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ABOUT THE DOCUMENT . O '

Lantitiae Sancta,e is one of the fifteen encyclical and apostolic
letters on the Rosary which Pope Leo XIII wrote between 1883 and
1898. This letter, as well as the others, is a reflection of the pope's
own deep devotion to Our Lady. Yet these writings are much more
than an expression of his personal devotion; they may be looked
upon as a means of combating the social unrest of the times-as
a complement of his many social encyclicals. Practically promoting
devotion to the Rosary, Pope Leo conseerated the month of October
to Our Lady of the Rosary and added the invocation "Queen of
the Holy Rosary" to the Litany of Loreto.

In Laetitian Sanctae the Rosary is presented as the remedy for
three social evils: dislike of a simple life of labor, repugnance to
all suffering, and forgetfulness of eternal life.

(published with ecclesiastical approual)
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LAETITIAE SANCTAE
Encyclicql Letter of tEO Xlll

The sacred ioy which it has been given to us to feel in attaining

the fiftieth anniversary of our episcopal consecration has been deep-

ened by the knowtedge that it was sha red by the people of the

whole Catholic world, and that as a father in the midst of his chil-

dren we have been consoled by the touching testimonies of their

loyalty and love. We gratef ully accept it and record it as a f resh

proof of God's specia I providence, and one which is markedly f ull

of bounty to ourselves, and of blessing to the Church.

At the same time we delight to offer our thanks for this signal

benef it to the august Mother of God, whose powerful intercession

we feel to have been exercised in our behalf. For hers is the loving-

kindness which, throughout the years and in the vicissitudes of life,

has never failed US, and which duy by duy seems to draw nearer to

us than ever, filling our soul with gladness and strengthening us

with a confidence of which the surety is higher than the things of

time. lt is as if the voice of the heavenly Queen made itself heard

to Us: at one moment graciously consoling us in the midst of trials;

at another guiding us by her counsel in directing the great work of

the satvation of souls; at another, urging us to admonish the Christ-

ian people to advance in piety and in the practice of every virtue.

For us it is once more a loy as well as a duty to respond to her in-

spirations. Among the huppy results that have already rewarded our

exhortations which were due to her prompting, W€ have to reckon

the remarkabte impulse given to the devotion of the Most Holy

Rosary. This awakening has made itself felt in the increased number

of confraternities instituted for the purpose, the voluminous litera'

ture of pious and learned works written upon the subiect, and the

manifold tributes which Christian art has not failed to bring to its

se rv i ce.

And now, ds if for yet another time listening to the voice of the:

same zealous Mother, who calls upon us to "rry out and cease not,"

we reioice to address you again, venerable Brethren, upon the sub-

iect of the Rosary, standing as we do upon the eve of that month of

october which, by the granting of special indulgences, we have

deemed it well to dedicate to this most popular devotion. Our ap-

peal to you, however, will be intended not so much to add any

further recommendation of a method of prayer so Praiseu'orthy in
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itself' nor yet to press upon the faithful the necessity of practisingit stifl more fervently,but rather to point out how we may drawfrom this devotion certain advantages which are especialfy valuableand needfuf at the present duy.

THE ROSARY AND SOCIETY
For we are convinced that the Ros dry, if devoutfy used, is boundto benefit not only the individual but society at large.
No one wifl do us the iniustice to deny that in the discharge ofthe duties of the Srpreme Apostolate we have labored dS, Godhefping, we shall ever continue to labor -- to promote the civil pros-perity of mankind. Repeatedly have we admonished those who areinvested with sovereign power that they should neither make norexecute laws except in conformity with the equ ity of the divine

mind' On the other hand, we have constantly besought citizens whowere conspicuous by genius, industry, family, or lortune, to iointogether in common counsel and action to safeguard and to promote
whatever would tend to the strength and weil-being of the com-
munity' Only too many elements are at work in the present cendi-
tion of things to loosen the bonds of public order and to draw the
people. away from sound principles of f ife and conduct.

f,lfStlKE OF POVERTY -- THE JOYFUT fvlySTERtES
' There a re three inf f uences wh ich a ppea r to us to have the chief
pf ace in bringing about this downgrade movement of society. These
are' first, distaste for a simpfe life of labor; second, r€pugnance to
s ufferin$ of a ny k ind; th ird , f orgetf u Iness of the f utu re life.

We d"plore -- and those who iudge things merely by the light and
according to the standard of nature ioin us in depforing -- that society
is threatened with a serious danger in the growing contempt of those
homely duties and virtues which make up the beauty of humble life.
To this cause we may trace in the home the eagerness of children
to withdraw themselves from the natural obligation of obedience to
the parents, and their impatience of any form of treatment which is
not of the indulgent and soft kind. In the workman, it evinces itself
in a tendency to desert his trade, to shrink from toil, to become dis-
contented with his lot, to fix his gaze on things that are above him,
and to look forward with unthinking hopefulness to some future
equalization of propertY.We may observe the same temper per-
meating the masses in their eagerness to exchange the life of the
ruraf districts for the excitement and pleasures of the town. Thus the
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equilibrium between the classes of the community is being de-

stroyed, everything becomes unsettled, men's minds become a prey
to iealousy and corroding envy, rights are openly trampled under
foot, and f inally, the people, betrayed in their expectations, attack

public order and place themselves in opposition to those who are

cha rged to ma inta in it.
For evils such as these let us seek a remedy in the Ros arY, which

consists in a fixed order of prayer combined with devout meditation
on the I if e of Ch rist a nd H is B lessed Mother. Here, if the ioyf u I

mysteries be but clearly brought home in the minds of the people,

an obiect-lesson of the chief virtues is placed before their eyes. Each

one will thus be able to see for himself how easy, how abundant,

how sweetly attractive, are the lessons to be found therein for the

teading of an honest life. Let us take our stand in front of that earthly
and divine home of holiness, the House of Nazareth. How much we

have to learn from the daily life which was led within its walls! What

an all-perfect model of domestic society! Here we behold simplicity

and purity of conduct, perfect agreement and unbroken harmony,

mutual respect and love -- not of the false and fleeting kind, but that

which finds both its life and its charm in devotedness of service.

Here is the patient industry which provides what is required for food

and raiment; which does so "in the sweat of the brow"; which is con-

tented with little, and seeks rather to diminish the number of its

wants than to multiply the sources of its wealth. Better than all, we

find here that supreme peace of mind and gladness of soul whictr

never fail to accompany the possession of a tranquil conscience.

These are precious examptes of goodness, of modesty, of humility,

of hard-working endurance, of kindness to others, of diligence in the

smalt duties of daily life, and of other virtues; and once they have

made their influence felt, they gradually take root in the soul, and

in the course of time fail not to bring about a hupPy change of mind

and conduct. Then will each one begin to feel his work as no longer

lowly and irksome, but welcome and delightful, and clothed with a

certain ioyousness by his sense of duty in discharging it conscien-

tiously. Then will gentler manners prevail everywhere; home life will

be loved and esteemed; and the relations of man with man will be

hallowed by a larger inf usion of respect and charity. And if this

betterment should go forth from the individual to the family and to

communities and thence to the people at large so that human life

should be lifted up to this standard, ho one will fail to feel hovr
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great and lasting indeed would be the gain achieved for society.

REPUGNANCE TO SUFFERING ,. THE SORROWFUI MYSTERIES
A second evil, one which is especially pernicious and which, be-

cause of the increasing harm which it works to souls, we can never
sufficiently duplore, is to be found in repugnance to suffering and
in eagerness to escape whatever is hard or painful to endure. The
greuter number are thus robbed of that peace and freedom of mind
which rema rd of those who do what is right, undismayed
by the peril s to be met with in doing so. Rather do they
dream of a ivilization in which all that is unpleasant shall
be removed, and all that is pleasant shall be supplied. By this pas-
sionate and unbridled desire for living a life of pleasure, the minds
of men are weakened; and if they do not entirefy succumb, they
become demoralized and miserabfy cower and sink under the hand-
ships of the battle of life.

In such a contest example is everything, and a powerful means
of renewing our courage will undoubtedly be found in the holy
Rosary, if from our earliest years our minds have been trained to
dwell upon the sorrowful mysteries of Our Lord's life, and to drink
in their meaning by sweet and silent meditation. In them we shatt
fearn how Christ, "the Author and Finisher of faith,"r began "to do
and to teach,"z in order that we might see written in His example
all the lessons that He Himself taught us for the bearing of our
burden of fabor and sorrow, and mark how those sufferings which
were hardest to bear were those which He embraced with the great-
est measure of generosity and good will. We behold Him over-
whelmed with sadness, so that drops of blood ooze like sweat from,
His veins. We see Him bound like a malefactor, subiected to the
iudgment of the unrighteous, laden with insults, covered with shaffi€,
assailed with false accusations, torn with scourges, crowned witft
thorns, nailed to the Cross, accounted unworthy to live, and con-
demned by the voice of the multitude as deserving death. Here, too,
we contemplate the grief of the Most Holy Mother, whose soul was
not merely wounded but pierced by the sword of sorrow, SO that
she might be called and become in truth the Mother of Sorrows.
Witnessing these examples of fortitude, not with sight but by faith,
who is there who will not feel his heart grown warm with the desire
of imitating them?

Then, even though the earth is accursed and brings forth thistles
and thorns; even though the soul is saddened with grief and the
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body with sickness -- even so, there will be no evil which the envy
of man or the rage of devils can invent, nor calamity which can fall
upon the individual or the community, over which we shall not tri-
umph by the patience of suffering. For this reason it has been truly
said that it belongs to the Christian to do and to endure great things,
for he who deserves to be called a Christian must not shrink from
following in the footsteps of Christ. But by this patience, We mean,
not that empty stoicism in enduring pain which was the ideal of
some of the philosophers of old, but rather that patience which is

learned from the example of Him Who, "having ioy set before Him

endured the Cross, despising the shame."3 lt is the patience which
is obtained by the help of His grace; which does not shirk a trial
because it is painful, but accepts it and esteems it as a gain, howeveri

hard it may be to undergo. The Catholic Church has always had,

and happily still has, multitudes of men and women in every rank

and condition of life who are glorious disciples of this teaching, and

who, fol lowing f a ithf u I Iy in the path of Ch rist, suf f er in iu ry a nd

hardship for the cause of virtue and religion. They re-echo, not with
their lips but with their life, the words of St. Thomas"'Let us also

go, that we may die with Him."a
May such types of admirable constancy be more and more splen-

didly multiplied in our midst, to the weal of society and to the glory

and edification of the Church of God!

FORGETFUTNESS OF THE FUTURE IIFE-.THE GIORIOUS MYSTERIES

The third evil for which a remedy is needed is one which is

chiefly characteristic of the limes in which we live. Men in former

ages, although they loved the world and loved it far too well, dicj

not usually aggravate their sinful attachment to the things of earth

by a contempt of the things of Heaven. Even the right-thinking Por-

tion of the pagan world recognized that this life was not a home but

a dwelling place, not our destination but a stage in the iourney. But

men of our duy, albeit they have had the advantages of Christian

instruction, pUrsue the false goods of this world in such wise that

the thought of their true Fatherland of enduring huppiness is not

only set aside, but, to their shame be it said, banished and entirely

erased from their memory, notwithstanding the warning of St. Paul:

"We have not here a lasting city, but we seek one which is to
come."5

When we seek the causes of this forgetfulness, WO are confronted

in the first place by the fact that many allow themselves to believe

J
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that the thought of a future fife tends in some way to sap lhe loveof country, and thus militates against the prosperity of the common-wealth' No illusion coufd be more foolish or detestable. our future
hope is not of a kind which so monopofizes the minds of men as towithdraw their attention from the interest of this li{.e. Christ com-
mands us, it is true, to seek the kingdom of God, and to seek it first,obut not in such a manner as to neglect afl things else. For the use
of the goods of the present life, and the right enjoyment which they
furnish, may serve both to strengthen virtue and to reurard it. The,
spfendor and beauty of our earthly habitation, by which human so-
ciety is ennobled, may mirror the splendor and beauty of our dwell-
ing which is above. Therein we see nothing that is not worthy of
the reason of man and of the wisdom of God. For the same God
Who is the Author of nature is the Author of grace, and He has
willed that one should not collide or conflict with the other but
that they should act in friendly alliance, so that under the leadership.
of both we may the more easily arrive at that immortal happiness
for which we mortal men were created.

But men of carnal mind, who love nothing but themselves, dllow
their thoughts to concentrate upon things of earth until they are un-
able to lift them to that which is higher. Far from using the goods
of time as a help toward securing those which are eternal, they lose
sight altogether of the world which is to come, and sink to the
lowest depths of d"gradation. We may doubt if God could inflict
upon rnan a more terrible PUnishmenl than to allow him to waste
his whole life in the pursuit of earthly pleasures, and in forgetf ul-
ness of the huppiness which alone lasts forever.

From this danger they will be huppily rescued who, in the pious
practice of the Rosary, are wont, by frequent and fervent prayer, to
keep before their minds the gforious mysteries. These mysteries are
the means by which in the soul of a Christian a most clear light is
shed upon the good things, hidden to sense but visible to faith
"which God has prepared for those who love Him." From them we
learn that death is not an annihifation which ends all things, but
merely a migration and passage from life to life. By them we are
taught that the path to Heaven lies open to all men, and as we be-
hold Christ ascending thither, W€ recall the sweet words of His
promise, "l go to prepare a place for you."z By them we are re-
minded that a time will come when "God will wipe away every tear
from our eyes"; and that "neither mourning, nor crying, nor sorrow,
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shall be any more";8 and that "\ /e shall be always with the Lord,"o
and "like to the Lord, for we shall see Him as He is,"lO and "drink
of the torrent of H is delight" as "f ellow-citizens of the satnts," in
the blessed companionship of our glorious Queen and Mother.
Dwelling upon such a prospect, our hearts are kindled with desire,
and we exclaim, in the words of a great saint, "How vile grows the
earth when I look up to Heaven!" Then, too, shall we feel the solace
of the assurance that "that which is at present momentary and light
of our tribulation worketh for us above measure exceedingly as

eternal weight of glory."rr
Here alone we discover the true relation between time and eter-

nity, between our life on earth and our life in Heaven; and it is thug
alone that are formed strong and noble characters. When such char-

acters can be counted in large numbers, the dignity and well-being
of society are assured. All that is beautiful, good, and true will flour-
ish in the measure of its conformity to Him Who is of all beauty,
goodness, a nd truth the First Principle a nd the Eterna I Sou rce.

CONFRATERNITIES OF THE ROSARY

These considerations will explain what we have already laid down

conceming the fruitful advantages which are to be derived from the

use of the Rosary, and the healing power which this devotion pos-

sesses for the evils of the age and the fatal sore of society. These

advantages, as we may readily conceive, will be secured in a higher

and fuller measure by those who band themselves together in the

sacred Confraternity of the Rosary, and who are thus more than

others united by a special and brotherly bond of devotion to the

Most Holy Virgin. 'ln this Confraternity, approved by the Roman

Pontiffs and enriched by them with indulgences and privileges, they

possess their own rule of government, hold their meetings at stated

times, and are provided with ample means of leading a holy life and

of laboring for the good of the community. They are, so to speak, the

battalions which fight the battle of Christ, armed with His sacred

mysteries and under the banner and guidance of the heavenly

eueen. How faithfully her intercession is exercised in response to

their prayers, processions, and solemnities, is written in the whole

experience of the Church not less than in the splendor of the victory

of Lepa nto.
It is, therefore, to be desired that renewed zeal should be called

forth in the fou nd ing, en la rg ing, a nd d i recting of these confratern-

7
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ities, and that not onfy by the sons of St. Dominic, to whom by uirtue
of their Order a leading part in his apostolate belongs, but by all
who are charged with the care of souls, and notably in those places
in which the Confraternity has not yet been canonically established.
We have it especially at heart that those who are engaged in the
sacred field of the missions, whether in carrying the Gospel to bar-
barous nations abroad, or in spreading it among the Christian na-
tions at home, should look upon this work as especially their own.
lf they will make it the subiect of their preaching, we cannot doubt
that there will be large numbers of the faithful of Christ who will
readily enroll themselves in the Confraternity, and who will ear-
nestly endeavor to avail themselves of those spiritual advantages of
which we have spoken, in which consist the very meaning and
motive of the Rosa ry. From the conf ratern ities the rest of of the
faithful will receive the example of greater esteem and reverence
for the practice of the Rosary, and they wilf be thus encouraged to
reap from it, as we heartily desire that they may, the same abundant
f ruits for their sou ls' sa lvation.

CONCLUSION
This, then is the hope which, amid the manifold evils which beset

society, brightens, consoles, and supports us. May Mary, the Mother
of God and of men, herself the authoress and teacher of the Rosary,
procure for us its huppy fulfillment. lt will be your part, Venerable
Brethren, to provide that by your efforts our words and our wishes
may go forth on their mission of good for the prosperity of families
and the peace of peoples.

And as a pledge of divine favor and of our own affectioh, we
lovingly bestow upon you, four clergy, and your people the Apos-
tolic Benediction.

Given in, Rome, at St. Peter's,

the year eighteen hundred and
Pontif icate.

1. Heb. xil, 2.
2. Acts i, 1.
3. Heb. xii, 2.
4. Jn. xi, 16.
5. Heb. xiii, 14.
6. Lk. xii, 31.
7. Jn. xiv, 21.
8. Apoc. xxi, 4.
9. I Thess. iv, 16.
10. I Jn. iii, 2.
11. II Cor. iv, 17.

the eighth duy of September, in
ninety-three, the sixteenth of our

Leo X lll, Pope
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