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TEACHING AIDS TN MATHEMATICS

For many years, mathematics classes have had a traditional aura about
them. The textbook has been the major source of material. The typical
lesson consists of review assignments discussed in class, presentation of the
new material usually by the teacher, some applications of these new concepts,
and a homework assignment for the next day. This routine is repeated from
day to day, term to t,erm.l The students are acting merely as machines. The
teachers ask questions, and the students answer from memory., This is one of
the main reasons why there is a lack of understanding in mathematics’classes.2

Some memorization in learning is required, but the contention is that
it can and should be minimized., Mathematics is a topic that camnot be learned
by sheer memory., A student of mathematics must minimize memorization and
maximize reasoning to find the correct method for a problem. If a student
has something tangible that he can hold, see, feel, and better yet if he
can make it for himself, much more retention of the subject is possible,
Through the use of instructional aids memorization can be minimized and the
student's imagination will be challenged. He must still reason to solve

problems, but imagination acts as a stimulus to reason, >

11rvin Kaufman and Stephen Krulik, Multi.sensory Techniques in
Mathematics Teaching (New York: Teachers Practical Press, Incorporated,

1963), p. 1.

2L. A. Kenna, Understanding Mathematics with Visual Aids, (New Jersey:

Littlefield, Adams and Company, 1962), p. l.

3bid.
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