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The Marian Thoughts of Pope Benedict XVI

April 2007

On the Easter Triduum
"Today, Too, Christ Overcomes Sin and Death With His Love"

VATICAN CITY, APRIL 4, 2007 (Zenit.orq).- Here is a translation of the address Benedict XVI gave at the
general audience today in St. Peter's Square. The reflection highlighted key moments of the Easter
triduum.

... Holy Saturday is a day in which the liturgy is hushed, the day of great silence, which invites Christians to
foster an interior recollection, often difficult to maintain in our day, so as to prepare us for the Easter Vigil.
In many communities, spiritual retreats and Marian prayer meetings are organized on this day, in union
with the Mother of the Redeemer, who awaits the resurrection of the crucified Son with anxious confidence.
On the Easter Triduum

"Today, Too, Christ Overcomes Sin and Death With His Love"

VATICAN CITY, APRIL 4, 2007 (Zenit.org).- Here is a translation of the address Benedict XVI gave at the
general audience today in St. Peter's Square. The reflection highlighted key moments of the Easter
triduum.

...Invoking the intercession of Holy Mary, who followed Jesus on the path of the passion and the cross,
and who embraced him when he was taken down from the cross, | hope that all of you will participate
fervently in the Easter triduum, and will experience the joy of Easter with all of your loved ones.

Benedict XVI's Easter Message

"A Renewed Witness to the Resurrection of Christ"

VATICAN CITY, APRIL 8, 2007 (Zenit.org).- Here is a Vatican translation of Benedict XVI's Easter
message delivered today at midday before he imparted his blessing "urbi et orbi" (to the city of Rome and
the world).

May Mary, Mother of the Risen Christ, obtain for us this Easter gift. Happy Easter to you all.



Pope's Address on Easter Monday

"Become Messengers of Christ's Resurrection”

Here is the Vatican translation of the address Benedict XVI delivered on Easter Monday, April 9, before
reciting the Regina Caeli with several thousand people who gathered in the courtyard of the papal
residence of Castel Gandolfo, south of Rome.

Regina Caeli Address on Easter Monday - April 9, 2007

The Gospel says nothing about the Mother of the Lord, of Mary, but Christian tradition rightly likes to
contemplate her while with joy greater than anyone else's. She embraces her divine Son, whom she held
close when he was taken down from the Cross. Now, after the Resurrection, the Mother of the Redeemer
rejoices with Jesus' "friends," who constitute the newborn Church.

As | renew my heartfelt Easter greetings to you all, I invoke her, the Regina Caeli [Queen of Heaven], so
that she may keep alive in each one of us faith in the Resurrection and may make us messengers of the
hope and love of Jesus Christ.

April 11 Address on the Risen Christ
"We Cannot Keep the Great News to Ourselves”
On the Risen Christ — General Audience April 11, 2007

May the Virgin Mary help us to fully taste the Easter joy, so that, sustained by the strength of the Holy
Spirit, we become able in turn to spread it wherever we live and work. Once again, Happy Easter to all
of you!

VATICAN CITY, APRIL 15, 2007 (Zenit.org).- Here is a translation of the address Benedict XVI gave at
the general audience last Wednesday in St. Peter's Square. May the Virgin Mary help us to fully taste the
Easter joy, so that, sustained by the strength of the Holy Spirit, we become able in turn to spread it
wherever we live and work.

Once again, Happy Easter to all of you!

On Divine Mercy

"A New Reality, Fruit of the Love of God"

VATICAN CITY, APRIL 15, 2007 (Zenit.org).- Here is a translation of the address Benedict XVI delivered
today before reciting the Regina Caeli with the crowds gathered in St. Peter's Square.

Dear brothers and sisters, as | thank you again for your spiritual nearness on the occasion of my
birthday and the anniversary of my election as the Successor of Peter, | entrust all of you to Mary
"Mater Misericordiae," Mother of Jesus who is the incarnation of Divine Mercy.

With her help let us be renewed by the Spirit to cooperate in the work of peace that God is
accomplishing in the world and that does not make noise, but that is realized in the countless acts of
charity of all its sons.

Papal Message for Day of Prayer for Vocations
"Consecrated Life Is at the Service of This Communion”
Papal Homily at Augustine's Tomb

"Serving Christ Is First of All a Question of

Love" Basilica of St Pietro in Ciel d'Oro,

Pavia

Third Sunday of Easter, 22 April 2007

May the Virgin Mary, to whose motherly protection | entrust each one of you and your loved ones,
accompany us always, while with deep affection | impart my Apostolic Blessing to you all.



VATICAN CITY, APRIL 24, 2007 (Zenit.org).- Here is the text of the message that Benedict XVI has
written for the 44th World Day of Prayer for Vocations, which will be celebrated Sunday.

This year's theme is "the vocation to the service of the Church as communion." Lastly, we turn to Mary,
who supported the first community where "all these with one accord devoted themselves to prayer"
(Acts 1:14), so that she may help the Church in today’s world to be an icon of the Trinity, an eloquent
sign of divine love for all people. May the Virgin, who promptly answered the call of the Father, saying,
"Behold, | am the handmaid of the Lord" (Lk. 1:38), intercede so that Christian people will not lack
servants of divine joy: priests who, in communion with their Bishops, announce the Gospel faithfully and
celebrate the sacraments, take care of the people of God, and are ready to evangelize all humanity.
May she ensure, also in our times, an increase in the number of consecrated persons, who go against
the current, living the evangelical counsels of poverty, chastity and obedience, and give witness in a
prophetic way to Christ and his liberating message of salvation. Dear brothers and sisters whom the
Lord calls to particular vocations in the Church, | would like to entrust you in a special way to Mary, so
that she who more than anyone else understood the meaning of the words of Jesus, "My mother and
my brethren are those who hear the word of God and do it" (Lk. 8:21), may teach you to listen to her
divine Son. May she help you to say with your lives: "Lo, | have come to do thy will, O God" (cf. Heb
10:7). With these wishes, | assure each one of you a special remembrance in prayer, and from my heart
| bless you all.

On World Day for Vocations
"At the Service of the Church as Communion"

VATICAN CITY, APRIL 29, 2007 (Zenit.org).- Here is a translation of the address Benedict XVI
delivered today before reciting the Regina Caeli with the faithful gathered in St. Peter's Square

We turn now to Mary, Mother of the Good Shepherd. May she who readily responded to God's call,
saying "behold the handmaid of the Lord" (Luke 1:38), help us to welcome with joy and availability
Christ's invitation to be his disciples, always animated by the desire to form "one heart and one soul" (cf.
Acts 4:32).
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