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with each day, such as materials extraction, transportation, and disposal. As the data on climate
change impacts improves, producers and consumers alike are paying more attention to the methods
of production and the life cycle costs of a product. This project seeks to make a contribution by
quantifying the environmental impacts associated with University procurement.

The University of Richmond’s Climate Action Plan (CAP) outlines a strategy to reach carbon Teleptone Duse
neutrality by 2050. The CAP includes the University’s greenhouse gas (GHG) inventory, which
Includes the breakdown of emissions by activity. The inventory only includes Scope 1 and 2
emissions, which are those emissions the University is responsible for through the campus fleet,
buildings, purchased electricity, steam, and heating and cooling. Scope 3 emissions, those which the
University is indirectly responsible for, are caused from travel, investments, and the production and
disposal of goods (GHG Protocol, 2012). While UR’s GHG inventory excludes Scope 3 emissions, Student Travel
we believe procurement strategies should not be overlooked as a means for the University to reduce |
Its Impacts to climate change. This project features a two-part analysis, a life cycle assessment and
two supply chain case studies, that highlight opportunities for the University to reduce consumption
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As a two part project, we pursued separate methodologies for each section. For the life cycle consumed Recommendations
assessment, we selected the Economic Input-Output Life Cycle Assessment (EIO-LCA) tool based on Category Name _ ——— _
two factors. First, the tool has proven successful in many other case studies (Stanforth, 2013). Second, o Comprehensive University-wide (all departments and offices) assessment of greenhouse gas (GHG)

Figure 2: The top ten categories associated with the highest CO, emissions. Telephone base is eliminated from this graph based on that the
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Figure 3: A screenshot of the EIO-LCA tool used to generate the emissions data. http://heasc.aashe.org/sites/g/files/g320266/f/201311/HEASCY%20FINAL.pdf.
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