
Southern Adventist University
KnowledgeExchange@Southern

Education Undergraduate Research School of Education and Psychology

Spring 4-14-2015

Psychology and the Bible: A Word to the Wise
Janelle Wong
janellewong@southern.edu

Follow this and additional works at: https://knowledge.e.southern.edu/undergrad_ed

Part of the Theory and Philosophy Commons

This Other is brought to you for free and open access by the School of Education and Psychology at KnowledgeExchange@Southern. It has been
accepted for inclusion in Education Undergraduate Research by an authorized administrator of KnowledgeExchange@Southern. For more
information, please contact jspears@southern.edu.

Recommended Citation
(Wong & Church, 20150

brought to you by COREView metadata, citation and similar papers at core.ac.uk

provided by Southern Adventist University

https://core.ac.uk/display/232787868?utm_source=pdf&utm_medium=banner&utm_campaign=pdf-decoration-v1
https://knowledge.e.southern.edu?utm_source=knowledge.e.southern.edu%2Fundergrad_ed%2F18&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
https://knowledge.e.southern.edu/undergrad_ed?utm_source=knowledge.e.southern.edu%2Fundergrad_ed%2F18&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
https://knowledge.e.southern.edu/ed_psych?utm_source=knowledge.e.southern.edu%2Fundergrad_ed%2F18&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
https://knowledge.e.southern.edu/undergrad_ed?utm_source=knowledge.e.southern.edu%2Fundergrad_ed%2F18&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
http://network.bepress.com/hgg/discipline/1238?utm_source=knowledge.e.southern.edu%2Fundergrad_ed%2F18&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
mailto:jspears@southern.edu


Abstract 

The nature versus nurture controversy has been a topic of debate for many years. Although 

modern psychology does not directly examine the concept of wisdom, it does attempt to examine 

the idea of intelligence. Modern psychologists have proposed various positions either supporting 

one side or the other. Most psychologists agree that intelligence is determined by both heredity 

and the environment. Conversely, the Bible only provides evidence for the environmental 

influences of wisdom. Although modern psychology views intelligence as being both genetically 

and environmentally influenced, the Bible views wisdom as being gained through experience. 
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