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The Subcommittee on the Catechism, United States
Conference of Catholic Bishops, has found the doctrinal
content of this manual, copyright 2011, to be in conformity
with the Catechism of the Catholic Church.
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Welcome to Stories of God’s Love!

This year you will be a teacher in a religion readiness program that
helps yvoung children take their first steps on their journey of faith.
Staries of God's Love Kindergarien program:
e teaches children appropriate Scripture storfes that tell them of
God's love and connects these stories to the children's lives.
s follows the guldelines of the Subcommities on the Catechism
of the United States Conference of Catholic Bishops to assist the
review of kindergarten materials.

s incorporates a simple “Teach and Apply” process in every lesson.

§ WEAVES PTayeT experiences into every lesson.

» connects your sessions o the home by offering weekly family
enrichment.

s supparts your religion coordinator with resources to make your
religion readiness program effective and enjoyable.

Your Role

Beginning to teach [rom your new program
can be a wonderful experience. As Stories of
God s Love Kindergarten program was being
developed, you were thought about every
step of the way. We considered the needs of
both beginning teachers and the needs of
experienced, veteran kindergarten educators,
The result is teacher guides that will make a
difference!

We created two guides for Storfes of God 5 Love
Kindergarten program: a Catechist Guide for those who
teach one session per week, and a Teacher Guide for those who
offer religion sessions on multiple days. You'll find that the session
plans are very sim ple and easy to use. They were written by people who
actually teach religion readiness classes just like yours, so we know
that these lessons will work for you.

These guides have excellent organizational pages and background
information on the topics that you will be teaching—hundreds of ideas
you can use. Colorful Teaching Posters and a Music Songbook with CD

HTEHIEU ﬂ\'ﬂilﬂhlﬂ- In ﬂfl.{ljti[:'lif Wi hgjpf_ﬁ !.I'l]ulu tlE['ﬂITII'_' i | ]'l.',ﬁ L!I;'I.Il Visiior

to our supportive Web site designed to offer even more ideas. You'll

find it at RCLBenziger.com.

We're looking forward to working with you!




Kindergarten catechists and teachers do more than simply teach rel igion to young learners,
First of all, catechisis are people of faith themselves who let the Word of God echo, or
resound, through their lives and teaching. Religion teachers and

catechists share their faith and help the children to apply and
live out their faith day by day.

I you are like most catechists and teachers, you

may already have realized that teaching religion is
different from most other teaching tasks. Certainly,
vour storytelling ability and skills for organizing
cooperative play activities will serve you well, But
there is a different atmosphere in faith formation
because you are sharing your own faith as well as

your knowledge.

You may be wondering what you are getting yourself
into and asking how you can ever help children to Erow
in faith. You might also be wondering if you are up to the

challenge. Well, you are! You are one of the thousands of catechists
and teachers who have asked these same questions and have discovered a wonderful
secret: Helping young children begin their journey of faith is one of the most important
ministries of the Church and one of its most rewarding.

Here is a simple approach to your ministry that will make this year a satisfying one for you:

Relax! Some teachers and catechisis find the idea of sharing faith a little frightening.
Remember, the Scriptures tell us that our ancestors in faith, including Moses, Jeremiah,
Peter and Mary, faced the same fear, With God's help, they did great things. You will too.

Ask guestions! You are not expected to have the answers to every question the children

miay ask. Your pastor, priests, principal, DRE, kindergarten coordinator and other
teachers will gladly help you respond to the children. We will too.

Take your time! Remember, you are both a teacher and a learner. Be patient with yourself
as you learn. Trust the Holy Spirit. The important thing is to continue to grow in your
minisiry.

[ise your guide! Inthe pages that follow, vou'll find a comprehensive introduction to
Stories of God's Love Kindergarten program, including an overview of the effective and
casy-1o-use “teach and apply” format. You'll find hundreds of helpful tips and activities
o engage young children in the lesson plans that follow. Gradually, you'll find yourself
growing in competence and confidence about your ministry.

Examine the children’s leafleis. Browsing through the children’s leaflets, including
the family pages, will help you to capture the flavor of what you are to present to the
children. Becoming familiar with the sequence of lessons will also help you plan your
calendar.

You are embarking on an exciting journey this vear. Be sure to take advantage of all the
opportunities for growth as a teacher that are offered by your parish or school. And most of
all, have fun!




Getting Started

Your Children

Your success as a teacher depends on your relationship with the
children, Welecome the children with warmth and enthusiasm., Be sure
to tell them how much you look forward to getting 1o know

L

them.
Here are some basic principles to keep In mind with
all young people:

s Respect them as children of God.

» Honor the children’s abilities, their

imagination and their desire
to know and love Go.

n Value the children as learners.

» Involve the children actively in the
learning process.

s Help the children understand what a
dilference faith can make in their lves.

You will learn more about the special characteristics of
five- and six-year-old children on pages 10 and 11 of this guide.

Your Teaching Space
Every teacher and catechist faces the challenge of creating an
inviting and safe catechetical environment. With a litthe creativity
and determination, you can transform your setting into a warm and
inviting environment for the teaching of religion.
Here are some questions to discuss with your principal, DRE or
religion coordinater:
= What are the safe environment guidelines of your parish or
diocese?
« Isyour teaching space shared with others? Can you meet with
the other people whio use the space to discuss needs and to build
a spirit of cooperation?
o Are the chairs, desks and tables the appropriate size for the
children? Can the seating be rearranged for different activities?

» Can the lighting and temperature be adjusted for comfore?
Is a chalkboard, a dry-erase board or newsprint available?
Are you allowed 1o tape posters or other materials to walls or
bulletin boards?

» How will the children clean up after the activities?

= What electronic media equipment is available? How can you be
trained to use that equipment?




e

Your Prayer Center

The prayer center is the heart of your catechetical teaching space. It
tells the children that sharing faith together is a sacred activity. Gather
with the children in or around the prayer center for praver each time
you meet with them.

Here are some simple practical ideas for creating a prayer center:

s Cover asmall table with a cloth, preferably with a cloth that is
the color of the liturgical season or the liturgical feast you are
celebrating.

s Place a crucifix on the wall or on a table in the prayer center.

= Place a candle on the table as a sign that Christ is the Light of the
World. (Be sure o check and follow all fire regulations. Battery
powered Mameless candles are a good option.)

» Enthrone an open Bible on the table by displaying pages from
important passages for the day.

= Place a plant or other objects that symbolize the lesson theme in
the prayer center, [nvite the children to take turns helping vou
decorate the praver center by bringing in objects from home that
might be appropriate to symbolize the themes you are covering
in class.

Your General Supply List

Mo matter how well-equipped with materials your parish programs
are, there will usually be additional materfals that you will need. Here
are some items to have on hand:
 Art supplies such as art paper, construction paper, poster board,
newsprint, colored markers, crayons, glue, washable paints,
paint brushes, paint smocks, appropriate safety scissors, tape
and yarn.
o Audiovisuals such as DVDs and videos, photos, posters and
music tapes or CDs. Stories of God's Love Kindergarten program
CI and Songbook are available and specifically designed for this
PrOgram.
= Materials for your prayer center such as a cloth, a Bible, a
crucifix, a candle, a plant and sym beols for the liturgical seasons
and feasts.
s A bulletin board reserved for displaying religious projects and
education topics such as the liturgical seasons and feasts of the
Church.




Who Is the Kindergarten Child?

Kindergarten children have a growing sense of independence. Yet they

also may be somewhat anxious as they branch out to new horizons. Five-
and six-year-olds can be very enthusiastic about their endeavors. When
given adequate support, they love new places, new ideas and new bits of
information. Remember that as five-year-old children become six-year-olds,
changes will oceur rapidly in their growth and development.

Physical Development

Kindergarteners abound with energy. Their new abilities in balance and
coordination allow them to ride a bike with training wheels, swim, jump rope
and play most ball games. They can also use their fingers to control writing
and painting tools as well as manage zippers, buttons and shoelaces. You can
expect your kindergarteners to:

s appear restless even when seated.

» have short attention spans or be easily distracted by things in the
environment around them.

s enjoy bodsterous play.

= be continuing to develop coordination skills.

= be quite good at large motor skills such as clapping, hopping and
skipping while they are talking or singing.

= be continuing to develop fine motor skills; cutting is a skill that needs
practice.

Cognitive Development and Learning Skills

Kindergarteners are creative and enthusiastic problem solvers. They are
eager to learn more about the world and how it works. They are able to gather
information and carry out simple investigations. Hands-on experiences
help them discover "how” and “why" things happen. You can expect your
kindergarteners o

« learn best through touch, exploration and movement; through
activities that engage the whole child, and through the presentation of
concepis one at a time.
display increased ability to sequence things in time and enjoy hearing
about the past.
= enjoy dress-up, fantasy stories and puppet plays.
be interested in expanding beyond themselves and their immediarte

families.
« favor show-and-tell as a favorite activity.




Language Development

Kindergarteners begin to extend their oral language skills to reading and

writing. They use increasingly descriptive language to share information, ask

questions and provide explanations. You can expect your kindergarteners to:
w display emerging reading skills.

pronounce words clearly.

= have a good size vocabulary that continues to grow rapidly.

= be able to wait their turn to speak during group conversations.

m be able to discuss stories and tell their own tales.

Social and Emotional Development

Kindergarteners become more social as they prefer activities that involve
other children. They can handle feelings and social simations with greater
independence. They may even choose to o to another room to calm down
or try negotiating before asking for an adult to help. Fitting in and being
accepted by the group is becoming more and more important. You can
expect vour Kindergarteners (o

m get along well with all classmates.

= begin to understand rules, the concepts of winning/losing and warking
together,
have difficulty losing, possibly walking away from a team game and
pouting when losing,
view the teacher as always right.
seek affirmation of their abilities.
play best in pairs rather than in larger groups.

Spiritual Growth and Development

Kindergarten is a wonderful time for teachers and catechists to support
families in developing the Catholic Identity of their children. It is a time to
celebrate simple rituals and the traditions of the Church. Kindergarten is a
time to introduce the children to a beginning faith vocabulary and provide
a readiness for future catechesis in the faith of the Catholic Church. You can
expect your kKindergarteners to:
s have a natural sense of wonder and awe that fosters sensitivity o the
sacred.
s imagine God as a human person.
» experience God's love through parents or guardians and other family
members.
s have a natural tendency for prayer and enjoy ceremony and ritual.
s bhe comfortable with both formal and spontaneous prayer.
» interpret Bible stories and other stories literally, be unable to derive the
symbolic meaning.

@
&



Scope and Sequence

INTRODUCTORY CHAPTER

INTRODUCTORY CHAPTER FOCUS

Wi Miten fo slorfes frann the Bible
Stoarties i thi Bilne fefl s alboen Gonl s o
Welcome Chapter

Major Cancept:  The Bibde is a special holy book from God. God tells us
about himse#f in the Bible, God tefls us how much he

loves us
Eey Word: Eible
Story: "Stoeies from the Special Holy Book”

UNIT ONE

God Gave Us the World

UHIT ONE FOCUS
Cioaed s the Cresfor Al Goel crestes is ool
Chapter 1: God Created the World
Major Concept:  God |5 the Creator. Hio creatied the world and
everything in it All God created s good.
Key Word: creation
Bible S1ary: "God Created Al Things Good”
Based o Genesis 121-31
Chapter 2: Wae Care for Creation
Major Concapt:  God said, "Let people take cane of all the crestunes
| made” Based an Genesis 1:26
Ky Word: cade (for creatian)
Stary: *Fdusic in the Park™
Chapter 3: God's Promise to Noah
Major Concept:  God made a special promise to Beah and throwgh ham
1o all humankind. God promised to care for all people
and animals. The ralnbaow s a sign that God loves and
cared for us.
Eay Waord: paroTiiee
Bible Story: o s Prosmise” Based on Genesis 69
Chapter4:  We Share God’s Love
i ot
Major Concept:  Godl always shares his love with us. We show our
for God when we show our love for cther people.
Ky Word: shiare
Stery: =4 Sandwich and a Note®

UNIT TWOD

God Knows and Loves Us

UINIT TWO FOCOUS
Texus fells g thad earch perso s special fo Giod, Geal foves and coanes for s
Chapter 5: Jesus Welcomes the Children
Major Conceptz  Jesws taught that everyons (s 1o live as & child ol God,
Thimgs we do and say e to show that vwe ane children
of Geped ainvdl Follioeepers of Jetus,
Hory Weerel: Jesun
Bibie Story: “Jesus Blesses the Children® Based on Matthew 19:13-
15, Mark 101 3=16 and Luke 158:15=17
Chapter6:  We Are Children of God
Major Concept:  God lowves us. We are children of God,
Koy Waord: gifis
Sory: “Chen's Gift"
Chapter 7 Jesus s the Good Shepherd
Major Concept:  Jesus B the Good Shepherd, He loves and canes for his
sheep.
Ky Word: brust
Bible Story: Sl |5 the Good Shepherd” Based on John 10:14-15
and Luke 15:3-7
Chapter 8: We Care for Others
Major Concapt:  Godd boves and cares for us. We share God's love for
other Flll:ﬁpl-l;' whn we care for thenm,
Ky Word, care {for other peoplel
Story: “Mot Enough Toys®

UNIT THREE

Jesus Is God's Own Son

LFHIT THREE FOLCUFS
Coendd thie Forthier send s fesaes fesns i e Sovr o Goel. Moy aeed Toseplh
toved el careel for fesns Cur fanrilies fove aned core for us,

Chapter 9: Jasus Lived in a Family
Major Concept:  God chose Mary 10 be the Mother of Jesus, Joseph
cared for Mary and Jesus Jesus, Mary and Joseph ane
called the Holy Family,
Ky Ward: family
Bitale Story: “Tiee Birth of Fesus”™ Bated on Luke 1:36-35, 21-7, 1517
Chapter 10: My Family Is a Sign of God's Love
Major Concept: My Family is a gift from God. My family loves and takes
cane of rise. by family helps me to show my lave for God,
Kiry Werds belong
Stery: *Family Fun on Friday®
Chapter 11:  Jesus Teaches Us to Pray
or Concept:  Joesus prayed to God the Father, Jesus taeght us [0 pray
. 1o God the Father boo, W tedl God the Fathes that we
P hirm
Ky Word: pray
Bibhs Story: “Jasus Teaches Uk the Our Father® Based an Luke 11:1-4
Chapter 12: We Pray Every Day
Major Comcapiz W pray every day, The Holy Spirit helps us to pray. We
thank God for his blessings when we pray.
Key Ward: Holy Trinity

Story: *Teaching Lucy the Wands®



God Gave Us Our Church Family

UNIT FOUR FOCUS
W are reerbers of aur Chired faimily,
Wi cededrate Crod’s fope with odnr Cluerel fariy,

Chapter 13:  Jesus Has Many Friends

Major Concept:  The friencs of Jesus are called the Church. Marmy pecpde
become friends of Jesus.

Hiry 'Woerd: Chuarch
Bilbile Story: *hepw Friends of Jesus” Based on Acts of the Aposthes
F14-47

Chapter 14:  We Belong to the Catholic Church

Major Concept:  The Church is made up of friends of fesus, Baptism
makis ek memibers of the Church,

Key Word: Baptism
Story: “ Speecial Famniby Sumday™
Chapter 15:  Jesus Feeds Many People

Major Comcept:  Jesus shows the people God's love. Jesus feeds the
crowc with five loaves of bread and two fish,

Key Word: thanik
Rible Stary: *Bread and Fish for EBveryone” Based on Luke &£10-17
and johnéi=13

Chapter 16:  We Thank God at Mass

Major Concept:  The Church family gathers to celebrate Mass, We come
tapether to thank God for his love for us.

Kay Ward: Masgs
S1ary: “We Thank God at Mass®

We Live as Friends of Jesus

URKIT FIVE FOCUS
W e s feesnis tennghat aes to lee, We are kind, findr and helgpfol.

Chapter 17: Zacchaeus Listens to Jesus
Major Cancept:  Zacchaeus listened to Jesus. Jesus teaches us to be
kind andd fakr,
Eiy Waord: listen
Bible Story: *Pacchaeus Listens 1o Jesus” Based on Luke 19:1-=3

Chapter 18: We Listen to Jesus
Major Comcepiz  besus taught us about God's love for us. We show God's

bowe to other prophe.
Key Word: kind
Story: “Walting for Lucy”

Chapter 19:  The Good Neighbor

Major Congept:  Josus told stonies 1o leach people, Jesus taoght us to
lowe one arsaiier.

Hy Wil nieighbar
Bible Story: “The Good Meighbor™ Based on Luke 10:35-37

Chapter 20: The Holy Spirit Is Our Helper
Major Concept:  The Holy Spirit is always with us, The Holy Spirit helps
uis e a5 children of God.
Ky Wodd: Haly Spirit
Story: “iada Shows Ermma the Way™

We Celebrate Holy Days and Holidays

Chapter 21:
Majar {ondept;

Key Word:
Stary:
Chapter 22;

Major Concepl:
ey Word:

Story
Chapter 23:
Major Concapt:
Koy Word:
Story:
Chapter 24
Major Conosplz

Ky Word:
Bibde Story:

Chapter 25
Major Concept:

Key Word:
Bible S1ary:

Chapter 26
Majer Conceplz

Ky Word:
Bilile Story:

Chapter 27
Major Concept:

Koy Ward:
Ribile Story:

Chapter 28
Major Conoept:

Key Wird:
Bilsle Story:

Chapter 29
Mafor Concepl:

Koy Ward:
Bibile Stary:

Chapter 30
Major Concepi:

Hazy Woarc:
Skory:

Mary's Birthday

Groed chose Mary bo be the Mother of Jesus. We celebrate
and hanor Mary and her parents on her binhday,

Mary

“God Chose Many™

All 5aints Day

Saints show us ways 1o ve o followers of Jesus.
Aainid

“A Party for besis’ Frignds”

Thanksgiving Day

We thank God for all our blessings. We shares o
blessings

Elessings

“How Many Chairs?”

Advent

Adhvent s a time of waiting and preparation for the
celodration of the birth of ke,

Advent

“An Al Brings Wondderful Mews 1o Mary™ Bated on
Lulop 122640, 46

Christmas

The Magl honored Jesus, the Son of God and the Son
of Mary.

Maqi

“The Magi Honor Baby Jesus” Based on Matthew 2:1-2,
G-11

The Holy Family

Jesus, Mary and Joseph were a farmily. They ane the Haly
Fammilly,

Holy Family

“The Boy Jesus bnthe Temple® Based on Like 2:41-52

Saint Valentine's Day

Jesus beaches us the Great Commandmsent. The Great
Commandment teaches us how to love as God wanns
s fo love.

Great Cammandment

“The Greatest Commandment”® Based on Matthew
333440

Lent

Fesars Invifes ws to grow in bose during Lent We grow n
It el i shae, help and peay.

Lent

“The Farmer and the Seed” Based on Mark 4:1-8

Easter

Easter is a time of new ife. The signs of new life rernbnd
us Ehat besus (s alive and is always with us,

Alleluia

“Allelinial Jedas 15 Allve!™ Based on Mattheswy 281, 5-8;
Mark 162, 7: Luke 24: 4-6, 9-1.1% John 2E1=10

Mary, Our Mother
M.ary is the Mother of Jesus and Gur rother koo, ?ﬂ.ar'!,r

howes uis. W honeor and show' aur love to Mary,
hanar

“Handprirts and Flowers® m



The Stories of God’s Love Kids

Sam
Hi. My name is Sam.
I love to build with blocks.
My favorite color is green.
| live with my mother and twin sister, Emma.

Sam loves to build things with his blocks. He can be
still and quiet for a long time as he builds. He is shy
around strangers, but always kind, When he grows up,
he wants to build houses,

Emma
Hi. My name is Emma,
| love to draw and paint pictures.
My favorite color is yellow.
| live with my mother and twin brother, Sam.

Emma is fun to be around. She Joves to be silly and to
make others laugh. It makes her feel good. Sometimes
she likes to paimt pictures to show the whole Family.
When she grows up, she wants to be an artist.

Jada

Hi. My name is Jada.

I lowe animals.

My favorite color is light blue.

I live with my mother, father and older brother, Darius.

Jada loves animals. She has a puppy and a goldfish. She
really likes to watch animals, especially at the zeo, She
has light blue glasses that she loves to wear. When Jada
BrOwWs up, shie wants to be aveterinarian,




Chen

Hi. My name is Chen.

| love cars and my racetrack.

My favorite color is red.

I live with my mother, father and baby sister, Lucy.

Chen is full of energy and likes to play with his cars
whenever he'can. He has many cars and a racetrack
in his room. He also likes to play with his baby sister,
Lucy. When Chen grows up, he wants to be a racecar
driver.

Marcos
Hi. My name s Marcos.
I love to sing and make music.
My favorite color is orange.
I live with my mother and father.

Marcos likes music. He has an MP3 player he likes (o
listen to, He likes to play his drums while he listens.
When Marcos grows up, he wanis to be a drummer in
a band with his friends.

Maria
Hi, My name is Maria,
I love to read and look at my books.
My favorite color is pink.
I live with my father and grandparents.

Maria is a good listener who loves to hear stories and
look at her books. She likes to go to the library with
Grandma to get new books each week. When she
grows up, she wants to write stories,




Component Overview




Children’s Leaflets

There are 31 story-based leaflets for Stories of
God's Love Kindergarten program.

s Dne introductory lesson to welcome the
children.

# Ten Bible story lessons,

= Ten present-day life story lessons that
connect with the Scripture stories,

= Ten seasonal celebrations,

Week 1: Bible Story

& Zacchaeus
u@ l.istnns to -.'lesua

The Bible Story / ' " : ;
E

presents the et :%. o

hilh thl’.fﬂf | 'F:'I"-

of the lesson, | %

Scripture stories form the heart of the Stories

of God's Love Kindergarten religion readiness
program. Young children are introduced to a
new Bible Story of God's love from the Scriptures
every other week. A corresponding Life Story
related to the child's life that reinforces the
scriptural theme is presented on alternate weeks,

Week 2: Life Stnw

1@. We Liﬂﬂn to 'JB‘EI.IE

The Life Story
parallels the
Bible Story
theme fram the
previous wieek
and connects
the faith theme
to the child's
everyday life.

Emma

set of character punch-outs for child to
use for storytelling and other activities

Colorful diploma for each
child recognizing their
participation in the program




Activity Pages

The center spread of each leaflet contains engaging activities to help the
children apply and integrate the weekly session theme into thelr own lives,

Jacchoaeus Listened to Jesus

Sesus Teght ZFacehoaui 10 b foir ond kind
Frienda of Jetus one foir and kind.

mnm"-.‘lﬂ"'"
e e B e o

Tl it e T O
| G‘Wh‘ﬁl-'“' i c O T

For My Family Page

A resource that supports parent’s efforts to actively
participate in the faith development of their child.

For My Family

o
B Lraetag nbe B uy

Sharing the Story ——

The story told in class is
provided for the parents

for retelling at home.

saints and Holy People

A short biographical sketch of
a saint or holy persen and their
important contribution to the

Catholic life expands the Life

[ Ferrhem sy b
B B .t ey s 1

\ie T et Jowus tought ui 1o Fve.

i

e

o

I+
-

Story based chapters. !

2 h‘_\-'-"“‘-—..,_\_*

Scripture Background e e
Helps parents better understand

the Scripture passages that form
the on of the Bible Story

|

fleny pemind 1A to be lor o kel
i ] i Che P et

Nurturing Our Children

Advice from experts gives
parents tips regarding their
child’s development.

Y ey s

Living Our Faith Together

A variety of sctivities foster
integrating what the children
have learned into everyday

family life,

TR A e

el e —
" R i s e i
i 1 e e b g e,y
Ve Wl -,

T e e 1 —
Ty S e e d-_..u.-_.
i s Sy e

|

Praying as a Family

Weekly family prayers provide
parents ways to guide their children

in developing good prayer habits.

S e lakin




Seasonal Lessons

Stories of God's Love Kindergarten program provides ten seasonal lessons that:
» introduce children to holy days, holidays, feasts and liturgical seasons.
m build Catholic identity,

m provide stories, activities and prayers.
» offer ways to extend the celebrations into the home.

= Mary’s Birthday « All Saints Day

» Thamksgiving Day ST — —




Teacher Guide

Background Page

Chapter background information to
assist the teacher in preparing for the
chapter theme that includes:

facecha TIE 2l i
™ T VL —-«.A_.I =SS0

' LSS

Fackartuund
———F Bscbground - About the Children

Insights inta the development
of kindergarten-age children

Background —
for the Teacher

A brief scriptural and

theological reflection related
to the chapter faith theme

A Few Suggestions

Practical teaching tips for
effective and age-appropriate
lessons

For Reflection
A question inviting

teachers to reflect on

their living of the chapter

faith theme and their

modeling the faith theme ==— More Background

for the children mmon ST, Tohorns | References to the Catechism of

jm—nt ! the Catholic Church, Compendium:
: e Catechism of the Catholic Chureh
and United 5tates Catholie
Catechism for Adults

Lesson Planner

dng Materials Needed
Faith Focus _ r o
: h;;{—___ '-‘:\'_;-:"'j A detailed list of necessary
The major fait us : materials to complete the lesson
for the chapter
Story———
The Bible story

or real-life-story

Enriching the Lesson Prayer

A quick reminder for additional A prayer centered on the session
resources to enrich the lesson theme to prepare the teacher
with song and the variety of

opportunities on RCLBenziger.com

Chapter Objectives
Brief statement of lesson
objectives to guide your
Mathing VPV VYV PP PYYPYYY

E L E ot s - i .\l‘.:..- i -
Tz | . 4 =

- B : % 99 s




Lesson Plan

In Stories of God s Love, you will follow this easy-to-use
step-by-step process as you teach each lessom:

= Gather
n Teach and Apply
= Pray

Gather —

Music signals the
children to move
to the Story Time
Area and helps

focus them on the
chapter story,

o

Teach /

Inevery lesson, the - " et Ak At

children discover :
and learn through JI,-" S
story. (1) The story is e

intreduced and the e 410 — " :' _

children are given a - - =
purpose for listening. ER—ms
(2] The children listen
to the story. (3} The
children are guided
to recall the details of
the story to reinforce :
their knowledge of —s
the story. o

Apply
Age-appropriate
activities engage the
children to reinforce
their understanding of
the story and connect
what they have learned
to their everyday life.

Activity Masters

Reproducible masters
are provided throughout
to enhance the activities.

_h:..'\:_,;%#a._? el "“‘i‘”

=l ilﬁr
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Pray

Your lessons end in
prayer. Additional
extended prayer
celebrations are
provided in the
Stories of God's
Love Kindergarten
program Songbook.

Additional Activities

Optional activities are provided for
every chapter. They offer you choices
for class activities that include strategisg
for the many ways children learm

N



Additional Resources

Music Program
Music is an integral part of Stories of God's
Love Kindergarten. The music program

includes the fellowing elements:

s Music CD containing both
lyrics and instrumental
wersions of each song

= Songbook with lyrics and
accompaniment for plano
and guitar and a prayer
celebration for each unit

Teaching Posters

Stories of God's Love Kindergarten
program provides you with a L oo
teaching poster for every session. Hgighhm’

These provide a focal point for
story time. The posters contain
the same images and story as
the ones on the corresponding
Children's Leaflet.

|l-\.r-|:-I-'-'\-'l""’l!'-"""'"r nr

E RCLBenziger.com

—_— Go to RCLEenziger.com to find a multitude of ideas for teachers

T and parents to help young children take their first steps in faith,
You'll find additional activities and teaching tips, as well as
resources for both the children and their families.

Program Director’s Manual

Kindergarten Program Coordinators will find a treasury
of resources In this manual to support their teachers
and parents and to connect the religion readiness
program to the whole community of faith.




Getting Ready

The Environment as the Third Teacher

Young children learn from active exploration of thelr environment.
It is important that we think about setting up the classroom with
activity centers that allow children o explore and learn.

Kindergarteners generally do not sit quietly at a table or floor activity
for very long (8-10 minutes maximumy). Thus, the environment needs
to be designed to allow them to move around, be active and make
choices. Teachers can "play” with the children, guiding them to engage
in tasks that help the children learn the concept of the day, such as
“caring for others” or "Jesus wants me to be kind to my friends.”

Refer 1o the Program Director’s Manual

or series Web site for suggested

materials and centers.

Establishing an appropriate

and engaging environment

will take some planning
on the teacher's part.
However, these efforts
can pay off with young
children who are engaged
in learning,




Getting Ready

The Importance of Active
Learning and Enticing Materials

Children at this stage of development learn by interacting with
materials and activities, Thus, the teacher will need to plan ahead and
have enticing materials (those that make the child want to participate)
setup in an inviting and engaging manner. It is best if children are
allowed (o explore the materials so that they can make their own
meaning with the guidance of the teacher. Modeling activities can be
helpful, but remember that children at this age may not get it "right”™
or have their product look like yours. The learning is what is important
through active engagement,

Classroom Management
through Guiding Behavior

Pasitive behavior management techniques have been proven to be
more effective than punitive or negative management strategies.
Strategies that will help you decrease hehavior problems include being
ready for class (having all your materials ready, music and books ready
1o go), praising appropriate behavior (sharing, helping others, picking
up toys or trash) and having a daily routine with cues to the children
when it is time for a transition and what the next activity
will be. Guiding the children through verbal
prompts, modeling of appropriate behavior
and praiging acts of kindness and acts
of helping will all encourage children
to "behave” in class. You will also
neid to support the children as
they learn to manage conflicts.
Help them learn the words and
support them as they practice
using them.




Health and Safety First!

Little children are infamous for runny noses, coughing and sharing
their germs! You can help stop the spread of germs by encouraging
and madeling appropriate hand washing with soap after using the
restroom, before eating snacks or after participating in a particularly
messy activity. Having tissues handy and teaching children

1o "Cover your mouth” in the crook of their arm will
also be helpiul.

Safety also needs to be taught, with gentle
reminders of class and school rules (no
running in the hallways, no climbing or
sitting on furniture other than chairs, no

hitting. and so on). It is often helpful for
children to be involved in making the
rules, with the teacher writing them on
poster board and the children decorating
the poster once it is complete,

Appropriate tools need to be available for the
children to use, including safety scissors {round
tips], non-toxic washable paints and cravons and
child-size tools if using any for the weekly activities,
Medical issues and allergies need to be known about the children,
as does emergency contact information for the parents/caregiver.

Family Involvement and Communication

Encourage families to be involved in the program. They can help in the
classroom, use the children’s leaflet to practice new concepis at home
or donate materials that are listed on the classroom wish list (see the
Program Director’s Manual).

The parents’ role may be somewhat different with this age group as
separation is often difficult for children until they begin to trust the
teacher. Parents should be encouraged to stay and join in with the
lesson until their child is comfortable. Gradually, they should be able
tn leave the child for longer and longer periods of time as the children
adjust to their new surroundings.

Parents should be encouraged to view the family page of the children’s
leaflet and to read the Bible and life stories presented and discuss the
topics of the lesson also inchaded for family discussion. Taking a few
minutes to talk with the parents as they drop off or pick up the children
will help make transitions smoother for the children and will let parents
be aware of what their child did while in class,




Getting Ready

Working with Children with
Special Learning Needs and
Developmental Differences

Children with special learning needs are likely 1o be members
of your class and can be accommodated with some basic
modifications. Most children with special needs, including
children with autism, learn best through repetition, consistency
(schedule, locations in the room for specific events such as the
Story Time Area, praver center, and so on), cues for attention
(calling their name before asking a question, telling the class o
listen fora particular concept as you are reading or seating them mext
to you for quick taps on the shoulder or knee 1o help them refocus on

vou) and visual cues (pictures, models, word cards or sequencing cards
1o complete a task).

Children with visual impairments benefit from enlarged materials,
physical cues such as outlining a picture with a line of glue that

will harden and leave a ridge and verbal descriptions of what
the other children are seeing to help them learn and
participate in given tasks.

Children who are deaf or hard of hearing generally
benefit from sitting where they can see the
speaker’s lips or visual cues and possibly an
amplification system. Physical impairments

can be accommodated by room arrangement,
seating of the other children in the class (others

in chairs instead of sitting on the floor if the

child needs to stay seated in a wheelchair) and
modified utensils and tools that can be provided
by the family or child's therapists.

Children who are gifted or talented also need 1o be
considered. Provide enrichment activities to keep
them interested in the tasks and activities.




Resources to Use with the Children

r
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Introductory Unit

That's What Friends Are For by Valeri Gorbachev
[Philomel, 2005)

Themes: friendship

In this fourth book in a series, Goat and Pig
experience the meaning of friendship when Goat
misunderstands Pig's tears from culting onions,
which tums into an opportunity for them (o make
and enjoy dinner together.

Don’t Need Friends by Carolyn Crimi | Dragonfly
Books, 2001)
Theme: friendship

A grouchy junkyard dog and a surly rat decide they

meed each other,

=
Unit One
Bible Animals (Bible Discovery Collection) by Bruce
B. Barton (Tyndale House, 1997)
Themve: creation

Presents fascinating facts about the animals of
the Bible.

Designied by God So I Must Be Special by Bonnie Sose
(Character Builders for Kids, 1991)

Theme: uniqueness

A warm colorful book designed to stimulate the
imagination and enhance the sell-esteem of

young children.

From One to One Hundred by Terri Sloat (Puffin
Books, 1995)

Theme: creation
Animals and people from all around the world are
pictured in this detiled counting book.

5, . b
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Groel’s Quiier Things by Nancy Sweetland (William B.
Eerdmans Publishing Co., 1998)

Theme: creation

A child’s consciousness is raised through the quiet
marvels found in nature.

I Wonder by Tana Hoban {Harcourt Brace, 19949)
Theme: creailon

A theughtful walk in the park becomes a wonderful
Iook at nature.

The Listening Walk by Paul Showers (HarperCollins
Children’s Rooks, 1991)

Theme: creation
Alivtle girl, her father and their dog take a quiet walk,
listening to many different sounds along the way.

Noah's Trees by Bijou Le Tord (HarperCollins
Children's Books, 2007
Theme: caring for God's creation
In this new perspective on the Old Testament
story, Noah is a gardener who tends 1o dozens of
trees. When God asks Noah to build the ark, he
does so obediently, making sure to take pairs of
animals and plenty of saplings along.

Rain by Manya Stojic { Chrysalis Children's Books, 2001 )
Theme: God's wondrous creation

Follow the animals of the African savanna who
eagerly anticipate and experience rmin through the
senses of smell, sight, sound, touch and taste,

The Salamander Room by Anne Mazer (Alfred A,
Knopf, 1991)
Theme: creation

Brian brings a salamander home and thinks of
ways he can make his new pet feel comforiable,




Resources to Use with the Children

Sam Who Never Forgels by Eve Rice {William Mormow

and Co,, 1987)
Theme: creation

This story tells of a zookeeper’'s rounds and how he
cares for each animal.

Swimmny by Leo Leonnd (Alfred A, Knopfl, 1991)

Theme: creation

Swimmy, the little black fish and lone survivor in
a school of red ones, devises an ingenfous scheme
for protecting a new school of fish friends.

Tl Way I Love You by David Bedford (Simon &

Schuster Children'’s Publishing, 2004)
Theme: caring for God’s creation

Acyoung girl counts theways she and her dog are
best friends.

Unit Two

Arnie arne the New Kid by Nancy Carlson (Econo-Clad

Books, 1999)

Theme: bullying, friendship

When Arnie has an accident, he realizes what life
is like for newcomer Philip, who is confined to
a wheelchair.

Fathers, Mothers, Sisters, Brothers: A Collection of

Family Poems by Mary Ann Hoberman (Fuffin
Books, 1993)

Theme: family

This delightfully illustrated collection contains
both humorous and serious poems about every
kind of family member.

I Know a Lady by Charlotte Zoltow (Mulberry Books,
1992)

Theme: children are special

Sally describes a kind old lady in her neighborhood
who always tries to make the children feel special.

It’s Dkay o Be Different by Todd Parr (Litle, Brown
Books for Young Readers, 2001 )
Theme: uniquensss

A book that describes all sorts of differences that
will help kids celebrate their individualiry.

Naawr (e Faol, Now the (ther by Tomie dePaola
[Putnam Publishing Group, 1998)
Themie: family

Uintil his fifth birthday his grandfather, Bob, taught
him to do many things. After Bob has a stroke,
Bobby becomes his grandiather's teacher,

Ohis by lanie Bynum (Voyager Books, 2003)
Theme: uniqueness, friendship

Ohis s a young pig who dislikes the mud. He
eventually befriends a young frog who also does
not care to be dirty.

Stellaluna by Janell Cannon ( Houghton Mifflin
Harcourt, 1993)
Theme: uniqueness, friendship

After Stellaluna falls into a bird"s nest, the baby
hat is raised like a bird until she is reunited with

her mother,




Unit Three

Recause Your Daddy Loves You by Andrew Clements

[Clarion Books, 2005)

Theme: caring for ourselves, parent/child
relationship

This book celebrates a father’s unconditional love
and patience for his daughter who experiences
some frustration while at the beach.

Bubba and Bean Meet the Relatives by Kathi Appelt

{Harcourt Children's Books, 2004)

Theme: family

The hilarious adveniures of Bubba and Beau
continue when Granddaddy Bubba, Grandma

Ruby, Aunt Sapphire;, Cousin Arlene and dog Bitsy
visiL.

Grilbrerto and the Wind by Marie Hall Ets (Penguin

Group, 1978)
Theme: Holy Spirit

Gilberto finds the wind to be an
unpredictable playmate.

How Does God Listent by Kay Lindahl (Skylight Paths

Publishing, 2005)

Theme: prayer

Young readers will explore spiritual questions that
speak to their heart. The children learn that God's
presence can be experienced through the use of
their senses.

My Book of Thanks by B.G. Hennessy [ Candlewick,

2005)

Theme: prayer

A collection of pravers and petitions for voung
children o enjoy,

Sing a New Song: A Book of Psalms by Bijou Le Tord

(William B. Eerdmans Publishing Company, 1997)
Theme: prayer

A beautiful collection of psalm verses combined
with equally beautiful watercolor illustrations,

Unit Four

How to Be a Friend: A Guide to Making Friends

arnd Keeping Them by Laurie Krasny Brown and
Marc Tolon Brown (Litntle, Brown Books for Young
Readers, 2001)

Theme: friends

This book offers specific ways to be and not be
a friend.

The Mass Book for Children by Rosemarie Gontler,

Donna Piscitelli, Mimi Sternhagen [Our Sunday
Visitor, 2004)

Theme: Mass

This hook s a great way to introduce ehildren io
the Mass. It teaches the parts of the Mass as well
as explains why participating in the Mass is an
experience of love,

Miracles of lesus by Pamela Broughton, Jane Werner

Watson and Jerry Smath (Random House
Children's Books, 2009)

Theme: miracles

This book retells the stories of two of Jesus” most
well-known miracles, feeding the crowd and
walking on water,




Resources to Use with the Children

Sunday Morning by Gail Ramshaw [ Liturgy Training

Publications, 1993)
Theme: Mass

Children are given a multiculural introduction to
the Sunday liurgy.

We Go to Mass by Judy Winkler {Catholic Book

Publishing Company, 2004)

Theme: Mass, church

‘This book contains a creative way to help the
children learn about the Mass with five exciting

jigsaw puzles alongside a description for the
major parts of the Mass.

Water Come Diawn! The Day You Were Baptized

by Walter Wangerin Jr. (Augsburg Fortress,
Publishers, 19949)

Theme: Baptlsm

All creation join family and friends in celebrating
the baptism of a child of God.

Unit Five

Recause of You by B. G. Hennessy [Candlewick, 2005)

Theme: kindness, friendship, peace

This book highlights the importance of the individual
and how each of us can make a difference in the
world through our sharing and helping others.

The Flower Man by Mark Ludy (Green Pastures

Publishing, Inc., 2005)

Theme: caring, sharing
A wordless stary told through illustrations about a
man who transforms a small towr.

The Kindness Quilt by Nancy Elizabeth Wallace

(Marshall Cavendish Corporation, 2006)
Theme: kindness

Minna, a young rabbit, and her friends learn about
acts of kindness when their teacher, Mrs. Bloom,
assigns them a kindness project. 50 Minna decides
to make a quilt to illustrate the various acts of
kindness she performed.

The Little Engine that Could by Watty Piper (Penguin

Grop, 1990)

Theme: helping

After several engines refuse to help, the Little Blue
Engine pulls a stranded train full of toys over the

mountain to the good little boys and girls on the
other side.

Seven Amimals Wag Their Tales retold by Howard 1.

Bogot and Mary K. Bogot (Pitspopany, 2000)
Theme: helping

This iz a collection of stories by theme: helpfulness,
making choices, cooperation, duty, teamwaork,
courage and accepting differences,

Simon and Molly Plus Hester by Lisa Jahn-Clough

(Houghton Mifflin/Walter Lorraine Books, 2001 )

Theme: friendship

Simon and Molly are best friends, and then Maolly
befriends Hester, causing Simon to feel left out. So
the three work through reconciling the friendships.

The Teddy Bear by David McPhail (Henry Holt and

Co., 2002)

Theme: care, COMPAsSSION

This is a story about a teddy bear who is lost and
found and lost and found again, and a little boy
whao begins to learn about compassion.
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Toot and Puddle: You Are My Sunshine by Holly
Hobbie (Little, Brown, 2001)

Themee: friendship

Friemds of Toot try to cheer him up from his
gloominess and sorrow. Alter some time and a
storm, Toot finally gains a new outlook because of
the suppont of his friends.

When Randolph Turned Rotten by Charice Mericle
Harper (Random House Children's Books, 2007)
Theme: friendship

A reassuring story about the icky feelings we all
have, even though we are mostly very nice.

Unit Six

I, 2, 3, Valentine's Day by Jeanne Modesiu [Boyds
Mills Press, 2002)
Theme: Valentine's Day
In this rhyming counting book that celebrates the
love of Valentine's Day, Mister Mouse, dressed in
a dark pink suit, visits his animal friends to give
them gifis.

B Is for Bethlehem: A Christmas Alphabet by [sabel
Wilner { Dutton Children’s Books, 1990)

Theme: Christmas

This glorious alphabet book, illustrated with
shimmering collages, tells the story of the first
Christmas as it was performed by a group of
gchool children.,

Boston arnd the Feast of St. Francis by Sue Stanton
[ Paulist Press, 159894)

Theme: saints

A child’s pet creates exciternent at the annual
blessing of the animals.

The Carrot Seed by Ruth Krauss (HarperCollins, 1945)
Theme: Lent, growth
A small boy plants a seed, cares for it, and believes

that it will grow, even though his family tells him
that it won't.

The Children’s Book of Saints by Louis M. Savary
(Regina Press, Malhame & Company 1986)

Theme: saints

This is a collection of storles about the Hves of
the smints.

Easter by Gail Gibbons (Holiday House, 1989)
Theme: Easter
The events leading up to lesus” death and his rising
from the dead are carefully presented to young

children, along with an explanation of some of our
Easter customs.

I'n My Heart by Molly Bang (Little Brown Young
Readers, 2006)
Theme: maotherhood

With a cast of multicultural characters, a mother
describes the love in her heart for her child as she
reflects on all aspects of her day.




Resources to Use with the Children

Loving by Ann Maorris (Lothrup, Lee and Shepherd Chver the River and through the Wood by Lydia Maria

Books, 1990])
Theme: parenthood

Parents all over the world show their love for their
children in many heart-warming photographs.

Loyola Kids Book of Saints by Amy Welborn (Lovola

Press, 2001)

Theme: saints

This collection features over sixty saints and
encourages readers to consider how they might
apply what they learned from the story to their
everyday lives,

Mary the Mother of Jesus by Tomie dePaola (Holiday

House, 1995)
Theme: Mary

The author reverently retells fifteen episodes
from Mary's life by combining Scripture, legend
and tradition,

Mufaro's Beautiful Daughters: An African tale by

John Steptoe (Lothrop, Lee and Shepherd Books,
1987)
‘Theme: Great Commandment

An African tale that retells the message of Jesus to
treat others as they would like to be treated.

My Mam by Anthony Browne (Farrar, Straus and
Girous, 2005)

Theme: motherhood

This book is an affectionate tribute to motherhood
from the perspective of the adoring child with
illustrations of the everyday mom who is the
strongest woman in the world.

Child and Iris Van Rynbach (Little Brown & Co.,
1989)

Theme: thanksgiving

Full-page illustrations detail rural scenes alongside
this familiar children’s poem about a visit (o
grandmother's house on Thanksgiving Day.

The Popcorn Book by Tomie dePaola (Holiday House,

1978)
Theme: change, Lent

From this well-illustrated book, voung children
can learn the history of popcorn, how It grows, and
how it is cooked. Included are legends and recipes.

Rabbit’s Good News by Ruth Bormstein (Houghton

Mifflin Co., 19495)

Theme: Easter

When Rabhit comes out of her warm dark hole,
the signs of new life that she sees softly tell her that
*Spring is here!”

Saint Francis and the Christmas Donicey by Robern

Byrd (Dutton Juvenile, 2000)

Theme: All Saints Day

Saint Francis meets a donkey in the forest who is
struggling with the heavy burden he carries every
day. Saint Francis tells him the story of the birth of
Jesus, which raises his spirits.

Somebady Loves You Mr. Hatch by Eileen Spinelli
(Simon and Schuster, 1991

Theme: Valentine’s Day, kindness

When the unsociable Mr, Hatch receives an
ANOTYMOUs vatlentine, he becomes a friendly
person doing acts of kindness for his neighbors,




A Teacher’s Prayer

Gracious God, I ask your blessing as I begin this year
as a teacher to the young children in our kindergarten program.
Help me follow the example of your Son, Jesus, and all faithful
people as | help these young ones take their first steps in faith.

Give me the spirit of welcome that Jesus showeed
when he gathered children around him. Remind me to show
the kindergarten children how much | appreciale the h-fg.-s.s;'ng

that each of them brings to our class,

Give me the gift of persistence displayed by the Good Shepherd
who cared for each of his sheep. Help me give special attention

to the children who most need to know your love for them.

Give me the spirit of love present in the Holy Family,
Crutidde me in creating a circle of love and mutual respect
within my teaching space.

Give me the gift of faith of the first disciples, who answered Jesus'
call to proclaim his Good News to all people. May 1 tell the stories

af your great love for us with the same passion and commitment.

Csive me the spirit of forgiveness as I teach the children to be

thoughtful and to forgive one another as your Son taught us to do.

Above all, help me to create a commurnity of faith, wiich is marked
by listening, sharing, praising you and treating one another with
a spirit of love and care. Instill in me a child's sense of wonder
and awe as I reflect on the mystery of your love and on the gift
of being invited to serve as a teacher for you this year. Amen.
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