7 4.2 4.2 9.7 54.0 5 3.0 3.0 85.5
31.0 2 1.2 1.2 10.9 55.0 1 .6 .6 86.1
32.0 9 5.5 5.5 16.4 56.0 2 1.2 1.2 87.3
33.0 5 3.0 3.0 19.4 57.0 3 1.8 1.8 89.1
34.0 9 5.5 5.5 24.8 58.0 1 .6 6 89.7
35.0 2 1.2 1.2 26.1 59.0 2 1.2 1.2 90.9
36.0 8 4.8 4.8 30.9 60.0 2 1.2 1.2 92.1
37.0 5 3.0 3.0 33.9 61.0 1 .6 6 92.7
38.0 5 3.0 3.0 37.0 62.0 1 .6 6 93.3
39.0 6 3.6 3.6 40.6 64.0 1 .6 .6 93.9
40.0 5 3.0 3.0 43.6 65.0 2 1.2 1.2 95.2
41.0 4 2.4 2.4 46.1 66.0 1 .6 6 95.8
42.0 4 2.4 2.4 48.5 67.0 1 .6 .6 96.4
43.0 7 4.2 4.2 52.7 68.0 2 1.2 1.2 97.6
44.0 4 2.4 2.4 55.2 75.0 1 .6 6 98.2
45.0 8 4.8 4.8 60.0 76.0 1 .6 6 98.8
46.0 6 3.6 3.6 63.6 78.0 1 .6 6 99.4
47.0 3 1.8 1.8 65.5 83.0 1 .6 6 100.0
48.0 5 3.0 3.0 68.5

Total 165 100.0 100.0
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TABLE 7
TOTAL SCORES ON SCALE A
(ALUMNI)

Valid Cum Valid Cum

Value Freg 2 3 3 Value Freq % % 5
24.0 1 .5 .5 .5 47.0 5 2.5 2.5 67.8
25.0 1 .5 .5 1.0 48.0 11 5.5 5.5 73.4
26.0 2 1.0 1.0 2.0 49.0 5 2.5 2.5 75.9
27.0 3 1.5 1.5 3.5 50.0 5 2.5 2.5 78.4
28.0 4 2.0 2.0 5.5 51.0 6 3.0 3.0 81l.4
29.0 1 .5 .5 6.0 52.0 4 2.0 2.0 83.4
30.0 4 2.0 2.0 8.0 53.0 2 1.0 1.0 84.4
32.0 3 1.5 1.5 9.5 54.0 6 3.0 3.0 87.4
33.0 4 2.0 2.0 11.6 55.0 1 .5 .5 87.9
34.0 5 2.5 2.5 14.1 56.0 1 .5 .5 88.4
35.0 S 2.5 2.5 16.6 57.0 2 1.0 1.0 89.4
36.0 3 1.5 1.5 18.1 58.0 2 1.0 1.0 90.5
37.0 4 2.0 2.0 20.1 59.0 2 1.0 1.0 91.5
38.0 8 4.0 4.0 24.1 60.0 3 1.5 1.5 93.0
39.0 6 3.0 3.0 27.1 61.0 2 1.0 1.0 94.0
40.0 11 5.5 5.5 32.7 62.0 3 1.5 1.5 95.5
41.0 9 4.5 4.5 37.2 64.0 1 .5 .5 96.0
42.0 14 7.0 7.0 44.2 65.0 2 1.0 1.0 97.0
43.0 10 5.0 5.0 49.2 67.0 3 1.5 1.5 98.5
44.0 12 6.0 6.0 55.3 68.0 1 .5 .5 99.0
45.0 16 8.0 3.0 63.3 71.0 1 .5 .3 99.5
46.0 4 2.0 2.0 65.3 73.0 1 .5 .53 100.0

Total 199 100.0 100.0
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TABLE 8

TOTAL SCORES ON SCALE A
(COMBINED GROUP)

Valid Cum Valid Cum

Q,

% % Value Freq % % %

A°

Value Freq

24.0 2 .5 .5 .5 49.0 11 3.0 3.0 74.2
25.0 1 .3 .3 .8 50.0 10 2.7 2.7 76.9
26.0 3 .8 .8 1.6 51.0 9 2.5 2.5 79.4
27.0 5 1.4 1.4 3.0 52.0 9 2.5 2.5 81.9
28.0 8 2.2 2.2 5.2 53.0 6 1.6 1.6 83.5
29.0 2 .5 .5 5.8 54.0 11 3.0 3.0 86.5
30.0 11 3.0 3.0 8.8 55.0 2 .5 .5 87.1
31.0 2 .5 .5 9.3 56.0 3 .8 .8 87.9
32.0 12 3.3 3.3 12.6 57.0 5 1.4 1.4 89.3
33.0 9 2.5 2.5 15.1 58.0 3 .8 .8 90.1
34.0 14 3.8 3.8 19.0 59.0 4 1.1 1.1 91.2
35.0 7 1.9 1.9 20.9 60.0 5 1.4 1.4 92.6
36.0 11 3.0 3.0 23.9 61.0 3 .8 .8 93.4
37.0 9 2.5 2.5 26.4 62.0 4 1.1 1.1 94.5
38.0 13 3.6 3.6 29.9 64.0 2 .5 .5 95.1
39.0 12 3.3 3.3 33.2 65.0 4 1.1 1.1 96.2
40.0 16 4.4 4.4 37.6 66.0 1 .3 .3 96.4
41.0 13 3.6 3.6 41.2 67.0 4 1.1 1.1 97.5
42.0 18 4.9 4.9 46.2 68.0 3 .8 .8 98.4
43.0 17 4.7 4.7 50.8 71.0 1 .3 .3 98.6
44.0 16 4.4 4.4 55.2 73.0 1 .3 .3 98.9
45.0 24 6.6 6.6 61.8 75.0 1 .3 .3 99.2
46.0 10 2.7 2.7 64.6 76.0 1 .3 .3 99.5
47.0 8 2.2 2.2 66.8 78.0 1 .3 .3 99.7
48.0 16 4.4 4.4 71.2 83.0 1 .3 .3 100.0

Total 364 100.0 100.0
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alienated from some area of his/her religious experience. A
5 would be secured by strongly agreeing with a negative
statement about religion or strongly disagreeing with a
positive statement. Therefore, even though an adclescent
selected mostly 1s and received a relatively low score,
there still could have been some alienation if one or more
5s were selected. The adolescent would be expressing a
negative attitude toward a particular area of religion
covered by the item in question, even though positive toward
a personal religious experience in general.

An item by item inspection of Scale A in Table 9
indicates that 60 of the 165 current students had one or
more 5s in their records. This shows that approximately 36%
of the current students were negative toward some aspects of
their religion. Table 10 indicates that 59 of the 199
alumni had one or more 5s. This shows 30% of alumni were
negative to some degree. In other words, a total of 119 of
the 364 adolescents had one or more S5s in their records, and
this suggests 33% of Adventist adolescents in the Hong Kong
sample were negative toward some aspects of their religion

(see Table 11).

Alienation in the Individual Items of Scale A

Now the important question is: Where is the
greatest alienation? Scale A was designed to give a total
alienation-from-religion score. No claim is made that the

20 items subdivide alienation into 20 discrete issues.
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TABLE 9

SCORE COUNT OF ONE OR MORE 5S ON SCALE A
(CURRENT STUDENTS)

# of Valid Cum.
5s Frequency % % 5
.00 105 63.6 63.6 63.6

1.00 29 17.6 17.6 81.2

2.00 14 8.5 8.5 89.7

3.00 6 3.6 3.6 G3.3

4.00 4 2.4 2.4 95.8

5.00 3 1.8 1.8 97.6

6.00 2 1.2 1.2 98.8

10.00 1 .5 .6 99.4
11.00 1 .6 .6 100.0
Total 165 1300.0 100.0
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TABLE 10
SCORE COUNT OF ONE OR MORE 5S ON SCALE A
(ALUMNI)

# of Valid Cum.
5s Frequency % ¥ 3
.00 140 70.4 70.4 70.4

1.00 41 20.6 20.6 91.0

2.00 9 4.5 4.5 95.5

3.00 2 1.0 1.0 96.5

4.00 2 1.0 1.0 97.5

5.00 2 1.0 1.0 98.5

6.00 1 .5 .5 99.0

7.00 2 1.0 1.0 100.0

Total 199 100.0 100.0

Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.



97

TABLE 11

SCORE COUNT OF ONE OR MORE 5S ON SCALE A
(COMBINEL GROUP)

# of valid Cum.
5s Frequency % % %
.00 245 67.3 67.3 67.3

1.00 70 19.2 19.2 86.5

2.00 23 6.3 6.3 92.9

3.00 8 2.2 2.2 95.1

4.00 6 1.6 1.6 96.7

5.00 5 1.4 1.4 98.1

6.00 3 .8 .8 98.9

7.00 2 .5 .5 99.5

10.00 1 .3 .3 99.7
11.00 1 .3 .3 100.6C
Total 364 100.0 100.0
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However, it is appropriate to take each statement and note
how subjects responded. Responses to each item spanned the
full range of 1 to 5. The 20 items in Scale A are:

1. My church really cares about its teenagers.

2. Prayer is an increasingly important part of my
life.

3. Christ's love is a living reality in my
experience.

4. I go to church because my parents or deans or
teachers make me.

5. I am not happy about my experiences with my
church.

6. Religion is forced on me by my parents.

7. My religion gives me a sense of security in
facing the problems of my life.

8. Most of the requirements of the Christian life
are reasonable.

9. Most sermons I hear are quite interesting.

10. I enjoy youth activities planned by the church.

11. I'd like guidance in finding God's will for my
life.

12. Adventist standards such as diet are not
important to me.

13. Bible classes are profitable to students.

l4. I am glad tc be able to attend an Adventist

school.
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15. Keeping the Sabbath is a real blessing to me.

16. I am happy to give my tithes and offerings to
support the church.

17. I want to learn to share my faith spontaneously.

18. Reading the Bible is important to me.

19. My church is like a close-knit family.

20. I feel accepted when I am at church.

The statement in Scale A that eiicited the most
alienation from religion among the adolescents was Item 9—-—
"Most sermons I hear are quite interesting." The statement
that elicited the least alienation from religion was Item
6-—"Religion is forced on me by my parents."

Table 12 presents the summary of the responses by
current students and alumni. The Current Students columns
have the 20 items arranged in descending order of alienation
for current students, and foliowing each item number is the
mean. A score of 1 is the most positive response; and a 5,
the most negative for both positively and negatively stated
items. The alumni columns show the responses of alumni, and
the last, of the combined group.

Since items that were negatively stated were
statistically reversed so that a low score in all cases
means a more positive attitude, the low positions of almost
all the items scored in this scale might be cause for
encouragement. It appears that most Adventist young people

are not negative toward their church and religion.
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SUMMARY OF THE COMPARISON OF RESPONSES IN
DESCENDING ORDER OF ALIENATION ELICITED

100

TABLE 12

Current Combined
Students Alumni Group

Order Item Mean Item Mean Item Mean
1 9 2.82 9 3.01 9 2.93
2 1 2.57 12* 2.78 L2%* 2.67
3 12* 2.53 19 2.64 1 2.45
4 20 2.38 1 2.62 19 2.43
5 8 2.32 10 2.47 10 2.40
6 10 2.31 5% 2.41 14 2.40
7 4% 2.28 15 2.39 20 2.39
8 1 2.24 20 2.39 5* 2.33
9 5% 2.23 8 2.26 15 2.30
10 15 2.20 14 2.26 8 2.29
11 13 2.18 4% 2.22 4* 2.25
12 19 2.18 13 2.15 13 2.16
13 18 2.16 16 2.14 16 2.12
14 7 2.13 2 2.05 18 2.07
15 16 2.10 1 2.00 2 1.99
16 3 1.97 3 1.95 3 1.96
17 17 1.94 17 1.86 7 1.95
18 2 1.93 7 1.80 17 1.90
19 11 1.80 11 1.70 11 1.75
20 6* 1.61 6% 1.25 6% 1.41

* Statistically reversed
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However, about 78%, 129 of 165 of current students (see
Table 13), and 84%, 165 of 199 of alumni (see Table 14),
chose a response of 4 or 5 to at least one of these
statements. In other words, out of 364 adolescents, a total
of 297 or 82% of the sample chose a response of 4 or 5 to
one of these statements (see Table 15). This would indicate

cause for concern.

Correlation Among the Variables

The major purpose of this study was to explore the
relationships between the dependent variable and the
independent variakles. Tables 16, 17, and 18 present the
correlation matrix for the 38 variables.

Of major interest is the top row or the first column
which presents the Pearson product-moment coefficient of
correlation between Scale A and each of the other
independent variables. The remaining rows and columns
reveal the intercorrelations between any two independent
variables, since such correlations could substantially
affect the results of multiple regression analysis.

The coefficients of correlation listed in the first
column were used to test the hypotheses stated in chapter 1.
It is recognized that this approach is complicated by the
substantial intercorrelations among the predictors. This
issue is discussed under multiple-regression framework.

This part of the analysis examines each variable.

The focus is on the relationship that each independent
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TABLE 13

SCORE COUNT OF ONE OR MORE 4S AND 58S
(CURRENT STUDENTS)

# of Valid Cum.
4s & 5s Frequency 3 % %
.00 36 21.8 21.8 21.8
1.90 41 24.8 24.8 46.7
2.00 25 15.2 15.2 61.8
3.00 16 9.7 5.7 71.5
4.00 9 5.5 5.5 77.0
5.00 10 6.1 6.1 83.0
6.00 6 3.6 3.6 86.7
7.00 5 3.0 3.0 89.7
8.00 5 3.0 3.0 92.7
3.900 5 3.0 3.0 95.8
10.00 2 1.2 i.2 97.0
11.00 2 1.2 1.2 98.2
14.00 1 .6 .6 98.8
16.00 1 .6 .6 99.4
17.00 1 .6 .6 100.0
Total 165 100.0 100.0
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TABLE 14
SCORE COUNT OF ONE OR MORE 4S AND 5SS
(ALUMNI)
# of valid Cum.
4s & 5s Frequency % % %

.00 31 15.6 15.6 15.6
1.00 37 18.6 18.6 34.2
2.00 40 20.1 20.1 54.3
3.00 29 14.6 14.6 68.8
4.900 19 9.5 9.5 78.4
5.00 10 5.0 5.0 83.4
6.00 9 4.5 4.5 87.9
7.00 6 3.0 3.0 91.0
8.00 3 1.5 1.5 92.5
9.00 4 2.0 2.0 94.5
10.00 4 2.0 2.0 96.5
11.00 3 1.5 1.2 38.0
12.00 1 .5 .5 98.5
13.00 2 1.0 i.0 99.5
15.00 1 .5 .5 100.0

Total 199 100.0 100.0
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TABLE 15

SCORE COUNT OF ONE OR MORE 4S AND 58
(COMBINED GROUP)

# of vValid Cum.
4s & 5s Frequency % % %
.00 57 18.4 18.4 18.4
1.00 78 21.4 21.4 39.8
2.00 65 17.9 17.9 57.7
3.00 45 12.4 12.4 70.1
4.00 28 7.7 7.7 77.7
5.00 20 5.5 5.5 83.2
6.00 15 4.1 4.1 87.4
7.00 11 3.0 3.0 90.4
8.00 8 2.2 2.2 92.6
9.00 9 2.5 2.5 95.1
10.00 6 1.6 1.6 96.7
11.00 5 1.4 1.4 98.1
12.00 1 .3 .3 98.4
13.00 2 .5 .5 98.9
14.00 1 .3 .3 99.2
15.00 1 .3 .3 99.5
16.00 1 .3 .3 99.7
17.00 1 .3 .3 100.0
Total 364 100.0 100.0
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INTER-CORRELATION MATRIX FOR THE 23 VARIABLES
OF THE YOUTH PERCEPTUAL INVENTORY

(CURRENT STUDENTS)

Scale A 8 C 0 E F G H I J K L L] N 0 P Q R S
A 1.0 B4 .36 .10 156 .35 7 36 .49 W01 378 34 B .09 .19 -.080 351 L2177 .29
8 (B4 1000 115 157 06 116 A9 -137 130 169 -.066 013 —.004 -39 -.107 016 ~.078 -.00 .152
C 26 1151.00 35 .1 A2 4R O149 538 2B - 7 .18 .09 108 073 216 -.012  .4kb
0 A0 57 375 1.00 -0 17 SR O.0R 514 I8 M1 @6 B8 .88 .07 117 .14 .00 .213
3 156 .04 181 -.001.000 120 .0R 359 211 3% 085 .20 .00 .00 -.001 -.053 .14 061 LOR2
F S35 -1 2 17 1201.00 .49 385 195 316 .60 .26 .36 .101 .18 078 .29 .40 .10
G 179 AR OSR R L4900 190 .66 I8 .14 168 .02 A5 106 63 .45 .07 3B
H A36 -3 9 0 .359 385 .10 1.000 X6 .42 3B 554 .60 109 34T 100 450 .213 183
I 249 130 538 516 211 195 636 X6 1.000 249 .06 216 067 .00 1B A% 195 .08 .47
p W 169 218 s R6 .N6 L L2 .2691.000 376 32 L1776 @R 120 .00 4S5 X 243
K 378 -.066 -6 061 085 .60 16 3Be .06 W6 1.00 2B R 0P .06 106 176 .48 .00
L %1013 B7 % .20 .26 18 55 216 2 2B .00 B0 .6 386 0@ .47 119 .27
M B1-.04 018 B8 .00 .B6 .UR X0 .07 176 .42 .Z01.000 -.CB .16 -.013 .19 .23 (B2
N 0»-.@ .09 .88 .00 .01 X5 .19 .00 @R .09 .6-.081.00 .02 .6% .0 -.1@ .175
[o] 199 -.107 8 .57 -.001 188 .10 .31 123 10 W6 386 116 052 1.000 .@B9 .35 .06 .18
P -.B0 .06 .073 117 -.05 .0/ .63 .10 .3 060 106 .0R -.013 6% .9 1.000 .S -.216 .181
Q B1 -0 216 16 Wk 2D US 450 15 &S 176 .67 1D .Bh 535 .05 1.000 .26 .17
R 217 -.00-.012 .00 .061 &0 a7 .213 .08 X5 & .19 73-1R .04 -.216 .26 1.000 ~.019
S 7 152 46 23 2 0 3B BB 476 23 .0R .73 B2 175 108 181 171 ~.019 1.000
T X -@ B5 B 0B & 2R 127 AR & 2B M6 .07 2 -047 .21 .09 .00 119
3} 359 .04 .00 0R -6 .18 -.0B -.004 .019 .58 .155 .00 .14 -.060 -.116 -.047 -.05 .167 -.(Bo
v 555 -.018 .18 .05 .13 1R .00 .38 .78 2% 316 .27 176 267 076 15 X0 .087 .249
U] 109 .09 -.0% 1R 1B -.0B3-.150 .02 -.10 .10 041 -.0R -.12 -.093 -.155 -.159 -.080 .000 -.0%
X 48 077 .51 06 155 276 -9 22 .6 310 277 .35 126 -.066 -.027 -.186 .78 .23 .03
S -y -.02-05 01 -5 05 .00 .010-.13% -.086 .69 -.077 -.®1 .219 -.052 .47 -.03% .00 .06
% 37 M2 073 @0 -0 .08 1 .0k .09 0P 015 .09 .07 -1 112-.06 .10 .041 148
& -.016 101 .06 100 .27 -.076-.016 .2 .087 .20 .02 .18 .5 -.180 -.264 -.071 =121 @9 -.006
28 -1 2 -.080 B9 2 -.087 -0 -.083 OB 157 .02 .32 .00 -.101 -.328 ~.116 ~.245 .01 -.01
=) 144 - 151 -.02%6 -.014 -.055 197 .(BO .18 -.011 .06 .16 .28 .B8-005 .2&2-27 .35 .120 .13
ko] 2B -.089 -.185 -.086 -.047 118 -.011 .101 -.(B8 -.014 .10 .74 .09 -.118 .19 -.081 273 .03 .69
N A5 -.02 BT 06 .28 061 -9 B2-.05 .03 .68 .20 .0R .57 .18 .05 .86 .02 .68
2  -.066-.10 .00 -.010 -.015 .3 -.0% .3 -.101 -.0% .060 -.219 -.056 .172 -.001 .107 .0&3 .010 .6
3 -0R-.05-06 .016-.01-10 .0680-.26-.103-.39 .016~.B1 .03 .167 -.148 .16 ~.R ~-.0657 -.004
% L0108 .06 W 0R 1% -.0M AP .08 .3 158 .09 .0M -.051 -.@B1 -.159 .16 .24 0BG
5 A0 .0 106 121 192 A .0 .B6 116 26 29 A7 083 -1B -0 .00 37 R
% 08 .00 .08 135 .19 10 -083 161 0R .38 .21 (56 .M 0P -.235-.@1 .05 .47 .58
7 -0 M3-.08 .075 -.064 -.029 -.G3 -.049 -.050 -.108 .045 -.056 -.006 -.144 - 035 -.08 =137 -.047 -7
¥ -@B-03-0-060-.06 .02 .010-.106 .026-007 .010-.00 .08 .56 -.086 .30 =135 -2 .19
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TABLE 16--Continued

Scale T < ¥ ¥ x S5 ¥ Z B X N 2 B % B ¥ F B
A 22359 555 109 4B -9 17 -.016 135 1k BB .13 -.356 -.0R 401 4N W08 -.066 -.028
8 -.@R -0 - 018 0¥ 077 -.02 112 101 12 -.151 -.089 -.0R2 -. 1B -.075 .05 072 .00 .113 -.013
o 35 .00 18- .61 -.19% 073 006 -.060 -.(%6 -.185 031 -.060 -.056 .065 .106 .(48 -.058 -.03%
0 36 .02 05 1@ .06 -.0M B0 .10 .059 -.014 -.00 .37 .01 .02 .48 .02 .14 .08 .05
E 095 -.026 153 1B 155 -.05 -.06 .7 12 -.085 -.141 -.065 -.012 -.15 .10 155 161 .02 -. 1@
F 67 18 R -.03 .26 083 .08 -.076 -.087 197 .18 .061 .03 -.130 1% A7 .1 -.09 .0
G 272 -.0B .00 -.150 ~.@9 .070 .21 -.0% -.007 .00 -.011 -.049 -.@% .060 -.071 .001 -.083 -.G83 .010
H 27 -.006 358 02 .22 010 .04 .02 -.083 .18 .101 .62 -.0R -.226 X9 .56 .161 -.049 -.106
I A% 019 B D @ -.135 .09 087 0B -.0M -.(B8 -.055 -.101 .13 .08 .16 .02 -.050 .02
b 187 .58 .26 109 310 -.086 .09 .20 .157 .05 -.014 .03 -.0% -9 . .241 .28 -.108 -.007
K 228 155 316 041 .77 059 .015 .0R .52 .16 .130 .058 .50 .016 .18 .XH .21 .045 .010
L -6 .00 27 -0 .35 -.077 .9 118 .2 2B 1% .30 -.219 -.B1 .19 .107 054 -.09% -.00
L] Q7 14 176 -1@ 124 -1 067 .05 010 .058 089 .0R -.056 .013 .0M .13 .11 -.005 .08
N -9 -.00 .67 -.093 -.066 219 -.(B1 -.180 -.101 -.006 -.118 .@B7 .12 .167 -.051 063 .089 -.144 .59
0 -.067 - 116 076 -.155 -.@7 -.082 112 -.264 -.38 2R 194 .118 -.001 -.148 -.@B1 -. 1B .55 -.(BS -.086
P 2P - 047 1S5 -.159 -.186 147 -.(B6 -.071 -.116 -.27 -.081 .05 107 .126 -.159 -.073 -.@1 -.058 .33
Q %9 -.05 .Z0-00 .178-.@F .10-.121-245 .355 273 .28 .CB-2AR .15 .09 -.05 -.137 -.135
R B0 .17 .87 .00 .93 .01 .01 .@F .01 120 083 .02 010 -.057 .36 .37 U7 -.047 -.012
S S99 -3 X9 -0% B X6 (4B -006-.016 M3 .59 B8 .06 -.004 .0B6 .12 .058 -.101 .15
T 1.000 2% .i6 0% 050 -.049 -.(26 .07 .49 -.071 -.217 -.02 0B .81 .041 .0B6 127 -.04b -.019
U R 1.00 ™ 215 34 -2 061 M3 135 -.0R-.00 .86 -.08 1% 120 X0 .21 .018 .57
v % A9 1.00 9B 321 073 .07 -.067 -.111 Bt .0 .18 068 -.B6 .30 .45 .35 -.109 .18
E] %6 .215 B 1.00 187 -.22 -.130 316 377 -.02 .80 -.061 -.155 .00 .09 .166 X5 .08 -.05
X 00 .34 21 187 1.00-.118 .07 .14 .53 .073 .04 .000-.1% -.111 4% .48 .1 .019 -.G73
S -.09-12 .03 -22 -.118 1.000 -.050 -.157 -3 -.@8 .012 .06 .153 -.06 -.006 .08 -6 .26 .17
% -6 067 .076-.130 .(B7-.0501.000-.012-.8 .15 .075 .132 -.168 -.009 .073 .119 .17 .03 .o87
{4 067 113 -.067 316 %4 -.757 -.0%2 1.000 .753 -.001 .070 -.018 -.545 .158 .10 201 .215 -.00 -.1M
3 09 15 -1 377 053 -.083 -.R6 753 1.000 -.253 -.139 -.106 -.407 .37 -.015 .15 .16 .07 -.061
¥ -0N-0R B1-02 .03-.@3 .15-.01-.2531.000 .700 .49 -.012 .006-.056 -.048 .53 .12 -.045
0 -2A7-00 &5 B0 .0 012 .05 00-.1% .W01.00 3 -.08 .B1 .09 -.05 -.05 .06 -.060
N -0 08 IBW-0B1 00 005 1R -0I8-.16 &5 TR1.00 .65 .052 -.126 -.08 .6 170 1%
® 0B -.088 .08 -.155 -.114 193 -.168 -.346 ~.47 -.012 -.068 .055 1.000 .03 .02 -.2%6 -2 10 %
3 -0B1 126 -.36 .00-.111-.06-.05 .158 .B7 .06 .B1 .052 .0431.000 -.213 -.084 052 .28 3B
% 041 1D 30 .01 .44 -.006 073 .1M0-.015 -6 .009 -.124 02 -.2131.00 .7 .55 -1 &
» B A0 &H 166 4B QB .19 2 15 -.048 -.056 -.008 -.206 -.B6 .72 1.000 &3 ~-.073 136
3% 7 .20 XA B -6 T 215 126 -3 -0 0% - 12 .0 55T .623 1.000 -.00% .22
37 -0 018-109-.08 .019 .06 .013-08 .01 .1@ .006 .170 .120 .28 -.126 -.073 -.004 1.000 -.141
B -.09 @7 .M8-.05-.073 .17 .0B7 -.11-.061 ~.045 -.060 .12 137 .35 @39 136 .21 -.141 1.000
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INTER-CORRELATION MATRIX FOR THE 23 VARIABLES
OF THE YOUTH PERCEPTUAL INVENTORY

(ALUMNI)
Scale A 8 C D 13 F G H I J K L H N 0 P Q R S
A 1.000 139 140 .00 214 .43 116 .36 .88 X2 .48 .38 481 078 .16 .51 .57 434 .07
8 159 1.000 311 29 -.08 .150 247 .06 .20 .49 .08 121 12 159 IR 156 .07 073 1R
o 40 3111000 .52 158 .22 40 .18 .21 05 17 1S3 0 275 .05 354 087 .00 .57
b} 00 X9 5R1.00 130 .38 571 18 5B @1 .07 1P .0 .88 .03 .21 A5 .04 .43
£ 216 -.068 .18 130 1.000 2% .62 .43 077 321 188 .36 .25 -.008 .78 .08 .34 .100 .076
F A3 150 22 B8 .26 1.00 216 350 .12 .10 589 .2B .6 .0BS 1R .01 .52 455 156
G 6 .27 40 511 1R 2141.00 .B5 e 05 AZ7 .16 1% 2B AR NS AR .06 .41
H 6 .6 .18 128 483 350 .Z351.000 M5 5% .3 .48 350 062 L3 .08 416 LXR@ .O076
14 .08 .20 &1 5393 077 .2 &% 115 1.00 .00 .1 31100 319 @B 3R L1449 .0R 50
J 2209 05 .1 RT .10 075 L334 .0801.000 .18 4R 205 .02 .3B-.015 .48 .16 .154
K L83 064 127 067 188 589 127 3P 105 .18 1.000 L3R .66 .0 .181 0B X6 .538 .17
L 385 21 153 1% 306 298 .16 .58 131 4R .32 1.000 347 065 W26 .S .59 .2 126
M 481 2 R R .25 %6 16 350 .10 A5 696 .37 1.000 .076 280 .12 .318 .45 045
N 08 159 ;s 2P -.08 085 285 .0 319 0@ .0R .05 .07 1.000-.08 .71 .09 .01 .12
o] M4 12 0 03 2 1R AR B B3 .38 181 .44 20 -.0081.00 .056 .551 .141 063
P 01 156 B4 21 88 . 315 .68 R -.015 .03 .S 112 .71 .54 1.00 .08 .0 LA
Q 57 067 087 105 306 B2 IR W6 19 48 X6 .51 318 .09 551 0B 1.000 .57 1@
R 434 073 .00 041 100 455 076 3R .0R 166 538 .22 4S5 061 .41 .0R .257 1.000 -.061
s @7 1R 573 473 076 156 W01 076 590 1S4 17 1% 065 182 053 .20 1@ -.061 1.000
T 23 R D7 BB 240 B 76 1% B g .23 126 % 26 088 .31 109 .158 .1®
u 35 006-.08 -6 .05 13%6-.05 .08-05-0B6 .22-.060 X9 .05-.06 .00-0R .25 -.06
v 06 017 5 .09 @3 156 005 -.010 .00 -.(B0 .27 -.CB0 268 .066 -.114 .02 -.12 .29 .03
v 188 -.03 -.010 .38 -.098 .09 -.05 -.067 -.110 .02 .062 .0 -.015 .019-.19 .017 -069 .18 .043
X 30 .010-.03 076 0P 1™ 05 .M .S .01 .15 065 1 .08 -.03F .10 .00 .59 .51
S5 -.IB-07-00 .B0-.1% .6 .W6-.0M .0R-10 .08 -.08 . .058-.03-.015-.011 -.0R .06
¥ -1 -.108 -.045 -.1546 -.088 -. 2D -.064 -.069 -.(BB -.1R ~.159 -.159 -.078 -.127 -.C0%6 -.143 -.057 -.126 ~.112
rI4 086 X6 12 139 008 .0R 121 -.67 126 .00 .09 .08 -.052 141 -.09 135 -.1® .0M .10
38 050 -.0R .80 .041 -.G35 -.006 .00 -.072 .02 .0 -.0R -.135 -.00 .023-.006 .08 -.2X% .00 .078
2 66 067 -.033 -.0% 08 176 1 176 -.09 X6 .19 .38 .09 -.089 .73 -.101 .8 064 -.077
ko) 129 064 -.016 -.006 .08 135 02 .25 -2 61 .06 32 07 -1 25 -0 35 .22 -.078
n 26 0B -.63-08 .05 .161 .89 .20 -06 2P .15 319 067 -0 .20 -07 .28 .09 -.159
2 -.09-.08-.005 -.148 -.076 -.(R2 -.011 .G1 .BO0-.006-.07%6 -.12 .06 .120-.(35 .130 -.006 -.086 .069
B -6 .067-.06-.02-066-.019 .073 .05 .062-.008-.074-267 -.062 .16-.137 089 ~.183 -.086 .04
3% 470 -0 073 081 .CB4 183 -.053 -.020 -.040 -.056 .1 -.013 219 .88 -.17 .00 -.070 .26 .07
B 493 -.013 @3 .06 .0 131 -.03 .02 -.057 -.012 %6 .00 X9 .048-.093 .0B0-.051 .35 -.C2)
% 455 .85 -.014 .02 -.014 .118 -.086 -.001 -. 1B -.0&2 .2i1 -.0% .18 -.018 -.29 -.047 -.210 .52 -.001
¥ -0 -B2-205 .0R-.08 .05-.006 .077-.013-02 .06 .0B .100-.(54-.03 -0 .072 .065 -.04S
3B 78 68 LT 1 016 .00 .29 115 151 GBS 176 145 147 646 .0W8 534 038 172 .04
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TABLE 17--Continued

Scale T y v v ox S % 7 B ¥ VW N R B % B ¥ I B
A 273 39 506 .18 X0 -.128-.126 B4 .50 165 1D .26 -.049 ~.006 .470 .493 455 -.046 .178
8 AR 006 017 -.003 010 -.067 -1 .06 -.0R 067 .06 .05 -.0% .067 -.005 -.013 .055 -.052 .168
o 87 -.093 .05 -.010 -.05 -.010 -.045 .152 .00 -.0%3 -.014 -.053 -.005 -.(2% .073 .(B3 -.014 -.206 .141
] 3B -.B4 09 B8 .076 .030-.154 .139 .061 ~.0B% -.006 -.078 -.148 -.02 .061 .006 .2 .0R .1
13 240 05 .03-.08 .089-12-.088 .08-.05 .08 .08 .05-.006-.06 .84 .05 -.014-.08 .06
F B7 136 156 019 19 @6 - D6 0R -.006 176 135 161 -.(BR -.019 183 .131 118 .05 .00
G 76 -5 .06 -5 075 076 -.066 121 .00 .1 .02 .089 -.011 .073 -.(53 -.043 -.086 -.006 .29
H 186 .08 -.010 -.087 .07 -.0M -.(69 -.047 -.072 .176 .25 .20 .@ .05 -.00 .02 -.001 .077 .15
! 31 -.05-00-10 . .0R2-.08 .16 .02-.09-.02-.06 .30 .0 -.040 -.057 -1 -.013 .15
J 0N -0 -.050 .012 .0N -.130-132 .00 .0B .X%6 .61 .X9-.006 -.08 -.066 -.012 -.02 -.0&2 .055
K 23 22 27 B 155 0B -.159 .09 -.0B 109 .0%6 115 -.078 -.G76 .61 X6 211 .0k .17
L 126 -.050 -.080 .0 .045 -.08 -.159 @B -.135 %8 X2 .319 -.12 -.247 -.013 (B0 -.0% .08 .145
M 97 X9 2A48-.015 1R .6 -.078 -.052 -.00 .09 .0M .57 .065 -.0&2 .219 .X¥P .18 .100 .147
N 26 .05 0% 019 .08 .0B8-.127 141 0B -.09 -.108 -.049 .1 .46 .0BB 48 -.018 -.(B4 .66
0 068 -.096 -.114 -1 - @ -.0B -.006 -.09 ~.076 .23 .25 .20 -.@B5 -.137 -.127 -.093 -.29 - .048
P 31 50 G2 .07 10 -.015 -.143 135 .88 -.101 -.097 -.071 130 .08V .00 .00 -.047 -.0F 5%
Q 09 -.072 -2 -.09 .00 .01 -.057 - 1R -6 U8 35 .28 -.006 -.183 -.070 -.061 -210 .02 .08
R 8 > 29 I8 B9 -.@R-.12% 07 00 0% 02 .06 -0 -.086 263 X5 .5 .85 .72
S -0 03 0S5 .016-.112 130 .0/ -.077 -.078 -.159 .0F .66 070 -.G21 -.001 -.045 .04
T 1.00 .91 1% 1% B -8 - 140 .07 -.086 111 .0/ B -1 0B 2R O.316 155 -.016 0%
v 291 1.00 377 321 -7 -.0R 23 .16 -.116 -.108 ~.006 -.(B6 1B .47 &5 /B0 @6 .7
v 9% 377 1.00 30 451 -3 -.B1 195 105 .02 -.010 .4 -.057 085S .60 .61 680 -.006 .09
v 199 321 301.000 .21 .06 -.87 263 .17 -6 -.019 .055 -.061 .09 .4B .30 .356 -0 .08
X 33 .38 51 21 .00 -.077 -.045 146 136 -.006 -.017 088 -.(R4 .09 W07 .47 W6 .67 176
S -8 -7 -@6 .05 -.077 1.000 085 -.133 -.00 -.B6 -.00 .06 .B? .007 -.(B9 -.062 -.006 .100 -.048
% -0 -.0R-.01-.0867-.05 .0851.000 006 .055-.195-.160-.171 .20 .100 -.080 -.0B8 -.083 .051 -.10"
r 097 23 195 &3 146 -.133 006 1.000 .586 -.059 -.060 .O7S -.310 078 .1 .81 .10 -.011 .G57
B8 -0 . 1B 1B 1% -.00 .55 .38 1.000 -.157 -.12% .0 .157 %1 &0 .09 .1® .06 .06
P M -116 G2 -6 -.006 -.0B6 -.195 -.359 -.157 1.000 .8 .758 -.053 -.1R .067 .0% -.0M .07 -.0%
ko) .079 -.108 -.010 -.019 -.017 -.009 -.160 -.069 -.12% .69 1.000 .7¥ -.(36 -.1% .075 .081 -.081 .118 -.070
31 .@B1 -.006 .04 .B5 .8 .06-.171 05 B4 758 .79 1.000-.@8 .007 .00 .00 -.65 .09 .053
R -1R-.06-.057 -.061 -6 .B7 .20 -.310 157 -.033 -.(36 -.(28 1.000 .48 -.113 -.1(B -.128 -.011 170
= 0B 13 s .09 .09 .7 100 .08 .61 -.1R -.19 007 .48 1.000 -.0R -.019 -.0B .0% .1X
% 2R A7 630 W8 .7 -.B5-.080 1@ .60 .07 .05 .00 -.113 -0 1.000 .86 .40 -.01 177
5 36 W5 816 30 WM -2 -.088 .81 .09 .0% .0B1 .69 -.1@B -.019 .86 1.000 .72 -.010 .148
% 155 350 .60 356 &1 -.06-.083 170 .19 -.071 -.081 -.(5 -.128-.008 .60 .72 1.00 .0% .49
¥ -0 @6-u6-046 .67 100 .051-.011 .06 071 118 .009 -.0M .09 -.0%% -.010 .05 1.000 -.109
3 096 171 .09 .08 174 -.048 -1 057 .05 -.B9 -.00 .53 170 .1X .177 168 .049 -.109 1.000
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TABLE 18
INTER-CORRELATION MATRIX FOR THE 23 VARIABLES

CF THE YOUTH PERCEPTUAL INVENTORY
{COMBINED GROUP)

Scale A g C o E 3 ] H 1 J K L M N 0 P Q R S
A 1.000 .c&7 2% .18 .1 3917 3 3R .30 R L5045 61 o 3B B2 1D
B8 087 .00 B .26 -7 .OC .215-.050 2P 1R -.00 .06 .6 .07 -.006 .00 -.018 -.(1 .187
C A9 .B31.000 .48 158 181 458 .47 3R 186 057 .18 .049 177 081 .36 .42 .02 517
0 M8 .26 8100 B2 IR .8 0% .53% 110 .51 .08 .51 .195 .61 2R .108 .0S0 .353
g 18 -.@7 158 .62 1.000 .18 .15 410 135 306 135 287 145 LBt 140 QR .28 .077 .00
F 3 .00 181 R 185 LD TR OS5 159 .37 606 X3 419 .05 187 L16S .X6 .40 .19
G M7 215 458 58 .15 . ZR1.00 .213 .616 1B .12 .41 .09 248 153 .20 .159 .03 .3%8
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TABLE 18--Continued

Scale ¥ Z B X BV N R OB X% B % I 3B

-4
c
<
<
>
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variable would have with alienation from religion if there
were no other variables present (i.e., zero-order
correlation).

It is important to plot the values of the variables
before cumputing a correlation coefficient to detect non-
linear relationships. The Pearson correlation coefficient
is not an appropriate measure for such relationships for it
would not detect or would underestimate other relationships,
such as curvilinear.

The relationship between Scale A and each of the
other variables was plotted to determine if any other
relationship existed. It was found that the values of each
of the two variables clustered about a straight line on the

plots indicating that linear relationships existed.

Significance of the Correlations

In order to test the hypctheses of chapter 1, it
must be determined which of the correlations between Scale
A--Alienation from Religion--and the predictors are
statistically significant. The correlations among the
current students, the alumni, and the combined group are
presented in Tables 19, 20, and 21, respectively.

The first column is the correlation coefficient
between the dependent variable and the predictors. If the
value is close to 1, the two variables are highly related.
If the value is close to 0, no relationship exists. The

correlations are presented in descending order.
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TABLE 19

ORDERED CORRELATIONS BETWEEN SCALE A--ALIENATION FROM
RELIGION-—-AND THE OTHER VARIABLES (CURRENT STUDENTS)

Coefficient % of
of Variance
Variable Correlation Explained

V==Church Involvement . . . . . . . 0.56 31%
X--Belief in Adventist Doctrines . 0.50 25%
H--School Discipline . . . . . . . 0.44 19%
35--Attend Divine Service . . . 0.43 19%
36-—-Attend Adventist Youth Meetlng . 0.41 17%
J-—-Relationship with Teachers . . . 0.40 16%
34--Attend Sabbath School . . .- . 0.40 16%
K--Relationship with the Pastor .. 0.38 14%
U--Media Influence . . e e e 0.36 13%
F--Authoritarianism in Pastors .- . 0.35 12%
Q--Religious Sincerity of Teachers 0.35 12%
L-—-Interest of School Teachers . . 0.34 12%
M--Interest c¢f Church Pastors . . . 0.33 11%
C--Family Harmony . . . . . . . . . 0.30 9%
T--Peer Influence . . - e .. 0.28 8%
I--Relationship with Parents e 0.25 6%
R--Religious Sincerity of Pastors . 0.22 5%
S--Self Esteem . . . 0.22 5%
O--Teachers and Church Standards . 0.20 4%
D--Authoritarianism in Parents . . 0.15 2%
E--Authoritarianism in Teachers . . 0.15 2%
25-=-Gender . . . . . . . . . . . .. -0.15 2%
26-=Stream . . . . . . . . . . . .. 0.14 2%
28--Years in School . . . . . . . . -0.14 2%
29--Stay in Dormitory . . . . . . . 0.14 2%
G--Parental Discipline . . . . . . 0.12 1%
31--Years in Dormitory . . . . . . . 0.12 1%
W-—Concept of Religion . . - . 0.11 1%
33--Years of Church Membershlp - e -0.09 1%
32--Year of Baptism . . . e e -0.06 0%
37--Parental Marital Status .. . -0.06 0%
P--Religious Sincerity of Parents . -0.05 0%
B-—Autonomy from Parents . . . . . 0.03 0%
30--stay with Parents . . . . . . . 0.03 0%
38-—-Parental Church Status . . . . . -0.03 0%
27--Educational level . . . .. -0.02 0%
N--Parents and Church Standards .- . 0.01 0%

Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.



113
TABLE 20

ORDERED CORRELATIONS BETWEEN SCALE A--ALIENATION FROM
RELIGION--AND THE OTHER VARIABLES (ALUMNI)

Coefficient % of
of Variance
Variable Correlation Explained

V--Church Involvement . . . . . . . 0.51 26%

35--Attend Divine Service . . . 0.49 24%
K--Relationship with the Pastor .. 0.48 23%

M--Interest of Church Pastors . . . 0.48 23%

34--Attend Sabbath School . . . . . 0.47 22%
36—-Attend Adventist Youth Meeting . 0.46 21%
F--Authoritarianism in Pastors . . 0.43 19%

R--Religious Sincerity of Pastors . 0.43 19%

L--Interest of School Teachers . . 0.39 15%

X--Belief in Adventist Doctrines . 0.39 15%

H--School Discipline . . . . . . . 0.33 11%

U--Media Influence . . . 0.33 11%

Q--Religious Sincerity of Teachers 0.28 8%

T--Peer Influence . . .. 0.27 7%

J——Relatlonshlp with Teachers . . 0.26 7%

31--Years in Dormltory .. .o 0.25 6%
E--Authoritarianism in Teachers . . 0.21 4%

W--Concept of Religion . . . . . . 0.19 4%

38--Parental Church Status . . . . . 0.18 3%
29--Stay in Dormitory . . . . . . . 0.17 3%
B--Autonomy from Parents . . . . . 0.16 3%

C--Family Harmony . . . . . . . . . 0.14 2%

25--Gender . . . . . . . . . . . .. -0.13 2%
26—--Stream . . e e e e e e -0.13 2%
30--Stay with Parents e e e e 0.13 2%
G--Parental Discipline . . . 0.12 1%

O--Teachers and Church Standards . 0.11 1%

D--Authoritarianism in Parents .. 0.09 1%

I--Relationship with Parents . . . 0.09 1%

N--Parents and Church Standards . . 0.08 1%

27--Educational level . . . . . 0.08 1%
P-—Rellglous Sincerity of Parents . 0.05 0%

28--Years in School e e e e e e e 0.05 0%
32--Year of Baptism . . ce e -0.05 0%
37--Parental Marital Status - e .. -0.025 0%
S—-Self Esteem . . - e . 0.04 0%

33--Years of Church Membershlp e -0.01 0%
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TABLE 21

ORDERED CORRELATIONS BETWEEN SCALE A--ALIENATION FROM
RELIGION--AND THE OTHER VARIABLES (COMBINED GROUP)

Coefficient % of
of variance
Variable Correlation Explained

V--Church Involvement . . . . . . . 0.53 28%

35--Attend Divine Service . . - . 0.46 21%
K--Relatlonshlp with the Pastor .. 0.43 18%

X--Belief in Adventist Doctrines . 0.43 18%

34--Attend Sabbath Schcol . . . . 0.43 18%
36——Attend Adventist Youth Meetlng . 0.43 18%
M—-Interest of Church Pastors . . . 0.41 17%

F-—-Authoritarianism in Pastors . . 0.39 15%

H--School Discipline . . . . . . . 0.38 14%

L-~Interest of School Teachers . . 0.36 13%

U--Media Influence . . . .. 0.34 12%

J—~Relationship with Leachers e 0.33 11%

R--Religious Sincerity of Pastors . 0.32 10%

Q--Religious Sincerity of Teachers 0.31 9%

T-—-Peer Influence e e e . 0.28 8%

C-~Family Harmony 0.21 4%

E--Authoritarianism in Teachers 0.19 3%

31--Years in Dormitory . e e 0.18 3%
I--Relationship with Parents .. 0.17 3%

O--Teachers and Church Standards 0.16 3%

29--Stay in Dormitory 0.15 2%
W--Concept of Religion 0.14 2%

25-—-Gender . . -0.14 2%
S——-Self Esteem 0.13 2%

G--Parental Dlsc1pllne 0.12 1%

D--Authoritarianism in Parents 0.12 1%

B——Autonomy from Parents G.09 1%

30--Stay with Parents . 0.08 1%
38--Parental Church Status .. 0.07 0%
28--Years in School . . e e e .. -0.06 0%
37--Parental Marital Status e e e -0.06 0%
N--Parents and Church Standards . . 0.05 0%

32-—Year of Baptism . . . e -0.04 0%
33--Years of Church Membershlp . e -0.04 0%
26-—Stream . . . e e e e e e -0.01 0%
27--Educational level .. .- . 0.01 0%
P-—-Religious Sincerity of Parents . 0.00 0%
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The second column is the square of the correlation
coefficient which indicates the proportion ot the total
variability of one scale that is explained by the
variability of the second scale. If it is high, the two
scales vary together. If it is low, the two scales vary
independently. Therefore, the tables show the strength of

the relationships.

Current Students

Every correlation for the scales scored by the
current students as precented in Table 19 was significant at
the 0.05 level except Scales G--Parental Discipline, wW--
Concept of Religion: Legalism versus Relationship, P--
Religious Sincerity of Parents, B-—-Autonomy from Parents,
and N--Parents' Compliance with Church Standards.

For demographic items, the correlations with
attending church functions such as divine service, Adventist
Youth meeting, and Sabbath School were 0.43, 0.41, and 0.40
respectively. They were significant, and their
relationships with the dependent variable were strong. Each
factor explained more than 15% of the variance in the
alienation scores. Since students checked response 1 if
they attended church functions often and checked 5 if they
no longer attended, the result of all three items showed
that those who seldom attended or no longer attended were
more likely to be alienated from religion than those who

often attended cr attended regularly.
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Other demographic items such as gender, stream of
study, years spent in Adventist school, staying in
dormitory, and years spent in dormitory were significant.
But these relationships with the dependent variable were
weak. Each factor explained only 2% or less of the variance
in the alienation scores.

The correlation with gender was =-0.15. The negative
correlation indicated that males were more likely to be
alienated from religion than females. The correlation with
stream of study was 0.14. The correlation indicated that
students in the Englisb stream were more likely to be
alienated from religion than those in the Chinese stream.
The correlation with years spent in Adventist school was -
0.14. The negative coefficient showed that the more years
the adolescents spent in an Adventist school the more
alienated they became. The correlation with staying in
dormitory was 0.14. Those who did not stay in dormitory
were more allenated than those who stayed in dormitory.

Among the current students, there were significant
correlations with 25 of the 37 variables. But in several
cases the relationships were so weak that the variables had
little practical value as predictors of alienation from

religion.

Alumni
Every correlation for the scales scored by the

alumni as presented in Table 20 was significant at the 0.05
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level except Scales G--Parental Discipline, O--Teachers!
Compliance with Church Standards, I--Relationship with
Parents, N--Parents' Compliance with Church Standards, D--
Authoritarianism in Parents, P--Religious Sincerity of
Parents, and S--Self Esteem.

For demographic items, nine correlations were
significant. The correlations with attending church
functions such as divine service, Adventist Youth meeting,
and Sabbath School were 0.49, 0.47, and 0.46, respectively.
These relationships with the dependent variables were
strong. A similar pattern was evident with current
students. Each cf these factors explained more than 20% of
the variance in the alienation scores, 5% more than with
current students. The correlation with length of stay in
dormitory was 0.25. Since the adolescents checked a lower
number in response to higher number of years stayed in the
dormitory and a response of 5 to never stayed in a
dormitory, the results indicate that adolescents who stayed
in a dormitory for a shorter time were more likely to be
alienated than those who stayed for a longer time. Length
of stay in dormitory explained 6% of the variance in the
alienation scores.

Though demographic items parental church status,
dormitory residence, gender, and stream were significant,
their relationships with the dependent variable were weak.

Each of these factors explained less than 4% of the variance
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in the alienation scores.

The correlation with the parental church status was
0.18. Adolescents with non-Adventist parents were more
likely to be alienated from religion than those with at
least one Adventist parent. The correlation with the stay
in dormitory was 0.17. Adolescents who did not stay in the
dormitory were less positive toward religion than those who
stayed in dormitory. The correlation with gender was -0.13.
A similar condition was observed among the current students.
The correlation with the stream of study was -0.13. The
negative correlation among the alumni showed an opposite
result from current students. Adolescents who were in the
Chinese stream were more likely to be alienated from
religion than those in the English stream. The correlation
with "stay with parents" was 0.13. Subjects who stayed
with their parents while at school were more alienated than
those who did not stay with their parents.

There were significant correlations with 26 of the
37 variables. But in several cases the relationships were
weak, thus the independent variables had little practical
value as predictors of alienation.

Two of the 23 hypothesized and 3 of the 14
demographic items without significant correlation are the
same with both current students and alumni. Scales N--
Parents' Compliance with Church Standards, and P--Religious

Sincerity of Parents, educational level at the time students
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left the Adventist school, time when they were baptized, and
length of church membership have not been shown in this

study to have auy significant influence on alienation.

Combined Group

For the combined group of current students and
alumni, every correlation between the scales and alienation
from religion presented in Table 21 is significant at the
0.05 level except Scales N--Parents' Compliance with Church
Standards--and P--Religious Sincerity of Parents.

For demographic items, correlations with attending
church functions, divine service, Sabbzth school, and
Adventist youth meeting were 0.46, 0.43, and 0.43
respectively. They were significant and their relationships
with the dependent variable were strong. Each of these
factors explained more than 17% of the variance in the
alienation scores. Though other demographic items such as
years stayed in dormitory, staying in dormitory while at
Adventist school, and gender were significant, their
relations with the dependent variable were weak. Each of
these factors explained less than 4% of the variance in the
alienation scores.

As a whole, there were significant correlations with
27 of the 37 variables, but in several cases the
relationships were so weak that the independent variables
had little practical value as predictors of negative

attitudes toward religion.
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Testing of the Hypotheses

Hypotheses are stated in null form so that a
determination can be made whether they should be retained or

rejected.

Hypothesis 1. Negative attitudes toward religion

are not correlated with adolescents' perceptions that they
are not achieving autonomy.

For current students, a correlation of 0.03 with
Scale B--Autonomy--is not significant. Therefore the null
hypothesis is retained. It has not been shown that students
who perceive themselves to be under parental control are
more likely to have negative attitudes toward religion than
those who perceive themselves as able to direct their own
affairs.

For alumni, the correlaticn is significant at the
.05 level. Therefore the null hypothesis is rejected.
Alumni who feel they did not achieve autonomy are more
likely to have negative attitudes toward religion than those
who feel that they had freedom in the choices. At 0.16, the
relationship between Scale B and the dependent variable

accounts for 3% of the variance.

Hypothesis 2. Negative attitudes toward religion

are not correlated with adolescents' perceptions of
intrafamily disharmony in their parental homes.

The correlations with Scale C--Family Harmony--in
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both groups are significant at the 0.01 and 0.05 levels,
respectively. Therefore the null hypothesis is reiected.
Adolescents who perceive their homes as conflict-ridden are
more likely to have negative attitudes toward religion than
those who perceive their homes as happy and harmonious.
Among current students, the relationship at 0.30 accounts
for 9% of the variance. Among alumni, the relationship at

0.14 accounts for 2%.

Hypothesis 3. Negative attitudes toward religion

are not correlated with adolescents' perceptions of
authoritarianism in their parents.

For current students the correlation with Scale D--
Authoritarianism in Parents--is significant at the 0.05
level. Therefore the null hypothesis is rejected. Current
students who perceive their parents as authoritarian are
more likely to have negative attitudes toward religion than
those who perceive them as democratic. At 0.15, the
relationship accounts for 2% of the variance.

For alumni a correlation of 0.09 is not significant.
Therefore the null hypothesis is retained. It has not been
shown that alumni who perceive their parents as
authoritarian are more likely to have negative attitudes

toward religion than those who perceive them as democratic.

Hypothesis 4. Negative attitudes toward religion

are not correlated with adoiescents' perceptions of
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authoritarianism in their school administrators and
teachers.

The correlations with Scale E--Authoritarianism in
School Administrators and Teachers--for current students and
alumni are significant at the 0.05 and 0.01 level,
respectively. Therefore the null hypothesis is rejected.
Adolescents who perceive their school administrators as
authoritarian are more likely to have negative feelings
toward religion than those who perceive them as democratic.
For current students, the relationship at 0.16 accounts for
3% of the variance, and for alumni, the relationship at 0.21

accounts for 4%.

Hypothesis 5. Negative attitudes toward religion

are not correlated with adolescents' perceptions of
authoritarianism in their church pastors.

The correlations with Scale F--Authoritarianism in
Church Pastor--for both current students and alumni are
significant at the 0.01 level. Therefore the null
hypothesis is rejected. Adolescents who perceive their
pastors as authoritarian are more likely to be negative
toward religion than those who perceive them as democratic.
At 0.35 and 0.43 the relationships account for 12% and 19%
of the variance in the alienation of the current students
and the alumni respectively. At 0.35 and 0.43, the
relationships account for 12% and 19% of the variance in the

alienation of cuurent students and alumni, respectively.
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Hypothesis 6. Negative attitudes toward religion

are not correlated with adolescents' perceptions of the
severity and harshness of the discipline used by their
parents.

The similar correlations of 0.12 with Scale G--
Parental Discipline--for both current students and alumni
are not significant. Therefore the null hypothesis is
retained. It has not been shown that adolescents who
perceive parental discipline as severe are more likely to
have negative feelings toward religion than those who

perceive it as mild and reasonable.

Hypothesis 7. Negative attitudes toward religion

are not correlated with adolescents' perceptions of the
severity and harshness of the discipline used by their
school administrators and teachers.

The correlaticns with Scale H--School Discipline--
for both groups of current students and alumni are
significant at the 0.01 level. Therefore the null
hypothesis is rejected. Adolescents who perceive the
discipline used at their schcols as severe are more likely
to become negative toward religion than those who perceive
it as mild and reasonable. At 0.35 and 0.43 the
relationships account for 12% and 19% of the variance in

alienation in current students and alumni, respectively.
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Hypothesis 8. Negative attitudes toward religion

are not correlated with adolescents' perceptions of poor
interpersonal relationships, including the feeling of
unacceptance and the inability to discuss personal concerns,
with their parents.

For current students a correlation with Scale I--
Relationship with Parents--is significant at the 0.01 level.
Therefore the null hypothesis is rejectad. The current
students who perceive poor relationships, including the
feeling of non-acceptance and the inability to discuss
personal concerns, with their parents are more likely to
have negative attitudes toward religion than those who
perc:ive good relationships with their parents. At 0.25 the
relationship accounts for 6% of the variance in alienation.

For alumni a the correlation is not significant.
Therefore the null hypothesis is retained. It has not been
shown that adelescents who perceive poor relationships with
their parents are more likely to have negative attitudes
toward religion than those who perceive good relationships

with their parents.

Hypothesis 9. Negative attitudes toward religion

are not correlated with adolescents' perceptions of poor
interpersonal relationships, including the feeling of
unacceptance and the inability to discuss personal concerns,
with their teachers.

The correlations with Scale J-~Relationship with
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Teachers--for current students and alumni are significant at
the 0.01 level. Therefore the null hypothesis is rejected.
Adolescents who perceive poor relationships, including the
feeling of non-acceptance and the inability to discuss
personal concerns, with their teachers are more likely to
become negative toward religion than those who perceive good
relationsnips with their teachers. At 0.40 and 0.26, the
relationships account for 16% and 7% of the variance in

alienation in current students and alumai, respectively.

Hypothesis 10. Negative attitudes toward religion

are not correlated with adolescents' perceptions of poor
interpersonal relationships, including the feeling of
unacceptance and the inability to discuss personal concerns,
with their church pastors.

The correlations with Scale K--Relationship with
Pastors—-—for both groups of current studerts and alumni are
significant at the 0.01 level. Therefore the null
hypothesis is rejected. Adolescents who perceive poor
relationships with their pastors, do not feel accepted by
them, and/or do not feel free to discuss personal concerns
with them are more likely to become negative toward religion
than those who perceive good relationships with their
pastors in these areas. At 0.38 and 0.48 the relationships
account for 14% and 23% of the variance in alienation in

current students and alumni, respectively.
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Hypothesis 11. Negative attitudes toward religion

are not correlated with adolescents' perceptions of the
degree to which their Christian teachers at schools do not
personally care about them.

The correlations with Scale L--Interest of School
Teachers--for current students and alumni are significant at
the 0.01 level. Therefore the null hypothesis is rejected.
Adolescents who feel that their teachers did not care about
them are more likely to become negative toward religion than
those who feel that their teachers were caring. At 0.35 and
0.47, the relationships account for 12% and 22% of the
variance in alienation in current students and alumni,

respectively.

Hypothesis 12. Negative attitudes toward religion

are not correlated with adolescents' perceptions of the
degree to which their church pastors do not personally care
about them.

The correlations with Scale M--Interest of Pastors--
for current students and alumni are significant at the 0.01
level. Therefore the null hypcthesis is rejected.
Adolescents who feel that their pastors did not have
personal interest about them are more likely to become
negative toward religion than those who feel that their
pastors were caring about them. At 0.33 and 0.48, the
relationships account for 11% and 23% of the alienation

variance in current students and alumni, respectively.
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Hypothesis 13. Negative attitudes toward religion

are not positively correlated with adolescents' perceptions
of the degree to which their parents do not live up to the
life-style standards of the Adventist Church.

The correlations of 0.01 and 0.08 with Scale N--
Parents' Compliance with Church Standards--for current
students and alumni, respectively, are not significant.
Therefore the null hypothesis is retained. It has not been
shown that adolescents who perceive their parents as not
living up to the life-style standards of the Adventist
church are more likely to become negative toward religion

than those who see their parents as careful in this regard.

Hypothesis 14. Negative attitudes toward religion

are not correlated with adolescents' perceptions of the
degree to which their teachers do not live up to the live-
style standards of the Adventist Church.

For current students the correlation with Scale 0--
Teachers' Compliance with Church Standards--is significant
at the 0.01 level. Therefore the null hypothesis is
rejected. Students who feel that their teachers did not
live up to the life-style standards of the Adventist church
are more likely to become negative toward religion than
those who see their teachers as careful in this regard. At
0.20 and 0.11, the relationships account for only 4% and 1%
of the alienation variance in current students and alumni,

respectively.
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For alumni a correlation of 0.11 with this scale is
not significant. Therefore the null hypothesis is retained.
It has not been shown that alumni who perceive that their
teachers did not live up to the life-style standards of the
Adventist church are more likely to become negative toward
religion than those who see their teachers as careful in

this regard.

Hypothesis 15. Negative attitudes toward religion

are not correlated with adolescents' perceptions of the
insincerity of their parents' personal relationship with
God.

The correlations of -0.05 and -0.02 with Scale
P--Religious Sincerity of Parents--are not significant for
both current students and alumni, respectively. Therefore
the null hypothesis is retained. It has not been shown that
adolescents who perceive their parents as insincere and
hypocritical in their relationship with their religion are
more likely to become negative toward religion than those

who view their parents as genuine and sincere.

Hypothesis 16. Negative attitudes toward religion

are not correlated with adolescents' percepticns of the
insincerity of their teachers' personal relationship with
God.

The correlations with Scale Q--Religious Sincerity

of School Teachers--for both current students and alumni are
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significant at the G.01 level. Therefore the null
hypothesis is rejected. Adolescents who feel that their
teachers are hypocritical and insincere in their
relationship with God are more likely to become negative
toward religion than those who view their teachers as
genuine and sincere. At 0.35 and 0.26, the relationships
accounts for 12% and 7% of the alienation variance in

current students and alumni, respectively.

Hypothesis 17. Negative attitudes toward religion

are not correlated with adolescents' perceptions of the
insincerity of their church pastors' personal relationship
with God.

The correlations with 3cale R--Religious Sincerity
of Pastors--for both current students and alumni are
significant at the 0.01 level. Therefore the null
hypothesis is rejected. Adolescents who feel that their
pastors were hypocritical and insincere in their
relationship with God are more likely to become negative
toward religion than those who view their pastors as genuine
and sincere. At 0.22 and 0.43, the relationships account
for 5% and 18% of the alienation variance in current

students and alumni, respectively.

Hypothesis 18. HNegative attitudes toward reiigion

are not correlated with adeclescents' low self-esteem.

For current students, the correlation with Scale S--
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Self-Esteem—-is significant at the 0.01 level. Therefore
the null hypothesis is rejected. Students with low self-
esteem are more likely to have negative attitudes toward
religion than those with high self-esteem. At 0.22 the
relationship accounts for 5% of the alienation variance.

For alumni, a similar correlation of 0.04 with this
scale is not significant. Therefore the hypothesis is
retained. It has not been shown that alumni with low self-
esteem are more likely to have negative attitudes toward

religion than those with high self-esteen.

Hypothesis 19. Negative attitudes toward religion

are not correlated with adolescents' perceptions of the
negative influence that peers have on their behavior.

The correlations with Scale T--Peer Influence-—for
both current students and alumni are significant at the 0.01
level. Therefore the null hypothesis is rejected.
Adolescents who are negatively influenced by their peers
regarding religion are more likely to become negative toward
religion than those who are not so influenced. At 0.28 and
0.27, the relationships account for 8% and 7% of the
alienation variance in current students and alumni,

respectively.

Hypothesis 20. Negative attitudes toward religion

are not correlated with adolescents' perceptions of the

negative influence that the media have on their behavior.
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The correlations with Scale U--Media Influence--for
both current students and alumni are significant at the 0.01
level. Therefore the null hypothesis is rejected.
Adolescents who feel that they are negatively influenced by
the media are more likely to become negative toward religion
than those who perceive little media influence in their
lives. At 0.36 and 0.33, the relationships account for 13%
and 11% of the alienation variance in current students and

alumni, respectively.

Hypothesis 21. Negative attitudes toward religion

are not correlated with adolescents' perceptions of their
lack of opportunity for church involvement.

The correlations with Scale V-~Church Involvement--
for both current students and alumni are significant at the
0.01 level. Therefore the null hypothesis is rejected.
Adolescents who perceive little opportunity for involvement
in the ministry of their churches are more likely to become
negative toward religion than those who see ample
opportunity for church involvement. At 0.56 and 0.51, the
relationships account for 31% and 26% of the alienation

variance in current students and alumni, respectively.

Hypothesis 22. Negative attitudes toward religion

are not correlated with concepts of religion held by
adolescents as being more legalistic rather than a

relationship with a personal God.
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For current students, a correlation of 0.11 with
Scale W--Concept of Religion--is not significant. Therefore
the hypothesis is retained. It has not been shown that
students who see religion as a system of rules and
regulations are more likely to become negative toward
religion.

The correlations with Scale W for alumni is
significant at the 0.01 level. Therefore the null
hupothesis is rejected. Alumni who see religion as a system
of rules and requlations are more likely to become negative
toward religion than those who understand religion as
consisting of a personal relationship with God. At 0.19,

the relationships account for 4% of the alienation variance.

Hypothesis 23. Negative attitudes toward religion

are not correlated with adolescents' expressions of unbelief
in the doctrines of the Seventh-day Adventist church.

The correlations with Scale X--Belief in Adventist
Doctrines--for both current students and alumni are
significant at the 0.01 level. Therefore the null
hypothesis is rejected. Adolescents who express doubt
concerning the truth of Adventist doctrines are more likely
to become negative toward religion than those who express
agreement with them. At 0.50 and 0.39, the relationships
account for 25% and 15% of the alienation variance in
current students and alumni, respectively.

When current students and alumni are combined, it is
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observed that all the correlations are significant except
the correlations with Scales N--Parents' Compliance with
Church Standards--and P--Religious Sincerity of Parents.
Therefore, for the combined group, all the null hypotheses

are rejected except Scales P and N, which are retained.

Strongest and Weakest Influences

Of all the correlations between Scale A and the
predictors listed in Table 19 for current students, 8 of the
13 highest have to do with church experiences. School
experiences were next highest. Home experiences such as
Family Harmony did not rank higher than 14th on the list.

Of all the correlations between Scale A and the
predictors listed in Table 20 for the alumni, 9 of the 12
highest were concerned with church experiences. Again,
school experiences were next in importance. Home
experiences such as parental church status did not rank
higher than 19th on the list.

Of all the correlations between Scale A and the
predictors listed in Table 21 for the combined group,

8 of the 13 highest were concerned with church experiences,
and home experiences did not rank higher than 17th on the

list.

Intercorrelations Between the Predictors

In the testing of the various hypotheses, each

independent variable was considered as if it were the only

Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.



134
one in the study. However, to determine how the joint
influence of the variables is related to aiienation from
religion requires an additional procedure.

The last column of Tables 19, 20, and 21 lists the
percentages of the variance in the alienation scores
accounted for by each of the 23 predictors among current
students, alumni, and the combined group. If the
percentages of each of these three groups are added, the
totals equal 271%, 288%, and 258% respectively of the
variance explained. Because it is impossible to explain
more than 100% of variance, attitude studies always fall
short of explaining the full variance.

Several variables account for an equal proportion of
the variance. Because the independent variables are related
to each otrher, their explanation of the dependent variable
cannot be unique. While the listed proportions of the
variance explained are correct, they are not additive.

If all correlations among the predictors were 0.00,
it would be possible tc add the last columns of Tables 19,
20, and 21 and derive the variance accounted for by a
combination of all the independent variables in the study.
However, the intercorrelation matrices in Tables 16, 17,
and 18 indicate that there are substantial
intercorrelations.

Among current students, the correlations between

several scale couplings concerning church, school, and home
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influences are presented in Tables 22, 23, and 24,
respectively. Correlations between several scale couplings
concerning the same influences among alumni are presented in
Tables 25, 26, and 27. The same correlations are found when
the data of current students and alumni are grouped
together. These are presented in Tables 28 to 30.

Some of the intercorrelations are higher than the
highest correlation obtained between any one of the
predictors and the dependent variable. The highest
coefficient is 0.56 among current students, 0.51 among
alumni, and 0.53 among the combined group. Obviously there
is much overlap in the influence of the predictors on
alienation from religion. Thus, it is necessary to consider
the unique influence of each predictor after the influence
of the other variables has been partialed out. Multiple

regression makes this possible.

The Coefficient of Multiple Correlation

A critical function of the multiple-regression
program is to predict a score for each respondent on the
dependent variable based on a combinaticn of an individual's
scores on the independent variables. Each predictor score
is multiplied by an appropriate weight, and the iinear
combination of the resulting products yields the predicted
score. The weights are determined by the principvle of least
squares (i.e., the squared errors of prediction are

minimized for the particular data analyzed).
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TABLE 22

SCALE COUPLING CORRELATIONS CONCERNING CHURCH INFLUENCES
(CURRENT STUDENTS)

Scale Coupling Correlation Scale Coupling Correlation
F with K 0.62 K with V 0.32
F with M 0.24 K with X 0.29
F with R 0.48 M with R 0.27
F with Vv 0.19 M with V 0.18
F with X 0.27 R with X 0.29
K with M 0.47 V with X 0.32
K with R 0.48
F = Authoritarianism in Pastors
K = Relationships with Pastors
M = Personal Interests of Pastors
R = Pastors' Sincerity in Relgion
V = Opportunity in Church Involvement
X = Belief in Doctrines
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TABLE 23

SCALE COUPLING CORRELATIONS CONCERNING SCHOOL INFLUENCES
(CURRENT STUDENTS)

Scale Coupling Correlation Scale Coupling Correlation
E with # 0.36 H with Q 0.45
E with J 0.32 J with L 0.54
E with L 0.27 J with Q 0.43
E with Q 0.14 L with O 0.39
H with J 0.46 L with Q 0.47
H with L 0.55 O with Q 0.54
H with O 0.34
E = Authoritarianism in Teachers
H = School Discipline
J = Relationship with Teachers
L = Personal Interest of School
0 = Teachers' Compliance with Caurch Standards
Q = Teachers' Sincerity in Religion

TABLE 24

SCALE COUPLING CORRELATIONS CONCERNING HOME INFLUENCES
{(CURRENT STUDENTS)

Scale Coupling Correlation Scale Coupling Correlation
C with D 0.38 D with I 0.51
C with I 0.54
C = Family Harmony
D = Authoritarianism in Parents
I = Relationship with Parents
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TABLE 25

SCALE COUPLING CORRELATIONS CONCERNING CHURCH INFLUENCES
(ALUMNTI)

Scale Coupling Correlation Scale Coupling Correlation

F with K 0.59 M with R 0.50
F with M 0.57 M with Vv 0.25
F with R 0.46 R with Vv 0.23
F with Vv 0.16 R with W 0.18
F with X 0.18 R with X 0.26
K with M 0.70 V with W 0.32
K with R 0.54 V with X 0.45
K with Vv 0.23 W with X 0.22
F = Authoritarianism in Pastors

K = Relationships with Pastors

M = Personal Interests of Pastors

R = Pastors' Sincerity in Relgion

V = Opportunity in Church Involvement

W = Concept of Religion

X = Belief in Doctrines
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TABLE 28§

SCALE COUPLING CORRELATIONS CONCERNING SCHOOL INFLUENCES
(ALUMNI)

Scale Coupling Correlation Scale Coupling Correlation

E with H 0.46 H with L 0.55
E with J 0.32 H with Q 0.41
E with L 0.30 J with L 0.60
E with Q 0.30 J with Q 0.47
H with J 0.53 L with Q 0.59
E = Authoritarianism in Teachers

H = School Discipline

J = Relationship with Teachers

L = Personal Interest of School

Q = Teachers' Sincerity in Religion

TABLE 27
SCALE COUPLING CORRELATIONS CONCERNING HOME INFLUENCES
(ALUMNTI)
Scale Coupling Correlation Scale Coupling Correlation

B with C 0.31 C with G 0.49

B with G 0.25

B = Autonomy

C = Family Harmony

G = Parental Discipline
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TABLE 28

SCALE COUPLING CORRELATIONS CONCERNING CHURCH INFLUENCES
(COMBINED GROUP)

Scale Coupling Correlation Scale Coupling Correlation
F with K 0.60 M with R 0.39
F with M 0.42 M with Vv 0.22
F with R 0.47 M with X 0.13
F with Vv 0.18 R with Vv 0.17
F with X 0.20 R with X 0.26
K with M 0.59 V with W 0.22
K with R 0.51 V with X 0.37
K with V G.27 W with X 0.25
K with X 0.20
F = Authoritarianism in Pastors
K = Relationships with Pastors
M = Personal Interests of Pastors
R = Pastors' Sincerity in Relgion
V = Opportunity in Church Involvement
W = Concept of Religion
X = Belief in Doctrines
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TABLE 29

SCALE COUPLING CORRELATIONS CONCERNING SCHOOL INFLUENCES
(COMBINED GROUP)

Scale Coupling Correlation Scale Coupling Correlation
E with H 0.41 H with O 0.31
E with J 0.31 H with Q 0.43
E with L 0.29 J with L 0.57
E with O 0.14 J with © 0.21
E with Q 0.23 J with Q 0.44
H with J 0.49 L with O 0.40
H with L 0.55 L with Q 0.53

O with Q 0.54
E = Authoritarianism in Teachers
H = School Discipline
J = Relationship with Teachers
L = Personal Interest of School
0 = Teachers' Compliance with Church Standards
Q = Teachers' Sincerity in Religion
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TABLE 30

SCALE COUPLING CORRELATIONS CONCERNING HOME INFLUENCES
(COMBINED GROUP)

Scale Coupling Correlation Scale Coupling Correlation
B with C 0.23 D with G 0.55
B with D 0.23 D with I 0.56
B with G 0.22 D with N 0.20
B with I 0.21 D with P 0.20
B with P 0.09 G with I 0.62
C with D 0.48 G with N 0.25
C with G 0.46 G with P 0.29
C with I 0.58 I with N 0.21
C with N 0.18 I with P 0.24
C with P 0.24 N with P 0.70
B = Autonomy
C = Family Harmony
D = Authoritarianism in Parents
G = Parental Discipline
I = Relationship with Parents
N = Parents' Compliance with Church Standards
P = Parents' Sincerity in Religion
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Once a predicted score has been obtained for each
subject, the predicted scores for all subjects are
correlated with the actual scores received on the dependent
variable resulting in a coefficient of multiple correlation.

For current students, alumni, and the combined
group, coefficients of multiple correlation between
alienation from religion and the 23 independent variables
were 0.81, 0.79, and 0.77, respectively. These represent
substantial correlations for attitude studies. Not only are
the relationships strong, but an analysis of variance for
the multiple-linear regression shows that they are
significant beyond the 0.01 level. It can be concluded that
the combination of variables selected in the study of the
three groups is strongly related to alienation from
religion.

The square of the coefficient of multiple
correlation is R Square, sometimes called coefficient of
determination. It is a commonly used measure of the
goodness of fit of a linear model. For current students,
the coefficient of determination was 0.66, indicating that
66% of the variance in the alienation from religion scores
is being accounted for by a combination of the 23 variables
selected for this research design. For alumni, the
coefficient of determination was 0.62; and for the combined

group, 0.59.
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Best Model of Predictors

Each predictor score must be multiplied by an
appropriate weight to determine its influence in the
regression equation that predicts the score on the dependent
variable. These weights, which are called standardized
regression coefficients, are the coefficients of the
independent variables when all variables are expressed in
standardized (Z-score) form. The values of the weights are
contingent on the other independent variables in the
equation. They are also affected by the intercorrelations
of the independent variables. Each weight indicates the
change in the dependent variable with each change in the
predictor with which it is associated when the other
predictors in the regression are held constant.

By constructing a variety of regressiocon awdels from
the same set of variables and comparing the standardized
regression coefficients of each of the variables, a better
potential model for prediction can be established. To find
this better mcdel where all the predictors are significant,
the following methods were used: zero-ordered correlations,
correlations between the dependent variables and the entire
set of independent variables, forward stepwise selection,
and backward stepwise elimination. None of these variable
selection procedures is "best" in any absolute sense; they
merely identify subsets of variables that, for the sample,

are good predictors of the dependent variable.
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Current Students

Table 31 presents the summary of comparison among
current students. The first column of the table presents
the standardized regression coefficient of each of the
independent variables alone with the dependent variable
found in the zero-ordered correlations. It reveals that 25
of the 37 variables were significant.

The second column shows the significant standardized
regression coefficients when all the independent variables
were correlated with the dependent variables. Each
significant value denotes that the regression coefficient is
different from zero in the population and the variable with
which it is associated contributes significantly to the
regression after the influence of the other predictors is
taken into account. From this viewpoint, only Scales V--
Church Involvement, X--Belief in Adventist Doctrines, U--
Media Influence, M--Personal Interest of Church Pastors, T--
Peer Influence, and R--Religious Sincerity of Church
Pastors--made a significant difference. Four of these six
scales (V, X, M, and R) dealt with church influences.
Apparently, these four predictors accounted for such a large
portion of influences that the other church variables either
overlapped each other, explaining the same variance, or were
unable to make a unique and significant contribution.

Scales U--Media Influence-~-and T--Peer Influence--

concerned areas outside the scope of the church-related
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TABLE 31

COMPARISON OF STANDARDIZED REGRESSION COEFFICIENTS FROM
FOUR DIFFERENT REGRESSION PROCEDURES ASSOCIATED
WITH THE SIGNIFICANT VARIABLES
(CURRENT STUDENTS)

Individual Combined Forward Backward Best

Variable Variable Variables Stepwise Stepwise Model
V-—-Involvement 0.56%%* 0.22%x% 0.25%% 0.29%x% v
X--Doct. Belief 0.50*%* 0.19*% 0.22%% 0.27%% X
H--S. Discipline 0.44x*x* 0.18*% 0.19%x H
35--D. Service 0.43%%*

36--AY Meeting 0.41**

J-—Par. Relation 0.40%=*

34--Sab. School 0.40%x* 0.13%

K--Pas. Relation 0.38*%*

U--M. Influence 0.36%x% 0.15% 0.21%x% 0.21%x% U

F--Pas. Authority 0.35%x*
Q--T. Sincerity 0.35%=%

L=--S. Interest 0.34*%*

M--Pas. Interest 0.33*%* 0.18%x* 0.18%x% 0.17%x* M
C~-Family Harmony 0.30%** 0.19%*x  0.19%% C
T--Peer Influence 0.28x*%* 0.15%

I--Par. Relation 0.25%x

R-—Pas. Sincerity 0.22** -0.14x*

S--Self—-Esteem 0.22%%*

O--T. Standards 0.20%*

D--Par. Authority 0.15=*

E--T. Authority 0.15%
25—-—-Gender 0.15%*
26-—Stream 0.14*
28=-Yr. in Sch. -0.14% -0.12% -0.12% 28

29--Stay in Dorm. 0.14*

* Significant at the 0.05 level
** Significant at the 0.01 level
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predictors and, therefore, were able to make significant
contributions. None of the home-influence variables made a
significant contribution in the presence of the other
predictors.

The third column shows the standardized regression
coefficient in the forward-stepwise selection. Forward-
stepwise method is a combination of forward and backward
procedures. In forward selection, the first variable
considered for entry into the equation is the one with the
largest positive or negative correlation with the dependent
variable. To determine if this variable {and each
succeeding variable) is entered, the F value is compared to
an established criterion which is the probability associated
with the F statistic, called probability of F-to-enter (PIN)
of 0.05. 1In this case, a variable enters the equation only
if the probability associated with the F test is less than
or equal to the value of 0.05. While forward selection
starts with no independent variables in the equation and
enters them sequentially, backward elimination starts with
all variables in the equation and sequentially removes them.
Instead of criterion entry, a criterion removal the maximum
probability of F-to-remove (POUT) a variable can have, is
specified as the value of 0.01.

In the forward-~stepwise method, the independent
variable with the highest partial correlation with the

dependent variable and that passes entry criterion is
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entered first into the regression equation as in forward
selection. After the first variable is entered, it is
examined to see if it should be removed according to the
removal criterion as in backward elimination. 1In the next
step, variables not in the equation are examined for entry.
After each step, variables already in the equation are
examined for removal. Variables are removed until none
remain that meet the removal criterion. Variable selection
terminates when no more variables meet entry or removal
criteria. In this method, eight variables were selected.

The fourth column shows the standardized regression
coefficient in the backward-stepwise selection. In this
method, seven variables were selected at the 0.05 level.

The last column shows the best subsets chosen on the
basis of at least a subset of three significant standardized
regression coefficients occuRring in the variables among the
four equations. The seven best model of predictors found
for current students included Scales V-~-Church Involvement,
X-—-Belief in Adventist Doctrines, H--School Discipline, U--
Media Influence, M--Personal Interest of Church Pastors, and
C--Family Harmony, and the demographic variable of years

spent in Adventist schools.

Alumni
Table 32 presents a summary of the comparisons among
alumni. The first column shows that 24 of the 37 variables

were significant in the correlation coefficient matrix.
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TABLE 32

COMPARISON OF STANDARDIZED REGRESSION COEFFICIENTS FROM
FOUR DIFFERENT REGRESSION PROCEDURES ASSOCIATED
WITH THE SIGNIFICANT VARIABLES
(ALUMNI)

Individual Combined Forward Backward Best

Variable Variable Variables Stepwise Stepwise Model
V--Involvement 0.51*x* 0.28%x* 0.34*x* 0.35%*%* v
35--D. Service 0.49*x% 0.22%%* 0.24*% 35
K-~Pas. Relation 0.48%*x* 0.13%

M—-Pas. Interest 0.48%*x

34-~Sab. School 0.47%%*

36--AY Meeting 0.46*x

F--Pas. Authority 0.43x*x 0.19*x 0.25%x F
R--Pas. Sincerity 0.43*x

L—--8. Interest 0.39*x% 0.25*% 0.31*%* 0.33*x L

X—-=-Doct. Belief 0.39*xx*
H--S. Discipline 0.33%%*

U--M. Influence 0.33%xx
Q--T. Sincerity 0.28%x 0.15%*
T—-Peer Influence 0.27*x
J--T. Relation 0.26%%*
31--Yr. in Dorm. 0.25%x% 0.18%

E--T. Authority 0.21xx%
W-—-Rel. Concept 0.19*x
38—-—=Par. C. Stat. 0.18x*x
29—--Stay in Dorm. 0.17%*%*

B-—-Autonomy 0.16%
C--Family Harmony 0.14*
25--Gender -0.13%*
26--Stream -0.13%*
30--Stay Home 0.13+*

G-—Par Discipline 0.13*

* Significant at the 0.05 level
** Significant at the 0.01 level
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The second column shows that when all independent
variables were correlated with the dependent variables, only
four variables were found to have significant standardized
regression coefficients. The variable with the highest
correlation (V--Church Involvment) dealt with church
influence. Twoc variables (L--Personal Interest of School
Teachers, Q--Religious Sincerity of School Teachers) dealt
with school influences and a school-related demographic
variable (years spent in dormitory). None of the scales
were related to home-influence. In the forward-stepwise
selection, five variables with significant coefficients were
selected. In the backward-stepwise selection, four
variables with significant coefficients were selected.

The last column shows the best subsets chosen on the
basis of at least a subset of three significant standardized
regression coefficients found in the variables among the
four equations. The four best predictors found for alumni
included Scales V--Church Involvement, F--Authoritarianism
in Church Pastors, and L--Personal Interest of School
Teachers, and the demographic variable of frequency of

divine service attendance.

Combined Group

When current students and alumni are grouped
together, Table 33 presents a summary of the comparisocons
among this group of adolescents. Here 27 of the 37

variables were significant in the zero-order correlation.
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TABLE 33

COMPARISON OF STANDARDIZED REGRESSION COEFFICIENTS FROM
FOUR DIFFERENT REGRESSION PROCEDURES ASSOCIATED
WITH THE SIGNIFICANT VARIABLES
(COMBINED GROUP)

Individual Combined Forward Backward Best

Variable Variable Variables Stepwise Stepwise Model
V--Involvement 0.53*% 0.23%x 0.27*x 0.27*x* v
35--D. Service 0.46**

K--Pas. Relation 0.43%*%*

X--Doct. Belief 0.43*x% 0.15%xx% 0.15%*+%* 0.15%*x* X
34--Sab. Sch. 0.43*%*

36--AY Meeting 0.43%x* 0.11=% 0.15*x% 0.15%x* 36
M--Pas. Interest (0.41x*x 0.13%x 0.14=*x 0.14** M
F--Pas. Authority 0.39*x* 0.11*= O.11*=* F
H--S. Discipline 0.38%*«* 0.10%*

L--S. Interest 0.36%x% 0.16*=* 0.16*=* L
U--M. Influence 0.34*x* 0.12%x 0.14*x% 0.14*=* U
J--T. Relation 0.33*xx

R--Pas. Sincerity 0.32**

Q--T. Sincerity 0.31*x* 0.11% 0.14x*x 0.14%*x* Q
T--Peer Influence 0.28%*%*

C~-Family Harmony 0.21*x 0.10% 0.11*% 0.11*x% C
E--T. Authority 0.19**

31--Yr. in Dorm. 0.18*x

I--Par. Relation 0.17*x*

0--T. Standard 0.16*x%

29--Stay in Dorm. O0.15%*x

W—--Rel. Concept 0.14x*x*

25--Gender =~0.14** -0.07%* =0.09** -0.09*x* 25
S--Self-Esteem 0.13%

G—-—Par Discipline 0.12*

D--Par. Authority 0.12%*

B-—-Autonomy 0.09*

27--Educ. Level 0.01 -0.08%* -0.08*

* Significant at the 0.05 level
** Significant at the 0.01 level
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When all the independent variables were combined to
correlate with the dependent variables, 9 variables were
found to have significant standardized regression
coefficients. In the forward-stepwise selection, 11
variables with significant coefficients in the equation were
selected. In the backward-stepwise selection, the same 11
variables were selected.

The last column shows the 10 best subsets chosen are
Scales V--Church Involvement, X--Belief in Adventist
Doctrines, M--Personal Interest of Pastors, F--
Authoritarianism in Pastors, L-—-Personal Interest of School
Teachers, U--Media Influence, Q--Religious Sincerity of
Teachers, and C--Family Harmony, together with the
demographic items gender and frequency of attending

Adventist youth meeting.

Variance Explained in Order

The amount of variance accounted for by any
independent variable in a regression analysis depends upon
the particular order in which the variables are entered into
the equation. The addition of variables to the regression
equation results in decreasing prediction payoff. Thus, the
variables entered early have more of an opportunity to
account for a larger share of the total variance explained.
Little is left unexplained by the time later predictors are
added to the equation. Ordering of the variables that may

prove appropriate for current students, alumni, and the
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combined group is provided by using another stepwise
regression method. The purpose is to determine R square

changes and Betas in the best predictor models.

Current Students

A stepwise method was applied to the seven variables
included in the best model chosen for prediction for current
students. The method allowed all the seven variables to
enter the equation to determine the unique contribution to R
square change. Table 34 lists the standardized regression
coefficients of the variables and the cumulative proportion
of variance explained by those variables. This is the
squared correlation between the dependent variable and these
independent variables after the overlapping in the influence
of the independent variables in the equation has been
removed.

For the group of current students, Scale V--Church
Involvement-~with a correlation of 0.56 was selected first.
After Scale V was selected in step one and the
recalculations were made, Scale X--Beliefs in Doctrine-—had
the next largest partial correlation and the highest entry
criterion. Consequently, Scale X was selected in step two.
In the ordered correlation presented in Table 19 or the
first column of Table 31, Scale X also ranked second. These
seven variables accounted for 58% of the variance, leaving
8% to be explained by the last 15 variables together. 1In

fact, the first four variables accounted for nearly 51% of
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TABLE 34

STANDARDIZED REGRESSION COEFFICIENTS AND PROPORTION
OF VARIANCE UNIQUELY EXPLAINED BY EACH
VARIABLE IN THE BEST POSSIBLE MODEL
(CURRENT STUDENTS)

Step R?

# Variable Entered MR B R? Change
1 V--Church Involvement 0.555 (0.288** (0.308 0.308
2 X--Doctrinal Beliefs 0.649 0.266** (0.422 0.114
3 H--School Discipline 0.684 0.191** 0,468 0.044
4 U--Media Influence 0.711 0.209** 0.505 0.037
5 C--Family Harmony 0.735 0.192** (0.540 0.035
6 M-—Pastors' Per. Interest 0.653 0O.171*% 0.566 0.028
7 28--Years in Adv. School 0.762 ~0.120%* 0.580 0.014

MR = Multiple Correlation Coefficient
B, = Standardized Regression Coefficient
R = Proportion of Variance Explained
R? Change = Increment in R

* Significant at the 0.05 level
** Significant at the 0.01 level
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the variance, and the last three predictors accounted for 7%
of variance explained. Table 34 is a summary of the
stepwise program. For simplicity, all numbers were rounded
to three decimal places.

The three church-influence variables Scales V--
Church Involvement, X--Belief in Adventist Doctrines, and
M--Personal Interest of Pastors—-ranked first, second, and
sixth, respectively, in the stepwise program. These scales
made a significant contribution in predicting religious
alienation. One school-influence variable Scale H--School
Discipline--was selected third, one home-influence variable
Scale C--Family Harmony--was selected fifth, and the
relatively independent Scale U--Media Influence--was also an
important predictor. Although the contribution of years
spent in Adventist school was small, explaining only 1% of
variance, it was, nevertheless, significant. In other
words, Scales V, X, M, C, H, and U and years spent in
Adventist school can be used to predict alienation from

religion.

Alumni

Table 35 summarizes the stepwise program for the
four variables included in the best model for prediction
for alumni. These four variables accounted for 53% of the
variance, leaving 9% to be explained by the last 18
variables together.

Two church-influence variables Scales V--Church
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TABLE 35

STANDARDIZED REGRESSION COEFFICIENTS AND PROPORTION

OF VARIANCE UNIQUELY EXPLAINED BY EACH

VARIABLE IN THE BEST POSSIBLE MODEL

(ALUMNI)
Step R?
# Variable Entered MR B R? Change
1 V-=Church Involvement 0.506 0.346** (.256 0.256
2 L--School's Interest 0.662 0.334** 0.438 0.182
3 F--Pastors' Authority 0.703 0.249** 0.494 0.056
4 35--Divine Service Freq. 0.728 0.241** (0.530 0.036

MR = Multiple Correlation Coefficient

B
RZ
R® Change = Increment in R

* Significant at the 0.05 level
** Significant at the 0.01 level

= Standardized Regression Coefficient
= Proportion of Variance Explained
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Involvement--and F--Authoritarianism in Pastors--ranked
first and third, respectively, in the stepwise program. One
school-influence variable Scale L--Personal Interest of
School Teachers--was selected second. The frequency of
attending divine service was significant with a practical
value of 4% of variance explained. Therefore, for alumni,
Scales V, L, and F and frequency of attending divine service
added significantly to the prediction of alienation from

religion.

Combined Group

Table 36 summarizes the stepwise program for the 10
variables included in the best model for prediction for the
combined group of current students and alumni. These 10
variables accounted for 55% of the variance, leaving 4% to
be explained by the last 13 variables together. In fact,
the first 4 variables accounted for about 47% of the
variance, and the last 6 variables made only 8% of variance
explained.

Four of the first five predictors in the stepwise
program are church-influence scales. They were Scales V--
Church Involvement, F--Authoritarianism in Pastors, X--
Beielf in Adventist Doctrines, and M--Personal Interest of
Pastors. Two school-influence variables Scales L--Personal
Interest of School Teachers--and Q--Religious Interest of
School Teachers--were selected second and seventh,

respectively. A relatively independent variable Scale U--
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TABLE 36

STANDARDIZED REGRESSION COEFFICIENTS AND PROPORTION

OF VARIANCE UNIQUELY EXPLAINED BY EACH

VARIABLE IN THE BEST POSSIBLE MODEL

(COMBINED GROUP)

Step R?
# Variable Entered MR B R? Change
1 V-=Church Involvement 0.526 0.282** (0.277 0.277
2 L--School's Interest 0.624 0.149** 0.389 0.112
3 F-—-Pastors' Authority 0.662 0.122x* (0.439 0.050
4 X--Doctrinal Beliefs 0.689 0.139** (0.474 0.035
5 M--Pastors' Interest 0.704 0.146** (0.496 0.022
6 U--Media Influence 0.714 0.121** 0.509 0.013
7 Q-—Teachers' Sincerity 0.722 0.153** 0.522 0.013
8 36-—AY Attendance Frequency 0.731 0.146** 0.534 0.012
9 C--Family Harmony 0.738 0.099** 0.544 0.010

10 25--Gender 0.743 -0.091*%* 0.552 0.008

MR = Multiple Correlation Coefficient

** Significant at the 0.01 level

B3 = Standardized Regression Coefficient
R = Proportion of Variance Explained
R? Change = Increment in R?
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Media Influence--was selected sixth and a home-influence
variable Scale C--Family Harmony--was selected ninth.
Frequency of attending Adventist youth meeting and gender
were significant but with small value in prediction. For
all adolescents, Scales V, L, F, X, M, U, @, and C and
frequency of attending Adventist youth meeting and gender
added significantly to the prediction of alienation from

religion.

Solution With Deleted Variables

Current Students

In the study of current students, the first 3
variables selected in the stepwise program were Scales V--—
Church Involvement, X--Doctrinal Belief, and H--School
Discipline. Together they accounted for nearly 47% of the
variance in the alienation scores as compared with 66% of
all 23 variables. A stepwise multiple regression was
undertaken in the absence of these three primary predictors
and the 5 non-significant variakles.

From the remaining 15 independent variables, 6 were
selected before the prespecified stop-level was reached.
Table 37 presents the summary with all numbers rocunded to
three decimal places. The table indicates that this
regression explains only about 42% of the alienation
variance as ccmpared with 66% in the original regression.
Deleting Scales V, X, and H resulted in a loss of predicting

power by 24% of the variance accounted for by the three
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TABLE 37

SUMMARY OF STEPWISE REGRESSION PROGRAM
WITH EIGHT VARIABLES DELETED
(CURRENT STUDENTS)

Step R?
# Variable Entered MR 3 R® Change
1 J--Teachers' Relationship 0.401 0.149 0.161 0.161
2 U--Media Influence 0.523 0.307 0.274 0.113
3 M--Pastors' Per. Interest 0.572 0.160 0.327 0.053
4 Q--Teachers' Sincerity 0.607 0.201 0.368 0.041
5 C--Family Harmony 0.632 0.207 0.399 0.031
6 K--Pastors' Relaiosnhip 0.647 0.169 0.418 0.019

R = Multiple Correlation Coefficient
= Standardized Regression Coefficient
5 = Proportion of Variance Explained

M
B
R
R Change = Increment in R®
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scales in the full stepwise program. Gther variables have
been allowed to make a larger contribution when Scales V, X,
and H were not present.

In the absence of the three deleted church-influence
variables, Scale J-—-Relationship with Teachers—--became the
strongest of the school-related influences together with
Scale Q--Teachers' Sincerity in Religion. Scale C-~-Family
Harmony--maintained its importance in home influence. Scale
U--Media Influence--moved up to rank second in this stepwise
program. Scales M—--Personal Interest of Pastors-—-and K--
Relationship with Pastors--became two other important

church-influence variables.

Alumni

In the study of alumni, the first 3 variables
selected were Scales V, L, and F. Together they account for
about 49% of the variance in the alienation scores as
compared with 62% for all 23 variables. Another stepwise
program in the absence of these three primary predictors and
the 6 non-significant independent variables was performed.

From the remaining 14 predictors, 5 were selected
before the prespecified stop-level was reached. Table 38
presents the summary with all numbers rounded to three
decimal places. This regression explains only 41% of the
alienation variance as compared with 62% in the original

regression. Deleting Scales V, L, and F resulted in a loss
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TABLE 38

SUMMARY OF STEPWISE REGRESSION PROGRAM
WITH NINE VARIABLES DELETED

(ALUMNI)
Step . R?
# Variable Entered MR B3 R® Change
1 K--Pastors' Relationship 0.483 0.221 0.234 0.234
2 X--Doctrinal Beliefs 0.579 0.265 0.335 0n_101
3 M--Pastors' Per. Interest 0.605 0.220 0.367 0.032
4 J--Teachers' Relationship 0.625 0.170 0.390 0.024
5 U--Media Influence 0.637 0.139 0.406 0.016

MR = Multiple Correlation Coefficient

B_ = Standardized Regression Coefficient
R = Proportion of Variance Explained
R® Change = Increment in R?
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of predicting power by 21% of the variance accounted for by
the three scales in a full stepwise program.

Other variables have also made large contributions.
When the church-influence variables of Scales vV, L, and F
were absent, three other church-related variables became the
strongest predictors. Scales K--Relationship with Pastors,
X--Belief in Adventist Doctrines, and M--Personal Interest
of Pastors--ranked first, second, and third, respectively.
Scale J--Relationship with Teachers--became the most
important school-influence variable and Scale U--Media
Influence--also became an important predictor. No home-

influence variable was found in this regression.

Combined Group

When the data of current students and alumni are
grouped together, the first 3 variables selected were Scales
Vv, L, and F. Together they accounted for about 44% of the
variance in the alienation scores as compared with 59% for
all 23 variables. Still another stepwise program in the
absence of these three primary predictors and the 2 non-
significant independent variables was performed.

From the remaining 18 predictors, seven variables
were selected before the prespecified stop-level was
reached. Table 39 presents the summary with all numbers
rounded to three decimal places. This regression explains
only 44% of the alienation variance as compared with 59% in

the oriaginal regression. Deleting Scales V, L, and F
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TABLE 39

SUMMARY OF STEPWISE REGRESSION PROGRAM

WITH FIVE VARIABLES DELETED
(COMBINED GROUP)

Step R?
# Variable Entered MR B R? Change
1 X--Doctrinal Beliefs 0.430 0.27C 0.185 (.185
2 M--Pastors' Per. Interest 0.557 06.169 0.310 0.125
3 H--School Discipline 0.603 0.161 0.364 0.053
4 U--Media Influence 0.626 0.191 0.392 0.028
5 C--Family Harmony 0.646 0.149 0.417 0.025
6 Q--Teachers' Sincerity 0.657 0.131 0.431 0.014
7 K--Pastors' Relationship 0.666 0.146 0.444 0.013

MR = Multiple Correlation Coefficient
Standardized Regression Coefficient

2 Change = Increment in R

B =
R = Proportion of Variance Explained
R
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resulted in a lcss of prediction power by 15% of the
variance accounted for by the three scales in a full
stepwise program,

When the church-influence variables of Scales V, L,
and F were absent, three other church-related variables
became the strongest predictors. Scale X--Beliefs in
Adventist Doctrines--was the first in rank; Scale M--
Personal Interest of Church Pastors--was second, and Scale
K--Relationship with the Pastors--was sixth. Scales H--
School Discipline--and Q--Religious Sincerity of School
Teachers—-became the most important school-influence
variables, Scale C--Family Harmony--became the most
important home-influence variable, and Scale U--Media
Influence~-also became an important predictor.

The power of any variablc to predict alienation from
religion is related to the presence of other variables. A
variable usually does not predict more variance than the
square of its zero-order correlation with the dependent
variable, but it can predict far less if other predictors

have already explained much of the variance.

Solution With Home-Influence Variables

The strongest correlations with Scale A--Alienation
from Religion—--in this study for both current students and
alumni of the four mission s:hools in Hong Kong are with
church-related variables. It is of interest to investigate

what can be learned about the relationship of alienation
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from religion if church influences are not present.
Therefore, another stepwise program was performed with only
the seven variables directly related to home and family
(Scales B--Autonomy, C--Family Harmony, D--Authoritarianism
in Parents, G--Parental Discipline, I--Relationship with
Parents, N--Parents' Compliance with Church Standards, and
P--Parents' Sincerity in Religion) included.

Table 40 presents the summary of the stepwise
regression program for the current students with all numbers
rounded to three decimal places. Only Scale C was selected,
passed the entry criterion, and entered intc the equation.
The multiple correlation coefficient was about 0.30 compared
with 0.81 in the regression with all the 23 variables. The
R Square, which is the proportion of variance accounted for,
was 9%.

Table 41 shows that for the alumni, only Scale B has
entered into the equation. The multiple correlation
coefficient was 0.16 compared with 0.79 in the regression
with all the 23 variables. The proportions of variance
accounted for were 3% and 62% respectively.

For the combined group, Table 42 shows that only
Scale C has entered into the equation. The multiple
correlation coefficient was 0.21 compared with 0.77 in the
regression with all the 23 variables. The proportions of
variance accounted for were 4% and 59%, respectively. For

the three groups of adolescents in this study,
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TABLE 40

SUMMARY OF STEPWISE REGRESSION PROGRAM
WITH SEVEN HOME-INFLUENCE VARIABLES
(CURRENT STUDENTS)

Step R®
# Variable Entered MR B R® Change
1 C--Family Harmony 0.296 0.296 0.088 <(©.088
TABLE 41

SUMMARY OF STEPWISE REGRESSION PROGRAM
WITH SEVEN HOME-~INFLUENCE VARIABLES

(ALUMNI)
Step R®
# Variable Entered MR 3 R? Change
1  B--Autonomy 0.159 0.159 0.025 0.025

MR = Multiple Correlation Coefficient

B8 = Standardized Regression Coefficient
= Proportion of Variance Explained

R® Change = Increment in R?
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TABLE 42

SUMMARY OF STEPWISE REGRESSION PROGRAM
WITH SEVEN HOME-INFLUENCE VARIABLES
(COMBINED GROYP)

Step R?
# Variable Entered MR 5] R? Change
1 C--Family Harmony 0.209 0.209 0.044 0.044

MR = Multiple Correlation Coefficient
B_= Standardized Regression Coefficient
R7 = Proportion of Variance Explained
R® Change = Increment in R®
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church-related experiences had higher correlation with

alienation from religion than home influences.

Solution With School-Influence Variables

What is the relationship of alienation from religicn
with school influences when church influences are removed?
Similar stepwise programs were performed with only the six
variables directly related to schools, teachers, and
administrators (Scales E--Authoritarianism in Teachers, H--
School Discipline, J--Relationship with Teachers, L--
Persoanl Interest of School Administrators and Teachers, 0O--
Teachers' Compliance with Church Standards, and Q--Teachers'
Sincerity in Religion) included.

Table 43 presents the summary for current students
and shows that only two variables (Scales H and J) have
entered into the equation. The multiple correlation
coefficient was 0.49 compared with 0.81 in the regression
with all the variables, and the R Squares were 24% and 66%,
respectively.

Table 44 presents the summary for the alumni. Two
predictors (Scales L and H) have entered the equation. The
multiple regression coefficient was 0.41 compared with 0.79
in the regression with all the variables. The proportions
of variance accounted for were 17% and 62%, respectively.

Table 45 presents the summary for the combined
group. Three predictors (Scales H, L, and J) have entered

the equation. The multiple regression coefficient was
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TABLE 43

SUMMARY OF STEPWISE REGRESSION PROGRAM
WITH SIX SCHOOL-INFLUENCE VARIABLES
(CURRENT STUDENTS)

Step R?
# Variable Entered MR B R® Change
1 H--School Discipline 0.436 0.318 0.190 0.190
2 J--Teachers' Relationship 0.490 0.254 0.240 0.051
TABLE 44

SUMMARY OF STEPWISE REGRESSION PROGRAM
WITH SIX SCHOOL~INFLUENCE VARIABLES

(ALUMNTI)
Step R?
# Variable Entered MR 5] R® Change
1 L--School's Interest 0.385 0.295 0.148 0.148
2 H-—-School Discipline 0.409 0.164 0.167 0.019

MR = Multiple Correlation Coefficient
B = Standardized Regression Coefficient
R] = Proportion of Variance Explained
R? Change = Increment in R
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TABLE 45

SUMMARY OF STEPWISE REGRESSION PROGRAM
WITH SIX SCHOOL-INFLUENCE VARIABLES
(COMBINED GROUP)

Step R?
# Variable Entered MR 5] R? Change
1 H--School Discipline 0.382 0.231 0.146 0.146
2 L--School's Per. Interest 0.423 0.164 0.179 0.033
3 J--Teachers' Relationship 0.435 0.125 0.189 0.010

MR = Multiple Correlation Coefficient
B = Standardized Regression Coefficient
R} = Proportion of Variance Explained
R? Change = Increment in R?
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almost 0.44, compared with 0.77 in the regression with all
the variables. The preportions of variance accounted for
were 19% and 59% respectively. Again, for the three groups
in this study, church-related experiences had more
correlation with alienation from religion than school
influences.

Comparison With Dudley's and
Laurent's Research

Research by Dudley among Seventh-day Adventist
adolescents in 1977 has been foundational for other studies.
Dudley developed and administered the Y.P.I. to youth
attending Adventist academies in the United States; Laurent
utilized a modified Y.P.I. to gather his data from non-
Adventist, church-related teenagers in the United States;
and this study used a further modified Y.P.I. for the
Adventist students of the mission schools in Hong Kong.

It is therefore appropriate to compare the findings
from this study (Study C) with Dudley's (Study A) and
Laurent's (Study B) findings. For all three studies, a wide
spread of attitudes was identified with the inventory. Most
scales either occupied or came close to occupying the full
range of scores. In Study A, for every scale, the mean was
found on the positive side of the attitude continuum. In
Study B, only Scale B--Peer Influence--was positioned on the
negative side. In Study C, Scales E--Authoritarianism in

Teachers, N--Parents' Compliance with Church Standard, p--

Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.



173
Parents' Sincerity toward Religion, T--Peer Influence, and
V--Church Involvement--were positioned on the negative side,
two of these five scales being home-influenced variables.

For studies A, B, and C, the results of Scale A--
Alienation from Religion, the key document in the
inquiries--revealed mean scores per item of 2.2, 2.09, and
2.21, respectively, were on the positive side of the
attitude continuum. These scores indicate that the majority
of the adolescents in all these studies should not be
considered alienated from religion.

The reliability coefficient for Scale A in Study A
was 0.93. The coefficient for Scale A in Study B was 0.87.
And the coefficient for Study C was 0.84.

Of 400 students in Study &, 63 received negative
scores on Scale A, indicating 16% of the sample was
alienated from religion. Of 390 students in Study B, 50
scored negatively on Scale A, indicating 12.8% of the sample
manifested an overall alienation from religion. But of 364
adolescents in Study C, 27 indicated negative scores on
Scale A, showing about 7% of the sample as having a negative
attitude toward religion.

An item-by-item analysis of Scale A in Study A
revealed that 206 of 400 students gave a strong negative
response to one or more items. This score suggested that
52% of the youth in Study A were alienated from some aspect

of their religion. The numbers for Study B were 197 of 390
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students, representing 51%. Study C was 119 of 364
adolescents, representing only 33%.

The item in Scale A that elicited the most
alienation from religion in Study A was "Most sermons that I
hear are quite interesting" with a mean score of 2.91. This
statement ranked third in the descending order of alienation
elicited in Study B with a mean score of 2.69, but continued
to rank first place in Study C with a mean score of 2.93.

In Study B, the item in Scale A that ranked the highest was
one that revealed negative feelings about the church: "I
look forward more to having fun on Saturday night than I do
to going to church on Sunday morning" (3.20).

The item in Scale A that elicited the least
alienaticn in Study A was "I am glad wo be able to attend an
Adventist school" with a mean score of 1.69. The item in
that position in Study B was "My church really cares about
its teenagers" with a mean score of 1.55; in Study C, it was
"Religion is forced on me by my parents" with a mean score
of 1.41.

Study A showed that the strongest relationship
between Scale A--Alienation from Religion and a predictor
was with Scale O--Sincerity of Teachers, at 0.60, explaining
36% of the variance. 1In Study B, the primary predictor was
Scale C--Opportunity for Church Involvement--with a
correlation of 0.64, explaining 41% of the variance in the

alienation score. In Study C, the strongest predictor was
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the same as in Study B, but with a correlation of 0.53,
explaining 28% of the variance in the alienation scores.
Table 46 shows the comparison of the standardized regression
coefficient of the best predictor models in the three
studies.

All Y.P.I. scales studied in Study A and Study B
which were not correlated with religious alienation were
rejected except for the one concerning the relationship
between Scale A and Parents' Compliance with Church
Standards. In Study C all null hypotheses not correlated
with religious alienation were rejected except Parents'
Compliance with Church Standards and Religious Sincerity of
Parents.

In Study A, the first five predictors with the
highest correlations with the dependent variable were
concerned with Adventist school experiences. In both
Studies B and C, four of the best five predictors dealt with
church experiences.

In Study A, home experiences did not rank higher
than 6th, while 10th was the highest ranking for a home-
influence variable in Study B, and 17th in Study C.

Media Influence, Self-Esteem, and Peer Influence
were three predictors that were not included in Study A.
They ranked 3rd, 6th, and 7th, respectively, in Study B and
made significant contributions to explaining the variance.

While they maintained their strength throughout the
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TABLE 46

COMPARISON OF STANDARDIZED REGRESSION COEFFICIENTS
OF THE BEST PREDICTOR MODELS
BETWEEN THREE STUDIES

Study A Study B Study C
Step
# Variable MR Variable MR Variable MR
1 Tea. Sincerity .597 Chr. Involve .639 Chr. Involve .526
2 Par. Relation .644 Pas. Relation .681 Sch. Interest .624
3 Doc. Belief .676 Media Influence .699 Pas. Authority .662
4 Tea. Interest .694 Self-Esteem .710 Doc. Belief .689
5 Rel. Concept .701 Par. Standards .722 Pas. Interest .709
8 Parent as SDA .705 Pas. Sincerity .732 Media Influence .714
7 Tea. Relation .708 Doc. Belief .739 Tea. Sincerity .722
8 Par. Discipline .712 Peer Influence .743 Attend AY .731
9 Gender .714 Par. Marital S. .746 Family Harmony .738
10 Family Harmony .716 Gender .748 Gender .743
11 Autonomy .718 Par. Sincerity .750C
12 Par. Relation .752

Parent as SDA = Length of time of parents as SDA
MR = Multiple Correlation Coefficient
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analysis, Peer Influence was selected 2nd in the stepwise
program when the three primary predictors of Church
Involvement, Relationship with Pastors, and Media Influence
were deleted. But in Study C, they ranked 12th, 27th, and
15th, respectively. Only Media Influence maintained its
strength throughout the analyses, and it was selected 4th in
the stepwise orogram when the three primary predictors of
Church Involvement, Personal Interest of Teachers, and

Authoritarianism in Pastors were deleted.

Free-Response Items

At the end of the Youth Perceptual Inventory was a
blank sheet of paper and instructions to complete two of the
three open-ended questions. The first question was Item
152--"The feelings I have when I think of my religion are

." If the subject still attended the Adventist
church, he/she was to complete Item 153A--"I still attend
Adventist church because "-—-as his/her second open-
ended question. If the subject no longer attended the
Adventist church, he/she was to complete the alternative
statement in Item 153B--"I no longer attend Adventist church
because *~-as his/her second free-response question.
Although the data gathered from these free-response items
were not analyzed statistically, it was felt that the
responses would add a valuable dimension to the research.

The response of each subject to Likert-type items

was restricted to areas covered by the inventory. But these

Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.



178
free-response items made it possible for adolescents to
express themselves freely in areas of choice with regard to
religion. These open-ended questions provided adolescents
with the opportunity to vent their emotions and to interpret
their religious understanding and experiences. At the same
time, this provides parents, teachers, pastors, and youth
workers with the opportunity to understand the mind of the
adolescent.

0f the 165 current Adventist students who completed
the inventory, only 10 chose not to respond to the free-
response items. Of the 199 Adventist alumni, 40 left the
page blank. When the two groups are combined, 86% responded
to the free-response items. Feelings of the 314 adolescents
ranged from short answers to thought~provoking statements
several paragraphs in length. Table 47 presents a summary
of the responses to the open-ended statements.

Table 48 presents the summary of the responses to
each of the three free-response items. Of the 155 current
students who responded to Item 152--"The feelings I have
when I think of my religion are ;" 114 responded to
Item 153A--"I1 still attend Adventist church because

" and 41 responded to the alternative statement in
Item 153B--"I no longer attend Adventist church
because -" Of the 159 Adventist alumni who responded
to the first free-response statement in Item 152, 99

responded to Item 153A, while 60 responded to Item 153B.
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TABLE 47

SUMMARY OF RESPONSES TO
FREE-RESPONSE ITEMS

Response Students Alumni Total

Blank 10 40 50

Responded 155 159 314

Total 165 199 364
TABLE 48

SUMMARY OF RESPONSES TO EACH OF THE
FREE-RESPONSE ITEMS

Sample
Group Item 152 Item 153A Item 153B
Current
Students 155 (49%) 114 (36%) 41 (13%)
Alumni 159 (51%) 99 (32%) 60 (19%)
Total 314(100%) 213 (68%) 101 (32%)
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Representative selections from the 314 responses for each of
the three items can be found in Appendix D.

"The Feelings I Have When
I Think of My Religion"

A summary of the responses of current students to
item 152--"The feelings I have when I think of my religion
are " is given in Table 49. Of the 155 students who
responded to this item, 59% expressed positive feelings.
Among 93 positive responses, 61 expressed their emotions in
simple terms such as "joy" and "excited," 15 expressed their
feelings as experiences with God, 10 as experiences with
Bible truth, and 7 as experiences in church. Others
expressed mixed feelings, 23%; no feelings, 12%; and
negative feelings, 6%.

A summary of the responses of alumni to item 153A is
given in Table 50. Of the 159 alumni, 71% expressed
positive feelings. Of these, 42 expressed their emotions in
simple terms, 49 related experiences with God, 12 as
experiences with Bible truth, 9 as experiences in church.
0f the other 47 alumni, 18% expressed mixed feelings; 4%, no

feelings; and 7%, negative feelings.

"I Still Attend Adventist Church"

A summary of the responses of current students to
item 153A--"I still attend Adventist church because
" is given in Table 51. Of the 114 students who

responded to this item, 40% stated that they go to church
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TABLE 49

FREE RESPONSE ITEM ONE
(CURRENT STUDENTS)

"The feelings I have

when I think of my

religion are:"

Type of Response # of Response %
Positive emotion 61 39
Positive experience with God 15 10
Positive experience with truth Y 6
Positive experience in church 7 4
Mixed feelings 35 23
No feeling 18 12
Negative feelings 9 6
Total 155 100
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TABLE 50

RESPONSE ITEM ONE
(ALUMNI)

"The feelings I have

when I think of my

religion are:"

Type of Response # of Response %

Positive emotion 42 26
Positive experience with God 49 32
Positive experience with truth 12 7
Positive experience in church 9 6
Mixed feelings 29 18
No feeling 6 4
Negative feelings 12 7
Total 159 100
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TABLE 51

FREE RESPONSE ITEM TWO
(CURRENT STUDENTS)

"I still attend Adventist church because:"

Type of Response # of Response E3
Interest and desire 46 40
Commandment and duty 25 22
Positive experiences 25 22
Sccial reasons 8 7
Forced 8 7
Others 2 2
Total 114 100
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because they have an interest and desire in spiritual
growth. About 22% have positive religious experiences or
positive feelings toward the church and church members,
another 22% feel that it is the duty of an Adventist, 7%
enjoy fellowship and friends, another 7% eXpress negative
feelings of being forced, and 2% gave miscellaneous
responses.

A summary of the responses of alumni to item 1S3A is
given in Table 52. The expressed reason that ranked second
among the current students ranked first among the alumni.
Of the 99 alumni who answered Item 153A, 38% go to church
because they have either positive religious experiences or
positive feelings toward the church and church members.
About 31% go to church because they desire spiritual
exXxperiences and improvement. About 14% feel that it is a
Christian obligation to attend church. About 9% express
that the Adventist church is a true church that embraces
more Biblical truth than others. This is a reason which is
not flund among the current students. About 5% enjoy the
social aspect of the church, and 3% have other reasons."

"I No Longer Attend Adventist
Church"

A summary of the responses of current students to
Item 153B--"I no longer attend Adventist church because
"--is given in Table 53. Results show that 36% of

the 41 current students who responded to this item expressed

Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.



185

TABLE 52

FREE RESPONSE ITEM TWO
(ALUMNI)

"T still attend Adventist church because:"

Type of Response # of Response %
Positive experiences 38 38
Interest and desire 30 30
Commandment and duty 14 14
True church 9 9
Social reasons 5 5
Miscellaneous 3 3
Total 99 99
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TABLE 53

FREE RESPONSE ITEM THREE
(CURRENT STUDENTS)

"I no longer attend Adventist church because:*"

Type of Response # of Response %
Sabbath problem 15 36
Opposition from home 9 22
Problem with people 7 17
Church services 4 10
No longer believe 2 5
Miscellaneous 4 10
Total 41 100
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having problems in keeping Sabbath. Opposition from parents
ranked second. About 22% expressed that they have pressure
from home, and 17% expressed that there were poor
relationships between adolescents and the church. About 10%
felt that church services were boring, 5% declared that they
no longer believed in God, and 10% gave other reasons.

A summary of the responses of alumni to Item 153B is
given in Table 54. Results showed that more than half of
the 59 alumni gave as the reason for not attending church
the problem of keeping Sabbath. Conflict between Sabbath
keeping and work or study was the major problem encountered
by them. The second reason concerned poor relationships
between adolescents and the church. About 17% expressed
dislike of church members; unattractive church services
ranked third. About 9% considered church services either
boring or irrelevant. About 5% felt lazy, and 12% gave

other reasons.

The item that elicited the most negative attitude
from both current students and alumni was uninteresting
sermons. Many church institution leaders, who preach often,
carry more than one responsibility. Some are assigned to
part-time Ccnference office work beside their major
responsibility and some, teaching work. It may be that they
do not have sufficient time to know what youth are thinking,

or they may be too busy to prepare sermons that are
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TABLE 54

FREE RESPONSE ITEM THREE
(ALUMNI)

"I no longer attend Adventist church because:"

Type of Response # of Response %

Sabbath problem 33 57
Problem with people 10 17
Church services 5 9
Laziness 3 5
Miscellaneous 9 12
Total 60 100
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interesting and relevant to adolescents. It may also be
that ministers ought not to be given preaching assignments
for which they cannot lead appropriately.

The school-related item that elicited the most
negative attitudes from current students concerned
unhappiness while attending Adventist school. Because some
84% of the current Adventist students came from non-
Adventist families, it is hypothesized that without
Adventist support at home, these Adventist students would
tend to seek support from the school where they meet
Adventist teachers everyday. Unhappiness could be
occasioned by a perceived lack of concern and guidance at
school. Many Adventist teachers have not been trained with
the philosophy of Christian education and students can be
treated in a way that disappoints such Adventist students.

It is natural for Adventist alumni to seek support
from the church since 90% of them came from non-Adventist
homes. But unhappy experiences in church is one of the
items that elicited the most negative of attitudes because
many of the members in the congregation, being the teachers
or administrators of the young people, were not able to
perform in this double role.

Other items that elicited the most negative
attitudes from alumni concerned restrictive church standards
and non-enjoyable vouth activities. Local church youth

ministry leaders seem to be inadequately equipped to nurture
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young people and to guide them in dealing with conflicts in
life due to inadequate training.

Of the three best predictors of religious
alienation, two were church-related. It is conjectured that
some church leaders may not have been trained to plan
programs and activities together with young people of the
church, and they may not have carried out their church
functions in such a way as to utilize and mobilize the
young. As a result young people were not given positions,
opportunities, and guidance to develop their potential in
church life.

When seven family-related variables were considered
and all other influences were not present, only Scale C--
Family Harmony--was selected by the stepwise regression
program, and the other six variables were not in the
equation. Obedience to one's elders is still widely
practiced in Hong Kong in general. Children do not openly
question their parents' authority or even the discipline
they receive, though they may not have opportunity to enjoy
the close relationship with parents found in some Western
cultures. Since about 88% of the Adventist adolescents come
from non-Adventist homes, when the Christianity they embrace
is brought home, it may become a threat to family unity.
Disagreement and criticism result in pressure to Adventist

young people. This study observed that current students do
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not demand autonomy, but for alumni, autonomy in the home
becomes an issue.

When only the six school-influence variables were
used, school discipline, relationship with teachers, and
personal interest of teachers entered the regression
equation. Authoritarianism among teachers, teachers'
compliance with church standards, and teachers' sincerity in
religion were found to be insignificant. t is conjectured
that when there is no Adventist support at home, Adventist
young people turn to Adventist teachers whom they see almost
every day for close personal relationship and guidance.
Thus, the kindness, concerns, and interest that teachers and
school administrators show are considered more important
than the church doctrines they believe and the church

standards they hold.
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CHAPTER V

SUMMARY, CONCLUSIONS, AND RECOMMENDATIONS

Summary of the Problem

This study was concerned with the religious
attitudes of and the problems perceived by the Adventist
adolescents of all four Adventist mission schools in Hong
Kong. That a number of adolescents who attend or have
attended Adventist school and church should reject the
teachings and life-style advocated by that school or church
is a critical problem for those ministering to young people.

This research investigated potential relationships
between attitudes toward religion and certain other
variables. Variables were selected on the basis of this
study's foundational theory that religious attitudes and
feelings in Adventist young people correspond to their
relationships with parents and home, teachers and school,
pastors and church, peer groups, their own self-concepts,
and media influence, especially when these relaticnships
concern religious values. The theory was developed from a
review of relevant literature and 20 years of personal
observation.

This theory was subdivided into 23 research

192
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hypotheses. Six were concerned with influence upon the
young people of mission secondary schools. Seven dealt with
aspects of home influence. Seven were concerned with
influences from church environment including concepts and
beliefs about religion. Three examined the adolescents'
perceptions of peer influence, media influence, and self-

concept.

Summary of the Methodology

The population for this study consisted of secondary
school students attending or having attended in the past 5
vears 2any of the four Adventist mission schools in Hong
Kong. Lists of names of Adventist adolescents were secured
from all the schools, the local churches, and friends.

The instrument utilized was the Youth Perceptual
Inventory developed by Dudley (1977), modified by Laurent
(1986), then further modified, translated into Chinese
ianguage, and validated. The inventory consists of 151
items divided into a number of Likert-type attitude scales.
Responses were made on OpScan answer sheets.

One major scale measured alienation from religion.
Twenty-three other scales were devised to collect data to
test 23 research hypotheses. The inventory aiso included 14
demographic items. Two additional free-response items
provided opportunity for the adolescents' expression of
feelings regarding religion.

The data were collected over a period of 6 weeks in
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the summer of 1992. The school chaplain of each school
served as the liaison to administer the inventory to all
current students. Conference personnel made the contacts to
administer the inventory to alumni. Complete anonymity was
guaranteed to subjects.

The data collected were analyzed with the SPSS
program at the Center for Statistical Services at Andrews
University. The major statistical method used was multiple
regression analysis. Correlations between alienation from
religion and other variables were examined from several
perspectives. Frequency, count, plot, and forward-stepwise

and backward-stepwise regression procedures were utilized.

Summary of the Findings

Proportion of Alienated Subjects

An interpretation of the alienation scores indicates
that 8% of the current student population and 7% of the
alumni population might be considered as having negative
attitudes toward religion in general. In other words, it
suggests that an average of 7% of the Adventist population
who have attended Adventist mission schcols in Hong Kong
might be considered to have negative attitudes toward
religion. The result appears to be low when it is compared
to similar studies on American youth. It is felt that
Chinese are more conservative than Americans in general, and
cultural differences may have an impact on the findings.

Another interpretation of the alienation scores
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through item-by-item inspection suggests that 36% of the
current student population and 30% of the alumni population
are negative toward some aspect of their religion. Over all
subjects, 33% have negative attitudes toward som= aspects of
their religion.

Alienation in the Individual
Items of Scale A

The items that elicited the most negative attitudes
from current students concerned uninteresting sermons,
unhappiness while attending Adventist schools, restrictive
church standards, not feeling accepted in church, and non-
enjoyable church youth activities.

The items that elicited the most negative attitudes
from alumni concerned uninteresting sermons, restrictive
church standards, church not being like a family, church not
caring for the youth, non-enjoyable church youth activities,

and unhappy experiences in church.

Correlation Among the Variables

For current students, correlations between the
alienation-from-religion scale and the other scales were all
significant at the 0.01 level except Scales S-~Self-Esteen,
and D--Authoritarianism in Parents, which were significant
at the 0.05 level, and G--Parental Discipline, W--Concept of
Religion, P--Religious Sincerity of Parents, B--Autonomy,
and N--Parents' Compliance with Church Standards, which were

not significant. The strength of the significant
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correlations ranged from 0.15 to 0.56.

For alumni, correlations between the dependent
variable of alienation from religion and the independent
variables were all significant at the 0.01 level except B--
Autonomy, C--Family Harmony, and G--Parental Discipline,
which were significant at the 0.05 level, and O--Teachers'
Compliance with Church Standards, I--Relationships with
Parents, N--Parents's Compliance with Church Standards, D--
Authoritarianism in Pareats, P--Parents' Sincerity in
Religion, and S--Self-Esteem, which were not significant.
The strength of the significant correlations ranged from
0.13 to 0.51.

Among the home influences studied, for current
students, family disharmony, poor relationships with
parents, and authoritarianism in parents were positively
correlated with negative religious attitudes. Harsh
parental discipline, lack of religious sincerity in parents,
failure to achieve autonomy, and parents' noncompliance with
church standards were not significantly correlated with
negative religicus attitudes.

For alumni, failure to achieve autonomy and harsh
parental discipline, together with family disharmony, were
positively correlated with negative attitudes toward
religion. Poor relationships with parents, parents'
noncompliance with church standards, authoritarianism in

parents, and lack of religious sincerity in parents were not
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correlated with negative attitudes toward religion.

When current students and alumni were grouped
together, all the home-influence variables were positively
correlated with alienation from religion except parents'
noncompliance with church standards and lack of religious
sincerity in parents.

Among the school influences examined for current
students, all variables including authoritarianism in
teachers, harsh school discipline, poor relationship with
teachers, little personal interest of teachers, teachers'
noncompliance with church standards, and lack of religious
sincerity in teachers were positively correlated with
negative religious attitudes. For alumni, all variables
except teachers' noncompliance with church standards were
positively correlated with religious alienation.

For current students, among the church influences
examined, all variables including authoritarianism in
pastors, poor relationship with pastors, little personal
interest of pastors, lack of religious sincerity in pastors,
lack of opportunity in church involvement, the concept of
religion as legalism rather than relationship, and unbelief
in Adventist doctrines were positively correlated with
negative attitudes toward religion. Fcr alumni, all
variables except the legalistic concept of religion were
positively correlated with negative religious attitudes.

Further, for current students, detrimental
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influences on religion from both the media and peers and a
negative self-concept were positively correlated with
negative religious attitudes. For alumni, harmful
influences on religion from both the media and peers were
positively correlated with negative religious attitudes, but
poor self-concept was not significantly correlated with
negative attitudes tcward religion.

Of the 14 demographic items for current students,
less frequency in attending church functions such as Sabbath
School, divine service, and youth meeting were significant
predictors of alienation with correlations of G.40, 0.43,
and 0.41, respectively, at the 0.01 level. Although male
students, English stream of study, the more years spent in
Adventist schools, and not staying in dormitory were
significant at the 0.95 level, the relationships were only
0.15 or 0.14.

For alumni, less frequencv in attending all three
church functions were positively correlated with negative
attitudes toward religion. Further, shorter length of stay
in dormitory, non-Adventist parents, and not staying in
dormitory were significant predictors of alienation at the
0.05 level with correlations of 0.25, 0.18, and 0.17,
respectively. Although male students, Chinese stream of
study, and staying with parents were significant at the 0.0S
level, their relationships were only 0.13.

As a whole, 8 of the 13 highest correlations dealt
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with the influences of the church; school-influence
variables ranked 2nd, and no home-influence variable ranked
higher than 17th. Tkz2 influences of media and peers and
self-esteem ranked 12th, 15th, and 27th, respectively.

Coefficient of Multiple
Correlation

The coefficients of multiple correlation between
alienation from religion and a linear combination of the 23
variables for current students, alumni, and the combined
group were 0.81, 0.79, and 0.77, respectively. These
numbers signify that about 66%, 62%, and 59% of the variance
of the alienation scores, respectively, is accounted for by

the variables selected for the study.

Best Model of Predictors

After comparing the standardized regression
coefficients between the zero-ordered correlations,
correlations between the dependent variables and the entire
set of independent variables, and forward- and backward-
stepwise regression methods, the best possible models of the
predictors were found. The predictors in the best possible
model for current students were Scales V--Church
Involvement, X~-Belief in Adventist Doctrines, H--School
Discipline, U--Media Influence, C--Family Harmony, and M--—
Personal Interest cf Pastors.

The predictors in the best possible model for alumni

were Scales V--Church Involvement, F-—-Authoritarianism in
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Pastors, and L--School's Personal Interest.

The first among the best predictors, and at the same
time the only one shared between current students and
alumni, was opportunity for church involvement. When the
two groups of subjects were combined, the predictors in the
best possible model were the combination of the two groups
with a dropout of Scale H--School Discipline--and the

addition of Scale Q--Religious Sincerity of Teachers.

Variance Explained in Order

In determining the value of each of the variables in
the best predictor models, stepwise method was used. For
current students, Scales V-—-Church Involvement, X--Belief in
Adventist Doctrines, and H--School Discipline, were the
leading predictors. Following in descending order were
Scales U--Media Influence, C--Family Harmony, and M=--
Personal Interest of Pastors. For alumni, the primary
predictors were Scales V--Church Involvement, L--Personal
Interest of School Teachers, and F--Authoritarianism in
Pastors. When the two groups were investigated as a whole,
the first three predictors were Scales V, L, and F.

Following in descending order were Scales X, M, U, Q, and C.

Home-Influence Variables

The coefficients of multiple correlation between
negative attitudes and the home-related variables for

current students, alumni, and the combined group were 0.30,
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0.16, and 0.21, respectively. These correlations indicated
that about 9%, 3%, and 4%, respectively, of the alienation

variance in this study were explained by home influences.

School-Influence Variables

The coefficients of multiple correlation between
negative attitudes and the school-related variables for
current students, alumni, and the combined group were 0.49,
0.41, and 0.44, respectively. These correlations indicated
that about 24%, 17%, and 19%, respectively, of the
alienation variance in this study were explained by school

influences.

Free—Response Items

On the three free-response items, a total of 314
Adventist students and alumni responded, while 50 did not
answer. As Kangas (1988) pointed out, the interpretation of
these items for the term "religion" did not carry a
consistent meaning to all subjects. She said,

The results therefore represented a "free
association" concept of thinking with the word religion.
This approach revealed the first response of the
teenagers to their concept of religion instead of a
concept structured by a formal definition. (p. 116)

The responses indicated that to the youth the term

religion comprised the following meanings: truth from Bible,
church members, and one's personal relationship with God.

Of the 155 current students who responded to the

statement "The feelings I have when I think of my religion
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are /" 114 responded to the statement "I still
attend Adventist church because " 41 responded to
the statement "I no longer attend Adventist church because

" and only 10 chose not to answer. Of the 155
students, 94 expressed generally positive feelings toward
their religion, 9 expressed generally negative feelings, and
52 expressed ambivalent feelings.

Of the 114 students who responded to the guestion
why they still attend Adventsit church, 104 expressed the
positive reasons of personal interest, duty, positive
experiences, and social reasons, while 9 expressed the
negative reasons of coercion on the part of authority
figures.

On the same free-response items, of the 159
Adventist alumni who responded to the statement "The
feelings I have when I think of my Religion are oM
99 declared that they still attended the Adventist church,
60 stated that they no longer attended the Adventist church,
and 40 chose not to answer. Of the 159 alumni, 112
expressed generally positive feelings toward their religion,
12 expressed generally negative feelings, and 35 expressed
ambivalent or mixed feelings.

Of the 99 alumni who responded to the question why
they still attend Adventist church, all expressed the
positive reasons of personal interest, duty, positive

experiences, and social reasons, with an additional element

Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.



203
of pride toward their church, which was not mentioned by the

current students.

Conclusions

An examination of the findings that have been
presented suggests the following conclusions:

1. The perceptions of adolescents have a strong
influence on their attitudes, feelings, and behavior. Two
adolescents may perceive the same religious leader
differently from which each may develop different attitudes
and feelings toward religion. Therefore, it is important
that parents, teachers, and religious leaders endeavor to
manifest qualities asscciated with positive attitudes and
feelings toward religion. It may not be enough tor youth
pastors or school chaplains to have a personal interest in
the welfare of the adolescents--they must communicate such
interests so that the adolescents perceive them correctly.

2. The Adventist young people surveyed revealed a
wide range in all of the attitudes covered by the inventory.
For current students, 8 cf the 24 scales were found on the
negative side of each attitude continuum. For alumni, 6
scales were found negative. When the two groups were
combined, 5 scales were found to be negative. In other
words, the majority were found on the positive side of each
attitude continuum.

3. Most Adventist adolescents surveyed are not

generally negative toward their religion, but 8% of the
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students and 7% of the alumni might be considered as such.
The result appears to be low when it is compared to similar
studies on American youth. It is felt that Chinese are more
conservative than Americans in general, and cultural
differences may have an impact on the findings.

4. As many as 36% of the current students and 30%
of the alumni might be considered alienated from or having
problems with one or more aspects of their religion.

5. The theory which formed the foundation of this
study was supported. Negative feelings and alienation from
religion among the Adventist students and alumni surveyed,
with correlations of 0.81 and 0.79 respectively, were highly
correlated with the quality of their relationships with
parents and home, teachers and school, pastors and church,
peer groups, their own self-concepts, and media influence,
especially when these relationships concern religious
values.

6. Aspects of religion that elicited the most
negative attitudes and feelings among the current students
were uninteresting sermons, unhappiness in attending
Adventist schoocls, restrictive church standards, not feeling
accepted in church, and finding church youth activities not
enjoyable. Among the alumni, they were uninteresting
sermons, restrictive church standards, church not being like
a family, church not caring for the youth, finding church

activities not enjoyable, and unhappy experiences in church.
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7. Although most of the variables studied made a
significant contribution in their own right to the
understanding of religious attitudes and feelings, there was
considerable overlap among them due to intercorrelations.
Therefore, if control could be achieved over the right
combination of several variables, those that remain would
add little to the prevention of negative attitudes and
feelings toward religion, but perfect control over the types
of variables being discussed is not possible.

For example, to expand the opportunities for church
involvement does not ensure that every Adventist young
persen would take advantage of those opportunities; to have
Adventist doctrines well taught and explained does not mean
that everyone will accept and believe; and to enhance the
relationship with a pastor does not gquarantee a close
pastor-member relationship. Yet the attempt should be made
to change every variable in a positive direction to increase
positive attitudes toward religion.

8. Among the Adventist yvoung people surveyed,
perceptions about their church experiences were more highly
correlated with negative attitudes and feelings than
perceptions about their schools and homes. This might
possibly result from the fact that the great majority of the
parents are non-Adventists and that half of the teachers in
the mission schools are non-Adventists. Thus the church

becomes the major representative of Adventism. Involvement
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in church, democracy among pastors, doctrinal teaching,
personal interest of pastors, relationships with church
leaders and various church experiences played the major role
in determining attitudes toward religion. This places a
heavy responsibility upon pastors, school chaplains,
conference youth workers, and any person responsible for
ministering to young people in the church setting.

9. After the church-related variables, the most
important predictors of negative attitudes toward religion
were the school-~related variables. The most important
school-~related predictors were the adolescents! perceptions
of the personal interest and the religious sincerity of
their teachers.

10. The most important home-related variable
concerned harmony in the hcme.

11. After the church-, school-, and home-related
variables, the most important predictor of negative
attitudes toward religion was the negative influence of the
media.

12. The most fruitful area in which to work for the
reduction or prevention of negative feelings toward religion
among Adventist adolescents in Hong Kong is in improving the
opportunity for involvement in church activities and
functions. An involvement in conjunction with close
guidance from church leaders and a quality relationship

between the adolescents and religious leaders would seem to
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predict more positive attitudes toward religion.

13. Most Adventist young people surveyed believe
the doctrines of the church are true. The unbelief
expressed was related to the negative attitudes toward
religion. It is unlikely that an intellectual rejection of
the doctrines is leading to negative attitudes toward
religion in these young people. Therefore, it can be
concluded that such attitudes toward Adventist doctrines
arise as emotiocnal hostility increases in some alienated
adolescents, leading them to deny the truth of Adventist
teachings.

14. Adventist alumni who understand Christianity as
a personal relationship with God are more likely to hold
favorable attitudes toward religion than those who believe
religion consists of earning God's favor. The same
relationship to a lesser extent was found among current
students. This suggests the importance of presenting the
gospel in a grace-oriented framework by whomever is
ministering to secondary school students.

Specific Recommendations for Those
Who Minister to Adolescents

From the conclusions in the study, recommendations
can be formulated for those privileged to help Adventist
adolescents in the formation of their religious attitudes

and values.
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For Church Leaders

L. The majority of the adolescents surveyed
indicated that Sabbath sermons were not interesting. The
inventory item that evaluated the interest level of the
Sabbath sermons elicited more negative reaction than any
item on the alienation-from-religion scale. Church leaders
who preach often should involve themselves more in youth
functions so that they can understand adolescents better and
be able to plan and prepare sermons that are interesting and
relevant to them.

2. Among the best predictors of reduced alienation
from religion, the opportunity of church involvement ranked
first. There is a need for activities that give adolescents
a sense of purpose and an opportunity to express and affirm
their faith. Adolescents should be helped to discover their
unique spiritual gifts for responsibilities in the church
and service in the community. Seminar or training courses
on spiritual gifts can be conducted to guide and equip
adolescents to fill positions of responsibility and service
that have been specifically created for them. The
involvement of adolescents in church life is a conscious
declaration of their faith and, at the same time, an
important aspect of their identity quest. Their faith is
kept vibrant when they experience active participation. It
should be a goal of the church to lead adolescents to the

faith-sharing and service level.
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3. Church leaders should understand the
psychological development of adolescents and take
responsibility for caring for them. The church should seck
ways to help adolescents feel accepted and a part of the
church, to experience the church as a close-knit family, and
to gain self-worth and positive experiences in the church.

4. Church should provide opportunities for
adolescents to express both negative and positive feelings,
successes and problems. An atmosphere should be created in
which the adolescents' questions are welcomed and their deep
needs freely addressed.

5. Adolescents' ideas for programs and activities
should be solicited and implemented. Adventist youth should
seek to find ways to exert a positive Adventist influence on
non-Adventist peers through enjoyable and wholesome
alternatives to secular rock music, television programs, and
movies.

For School Administrators and
Teachers

1. Bible classes should have a balance in their
emphases on the learning of content material and personal
Christian growtn. The primary purposes of Bible classes are
to make the Scriptures relevant for today's needs and
profitable to the adolescents so that not only will they
enjoy attending religious classes but they will also

increase their level of spirituality.
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2. The mission school should be more student-
oriented. Faculty should be given opportunity to study to
understand the adolescents so that they may know how to
express their concerns for the students and to develop a
positive relationship with them. For many of the students,
truth is determined by what they experience in
relationships. Through the establishment of friendships
with teachers, students may gain positive school experiences
and develcp positive religious attitudes.

3. The mission school should provide students with
the opportunity to share in formulating and enforcing the
rules and regulations by which they live. Forums should be
provided where the school can listen to the opinions and
needs of the students.

4. The mission school should be more gospel-
oriented and provide an atmosphere conducive to positive
feelings and attitudes toward religion. Salvation by faith
through grace should be emphasized, personal communication
should be stressed, and the spirit of forgiveness should be
practiced so that the students may experience the joy of
Christian life.

5. Adventist teachers are charged with the
responsibility of molding the spiritual values of the
students. Therefore, they should be honest and living
examples to students in their sincerity in religion and in

their compliance with church standards. They are the models
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of life-styles that reflect Christ's character, thus giving
adolescents as little cpportunity as possible to claim adult

hypocrisy as a reason for rejecting religion.

For Parents

1. Parents should provide enough quality time for
their adolescents and be readily available to them.
According to Brown {(1990) the lack of access to parents by
adolescents increases their use of media. But much of the
media's influences are opposed to the values of parents. To
counter the negative impact, parents should attend training
courses or seminars conducted by the church on topics such
as parenting, understanding adolescents, or ways of
communicating with adolescents. There is an urgent need for
parents to explore the principles and ways of guiding
adolescents and how to pass on their positive values.

2. Parents need to have a better understanding of
adolescent psychology and a heightened awareness of youth's
feelings, attitudes, and develovpmental tasks.

3. Parents should allow youth input at home in
formulating and enforcing the rules and regulations by which
they live. VYouth want to choose their own values. A mature
approach to religicn requires new freedcms, autonomy, and
creativity. This may require major adjustment on the part
of parents for they are considered authority figures in
Chinese culture. Approaches should be taken in such a way

that Chinese culture is kept in harmony with the needs of
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growing youth in the changing society.

4. Parents should initiate a process that will lead
to autonomy, independence, and self-requlation. Whenever
adolescents demonstrate a capacity for being responsible,
they should be rewarded with increased self-government. A
major goal of parents should be this inner-directed,
individual, moral decision-making--prompted by personally
owned religious commitments.

5. Parents who are responsible for molding the
characters cof their children should be models to them by
demonstrating self-control and self-government through
family harmony.

6. Parents need to provide warmth and moral support
to their children who search for meaning in life. For
Chinese, the parent-child relationship ranks high in the
hierarchy of family structure and it lasts a life-time;
therefore, parents have a strong influence on their
children. Since the majority of the Adventist adolescents
in Hong Kong come from non-Adventist families with
traditional religious backgrounds, meetings, seminars, and
workshops can be conducted, or materials can be sent, to
orient the parents with the religious dimensions of
Adventist schools and churches, with the emphasis on harmony
between Confucius' teachings and Christianity. This may
help the parents to understand what the schools and churches

are doing and to provide more support for their children.
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Recommendatioris for Further Research

Several lines of further investigation are suggested
by the present study. Data were gathered in this study from
all four mission schools in Hong Kong under the South China
Island Union Mission. A survey of the mission school in
Taiwan under the same Union Mission could be undertaken and
results compared with this study.

A similar study could be conducted in the Chinese
mission school in Singapore and results compared with Hong
Kong and Taiwan.

An investigation of non-Adventist, church-related
schools in Hong Kong could be conducted and the results
compared with that of Hong Kong Adventists.

Although the missiorn school is the most effective
agency of church growth when ccompared with other means, the
majority of the students do not accept the teachings and
life-style taught by the school. A study of youth who are
non-Adventists could be initiated to look for correlations
between religiosity and a number of independen* variables so
that Adventist mission schools can become better
evangelistic agencies for non-Adventists. Such a study

might call for a major revision of the Y.P.I.
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April 30, 1992

(Sample letter to
the principals of
the mission schools.)

Dear

I am glad that I am already in the final phase of my
doctoral study in Religious Education at Andrews University.
I hope to earn a doctorate as scon as possible. I am eager
to return home to serve our voung people there. Your
assistance in my research at this stage is crucial.

My dissertation research is A Study of the Religious
Attitudes of and Prcblems as Perceived by the Current and
Former Seventh-day Adventist Students at Seventh-day
Adventist Mission Secondary Schools in Hong Kong. In this
project I will study all the current Adventist students in
all our four Adventist secondary schools in Hong Kong and
those Adventists who have left any of the four schools
within the past five years. I think we all want to know why
many of our teenagers get turned cff to religion so that
parents, pastors, and school officials and teachers can do a
more effective holding job. Having spent fifteen years as
teacher, minister, youth leader,and school administrator; I
have a tremendous personal burden for this subject. I hope
to make a contribution in this area. Therefore, ycur help
at this point of my study is essential to a new
understanding of how we can hold the young people for Christ
and His church.

My research design requires the students to fill out a
specially designed inventory. Most young people can
complete this Youth Perceptual Inventory within an hour.

Now there are three things I would like you to help:

1. Have your academic dean arrange a time and a place for
the current Form/Middle 1-4 Adventist students to meet so
that the liaison person designated by the Conference can
conduct the research survey.

2. Have your secretary prepare a copy of a name list with
telephone numbers and baptismal dates of all the current
Adventist students in Form/Middle 5 and 6. Please send a
copy to the liaison person designated by the Conference.
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3. Have your secretary send me a copy of a name list with
addresses, telephone numbers, and baptismal dates of all the
Adventist students from Form/Middle 1 to 6 who have
graduated or left the school within the past 5 years (school
year of 1986-1987 to 1990-1991). Please also send this copy

to the liaison person.

When the time and place for the current Adventist students
to meet have been arranged, I will send the liaison person
copies of the inventories and complete instructions. He/she
will then have the students fill out the inventories and
will mail them back to me. When the study is completed, the
results will be made available to you if you desire. Strict
precautions to preserve anonymity will be taken, and at no
time will the results of individual students or individual
schools be identified. DATA WILL NOT BE ANALYZED BY SAM YUK
SECONDARY SCHOOLS OR HONG KONG-MACAO CONFERENCE.

This study is being undertaken under the advice of Dr. Roger
Dudley, who head the . Dr. Dudley is an expert in youth
ministry and studies. He is a pioneer on the subject of
alienation of American Adventist youth from religion. He is
presently involve in a 10-year longitudinal study of

from 1988. He has also contributed greatly on the
Valuegensis report which involved a nation-wide study on
American Adventist young people. I am very much please to
have him chairs my dissertation committee. Furthermore, I
have the permission and support from Pastor Chapman Wong,
the president and education director of Hong Kong-Macau
Conference.

Thank you so much for your help. 1I'll appreciate it if the
two lists can be prepared, and the time and place for the
participation of the inventory can be arranged as early as
possible.

Sincerely your co~worker,

Daniel Chuah, Doctoral Candidate
Andrews University

550 Maplewood Ct. D-74

Berrien Springs

MI 49103

(616) 471-6747
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DESIGNATION FORM

From:

To:

Our schooi will cooperate in this important ycuth research
project.

The staff member who will act as liaison person for the
inventories is:

I would like an abstract of the findings when the study is
complete. Yes No

Signature

Date
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May 31, 1992

(Sample instruction
letter to the
liaison persons

at schools.)

Dear Pastor

I am sure by now you have read my letter to your school
principal regarding a significant research I am undertaking.
Your principal has indicated to me that you are the best on
your staff to act as a liaison person for collecting
information from selected students at your mission secondary
school, and that you would carry out the assignment in your
usual responsible manner. I appreciate very much your
willingness to help.

I believe you will agree that youth's attitude toward
religion is an extremely important topic. Those of us who
are teachers, parents, and youth leaders need to know
especially why so many of our teenagers are turning away
from the church, particularly those who have graduated from
or left the mission secondary schools. We have some good
information in the Spirit of Prophecy and in the writings of
modern psychologists but no actual research studies have
been done with Adventist adolescents in Hong Kong.

I am now attempting such a study by surveying the Adventist
young people in and from all four Adventist mission
secondary schocls. This study will measure the attitudes
toward religion by using complex statistical analyses and
modern computer technology.

Yet the key to the success of this study is getting back the
data from the students, especially those who have left the
school. This is where your services are so much needed.
Without you, it will be impossible to proceed.

There are two packets along with this letter:

1. Packet A: (Do not mix the contents in Packet A with
those in Packet B.)

a. The Youth Perceptual Inventory for current
Adventist students.
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b. OpScan answer sheets. A few extra answer sheets
are being provided in case of spoilage.

C. An addressed envelope in which to send me the
completed OpScan answer sheets.

d. A follow-up letter.

2. Packet B: (Do not mix the contents in Packet A with
those 1n Packet B.)

a. The Youth Perceptual Inventories for Adventist
alumni.

b. OpScan answer sheets. A few extra answer sheets
are being provided In case of spoilage.

c. An addressed envelope in which to send me the
completed OpScan answer sheets.

d. A follow-up letter.

Regarding the procedure, please read carefully the
following:

1. Administering to Form/Middle 1-4 Adventist students:

a. Use the provided original copy of the Youth
Perceptual Inventory for the current students in
Packet A to make enough copies for all F/M 1-4
Adventist students. Staple them by sets of 8
pages as shown in the pattern copy. Do not
staple them together with the OpScan answer
sheets. Each of the students need a set.
Precautions should be taken to insure that no
students will read the Invento befcre you
administer to them. The cost in making the
copies will be charged to me through your
principal.

b. Prepare enough blank paper. Each student needs
one sheet of blank paper. Your principal will
provide them.

Cc. Make sure each student needs 2 OpScan answer
sheets.

d. Kindly furnish a supply of HB or soft lead
pencils. You can probably borrow these from the
religion department of the school or the youth
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department of the campus church. It is
important that students do not use pens or hard
pencils.

e. Be familiar with the material. Please take a
few minutes to go through the instructions and
the entire inventory so that you will be in a
position to answer student questions as to how
to proceed.

=

Administer the Youth Perceptual Inventory at the
designated time and place arranged by your
principal. Most students can complete the
inventory within one hour or two class periods.

Each student will need a set of the Youth
Perceptual Inventory (do not mix the lnventories
iln Packet A with those in Packet B), two OpScan
answer sheets, and a blank sheet of paper.
Please encouurage the students to do all their
writing on the OpScan sheets as the Inventories
will not be returned.

Read to the students the notes and instructions
on the inventory. Tell them exactly what we are
trying to do as explained earlier in this
letter. Explain the importance of the study for
the church to better understand and serve its
vouth. Emphasize that they have been especially
chosen as part of a study in the entire Hong
Kong, and similar studies have been going on all
over the United States. Encourage completely
honest answers and stress the point that no one
at the school--only the researcher in the United
States will see their responses.

g. The wvalidity of this study depends upon students
being absolutely frank in their responses. To
secure this frankness, we are promising them
that no one at the school will see their
completed OpScan.

h. When the Form/Middle 1-4 Adventist students have
finished the instruments, place the answer
sheets in the presence of the students in the
envelope addressed to me and seal it.

i. If an Adventist student happen to be absent

while you administer the inventory, please find
and have the student complete the survey at
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his/her eariiest convenience. Then, send these
answer sheets together with the sealed envelope
to me as soon as possible by registered mail.
Your principal will provide the cnst of the
stamps. Please be sure that the OpScan sheets
are not folded as it cannot then be computer
read. Copies of the Youth Perceptual Inventory
should not be returned. They may be discarded.

2. Administering to Form/Middle 5-6 Adventist students:

a. Use the provided original copy of the Youth
Perceptual Inventory for the current students in
Packet A to make enough copies for all F/M 5-6
Adventist students. Staple them by sets of 8
pages as shown in the pattern copy. Do not
staple them together with the OpScan answer
sheets. Each of the students need a set. The
cost in making the copies will be charged to me
through your principal.

b. Prepare enough blank papers. Each student needs
one blank paper. VYour principal will provide
them.

c. Maxe sure each student has 2 OpScan answer
sheets.

d. Get enough envelopes. Each student needs two
envelopes. One envelope will be used as a
stamped and addressed return envelcpe. Have
your name and address printed on each of these
envelopes. The computer can help you do that.
Make sure that each envelope is stamped. The
students will use these to mail you their
answers.

Another envelope is for sending the students the
necessary material. Put in each envelope a set
of Youth Perceptual Inventory, a blank sheet of
paper, two sheets of Opscan answer paper, and a
stamped and addressed envelope. Send one to
each cf the Form/Middle 5 and 6 Adventist
students. Your principal will provide you
envelopes, stamps, and bill me later.

e. Mail as soon as possible each of the Form/Middle
5-6 Adventist students a packet of material
according to the name list provided by your
principal.
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f. If a young person does not respond one week
after the mailing date, a follow-up letter which
has been provided will be sent as a reminder.

If it is still insufficient to elicit a
response. the phone will be used as a further
reminder one week after the sending of the
follow-up letter.

g. When the young people have returned the OpScan
answer sheets to you, send them to me through
registered mail as soon as possible. Please be
sure that the OpScan sheets are not folded as it
cannot then be computer read. Copies of the
Youth Perceptual Inventory should not be
returned. They may be discarded.

3. Administering to Adventist alumni:

a. Use the provided original copy of the Youth
Perceptual Inventory for the alumni in Packet B
to make enough copies for all Adventist alumni.
Staple them by sets of 8 pages as shown in the
pattern copy. Do not staple them together with
the two OpScan answer sheets. Each of the
students need a set.

(Step (b-g) will follow the procedure as
administering to the Form/Middle 5-6 Adventist
students.

Thank you so much for this service. You are making possible
a better understanding of our young people. I know you will
be interested in the results.

Sincerely yours,

Daniel Chuah
Doctoral Candidate
Andrews University

550 Maplewood Ct. D-74
Berrien Springs

MI 49103

Tel/Fax: 616-471-6747

Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.



227

(Sample follow-up
letter to
participant)

Dear Brother/Sister in Christ:

About a week ago, I sent you a questionnaire. At this
writing I haven't yet received the answers from you. No
doubt you have been very busy. Perhaps you have already
taken care of this matter by the time you read this letter.
If so, thank you very much. If not, could vou take some
time now to do this survey and mail to me in the stamped
return envelope your computer answer sheets right away? Do
not send the Inventory (the survey questions). I need the
data back as soon as possible since the study of the
opinions of the Seventh-day Adventist young people of Sam
Yuk Secondary School cannot continue at Andrews University
in the U.S.A. until it is all in.

Thank you very much for your help.

Sincerely yours,

Daniel Chuah
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YOUTH PERCEPTUAL INVENTORY
(Current Students)

You are special! You have been chosen to participate in a
very important study.

Main current conditions are detrimental to the growth of
Adventist youth. Thus many are not sure of their future.
In view of this, your church leaders need to know how you
feel about things like religion, your family, your
education, and your church. With a more complete
understanding of how you see things, your church can do a
better job of serving you and other youth through your
ministers, teachers, and parents.

Therefore, please be absolutely frank and honest in your
answers. Do not write your name on the answer sheet. No
one will ever see and know how you responded. The person
who gives you this Inventory will explain how the answer
sheets will be collected and sealed, so that no one at your
school and church but you will see your answer sheet.

There are no "right" or "wrong" answers. Answer each item
according to how you feel about it, not how your friends
feel, or how you think you should feel.

Please mark all responses on the answer sheet with a 2B
pencil since your responses will be read by computer.

Please make your marks heavy and dark, but stay within the
little boxes. Do not use a pen! Do not fold or wrinkle the
answer sheat as 1t cannot then be computer read.

Remember, you are indicating your feelings about your
religion, your home, your school, and your church. If only
one of your parents is an Adventist and a statement does not
apply to both of them in the same direction, answer for the
one who is a Christian. Also, in the items that deal with
your experience at church, the term "pastor" indicates your
youth pastor or the person at your church directly in charge
of the high school ministry.

Finally, be sure that the number of the item on the answer
sheet is the same as the number of the item on the
inventory.

Now, please take your pencil and go on to item one.
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On the answer sheet after each item there are spaces for
five choices. Please mark only one choice for euch of the
following items:

10.

11.

12.

13.

14.

15.

16.

If you
#1.
If you
#2.
If you
#3.
If you
#4.
If you
#5.

My

STRONGLY AGREE with the statement, mark choice
SOMEWHAT AGREE with the statement, mark choice
are UNDECIDED about the statement, mark choice
SOMEWHAT DISAGREE with the statement, mark choice

STRONGLY DISAGREE with the statement, mark choice

church really cares about its teenagers.

Prayer is an increasingly important part of my life.

Christ's love is a living reality in my experience.

I go to church because my parents or deans or
teachers make me.

I am not happy about my experiences with my church.

Religion is forced on me by my parents.

My

religion gives me a sense of security in facing

the problems of my life.

Most of the requirements of the Christian life are
reasonable.

Most sermons I hear are quite interesting.

I don't enjovy youth activities planned by the
church.

I'd like guidance in finding God's will for my life.

Adventist standards such as diet, dress, recreation,
etc., are not important to me.

Bible classes do nothing for students.
I am glad to be able to attend an Adventist school.
Keeping the Sabbath is a real blessing to me.

I am happy to give my tithes and offerings to
support the church.

Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.



247

17. I want to learn to share my faith spontaneously.
18. Reading the Bible is important to me.

19. My church is like a close-knit family.

20. I feel accepted when I'm at church.

21. I am allowed to choose most of my clothes.

22. My parents still make most of my decisions.

23. I need to get permission from my parents before

going away from home for more than an hour or so.

24. As long as I come home at a reasonable hour, my
parents don't set exact time limits on me.

25. I can ask my parents "why" without being thought
rebellious.

26. There are many disagreements in our family.

27. The members of our family are considerate of each
other.

28. In our family we often become angry at each other.

25. Our family members are critical of each other.

30. In our family we have respect for each other's

feelings and opinions even when we differ strongly.

31. My parents are usually willing to listen when I
explaina what I want to do.

32. Once my parents decide something, nothing can change
their minds.

33. The usual reason my parents give for anything is,
"Because I said so!"

34. My parents are usually upset if I disagree with
them.
35. My parents consider cbedience and respect more

important than "thinking for yourself."
36. Our school administrators are usually willing to

listen to students whc have good reasons for
changing the rules.
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37. Once our faculty makes a decision, nothing can
change their minds.

38. The usual reason the faculty gives for its decision
is, "That's the rule!®"

39. Most faculty members at our school apologize to a
student if they make a mistake.

40. Our school administrators are easily upset if
someone disagrees with them.

41. My pastor is happy to explain the reasons for hnis
decisions about our youth program.

42. Once my pastor makes a decision, nothing can change
his mind.
43. If someone disagree with his decisions, my pastor is

easily upset.

44. Even the teenagers' ideas differ from his own, my
pastor is willing to listen.

45. My pastor often invites the teens to help him plan
their programs.

46. When I displease my parents they don't speak to me
for a while.

47. My parents almost never embarrass me in front of
others.

48. Before discipline, my parents usually discuss things
with me.

49. My parents are thoughtful of me when enforcing
rules.

50. My parents are very unfair in disciplining me.

51. The administrators of this school try to be fair in
discipline.

52. Our school is usually respects an offending student

by not making a public spectacle of the discipline.
53. If a student has discipline problem at this school,

the administrators are usually ready to listen to
the student's side of the story.
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54. When school administrators punish a student, they do
it in love.

55. Misbehaving students often get away with it.

56. It's easy to discuss problems with my parents.

57. My parents do not understand my problems.

58. I am not afraid to confess a mistake to my parents

because I know they'll be understanding.

59. I have trouble getting along with my parents.

60. I know my parents love me even when I disappoint
them.

61. My Adventist teachers do not seem to understand me.

62. It's easy to discuss problems with my Adventist
teachers.

53. My Adventist teachers really trust me.

64. I have trouble getting along with my Adventist
teachers.

65. Some Adventist teachers are critical of what I do.

66. My pastor does not seem to understand me.

67. It's easy to discuss problems with my pastor.

68. My pastor really trusts me.

69. I have trouble getting along with my pastor.

70. My pastor is friendly.

71. Adventist teachers in our schools care less about

the students than teachers in other schools.

72. Most Adventist teachers listen to what their
students say.

73. Most Adventist teachers are really interested in me
personally.

74. Adventist teachers often sacrifice their personal
time to help a student.

75. My pastor cares about me.
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76. My pastor is someone I can count on when I have a
problem.

77. My pastor is really interested in me personally.

78. My pastor will often sacrifice his personal time to
help me.

79. My parents are careful in their Sabbath observance.

80. My parents try to live up to the health standards of
the church.

81. My parents are faithful in paying their tithes and
nfferings.

82. My parents sometimes wear jewelry prohibited for

students at school.

83. My parents only watch TV programs in harmony with
Christian standards.

84. Most Adventist teachers live up to the standards of
the Adventist church in Sabbath keeping.

85. Some Adventist teachers don't live up to Adventist
standards 1in healthful living of drinking and
eating.

86. Most Adventist teachers support the Adventist
standards in abstain from jewelry, rock music, and
movies.

87. My parents are very close to God..

88. My parents are genuine and sincere in their

religious convictions.

89. For my parents, reiigion is mostly a set of "Thou
shalt nots.*"
90. My parents don't seem to find much happiness in

their religion.

91. My parents are examples of what real Christians
should be.

92. Most of my Adventist teachers at this school are
genuine Christians.

93. I really see Christ in the lives of some of my
Adventist teachers.
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94. Most of my Adventist teachers see religion as a set
of rules.
95. Most of my Adventist teachers don't seem to find

much joy in their religion.

96. Most of my Adventist teachers are not deeply
spiritual people.

97. My pastor is a genuine Christian.

98. I really see Christ in my pastor.

99. My pastor sees religion as a set cof rules.

100. My pastor doesn't seem to find much joy in his
religion.

101. I don't think of my pastor as deeply spiritual.

102. I am content to be just who I am.

103. At times I think I am no good at all.

104. I am a member of a happy family.

105. I am not loved by my family.

106. I get along well with other people.

107. I usually act like a Christian when I'm with

Christians and I act like a non-Christian when I'm
with non-Christians.

108. If I need advice, I ask my friends before I ask my
parents.

109. My non-Christian friends have a strong influence on
me.

110. It bothers me when my friends think I'm too
religious.

111. I feel better talking about problems with my friends
than with my family.

112. I know most of the tcp ten "golden® songs.

113. I watch too much television.

114. I think it's all OK for Christians to go to "R"-

rated movies.
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115. I disagree with the philosophy in most television
shows.

116. I disagree with the philosophy in rock songs.

117. I feel I'm an important part of the ministry of our
church.

118. I'm no. goou enough for God to use me.

119. I don't feel comfortable talking to someone about my
faith.

120. I have many opportunities for service in my church.

121. I participate in church programs.

122. I know God loves me no matter what I do.

123. There is nothing I can do to "earn" eternal life.

124. God loves me more when I'm doing right than I'm
sinning.

125. The way to be accepted by God is to try to live a
good life.

126. Salvation depends on how well you keep God's Law.

127. The Ten Commandments are still in force today.

128. The true Sabbath is the seventh-day--Saturday.

129. When people die they remain in the grave until the
resurrection.

130. The wicked will not burn forever, they will be
totally destroyed.

131. Ellen White fulfilled the Bible prediction that God
would speak through the gift of prophecy in the last
day.

132. The Seventh-day Adventist Church is God's last-day

church with a message to prepare the world for the
second coming of Christ.

133. when Jesus returns He will take the saved with Him
to heaven.

134. The one true God exists in three persons-Father,
Son, and Holy Spirit.
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135. The Bible is the inspired Word of God.

136. God created the worid in six, 24-hour days.

137. My body is the temple of God.

For each of the following questions, please mark only one

choice.

138. If you are a male, mark choice #1.
If you are a female, mark choice #2.

139. Which section or stream are you in at school?
If in Chinese, mark choice #1.
If in English, mark choice #2.

140. Which

class

are you now in?

If Form/Middle One, mark choice #1.

If Form/Middle Two, mark choice #2.

If Form/Middle Three, mark choice #3.

If Form/Middle Four, wark choice #4.

If Form/Middle Five or above , mark choice #5.

141. How long have you been in an Adventist high school?

If one year,

mark chcice #1.

If two years, mark choice #2.

If three years, mark choice #3.

If four years, mark choice #4.

If five or more years, mark chcice #5.

142. Where do you live now?

If you
If you
choice
If you
#3.

If you
#4.

If you
(relat

live
live
#2.

live

live

have
ives,

in the dormitory, mark choice #1.
at home with both of your parents, mark

at home with your father, mark choice
at home with your mother, mark choice

some other living arrangements
faculty, etc.), mark choice #5.

143. How long have you lived in the dormitory of an
Adventist school?

If one year,

mark choice #1.

If two years, mark choice #2.

If three years, mark choice #3.

If four years, mark choice #4.

If five or more years, mark choice #5.

Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.



144.

145.

146.

147.

148.

149.
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When were you baptized?

If during your Form/Middle One, mark choice #1.

If during your Form/Middle Two, mark choice #2.

If during your Form/Middle Three, mark choice #3.
If during your Form/Middle Four, mark choice #4.

If during your Form/Middle Five or Sixz, mark choice
#5.

How often do you attend Sabbath School class?

If you attend the class regularly, mark choice #1.
If you often attend the class, mark choice #2.

If you seldom attend the class, mark choice #3.

If you no longer attend the class, mark choice #4.

How often do you attend the weekly divine service?
If you attend the services regularly, mark choice

#1.

If you often attend the services, mark choice #2.

If you seldom attend the services, mark choice #3.
If you no longer attend the services, mark choice

#4.

How often do you attend the weekly young people's

meeting?

If you attend the meetings regularly, mark choice

#1.

If you often attend the meetings, mark choice #2.

If you seldom attend the meetings, mark choice #3.
If you no longer attend the meetings, mark choice

#4.

How would you describe your relationship to the
church?

If you consider yourself an active Adventist, mark
choice #1.

If you feel you in need of encouragement, mark
choice #2.

If you seldom attend church now, mark choice #3.
If you are no longer interested in the Adventist
church, mark choice #4.

If your original parents live together, mark choice
#1.

If your parents are separated or divorced, mark
choice #2.

If your father has passed away, mark choice #3.

If your mother has passed away, mark choice #4.

If both of your parents have passed away, mark
cholice #5.
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150. If your father and mother are Adventists,., mark
choice #1.
If your father is an Adventist, mark choice #2.
If your mother is an Adventist, mark choice #3.
If neither your father nor mother are Adventists,
mark choice #4.

151. How long have your parents been Adventists? Answer
for the parent who has been an Adventist the longer
time.

If not at all, mark choice #1.
If within the last year, mark ckoice #2.

If between one and five years, mark choice #3.
If between six and ten years, mark choice #4.
If over ten years, mark choice #5.

Finally, attached to your answer sheet is a blank piece of
paper. Please use it to complete the following sentences:

152. The feelings I have when I think of my religion are:

(Do not write on this page--use the blank sheet
provided.)

153a. I still attend Adventist church because:

(Do not write on this page--use the blank sheet
provided.)

183b. I no longer attend Adventist church because

(Do not write on this page--use the blank sheet
provided.)

Please check to be sure that the marks on your answer sheet
are heavy and black, that they do not go outside the bhoxes,
and that you have answered only one chcoice for each
question.

You have made a real contribution to an important study
about your church. Thank you so much!
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YOUTH PERCEPTUAL INVENTORY
(Alumni)

You are special! You have been chosen to participate in a
very important study.

Main current conditions are detrimental to the growth of
young Christians including Adventist youth. Thus many are
not sure of their future. 1In view of this, your Adventist
church leaders need to know how you feel about things like
religion, your family, your education, and your church.
With a more complete understanding of how you see things,
your church can do a better job of serving you and other
youth through your ministers, teachers, and parents.

Now you have received this inventory through the mail.
Please be absolutely frank and honest in your answers. Do
not write your name on the answer sheet. No one will ever
see your filled-out sheet and know how you responded. When
you have complieted the Inventory, mail your answer sheet
together in the addressed, stamped return envelope.

There are no "right" or "wrong" answers. Answer each item
according to how you feel about it, not how your friends
feel, or how you think you should feel.

Please mark all responses on the answer sheet with a 2B
pencil since your responses will be read by computer.

Please make your marks heavy and dark, but stay within the
little boxes. Do not use a pen! Do not fold or wrinkle the
answer sheet as 1t cannot then be computer read.

Remember, you are indicating your feelings about Adventism,
your home, your Adventist school, and your Adventist church.
If only one of your parents is an Adventist and a statement
does not apply to both of them in the same direction, answer
for the one who is a Christian. Also, in the items that
deal with your experience at church, the term "pastor"
indicates your youth pastor or the person at your church
directly in charge of the youth ministry.

Finally, be sure that the number of the item on the answer
sheet is the same as the number of the item on the
inventory.

Now, please take your pencil and go to item number one.
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On the answer sheet after each item there are spaces for
five choices. Please mark only one choice for each of the
following items:

-
<

11.

12.

13.

14.

15.

16.

If you STRONGLY AGREE w~..h the statement, mark choice
If you SOMEWHAT AGREE with the statement, mark choice
If you are UNDECIDED about the statement, mark choice
If you SOMEWHAT LISAGREE with the statement, mark choice

If you STRONGLY DISAGREE with the statement, mark choice

My church really cares about its teenagers.
Prayer is an increasingly important part of my life.
Christ's love is a living reality in my experience.

I go to church because my parents or deans or
teachers make me.

I am not happy about my experiences with my church.
Religion is forced on me by my parents.

My religion gives me a sense of security in facing
the problems of my life.

Most of the requirements of the Christian life are
reasonable.

Most sermons I hear are quite interesting.

I don't enjoy youth activities planned by the
church.

I'd like guidance in finding God's will for my life.

Adventist standards such as diet, dress, recreation,
etc., are not important to me.

Bible classes do nothing for students.
I am glad to be able to attend an Adventist school.
RKeeping the Sabbath is a real blessing to me.

I am happy to give my tithes and offerings to
support the church.
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17. I want to learn to share my faith spontaneocusly.
18. Reading the Bible is important to me.

19. My church is like a close-knit family.

20. I feel accepted when I'm at church.

21. I am allowed to choose most of my clothes.

22. My parents still make most of my decisions.

23. I need to get permission from my parents before

going away from home for more than an hour cr so.

24. As long as I come home at a reasonable hour, my
parents don't set exact time limits on me.

25. I can ask my parents "why" without being thought
rebellious.

26. There are many disagreements in our family.

27. The members of our family are considerate of each
other.

28. In our family we often become angry at each other.

29. Our family members are critical of each other.

30. In our family we have respect for each other's

feelings and opinions even when we differ strongly.

31. My parents are usually willing to listen when I
explaina what I want to do.

32. Once my parents decide something, nothing can change
their minds.

33. The usual reason my parents give for anything is,
"Because I said so!"

34. My parents are usually upset if T disagree with
them.
35. My parents consider obedience and respect more

important than "thinking for yourself."
36. Administrators of Adventist schools were usually

willing to listen to students who had good reasons
for changing the rules.
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37. Once Adventist faculty maked a decision, nothing
could change their minds.

38. The usual reason the faculty gave for its decision
was, "That's the rule!™"

39. Most faculty members at our Adventist school
apologize to a student if they made a mistake.

40. Our Adventist administrators were easily upset if
someone disagreed with them.

41. My pastor is happy to explain the reasons for his
decisiocns about our youth program.

42. Once my pastor makes a decision, nothing can change
his mind.

43. I1f someone disagree with his decisions, my pastor is
easily upset.

44. Even the teenagers' ideas differ from his own, my
pastor is willing to listen.

45. My pastor often invites the teens to help him plan
their programs.

46. When I displease my parents they don't speak to me
for a while.

47. My parents almost never embarrass me in front of
others.

48. Before discipline, my parents usually discuss things
with me.

49. My parents are thoughtful of me when enforcing
rules.

50. My parents are very unfair in disciplining me.

51. The administrators of the school tried to be fair in
discipline.

52. Our Adventist school usually respected an offending
student by not making a public spectacle of the
discipline.

53. If a student had discipline prcblem at the Adventist

school, the administrators were usually ready to
listen to the student's side of the story.

Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.



260

54. When Adventist school administrators punished a
student, they did it in love.

55. Misbehaving students often got away with it.

56. It's easy to discuss problems with my parents.

57. My parents do not understand my problems.

58. I am not afraid to confess a mistake to my parents

because I know they'll be understanding.

59. I have trouble getting along with my parents.

60. I know my parents love me even when I disappoint
them.

61. My Adventist teachers did not seem to understand me.

62. It's easy to discuss problems with my Adventist
teachers.

63. My Adventist teachers really trusted me.

64. I had trouble getting along with my Adventist
teachers.

65. Some Adventist teachers were critical of what I do.

66. My pastor does not seem to understand me.

67. It's easy to discuss problems with my pastor.

68. My pastor really trusts me.

69. I have trouble getting along with my pastor.

70. My pastor is friendly.

71. Adventist teachers in Adventist schools cared less

about the students than teachers in other schools.

72. Most Adventist teachers listened to what their
students said.

73. Most Adventist teachers were really interested in me
personally.
74. Most Adventist teachers often sacrificed their

personal time to help a student.

75. My pastor cares about me.
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76. My pastor is scmeone I can count on when I have a
problem.

77. My pastor is really interested in me personally.

78. My pastor will often sacrifice his personal time to
help me.

79. My parents are careful in their Sabbath observance.

80. My parents try to live up to the health standards of
the church.

81. My parents are faithful in paying their tithes and
offerings.

382. My parents sometimes wear jewelry prohibited for
students at school.

83. My parents only watch TV programs in harmony with
Christian standards.

84. Most Adventist teachers lived up to the standards of
the Adventist church in Sabbath keeping.

85. Some Adventist teachers didn't live up to Adventist
standards in healthful living of drinking and
eating.

8§6. Most Adventist teachers supported the Adventist
standards in abstain from jewelry, rock music, and
movies.

87. My parents are very close to God..

88. My parents are genuine and sincere in their

religious convictions.

89. For my parents, religion is mostly a set of "Thou
shalt nots."

90. My parents don't seem to find much happiness in
their religion.

91. My parents are examples of what real Christians
should be.
92. Most of my Adventist teachers at this school were

. D
genuine Christians.

93. [ really saw Christ in the lives of some of my
Adventist teachers.
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97.

98.

99.

100.

101.

102.

103.

104.

105.

106.

107.

108.

109.

110

111.

112.

113.

114.
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Most of my Adventist teachers saw religion as a set
of rules.

Most of my Adventist teachers didn't seem to find
much joy in theilr religion.

Most of my Adventist teachers were not deeply
spiritual people.

My pastor is a genuine Christian.
I really see Christ in my pastor.
My pastor sees religion as a set of rules.

My pastor doesn't seem to find much joy in his
religion.

I don't think of my pastor as deeply spiritual.

I am content to be just who I am.

At times I think I am no good at all.

I am a member of a happy family.

I am not loved by my family.

I get along well with other people.

I usually act like a Christian when I'm with
Christians and I act like a non-Christian when I'm

with non-Christians.

If I need advice, I ask my friends before I ask my
parents.

My non-Christian friends have a strong influence on
me.

It bothers me when my friends think I'm too
religious.

I feel better talking about problems with my friends
than with my family.

I know most of the top ten "golden™ songs.
I watch too much telievision.

I think it's all OK for Christians to go to "R"-
rated movies.
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115. I disagree with the philosophy in mcst television
shows.

116. I disagree with the philcsophy in rock songs.

117. I feel I'm an important part of the ministry of our
church.

118. I'm not good enocugh for God to use me.

119. I don't feel comfortable talking to someone about my
faith.

120. I have many opportunities for service in my church.

121. I participate in church programs.

122. I know God loves me no matter what I do.

123. There is nothing I can do to "earn" eternal life.

124. God loves me more when I'm doing right than I'm
sinning.

125. The way to be accepted by God is to try to live a
good life.

126. Salvation depends on how well you keep God's Law.

127. The Ten Commandments are still in force today.

128. The true Sabbath is the seventh-day--Saturday.

129. When people die they remain in the grave until the
resurrection.

130. The wicked will not burn forever, they will be
totally destroyed.

131. Ellen White fulfilled the Bible prediction that God
would speak through the gift of prophecy in the last
day.

132. The Seventh-day Adventist Church is God's last-day

church with a message to prepare the world for the
second coming of Christ.

133. When Jesus returns He will take the saved with Him
to heaven.

134. The one true God exists in three persons-Father,
Son, and Holy Spirit.
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135. The Bible is the inspired Word of Ged.
136. God created the world in six, 24-hour days.
137. My body is the temple of God.

For each of the following questions, please mark only one
choice.

138. If you are a male, mark choice #1.
If you are a female, mark choice #2.

139. Which section or stream are you in at school?
If in Chinese, mark choice #1.
If in English, mark choice #2.

140. Which class were you in when you left the Adventist
school?
If Form/Middle One, mark choice #1.
If Form/Middle Two, mark choice #2.
If Form/Middle Three, mark choice #3.
If Form/Middle Four, mark choice #4.
If Form/Middle Five or above , mark choice #5.

141. How long have you been in an Adventist high school?
If one year, mark choice #1.
If two years, mark choice #2.
If three years, mark choice #3.
If four years, mark choice #4.
If five or more years, mark choice #5.

142. wWhere did you live when you were in Adventist
school?
If you lived in the dormitory, mark choice #1.
If you lived at home with both your parents, mark
choice #2.
If you lived at home with your father, mark choice
#3.
If you lived at home with your mother, mark choice
74.
If you had some other living arrangements
(relatives, faculty, etc.), mark choice #5.

[
o>
w

How long have you lived in the dormitory of an
Adventist school?

If one year, mark choice #1.

If two years, mark choice #2.

If three years, mark choice #3.

If four years, mark choice #4.

If five or more years, mark choice #5.
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144. When were you baptized?
If during your Form/Middle Cne, mark choice #1.
If during your Form/Middle Two, mark choice #2.
If during your Form/Middle Three, mark choice #3.
If during your Form/Middle Four, mark choice #4.
If during your Form/Middle Five or Six, mark choice
#5.

145. How often do you attend Sabbath School class?
If you attend the class regularly, mark choice #1.
If you often attend the class, mark choice #2.
If you seldom attend the class, mark choice #3.
If you no longer attend the class, mark choice #4.

146. How ofien do you attend the weekly divine service?
If you attend the services regularly, mark choice
#1.

If you often attend the services, mark choice #2.
If you seldom attend the services, mark choice #3.
If you no longer attend the services, mark choice

#4.

147. How often do you attend the weekly young people's
meetings?
If you attend the meetings regqularly, mark choice
#1.

if you often attend the meetings, mark choice #2.
If you seldom attend the meetings, mark choice #3.
If you no longer attend the meetings, mark choice
#4.

148. How would you describe your relationship to the
church?
If you consider yourself an active Adventist, mark
choice #1.
If you feel in need of encouragement, mark choice
#2.
If you seldom attend church now, mark choice #3.
If you are no longer interested in the Adventist
church, mark choice #4.

149. If your original parents live together, mark choice
#1.
If your parents are separated or divorced, mark
choice #2.
If your father has passed away, mark choice #3.
If your mother has passed away, mark choice #4.
If both of your parents have passed away, mark
choice #5.
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150. If your father and mother are Adventists, mark
choice #1.
If your father is an Adventist, mark choice #2.
If your mother is an Adventist, mark choice #3.
If neither your father nor mother are Adventists,
mark choice #4.

151. How long havea yvour parents been Adventists? Answer
for the parent who has been an Adventist the longer
time.

If not at all, mark choice #1.

If within the last year, mark choice #2.

If between one and five years, mark choice #3.
If between six and ten years, mark choice #4.
If over ten years, mark choice #5.

Finally, attached to your answer sheet is a blank piece of
paper. Please use it to complete the following sentences:

152. The feelings I have when I think of my religion are:

(Do not write on this page—-~use the bilank sheet
provided.)

153a. I still attend Adventist church because:

(Do not write on this page--use the blank sheet
provided. )

153b. I no longer attend Adventist church because

(Do not write on this page--use the blank sheet
provided. )

Please check to be sure that the marks on your answer sheet
are heavy and black, that they do not go outside the boxes,
and that you have answered only one choice for each
question.

You have made a real contribution to an important study
about your church. Thank you so much!
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KEY TO YOUTH PERCEPTUAL INVENTORY

A--Alienation from Religion

B--Perception of Autonomy
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FREE~RESPONSE ITEMS

The first open-ended item of the inventory was "The
feelings I have when I think of my religion are .
All subjects were asked to answer this question. If the
subjects still attended Adventist church they were then
asked to complete the sentence "I still attend Adventist
church because ." If the subjects no long attended
Adventist church, they were asked to complete an alternate
sentence "I no longer attend Adventist church because

-" Representative selections from the 314 responses
are listed below.

"The Feelings I Have When I Think
of My Religion Are"

Current Students

General Positive Emotion

"I'm very contented."

"I'm very glad."

"I'm very satisfied. But I'm quite emotional."

"I'm very happy that I become a Christian. But at
the same time I feel sad when I think of my family who are
not Christians."

"I feel proud. 1Its a glory."

"I feel happy."

"Its good."

"I am filled with joy, satisfaction, and warmth."

"It is a blessing.™"
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"I found the peace. I got it."
p g

Positive Experience with God

"God exists, and He is living God.™"

"He forgave my sins.™"

"I feel very much blessed because I know God.™"

"I feel the constant leading of God's Spirit."

"Jesus loves me and died for me so that I have hope
in salvation. I want to work for God."

"I feel the closeness of God."

"God protects me."

"I'm glad that I can communicate with God.*"

"I'm proud of being a son of the King of the
universe."

"It is a blessing to be one of God's children."

"Christ is my Savior."

Positive Experience with Truth

"I'm glad that I can learn the truth at school."

"I feel very excited because I found the truth and
the way to eternity. But I also feel that it is difficult
to enter heaven, therefore I need to trust in God in all
things.™"

"I have found the right beliefs."

"I'm glad that I have the truth and I can share it."

Positive Experience in Church

"I feel that my religion helps me relate better with

others. It improves my personal relationship with others."
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"I feel the mutual concerns and understanding among
fellow believers.®
“I'm glad that I'm a member of a big happy family of
Christ.®
"It is simple."

Mixed Feeling

"I doubt myself if I still believe in God."

"I still believe in God, but religion in my life is
a failure. I'm afraid of letting others know that I'm an
Adventist."

"Its difficult to describe. People outside of the
church are not willing to accept the truth. They are afraid
that we belong to cult.n"

"I regret my past sinful deeds.®

"I feel sinful."

"I feel embarrassed for not being able to fulfill ny
duty. I hope a pastor can come and briug me back into God's
family again.*"

"I feel unworthy of becoming a Christian. How I
wish I was baptized a little later than I did, so that I
might understand more and have a better spiritual life."

"I feel that I'm not enough spiritual."

"I'm a church member without faith."

"I'm happy but I don't know many of the members."

"Sometimes I feel good, sometimes I feel bad."

"Feel sorry for not doing my best to glorify God."
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"I'm still like an immature Christian."

"I feel uncomfortable with myself."

"I sincerely believe in God, but am discouraged by
the hypocrites in church."

"It is a good religion, but feel disappointed for
almost all the members are elderly people. The church lacks
vitality. I feel lonely."

"Feeling uneasy because I didn't involve myself in
church life."

No Feelings

"I have no feeling regarding it."

Negative Feelings

"Very unhappy."

"Very irritable."

"Very unsatisfied. Some of the messages found here
are not true, such as, there are paradise and a2 place where
people can experience transcendency which, in reality,
cannot be seen in this church. That is why I feel that
Christianity is a hoax.

"Listening to boring sermons in an old stone

building."

Alumni

General Positive Emotion

"Beautiful and perfect."
"It's a great joy. My life has been changed."

"I'm very proud of becoming an Adventist."
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"Love, secure, and hope."
"Very contented and happy.*#
"Satisfied and no regret."
"positive and assured."
"I feel great. No superstition.®
"Religion is part of me. It's important."
"I know that I didn't make a wrong choice."

Positive Experiences with God

"I feel closer to God."

"The most precious thing happened in my life is to
know my God."

"God is always there to help me."

"God loves me and He is with me."

"In God I found life's true meaning and directions."

"It's a blessing to God since very young age."

"God is my loving Lord. He always leads me."

"Thank God for choosing me as one of His children."

"There is a God on Whom I can rely."

"God empowers to face new challenges.™"

"God cares for me. Praise God."

"Christ is important to me. He has changed me."

"I know that He is the true God."

"I will not turn away from the Lord."

Positive Experiences with Truth

"The truth has set me free indeed."

"I have found the true church."

Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.



275
"I believe in the good Adventist doctrines"
"I have the truth and I want to share it."

Positive Experiences in the Church

"I've never felt accepted before. The church and
the school accepted me."

"Proud that we are different from other churches."

"I'm glad to be an Adventist. Adventist church is
the God's remnant church."

"I enjoy very much the fellowship in church."

"Lesson study, worship, and fellowship make my life
an abundant life."

Mixed Feelings

"I failed and feel sad, but I still believe in God."

"I still remain in the church.n"

"I want so much to improve my spiritual life."

"I'm not a devout Christian. I know He will welccme
me back to Him."

"I feel guilty. I'm afraid."

"There is a true God. But to be a true Christian is
hard."

"We emphasize too much law and too little grace.
Too much on Sabbath keeping and too little on personal
relationship with God. But I like the heal*h principles.”

"I seldom go to church. I feel ashamed."

"I'm puzzled."”

"I feel that I have forsaken God. The days I spent
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in Sam Yuk were the happiest moments in my life. One day
when I become rich, I'll do something for God and for this
unforgettable place."

"I regret and feel ashame."

"I love God, but I can't keep sabbaths."

"I don‘t eat unclean food, but I'm not sure why."

"I know my religion is a true religion, but I'm
bordered by some of the selfish church members."

"I'm glad to know God, but I don't get much help out
of the church meetings."

No Feelings

"I feel blank."

Negative Feelings

"I lost my faith due to so many past bad
exXperiences."

"After ceasing from going to church for sometimes, I
completely forsaken the teachings of the church.®

"Tco many “don'ts' and restriction."

"I can't find a church which is like a family."

"The church didn't show concern on me after I have
graduated. I feel lost.n"

"I feel like a lamb losing direction and lack of
guidance."

"I feel helpless."
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"I Still Attend Adventist Church"

Spiritual Interest

Current Students

or Desire

"I want

*'T want

"I want

"T want

"T want

"I want

"I want

to

te

to

to

to

to

to

know mcre about God.*"

be more like Christ."

be clcse to God."

Secome a genuine Christian."
worship God."

keep Sabbath."

share God's word with my fellow members."

"I'm willing to attend church."

"I waanat to go, it's God's home."

"I want to learn more about the Bible truth."

"I need spiritual food."

"I don't want to forsake my beliefs."

"I want to worship God with other church members."

"I need the encouragement from church members."

Positive Experiences and Feelings

"I believe

"I love my

"I respect

"I love my

in God."
God. "
my God.*"

church."

"It's the urge of the Holy Spirit."

"I like it.

I feel the warmth."

"The members are kind to me. They concern me."

"The members are close to each other."
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"They are sincere, and I feel loved."
"That's my habit.n"
"The church is part of my life."
"Sabbath school is very interesting.®
"It's a joy to attend church."
"The church is like a big family. It's my home."
"I feel good."

God's Commandments and Christians' Obligation

"It's my responsibility as an Adventist.®
"I should worship God on Sabbath.®

"It's my Christian obligation."

"The seventh day is God's Sabbath."

"It's one of the ten commandments of God."
"I should obey God.™"

"I'm a child of God."

Social Reason

"I can meet with many other friends there."

"I enjoy the social life."

Forced
"It's compulsory, or I'll be marked absent."
"I'm a student here. But I'm a Christian."
"I feel that I'm forced."
"My mother brings me to church."
Miscellaneous

"When there is no conflict in time.n"

"I don't know."
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Alumni

Positive Experiences and Feelings

"The church has helped me set my life goals."

"The church has become part of my life."

"I began attending church since I was small."
"Attending church becomes a habit. It's natural."
"I guess it's the sense of belonging."

"I enjoy sabbath school lesson discussion."

"I find comfort in worship services.®

"God loves me,and I love Him and His church."
"It's a joy. Sermons are Biblical and inspiring."
"It helps me experience sabbath rest."

"It helps me stand firm in my faith."

"I find the freedom I need in church."

"The support from the members is wonderful."

"I found peace in attending church on Sabbaths. "
"I would feel lost if I don't attend church."

Spiritual Interest and Desire

"I want to serve the church.®

"I want to help other church members."

"Search for more truth so that I can be used by God
in the future."

"Though my talent is limited, I want to serve God."

"I want to have a deeper understanding of the
Bible."

"I want to worship God with fellow members."
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"I want to know more about God and His truth."
"I want to do whatever God wants me to do.*"

God's Commandment and Christians! Obligation

"Though sometimes it is boring, as a Christian, I
have to duty to attend the church.™"

"God is the Lord of Sabbath, and Sabbath is a day of
blessing."

"God established Sabbath. 1Its a Bible teaching. "

"We keep God's Commandments.™"

True Church

"Adventist church has more truth than others."

"It is God's remnant church."

"I haven't found another church that keep Sabbath."
"Adventist church follows God's truth."

"Adventist doctrines are sound Biblical truth."

"I like the doctrine of the spirit of prophecy."

Social Reason

"Fellowship with church members is a blessing."
"Fellowship with members is part of Christian life."
"Members can support and encourage each other."

Miscellaneous

"I go to church when time allows."

"If I don't go to church, I'll become a stumbling
block."

"I want to help because there are so many things

need to be done in the church."
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"T No Longer Attend Adventist Church®"

Current Students

Sabbath Problem

"I am busy doing other things on Saturday."
"Home duties demand too much time.™"
"Sabbath is not sigaificant."

Opposition from Home

"My parents did not like me to be a Christian."
"My parents keep me from attending church."

Poor Relationships

"I am disappointed to see hypocrisy in church. I
don't want to belong to this church.n"

"I don't like the people in this church."

"No body shows concerns toward me."

"I'm not acquainted with the church members.™"

"I don't feel that I belong to this church."

"I don't feel happy in the church."

Irrelevant Service

"The service is very boring.™

No Longer Believe

"I no longer believe in God."

Miscellaneous

"I wonder why Adventism is considered as a cult."
"I'm not sure why there are so many denominations."
"I don't really know. May be I'm lazy."

"I'm going to migrate to Canada."
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Sabbath Problem

"I need to earn for my living even on Saturday. "

"I was discouraged to see a minister lining up for
ticket in a cinema."

"I need to work. But I feel ashamed and fear and
found myself drifting further away from God."

Poor Relationships

"Poor leadership and relationship with members. ™"

"My church shows no concern for young people."

"Quite a few cf the church members are hypocrites."

"Church members are fighting for power.™"

"I have conflict with other church members."

"I attend a Sunday church now, the members do not
criticize others."

Irrelevant Church Services

"The service is boring.*"

"The service is not youth oriented."
Laziness

"It is better not to attend than to attend
irregularly."

"My enthusiasm has declined.™"

"I'm lazy."

"I lose my zeal."

Miscelaneous

"I'm satisfied with my present way of life."
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"I don't feel that God is with me.™
"Religion was once my soul's refuge, but not now."
"I have problem with my school.®
"I don't like my church."
"There is no S5.D.A church near by.*"

"I became a Buddhist."
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