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The community as lab for service learning. Joseph Ciaccio.

Abstract: Teachers can teach students about community service by encouraging their
actual participation in community development. This type of service learning promotes the
self-esteem of the students and makes them aware of their values in the community. Service
learning also improves social skills.
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From Social Education

HE eighth-graders from Suzanne
MiddleSchool arelined up in pairs
in front of school, waiting eagerly for
the policemen to stop a driver without
a seat belt. When they do, two stu-
dents approach the driver, who gets a
well-rehearsed speechon seat-beituse.
A small child in the back seat is offered
cookies donated by aparentwho owns
a bakery, and toys aoamﬁma by local
merchants.
The children in Hgm mncsg s&o
have prepared a pamphlet on seat-balt

-safety in four languages, hand their

written words of wisdom to each
amazed driver. They sent three re-
quests to the National Highway Traffic
Safety Administration to get enough
bumper stickers to pass one out io
each stopped driver. The kids went to
the sheriff's office to get permission
for this activity, and acted as
“spokespeople” when local TV cam-
eras appeared on the scene.

What a wonderful experience for
these youngsters! They went backintg
school pumped up and enthusiastic

about their important contribution to-
the community.- They felf good about.

themselves because they realized they
can-accomplish something of signifi-
cance. They tested their:inner:yre-
sources and were victorious in trying
to giveapracticatlesson in wmmmq to 60
drivers.

Service _mmﬁ:mm is an mmﬂ:wm con-
cept. Teachers can help students learn
by using the community as a labora-
tory. Yei, far too many schools employ
community service only as a sporadic
activity when it should be an ommo_bm
K-12 commitment.. . .- -

The benefits of service Homebm moy.
students are wide- ranging.. Students :
feel useful and may experience a sense
of personal growth and enhanced self-

- Joseph Ciaccio taught middle school
for 31 years and is now an educational
consultant. Reach him at 58 Unqgua Rd,
Massapequa, NY 11758 (phone: 516-541-
0078). Condensed from Social Educa-
tion, 62 (September: 1998),: from :its .
supplement, Middle . Level Learning,
h&mb&w ?@ﬁam&@%m National Coun:




.THE EDUCATION DIGEST

of - mo:o% Issues to satisfy various con-

Better Social Skiills-
One: of: the:most. meaningful out-
S comes’ ommmgwnm_mﬂu_mmum_B@«oSsm.
IR mEamﬁm soclalskills. Asa demonstra-
: . tion mz.owmnw 5@ students of Suzanne
- Middle School turned the school prop-

tent. and ndﬁn&.ﬁiﬁ:m aspects om
thesocial studies curriculum. ACT vwmr
pares Hmmmou Embm on such topics mmh

_msnm‘ I -

. The ACT _u«ouwnﬁ on crime was mam :
- focus of students in the Northside

school district-of Texas. These stu-

dents gathered information on teen -
«i-violence and interviewed legislators,
- - politicians, and other community resi-

‘dents to determine causes behind in-

creased crime. They observed value -

conflicts among various groups, con-
sidered constitutional issues like gun’
control, and identified pending bills
worthy of their support. They put to-
gether and presented education pro-
grams on the topic for Hrmﬁ mnwoo_ s
younger kids. .

Students don’t always m:a mndoo_-
work relevant, When 1 asked my hon-
ors class what satisfaction they re-
ceived from school work, most indi-
cated -it wasn’t ‘meaningful to them.

oamﬁmmummm nmEm nwEmm. mma Vig-:

. pleasure. -
Service Hw:u_sm w«oﬁgma one om

the genuine highs of my, teaching ca--
reer when the children in my school

were asked to bring in food for the
homeless. Since my class brought the
most; the principal selected them to
deliver the 22 uuounmm of food to the
Interfaith Nutrition Network.- At the

" homeless shelter, the kids stacked the

food on the pantry shelves. On the bus
trip home, one of my most difficult
students jumped up and yelled, “Give
me a C.”.The kids responded enthusi-
astically. “Give me an i," he yelled, He

continued until all the mm:m«m of E%.

name were spelled out.

What a great feeling! ﬁ.:m Ena oH .

. man dignity. Kids who learn thes bed-
“fockvaluesona systematic Um.mmm may

doesn’t even come to mind? Are our -

DB.m 0. nmmm -program;teaches:c
dren compassion and concern for. hu-

some day be better parents, friends;
and members of their communities.

--Active and Caring -

mﬂ s Umms written that future mnroomm
EE ﬁ«mwﬁm.mﬁc@mzﬁ for "notionlty a -
satisfying career, Umwméoﬁdmzwomms.
ily and friends, recreation, intellectual .
.mrBEmEoF physical and ‘mental A
health, and ethical conduct.”But what.
about .being. an active, involved citi-
zen? Is this human endeavor so rare it -

children -destined -fo-live their. civic - :
lives feeling as helpless and politically . . . :

-activity lets teachers relate to thelr . Insignificant as many of the older.gen- .
~students onadifferentlevel. Youwork - eration appear to feel? After all, what.
-+ with them. You're on the same side. - can one person do?
There is likely to be.more trust, less . ..
tension, and greater cooperation from
- students.- Most .of all, you,- as Em.ﬁ
-+ .teacher, will cherish these momawb.
momenis as an anchor of personal.
satisfaction for the rest of your life. invoiver Ehrough. servi
. Traditionally, schools function as - learning can affect students, tea er
isolated entities. They are part of the  andthecommunityin profound
community, but kids rarely experience tive ways. Its impact is-emf
a sense of -community while going
through the motions from homeroom
tothefinal Um: wvwn delivers themback -
to the world oEmam. movaE\. ser
vice ”omﬂznm can Eaam m&ﬁ gap

S .‘ mwﬁﬁﬂomnwocm:ﬁ resistantlandscape. . Service learning can enrich the social-
o They: «Emma ﬁ 000.in:bake: sales to “studies curriculum when students see .
St send, H%wmmmnwmcqmm to mmnnmm.:w:mo. the projects they are engaged in as
U2 L totestifyin favor.of a water conservas . genuinely productive,
" tion bill- -The- SmB ‘effort resulted in - An essential part of service-learn.
<+ - another Hmw:mn sense of achievement- -Ing projects is recognition and posk -
I ;s&g :‘wm bil} cmomﬁm law. - tive attention for participating stu-
- rAsdon ﬁﬁﬁnmu mﬂzﬁnm mE:m ‘ser- - dents. I was advisor to the Social Stud-
" ovice Momgﬁm confronts students with  ies Club when students decided to -
noﬁﬁﬂu_q problems requiring kids. “beautify”theschoolbyattacking graf-
to analyze; hypothesize, and synthe-  fiti and cleaning up the courtyard.
size information to solve a problern. Whenthekids’ achievementsin “beat
Sacial studies teachers have available tification” appeared in the local news-
to .Emﬁ 90.>nﬁ<¢ Citizenship Today paper, they got recognition earned
(ACT). pr m«mB_ a’joint project of the  through hard work and eager spirits.
CloseUp m.ocbawﬂo: and the Constitu- Teachers can find alot tolike about’
L aom& w_mma mo::%zos usingpublic:  service fearning. Community action

- JANUARY: 1989
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Retriete The community as a laboratory for student learning. (Middle Level

Learning, September 1998, Issue 3) Joseph Ciaccio.

Erplore Abstract: Teachers should provide children with many opportunities to actively be
involved in the education process. Service learning is an exciting concept in education yet
many schools employ community service only as a sporadic activity. Teachers can
encourage and help their students to learn by using the community as a laboratory for the
classroom where children can test and apply their curriculum to real life situations from

- kindergarten through high school.
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: “in education. Teachers

SO L 20 can'help their students

4 0] ghth' graders from Suzanne Middle * : learn by using the com-

Selool are lined up in paics in front of ~munity 45" Jaboratory

their” sthool. They wait eagerly for the for'the classroom where

pohcemen fo slop a driver who is not wear- sludems can test and

'iug hisseal bell, When they do, two students apply th'e . (j‘mn.c ulmi]%

: ) ) to real life sifnations.™
approzch the bewildered driver, who finds Ye, far 100 many
himsell the recipient of a weil-rehearsed schools employ commu-
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smal] child in the back seat is offered cool- sporadic activity when it
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bumper stickers to pass one out to eact .and enhanced self-esteem by becoming drought-resistant landscape, as a demon-

stopped driver. It was the kids who went to ore aware of their positive inner stration project. They raised $4,000 in bake
the sheriffs office to get permission for. this eSOUTCES. Social skills may improve sales to send representatives to Sacramento
activity. It was the kids who acted as ' $0 much of the process isa gmup to testify in favor of a water conservation bill

“spokespeople” when local TV:cameras ' “that called for planting drought-tolerant
appeared on the scene. . shrubs an(i flowers as landscaping for pub-

What a wonderful expeuence for.these fic roads and buﬂdmgs " The team effort

youngsiers! These students went backintc put forth by these kids resulted in another
school pumped up and enthusiastic:abou terrific sense of acluevemem when the bill -
their important contribution to-the:cor became Jaw. - , ;

nity, They felt good about themselve What &bout cmucal thmlgng, skllis? :

because they came face to fa Service fearning confronts students with

realization that they can accomplish st community problemss that require Kids to -
thing of significance, Fisk maintains th analyze, hypothcsizé, and synthesize infor-

children should be actively invol mation in order to solve a problem. Social

education process.' This seat belt.acti studies teachers have available to them the

certainly accomplished that goal ACT, (Actzve menslup lodqy) progran, 4

ed their inner resources and i joint project of the Close Up Foundation and

' give. the Constitutional Rights Foundation,® which

“USES pubhc policy issues to satisfy various

content and critical thinking aspects of the
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Photo by Renee Bouchard, Close Up Foundation

Students in Willlamsburg, Virginia, conduct a iands'capmg project.
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sclecied [iem 10 dehvel the 22 boxes of
the Intelfauh Nuirition Network. _
uval al the homeless shelter, the:
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al!oWs teachers 1o relate to their students
‘on.a different level. You work with the stu-

: dents 'Yoo’re on thézéome'side. There is
‘likely to'be more trust, less tension, and

er cooperation on the part of the stu-
Most of all, you as the teacher will
terishithese “golden momenis” as an

ar h01 of pemona[ saﬂsfachon for lhe rest

Students don't always ﬁnd schoolwork
to be relevant, ¥ was'sur, pr;sed Wwheii T 3ask _
my honors class whai saosfacuon they
received from their school wor k and most
indicated that it wasn't meaumgfu 0 t[1e1
Rich maintains that * motival (
replenishment.”” Service lé 7
can enrich the social studies
when students see the projects
engaged in as genuinely produciiv

An essential part-of service learnin
plOJECES is lecognmon and positiv attenuon

Phoio by Renee Bouchard, Close Up Foundation

to the Social Studies Club
decided to “beautify” fhie’s s
ing gr: affln and cleanmg

throu gh thelr hard w0rk and eager pjti

Beneﬁts to the Teac
Teachers can find a'lot
learning, Community
be fun and a nice Ché;lgé
dlassroom learning. The master feacl
use service leammgt
cally minded students in
process. When all chi
the same direr
mainéﬁ‘éain.,"'téa_ch_

BOm Middic Tevel 1

' ,bdndelim expresses her feeling that zhoy

fphysma] and meuta% health and etlucdl con- -
© duct”81 didn’t see any reference to being--
‘ }m ache aﬂd mvolved cmzen Couid it be
" that thJS humao endea\m is so 13.1(3 Ihdt Il

c.pdotry shelves ‘On the bus trip

vill 1 p1 ep{ue sludents for “not only 2 “salish

doesn’t even come 0 mmd? Are our chil-"
dren destined. fo live heir civic Tives fcchng
as hdpless and polmcaﬂy znmg,mﬁcam as
many members of the older genes ration
appear-to feel? Aftu al] wh&! (,an one pet—
son do?

We are moving in the dj1ec,lion Of g0v-
ernment by the very few, for the richand ™
wealthy (sorry, Abe}, One solution s fo
teach our children how to become actwc,
and caring citizens.

Community mvolvemem thr ough ser-
vice learning can affect students, teachers,
and the community in profoundly posmve :
ways. Iis impact is emphatic and decisive
and makes our immediate world a better .
place to live in, It has an essential role to -~
play in preparing students for that time

when the furre of the woﬂd wﬂl be in theu
hands, * g
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