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Die Martis 29 Angnff. 1648,

The Form of Church-Government to be ufed
in the Churches of England and Ireland.

By E it Orderedand Ordained by the
e=<XIMl Lords and Commons in Parlia
ment aflembled, and by authority
of the fame 3 That all Parifhes and
f places whatfoever within the
Kingdome of England and Domi-
Ml nion of iwules (aswell priviledged
Pt e 9l{ places and exempt Jurt{dictions as
others ) be brought under the Government of Congre-
gationall, Clafficall, Provincicall, nd Nationall Afiem-
Dlies, Provided that the Chappels or places in the Houfes
of the King and his Children, and the Chappels or places
in the Houles of the Peeres of this Realme, fhall con-
tinue free for the exercife of divine duties to be performs-
ed according to the directory and not otherwifc.

That there be forthwith a choice made of Elders
threughout the Kingdome of England and Dominion of
Wales, in the refpective Churches and Chappels, accor-
dine to fuch Dirc&ions as hereafter follows and all Claf-
fesand Parochiall Congregations are refpectively hereby

A2 autho-




(2)
authorized and required forthwith effectually to proceed
therein accordingly.

Bireltions for the Eletion of Parochiall and Congrega-
tionall Elders,

L8 Hat notice of the Election of Parochiall and Con-
gregationall Elders, and of the time when it fhall

b€, be given by the Minifter in the publike Affembly the

next Lords day but one before, and thaton the faid Lords

day a Sermon be preached preparatory to'that wcigl'lty

bulinefle,

2. Thatthe ruling Elders of a Parochiall and Congro-
gationall Elderfhip, {hall be chofen by the feverall Mini-
tters and Members of that Congregation ref; pettively, or
the major part of them there aflembled; being fuch as
have taken the Nationall Covenant, and are not perfons
under age, nor fervants that have no families,

3« That {uch fhall be chofen for ruling Elders as are
men of a good underftanding in matters of Religion,
found in the faith, prudent, difcreets grave, and of un-
bia{ncable converfation, and willing to undergoe the faid

:Ce,

4. Thatnoman bechofen for a ruling Elder, but op-
ly for one Congregation, and that in the place where his
moft fetled dwelling and imployment doth lye,

5.. That when any ruling Elderis to be chofen where
an Elderfhip is conftituted ,. it be done by the Eide

: rihip
withithe confent and approbatien of the peuple of that
Congregation.

6. Thar ir fhall be lawfull forthe Congreeation: re-
o il e o . - .
1p Chive Vo GEANY lt}u'} pf_—i_-“{‘_)-'p.’ to exhipire ¢ XCEDLIONS
AT A0 V.0 l_".:lu .{hr_, sld.tou ":-_',_ Lhe ht
ar hie ] ficatay th 1400 beore
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(3)
dall hereafter. mentioned, to fuchjperfons asare hereaf-
ter appointed to recetve the {aid Exceptions.

Concerning the Tryers and Judges of the integrity and a-
bility of [uch as are to be chofen Elders in the Province
of Londen, and of the Inns of Court.
I. THcfe perfons following fhall be Tryers and Judges
of the integrity and ability of fuch as are chofen
Congregationall Elders in the feverall Clafles within the
Provinceof London, and of the duenefie of theirElettion
according to the rules and dire(tions hereafter exprefled :
Ti}eﬁrﬁ Cla[fes,
Minifters.
DO&or Will. Gouge of Black Friers, Mr. George Wal-
ker of Iohn Evangelift, Mr. Lazarus Seaman of Al-
hallowes in Breadftreet. Others, Mr. Rich. Brown Efqs
of Black Friers, Mr. Rich. Turner Sentor of Auftines Pa-
Parifh, Mr. Will. Kendall of Alhallowes in Bread-ftreet,
Iohn Glarke Doltor of Phyfick of Martins Ludgate, Mr.
Thomas Steines of Mildred in Bread-ftreet, Mr. chrifte-
pher Meredith of Faithe.
The [econd Claffzs,
Minifters.
After Williant Reyner of John Baptifts, Mr. Charles
off/pring of Antholins, Mr. Williams Thomas of
Pancras Soper-Lane. Ochers, Mr. Alex. Zones of John
Baptifts, Mr. Ralph Triplet of Nicholas Cole-Abbey, Mr,
Thumas Goffin of Michael Royall, Mr-James Hayes of Ben-
net Sheerhogge, Mr. Iohn Cock of James Garlickhith,
Mr.philip Ower of Mary Magdalines Old Fifh-ftreet.
The third Claffis.
Minifters,
I\ /| After Humphrey Chambers of Stephens Walbrook,
LV & Nt obn sawlinfor of Mary Ab-Church, Mr. Iohz «
A3 Cardell .




Jury,  Mr,1he

A -
Cardell of Alhallowes Lunfba‘r)d-ﬁreet. Others, Mr. Iohn
Warner Alderman of Stephens Walbrooke, Mr. Robert
Sweet of Mary Woolnoth, Mr. Michael Herring of Mary
Wool-church, Mr. Righ. Touy ¢ of Alhallowes Lumbard-

fireet, Mr. Rich, warner of Mary Ab-Church, Mr, Robert
Mead of Laurence Pountney,

'.Ibefawfb Cla_ﬂ}':.

Minifters,
]\ Alter 1ohn Ieeof Mary on the Hill, M. Iofeph Ca-
: 770 of Magne,

Mr. Fulk Bellers of Miichael Corn-
hill. Others, Mafter James Bunce Alderman of Bennet
Grace-Church, Mr.Edypar Hooker of Mary on the Hill,
Mr. 1ohn Bellary of Michael Cornhill, Mr, 102 Gayes of
Andyew in Hubbere, Mr. 705y Hatler of Magnes, M, 1il-
liwn Bravmwith of Perers Cornhill,

The fifth Claffis.

Miniftere.

After Tohn Conant of Botolph Alderfpate, Mr. Ax-
Mrbm{y Tuckney of Michael at Cotne, #izs Quernes

Mit. Stireon Affe of Brides. Others, Sir 1ohs Wollafton

Knight of John Zacharies, Mr. Edw, Hoxywood of Mi-

chael at Corne, afiqs Quemne,Mr. William Hart of Chrift-

Church, Mr. Zobw Iohafon of Botolph Alderfgate, Mr.

Bich. Flood of Perers Chea Pes Mr. Iobn Shernran of Anne

Alderfpate. The fixt Claffss.
' Minifters.

After Edmond €4 anty of Mary A

A Tobn Arrowfmith of Martins

Iremongtr Lane,
r-Arther Tack fon ot Michaels Woodftreet, Others, Mr.
Walter Boothby of Mary Aldermanbury, Mr. il webb of
Martins Tremon ;

ger Lane, My will, Bisby of Laurence

ldermanbury,Mr.

%itas Breg ftmwel] ! 3
Mr. Robert Mansvaring %G‘le s Criplegate,

Mr. Laurence Brimley of Mary Magdalins Milkftrect.
Laurence



(5)
The [eventh Claffis,
Minifters.
MAﬁer Robert Harris of Botolph Bifhopfgate, Mr

Sammel Clar ke of Bennet Fynk.

Mr, charles Newion, g

Mi Fiiarl Goke. }Of Michael . Bakingfhaw »
Others, Mr. chriftopher Pack Alderm. of Michael Bafing-
fhaw,Mr.James Rxffell of StephensColemanftreet, Maflter
Williawe Williamforn of Chriftophers, Mr. Robert Launt
of Peters Poore, Mr. James Story of Bennet Fynk, Mr.
Samuel Harfnet of Bagtholomew Exchange.

The eighth Claffzs.
inifters.

MAﬁer vvill. spurftow ot Hackney, Mr. Tho. Porter

of Katherine Creed-Church, Mr, Elidad Blackwell
of Andrew Underfhaft. Others,

Sit David Watkins K3 op prgyee o Undertbalt,
Mr.George Clarke of Hackney,Mr. Richard shute of Cree-
Church, Mr. Alex. Bence of Algate, M. Thomas Eintebins
of Hellens. The ninth Claffis.

Minifters.

After Themas Clendonof Albollowes Barking, Mr.

Thomas Valentine of Mary W hite-chappell Mr. Tho~
mas Carter of Olaves Hart-fireet, Others, Six Edward
Harrington Knight of Olives Hart-ftreet, Mr. Fraucis
Weft Lievtenant of the Tower, Mr Edwnnd Frevichof Al
hollewes Staining, Mr. Muxrice Thompfon 7 of Duriftans

Mr. staffordClare Eaft.
Mr. Solosen Smith of Katherine Tower, 36 |
' The tenth clafsis., ) dorh i
Mhonifters, v [ ey

After Thomas Gataker of Rotherhithe, Mf. Jereny

Whitaker of Mary Magdalen Bermondfey, Mr. Sa- -

wrnel




(6
wuel Bolton of Mary Overy. )Ot‘qf:rs, Mt, Collier of Saint
Saviours, M. George Snelling ?
Mr. Robert Hanghton -y of Olaves Southwarke,
Mr. George Thonp[on g
Mt. Daniel Sauton of Mary Overy; Mre Henry Helmer of
Mary Magdalen Bemondfey. '
T he e:’efumkl clafsisi,
] Minifteri. Ll
After Richard Vinés of Clement Danes, Mz, Henry
Corn, fh ot Giles in the Fields, -Mr. Cawdry of Mar-
tins in the Fieldsy Mr. Gibfon of Margarets Weltminfter.
Mr. Zohn Packer; "'
M. ThomasFaulconbridge _
Others, Mr. Jobz Brigham of Weftminfter, *'
MryGeorge Pryn
Mr. Edward Martin
. james Priyce d i L
P&i ?S’r Fhrany§ T-{y}or', §o£ Clement Danes,
M. B zlter Bigs of Gilesinthe Fields, Mr, Edward carter
of Covent Garden.
The tzvelﬁb C‘laf.{i.r.
Minifters,: :
After Obadiah: Sedg fwick of Andrews Holborné;
Mr. Imnianwel Bourne of Sepulchres, Mr. Strong of
Dupitans; Weft. Others, Mr. Roger Drake Dottor of
Phyfick, Mr. william Iefop of Andrews Holborne, Mr.
Thowds Seeithy Me- Nathaniel Camfield of Sepulchres, Mr.
Fraucig Aller of Dunftans Weft, " .
3 ‘That all Exceptions objetted againft any perfons
eletted tobe Congregationall Eldersy dhall be exhibited
tothe Tryers above mentioned refpectively, within
fourteen dayes nextdfter thefaid Election: © -
’ rak aslehard : 3 That



(7) " ; _

32 That the faid Tryers fhall have powerto receive,
heare, and ‘determine, allexceptions brought iuto them
concerhing undue Elections, and to that end to call
before them all fuch Perfons foeleéted,aud accepting fuch
Election, and to fend for fuch Witneflts as (hail be no-
minated unto them by fuch perfons as fhall bring in fuch
exceptions, and {hallthave power to examine upon Oath,
both the perfons bringing in fuch exceptions, and the faid
witnefles.concerning anyunduc proceedings in the manner
of the faid Ele@ion,&concerning all matters of ignorance
or {candall objected againt the party cleéted,and exprefled
afterwards to be a fufficient caufe of fulpenfion frem the
Sacrament of the Lords Supper(and of which any Elder-
fhip by any Ordinance of Parliament hath Cognizance
and Jurisdi@ion) and that fhall be proved to havebeen
committed within one whole yeare before the exceptions
exhibired, and that the perfons againft whom the eXcep-
tions are taken (hall have like liberty to produce witnefles
to be examined in like manger on cheir behalfe.

4. That the Tryers {hall have power to examine whe-
ther the Elders that are chofen be fo qualified as is above
exprefled.

s. That in cafe the Ele&ion of any Elder of a con-
gregation, upon jult proofe and examinatien, be found
by the Tryers appointed for that purpofe to be unduely
made, erthe perfon to be ignorant, or fcandalous, ornot

ualified as aforefaid, Then the faid Tryers may ordes
(ich Elder tobe removed, and another to be chefen in his

lace. ;
d 6. That in cafe no juft exception as aforefaid ihall be
proved againft any Eldet, and thatthe faid Elder thail ap-
prove himf{elfe as duely qualified for the faid Office unto
the Tryers, then the {2id Tryers fhall have power to ap-
prove the perfon o elected to bea Congregationall Elder
B in




(8 ;
in the place where he is fo ele&ted, and the perfon foap-
proved is hereby authorifed to a& with the Minifter, and
the reft of the Congregationall Elderfhip,in the Governs
mentofthat Cengregation,

7 That the faid Tryers have power to call before them:
thofe perfons whofe names fhall be returned to them as,
chofen to be Elders in any Congregation, to know whe-
ther *hey are willing to accept of the faid Office, and to
recewve further fatisfaion from them concerning their,
fitneffe for the faid O ffice,

8. That what thall be done by the major part of the
Tryers that be prefent, (not being under the number of
feven)imeach Claffis,thall be clteemed asthe A& of all the
Tryers of that Claffis, :

9. That the Committee of Lords and Commons here-
after mentioned, appointed for. the judging of Scandall,

ave power to conftitute Tryers wirhin the Province of
Lyndon,where need (hall require.
The Diftribution of the Provinceof London iato their
Ciqfﬂmﬂ Elder[hips.,

y 2 T hat the Province of London fhall. be divided intg
twelve Clafficall Elderfhips, according to the di-

ftributions hereafier following ;
~ Thefirlt Clafisto containe,
] Zhallowes Breadftreet, Andyew Wararop, AnneBlack-

Ericrs, Auftins Parith,Bennet Pasls-Wharfe, Faiths,
Gregories, Iohn Evangelist, M argaret Mofes, Martin Lud-
gates Mary Ald

rmary, Mary Le Bow, Matthew Fryday-
Srect, Mildreds Breadftveer, Panls, Peters Panl; -Wharfe.
The fecond Clafis.to.containe,
7 N:éqniw vulgo Antholins, Bennet Sherehogge Lames
G.’rr!tc&f};':éf, Tohn Baptift, Martininthe Fintrey, Ma-
7y.Magasbin Old Fifhfireer, Mary Sommer it Mary Mouwnta
Pasnt Valgo Mounthaw, Michael Queenhithe, atichael Ray-

all,




(9) | %
"Royall,Nicholas old _AMbby, Nicholas Olaves, Pameres Septr=
bane, T homas Apoftle, Trinity Parifh,
The third Clafiis to contalne,
L\ Lhallowes the Greater, Alballswes the Le(fe, Allhalowes
Laumbarflreet , Edmunds Lumbaysirect , Laurence
Powntwey, Mary Abchurch, Mary Bothaw, Mary Wool-
church, Mayy Woolrath,Nicholas dcon,Stephens in Walbrosk,
Swithins,
The fourth Clafiis to containe.
A Ndrew Hubbert,Bennes Gracechuyeh, Buttolph Billings-
gate , Clements in Eaflchtap, Dionis Backchurch,
George Buttolph-lane, Leoward in Easicheap, Magnus, Mar-
gares New-Fifbftreet, Martin Orgars, M ary-bill, Michaell
Crooked Lame, Michaell Cornehill, Pesers Cornebill.
The fifth Clafsis to containe,
Nne  Alderfgase, Bustolph Alder(ate, Bridis, Bride.
well, Chrifichwrehy Tokhn Zacharie, Leonard Fosterlare,
Mary Stainings, Mickael imthe Corne vu'go Querne,0lsves
Silveritreet, Peier Cheape, Pedaft alias Fojters.
The fixth Clafsisto containe,
Lbans Wosdftreet, Alhallowes Hony-Lane, Alphage,
Giles Creeplegave, Lames Chappeliy Laurence in the Tury
Martinin Iremonger-lane, Mary Aldermanbury, Marymand-
lins Milkfireete, Mary Colechurch, Michael in Wesditreet,
Mildred inthe Poultry, Olsves inthe Iury.
The feventh Clafsis to containe,
d Lballowes by the Wall, Barshslmow Exchange, Bennes
. Fynekes Butsolph Bifbopsgare, Chriftophers, Margares
Lothbury,Michacl Bafing[haw, Pcter Poore, Stevens Coleman-
streee,
The eighth Clafsis to containe,
' Ndrew Vnder(kaft, Buttolph 4lzate, Ethelburee, Hack-
ney, Hellensy Tames Dukes pluce, K arherive Creechuroh,
Leonard Shoreditch, Martins Oteswitch vulgo Outwich, Mary
~Taal ol ol N,




( 10)
Newingbon alias Soke Newington,

The ninth Clafsis to containe,
: Lballowes Barkin, Alballowes Statning s, Dunflans in
At!ﬁ: Eaft, G sbriell Fenchurch, Katherin Coleman, Ka-
therin Tower, Margarct Pattovs, 0laves Havt[tyeet, Pevers in
the Tower, Stepney, Trinity Minories, Wapping, Whitechap-
pell.

The tenth Claf5is to containe,
GEarge Southwarke, Lambeth; Mary Magdalen Beymonds

¢y, Mary Owers, Newingtonw Buls, Olaves Soutbwm-,('f,

Rotherbithe vulgo Redriffe, T homas Hofpitall, T homas South-
warke.,

The eleventh Clafsis to containe,
Lemesnts Danes, Giles in the Fields, Knights &rfdgg’Mdr.
garets Weflminfler, Murtins in the Fields, Newchsrch,
Peters Wieftminfter, Pauls Chappell in Covent Garden,
The twelfth Ciafsisto containe,

NArew Holbourne, Bartholmew the Greater, Barthol-
_A_:mn.vr/.w Leffe, Charterboufe, Dunitons in the Weff,
Lames Carkenwell, Mary Iﬂmgrom,‘s.*?mkbres.

<« Thatallthe feverall Parifhes and Places within the
Cities of London and Wefiminfter, and the parrs adjacent, .
according as they are diftinguifhed into Twelve feverall
¢ laffes,fhall be the extentand boundsof the Prevince of
Londpn.

" 3. Thatthe Chappell of the Rolles, the two Serjcants
Innes, and the foure Innes of Court, fhall be under the
Presbyteriall Government of thofe refpe&ive claffes

| within the limits whereof they are fituate,

Concerning the Members of the Clafsicall and Conzreg ationall

il | . Presbyteriesinthe [everall Connties of the Kingdome

- of England, and'Dominionof Wales.
4 Hat the Committees or Commiffioners named in
il . the Ordinance of Sixry Thoufand li, per mexfem,
g S Ddl’td




(11)
Dated the 2 3 of I#ne1647. orany three Of mMOre of them
of the feverall Countiesof this Kingdome, withthe Affi-
ftince of fuch Minifters and others s they fhall thinke
fir, do forthwith mect, and) confider Low their feverall
Counties refpeétively may be moft cotveniently divided
into diftin@ Clafficall Presbytetiesy where they are notal-
ready divided, and what Minifters and others are £t to be
of each claffis, and they fhall accordingly make fuchdivi-
fion and nomination of Perfons for each Clafficall Pref-
bytery, which divifions and Perfohs {o named for every
divifion, fhall be certified by the faid Committees and
Commifioners to the Committee of Lords and Com-
mons for judging of fcandall, And that the Chancellors,
Vicechancellors, and heads of the Univerfities, do like-
wife confider how the Colleges may be put into Claffi-
call Presbyteries, and do certific the fame up to the faid
Committeeof Lords and Commons ; And that the faid
Certificates be made before the 25. of March next,
which Committeeof Lords and Commons is required
to approve and confirme the fame as they fhall thinke fit,
immediately upon receipt of fuch Certaficate.
2. Tharthe faid feverall claffes refpetively,being appro-
ved asaforefaid, within cheirfeverall Precinéts, fhall A&
andexecute all power belonging to anyClaffis,3calfo (hall
have power to conftiture Congregationall Elderfhips,
where a competent number of perfons o qualified for
Elders as aforefaid, (hall be found 3 And tothatend they
have power to proceed in the Tryall, examination,appro-
bation, and removall of fuch perfons as fhallbe chofen
Congrcgationall Elders, asthe Tryersabove mentioned
_ are authorifed to doc: And that all exceptions againft any
" perfons chofen:to be Elders, {hall beexhibired at the next
Monethly meeting of the Claffis; And whereno perfons
{hall be found fit to be Eldersas aforefaid, then that Con-
B3 gregation




Can .

gregation-fhall be imme

diarely under- the Clafficall Pref-
bytery, untill that Congre

gation (hall be inabled with
members fit to be Elders as

atorefaid,

3+ That the feverall Clafiis conftituted as aforefiid in
the feverall Counties, withi, the limits of the faid refpe-
tive Claflis, where ng Comgregacionall Presbyreries are
already fetled, fhall have from time to time power to no-

minate fuch Minifters apd Others as are quallified accord-
Ing to this Ordinance,

to joyne with them in the fame, to
€ approved by the Committe of Lords and Commoys
Appointed to judge of feandall, untill fuch time as Con-

id refpe-
exeeuted not
any Minifter
onted dwelling, bue alf
and of (it perfons to be

Gtive Precinéts; And ¢l
onrly incaks of death
or Elder from the plac
in cale ot increafe of
Elders in their feveral]

Or other departure of
¢ of their w
Minifters,
Precinéts,
4+ That when the faid Congregationall Presbyterjos
fhall be fetled within the faid limits, chat then the faid

ongregationall Preshyreries (hall adk according to the
Pawer and dire&@ions of chis Ordinance in that behalfe.,

§. That at any fuch time as feven Congregational]
Elder(hips or more (h

all be conftiruted into any Clafficall
Precin@,in any of the Counties, by the refpective Claffis
eftablithad as abovefs idy the fame thall by them be figni.
fiedto the feveral] Congregational] Elderfhips (5 efiabl;.
{hed,and the faig Congregarional] Elderthips hall forehe
with preceed to depute fuch of their Elders a5 are moft
fic,whotogether wicl, theirMinifter thall mect as a Claffis,
and fhall be ¢o al] intents and purpoles thenceforth the
Claflis of that Precin, ang exeeute all power belonging

the Claffis formenly con-
as tothdt Precina

h Clafficall Eldesfhi ps.whether inche

Pro-

tofuch or any former Claffis, and
ftituted (hail ceafe

6. That in all fuc




(13) ,
Province of Landon,or in any of the Counties of the King-
dome, there {hall be out.of every Congregationall Elders
#hip, two Elders or more; not exceeding the number of
foure,and one Minifter,fent to.every Claffis,

7. 'That the Clafficall Affemblies in each Province
within the Kingdome of £sgland,and Dominion of Wales,
fhall 2ffemble themfelves within one Moneth after they
fhatl be thus conftituted, and fhall thenceforth hold theit
meetings Monethly by Adjournment, or oftner ifnced be,
infuch certaine place as fhall be moft convenient for the
eaf of the peaple; And that before they fit about any bufi-
nefle, there bea Sermon or expofition of Scripture made
by fome Minifter of that Claffis,or expectant,asthey (hall
agree amongft themfelves.

8." That for the more orderly managing of fuch affaires
as come before them, there be one Moderator chofen by
the Claffis, at every meeting, out of the Minifters of the -
‘Word,who fhall continue untill the next meeting.

9. That the Claffis have power totake in fuch Mini-
fters asthey fhall think fit withintheir Precin&s,although
at the prefent there be o Elderfhip conftituted in the faid
Cengregation,

16. That inthe Clafficall meeting of all Clafles, thas
which fhall be dene by the major part prefent, {hall be
cfteemed as the A& of the whole Clafficall number, and
that no A& done by any Claffis thall be yalid and good,un-
leffe it be done by the number of twelve prefent, whereof
foure at leaft to be Minifters, and eight at the leaft Ruling
Elders , or the major partof them.

11.. That the Congregationall Presbyteries (hall meet
onceevery weeke,and eftner if occafion fhall requize.

con-
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‘Concerning the Members of the Prowine iall Affemblies,

1. 7§ Hat the Committe of Lords and Commons have

T powert to bound the Prov invci’all Affemblies in the
Kingdome of Englard and memt@n of Wales.

2. That the Provinciall Aflemblies hallbe conftiruted
of Members feht from every Claffis within the Province,

3. That the' number! of thé Membets fent from e, ry
Claffis (hall be fy proportioned as that the Provincial A (-
femblie may be more m number than any Claffical| Pres-
byterie,and to that end, they {hall be at the leaft two M i~
ftcrs, and foure ruling Elders out ofevery C laffis, and that
where there {hallbe need, the Commitree of Lordsand
Commons for the adjudging of feandall, (hall encreafe
the number of Delegates which are or thall be fent t6 any
Provinciall Affembly,as they fhall thinke fit,

4. That the Elders of the Claffis of the Province of
Zondon {hall hold their Provincisll Al’ﬁ*mbly in Sion Col-
lege, as formerly they have done, and may adjourne theic
m;f;ting dedie 15 diem, and conclude their meeting with
adjournment unto the next opportunity, as formerly they
havedone 5 and that no A& thall paffe or be valid in the
{2id Province of Loaden, but what thall be done by the
number of fixe and thirty prefent, or the Major part of
tiem, whercof twelve tobe Minifters,and foure ﬁlifftWCn-
ty riling Elders s And that the firt meeting of the Pro.
vinciall Aflembly in'the feverall Counties be » Ppointed
by the Commitrce of Lords and Commons aforefaid,
and moy wdjorirneds aforefaid, who are allo to appoint the
Quornmthar (h 2la&ineach Province,

. That the Provineiall AfTemny' being conftituted
fhail mcet twice every yeire, or oftrier if occafion fhall re-
quire.

Concerning
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Concerning the Nationall Affembly.

. THe Nationall Affembly fhall be conftituted of
Members chofen by, and fent from, the feverall
Provinciall Affemblies aforefaid; the number of the Mem-
bers from each Province to the Nationall Affemblie fhall
betwo Minifters, foure Ruling Elders, and five Learned
and Godly perfons from each Univerfity.
2. The Nationall Aflemblie fhall meete when they
{hall be fummoned by Parliament, andto fitand conti-
nueas the Parliament fhall Order,and not otherwife.

Of the Swbordination of thefe Affemblies.

1. THat there be a Subordination of Congregationall,

Clafficall, Provincicall and Nationall Affemblies,
forthe Governement of the Church, that fo Appeales
may be made from the Inferiour to the Superiour refpe-
¢tively.

2. y’l‘hatinall Cafes of Appealeto the Clafficall, Pro-
vincicall, or Nationall Affemblie, ‘they fhall have power
refpectively to proceede thereupon by examination of
Witnefles,and otherwife,in fuch manner as the Congrega-
tionall Elderfhip, from which the Appeale arifeth, areen-
abled todoe by this Ordinance of Parliament, and fhall
certifie fuch their proceedingsto the faid Elderfhip.

3. That the Provincial and Nationall Afiemblics
havethefame power in all pointsof Governement and:
Cenfures brought before them, within their feverald
boundsrefpectively, asdothbelongto Clafficall Presby-
teries withip their feverall Aflociations,

4. That ifany perfon fhall finde himfelfe grieved with
the proceedingsagainft bim before the Elderfbipofany
Congregation, hee fhall have liberty to appeale tthe
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Clafficall Elderfhifp, and from thence to the Provinciall
ro

Affemblie, and from thence to the Nationall, and from
thence to the Parliament.

Of the power in Commuon of all thefe Affemblies and the
Order to bee vhferved in them.

L TI-I:zt the feverall Affembliesbefore mentioned may

convent and call before them any perfon within
their feverall bounds whom the Ecclefiafticall bufinefle
that isbefore them fhall concerne, either as a partie, oras
a Witnefle, according to the nature of the Rufine(fe - And
thatthey doe heare and determine fuch caufes and diffe-
rences as fhall orderly come before them » and according-
ly difpence Church Cenfures,

3. That thefefeverall Aflemblies, or the Major partof
them refpectively, fhall have power by warrant under
their hands (in’all cafes whercof they have Zny Cogni-
zance by this Ordinance ) to gonvent before them all
perfons againft whom any Complaint thall bee brought,
byvertue of this Ordinance,and afl fuch witneflesas {hall
be named for the Difcovery of the Trithof fuch com-
plaint : And in cafe any perfon fhall réfufe to appeare,

hen upon complaint made to the next Juftice of the

Peace, the party refufing fhall bee brought before him,

and in cafe of obftinate p_ef[i[’ring, thall bee committed by

the fayd Juftice of the Peace 6ill hee {ubmit unto
Order. ™

3. That n thefe-meerings ofthe feverall Affemblies,
onewhdéfe Officeis to labour in the Word and Dottrine,
do moderate in their proceedings, who is to Vote as
well asthe reft of the Members, to begin and endthe

meeting with Prayer, o propofe queftions, gather the

Votes, pronounce the R efofves s but not to do any act of

Y
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Covernment,, unlefle in and joyntly with the Affembly
whereof he is Moderator.

4. That all the Members of thefe Affemblies ref-
pettively , are to attend on the appointed dayes of
their meetings, or to fend the reafons of their abfence
to bee judged by the Aflembly where they are to
meete,

The power.of Congregationall Elderfhips or Affentblics
for Governing of a particular
Congregation.

1. THat the Congregationall Elderfhip, confifting of
the Minilter or Minifters, and the cther ruling
Officers of that Congregation, fhall have power,as they
fhall fee juft occafion, -to inquire into the knowledge
-and fpirituall eltate of any Member of the Congregati-~
on, to adwonifhand rebuke, tofufpend from the Lords
Table thofe who are found by them to bee ignorant
and {candalous, andto Excommunicate accordingtothe
rulesand directions hereafter following.

2. That where there are many ruling Officers in a
Particular Congregation, fome of them doe more efpe-
cially attend the Infpection of one part, fome of ano-
ther, as may bee moft convenient, and fome of them
are at fittimesto vilite the feverall Families for their {pi-

-rituall good.

2. That the Numbers of El_c‘.ers in each €ongregati-
onbee propurrioned according to the condition of the
Congregation, and the exercife of their Office i fo tobe
Ordered by the Elder(hip,asthat their civill imployment

may be leilt hindred thereby,

Ca The
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The power of Clafficall Alffemblies.

I. THat Clafficall Prefbyteries, which are Aflemblics |
madeup of Minifters of the Word, and other ru- |

ling Officers belonging unto feverall neighbouring Con-

gregations lhall%ave power to confider, debate , and

refolve,according to Gods VVord, fueh cafes of con-

fcience, or other difficulties in Doctrine, as are brought

unto them out of their Affociation,according asthey fhall

find needfullfor the good of the Churches.

2. To examine and cenfute,according to the VVord,
any erronious Doltrine, which hath beene vented with- |
in their Affociation to the corrupting of the judge-
ment of men 3 And to endeavour the converting and
reducing of Recufants , or any other in Errour or
Schifme.

‘T o take Cognizance of caufes omitted or neglected in
the Elderfhip of Particular Congregations, and toreceive
appeales from them.

4. To difpence Cenfures in cafes within their Cog-
nizance,by Admonition, Sufpenfion, or Excommunica-
tion.

5. To admonifh, or furtherto cenfure, {candallous
Minifters, whether in life or Doctrine, according tothe
nature of the offence,and that not onely for fuch offences
for which any other Member of the Congregation f{hall
incurreany cenfure of the Church, ("in which cafe hee 1
to be cenfared by the Claffis with the like cenfure, for the
likeoffence 3 but likewife particularly for Simony, €n®
tering into any Minifteriall charge without allowance
of Authority, falfe Doérine, affected lightneffe, and
vanity in Preaching, wilfull negleét of Preaching , or _
{light performance of it, wilfull non=Refidence from his |
charge
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charge without . call or caufe approved by the Claflts,
neglett ot Adminiftration of the Sacrament, or other
Minifteriall duties required of himi in the Direftory of
worthip, depraving and fpeaking reproachfully againft
the wholfome Orders by Authority fetled in the Church,
cafting reproach upon the power of godlinefle, which
hee by his Office ought chiefely to promote, yet {0 asthat
no Minifterbe deprived or degraded, but by the refoluti-
tion of a Synod.

6. Toexamine, Ordaine, and Admit Minifters for the
Congregations refpectively therein Affociated , accor-
ding to the Orders and direttions hereafter follow-
ing.

The Ordination of. Minifters.

VVHereas the word Presbyter, that isto fay, Elder,.

and the word Bifhop, doe inthe Holy Scripture -

intend and fignifie one and the fame function, although
the Title of Bifhop hath beene by corrupt Cuftome appro-
priatedito One, and that unto him afcribed, and by him
aflumed , as in other things, fo in the matter of Ordi«
mation, that wasnot meete; which Ordination notwith-
ftanding being performed by him,a Presbyter joyned with
other Presbyters, wee hold for fubftance to be valid, and
not to beedifclaimed by any that have receivedit; And
that Presbyters fo Ordamned, being lawfully thereunto
appointedand Authorized, may Ordaine other Presby-
ters. And whereas alfo it is manifeft by the VVord of
God, thatnoman oughtto take upon him the Office of
a Minifter untill hee be lawfully called and Ordained
thereunto; and that the worke of Ordination, that is to
fay an outwardfolemne fetting apart of perfons for the

- C 3 Office
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Office of the Mini{trie in the Church by the Preaching
Presbyters, is an Ordinance of Chrilt, and is to bee
performed withall due care, wifedome, gravity, and {o-
lemnity 5 ItisOrdained bythe Lords and Commons af-
fembled in Parliament, and by the Authority of the {ame,
( after advice had with the Aﬂémbl{y of Divines now con-
vened at Weftminfler, ) That thefeverall and refpective
Clafficall Presbyters: within their {everall and refpective
bounds, may and fhall examine, apptove, and of;
daine Presbyters,according to the Directory for Oxdi-
nation, and rules for Examination, hereafter exprefied,
thatisto fay; :

Firft, hee thatisto be Ordained , muft addre{le him-
felfe to the Presbyzery,and bring with him a  Teftimo-
niall of his taking the Covenant of the Three King-
domes, of his dilligence 'and proficiency i bis {tu-
dies, what Degrees hee hath taken in the Vniver(ity,
and what hath beene the time of his abode there, and
withall of his Age, which is to be foure and twenty
yearesat leaft ;but efpecially of his life and converfa-
tion. 3T

Secondly, the Presbytery fhall proceede to enquire
touching the Grace of God in him, and whether heebe
of fuch holinefle of life as is requifice in 2 Minifter of
the Gofpell, and to examine him touching his learning
and fufficiency,and touching the evidence of his calling
to the holy Miniftery , and in particular, his faire
and dirc& calling to that place to which hee is de-
Signed. ;

The
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The Rules for Examination are thefe.

1. "] Hat the party to be examined be dealt with in a

brotherly way, with mildnefle of {pirit, and with
fpeciall refpect to the gravity, modefty , and quality of
tvery one.

2. Hee fhall bee examined touching his skill in the
Originall Tongues 3 and that tryalito be made by read-
ing the Hebrew and Grecke Teftaments, and rendring
{ome portions of theminto Latine 3Inquiry . alfo fhall be
made ofhisknowledge and fkill in Logick, Philofophy,
and otherlearning.

3. It {hall bee inquired what Authors ‘in Divinity

heehathread, and isbeft acquainted with,, and whether
hee bath read and obferved the Ecclefiafticall Hiltory,
and what his {kill isip the. Chronelogy of the Holy Scrip-
tuge. R .
4. Tryall fhall bee made of his. knowledge in the
chiefe grounds of Religion , and of his ability to de-
fend the Orthodox Dofirine containéd in them, a-
gainft all unfound: and e¢rroneous opinions , efpecially
thofe of the prefent Age 5 Alloof his fkill 1n the fenfe
and meaning. of fuch places of Scripture as fhall bee
propofed to him, alfo his judgement in cafes of con~
fcience.

5. If hee hath not before preached m publicke, with
approbation of fuch who haveability tojudgg, hee fhall
ata competent time affigned him, and before the Presby-
tery, preach a Sermon upon fuch a place of Scijpturcas
fhall be given him. *

6. Hee fhall in a competent time alfo frame adif-
courfe in Latine, upon fucha dommon place or contro-

verfic in Divinity as fhallbeaffigned him, and exhibite
to
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to the Presbytery fuch Thefes as exprefle the fumme
thereof, and maintaine a difpute upon them; alfo hee
fhall preach beforethe people, thePresbytery, or {ome
of the Minilters of the Word appointed by them, being
brefent.

: 7. The proportion of his Gifts, in relation to the
plzce unto which hee is called , fhall bee confide-
red,

8. Befides the tryall of his Gifts in preaching, hee
fhall undergoe an Examination in the premifes two fe-
ve{r}glldaycsor more, if the Presbytery (hall judge it ne-
ceffary.

Thirdly, after which hee being approyed , is to
bee fent to the Church, or other place, where hee is
to ferve , if it may bee done with fafety and conve-
niency , there to Preach Three feverall dayes, and
to converfe with the People, that they may havetry.-
all of his Gifts for their edification , and may have
timeand lealuretoinquireinto, and the better to know,
his life and converfation.

Fourthly , in the laft of thefe three dayes appoin-
ted for the making knowne of his Gifts in' Preach-
ing , there {hall bee fent from the Presbytery to the
Congregation a publique inftrament in writing, which
fhall publiquely bee read before the people , and after

affixed to the Church-Doore, to- fignifie fuch a day

any member or members of the faid Congregation , or
any other perfon or perfons whatfoever , ‘or any of
them, may put in, with all Chriftian difcretion and
meekenefle, what exceptions they have againft Him,
and if upon the day appointed there bee no jult ex-
ceptions againft Him, thg Presbytery fhall proceede to
Ordination.

Fifthiy,
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Fifthly, upon the day appointed for Ordinhation,
which i to be performed in that Church where he that
isto be ordained is to ferve (if it may be done with
fafety and conveniency)a folemne Faft thall be kept by
the Congregation, that they may more earneftly joyn
n prayer te God forablefling. upon the perfon and
labour of this his fervant folemnly to be fetapartto
the Office of the Miniftery for their good; the Pref-
bytery fhall come to the place, or fome Minifters of the
Word, fiveattheleaft,fhall be fent from the Presby-
tery , whereofone fhall preach to the People concer-
ning the Office and duty of the Minifters of Chrift,
and how the people ought to efteeme him for the
work fake.

Sixthly,after the Sermon ended, the Minifter which
hath preached fhall, in the face of the Congregation,
demand of him who isnow to be ordained, concerning
his faith in Chrift Jefus.& his perfwafion of the truth of
the reformed R eligion according to the Scriptures; his
fincere intentions and ends in deliring to enter into this
calling 5 his refolution to ufe conftant diligence in
Prayer, Reading, Meditation, Preaching, mini(tring
the Sacraments, and doing all Minifteriall duties to-
wards his charge with his whole defire, asin the pre-
fence of God, foasmay moft further their edification
and falvation; his zeale and faithfulnefle in maintai-
ning the truth of the Gofpell, and purity of the Church
againft Errour and Schifine 5 his care that himf¢lfe and
family may be unblameable,and examples to the flock,
and his full purpofe to continue in his duty againft all
trouble and perfecution.

Seventhly , in all which having declared himfelfe,
profeffed his willingnefle, and promifed his endea-

D
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wours by the help of God,the Presbytery,or Minifters
Afent from them, fhall folemnly fet him apart to the
h /Oftice and worke of the Miniftery, laying their hands
{1 onhim , with a fhort prayer or bleffing, to this effect:
Tharkefilly acknowledging the great mercy of God
i fending of Fefius Chrift for the redemption of his
people, and for lois afcenfion to the right band of God
the Father, and there pouring ont bis Spirit , and
givang gifis to Men, Apoftles , Ewvangelifts, Pro-
phets, Paftors, and Teachers , forthe gathering and
building up. of bis Church , and for fitting and in-
clining thisman to this great worke ; 1o befeech bim
e 20 Sl bim with bis holy Spirit, whomin bis Napse
i fet apart to this holy fervice, to ulﬁll the worke

Dands up o Of P78 Miniftery in all things ; that be ma y both Jawe
vkl bimfelfe,and the people committed to his charge.

Eightly, this or thelike forme of prayer or blefling

ing ended let the Minifter who preached, briefly ex-

hort him to confider, the greatneffe of his Office and

worke, the danger of negligence both to himfelfe and

\ his people, the blefiing which will 2ccom pany his faith-

fulneffe in this lifeand that to come 5 withall let him ex~

hortthe people, and charge them in the name of God,

willingly to receive and acknowledge him as the Mini-

fter of €hrift, and to maintaine » Incourage and affilt

hiwn in all the parts of his Office, and fo by prayer com-

mending beth him and his flock to the grace of Ged,

b after the finging of a Pfalme,let the Affembly be difmif-
i ted with a blefling,

Ninthly,let fch as

be

arc or fhall be chofen or appoin-
te




ted for the fervice of Army, Navy, Colleges, or o~
ther charge, be ordained asaforefaid, in fuch Church
as the Clafficall Presbytery to which they thall addrefle
themfelves fhall think fit, and fuch alterations made by
the Minifter that ordaineth, fromthe exhortation laft
before prefcribed,as the circumftanee of place and pet-
fon {hall require.

Tenthly, let every one which is or thall be chofen or
appointed for any place orcongregation, not being at
that time within the bounds of any Clafficall Pres y-
tery,be ordained by that Claflis of Presbyters whick
he fhall addreffe himfelfe unto, or by five, or any grea-
ter number of Minilters of the Word, to be fent from
that Presbytery 5 which Ordinationisto be performed
according to the rules and directions before prefcribed,
as farre as with fafety and conveniency may be. :

And be it further Ordained by the faid Lords and
Commons, and by theauthority aforefaid, thatevery
perfon formerly ordained a Presbyter,according to the
forme of Ordination which hath been held in the
Church of England, and istoberemoved. to another
charge, dobring to the Presbytery where he isto be
placed, if there beany, and it not, then to {ome other
Presbytery, a teftimomall of his ordination, and of his
abilities and converfation , whereupon his fitne{le for
that place to which he. is to be removed fhall be tried
by his preaching therc, and (If 1t {hall bf; ju-dged ne-
ceilary ) by a furtherexamination,, and {o without any
new ordination he thall beadmitted , if he be uppro-
ved,as fit for that places And if any perfon ordained
Minifterin Scotland, or inany other.reformed Church,
ke defigned to a Congregation in Exgland, he is to bring
; D 2 from
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from that Church to the Presbytery where heis to be
placed,if there be any,& ifnot thento fome other Pres=
bytery, a fufficient te{timoniall of his ordination, of his
life and converfation while he lived with them, and of
the caufes of his removall, and to undergoe fuch a
triall of his fitneffe and fufficiency,and to have the fame
courfe held with him in other particulars,as is fet down
in the foregoing rule, and provifion, touching the exa-
mination and admiflion of perfons formerly ordained
in England,

And it is further Ordained, that records be carefully
kept bg the Regilter to be nominated by the Presby-
tery,of the names of the perfons ordained , with their
Teftimonials,of the time and place of their erdination,
and of the Minifters who did ordaine them, and of the
Charge towhich they areappointed ; and that no mo-=
ney or gift of what kinde foever fhall be received from
the perfon to be ordained , or from any on his behalfe,
for ordination, or ought elfe belonging to it, by the
Presbytery, or any of them,or any appertaining to any
of them, uponwhat pretence foever, except to the
Regifter for the entry, inftruments, and teftimoniall
of his ordination, which fhall net exceed the fumme of
ten fhillings for each perfon ordained.

And itis yet further Ordained by the authority afore-
faid, thatall perfonswho fhall be ordained Presbyters
according to this Directory, fhall be for everreputed
and taken, to all intents and purpofes, for lawfull and
fufficiently authorized Minifters of the Church of Eng-
land, drnd as capable of any Minifteriall imployment in
the Church, with the rights and profits belonging there=
unto, as any other Presbyters whatfoever already or-
dained er hereafter to be ordained 5 And that all Pref-

byters
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byters, who are hereby appointed and authorized to
ordaine,and fhall (according to this prefent Direftory)
ordaine any one or more Presbyters, arehereby de-
clared to perform an acceptable ferviceto this Church
and Kingdome, and fhall have the protection of both
houfes of Parliament for their indempnity : And what
Presbytery foever beingindue manner defired, fhall
without juft and true caufe, refufe, or deferre to ordain
anyPresbyter, whom by the Rules and direction of this
Ordinance they ought to ordaine, or fhall omit, or neg-
le&, to obferve the {olemnity of ordination, in that de-
cent, and grave, and Godly manner as is meet, It is
hereby declared, Thattheyare guilty ofavery great
offence, and deferve fevere punifhment.

The Power of Synodicall Affemblies.

I.T Hat Synodicall Affemblies, whether Provinciall
or Nationall, confifting of Paltors, Teachers,
Chureh-governours,and other fit perfons(when it fhall
be deemed expedient) where they havea lawfull cal-
ling thereunto, have Ecclefiafticall power and authori-
ty to judge and determine controverfies of faith, and

cafes of confcience according to the word.
2. They may alfo excommunicate, and difpence

other Church-cenfures, in cafes that aresorderly
brought before them.

of Church Cenfures, and firft of Sufpenfion
from. the Sacrament. \
1. "Hat the feverall Elderfhips refpetively, within

their refpective bounds and limits,have power to
fufpend




" Ghotft, all equally God.

‘' his people from their fin
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{ufpend from the Sacrament of the Lords Supper all
Ignorant and f{candalous perfons, within the Rules

hereafter following,and according to the faid Rules and
directions. -

Raules and Divellions, concerning Sufpenfion from
the Sacrament of the Lords Supper, in
Cafes of Ignarance.

. A Ll fuch perfons, who fhall be admitted to the

Sacrament of the Lords Supper, ought to know
That there is aGod; thatthere 1s but one everliving
and true God, maker of heaven and earth, and Gover-
nour of all things; that this onely true God is the God
whom we worfhip; that this God is but one God, yet
three diftinct perfons, the Father, Sonne, and holy

That God created man after his own Image, in know=
ledge,  righteoufnefle and true holinefle; that by one
man {inne entered into the world, and death by fin, and
{o'death paffed upon all men, forthatallhave finned:

-that thereby theyareall dead in trefpafles and fins, and

are by nature the Children of wrath, and fo lyable to e~
ternall death, the wages of every fin:

That-there is but one Mediator betwixt God and
Man, the manChrilt Jefus, whoisalfoover all God
blefled for ever, neither is there falvation in any other.

That he was conceived by the holy Ghoft, and born
ofthe Vifgin Mary,that he dyed upon the Crofie to fave
nes, that herofe againe the
» afcended into heaven, fits gt

the

third day from thedead




the right hand of God, and miakes centinuall intercefii-
on for us, of whofe fulneffe we receive all Grace nece{-
fary to Salvation.

~ That Chrift and his benefits are applyed onely by
faith ; that faith is the gift of God, and that we haveit,
not ofour felves, butitis wroughtinus by the word
and fpirit of God.

That faith is that Grace,whereby we beleeve and truft
in Chrift for remiffion of fins and life everlafting, ac-
cordingto the promifes of the Gofpell; that whofo-
ever believes not on the fonne of God, fhall not fee life;
but fhall perifh eternally.

That they who truly repent of their fins do fee them,
{forrow for them, and turn from them tothe Lord;and
that except men repent, they fhall furely perifh:

That a Godly life. is confcionably ordered according
to the word of God, in holinefle and righteoufnefle,
without which no man fhall {ee God.

That the Sacraments are feales of the Covenant f
Grace in the bloud of Chriftsthat the Sacraments of the
new Tefltament are Baptifme and the Lords Supper;
That the outward Elementsinthe Lords Supper are
bread and wine, and doe fignifie thebody and bloud of
Chrilt crucified, which theworthy receiver by faith
doth partake of in this Sacrament, - which Chrift hath
likewife ordained for the remembrance of his death;
+hat whofoever eatsand drinkes unworthily, 1is guilty
ofthe body and bloud ofthe Lord, and therefore that
every oneis to examine himfelfe, left he eat and drinke
Judgement to himfelfe, not difcerning the Lords body.
T hat the foulesofthe faithfull after death Aoe im-

mediately live with Chriftin ble(lednefle; and that the
foules
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foules of the wicked do in%mediately goeinto hell Tor-
ment 5 thatthere(hall be arefurre@®ion ofthe bodies,
both of the juftand unjuft at the laft day, at which time
all fhallappear before the judgement ﬁ}:’at of Chrift, to
receive according to what they have d

onein the body,
whether it be good or evill, and that the righteous fhall
gointo life eternall, and the wicked into everlafting
punithment

2. Thofe who have a competent meafure ofunder-
anding, concerningthe matters contained in thefe Ar-

ticles, fhall not be kept back fromthe Sacrament of the
Lords Supper for Ignorance ; and the exumination an
judgement of fuch perfons, as thall for their Ignorance
of the aforefaid points of Religion notbe admitted to
the Sacramentof the Lords Supper, is tobe in the
power ofthe Elderfhip of every Congregation.

Rules and Direitions, concerning Sufpenfion from the
Sacrament of the Lords Supper, in Cafes
of Scandall.

I.THat the feverall and refpective Elderfhips, fhall

have power to fufpend from the Sacrament of the
Lords Supper all fcandalous pe}"fons hereafter menti-
oned,appearing to befuch upon juft proof made there-
ofin fuch manner asby thi: prefent Ordinance is here-
after appointed, that isto fay, all perfons that fhall
blafphemonfly fpeake or write any thing of God, his
hely werd or Sacraments,all renouncers ofthe true pro-
teftant Religion profefled in the Ghurch of Englands

And
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And- all perfons that ﬁull; by Preaching or Writing
maintain any fuch Errors as do fubvert any of thofe Ar-
ticles, the ignorance whercof doth render any perfon ex-
cluded from the Sacrament of the Lords Supper 5 An In~
ceftuous perfon, an Adulterer, a Fornicator, a Drunkard,
a prophane Swearer or curfer 5 One that hath taken away
the Life of any perfon malicionfly s All Worfhippers of
Images, Croffes, Crucifixes, or Reliques; All that (hall
make any Images or Pi&tures of the Trinity, or of any
perfon thereots All religious Worfhippers of Saints
Angels, orany meer creatures; Any perfon that fhall
profefs himfelf not to be in charity with his Ncighborss
all perfons in whom Malice appears, and they refufe to be
reconciled; any perfon that {hall challenge any other pet-
fonby word, meflage or writing, to Fight, or that fhall
accept fuch Challenge, and agree thereto ; Any perfon
that {hall knowingly carry any Challenge by word, mef-
fage or writing 5 Any perfon that fhall upon the Lords
day ufe any Dancing, Playlng at Dice, or Cards,
or any other Game, Malquing, Wakes, Shooting ,
Bowling , Playing , playing at. Foot-ball, Stool-ball,
Wieftling, orthar fhall make or refore unto any Plays,
Interludes, Fencing, Bull baiting, or Bear-baiting , or
that fhall ufe Hawking, Hunting or courfing, Fifhing o
Fowling , or that fhall publiquely expofeany Waresto
fale, otherwife then is provided by an Ordinance of Par-
liament of che Sixth of 4pril,1644. Any perfon that fhall
Travel on the Lords day without reafonable caufe ; Any
perfon that keepeth a known Stews or Brothel- houfe, or
that fhall folicite the chafticy of any perfon for himfelf or
any other 5 Any perfon, Father or Mother, thar'fhall cons
feat'to the Marriage of thei childe to a Papift, or any per-
fonthat thall marry a Papift; Any perfon thar fhall repaix
for any Advice to any Witch, Wizard, or Fortune-
E teliers




teller; Any perfon that fhall menace oraffatilt his pa-
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fenits, or any Magiftrate, Minifter, or Elder in the execu:
tion of his ‘Office s ‘Any perfon ‘that fhall be Legally
attainited of Barrdtry, Forgery, Extortion or Buibery.

TT. That thic Elderfhip of every Congregation {hall
have power to examine any perfon complained of forany
matter of Scandal aforefdid ; And upon confeffion of the
paity Defore the ‘Elderthip tohave committed fuch an
Offerice, to Sufperid dny fuch perfon from the'Sacrament
of the Lords Stipper; and thie Elderfhip of every Congre:
gation fball examine upon Oath fuch Witnefles as fhall
be produced béfore them, eicher for the acquitting of
condemnitig of the'patty accufed of any of thetaid Scan-
dalous crimes aforefaid not capital ; And ¢he Elderfhip of
every Congregation (hall judge the ‘matter of Scandal
aforefaid beirg not capital, upon the Teftimony of Two
credible Witneffes at che leaft.

IT1. "That'the feveral and refpe@ive Elderhips, in their
feveral and refpe&ive proceedings fhall obferve thefein-
{uing Cattions:

1. That Cognizanceand Examination of any capiral
Offence fhall be by the Magiftrate thereunto appointed
by the Law of the Kingdom, who, if ie thall commie the
paity queltioned toprifon , ‘or fecute him or her by Bail,
he’ fhall thereof make’ Certificate unto the Elder{hip of
the Congregation where he'or fhe did laft refide ;, orto
anty other Elderfhip, who fhallthereupon have powerto
Sufpend the ‘party from the Sacrament of the ‘Lords
Supper.

2. The Presbytery or Elderfhip fhall not have cogni-
zanc: of "any thing ‘wherein any matter of Payment,
Contra& ot Demand is concetned, or'of any matterof
Conveyance , Title, Intereft o Property in Lands of

Goods.
3. No
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3.. No ufe fhall be madcggf any Confeffion or proof
made before the Elderfhip at any Tryal ac Law, of any
perfon forany offence.

4. That it any petfon fhall commit any fcandalous
offence (not enumerated in this Ordinance) upon the day
of the Adminiftration of the Sacrament of the Lords-
Supper in the face of the Congregation after it is affem-
bied, The Minifter of that Congregation fhall forbear to
adminifter the Sacrament to fuch a perfon forthactime s
andche fhall forthwith certifie the faid offence and for-
bearance unto the Committee of Lords and Commons
hereafter mentioned : and upon certificate {fo made, the
Jaid Committee fhall proceed thereupon, as in other
cafes not enumerated.

5. Thatif any member of a Congregation fball by
vertue of this Ordinance of Parliament, cither for Igno-
rance, or forany offence of Scandal, be fulpended from

.the Sacrament of the Lords-Supper, and being fo fu- - '

{pended, fhall offer him[€lf toany other Congregation
to receive the Sacramenc of ¢he Lords Supper together
with them , the Minifters and Elders of {uch Congre-
gation, having notice of fuch fulpenfion, fhall nor with-
-out certificate. from the Congregation whercof he s a
- meraber, that his {ufpenfion is taken off, admit him unto

the Sacrament.
6. Thacany Minifter of a Congregation may be fu-
{pended from giving or receiving 5 and any Elder from
_receiving the Sacrament of the Lords Supper, for the
Jfame caules, and in the fame maner, and have the like
benefic of Appeal, asany other perfon may by this Ordi-
nance : And aftet fuch fulpenfion of the Elder from the
Sacrament, the Elder {0 fu{pended {hall not execute that
Office during his {ufpenfion, until the, Appeal be deter-
mined ; andif upon Appeal thac fufpenfion appear to
Ea have
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have been juft, then anmhér to be chofen in his place.
7- That in cafe of fuch fulpenfion of any Miniftef,
the Claffis whereninto the l2id Congregation doth be-
long, fhall appoint fome ¢ perfon or perfons for the fup-
ply of thag place, during fuch fufpenfion, and fhall have
powertoallow conveniene maintenance for that end, out
of the profirs belonging to the Minifter fo fufpended 5
and have Rereby power to Sequefter and imploy the
fame for thae purpofe.
8 Thatin all cafes of fufpenfion of any perfon from
the Sacrament, the parey fulpended (upon manifeftacion
of hisor her Repentance before the Elderfhip by whom
the party was (ofpended) fhal] be admitced again unto the
Sacrament of the Lords Supper, and the {ufpenfion
thenceforth thall be void.

And becaufe the Lords and Commons in Parliamerns
affembled having it always in their purpofe and intention,
and it being accordingly Declared and Refolved, Thaeall
forts of notorious feandalons Offenders fhal be fufpended
from the Sacrament, Be it Ordained, That 4lgernop Earl of
Northumberland, Henry B: of Kent, Iohn E: of R land., Philip
Earl of Pembroke and Montgomery, Theophilus E: of Lincolp,
Charls Earl of Notingham, Fames Earl of Suffolk, Will.m
Earl of Salisbury, Fobn Earl of Bridgewater, Robers Eaclof
Warwick, Bazil Earl of Denbigh,Fames Ear) of Middlefex,
Edward Ear| of Manchefter, Edmund Barl of Mnlgrave,
Henry Earl of Stamford, Walter Vifcount Hereford wilkiam

ord Viftount Say and Seal, George Lord Berkley, Francis
Lord Dacres, Philip Lord Wharton,Chayls Lord delaWape,
D!m'k] LO_i‘d N{!’:}’J: 970});; Lord Hg;;fdgm , Charls Lord
Stankepe, Edwarg Lord Mountagne, William Lord Grey of
Wark, Fobn Lord Roberts. William Lord Maynard, Edward

Lord Howard of Efcrich, Thomzs Lord Bruce.
Framcis Rows, Edmupd Prideanx ‘Bfq, Sir Henyy Vane
Senior,
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Senior, Fobn Glyn Elg; Rcz:;order of London, Sir Robers
Harley, Bulftrode Whis ok, Humphrey Salaway, Elqs; Fohn
Wilde Scrgeantar Law, Olsver 1. Fohns Elq; His Maje-
fties Solicicor, Siv Bedj amin Rudyard Knight, Mr. Tate,Sir
Fohn Clotwerthy Koight 5 Fobs Maynard E(q; Sit Henry
Vane Junior Knight, #illiam Pierrepont, William Wheeler,
Elqs, SitWillism Mafham; Walter Yong,” Si Fohn Evelyn
Knight y Fobu Selden, §amnel, Brown, E(qs;| Sir William
Strickland. Waltcr Longy Herbevt AMarley, Gearge Snelling, |
Efqs; Siv Harbotile Grimfton Baronet, Fobs Bayfe, Richard
Shustleworth, Efqss Sir Fohn Dapvers, Fobn Crew Efq; Sir J
A;';rfmny Irby, Sit Fahn Holland, Luke Raf’mﬁﬂ, Thomas We- |
Prow, Denzil Hollis Henry Lucas, E(qsySir Fobn Dicydon, |
! Robert Reynolds Biq; SivThomips Middleton, Robers Fennor, !
Henry Oxendin B "qﬁg Sir Gilkert Gerrard Six Fohn Burgoyn, ’
Sir Edward Ayfeough; Fohn Snynfen E'q; Sic Henry Hey- :
man,Edward Leigh Bq; Six Thomas Wroth, S amuel Got Efq '
Siv Febn Bamfield, FohwiFalmer Do&oxof: Phyfick, . Lau- '
rence Whitacre Efqs Sir dithar Hefilrige, Sic Dadley Nerth, { -
Sir William Waller, Nathanael Bacon, Richard Edwards, Luke |
Hodges Eqss Sir William Lewss, Francis Allen, Giles Green, 1
Rohn Gourdon, Denis Bond,, Biqss Sic Peter Wemmworth, Sir
Samuel Luke, Edward Bainton E'qy Richard Salaway Junior,
SimonTheloal, Oliver Cromwel, ENQs; Ifasc Penington Blqs -
Alderman of the Cityof London, obs Ven Efq; lobn :
Bond Do&or of Law, Sir Richard onflow, Sir Wiliiam Ay~
myn, William Aylsough; George Abbot, Cornelins Holland, r
* Tohn Blakifton, B{q:5 Lord Herbert, Six Walter Erle, Henry -
Marren Elqy Siv Thomas Dacres, Richard Brewn, William
Ellis, Iohn Lifle, William Afbbwr(t, E'qsy Siv lohn Trever,
Sit Nashanael Barnardifton ;. Thomas Lord Wenmen , Sit B
Martin Lumley, Sammuel Vafel, dervis Pigor, Iohn Hutchinfon,
Thomas Hatcher, Limes Fiennes, Valentine Walton, Iohn Ste

phens, E(qs; Sir Iohn Evelgn ot Surtey, Themas Séot, Tho-
mas
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wins Pury, Henry Peck, Thomas Hodges 'of  Glocetterfhire,
Will: Léman,Richard Winwoodlohn Lowry,Elqs; Sit Martis
Lifter, Siv Edmund Fowel, Robert Wallop, Richard whitehead,
Nathanael Hallows, Robery Brew fter, Elqs; Sir Edward Hun-
gerford, Richard Nartow Efq; 'Six Thomas Barnardifton, Sit
Thomus Tremchard, Miles Corbes Efq; Sir Hemry Mildmay,
Thoinas Arkins Efqs Alderman of the City of London,
‘Charls Lord CranbornRoger-Hill Elqy Sir Tohn Barrington,
dobm Trénchard Efqy Six Tohn Corbes , Alexander Pophemw
Efq: Sir Isbn Cook, Iohn Nut, Ralph Afhten, Richard Barw#s
William Areyn, Richard Tolfon, E(qs; Sir Henry Cholmley,
Sir Thomas Widdrington, George Feawick, Edmund Ladlew,
Lillybbpe Dong, Francis Drake, Elqs; Sir Michael Livefty,
<Bdward Stephens BlQs SitWilliam Spring, Iames Herbert,
Henry Lanrence, Fohn Roll, Thomuas Sandys, Blqss Six The-
“was Malyvaret, Sic William Litton, Nathanael Fiennes, Wil:
Purefoy, EXqs;Sir Ioh: Palgrave,Six Iohn Pots Teh: Doddridge,
Toh: Nelthorp,Richard Rofe, Will: Prieftley, Tho: Grove,E(qSs
or ‘any Nine of them , fhall be a Commirtee of' Lords
and Commons t0 ‘Adjudge and Determine Scandalous
‘Offences not formerly enumerated ; And che Elderfhips
fhall ‘proceed in the Examinations of fuch Scandalous
Offences, according to the: Cautions 'and ReftriGtions
mentioned herein ; and the faid Committee (hall have
fuch power, and fhall proceed in{fuch fort, as is hereafter
mentioned.

If any Notorious and Scandalous O ffence not former-
ly enumerated , ' be commicted by any within any Blder-
fhip ; and foafcer full proof fhall be found before the El-
derfhip , who fhall have power to examine Proofsan
Witeefles on bothfides, in cafe both the Elderfhips and
the party complained of do agree the Proofs and Exam!®
nations to be duly taken , the {aid Elderfhip fhall forth-
with certifie the {aid Offence, -with the Proofs, to tl::s

a
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Taid Commiteee of Parliament , whe fhall wishall cons
venient {peed Detérmine and Adjudge the fame: Butin
cale the party acculed fhall finde himfelf grieved , sither
by the fiot'Examination ot undueExamination of Wit-
neffes,or mif encring of the Depofitions 5 in fuch cafe he
fhall forthwith. Declare the fametoithe Eldei fhip, who
fhall relieve him if therebe caufle 5 whichif they fhall not
do, then the Three Jufticesof Peace next to-the Parifh
whereof the party complained of is a member,or any two
of them not being of the fame’ Elderfhip before whom
the complaine lies, fhall have power, and are hereby ena-
bled and required,; forchwithto examine upon Qath the
faid Witnefies that were not examined or were mif- exami-
ned, or whofe Depofitions were mif-entred, and with all
convenient {peed return the Examination to the faid
Committee of Parliament: Andin cafethe faid Joftices
or any two of them do not finifh their Examination with-
in fix days afcer the caufe fhall be prefented unto them,
the party fhallabftain until they have finifhed and certi-
fied their Examinations; And the faid Committee, upon
hearing the whole matter fram the Elderfhip and Juftices,
oreither of them, (hall'Adjudge whetherthe fame bea
Notorious and Scandalous Offence, and {o proved or.nos
in cafejthe faid Commiteee fhall not Adjudgeand Deter-
mine the cafe within Fourteen days.after thereceipt of the
Certificate to them made, the partyagainft whom the
{aid :Certificate fhall be made, fhallabftainfromithe Sa-
crament until the Committec fhall Determine the fame,
unlefs in the mean time the parcy fhall fhew his Repen-
tance for the faid Offence, and thereof give fatisfa&ion to
the Elderthip. -And if the faid Commutree fhall Adjndge
the. fame not to be a Scandalous Offence, ornor well
proved,the faid parcy fhall be admitted to.the Sacraments,
and #f chey fhall'Adjudge the fame to bea. Scandalous
Offence:



Offence and fo proved , he-fhall not be admitted to the
Sacramient until he fhall have teftified his Repentance to
the Eldesfhip, .= _ :

And be'ic furthet Ordained , “Thiat the Elderfhip fhall
either give perfonal notice to the party complained of
before them|orelfe leave norice in writingat his dwelling
place, ' of the time and place, when and where chey will
examine Witneffes againft him , and alfo of the time that
they will make their Certificate to the Committee of
Parliament ; and in cafe Information (hall be given tothe
Elderfhip, of a Notoriousand Scandalous Offence com-
mitted by any within their Elderthip, they fhall forthwich
proceed to the Examination thereof ; and if they cannot
finifh their Examination rill the week before the Sacras
ment , and they fhall then finde by fufficient proof that he
hath committed a Notorious and Scandalous Offence,
and yet they cannot cerifie the fame before the Sacra.
ment, it being to be adminiftred within a week afrer s in
fuch cafe the party fhall abftain from the Sacrament for
the next time only, unlefs the Commirtee of Parliament,
to whom the fame is to be certified; fhall Adjudge the
fame a Notorious and Scandalous Offence , and fo
proved , for which he ought to be kept from the Sacra-
ment ; and in fuch cafe, upon theteftitying of his Repen-
tance to the Elderfhip, he fhall be again reftored'to the
Sacrament,and not before,

And be it further Ordained ; 1f any fhall finde them-
felves agrieved with the Judgement againft him given by
the faid Committee , chey fhall appeal from thence to
both Houlfes of Parliarnen, if they fec caufe,

_And be i< Ordained, That the Comumictee ro whom the
faid Certificate fhall be made as aforefaid , fhall Report
toboth Houfes the faid feveral cafes to them certified,
and cheir Judgements thereu pon, that fo the Qffences not

yct
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yet enumerated, may be added to the enumeration, in cafe
the Houfes {ha]

fothink fic; And in their Reports they

fhall take care, Tha they firft Report thofe Certificates,

and their Opinions thereupon, wherein they atany time
fhall differ from the Elde; thip.

_Beit further Ordained, That thefe Rules and Infiru-
Qions following be carefully obferved by the refpeétive
Elderfhips, in the difpencing of this Cenfure of Sulpen-
fion from the Sacrament of the Lords Supper.

I. That none be fufpended from the Sacrament before

dmonition, unlefs the commiffion of the fin, or the in-
formation thereof to the Elders,be foimmediately before
the time of the Adminiftration of the Sacrament, that
there be no fpace for Admonition,

2. Thar Offences which are private be not brought
unto the Elderfbip , unlefs the Ofendor be privately ad-
monifhed, and is not amended by fuch private admo-
nition.

3. That in all cafes, the Elderfhip fpecially Iabour to
convince the perfon offending , of the finfulnels of tha
which is proved againft him ; and then of the aggrava-
tions, as they fhall be needful,

4. Thatif they fhall fee caufe to judge after the pref-
fing of ic upon his confcience , that he yet remains uncon-
vinced that it isa fin, and therefore doth not exprefs an
Repentance for it, but not out of fubbornnefs and Ob.
ftinacy, then they are notto fufpend him from the Sa-
crament, until further endeavors have been ufed o con-
vince him, unlefs it appear that bis Admiffion would be
fcandalous to the Congregation, >

5. Thatin leffer Offences brought before the Elder-
fhip, they proceed with fpecial Lenity, as in greater with
fpecial Zeal, and fo accordingly be more flow or quick
in cenfuring thofe that are found Builty, and more tacile

F
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or wary in admitting expreffions of Repentance.

6. Thatif upon Admonition the Offender fhall give
evidence of his Repentance, {0 as the Elders hall be {a¢
isfied, and the parties offended can juttly except nothing
againftic, let him notbe kepr from the Sacrament ; buk
tf he Repent not,but remain obftinate, let him be fufpend=
ed from the Sacramen, according tothe Dire@ions bes
forementioned.

7. Thatif any man accufe another for a Scandalou$
Crime unjuftly , the Elderthip fhall not onely clear the
wronged perfon,but take careythat the Acculer may make
fuchacknowledgement as the Elderfhip fhall advife, a¢-
cording to the nature of the fa&. .

: 3. Tl’:;lt'iﬂ all Offences brought before the Elderfhips
they are to be careful to keep the matzer as fecrer as they
can,even though they be forced to proceed to Sufpenfion,
and not to make it more publique then the nature of. the
fact, and the impenitency of the perfon doth con@rain
them.

9. In cafeany fhould be Cenfured in the particular
Congregation whereof he is a member, he may prefently
Appeal to the Claffical Presbytery, or furtherif it be
requifite, where not onely himfelf maybe cleared and
righted, but fuch as have done the injury may be Cen-
fured, yet pesdente lite let him abftain from the Sa-
crament.

Of Excommunication,and the courfe of proceedings thereins
The order of proceeding with Offendzrs, who before Ex:
G = & [ P :
. ommunication mmufcﬂ Repentance. :
1. \/ \/Henthe Offence is private, private Admoni-

tion is in all wifdom and love to be obferved,
shat the offender may cither be recovered by Re pf:n:anc's;
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or if he adde obftinacy or contempt to his faule, he may
be cut off by Excommunicarion.

2. IF the fin be publiquely Scandalous, and the finnex
being ex2inined be judged to have figns of unfeigned Re-
pentance, and nothing jultly objeéted againft it when
made known unto the people, let him be admitted to pub-
lique Confeffion of his fin, and manifeftation of his Re-
pencarnice before the Congregation.

3. When the penitent is brought before the Congre-
gation, the Minifter is to declare his fin, whereby he hath
provoked Gods wrath, and offended his people,his Con-
teffion of it, and profeffion of unfeigned Repentance for
it,and of his Refolution (through the ftrengthof Chrift)
to finno more 5 and his defire of their Prayers for Mercy
and Grace to be keptfrom falling againinto thator any
the like fin ; of all which the penitent isto make a full
and free expreffion according to his ability. _

4. Which being done, the Minifter after Prayer to
God for the penitent, is to admonifh him to walk circum«
ipeétly, and the people to makea righe ufe of his fall and
rifing again, and {o to declare that the Congregation reft-
eth{ausfied.

The erder of proceeding to Excommunication.

I. EXcommunication being a fhutting out of a perfon

from the Communion of the Church (and there~
fore the greateft and laft Cenfure of the Church)leritbe
inflicted with grear and mature deliberation, and after all
other good means have been affayed.

2. That {uch errors as fubvere the Faith, or any othed
errors which overthrow cthe power of Godlinefs, if the
party who holds them, {pread them, feeking todraw o4
thers afcer him; and fuch fins in praice as caufethe
F 2 Name
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Nameand Truth of God to be Blaf; phemed, and cannot
ftand with the power of Godlinefs s and fuch practices
as in their own natyre manifeftly fubvert that O rder, Uni-
ty & Peace which Chyrift harh cftablithed in his Churchs
and particularly allthofe Scandalous fins for which any
perfon is to be fufpeaded from the Sacrament of the
Lords Supper, obRinately perfiftedin, thefe being pub-
liquely known to ¢he juft Scandal of the Church, the
Sentence of Excommunication may and ought to pro-
ceed according ro the Dire&ions hereafter following.

3. But the perfons who hold other Errors in Judge-
ment, about points wherein Learned and Godly men pof-

fibly may or do differ > and which fubvere not the Fajth,
nor are deﬂrué}ive to Godli

fins of Infirmity as are common}

Bond of Peace ; and do yetout of C
up tothe Obfervation of a]| thofe
{hall be eftablifhed by Authorit

not be denounced againft them,

4. That when the fin becomes Publique , and juftly
Scandalous, the Offendor fhall be dealt withaj by the EI-
derfhip to bring him to Repenrance » and to fuch a mani-
feftation thereof, as thar his Repentance may be publique
as the Scanda] s but if he remain obftinate; he is at laft to

e Excomm-micated, and in the mean rime fhall be fu-
fpended from the Sacrament of the Lords Supper.
nd whereas there be divers and varioys Judgements
teuching the power of Excommunication, and the pro-
per fubje thereof, £ the clearing of Difficalties,avoid-

ing



ing of Offences, and prefervation of Peace, Let thefe
following Dire&ions be obferved. :

Inthe grear and difficule cafes of Excommunica®on,
whether concerning Dorine or Converfation, the Claf-
fical Presbytery upon the knowledge thereof may exa-
minc the perfon, confider the nature of the Offence, with
the aggravations thereof 5 and as they fhall fee juft caufe,
may Diflcern and Declare, That heis to be excommuni-
cared, which fhall be done by the Elderthip of that Gon-
gregation whereof he is a Member, with the confent of the
Congregation, in this or the like maner :

1. As there fhall be caufe, feveral publique Admoni-
tions fhall be given to the Offendor (if he appears) and
prayers made for him,

2. When the Offence is fo hainous, thatit cryes to
Heaven for vengeance, wafteth the confcience, and is ge-
nerally Scandalous, the Cenfures of the Ghurch may
proceed with more expedition.

3. In the Admonitions let the Fa& be charged upon
the O ffendor, with the clear evidence of the guilt thereof,
then let the nature of his fin,the particular aggravations of
it, the punithment and curfes threatned againft it, the dan-
ger of -Impenicency, efpecially afrer fuch means ufed, the
woful condition of them caft out from the favor of God,
and communion of the Saints,the great Mercy of Godin
Chrift to the penitent, how ready and willing Chrift is
to forgive, and the Church to accept him upon this his
ferious Repentance: Let thefe or the like particulars be
urged upon him out of fome futable places of holy
Scripures. y .'

4. The fame particulars may be mentioned in prayer,
whereia the Lord is to be intreated to blefs this Admoni-
tion to him, and to affe& his heart with the confideration

of thele things,thereby to bring him unto Repentance. &
5. I




Speak this
inthe 34
perfon, if
the party
be abfent,

5« 1f upon the laft Admonicion and prayer there beno
evidence nor fign of his Repentance, let the dreadful Sen-
teace of Excommunication be pronounced , with calling
uponthe Name of God in thefe or the like expreffions:

Whereas thou &, haft been by fufficient proof convift-
ced of (Here mentionthe fin) and after due Admonition
and prayer remaineft obflinate, without any evidence of
fign of true Repentance ; Therefore in the Name of the
Lord Jefus Chrift, and before this Congregation, I pro-
nounce and Declare thee N, excommunicated and fhut
out from the communion of the faithful.,

Let the Prayer , accompanying the Sentence, be to
this effect:

Hat God who bath appointed this tervible Sentence, for re-

moving of offences, and reaucing of ebftinate Sinners,
wonld be prefent withthis bis Ordinance, to make it effecinal
t0 all thofe holy ends for which he hath appointed it s Thas the
retaining of the Offendors (in, and [husting him out of the
Church may fill bim with fear and fhame, andbreak hisob- |
Jrinate heart, and be a means to defiroy the flefb, and to
recover him from the power of the Devil, thas his Spi-
rit may be [aved | that others alfo may be flricken with
fear, and nor dare to fin fo prefumptuonfly , and that all
fuch sorrupt Leven being prrged out of the Church (which #

the Houfe of Gody Fefus Chrift might delight to dwell in 1he
midft of them.

' 1 . . . 1
6. f’;tccr the Denunciation of this Sentence. the peopie
areto L

e warned thae they hold him ro be caft our of the
Communion of the Church, and to fhon all Commu-
nion with him Neverthelefs, Excommnsicacion dif
{olveth nor the bonds of Civil or Natural Relations,
nor exempteth from the duties belonging to them. 5

he

[ oy s




The order of proceedincg to ./f}.")[é?urr'wf.

F after Excommunication the figns of Repentance ap-
pear in the Excommunicated perfon, fuch as,godly
forrow for fin, as having thereby incurred Gods heavy
difpleafure, occafioned grief to his Brethren, and juftly
provoked them to ¢aft him out of their Communion, to-
gether withafull purpofe of heart o turn from his fin
unto God, and roreform what hath been amifs in him
with an humble defire of recovering his peace with
God and his people, and to be reftored tothe light of
Gods countenance, and the Communion of the Church s
Let him be brought before the Congregation, and there
alfo make a free confeffion of his fin, with forrow forit,
tocaliupon God for mercy in Chrift, to feck to bere-
ftored to the Communign of the Church, promifing to
God new obedience, and to them more holyand circam-
" fpet walking as becometh the Gofpel; Let him be pro-
nounced, in the name of Ghrift, Abfolved and free from
the Genfures of the Church, and declared to haverighe
toall the Ordinances of Chrift, with praifing of God
for his grace, and prayer,that he may be fully accepred to

his favor,and hear joy and gladnef3, to this effelt:
Topraife Giod, whe delizhteth not in the deash of 4 [inner,
but that he may repent and live, for blefiing the Ordinance of
Excommunication, and making it effeitual by his Spirit to
the yecovery of this Offendor 5 to magnifie the mercy of God
through Fefous Chrift, in pardoning and recerving to his favor
the mofl grievous offendors whenfoever they dufeignedly
vepent and for[akethirr fins s To pray for affuraixeof mercy,
and far.aiq:em;_fff s01his Pewitent, and [0 to blefS his Orainanve
of Aé[o?"atfm, that he may finde him[elf loofed thereby  And
that the Lord would henceforth [ouphold and ftrengther !.'u‘-zu
J



by his Spirit, that being (sund in the Faith, and holylndl
maner of copver(stion, Godmay be bonored, the Church edi-
fied, and himfelf (aved in the dayof the Lord Fefus,

Then [hall follow the Sentence of Abjolution.in thefe
or the like words |

VVHercas thou X, haft for thy fin been fhut out
from the Communion of the Faithful, and haft

now manifefted chy Repentance, wherein the Church
refteth faisfied , In the name of Jelus Chrift before this

ongregation, [ pronounce and declare shee abfolved
fromthe Sentence of Excommunication, formerly de-
nounced againft thee, and do receive thee to the Com-
munion of the Church, and the free ufe of all the Ordi-
nancesof Jefus Chrift, that thon mayeft be partaker of
all bis benefits ro thy eternal Salvation.

Afeer this Sentence of Abfolution, ‘let the Minifter
fpeakto him asto 2 Brother , exhorting him to Warch

and Pray, or comforting himif there be need; Lecthe

Elders imbrace him, and the whole Congregation hold
communion with him as one of their own,
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