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Abstract The Expansion of the Garden

In today’s society the growing, buying and consuming of local foods is skyrocketing in
demand. It provides for a healthier and more sustainable lifestyle that the University has stated

its interest in promoting. This project to expand the current community garden on campus | am recommending that the University of Richmond expands it's current Uni , ¢ Bich 4 Dini all
would not only promote the University’s strives in sustainable practices, but also draw the : : . niversi O ichmon nin a

community and campus together. This garden could produce foods that could be sold to the Commgmtyf garden Cl)n ;he Sag]ethpk# ﬁ:c Ir?tnc(ij It currently 'la}[/f?, which an be Y J

current dining services, and to the local community generating some profit from this upwaras ol 4 acres. In Figure 2. the nigniigntea green area IS the proposead area - . : - :
community garden while also reducing the University’s spending on food for the dining hall. where the garden can be expanded. 'Rlchmon_d dm_mg SEFYICES Spent 6.1 million dollars in 2016
Furthermore, a graduate certificate program could be created at the University for those N _ _ (Stars-Umversﬂy Of Rlchmond Report, 2016)

Interested In some sort of agricultural practices at the school. This garden could be an outside
lab for biology, ecology and other sciences while also giving the University the potential to
create new classes In the science curriculum, for example an introduction to agriculture class.
By expanding the current garden the University will reap the many benefits that it brings, while
also appealing to the future generations that will be applying to the University in the years to
come.

*Having food grown In the garden available to eat in the
dining hall is 86% cheaper than buying the food and would
cut down the spending on “local” foods from dining

Growing Demand for Locally Grown Food services (Bureau of Labor Statistics, 2018).

« University of Richmond Dining Hall refers to “local” food as anything within a 500 | _ i e
mile radius (Not very local) : | -
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Figure 2. Proposed area the garden can be

* 69% of people who grow their own fruits and vegetables for consumption or profit CSA Prog raim expanded. Source: Google Maps
have a degree in something other than agriculture showing an increasing
demand for the knowledge of how to grow crops (Dewey, 2017) * University of Richmond can start a Community Supported Agriculture program where

community members can pay a monthly or yearly price to receive fresh produce from the

garden every week
e Sustainable gardening and agriculture Is a growing interest in perspective

students and future generations * This would generate revenue and community awareness

* More community awareness would bring in more volunteers to help work the garden while
learning sustainable agriculture practices

The University of Richmond has always wanted to be a leader in sustainability amongst the other liberal arts

schools. With campus gardens and farms becoming more popular every year Richmond needs to get ahead of Figure 3. Furman University’s on campus garden.
the curve in order to meet this current demand for learning about sustainable agriculture and the growing CU rri cu | um Source: Furman University

demand for locally grown food for consumption. The University would be able to continue to attract more

students with an on campus garden while also being able AC k N OWI ed emen tS

e The garden would allow the University to use It as an on campus |iving lab giving students | would like to thank the Coordinator of the Environmental Studies Program Dr. Peter Smallwood and the

: . : : : : Director of Sustainability Rob Andrejewski for all of their help with this proposal for pointing me in the right
in blology, ecology and other sciences easy access to experlentlal Ieammg direction, helping me find sources and helping me find valuable information needed to complete this proposal.

stainablility effoyts. 84% of students who answered.a st &
MaRnSERos ke vtman Shvel Shiandisute B
bodperslly Hiavena!(eaghyieiplepaesied an on :
campus farm/garden. Both of these schools

use a plot of land no bigger than 1 acre, while  New courses, for example Introduction to Agriculture, can be offered to students with the

the University of Richmond has the potential to
ersity | P expanded garden References

expand its current community garden up to 4 . . .
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