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MODERN BREAKTHROUGHS AND FORECASTS IN EDUCATION

In September, 1957, many Americans plctured Russia as
a vast slum composed largely of baggy-trousered peasants who
couldn't make a decent refrigerator -or automobile. On
October li, 1957, when the Russlans placed the first manmade
hardware in orbit around the earth, this illusion exploded
into bleak reality,.

The American people were ataggered. The Eisenhower
administration was ih serious trouble--but not for long. With-
in weeks the nation-was given to underatand that the school
teachers were to blame., America had fallen behind because
John Dewey's fuzzy-minded disciples had failed to teach children
enough science. Suddenly, American secondary education became
our national embarrassment.L

The effect of the breakthrough in satellite technology
and the subsequent criticism has been to make education all the
rage. Bxperimentation has become a visable notion in a tradi-
tionally conventional enterprise. The problem is that we are
moving in a confused direction, What education needs is not
more money from the outside but drastic changes on the inside.2

Since the launching of the first Sputnik, the United
States has developed a remarkable technological dexterity. This
is evidenced by the rash of hardware now being placed in space,

The emergence of satellite technology was underscored when the









Just as Socrates brough philosophy down from Mount
Olympus, there is a need today for scholars and teachers to
bring the new idea in education from the minds of the few
into the practice of the many, If this were done, its impact
might be such that the nineteenth-century’ideas of Karl Marx
could not compete and would become only of historical interest
to the world. In this potentially most promising and most
dangerous of ages, it is now time to do more than write or
talk about the new idea in education, which reasons and ex-
perience tell us is better. It is now time to unleash this
new idea which could lead us to that green continent so clearly
seen by Francias Bacon in the dawn of science. And what have
we to lose when now we cannot even dimly see the shore?8

Enshrined in the history of education is the sterotype
of the frontier schoolmaster, His was the rural American
school that prodﬁced the Rockefellers, the Firestones, and
the Ketterings, and won respect for the profession of teaching.
The term of "schoolmaster" 1s out-of-date today, but the need
for educators who are masters ¢f their profession is greater
than ever on our modern frontier,

It is a frontier characterized by mobility. Thirty
million Americans change addresses each year, Classrooms
become cosmopolitian for what is taught in Alabama or Arkansas
or Oklahoma today, may determine the skills of the citizenry
of Ohio, Oregon or New York tomorrow, With the fact of geo-

graphic change, one out of every six Jobs today is located in
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