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Tsai: Phonetic Portfolio (Tsai)

PHONETIC PORTFOLIO

PEI-FEN TSAI

1.0 Biography

My name is Pei-Fen Tsai. | was born in Taiwan in 1985. Female. | did not start officially
learning English until junior high school. English was one of the mandatory subjects in the junior
high school curriculum, which is one of the subjects that students will be tested in the high
school and college entrance exam. Before officially studying English, my parents introduced
English to me when | was at preschool age. By listening to the English children’s songs, | was
able to memorize all the lyrics even though | did not understand the meaning of the lyrics. |
believe this is the foundation of English pronunciation was formed.

When | was in junior high, most of the English teachers were not trained well enough to speak
fluent and authentic English. Fortunately, my parents taught me ‘Kenyon and Knott’ (an
informal name for A Pronouncing Dictionary of American English) to increase my English
competence before entering junior high school. Because of the entrance tests, students were
forced to emphasize on writing and reading skills rather than listening and speaking. Therefore,
teachers tend to neglect the importance of speaking skills and pronunciation. Besides, there was
nearly no opportunity to apply those learned English knowledge inside or outside classroom.
Basically, I hardly speak English before coming to the United States.

2.0 Phonetic Transcription
[en mtradakfan tu maiself]
An Introduction to Myself
[ ar want tu bikam o titf- so a1 kaen falo mar perants futsteps end kontinju der larflor
I want to become a teacher so | can follow my parents footsteps and continue their lifelong
teesk Av edzoketm tfildron end msparrm dem tu otfiv der maeksomoam patenfal. &z o jan
task of educating children and inspiring them to achieve their maximum potential. As a young
g3l in taiwan, a1 gru Ap watfin mar perants wa-k hard evrr de a&nd witnis f3-sthaend 0o omezin
girl in Taiwan, | grew up watching my parents work hard every day and witness firsthand the amazing
pazatrv fluonsis de w3+ ebl tu mek an tfildron m der kopasotr &z titfo-z. mar fado-
positive influences they were able to make an children in their capacity as teachers. My father
startid hiz on prarvet tjuter) skul @nd ar watft him spend kaontlis avrz bifor &end
started his own private tutoring school and I watched him spend quantities hours before and

&fto- skul priperm for hiz klees 1z &nd wa-kim wid ds stjudans. Oru hiz efats, hi waz
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after school preparing for his classes and working with the students. Through his efforts, he was
ebl tu help njumaras tfildron impruv der ekademik pa-formans &nd hiz tjute-n skul waz

able to help numerous children improve their academic performance and his tutoring school
konsidad tu bi wan av da prieminont fosilotis n tatwan. mar mada haez bin a&n elomentort
was considered to be one of the preeminent facilities in Taiwan. My mother has been an elementary
skul titfa- for ove- 03-t1 jirz &nd haez &n avtsteendm repjotefon for kwalstr &end mavefon.
school teacher for over thirty years and has an outstanding reputation for quality and innovation.
hwail ar gretlr admarr &nd rispekt da meni difaront wez mar mada- waz ebl tu mek la-niy
While I greatly admire and respect the many different ways my mother was able to make learning
ntaristiy tu da tfildran, pa-haeps hwat a1 waz most imprest wid 1z hwat fi did for da tfildron

interesting to the children, perhaps what | was most impressed with is what she did for the children

aotsard av do Klaesrom. dju tu hs- ikstensiv 1kspirions &nd impekabl repjstefan,

outside of the classroom. Due to her extensive experiences and impeccable reputation,

ment perants &nd titfaz kam tu hs- for advais &nd for help mentorm der tfildran. 1t meks mi
many parents and teachers come to her for advice and for help mentoring their children. It makes me
rolt want tu bi o titfo- bar watfin der sokses m edzvkefonl fild.

really want to be a teacher by watching her success in educational field.

ova- 89 jirz, ar haev sin ds pazatrv tfend3s mar mada waz ebl tu mek m menr

Over the years, | have been seen the positive changes my mother was able to make in many
sdjudntsiz larvz &nd a1 biliv &n apa-tjunatr tu du 8o sem woud mek mi fil kontent and folfild.
students’ lives and | believe an opportunity to do the same would make me feel content and fulfilled.
givan da hevr emfasis in mglif &z o sekond leengwidsz 1n tatwan, ar gru Ap wid o salrd

Given the heavy emphasis in English as a second language in the Taiwan, | grew up with a solid
faondefon i da mglif lengwidz &nd imidiatli rislarizd hav important mglif wil bi for o
foundation in the English language and immediately realized how important English will be for a
divelopim kantrr satf &z tarwan wid 1ts eva inkrizin dipendons an mte-nafonl tred.

developing country such as Taiwan with its ever increasing dependence on international trade.

prafefanali, a1 haev 1kspirions wa-kin &z o sabstatjut elomentort skul titfo- &nd &z o
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Professionally, | have experience working as a substitute elementary school teacher and as a
treenslete- in o treenslefon kampont. mar &kademik &nd wa-k 1kspirians riafam mar intorist
translator in a translation company. My academic and work experience reaffirmed my interest

i mglif &@nd titfin end ar no deet a1 want tu titf mglif tu tarwaniz stjudnts end priper

in English and teaching and I now know that | want to teach English to Taiwanese students and prepare

dem for 0o fjutfa-]

them for the future.

3.0 Vowel Project

Tsai: Phonetic Portfolio (Tsai)

Normalization

Individual vowel formant values
non-normalized
= = ho'd
= o
-
hoad
tlyud
o &
8 N #m:“ £
E
(=] *ul
g
L ° “had
8
=]
(=]
1 T T ]
3000 2500 2000 1500 1000
F2

1. My pronunciation of front vowels /1/ and /e/ are more similar to GAE than /1, €, 2/.

Observation

2. For back vowels, /o, a/ have prominent difference with GAE.
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F1 Front VVowel

1200
1000
800
600 M Pei-Fen
400 m GAE
200
0
i I e € ®
F1 Back Vowel
1200
M Pei-Fen
m GAE

1000
800
600
400
200 -
0 |
u (¢} 0] o] a A
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F2 Front VVowel

3000

2500

2000

1500
M Pei-Fen

1000 W GAE

500

F2 Back Vowel

2000

1800

1600

1400
1200
1 _
000 M Pei-Fen
800 -
m GAE

600 -
400 -
200 -

O _

u 6] o o] a A
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4.0 Consonant Project

Sonority Analysis of <Pounds>

File Edit Query View Select Interval Boundsry Tier Spectrum Pitch Intensity Formant Pulses Help
|
4626419 1.132130 (0.883 / s)
0.4005| 1
0
03361
5000 Hz| 630 Hz
AT %7 DOUUURUUORPORROR (| T R | AN SRRSO TS R
0 Hz| T I - d 75 Hz
word
1 /pavnz,/ /pauvnz/ /pavnz/ )
IntsALL
2 68 dB 69 dB 68 dB =
Ints
3 60 dB 61dB 61dB R
Ints /au
4 72 dB 72dB 72dB .
Ints/n
5 62 dB 63 dB 58 dB .
Ints,/z
=6 54 dB 54 dB 19 dB .
4626419 1.132130
0 Visible part 5.758549 seconds 5.758549
Total duration 5.758549 seconds

Mean Sonority Data

1.
2.
3.
4.
S.
6.

Tier 1: phonetic transcription of the word

Tier 2: Mean sonority for the whole word: 68.3 dB
Tier 3: Mean sonority of /p/: 60.6 dB

Tier 4: Mean sonority of /av/: 72 dB

Tier 5: Mean sonority of /n/: 61dB

Tier 6: Mean sonority of /z/: 52.3dB

The loudest sound is /av/, its mean is 72dB. /au/ is a dipthong. The quietest sound of pounds is
/z/, its meant is 52.3dB.
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Pitch Analysis of <Pounds>

5 Tererid pours: 3 I |-+ ) |t
File Edit Query View Select Interval Boundary Tier Spectrum Pitch Intensity Formant Pulses Help
5723057
0.4005] 3
-0.0001357] i
-0.3361 :
ATA6 Hzf - - - - PEPEER s --- - 41500 Hz
1 i
0 Hz| il o -+ I - i 5(75 Hz
Word
1 /pausnz/ /pavnz/ /pasnz/ @
itchALL
2 229 Hz 229 Hz 223 Hz -
Pitch,
3 275 Hz 270 Hz 256 Hz -
itch/au
4 238 Hz 237 Hz 231 Hz E—
itch/n
5 203 Hz 204 Hz 197 Hz E—
Olpitch/z/
= undefined undefined undefined 7/7)
5.723057 |
0 Visible part 5 758549 secands 5758549
Total duration 5.758549 seconds
o n | ou] s | bak] » | v | Braup

EN s )l

Mean Pitch Data

Tier 1: phonetic transcription of the word

Tier 2: Mean pitch for the whole word: 227 Hz

Tier 3: Mean pitch of /p/: 267Hz

Tier 4: Mean pitch of /au/: 235.5 Hz

Tier 5: Mean pitch of /n/: 201.3Hz

Tier 6: Mean pitch of /z/: undefined, that is between 20 Hz and 75 Hz

SourwNdE

The highest pitch of pounds is /p/, and its mean is 267 Hz. The lowest pitch of pounds is /z/. Its
mean is undefined, and that means the pitch of /z/ is between 20 Hz~75 Hz.
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Duration Analysis of <Pounds>

File Edit Query View Select Interval Boundary Tier Spectrum Pitch Intensity Formant Pulses Help
5718073
0.4005| ;
0.000193 4
-0.3361 :
5000 Hz| £|500 Hz
2326 Hzf-------------- oo oo POy s&
{ | :
0 Hz| [ - i i r g b5 1y
\Word
1 /pavnz/ /pavnz/ /pavnz/ )
DurALL
2 714 ms 687 ms 684 ms )
Dur/p/
3 118 ms 94 ms 99 ms .
Dur/au,/
4 255 ms 265 ms 264 ms )
Dur/n/
5 185 ms 181 ms 180 ms )
ODursz/
=6 156 ms 147 ms 141 ms 7/7)
5.718073 |
0 Visible part 5.758549 seconds 5.758549
Total duration 5.758549 seconds

o n | ou] s | bak] » | v | Braup

410 PM

2/26/2012

=

EN s )

Mean Duration Data

Tier 1: phonetic transcription of the word

Tier 2: Mean duration for the whole word: 695ms

Tier 3: Mean duration of /p/: 104ms

Tier 4: Mean duration of /av/: 261ms

Tier 5: Mean duration of /n/: 182ms

. Tier 6: Mean duration of /z/: 148ms

/au/ sound has the longest duration. It lasts for 261ms. The shortest duration of sound is /p/. Its
mean is 104ms, and /p/ is a stop consonant.

oA wN R

5.0 Conclusion

Taking this class made me have opportunity to explore linguistic world. To me, Linguistics was
a profound and difficult subject before taking the class of Introduction to Phonology. Now, I
found it interesting and meaningful. Learning of linguistic field should be considered as a long-
term study. | believe that | am willing to pay more attention and put more efforts on it if | have
opportunity in the future.
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