
Southern Adventist University Southern Adventist University 

KnowledgeExchange@Southern KnowledgeExchange@Southern 

The WiRE - Departmental Newsletter School of Journalism and Communication 

Fall 2017 

The WiRE Fall 2017 The WiRE Fall 2017 

School of Journalism and Communication 

Follow this and additional works at: https://knowledge.e.southern.edu/wire 

 Part of the Journalism Studies Commons 

Recommended Citation Recommended Citation 
School of Journalism and Communication, "The WiRE Fall 2017" (2017). The WiRE - Departmental 
Newsletter. 2. 
https://knowledge.e.southern.edu/wire/2 

This Book is brought to you for free and open access by the School of Journalism and Communication at 
KnowledgeExchange@Southern. It has been accepted for inclusion in The WiRE - Departmental Newsletter by an 
authorized administrator of KnowledgeExchange@Southern. For more information, please contact 
jspears@southern.edu. 

CORE Metadata, citation and similar papers at core.ac.uk

Provided by Southern Adventist University

https://core.ac.uk/display/232790371?utm_source=pdf&utm_medium=banner&utm_campaign=pdf-decoration-v1
https://knowledge.e.southern.edu/
https://knowledge.e.southern.edu/wire
https://knowledge.e.southern.edu/journalism_communication
https://knowledge.e.southern.edu/wire?utm_source=knowledge.e.southern.edu%2Fwire%2F2&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
http://network.bepress.com/hgg/discipline/333?utm_source=knowledge.e.southern.edu%2Fwire%2F2&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
https://knowledge.e.southern.edu/wire/2?utm_source=knowledge.e.southern.edu%2Fwire%2F2&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
mailto:jspears@southern.edu




A FRESH START TO 
A NEW SCHOOL YEAR 

Nothing like s ta rting 
a new yea r w ith a new 
look and identity. 

The WiR E, fo rmerly 
the Sou thern Comm u­
nica tor, is part of the 
rebra nding and identity 
package fo r the SJC. 

With designer John 
Michae l Comstock, 
senio r g ra phic d esign 
majo r, ta king the lead 
on red esign, the SJC 
Promotions Committee 
changed the na me and 
d esign o f the newsle tte r. 

The WiR E ea rned the 
votes of our summer 
Pho togra phy Ca mp 
attendees as well those 
res ponding to social 

medi a polls. 
The Promoti ons 

Committee, consisting of 
Avery Bo tti cell i, 
Stephe n Ruf, Rachel 
Wil liams-Smith, and 
Pame la Ma ize H a rris, 
commissioned a new 
look tha t could be incor­
pora ted into The WiR E. 

"The SJC staff were 
very in volved in the 
process and had ideas 
fo r the s trong identity 
and branding they are 
mov ing towa rd w ith thi s 
redesign," Comstock 
sa id, no ting tha t changes 
in di g ita l communi ca ti on 
d rove the changes. II 

FORMER SJC DEAN JOINS 
WALLA WALLA 

After 28 yea rs o f se r­
vice a t Southern, fo rm er 
SJC d ea n and professor, 
Volker Henning, PhD, 
has jo ined Wa lla Walla 
Uni vers ity as the new 
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vice pres ident fo r aca­
demic admini stra ti on. 

Henning jo ined SJC 
in 1989 teaching pho­
tog raphy, adverti sing, 
and media producti on. 
In 2000, he beca me dean 
before jo ining Southe rn 's 
admini stra ti on as asso­
cia te vice president fo r 
acade mic admini stra tion 
in 2006. H enning and 
hi s w ife, Linda, have 
two chi ldren and three 
granddaughte rs. His 
son, Brian, ea rned a mass 
communica tion degree 
fro m Southe rn in 2004. 11 

Afte r 13 years in the He r research classes 
School of Journalism and regula rly presented a t 
Communica ti on, Linda confe rences. 
Po tte r Crumley, PhD, As dea n, she led in 
accepted the chair posi- collabora ti on w ith o ther 
ti on fo r Communica ti ons uni ve rsity schools and 
a t Wa ll a Wall a Uni ve r- de partments and coor-
s ity. dinated pl ans fo r fac ility 

C rum ley served as changes and upgrad es. 
dea n a t SJC for three " Dr. Crum ley was a 
yea rs, w inning the mento r w ho inspired me 
Presidenti a l Awa rd for w ith he r own life," sa id 
Exce ll ence in Scho la rship Cheyenne Silvers, senio r 
in 2008. public re la ti ons majo r. 

C rumley condu cted "She was a confid ante 
p rolifi c resea rch into w hom I cou ld often turn 
such topics as gender to w hen college life and 
ro le messages in teen classes were getting 
magazines, abuse in ove rw helming." 
fa ith-based res identi a l "Dr. C a lways made 
trea tment fac ilities, the time fo r me," sa id 
use of iPad s and iPhones Ka itlyn Colon, senio r 
in the class room, fa mil y public rela tions majo r. 
po rtra its, reactions to "She lis tened and o ffered 
messages that hurt, and ad vice and guidance. 
the basic s tru cture of a She is humble, wise, and 
speech . lov ing." II 

I DID YOU MOVE? I 

Update your contact information w ith the SJC 
by em ailing communicator@southem.edu. 

I 

\. 

HOBBY 
Jigsaw puzzles, the larger the 
better - 3000 pieces at least! I see 
puzzles as a metaphor for life. 

FAVORITE GENRE FOR READING 
Literary journalism and creative 
non-fiction 

FAVORITE BOOKS 
I Know Why the Caged Bird Sings 
by Maya Angelou, and anything 
by Francine Rivers, especially 
Redeeming Love 

FAVORITE PASTA 
Rotini 

FAVORITE FIRST LADIES 
Laura Bush and Michelle Obama 

FAVORITE BIBLE STORY 
Joseph 

FAVORITE JUNK FOOD 
Potato Chips 

FAVORITE NATIONAL PARK 
Great Smoky Mountains National Park 

FAVORITE QUOTE 
"And we know that God causes 
everything to work together for the 
good of those who love God and 
are called according to his purpose 
for them" (Romans 8:28, Nll). 

Rachel Williams-Smith, PhD, 
EdD, began her journey to become 
the new dean of the SJC with a sim­
ple journal she received when she 
was 12. With no one to ta lk to in her 
small, sheltered world (sec sidebar, 
"Born Yesterday"), a penchant fo r 
w riting emerged . 

Williams-Smith d idn' t know then 
but that journal would lead to a 
futu re career as a professional w riter, 
communicato r, and book author. 
And it would land her a ca reer in 
teaching after a stint as a newspaper 
reporter intern-all part of her jour­
ney to become dea n. 

" I never thought I'd be bothered 
w ith journalism," she confessed with 
a laugh. "When I was in college, I 
to ld my professor that was one thing 
I'd never do." 

However, when she finally began 
working fo r the Huntsville Times as a 
part-time reporter, she sa id she loved 
the job so much she never knew 
what her work hours were. 

"Each day I'd just go to work 
thinking about the next interview 
I'd do, that story I was working on, 
or some idea I wanted to pitch to the 
edito r." 

Regarding her experience work­
ing in Huntsv ille City School's Al­
te rnati ve program, she said," [ loved 
it- helping students." 

As a teacher, Williams-Smith 
says she lea rned more than she ever 
thought possible. She ca ptured her 
experience in an editorial to the 
Huntsville Times whi le teachjng in the 
Huntsville school system. 

That love fo r helping, encour­
aging, coaching, and supporting 
students turned into a consuming 
passion when she took leadership as 
director of the Oakwood University 
Leadershjp Education for the Adu lt 
Professional (LEAP) program. 

" I loved helping them realize 
they could do something they never 
thought they could do." 

John Anderson was vice president 
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of academic affairs at Oakwood Uni­
versity when Wi lliams-Smith was 
hired to direct the LEAP program. 

"She was selected for LEAP 
director," he sa id, "because of her 
optimism, her drive to succeed, and 
her enthusiasm to resurrect a dying 
program." 

He said she turned around the 
program within one year w ithout 
many resources. 

"She tripled the program in one 
year," he said. 

Anderson attributed her success 
to her abi lity to connect w ith busi­
nesses in the Huntsv ille area, one­
on-one dia log, and her message that 
businesses cou ld have confidence 
that Oakwood wou ld welcome them 
as parb1ers. 

The program grew from 8 to 274 
enrolled students. 

Wi ll iams-Smith derives a special 
sa tisfaction seeing students move on 
to success in their lives. 

Some students in the LEAP 
program have gone on to pursue 
master's and even terminal degrees. 

"That brings me joy," she sa id, her 
eyes aglow. "Being able to make a 
difference is what matters to me." 

Marquis Johns, senior pastor at 
the North Philadelphia Adventist 
Chu rch, says as his adviser Wi l­
liams-Smith showed "dedication to 
my education, spirituality, and even 
my personal well-being." 

He said she took a "students-first" 
approach in her advising and teach­
ing. 

Will iams-Smith continued to 
serve students in a different leader­
ship role when she left Oakwood to 
chair the Communication Depart­
ment at Andrews University, w here 
she worked in collaboration with 
the seminary to develop, launch, 
and promote the dual degree MA / 
MDiv program. 
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ln her subsequent ro le as 
graduate program director, Wi l­
liams-Smith served on and chaired 
master's theses and production 
project comm ittees, recruited and 
advised students, and grew the 
enroll ment. 

"It's exciting getting students in­
terested in research and the process 
of discovery," she shared . 

Wi ll iams-Smith particu larly 
enjoys qua li tative approaches "be­
cause of the richness that narratives 
can have." 

ln fact, her own narrative-based 
resea rch for her doctora l disserta­
tion birthed her award-winning 
book, Born Yesterday: The True Story 
of a Girl Born in the 20th Cen tury but 
Raised in the 19th. 

Besides being dean, 
Wi ll iams-Smith is teaching in her 
areas of expertise. Her courses 
include Mass Communication and 
Society, Communication Theory, 
Interpersona l Comm unica tion, and 
Commu nication Resea rch. 

She appreciates being able to 
lead a g rea t team of communica­
tion professiona ls. One of the first 
th ings she did was schedu le a re­
trea t nea r the Great Smoky Moun­
tains Nationa l Park in September 
for the SJC facul ty and staff. 
Will iams-Smi th is also enjoying 
meeti ng SJC students and becom­
ing their advocate. 

"Maki ng a positive d ifference in 
the lives of students is w hat matters 
most to me," she said . 

"If I can help Southern students 
reach their potentia l academically, 
encourage them to grow spiritua ll y, 
and help prepare them to achieve 
professiona lly as powerfu l change 
agents for good in this world, I 
wi ll fu lfi ll my ca lli ng in coming to 
Southern." D 

Rachel 
Williams-Smith, 
has wanted 
to write since 
she was'1 2. 
Her book, Born 
¥esterday: The 
True Story of a 
Girl Born in the 
20th Century but 
Raised in the 

19th, was released last year and 
published by Pacific Press. 

The story o~er own life, an 
author ethnography research 
project,,,as the dissertation in 
her first doctoral program~t Re­
gent University. 

The book describes her child­
hood to age 16: wearing long 
dresses and bonnets and living 
without electricity, telephone, ra­
dio, television or indoor plumbing. 
Her ultra-religious parents raised 
t~ir family separated from soci­
ety in a remote area of Tennessee 
and waited for the world to end. 

Her experience and the re­
search PhD from Regent Univer­
sity has made Williams-Smith 

r' 
an expert in isolated religious 
cultures closed to mainstream 
life, offshoots, and adjustment 
experiences that former members 
of these closed groups lre likely 
to face once leaving them. 
Williams-Smith speak( on this 
t6'pic and on her own story. 

.. 

.WHAT SHE LIKES ABOUT 
TENNESSEE 
Mountains, hiking, white water 
rafting, camping 

FAVORITE JUNK FOOD 
Pizza 

FAVORITE FIRST LADY 
Michelle Obama 

FAVORITE NATIONAL PARK 
Grand Canyon 

FAVORITE PASTA 
Angel hair with lemon and olive oil 
sauce 

FAVORITE BOOK 
Love in the Time of Cholera 
by Gabriel Garcia Marquez 

FAVORITE JOURNALIST 
Anderson Cooper 

FAVORITE BIBLE STORY 
Shadrack, Meshak, and Abednego 
and their response to the question 
"What if your God does not save 
you?" 
"Even if He does not," they an­
swered, "We will still worship Him." 

LANGUAGES SHE SPEAKS 
English, Spanish, French 

CAREER GOALS 
Stay in academe, someday lead 
a communication department, get 
her Accreditation in Public Rela­
t ions from the Public Relat ions 
Society of America 

TRAVEL GOAL 
Go to Argentina and hop on over 
to Antartica 

MOTTO 
"Life is either a daring adventure 
or nothing at all. " - Helen Keller 

, , 

LOPEZ-THISMON 
SAYS 'l'M RETURNING HOME' 
SHE'S SEEN PLENTY SINCE 2008 

When Natalia L6pez­
Thism6n, assistant profes­
sor, graduated high sd1ool, 
she wanted to be a journal­
ist. 

Her mom piled a group 
of church graduates into 
her car and drove to South­
ern from Miami, Florida, to 
see the university. 

Her mom did this for 
years-she drove kids to 
see Southern. 

"l was accepted into sev­
era l good schools," L6pez­
Thism6n sa id, "But I liked 
Southern. It was a small 
school. l majored in public 
relations and loved it!" 

As a curious, artistic and 
creative student, L6pez­
Thism6n found her public 
relations major "so much 
fun." 

She worked all four 
yea rs in the university's 
marketing office and grad­
uated in December 2008 
with a solid portfolio and 
relevant work experience. 

Returning to Miami, she 
fow1d herself in the middle 
of the recession. With her 
pallet of skills, she began 
freelancing, doing photog­
raphy and writing. 

This was a great time 
to go to graduate school. 
L6pez-Thism6n headed to 
California State Universi­
ty San Bernadina, with a 
generous graduate teach­
ing assistantship. It was 

there she married her love 
for "communication with 
teaching," she said . 

"You know, you might 
be good at teaching," Linda 
Crumley, her Southern pro­
fessor, had told her severa l 
years earlier. 

Returning once more 
to Miami, L6pez-Thism6n 
worked at the Miami Heat 
in public relations and me­
dia relations. She was the 
editorial assistant for Tip 
Off, the team 's magazine. 

One of her favorite 
Miami Heat players was 
Ray Allen, who retired in 
2016. "He was highly intel­
lectual, extremely profes­
sional, and a great conver­
sationalist," she said. 

Next, L6pez-Th ism6n 
was hired to create and run 
a TV show for Adventist 
Development and Relief 
Agency (ADRA). There she 
poured ''blood, sweat, and 
tears" into creating pack­
ages for outlets around the 
world. 

In 2015, L6pez-Thism6n, 
stationed in Nepal near 
Kabnandu after the dev­
astating earthquake, led a 
global team in managing 
crisis communication, me­
dia relations with the 
Nepali media, releas-
ing raw footage and 
info-graphics, as well as 
social media. 

"It was highly stressful," 

she said. "I still remember 
the smell of death." 

In her three years with 
ADRA, she traveled to each 
continent and visited nine 
countries: Albania, Ando­
va, Australia, Brazil, Fij i, 
France, Rwanda, Thai land 
and Uganda,. 

After that, L6pez­
Thism6n ran media 
relations for a year at 
Washington, D.C.-based 
National Communication 
Association. 

From there, she joined 
La Sien-a University in 
Riverside, Ca lifornia. To 
teach pub)jc relations, ad­
vertising, public speaking, 
mass med ia and society, 
and communication and 
society-a class where she 
introduced the study of 
social movements. 

"I plan to be at South­
ern a long time," L6pez­
Thism6n said. "I feel 
Divine affirmation that I 
am at home." 

L6pez-Thism6n is teach­
ing advertising, two speech 
courses, and intercultural 
commW1ication this fall . D 

THE WIRE 
1:(/ 11 2 0/ 7 5 



Manuello Paga nelli knew he 
was not cut out to be a d octo r. 
Once a stud ent a t Southe rn, things 
changed the moment he bought a 
ca me ra. He head ed to a presenta­
tion by an as tronaut in Chattanoo­
ga . Seeing no medi a photogra phers, 
he sho t a ro ll o f film and d ropped it 
off a t a Chattanooga newspaper. 

The next day his photos were 
on the front page. From there, 
Paga nelli went on to a career in doc­
umenta ry, edito ri a l, and comme rcia l 
photography based in Ca li fo rnia. 

Paga nelli 's cred its include 
photojournali sm and celebrity and 
corporate po rtra iture, w ith clients 
like Time, Der Spiegel, Bus i11essweek, 
Sports lllus tra ted, Life, Forbes, News­
week and many more. 

In the mid -90s, many of his 
ass ignments took him to Cuba. His 
clients encou raged him to crea te a 
book. He shot pho tos in Cuba fo r 25 
yea rs on more th an 60 trips. 

Paga nelli says Southe rn gave 
him his spiritual roo ts and e thica l 
va lues. He has autographed a copy 

of hi s book fo r the s tudents in the 
SJC. In a presenta tion of his work to 
the depa rtment las t yea r, he sa id he 
enjoyed connecting w ith students. 

He sa id he was g lad to le t s tu ­
dents a t Southern utili ze his work . 

"Bes ides, I like knowing that I 
a lso sa t, a te, wa lked, prayed, and 
worshipped a t the sa me place as 
they do," he sa id . 

He u rges students to "believe in 
themselves and never g ive up the ir 
d rea ms." 11 



At Photography Camp thi s summer, ca mpers im­
proved the ir composition and technical skill s w hile 
enjoy ing outdoor activities, li s tening to inspiring 
devotionals, and much more. Campers shot studio 
and outdoor portraits, close-up nature photography, 
painting with li ght, lea rned Adobe Light room soft­
ware, and practiced flyin g drones. 11 
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Ismael Teron 
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Kirsten Saint-Aime Thomas Broome Disney Smith El iana Blankney 

Academic Summer Camps bring high 
school students to the university for an 
opportunity to explore or sharpen their 
vocational focus before even starting 
college. Each three-day camp includes 
a spiritual component as well , mod­
eling for campers and their fami lies 
how Adventist education facilitates the 
marriage of career and calling. 
Check out the site at 
southern.edu/camps 
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Boonstra, Robertson, and 
Yonkers win Coffey 
Scholarships 

Th ree incoming SJC s tud ents 
have won nea rl y $17,000 in scho la r­
ship funds fro m the Coffey Com­
muni ca tion Scho la rship. 

Na ta lie Boonstra and Kiaya Rob­
e rtson, freshmen jo urna li sm majo rs, 
and Danie l Yonke rs, freshma n mass 
communica tio n m ajo r, submitted 
po rt fo li os of the ir wo rk and an ap­
plica ti on d uring ea rl y summe r. 

Boonstra, a g radu a te o f Ca mpi­
on Acad emy, ass is ted in crea ting 
videos and socia l medi a fo r he r 
aca demy do rm . She pl ans to be an 
in ves ti ga ti ve repo rte r and crea te 
huma n inte res t s to ries. 

" I want to be a mi ss iona ry w ith 
my wo rd s," she sa id . 

Robe rtson, w ho is from Atl anta, 
pl ans a ca reer as a po liti ca l repo rte r 
fo r CN N. Very acti ve in hi gh school 
d rama a nd s po rts, she won the 
Core tta Scott King Yo ung Women's 
Leade rship Acade my awa rd . She 
was a lso chosen as he r hig h school's 
awa rd ee fro m the Atlanta jou rnn/ & 
Cons ti tu ti on new spape r. 

The Howell Family Update 

ROB ('95) a nd AN Gl (' 95) HOW­
ELL a re leading busy lives in Co l­
leged a le, Tennessee w ith the ir two 
kids Ashlyn (18) a nd Rya n (1 5) . 

Both Ashl yn and Rya n have 
a ttended the G rea te r Co ll eged a le 
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Yonke rs, fro m Ma ry la nd, is 
conside ring combining d egrees in 
communica ti on and g ra phic a rts. 

He was active a t Hi ghl and View 
Aca demy as a class sena to r, lead 
ac to r in drama p rodu ctio ns and 
pe rfo rming w ith the ba nd . 

Cecil Coffey, fo r w ho m the 
scho la rship is named , g radu a ted 
fro m Southern and had a s uccess ful 
ca reer in hea lth ca re journa lis m. He 
es tablished Coffey Communica­
tio ns, headqua rte red in Wa lla Wa ll a, 
Washing ton. He and his fa mily 
crea ted the scho la rship to ass ist s tu­
dents in communica tio n edu ca tio n.a 

Tara Hargrove Teaches 
Virtually from Colorado 

With an unex pected turn of 
events, Ta ra Ha rgrove, associa te 
p ro fesso r, is teaching he r courses 
o nline thi s fa ll. 

"She w ill keep regul a r fa ll ho urs, 
though virtua l, and re ma in ful -
ly a pa rt o f the SJC," Dea n Wil ­
li a ms-Smith w ro te in an ema il to a ll 
communica ti on s tudents. 

Harg rove met with he r s tud ents 

Schoo l Syste m s ince kind e rga rten, 
and a re current ly a ttending Col­
leged a le Aca d emy in the ir seni o r 
a nd so pho mo re yea rs res pective ly. 

Ashly n is a nti cipa ting to a ttend 
Southe rn nex t school yea r, a nd is 
a lread y ta king du a l-enrollm ent 
classes. 

A ng i is the ma rke ting and re­
cruitm ent direc to r fo r the G rea te r 
Colleged a le School Sys te m a nd is 
enjoy ing he r wo rk a lo ng w ith be­
ing close to the kid s' ac ti v ities a nd 
d a il y li fe. 

Rob is a co-owne r o f Co ll ege 
Press, a des ig n, printing, and 
ma iling co mpany tha t is s till o n the 
unive rs ity's ca mpus. Co llege Press 
ce lebra ted its lOOth yea r in 2017. a 

early in the semeste r and w ill re­

turn near the end to connect. 
"Our ho pe is tha t thi s w ill be a 

pos iti ve ex pe rience and even open 
doors to new, crea ti ve ways to 
lea rn," Willia ms-Smith sa id . a 

Enrollment Up in the SJC 
Nine ty majo rs enrolled thi s fa ll in 

theSJC. In additio n, 44 mino rs s ig ned 
up fo r communica ti on courses. 

According to the Record s and 
Ad vising d epa rtment, the numbers 
break dow n li ke thi s: 

Mass Comm- Ad vertis ing: 2 
Mass Co mm- Media Produ cti on: 10 
Mass Comm- New Media: 1 
Mass Comm- Photogra phy: 8 
Mass Co mm- Writing / Editing: 5 
Comm Studies: 7 
Co mm Studies- lnte rcultura l: 3 
Jo urna lis m : 1 
Journa lis m- Di g ita l Broad cast: 8 
Journa li sm- Publi shing: 6 
Publi c Re la ti ons: 24 
PR and G ra phic Design: 9 
PR and Business Admini stra tio n: 5 
Medi a Techno logy: 1 a 

York Tapped By NBC News 
- ROB YORK, 

('02), jo ined 
the s ta ff of 
Tli e So u th 
China 
Morn ing Pos t 

i;;;1111. in Ho ng Ko ng 1 in la te 
A ug us t. 
Prev io us ly he 
s pe nt three 
yea rs as chi ef 
edito r o f 
NK Ne ws, a 

webs ite s pec iali z ing in new s a nd 
a na lys is o n N o rth Ko rea. NBC a nd 
o the r inte rna ti o na l ne w s o utl e ts 
have so ug ht hi s co mmenta ry o n 
No rth Ko rea. Rob is a PhD ca n­
did a te in Ko rea n hi s to ry a t the 
Uni ve rs ity of Hawa ii a t Ma ni a. a 

~ 

WHAT 
WE 
DID 
THIS 
SU MME 

LORRAIN E BA LL 
took time o ff to tra ve l 
and welco me he r son, 
d aughte r-in-law, a nd 
g randson Jackson 
to Cha ttanooga. She 
has a lso ta ken ove r 

coo rdina ting the speech prog ra m. 
Ba ll headed to Florida, enjoyed time 
with he r fa mily and revised he r 
s ilibi . 

PAMELA MAIZE 
HARRIS a ttended the 
Writing for Yo ur Life 
Write r 's Wo rksho p a t 
Belmont Uni vers ity 
in Nashvill e w here 
she a ttended sessions 

on The Art o f Mem oir, Think Like 
a Publishe r, Landing a Lite ra ry 
Agent, and Spiritua l Practi ce- Le t 
Yo ur Wo rds Live. She was ins pired 
and uplifted with to p-selling au­
thors Ba rba ra Brown Tay lo r and 
Rachel Held Evans. An executi ve 
fro m publi she r Thomas Ne lson 
Books p rov ided insight into the in­
ne r wo rkings of the Chris ti an book 
industry. 

RAC H EL 
WILLIAMS-SMITH, 
new SJC dea n (see 
a rticl e p . 3), spent the 
summe r transiti oning 
from Berrien Springs, 
Mi chiga n, to he r new 

Chattanooga ho me. She unpacked 
both at home and in the o ffi ce and 
pl anned for he r new courses for 
fa ll as we ll as a fa culty re trea t in 
Septembe r. He r summer included 
o rienta tion sessio ns, finding he r 
way a round Cha ttanooga, and 
working o n hiring a new journa lism 
professor. 

AV ERY BOTTICE LLI, 
SJC's offi ce manage r, 
a ttend ed weddings 
w ith he r husband, An­
thony, and two d augh­
ters in Ca li fo rni a 
and Wi sconsin . He r 

summ er w as fill ed with processing 
schola rships, initi a ting a new tech­
nology tracking sys tem, greeting 
drop-in s tudents and pa rents, and 
prepa ring fo r the fa ll semeste r. 

NATALIA L6PEL.,­
THTSM6N moved 
fro m Ca lifornia to Co l­
legeda le with he r two 
kitties. She taught at 

n• J La Sie rra Uni ve rsity in 
Ri vers ide, Ca lifornia. 

las t school yea r, but has re turned to 
h e r alma mate r as one of SJC's new­
est professors. She a lso fit in time 
to re lax w ith fa mil y and fri end s in 
Miami and Washing to n, D.C. 

STEPHEN RUF has 
been fl ying the SJC's 
new OJI Mav ic Pro 
d rone. The dev ice 
w as unve iled a t this 
summe r's Photogra­
phy Camp (see pho tos 

o n p. 8) with adjunct professor Rya n 
Ha rre ll who demo nstra ted drone 
pilo ting bas ics. Ruf uses the sum­
mertime to upg rade SJC's compute r 
and video productio n labs. He met 
weekly w ith p rospecti ve s tud ents 
to discuss educa tio n and ca ree r 
goa ls. He and his wife, Jodi , enjoyed 
a week's trip wa nde ring the Blue 
Ridge Pa rkway. 

TARA HARG ROV E 
s pent the summe r 
with he r two young­
est children and the ir 
g row ing puppies. She 
was al so busy rede­
sig ning he r courses 

to be ta ug ht vi a dis tance-learning 
s ince she re located to Ft. Collins, 
Colo rado (see a rticle p . 10). If you 
a re interes ted in taking a speech 
course online, check out he r new 
section fo r Winte r 2018. 

ANDY NASH is the 
w orld wandere r. In 
June he led two study 
tours to Is rae l: one 
for famili es (with 
his wife, Cindy) and 
another for Geor­

g ia-Cumberland Conference pastors 
and teachers. Besides trave l, N ash 
fill ed his summer with famil y and 
church. H e continued to pas tor the 
Connect Wo rship Se rvice on a part­
time bas is and preached several 
se rm ons on the Psalms. H e also 
wo rked on a new memoir about 
fa therhood. Watch for m ore infor­
m a tio n on thi s project, o ne near to 
his hea rt. 

THE WIRE.., 
1:,,11 2 111 - I 1 



Faculty and Staff 
Rachel Will iams-Smith, PhD Professor and Dean 

EdD Journalism 
Communication Studies 

Lorraine Ball , MS Associate Professor 
Public Relations 
Business & Mass Communication 

Tara Hargrove, MA Associate Protessor 
Communication Studies 

Natal ia Lopez-Th ismon , MA Assistant Professor 
Public Relations, Advertising 

Pamela Maize Harris, PhD Professor 
Public Relations, Journalism 
Mass Communication Law 
Faculty Adviser 

Andy Nash, PhD Professor 
Literary Journalism 
Print Journalism 

Stephen Ruf, MS Associate Professor 
Broadcast Journalism 
Media Production, Photography 

Avery Botticell i, BS Office Manager 

jf[ 
SOUTHERN 
ADVENTIST UN IVERSITY 

School of 
Journalism and Communication 

P.O. Box370 
Collegedale, TN 37315 

NONPROFIT ORG. 
U.S. POSTAGE 

PAID 
CHATTANOOGA, TN 

PERMIT NO. 1114 

If Social Media Sites were Countries: Top 1 O 
There exists a magical land of social media. It is not a world that can be strolled through but one that can be scrolled 
through. Below, the top 10 "nations" are ranked based on their populations or "active users" as they are referred to. 

1 0 I 0 I 0 1 0 l O I 0 1 0 I 0 1 0 I O 1 o I o I o 1 o I o 1 O t 0 I 0 I II Populations 

INTERNET - //~QQ #6 
~ # l Facebook 

D A TA 0 C E A N 
1 11 0 C E A N 2,047,000,000 'r,n;t+.oT" # 1 {\ 

#2 You Tube 
1,500,000,000 

#3 WhatsApp 
1,200,000,000 

#4 Face book 
Messenger 
1,200,000,000 

#5 WeChat 
938,000,000 

#6 QQ 

~ ~QZone#8 . 
~ 861 ,000,000 

Tumblr #9 #7 lnstagram WeChat#SO@ 700,000,000 
1--1 . • #8 QZone 

~-:::·::.... (!) . ·t . -~ 638,000,000 
#9 Tumblr 

THE WORLD . - +- 357,000,000 
WIDE WEB , Tn<:bor ::im #7 

C Y B E R #10 Twitter 0 C B A N 
328,000,000 

Statistic provided by Statista as of August 2017 . ranked by number of active users. 
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