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DAYTON, Ohio, April 30, 1975 --- The University of Dayton has received a 
$4,615 grant from the George Gund Foundation of Cleveland for the world premiere 
production of three new American operas. The operas are based on three American 
literary classics: Herman Melville's "The Bell Tower," Washington Irving's "The 
Legend of Sleepy Hollow," and Edgar Allan Poe's "The Masque of the Red Death." 

Libretti and scores for the one-act operas were written by Dr. Allen Koppen~ 
haver of Wittenberg University and Professor Robert Haskins of Wilmington College, 
who received a grant from the National Endowment for the Arts. They will assist 
Dr. Charles Schultz, Chairman of the University of Dayton Theatre DiVision, in 
directing the operas. 

According to the grant proposal, the operas will contribute to the bicen
tennial celebration by presenting three 19th-century American literary classics 
in a new guise, and by providing a unique cultural experience to members of the 
universities and the greater Dayton metropolitan area. 

The operas will also provide performance and production experience for 
students fram the Wittenberg, Wilmington and Dayton Universities, as well as 
members of the Dayton and Springfield communities. Auditions will be open to 
students and the public, with principal roles assigned to local professional and 
semi-professional singers. ~ose interested in auditioning can contact Dr. Bene. 
dum or Mrs. Baxter at U.D. - 229-3936.) Casting is scheduled for October, with 
performances in late February-early March. Tickets for the performances will be 
available to the public through the University of Dayton Arts Series, 229-2347. 

Dr. Allen Koppenhaver, who received his Ph.D. in English from Duke UniverSity 
and M.A. in Creative Writing from Ohio University, is a member and former 
chairman (1968-71) of the English department at Wittenberg . He received a Ful~ 
bright Senior Lectureship at the University of Exeter, England (sept. 1971-June 
1972), where he lectured on American music, drama, poetry, and modern novel. 
His publications include poetry and articles in literary magazines, and libretti 
for "The Cask of Amontillado" and lIyOung Goodman Brown." 

Among the performed works he wrote in collaboration with Prof. Haskins are 
two one-act operas, IICassandra Southwickll and IIA Cask of Amontillado;1I a full
length music-drama "The Prisoners; II a one-act music drama "Young Goodman Brown; It 
and "No Easy Miracle~ a Christmas play with incidental music. 

Professor Robert Haskins received his B.M. and M.A.S.M. from Wittenberg 
UniverSity, and is finishing his Ph.D. at the University of Cincinnati Conserva
tory of Music. He is Associate Professor of music at Wilmington College, Chorus 
Master of the Dayton Civic Opera, and Musical Director of the Springfield Civic 
Opera. He also performs as cellist for the Dayton Philharmonic Orchestra and 
Cellist/Gambist for the Camerata Players. His compositions include six operas, 
four symphonies, one violin concerto, three song cycles, miscellaneous choral and 
chamber music, and three cantatas. 

Dr. Charles Schultz, chairman of the University of Dayton Theatre Division 
since last fall, received his Ph.D. from Bowling Green, and M.A. from the Univer
sity of Illinois. Pri : to coming to U.D. he served as director of productions 
and faculty supervisor of children's theatre and Student/Showcases for four years, 
and as director of theatre for two years at Dickinson State College, North 
Dakota. He was also director and associate manager director of the Sosondowah 
Summer Theatre in Dickinson (1971-73), and director, faculty advisor and origina
tor of Firelands Players, Firelands campus, Bowling Green State University (1968-
70). He has directed over 33 productions, directing such stars as Sam Jaffe and 
Bettye Ackerman. 
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Mr. Darrell Anderson, designer/technical director for the University of 
Dayton theatre division, will also work on the productions. He received a B.A. 
in Art from the University of Dayton and is in the Master of Fine Arts program in 
Design and Technical Production at Ohio state University. He is also a part-ttme 
instructor for U.D. in scene design and serves as Theatre Manager for the U.D. 
Boll Theatre. His background includes participation as designer and/or technical 
director in twenty-five productions at O.S.U. for UD, and assistant electrician 
for the Cincinnati Symphony Orchestra 1973 summer Mini-Tour. 

The Gund Foundation grants are administered through the American Revolution 
Bicentennial Advisory Commission. Twelve grants totalling $34,165 have been 
awarded to Ohio Colleges and Universities to assist the schools in the implemen
tation of major bicentennial programs. The University of Dayton will match the 
$4,615 grant with $3,615 from the University Arts Series budget, and $1,000 in
kind service. 
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