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Mind Mapping for Archival Processing:

Using Personal Brain Software to
Facilitate Arrangement of the

Auguste Martin Collection

Society of Ohio Archivists Annual Conference, 2012.

Amy Rohmiller and Jillian Slater, University of Dayton




Auguste Martin collection
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Auguste Martin collection
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Auguste Martin collection

36.1 Linear
feet,
57 boxes
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Why choose Mind Mapping for this
project?

 Collection lent itself to
experimentation

* Very visual and flexible

* Reduces information
overload

 Basic structure already
parallels archival
arrangement




Overview of Mind Mapping




Why choose Personal Brain?

 Limited resources - technical
expertise and budget

» Allowed for easy
collaboration

 Easy to use features

» Got generally good reviews
from Google search
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[] Blessed Virgin Mary
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[] Life of Jesus




Art Ep;hemera Holy&C,ards

oArt Reseafch Materials

_Box Number Serles Number SeriesTitle Subserles & SubserlesTitle  Subserlestt Subserles Title Subserles #t Subserles Title SectionTitle

26 3 1 Blessed Virgin Mary 2 Marian Artwork 2.1 Life of Mary Annuntiation

27 3 1 Blessed Virgin Mary 2 Marian Artwork 2.1 Life of Mary Visitation

28 3 1 Blessed Virgin Mary 2 Marian Artwork 2.1 ufe of Mary Death

29 3 1 Blessed Virgin Mary 2 Marian Artviork 2.1 Life of Mary

a0 3 1 Blessec Virgin Mary 2 Marian Artwork 2.1 Life of Mary

c}| 3 1 Blessed Virgin Mary 2 Marian Artwork 2.2 NMary Alone and With Cthers Painting and Drawing
32 3 1 Blessed Virgin Mary 2 Maran Artwork 2.2 Mary Alone and With Cthers Sculpture

33

34 4 1 Blessed Virgin Mary 2 Marian Artwiork 2.3 Madonna and Child 231 Painting and Drawing Artists A-C

35 4 1 Blessed Virgin Mary 2 Marian Artwork 2.3 Maddonna and Child 2.341 Painting and Drawing  Artists D-G

30 4 1 Blessed Virgin Mary 2 Manan Artwork 2.3 Maclonna and Child 231 Painting and Drawing  Artists H-h

37 4 1 Blessed Virgin Mary 2 Marian Artwork 2.3 Madonna and Child 231 Painting and Drawing Artists N-R

38 4 1 Blessed Virgin Mary 2 Marian Artwork 2.3 Madonna and Child 231 Painting and Drawing Artists S-Z

39 4 1 Blessed Virgin Mary 2 Marian Artwork 2.3 Madonna and Chilc 2.31 Painting and Drawing  Various

40

41 5 1 Blessed Virgin Mary 2 Marian Artwork 2.3 Madlonna and Chilé 232 Sculpture 10th-12th Century
42 5 1 Blessec Virgin Mary 2 Marian Artwork 2.3 Madonna and Chilc 232 Sculpture 13th Century

43 5 1 Blessed Virgin Mary 2 Marian Artwork 2.3 Madonna and Chilc 2.3.2 Sculpture 14th Century

A4 ) 1 Blessed Virgin Mary 2 Marnan Artwork 2.3 Madonna and Child 232 Sculpture 15th Century

45 5 1 Blessed Virgin Mary 2 Marian Artwork 2.3 Madlonna and Child 232 Sculpture 16th Century

46 5 1 Blessed Virgin Mary 2 Marian Artwork 2.3 Madonna and Chil¢ 232 Sculpture 17th Century

47 5 1 Blessed Virgin Mary 2 Marian Artwork 2.3 Madonna and Child 2.3.2 Sculpture 18th Century

43 5 1 Blessed Virgin Mary 2 Manan Artwork 2.3 Madonnra and Chilg 2.3.2 Sculpture Artists A-G

49 5 1 Blessed Virgin Mary 2 Marian Artwork 2.3 Madonna and Child 232 Sculpture Artists H-M

sn s 1 Rlpssprt Virgin Marv ? Marian &rtwinrk 2 3 Magnnna and Chil 232 Srulntira Artists N-R
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Experience of applying Personal Brain
to arrangement

 Tool for organization and  Archivists' Toolkit
visualization « Planning
» Optimal arrangement?

“Auguste Martin

Blessed Virgin Mary




Personal Brain: Strengths & weaknesses

Strengths:

Good for visual
learning/working style
Easily adapts to changes in
arrangement

Reduces information
overload by allowing you to
narrow your focus

Graphic nature can allow
earlier recognition of patterns
It's fun to use and fun to say
"The Brain" :)

Weaknesses:

Labels don't change when a
thought changes

Certain functions go away
after the free trial period -
ability to attach files and
URLSs to thoughts

Web brain functionality
problems




Other Applications of Mind Mapping
for Archivists

Aids In revealing patterns and TN
relationships: ) N
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*Project management ~ ‘ \
«Collections assessment — L

*Recommend for smaller A~
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Archivists must “develop proactive,
Innovative, and collaborative approaches
to fulfill their institutional mission. Amidst
evolving responsibilities...processing is at
the heart of archival work.”

Chris Prom



Useful Links

http://www.thebrain.com/products/personalbrain/know-
more-mind-map/

http://mac.appstorm.net/reviews/productivity-
review/personalbrain-a-gps-system-for-your-information/

Search for our title “Mind Mapping for Archival
Processing” on slideshare.net
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Thank You - Questions?

Jillian Slater, Project Archivist, University of Dayton
Jslaterl@udayton.edu

Amy Rohmiller, Program Assistant, Ohio Historical Society
arohmiller@ohiohistory.org
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