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SEA GODS by H.D.

I

THEY say there is no hope—

sand —drift—rocks —rubble of the sea—
the broken hulk of a ship,

hung with shreds of rope,

pallid under the cracked pitch.

they say there is no hope

to conjure you—

no whip of the tongue to anger you—
no hate of words

you must rise to refute.

They say you are twisted by the sea,
you are cut apart
by wave-break upon wave-break,

that you are misshapen by the sharp rocks,

broken by the rasp and after-rasp.

That you are cut, torn, mangled,
torn by the stress and beat,

no stronger than the strips of sand
along your ragged beach.

II

But we bring violets,

great masses—single, sweet,
wood-violets, stream-violets,
violets from a wet marsh.

Violets in clumps from hills,

tufts with earth at the roots,

violets tugged from rocks,

blue violets, moss, cliff, river-violets.
Yellow violets' gold,

burnt with a rare tint—

violets like red ash

among tufts of grass.

We bring deep-purple
bird-foot violets.

We bring the hyacinth-violet,
sweet, bare, chill to the touch—
and violets whiter than the in-rush
of your own white surf.

I

For you will come,

you will yet haunt men in ships,

you will trail across the fringe of strait
and circle the jagged rocks.

You will trail across the rocks

and wash them with your salt,

you will curl between sand-hills —

you will thunder along the cliff; —
break —retreat— get fresh strength—
gather and pour weight upon the beach.

You will draw back,
and the ripple on the sand-shelf
will be witness of your track.

O privet-white, you will paint
the lintel of wet sand with froth.

You will bring myrrh-bark

and drift laurel-wood from hot coasts!
when you hurl high—high—

we will answer with a shout.

For you will come,

you will come,

you will answer our taut hearts,

you will break the lie of men's thoughts,
and cherish and shelter us.



Sea Gods

James May

L

H.D.

senza misura

)’
N
[ fanY
ANV
o

5"

4"

4"

5"

8"

O
PO
©O

PO
O

O

DO

pP 8o

=b’8eo

oo—

T
D |

pp—mp —| pp—mf — | pp ————

b Qe

prpp

Py
10X ® sl
O

p

81}07,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,

b
©O

Soprano

Piano

8va77777,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,J

Ped. ad lib

ca. 60

J-

6

senza misura; very freely

~

as if speaking

o}

mp ppp ——— mp
e
1 bl

9

rocks

drift

no__ hope

there is

be®

prp

be®

mp

James May © 2016 All Rights Reserved



1 3 mf 3 ‘
o} ° \ | | . L
ety b v N b T ele T wie ) be®iT B4
gez= \ IV o D TP 71
| [ él ‘ ‘ b
rub-ble___ of the sea The bro-ken hulk  of a ship hung with shreds of rope,
—
e
”n ﬂﬂugv ) )
p A (1 Lb LLb o 5
@ tpP % leléﬁ
D \ £488)
rp P
//\
*) P
Z | S =K
- = ¢ v = ss s s = = =
.
hit inside bar with yarn mallet f psub
_—
T T T o= == J=ca. 60
149 ‘ 3 breathy
A o o K« I K o - }
[fan Y e A 0y 1 \ N I, |
Y | | ‘ 7 \ I} B \
DL ‘ | - =
|
pal-lid__  un - der the cracked pitch. (tch)
|
14 ! 5 5 ‘ 5
o) 1  ——— )
e O . - o) T I I I p
7 . % E—— — %
1 @ = ~ ~
. SQpu- T - T T T
P — — _ _ T
59
4
p —
16 mp Aw o mf
o} o N | |
TS 1 4ot i a” =
m \ g 1 Ve g De|
B [ @7 o) \ 17 "
D) — ‘3 ‘ \ g m
They say there is no hop% to con - jure you no
/\\ 8a- -+
16 be- l’ﬁ\ ebe o’T.AGL fzﬂg B- l’éf /E\‘
0 = 7\’%7 — S m— : e — 12w T A =
# 1 . —— C % £ ! i ! e 3)
D ——— 4 S — e e ——
oJ ! 3 5 - 6
mp agitato
°): é < 9
7 S 4




1Zaeg

R—

mp
I
!

]
"4
T

19

you must rise___ to re-fute.

Iagﬁ$

—~

— —
1/ I
| 4 [

hate of words

no

to an-ger you__

whip of the tongue

L)

rp

°): 5
7

22

) =
A _ 11
L v pr.an v v
i Llex
- n -8
L g o
Al &
3t
|13
s
3 T «
b £
3 Q.
1
o Ll
) \u T
\ L&
1 N LOOH
IFRRNilg
T
RPN B ® B
NI |
3
u: r 1] 9
A N Lme A
_a
, la
Ve
N
A1) 'S
5=
@ _a_a
MR- TR ~C
ﬁ 8
Tuls
4 1
>
) 2
N B
N D s
W__ o 3
YN Yoy
NXGe I e
N —N T —

25

A / ..J
Nl 2 il v
LJRE 8 _3
Q N Bl ne
_a I
KLy
A T ﬁ N A
QL] m o b
E
=
N ©
[ 1n W | [ |
LI\ Lle\
A - F.EEN
=~ m
o \Jﬂ&._ ) |||
-Lluhv \
T |
.
u.l
™~
e\
Q2
q
TT7e m ~C
w2 NN ~c
_n = Ll |
Ia
O 5 i N
g
1) ER it P
|l S \ L \
o
Q| w ] 1
DNOe n \
N —N T —



rit.

BA/—\

| —] \
\ \ ] - - |
% I — * — |
B 3 e . B . ——
* ;3’4
bro-ken by the rasp and af-ter rasp.
e
G - -
%
4

Prp - _[ff' P

[ S O e
A 0) . 0
gd T O- 0
bg: bg:
rubato
20 PP agitato — mp P
Q X f -— ‘ 5 i 3 2 3 m— K I -

That you are cut, torn, man - gled torn

by the stress and beat no

o ® ™ 1 )
30 CoEE ] o o
o} N S N % — T lﬂ‘ﬁ to g™
Y S = > LAY 3 ol * o
y S & D) & - AN — -
[ fan Y & % S ]
A3V L2 3 —
J 3
ppp
0 =
*) o)
7 y /A I
41 \
— P S -
- % % fo - [,
o <° Iz Iz,
— - —_—
I ———
33 3 3
H } I | I i
4 \ I I ¥ - i
(S ® &4 \ - r i
NSV, 2 717 | 7 \ 0
) — r \ r S E—
v
stron - ger___ than the strip of sand a - long your rag - ged beach.
33 lunga
) ~
)’ | N Y
y A J —te
(¢ 1 K —o"
SP—F N )
Q) Aii/—\
- * /—\
4h e~ prp
—_—
\
): N Fe ™
— o
. @,
~ h & 7 — EER I
S J attacca
b



II.

Energetically, almost chaotically (J =108)

mf

T
[a) — H. ,
: ¥ 12 fe ? >3
Soprano Q| o ST —1 % T e TQ
\ o ) 4 w o )
! r
But we bring vio - lets, vio - lets,

o) - hP L -
#m e 22— Ge ] . - o
\\SP e ) — Ot % E%gb—ﬂ"%%

) — r ‘ ﬁ I L__. # o®

Piano mf
o () Q ﬂg } l D) K 3 =
)0 - (o N o & ) < r J 5
7 Q Q | ﬁ ./ o’ I S Q
(o) S ! | 4 (o)
\ P re &

4 R
[a) L = = ﬂ/\ /\%
Y = = q — :—'

STt —FF e M7 |
o [ — Y i =
great (t) mass - es sin - gle, sweet

4
0 \ | | | —— = | | | |

% ; == e i fe T8 T g e

— : ' e —_
. K} % L‘ D —— \ | . y |
o & D] P D] 0] —
% 1—1 ‘ 1 g E E g %P 1 g 1
#‘ \ \ \ V e \ \

Py
I - Q—\d‘ﬂ—v
e [P® e \ 7 |
\ - — 7 14 \
174 —1 \ \ r \
- - vio - lets stream - vio -

James May © 2015 All Rights Reserved

ﬁ he- P
LJ ! T" ﬂF e B e
e 'W ‘ f%




g g - | be e > f
w \ \ rQ 1) N )
\ \ Yy ¢ ¢ & ¢ D]
A \ ‘ ‘ I T —1 ¢ A
ANSY r—| B2 S 74 I — \ <y I B
o ! — ‘%3/ 4
- - lets vio - lets from a wet__  marsh. (sh) Vio -

mf — —— —f — mp
e e \K—..\ m Yo | |

17

q_
QL

- - - lets in cumps from hills,

{es 'y 'y 1 \ \ % \ \ 7 —
\;_)v o) E— I — 1 ! \ - } 7 1 \
tufts with earth_ at the roots,
19
n \ he I n
=T 95 of #F
— ] \ \ \
o | gl T ‘ I ‘ T T
=
mf DPsub.
| | | -
o T & #\ D i He # 3
[ J & re r " i—ﬁ"—ﬂ‘r ‘ \ \



5 L
¢
7 T “we |
% N
1] g o Om
|| m.,
2 TN we
| =
o o
J o o
L) 3 Pin il
Y N = 11 ' #umﬂ
iy
ik )
i P- I
! e
S JIRTRA
Tne o 1
ol L )
A.v E '
gy ‘/ - N
e |
Q| » S
Ml =
% _
1 2 e
N B m
-
il s 5 L
ST
45 =
v.nu )
N —N T —

27

|7

1
-

vio

3’/J

lets.

ver

I

27

»
N
XN
o “we |l
Y
Pl w
e
LI\ o
| s
i o .
g
Tem 2 oM
/ _q
)/
| Y Y
N

AUA

attack on

66)

Trance-like (J

> ]
o _a ﬂ
™
5 XN = il ]
2 N < v
p = ;3 L
K
) | 1
oll]l- U=
N
~C | | || o
—
N\ y
p“\ W& ™ XN
#P‘L u@
% Wl & T
JXIN
X / 779
' LleN
\ ]
= 1 LRI )
B IXU g L N o~
m \
WKRHX W nlmwv
s - S |
N
,kmy X ||| z \OAAJ- m ~¢
<
S |~ ~¢ ~¢
Sl ot o
(Y Q|
(Y (Y]
[ 18
MR
=
I L]
.T .
A e
NG _E .




35

(‘><l
[
I

h L8
x; LN
112
R
.PHHH BBL )
[ 1
me_ "
| L;;
ey
. i
= N < e
1l
P Qm 779
Z Tn;-v
-
qﬁxn
k“ﬂﬂl 1N
il
-ﬁ:
0 _Brid i
g Aﬁ;v, | mi A
sl
|| bl
Do o

38

g M Q
< . ==
[
ML [ 108 .nw\
[
N Q|
i
i '
|| e
_q HrN
L JuE &
—& Q|
%\\ s
- -8
K E A [
e 2 il
B |
Wwy e
HrN
Y by
S 2 | /] .
- Q)
. e
Lv N
_a'[] x@w
ol 0 l
XX 1N
[ )
' N e
o T
e & [
(1 L&
.m L)
| /] &
_«
~C B [ ]
NP
ol A
_«
XX
(LA [ 1N,
~t e
xx _a
X - Y@ &N
N —N T —

41

q —wﬁ
““ .“\ %I
-l
WL )
() | T
_a
Al & T
xS m
XN 5 | ~d
[ T kS
[N cm ~t ~¢
Ll v
On [ 10N
o i’
_a | |
ol & |l
Y
s WD = = p.
g
-\\u ~d ~d
iy | 1N, M.H
-\\u < A
A -
L L]
La
o 19
lr.N 1n
|
WL )
Ll
] [ ]
L 1N, 1
|| 1n
| H o
- g
AR B
ST ,#@d NG
X+
N —N T —



R
[ ppAl
47 v A\idﬂuﬂn
e
8 45. [ ..J
P |
A& 0 .QL N
|| ULy
= _
®
Tw 4
il ™
[y »
@ I
. I BL )
A0 \7 - L)
NP NP e

108)

Excitedly (o

s g qulﬁ L
. O |
' L*\\ f _unn
o 229
2 H Ny
= ] ]
ER ER
nm ~C ~C
< A\ <@ O\
..m o s v vl
L Im o T
| o o
\:
m. ~d ~
fwﬂ#w M 4Ldu A
PR A ﬂ TTOTT® A
Ry
i
Thigss
M 2 e
e TN B jilﬁd.\,
. _a
~e A | Ml A
L 0]
ST g
S = Nk
< ¥ 1T G i aal )
. @
1T [ 18
| NeL
e )
N
L A L
NG N
N —N T —

56

let

vio

cinth

hy - a

the

bring

We

56

—

i

\ J i
MHb [T
#v i
ﬁM 1779

ﬁH | 10
il

i

S




10

i o i
™ —
\ a L JBL )
™
™| = N ] 1] uw
N |2 [ e
Ba WL )
e\
% ) 2 q
I L e ™™
» alll e & —8
LIl |t
= _a
el 5 LI
JXIN
, H\ L)
arN P iy
s L
5 L
D =
el
TN |
L N
_l.N
| N 1 'IANS
E “
M g
Q o
Vs
A v
3
] N
I
1
wnu o wn o
N —N T —

64

|7
4

[ /1
r

in - rush

than the

ter

whi

- lets

vio

and

(ch)

T

64

— 3

68

=4
e)

surf.

8 B
|

white

S
o
|
— i ——
=
@

of your own

attacca

b
:

\
2!

N

= Ped. after release

catch overtones



X

For

ships,

in

|

<

men

L= 3
<

[ Y /

will yet haunt

[ D

<
<
o

ES

you

e

va

8
V/4

I1I.

A R —

<

76)
come,

ne

d .
-

JA

[ 3

©

Ped. ad lib.

P'

will

Expectantly (J

I’/

> 3

e nin |
TTee
° (T |
™ 5 00
. _
=
]
| =
il
s o
e, L1 E TAI.
| NN
>
) |

2+3+2)

[ S N

4 r 2

I ry

= 3 A
T —— :

7 I

4 [

/1

X

7

4

I/

L 3

N
you

4
Y At o g~

P una corda
nu ;

[a)
7 BV D )

ANIV4

T # ) WM
"

#

- VL S )
A s > }
A o > )

o}

Soprano

.§.6 v TTTO 1) Q19
) ) )
O e Ay
£ 1 .-
iz Mz
o AP N e
oo
N— N —

James May ©2015 All Rights Reserved



h b
h .
IZIPRal]
sl

s

12

mp

10

(X /
x
B = wi
B
2
x| [ 1NN m »
3 |
ﬁ N
LA Qﬁ T Al El—were n
- Sl
& (\]] = il
” = Tunw =
— =
£ p_mJﬂ JLIRE IS
B Tree (I YHNE P |
W | 8
I SHITLL ,
1 7 o \ . K
% ﬁ iR (2 * wax o
- Pl w
LY , 2 ] . .
| % % oA
[~
TN & ] 7700 TTIQ_ ﬂ A
== Ix ~xx .
s — ' —
oo ﬁl
% i “I!Av i v vl
Ly & ] ! LIl
=g K
] & g
- “Nee i
S E =1
£ g ]
‘. . m N 1" |p
Y R
8 NN g i i
LJL)
N A A A /\ v = = i e vl Jm
N e e R
EL v XE E: P . W. . .
RiE Ry ™ Rz T 0!
3 g xx X xx A A va ( e
< o€ RS N - 5§ AN
N —N T — N — N — N—N T —



13

/\
16 s (2+2+3) 2 he e
P e e e s>y
== ‘ —%
o ; he®H #
- a - cross the rocks and wash___ them__ with your salt

18 2+ 3)R g——— rﬂ—-jg
[a) 5 Py — ‘ |
Y = uw> o ! | T
y A0 i | ] \
[ fon Y /R \ 1 p= A
\\QJ), 4— ‘ D ‘
you will curl bet - ween

| FJJ rc
= 1 1 1 24 e® &
L T % \ 1 <
3
19 m, I -—m
. AAP 7/3‘ | |
Sh):f:ﬁ 2 o —— e e —beP® ¢
B
D) . .
sand - hills you will thun - der a -
) bba: o e
Y 6> o p—— o TD® o | T rc)
A O 24 I > b bh | JL'iL
i w
p y 3 ‘ 3
b N L J d b3
o E——v— 6
A > e e ] 4

po-. .
bo- E




~
4

o | )

%

H.
7
|4

ber®

—_

3

3+2)

be
P ®

)
(s
&

D)

get_ fresh  strength

re - treat

break

cliff

the

long

I/
L= 3

he
P&

b

0/0f
(

8116

mp

o

(

23

il

——3
P

+2+2)

[a)
\J
P
[ £an Y/
ANIV4
o

P
@
I
\

You will

beach.

weig'?lt up-on the

ther

ga

REAL

——

| I
[

—3—— 2+3+2)
I

25

rip - ple___ on the sand - shelf___ will be wit-ness__ of your

and the

back,

draw

)°

- 3o
e
®, TeNR
e v
W, e
e v
® TeNR
X
= =
el Ty
e
e
e
e
e
N I




15
the

3

you will paint

kot

vet - white,

T3

pri -

)

&

P =

| |

_ track.

bo-

(\:

27

M S
bBE Hik K TOATeN M
u . . [.IﬂV
Bl v v L ) QlDU 'Y '
' €
A A \\N g Qe TTe
] B v v
A .v .
A
\\: o’/ TR/ A £ 78| e
A | = |
- A
T >
e L e f/ . Ll —
: 3
A 8
[ i Eltwr N S T el
U\ 4
~¢ A e ~e | " QA
11 el iy S
e L) ﬂ‘. 005 TeRQ - ]
[ | /
,
) e e
( )
.. = _M.
:070 T nm e e nﬂﬂ#
s va vl
Tv Z
- %M e SaaE
» L& 5 _ ARy
) 7 N
.. 0 =
LD wlls RN Thee
§ e ;
NI DO N NG




16

—

—

#

35

coasts!

laur - el wood from hot

drift

when you hurl

I
12
|28

e

P

~—
~——

d

~

A —

—
————

bqﬂ

;:

~————
——————

4

olo

37

shout.

wewillan - swer__ with a

hurl high

3
you

when

heoo » ®

D

[ fanY

39

dim.




17

40

— 38— 38—
I
I

g2 ot

b

o
-

3

42

rel
A
L= 3

L 3

come,

will

For you

|
= v v
™Noe |\,
LS Ae Aae
i
S N
N
- S
Shl S
.OJ ol
(Y UR
. )
s u

45

r 6
A0 )

J/
L= 3

come,

will

you

Ne 2y Ne 2y
[ﬁnu .HH.nv
QH\ A
/w RN
LONH \ \ LONH
[ﬁd
(¢
]
08 J%\ I
i v
= - |
(7 YHNI I
.rvw
eﬁo —~
CELIT &
NOe AN R




18

48

=

of men's

you will break__ the lie

hearts,

our taut

SWer____

You will an

% T
= =
m = -
= v v
N
00 00 oo
R m h \
[ﬁd
("¢
]
X mhﬂ.

oo e . nu- &
() =)
Ne Sy Ne 2y

NG N

=
D
~¢ L-mma |
=
TN 2
& 5 o . e
Tz ]| ool |logo
i \o | | o
SHI
~C
ol
QAN
XX
XX
=
~C
. L_/j olol | | oge
b o ||
W
l
LI\
o I Qe | o0l leels
= 2 Aw; CCUD
DG NG G\
NN—N s

(3+3)

TR

0 &@.O ololl| e
ﬂﬂ#
TN
Lz &¥F | el
” () (L
NG NG &\



Tie Dead

ﬁjmw /Wy

72&5 é James ]7(;@

/dfme&{(m chorus



A few light taps upon the pane made him turn to the window. It had begun to snow again.
He watched sleepily the flakes, silver and dark, falling obliquely against the lamplight.
The time had come for him to set out on his journey westward. Yes, the newspapers were
right: snow was general all over Ireland. It was falling on every part of the dark central
plain, on the treeless hills, falling softly upon the Bog of Allen and, farther westward,
softly falling into the dark mutinous Shannon waves. It was falling, too, upon every part
of the lonely churchyard on the hill where Michael Furey lay buried. It lay thickly drifted
on the crooked crosses and headstones, on the spears of the little gate, on the barren
thorns. His soul swooned slowly as he heard the snow falling faintly through the universe
and faintly falling, like the descent of their last end, upon all the living and the dead.

- from “The Dead” by James Joyce
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Title: Waves
Composer: James May
Duration: ca. 5’
Instrumentation:
Flute (dbl. Alto)
Oboe
Clarinet in Bb
Bassoon
Trumpet in C
Horn
Percussion (1 player)
Bass Drum
Quad Toms
Bongo
Vibraphone
Crotales
Suspended Cymbal
Harp
Violin I & 11
Viola
Cello
Double Bass

Performance Notes:

- For purposes of balance, woodwinds should
sit in front of strings.

- Percussionist will need soft & hard mallets, a
triangle beater, and a bow.

- Violas, Cellos, and Bass should strive for
continuous sound through rehearsal D and
from rehearsal F to end. Moving notes
should be played with no beginning change
in bow direction. To keep texture active, vary
vibrato speeds when permitted.

- Inletters D and E, all instruments should
accentuate the high point of each statement,
phrasing as repeated gestures.

- All crotale attacks should decay naturally.
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