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PREFACE

Coleridge is generally recognized as & higlly imegine-
tive poet. Students are too prone therefore to regérd his
poetry as directly the product of his active imesginstion.

It is the object of‘this study to s*ow instesd that his
poetry is based largely upon his actual experiences. I have
:attempted to demonstrate this fact by giving siuply the facts
of Coleridge's life, as fully ia deteil as 1 have been able

to ascertain theuw, and by corrsluating thew wiih certain refer-
ences and materials in his poems. “he selections heve baen
grouped according to biographicalychronology rather than se=
quences of composition, which often are notkdefinitely kiiowne

I have used Cotile's leminiscences of Samuel Teylor Cole-

eridge and Robert Southey advisedly as a source. I realize

that his references are faulty, but his work contains personal
anecdotes in the life of Coleridce which are not to be found
elscwharee. |

I wish to acknowledge the helpful suggestiohs of the li-

brary Staff in the correction of this papers.
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I.
ZARLY LIFS




From the beginning Coleridge's literary talent was
moulded by his environnent. The boy rocding at his mother's

Boyhood side, protested from the persequtiouns of his older
and
Christ's ©brothers gnd sisters, or absorbed in the Arabinan
Hosplital '
3eries Hights Tales, while lying ander the pgarden wsll,

13 the future poet of Zubls Zhan snd Christsbel. The eight

yesr old lad, being instruszted in the fundamentals of estron-
omy and the nature of the univorse by the learned Viasr of
Qttery, later borame tne writer of the Jounet To the Autumnsl

1 :
oon, subjeastive as he was, and highly imsginative as he hss

been o3teemed, his poetry is msde up larsely of autotiogreph-
1181 elements.

3amuel Taylor Coleridge was born Qatober 21, 1772, st
Q

-

Ottory Jt. liaxy, Bevonshire. His father wss John Coleriége,
the Viagsr of Ottery, snd Headmsster of the Hing's Sz2huol. The

Rev. Coleridze was a man of grest learning, snd of simple,

1. Campbell, James Dykes, The Co:n =2 ' r
Yorks of 3samuel Taylor Coleridoe, Intro. pp. xiii - xiv.

2. Gillmsn, Jenmes, The Life of 3amuel Taylor Coleridze. Vol. I
p. 1, et als,

L ’Ij ATy
mYIVERSI"‘V" IS i 12 );*’WY n
VIRGINIA ~“HMOND



gtudious, and pious habits. His sbsent-mindedness gained for
him the name, "the Absent ﬁan“.l Anne Bowden, his seasond uwife
and mother of the poet, offset the imprastiaal sharmcter of
her husbsnd, 3Jhe was industrious, shrewd, uneducsnted, and de-
voted to her family. Lsaking those qualities whiash charsater-
ized the belle of her dsy, she resented them in other lsdies.
Samuel was the youngest born. He was the tenth child by
the same mother, the other ashildren being John, Fiilism (died
in infaney}, James, Tillism, Ldward, George, Luke, inne {his
fsvorite, whom he aslled "Hanay"), Franzis (who nersecuted
him), =nd nimselfé At the ape of three yesrs he was sble to
resd a8 z2haoter in the Bibie? Being the youngest and prezozi-
ous, he waa petted and psmpered by his parents, and disliked
by his brothers and sisters. He hessme "fretful snd timorous,
and a tell-tale.® His sohoolmates st Otltery were unable to
underatand the iiaster's strange son who spoxe a different
language from them, and who never plsyed their gsmes, Their
bewilderment at him ahanged to disiizxe end persesution antil
he sought solsae in his father's books. In the notes on his
shildhood collested by Giilman he writes of this period:

I was driven from life in motion, to life in thought
and senastion. I never played exsept by myself, and

1. Ibid. p. 2.

Ze Ibid. O 3, )
3. Bayne, Peter, iZgseys in Biogrsvohy snd Critionism, Vol.II,
p. 109.




then only asosting over what I had been reading or
fanzying, or half one, half the other, with s stiak
gutting doun weeds and nettles, as one of the seven
champions of Christexndom. Alas! I hsd sll the sim-
plicity, &1l the dosility of the little shild, dbut
none of the child's habits, I never thou§ht as a
shild, never had the langusge of a aohild,

Before he wa3s six years old he had read one of the vol~
' 2

unes of the Arabian Nights three times over.

The onarsstoristics of the boy and his father were very
similar. Zach found sympsthy in the other. The kind hearted
Visar took his inspired lsd upon his knees snd told him stor-
ies of the metaphysiosl world. Jsmuel did not wonder et
these tales, for his fsnoy inecluded the universe. The ties
were soon to be psrteé, however, for the Rev. John Colerid-e
died on QCatober 3, 1779, when the young Coleridge wass but .
seven years olé.a He zontinues in his no:te to Gillmesn, “"The
image of my father, my revered, kind, learned, simple-hesrted
father i3 s religion to me,™

One of the former pupils of the pood Vissr, Judge Buller,

4
geaured s presentation to Christ Hoapital for the orphan.

l. Gillman, p. 10.

2. Ibid., p. 10n. ¥rom the Friend, Vol.I. p. 2{2.

3. Gillmsn, p. ll. Other biogrsoners of Coleridge, Chasrpen=-
tier, Fausset, and Campbell, plaase this dste ss QOatober,
1781. This is more probnbly true. Coleridge wss not sl=-
ways sazuarate in dating his ohildhood events.

4, This sahool had onse been the home of a groiup of Franais-
3an monks. [t besome 8 gharity sanhool under the order of
Zing Edward VI. Naturally it retained some of its monss-
ti23al disoipline and astmosphere. The nmonkish blue asosts
worn by the students is indisative of this faat.



The days in London, prezeding his entranae into the Hospitsl,
were novel snes for the boy. He spent ten weeks witn his un-
ale, be;ng feasted and amsrried about from tevern to tavern to
perform aa aiprcdigy hefpre his unsle’s friends; Joon the
novelﬁy wore fo and he was plased in the Junior school at
Hereford in July, 1782, A4fter being well-fed fér 3ix;weeks.

he wag yemoved to Christ Hospital where the rorerse proved
1 B
true.

Being removed from his rursl home and plsaed in the heart
of an unfriendly 2ity made =an indelible imnression upon the

mind of Coleridge, an: this tragedy benssme one of the import-
2
ant elementa in his poetry.

Lanmb, writiag ss Slis, tells of this periocd in the young
poet’s life;

I (Coleridpe) wns 8 poor friendless »oy, my parents,
and those who should have gared for me, were far s-
wey. Those feuw ssyusintsnses of theirs, whish they
aould renkon uapon »eing kind to me in the grest aity,
after a 1litile forced notise, whnish they had the
graze to take of me on my srrivel in town, soon grew
tired of my holiday visits. They seemed to them to
roecur too often, thougn I thought them few enough;
one after another, they sll failed me, and I felt
myself slone among six hundred playmates-— (¢ the oaru-
elty of sepsrating & poor lad from his early home-
atend! 9

1. ¥ausset, Hugh I[‘'Anson, 3amuel Taylor Coleridaze, p. 20.

2. 3ze somments unon the Jonnst to the diver Qtter, Lines to
Beautiful 3Sonring in a Viilspe, Linesa on sn Autumnal sve-
ning, and o _tha r Goorzg Qoleridae,

3. T,amb, Charles. Whe 4330y3 Of slia. "Christ's Hospitsl Five
and Thirty years sgo™, p. 15. Everyman's Library.




Bat Coleridge wes not entirely friendless, for it was st
Christ fHoapitel that he formed a valuable frienéship whiash was
ﬁo 1ast his lifetime. This friend was Charles Lamb, & boy
gseveral yesrs younger than 3amuel. Both were ssutely sensi-
tive to matters sbout them, but more than this, Lsmb wss af-
flinsted with stammering and was willing to listen rather than
- talk himself. Coleridge, on the other hand, ashsrmed with his
monologue, but was not proficient in an exshanpe of gconversa-
tion. The two were inevitably drawn together.

There were hours, houwever, when he was extremely lone-~
ly, homesiok, and hungry, not being scsustomed to the simple
fare of the Hoapital. During these periods he retired into
the realms of his fanoy and imagined himself "“on Robinson Cru-
soe'3 1sland, finding 8 mountain of plumb-oake and esting s
room for (rnyself) and then esting it into the 3hapes of tables
ang ohairs“.l

In sonsgejuense of sn amusing incident in the streets of
London one dsy, he was allowed to borrow boous 8t his will
from a8 niraulating librsry in Ohespsidé.z This gsve him s

new svenue of esasnne from his loneliness snd induzed him to

l. Gillmsn, p. 20.

2. Gillmsn, ». 14. 7hile walkin: the streets of London, fan-
aying that he wes Leander swinmineg the Hellespont, 3.7.C.'s
waving arms brushed asgainst the pozkets of 3 pasgsardby who
mistookz him for a piskpozket. 3topning to reprove him, he
begame attrsated by the easrnest facse snd surprised by the
boy's intellipense., ILearning of 3.7.C.'s desire for books,
he obtained per:ission for him to borrow volumes dsily.



steal oubt upon oz:ssiona to obtain the two bocoks allowed him.
He resd every D00k or psmphlet he so:1d prozuare, z2rumpling
himself into & zorner and reading at the expense of food and
bodily exeraizse. The reault of this practisce was lster shown
by the vastness of his intelleztusl possessions and the ill
health which constantly beset him.

Tithout particularly desiring to do so, or without dis-
playing sn undue emount of energzy, Coleridpe aontinued to hold
his plasce st the head of his routine of study. Between the
ages of twelve and fourteon he might have been regarded as a
prodigy, except for the fasot that lads exhibiting promise wuere
"flogped instead of flattered™.

At the ange of fourteen (1786) he urote his first poem of
any importanse. It was by nature & love poenm entitled Gene-
vieve (Csmpbell, p. 1),

Yiaid of my Love, oweet Genevieve!

In Beauty's light you glide alona:

Your eye i3 lize the star of eve,

And 3weet your voize as seraph's song.

Yet not your heasvenly besuty gives

This heart with psusion soft to glow;

Titnain youar soul a voige there lives!

It bids you hear a tale of woe,

Tnen sinking low the gufferer wan

Beholds no hand outstretaht to ssve,

Fair, as the bosom of the suan

That rises graceful o'er the wave,

I've seen your nsresst uwith pity heavo,

And therefore love I you, sweet Genevieve!

Upon one os3zasion Ssmuel swam the Hew River, whiash was
nesr the Hospital, with all his slothes on. &Returning to the

S3hool, he sllowed the 3lothes to dry on his back. HNever be-



ing in good health, he gontrscted rheumatism and was confined
in the sohool infirmary, where he lsy for many months suffer-
ing with rheumatio fever snd jaundice. He dedicated this po~
em to the daughter of the nurse who attended him,. It}wes
charsoteristio of him to appreasiste deeply any kindness shown
him, and this wsrmed his hesrt toward her. Note lines 13 sné
14,

I've gseen your breast uwith pity heave,
And therefore love I you, swcot Genevieve!

With Coleridge, fanoy and reality were intermeshed. The
idealization of the ™iaid of (his) Love"™ and his guardisn
nurse were moulded into one creaiure.

This poem 13 well polished, simple, and sentimental), en-
tiroly different from the poems printed in the Christ Hos- |
pitsl Book just a little afterwards.l Gonevieve shows the
influence of Bowles' Sonnets upon Coleridge, but !diddleton
did not zive him s copy of Bowles until 1789, snd the first
sppearance of this poem was a half yesr before.2 Coleridge
oould not, therefore, have seen the sonnets before writing

3
Genevieve, if his date of the poem is aorreat.

1. 3ee szorments uvon Hil Pejus 3st Caelibe Vita, Anthem for
Children, Julia, and Juae Noaaent Dosent,.

2, Campbell, op. 2it. p. Xvii. Llddleton had just left the
Hosplital for vembrole, Csmbridge. He Laster beasme 3.T.C.'s
slosest friend at Cambridge. Xany yesra sfter he uwas or-
dained the 'irat 3Bishop of Calautta,

3« 3.7.C. noted in the first edition, "“This little poem wes
written when tho suthor was a boy, age fourteen." But, as
saggested bofore, 5.T.C.'s early dates were sometimes wrong.




The inzident of swimming the Hew River, without repgsrd

for health, msy nave been the asuse of the ashroniz illnes whigh
1
lator drove him to the use of opiunm. This is snother lsrge

element in his poetry.

Between the sges of‘fifteen and seventesn the young poet
steeped himself in metsphysias, Charles Lamb gives us a pia-
ture of the young metaphysisien, in his azzount of "Christ's
Hospitel Five snd Thirty Yesrs Ago."

3amuel Taylor Coleridge—~ILogiasilan, ietaphysioisn,
Bard! How have I seen the oasusl pasaser through
the Cloisters stand still, entransed with admirs-
tion (7hile he weighed the disproportion between
the speeah and the garb of the young Hirsndula) to
hear %nee unfold, in thy deep and suweet intonstions,
the mysteries of Jamblishus, or Plotinus, (for e-
ven in those yeers thou wsxest not pale st sush phil-
osophis draughts), or reaiting Homer in his Groek,
or Pindsr- while the walls of the old Grey Friars
re-e3hoed to the agients of the inspired chsrity-
boy?! Hany were the “wit-oombats"—— between him and
T.V. LeG(riae), wnich two I behold like a Jpanish
grest galleon and an English Man-of-sr, Iaster
Coleridpe, liize the former, was built far higher in
learning, solid, but slow in his performance.Z2

¥nile under the spell of metaphysiocs Coleridge wrote sev-
eral imposing olessiansl poems, most of them having Letin tit-
les, which the Rev. Jsmes Bowyer, Master of the school, caused

3
to be written in the Christ's Hospital Book. This book was

l. Dr. Gillman aommented upon rheumstism in the young subjeat,
3aying that where s heart attacic d1d not immedistely follow,
the disease left behind bodily suffering, which might be re-
lieved, but would end in "a lingering dissoluticn®. Gillmsn,
Da 33.

2. Fitzgerald, Yeray. Life, JLetters, sand Vritings of Charles
Lamb, "Christ's Hoapital Five end hirty Yesrs Ago", III, 163.

3. Genevieve was not resorded in the Christ's Hospitasl Book.




reserved by the liaster for those literary effusious of his
pupils which he sonsidered worthy of being preserved. The

poetic works submitted by Coleridge (il Pecjus Est Caelibe

Vvita, Progreys of Vize, Monody Cn Death of Chatterton, Julia,

snd Quse Hozent Logcent) sre clsssicsl, metaphysiocsl, and Aug-

ustsn. They uere uritten to pleagse Bowyer and do not repre-
sent sny sutobiogrsphigal event. They sre of value in that
they are the stepping stones by which Coleridpe learned met-
rieal forms. Bouyor wag severe master, he sompelled his sta-
dents to render good workmasnship in themes and poetry. A3 a
regult of this, Coleridge's lster poems, though written while
the author was in the throes of various emotions, sre couched
in masterly form.

Tae young bard was gured of his passlon for metaphysiss
by & severe spplisation of Bouwyer's gsne, when he profesaed

infidelity after reasding Voltaire's Philosonhiasl Dietionary,

and by a present from liddleton of the sonnets of the Rev.

#illisem Lisle Bowles. In the poetry of Bowles Coleridge resog-
nized a first-hsnd intefpratation of nature. This marked the
turning point in his career as s poet, for in pointiug him to

nature it revesled the poet to himself.

10

About this time Coleridge wrote the Sonnet to the Autum~

1. "ith the exceptions of the Progress of Vize and Lionody on
the Teath of Chatterton, written in 1790, thess poems were
transgribed in the book in 1789. of. later version of the

iionody.
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1

nal ioon (Campbell, p. 3). It had been over seven years since
Coleridge had been removed from his home in Devonshire to the
oity of London., Duaring these seven years there is no reasord
of his having returned home. In being pent up in the oity he
missed those evenings spent with his father looking up into
the hgavens. To offset this loss he ogsessionslly climbed upon
the lead roof of the Hospitel to obtain a better view of tner
evening siy. In this sonnet he hails the beauty of the moon
a3 geen from the Hoapital roof.

¥ild 3plendoar of the various-vested Hight!
Mother of wildly-working visions! hail!

Middleton's present of the copy of Bowles so affected
Coleridge that he applied himself to making forty copies of
the sonnets and giving them to his friends, whom he hoped to
make proselytes.2 Coleridge had not resd Cowper or Burns,
and Bowles was, therefore, the first to open to him the door

to nature. Coleridge pays tribute to Bowles in the little
3

poem To the }iuse.

Tho' no bold flights to thee belong;

And tho' thy lays with sonssious fesar,
Shrink from Judgement's cye severe,

Yet muzh I thank thee, 3oirit of my song!
For, lovely Liuse! thy sweet employ

1. 3.7.C. noted in the 1828 sopy of Poems that this poem wmas
uwritten "aet. 16",

2. Coleridge, 3.7., Biographis Literaris. Hveryman Edition p. 7.

3. This poem apneared in Poetical Torks in 1834. The KMi. 18
signed "3.7. Coleridge", but no date is appended. 5.7%7.C.
probsbly wrote it in 1789, the year he reaeived s copy of
Bowles' poems.
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Bxalts my soul, refines my bresst,

Glves each pure plessure keener zest,

And gsoftens sorrow into pensive Joy.

From thee I learn'd the wish to bless,

From thee to osommune with my heart:

From the, dear Huse, the gayer part,

To laugh with pity at the orowds that press

dhere Fashion flsunts her robes by Folly spun,

Whose hues gay-varying wanton in the sun.

Before the influence of Bowles Coleridge had been wurit-
ing aléssiaal, rhetorical themes, sfterwards he wrote more spon-
teneously a3 his emotions dietated., This would have aome about
inevitably, but the os3asion hsstened the development., (nocte
lines 9, 10, 11).

Anile Coleridge was still in school in London, Franse
wa3 in the throes of revolution. The effects of this upheaval
were felt in every nation, particularly just asross the chan-
nel in Englsnd. But it represented more then s politicasl up-
heaval. Certain prinoiples were manifesting themselves, the
most importsnt of them being Freedom. Fresdom, of which the
Nature movement was a part, was being congsidered ss an in-
alienable right of every individusl and every nation. Sup-
pression of, or disregsrd for, this right constituted s hein-
ous arime deserving of severe punishment. This prinsiple was
perageived by men of letters all over the world, lesders among
them being Goethe in Germany, and Wordsworth snd Coleridge in
Zngland, Coleridge waes so affeated that his passion orowded

1
out his asrt in The Destrustion of the Bastile. (Campbell, p. 6)

1. o date given. The 3., i3 signed"3.T.C.". First published
in the 1834 edition.
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The first stanzas followus;

Heard'st thou yon universal ory,

And dost thou linger still on Gallia'y shore?

Go Tyrammy! beneath some barbsrous sky

Thy terrors lost and ruin'd power deplorel

What tho' through many a groaning sge

¥as felt thy keen saspicious rage,

Yot Kreedom roused by fierae Disdain

Has wildly broke thy triple shain,

And like the storm whioch earth's deep entrails hide,
At length has burst its wasy and gpread the ruins wide.

In 1789 Colexridge left the Hospital for the first time

to visit his sister who was i1l in Ottery. He writes of his

1
joys at seeing his home aountry sgain in the poem on Life.
{Canmpbell, p. 2).

The first two stanzas show autobiocgraphizsl elememts.

A3 late I Jjournoey'd o'er tne extensive plain

¥nere native Qtter sports his scanty stream,

Musing in torpid woe a siater's psin,

The glorious prospeast woxe me from the dreanm.

His favorite sister, Ann ("Henay™), hsd taken ill snd
Coleridge hs' been gnlled home., The sudden thought that he
would see his home mpain sfter seven years in the gity drove
the sséness from his mind. The next stanzs tells of his re-
sations upon seeing the femilisr landmarks.

At every step it widen'd to my sight,

TJood, ileadowu, verdsnt Hill, and dreary 3teep.
Pollowing in quick suo:zession of delight,

l. Ho date, but first printed in the 1834 edition. There sre
two manusoripts of this poem whose texts differ slightly.
One of the early msnussripts of Life is entitled 3Sonnet
Written Just After the authox Teit the Country in September,
1789, setst, 15 {Campbell, p. 562}). In 17839 the poetl was
geventeen years old rathor than 15 years of age.
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7ill 211~ at ongse—did my eye ravished sweep!
(11. 5-8)

In 1780 he agsin went hone, thié time during s holidsy
period. The sazounta of this trip sre given in the poems

1
Inside tho Coaagh, sand Devonshire Roads. In the former, he

gourts sleep to ease the monotony of the long trip, snd in
the latter, he pays his reapeats to the boggy rosads in Dévon-
shire, whish was his home sounty.

It was propably during the ssme year that he wnrote To the

2
Hvening jtar. (Camobell, p. 11). The studenls at the Hospital

found little time to aommune with natuare, snd the heavenly bod-
ies, whish even those pent in the éity might»obsorve. furnished
a naturasl element for the young bard.

0 meek attendant of 30l's settinz bvlaze,

I hail, sweet star, thy ochasste effulgent glom

On thee ful oft with fized eye I gaze

7111 I, methinks, all spirit seem to grow,
(11. 1-4)

Hote lines 3 snd 4. 43 s result of Coleridge's consid-
eration of the stsrs, he was made consaious of the infinity
of the universe and the insignifiocsnce of men in somparison

with the Creator.

l. No date. 'his wag first published in the 1834 edition.
Campbell sdds this note to the sbove pair of poems: " I
have seen no 1438. of these verses, which were sll first
printed in 1834. They belong doubtless to = holidsy visit
to Ottery in 1790 Campbell, p. 562. If this is so, it
marks the poet's sezond visit home from London during the
years 1781-1791., Cf. p. 10.

2. First - printed in the 1877-1830 edition of the Poeticsl snd
Drasmatlieal Jorks.
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It is possible that Coleridge never loved sny flesh-and-
blood wonan, but rather his idealizations of her a3 painted
by his fanocy. He loved "Genevieve"™ because she was a symbol
of Pity, he loved ifary ivsns as a gister, snd he was aanlled
"Brother Coly"™ by the ivesns family. He did not express any
affeztion for her until he had gone off to Csmbridge, and even
then he did not ardently express his passions until he heard
that Mery wags sbout to marry someone else. He loved 5srah be-
sau3e she listened to his pantisocratic idesl =2nd was willing
to besome a part of the plan., ILater, when even Coleridge was
foroced to admit that Pantisoorascy was an illusion, he loved
her begsuse she furnished him the refuge of a home. 3By this
it is not moant that Coleridge was inoapable of the love of
man for woman, but that sush love was always enshrouded with

the beauty of his fanay.

In To the Evening 3tar, the sesond and third stanzss por-

traey one of the fanciful pistures of the maid of his love.

0 firat snd fsirest of the starry zhoir,

0 loveliest 'mid the deouphters of the night,
#fiust not the naid I love like thee inspire
Pure joy snd calm Delight?

Must she not pe, as is thy polszsid sphere
Serenely wvrillisnt? 7hilst to gasze a while

Be all my wish 'mid Fanay's high careerx

B'en till she quit this soene of earthly toil:
Then Hope pershsnae mipht fondly sigh to join
Her spirit in thy kindred orb, O star benign!

Iliness and a frail hody olayed prominent parts in keep-
ing Coleridge from fulfilling many of his nood intentions,

In faot, Dr. Gillmsn suggests that siokness wes the resl resson



16

1 2
for his seoming Indolenaze. In the poen, Poin (Canmpbell, p.11)

he lanments the fast that illness kept the inspirstion of poe-
try fron him. Froo oarly shildhood he experiensed 3iskness
from & feeble stomash. His supersenaitiveness nede hinm feel
pain more sautely. In seeking his shoes in the shoe oloset
at the Hoapital he bedsne fstigued end overaome by the stuffy
odor. Tnter, nhile in the Dregoona, he uas unnble to bend
over to treat the hooves of hig horse beassuse of the maute poin
in his stomesah asused by stooping.g Coleridge was unavls to
endure pain, it affested nhim both mentally sné physiomslly, fin-
ally driving nim to oplum for relief. He wrote in the Pogk-
et éooz, under the date of Desember 23, 1804, these words:

I have never loved evil for ita oun sske: nol nor

evar sought plossare for it3 oun saie, bat only as

the means of oaasping freom nains that 1oiled around

my7 body and uwings of an esgle! 7 sole gsonsuality

wn3 not to be in pnin.d

The following lines juoted from the poem illustrate his
roaation toward paing

cemmmmewewwe-w=}l0t Husizaty zelf, nor fragrant

bower

Son a2laé the trembling sense of wan dis-
G038,

Houw that the frsguent panys ny irame au-
sail,

l. 3iliman, ». 263 1.

2. Pirav orinted 1{n 1834, Yhe esariler (3. ia titleld Pain; A
Jomnet, snd & later 3., Somed Comnosed in Jlakness.

3« To 8 zertain degrea, Coleridaet's dislize ol horsod nedo
him seex this exause.

4., Gillman, p. 246. Taken from the 2oziket Jon:, "The History
of my own mind for ny own improvement.” les. <23, luld.
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And seag of psin seem weaving through
e8ah limbe—
Ah what asan all Life's zilded soenes
avail?
(11. 3-8)

Line 7, "And seas of pain seem wesving through eazh limb-7

has roeferenase to anronio rheumstism whiazh he aontrscted as s
1
result of swimming the lew River with his 2lothes oi.

The paralyzing offozt of pain upon his sreative sbility
2
i3 shown in the 3losing lines of the poem.

--------------- I took 20uld lsugh and
play
And gaily sport it on the Huse's lyre,
Ere T,rant Pain had ahased away delight,
Zra the wild nulse throbb'd asnguish thro!
the night!
(11, 11-14)

In the year 1791 Ann (the poet's favorite, Nancy) died
at the age of tuenty-five yesrs. Coleridse was deeply affect-

ed and wrote On Reseiving An Agzount that His Only 3Jister's

Death Was Inevitable (Camphell, p. 13} to expross his feel-
3
ings. fThere were thirteen ashildren in the Coleridge family,

l. 3ee a2omments on Genevieve, p. 6. )

2. Joseph Cottle, a bookseller and friend of 3.7.C. in Bristol,
was often sonfronted with delays by the Bard Besause of siake
ness. He rezeived notes of the following sort from 5.7.C. who

had promised to_provide copy:
" 'y deaxr Cottle, . .
The feligious Musings are finished, snd you shall have

mn ¥
phem on Thursday. 3.7.0!
Jome J3lsxnegss interfered.

1

DearACng%?: a very devil, heg azot possession of my left
temole, eye, sheez, Jaw, throat, and shoulder. I csnnot see
you this evening. I write in agony. Your most affeationste
friend snd brotaer, 3.0.0M ,

Cf., Cottle, Josenh., Rominisasenses of Semuel Taylor Coleridge
and Robert Jouthey, p. S7.

3. Printed in tne Poetiosl Torks, 1834.
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the three oldest being daughters of Rev, John Coleridge by
his first marrisge, ©These vere so much older then 3smuel that
he considered Hansy, the only daughter by the Visaxr's second
marr iago, as his only sister. The seventh son, Lute, a phy-
siclisn, whom Semuel had gosonpanied on medissl tours in Lon-
don, with the resualt thst he slmost desgided for a medizzl 3a-
reer, died in 1720. <Coleridge deeply felt the loss and wss
overunelmed when he neard that he would also lose his sister.

The tear which nouarn'd a brother's fate soarge dry—

Pain aftor pain, and woe suzzeeding woe—

Is 1ay heart deatined for another blow?

0 ny sweet gister! =nd must thou too die?

Ah! how hag Disappointnent pour'd the tear

O'er infant Hope destroy'd by early frost!

How are ye gone, wiom rnoat my soual held -dear!

Sosrce had I loved you ere I mourn'd you lost;

(llc 1-8)

The poet loved :sn2y better than all otner brothers and
sisters. She died when he was only nineteen.

Pated to rove thro' Life's wide sheerless

olain— 1

Hor father, brother, sister meet its ken—
: (11. 10=-11)

Coleridge could not sonseive of a life in whish there were
no friends shom he might love and be loved by, and, for the
moment, he thought that if his sister should die he would have
lost g1l his friends in the world. ZLove was charsateristio

with‘Coleridge, and an outstanding element in his poetry.

1. The Rev. Coleridge died in 1781, Luke in 1790, and"Hanasy"
in 1791.



Gillman said

he seemed but 3lightly connested witn the things
of the world, for whish, save the love of those
dear to him, he 2ared but little, living in this
affeation for his friends, and slways feeling and
aszting in the ssme spirit of that humility he has
30 beautifully desoribed.l

On me thy iay dart, stern Death, be proved ;-
Better to die, than live and not be loved!

(11. 13-14)
Bowyer had determined that Coleridge should go to Cam-

bridge. Consequently a uszholarsaip of forty poidnds was se-

19

aured for him, and he left Christ's Hospitel for Jesus College,

Cambridge, where he was to prepare himself for the Ministry,
September 7, 1790. Upon leaving the Hospital he wrote the
2

Sonnet on aitting 3ahool For College. (Csmpbell, p. 15)

Parewell parontal sgenes! a sad farewell!l
o you ny grateful heart still alings,
Tho' fluttering round on Fanoy's burnish'd wings
Her tales of faturc Joy Hope loves to tell.
Adieu, sdieu! yo¢ musch-loved aloisters psle:
An! would taose henpy days return again,
(11. 1-6)

This is in marked aontrast with his thoughts uapon enter-
ing the sshool. During his nine years stay at the Hospitsal
he had been home only tuise, and the sshool had beazome his

oyphan home. It was here he nadoe his first friends. Later

he wrote these words, "7ith few exaseptions, I can slmost 3ay,
3
that till I ocame to H , I never found what Friends were.’’

l. Gillman, p. 313. » .
2. Pirst printed in the 1834 edition. The early I3, was en-

titled, 3onnet On Leaving Christ's Hosnital.
3. Gillman, p. 31.
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Julte naturally he felt n few pangs at leaving his sdopted home.
Then 'nestn your arishes, free from every stein,
I heard of guilt and wondcred at the tale!
(llo 7—8)
Coleridpe was ss nalve and szs simple &3 s child. He had
suspeasted no evil to exist snd was severely disappointed vhen he
discovered it. Throun in with voys of all sorts, he was forased
to realize the varying degrees of morality in his sshoolmates.
Lingaring I quit you, with a3 great & onng,
As when erewhile, my weeping shildhoed, torn
By early sorrow from my native sest,
dingled its tears with hors—— mny uwidown'd
Parent lorn.
(11. 11-14)
Coleridge felt a little of that sorrow in leaving the Hospitsl
wnioh he felt so strongly when he was taten from the side of
1
hia widowed motner in Ottery siter the death of his fsther.

3hortly afterwsrd he urote a gompanion piese to the fore~

going poem. ©hnis he entitled, Absense; A Farowell Ode on wuit-
' 2
tinag 3shool For Jesus Collepe, Csmbridge (Csmpbell, p. 15).

The ode was uritten in sntizipstion of going to the university.
Then he was firgt chosen as one of those stuéents to be trained
for the university, it wsa against his ﬁill.o How he looked
forusrd with hope, and reflested upon his past days at the

Hospital,

1. The verse says, "with as pgrest = pang". This seems doubt-

ful.
2. Pirst printed in the Cembridge Intelligenaer, Ootober 11, 1794,

50 Gillmaﬁ, pl 22.
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Ah me! too mindful of the days
Illumined by Passion's orient rays,
Yhen Peage, and Cheerfulness and Hesalth
Enrished me with the best of wesalth.
‘ (11. 5“8)

He left sahool for Csmbridge, September 7, 1790, but his

nasme is not listed in the College Books as entering until Feb-

1 2

ruary 5, 1791l. The interim wsg spent in Devonshire. hile

]

at home he wrote Happiness (Campbell, p. 17), telling of his

smbition for sollege.

were

On wide or narrow 3¢ale shall H¥an
{fo3t nmpplly desgrive life's plan?
3ay shsall he bloom and wither there
Yhere first his infant buds appesr;
Or upwards dart with soaring foroe,
And tempt 30me more smbitious aourse?
(llo 1-6)

During these months his fsnoy painted a bright future.

While hope displays her asheering bean,
And Panay's vivid colourings stresm,
While Emulation stsnds me nigh
The Goddess of the esger eye.
With foot sdvansed asnd anxious heart
How for the fsnnaied goal I start ;-
(11. 10‘14)

Lven ss Colcridge planned, he reaslized that his dresms
beyond sstueslity, =and he feared disappointment.

Ah! why will Reason intervene
{e and my promised joys betweoni

- 4n W em en em B W WM W WM W we W W W

To toil intense, yet toil in vain,

l. Cf. Campbell, p. X7III.

2. Pirst printed in the poetiocsl Works in 1834.

3. Cf., Camobell's asomments upon 3.7.C.'s visits home from
- Christ's Hospital., Ibid, p. XVIII.
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Pale Disappointment hangs nher head
O'er darling Zxpentstion desdl
(11. 15-29)

Coleridge was never a wealthy man, snd in lster yesrs,

though he never out-and-out bezred, yet he lived upon the
. 1 ,
benefinsence of his friends.

Yet sudden wealth full well I know
Did never happiness bvestow,

That wealth to which we were not born
Dooms us to sorrow or to scorn.

(11. 32-35)

The poet had no desire for weslth, he wished only enough
sompensation to enable him to live and write in moderste gir-
sumatanzes. In fsob, his necessities were very smsll. He
spoke of uweslth =3 lesding to luxury and the gout.

On thee with harpy fangs they seize

The hideous offspring of disesase,

3woln Dropsy ignorasnt of Rest,

And Fever garb'd in saarlet vests

Consumntion driving the guigsk hears,

And Gout that howls the frequent

gurse
With Apoplex of heavy head

fhat surely aims his d=rt of lead. :
(11. 58<65)

Likewise; he had no desire foi fame or power. He wrote
in the Prefsce to the 3esond ifdition of his Poems, "I expect
neifher profit nor genersl fame by my wrifings: and I oconsidex
éyself a3 having been amply repasyed without either. Poetry
haé been-to me its ouﬁ rexgeeding great rewsrd'". He coveted

only happiness, and that, at the time of the writing of this

l- C.’f. Campbell. 020 ait. P LVIO



poemn, he hed,

¥ithin, without, tho' all were heslth-—
Yet what e'en thus sre Fame, Power, Jealth,
But sounds that variously express,
Jhat's thine alresdy— Happiness!
(11. 68-71)

It was sluays a sourae of nleasure to him to walk off
slone in the evenings and ponder in s mood of hslf melancholy.

'?is thine with fanoy oft to talk,
And thine the pesseful evening walk:
(11. 80-81)

Voltsire's Philosophicnl Diationsry left no inpression

upon him. ™¥ith my hesrt", he wrote "I never did sbsndon the
1
name of Christ." This Christisn sttitude is shouwn in the

2losing 1lines of the poon.
Onae more to Heaven sdiress the prayer:
For humble independenze pray
The gusrdian geniug of thy way:

- mp W W WM s B e W am W Am W e e W

711l Death shall oalose thy tranguil eye
Jnile Faitn proslaims “thou shalt not diel®
(11, 95-135)

During his latter yesrs at the Hospitsl he gathered under
his orote2ting srms s younger boy, whom he often saved from
persesution by the older students. Introduced to the mother
of the boy, Mrs. Evans, s widow,, he immediately captured her
hesrt. 3he begcame 8 mother to him, and he spent nmuah time in
her home. Mrs. Evans had three daughters, the eldest of whom

was nemed M2ry. In the evenings he snd Allen esasorted the

l. 6illmsn, p. 23.
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girls home from the milliner's, where they were employed. He
Eegan to whisper to lary. There gprang up some sffeation be-
tween them, but with Coleridge it was primsrily the love of.

a brotner for a sister. ie felt no deep passibn for her, she
merely lifted him from his inner gsontemplation, snd made him
consziouas of the existense of lo§e. He blossomed snd developed
in the radiasnse of her presence, and geased to delve into the
"unwholesome quisksilver mines of metaphysiaasl depths". Years
latei, when he had sgain sunk into abstruse thinking, he looked
baok wifh longing upon those times when he "“plusked the flower

and reaped the harvest from the asultivated surfage”.

¥Yhen he went up to Cembridge he wrote letters and poems
bask to ifary, and, mainly because of his sbsence from her,

Cambridge his love for her grew with his fancsy. The poems
Jeries
Poens nddressed to hor snd written from Cambridge in-
Addressed 4o '
dary svans 7lude; A Viah, An Ode in the llanner of Ansareon,

A Lover's Complaint, 7ith Fielding's "Ameclisy Lewti, The 3igh,

\]
. 1
and, On A Digaovery Hade Too Late.

In 1792 Coleridge wrote to Hary Zvans from Cambridge snd

enszlosed three poems, A Jish Written in Jesus Jood, Feb. 10,

l. 4 Wigh, An Ode in the Manner of inaareon, ond A Lover's La-
ment were written Feb., 10, 1792, and published first by
Campbell in 1893. With Fieldine's “Amelia",(?) Lewti first
printed in the HMorniing 2lost April 13, 1798, The 3ign first
appesred in the 17986 edition of the Poemg, snd On 4 Discov-
ery liasde Too Late was dated Qot. 21, 1794, and Was publisned
in tae (790 edition.
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1792, An Ode in the ilanner of Ansareon, snd A Lover's Complaint

to his Mistress.

In the first two stanzss of the Yish (Comobell, p. 19)
he dessribes the besuties of the Cam River, whish flows neer
Combridge. In ths third stanza he demonstreates his disregsrd
for wealth, elegsnoy, and pglory. Coleridase did not desire
wealth a3 s reward for his poetry. Gillmsn, who pernaps knew
him a3 well ss did the aloseat of his friends, ssid of him,
“Honouars, titles, and distinotions had no meaning for him.
His affeations, 30 strong and deep, wmere likely to be his only
Stimulants in the pursuit of tham".l

He was s severe gelf aritie. Upon one ogiasion he»sétir—
ized his faults by three sonnets written for the [Jonthly ¥aga-

2
zine under the name of lehemish - iigginbottom. In the third sonnet

he oritioized his use of "eclaborate and swelling langusasge and
imagery". He expresses these opinions in the third stanza of
the ¥ish;
Thus throt its silent tenor may my life
3mooth its meek atresm by sordid wesalth
unologg'd,

Alike uansonszious of forensis storms,

And Glory's blood-stained pslmi
(11. 9-12)

He disired to meet death a3 quietly as the Cam met the

lay hand of wianter.

1. Gillmen, p. 53 n.
2., 3ee Biopiraphin Literaris, p. l4.




26

And when dsrx Age shasll close Life's
little day, : .
Satiaste of sport, and weary of its toils,
E'en thus may slumbrous Death my deasent
limbs
Compose with ioy hands.
(11, 13-16)

Coleridge was prophetioc in this. ‘Then Life had had her way
with him and had flung him aside, he begame serene, sll things
sezming to hi@ "reaonsiled and hormonized. . . « .He articul-
ated with the utmost difficulty, but his mind was 3lear and
powerful, and so asontinued ugtil he fell into a state pf aoma,
whiosh lastedluntil he aeased to nresthe, about 3ix o'zlo2k in

the morning."

An Ode in the ianner of Annareon wes written ss s "love”

poem. It shows his very mild passion for Mary at the time.

A3 late in wreaths of gay flowers I bound,
Beneath 3ome roases Love I found,

4And by his 1ittle frolie pinion

A3 juick as thought I siezed the minion,
Then in my oup the prisoner threw,

And drank him its spsrkling dew;

And sare I feel my sngry quest

Fluttering his wings within my bresst.

Mary Zvans seemed much more affeszted to Coleridgme than
he appeared to be to her. Héﬁ he dealared himself, she prbb-
ably would hsve aaaeptéd him, but Coleridge remainéd 3ilent.
9ith womanly araeft she sought to force the 153&9. She insin-
uated that har hand was being sought by others, snd she had not

2
heeded thom—yet. fhen Coleridge neard this, A Lover's Com-

l. Jordsworth, Christoper. lemoirs of 7illism Tordsworth II. 271.
2. Cf, Charpentier, J. Coleridac, Wne sublime Jomnsmbulist, p. 54
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plaint Qo His istress was his nrobable answer.

And will you, aruel Julis! will you 207

And trust you to the (Coesn's dsri disma;,?
Snall the wide wat'ry world betwecen us flow?
And winds unpitying snstah ny ‘iones awsy?

Thus could you sport with my too essy hesrt?
Yet tremble, lest not unsveng'd I grievel
The winds may learn your ouwn delusive srt,
And faithless Oazesn smile—— but to deseive!
(llo 5-12)

Hrs. Evans was considered by Coleridge as his seoond mother,

He sddressed the poem, With Fielding's "Amelia", to her and to

her daughters. The following lines seem to besr out this hy-
pothesis;

And sure the pasrcent of a raze 3o sweet

¥ith doable plessure on the page shall
dwell,

Zach sasene with symnathising breast
shall mcet,

Yhile Heason still with smiles delight to
tell

¥sternal hope, that her loved progeny

In 3ll but sorrows shsll Amelia's bel

About this time, he exnressed a similar feeling in Lewti,
1
or The Circassian Love-Chsunt. (Campbellpp. 27). Before the

Ballsdg were airculsted Leunti was withdrawn, and the Hightin-
gale substituted in its plaze. The earlier versions, though
less polished, sre more autobiographia.

Coleridge loved to envision bodies of water, 1e wurote

2
Sseveral poems in whiah rivers sfforded themes, but the ses

1. Published in Lyrical Ballads, 1798
2. Cf. Hym to the Sunrise in tane Vsle of Chamoini, Sonnet to
the River Otter, and A 7ish
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gave him a2 gense of the Infinite, whiah he »onstantly sought.

His reagtion to the gses is shown in the following lines from
1
the poem a3 they appeared in the Morning Post, April 13, 1798.

I saw the white wsves, o'er snd o'er,

Break against the distsnt shore.

411l at onse unon the sight,

All at onae they broke in light;

I heard no murmur of their xosar,

Nor ever I beheld them flowing,

Heither coming, neitner going:

But only saw them, o'er and o'er,

Bresk sgainst the aurved szhore;

How disaprearing from the sight

How twinkling regular and white;

In the earliest form of the poem, Coleridge spoke of Hlary
direstly. ILater he changed the neme to "Sara®, which, in turn,
wag 3oratahed out and "Lewti" substituted.

At the time of the writing, Coleridge had just been re-
admitted into Cambridge after his short career as a Iragoon.
Resolving to apply himself to his studies, he agsin prepsred
to asompete for the prize given for the pest Greek Ode. His
reasent folly, however, impressed itself upon his mind. He
reaslled his negleat of Mary Evans. and lapsed into melancholis.
To avoid mental self persesution he retired into the harbor
of his fenay. Lewti is the péem of snother world awsy from
reality, to which he fled as s refuge from mental anguiah.

Coleridge's good intentions of studying were short-lived.

He was formally reproved by Dr. Pearge, Master of Cambridge

l. From Campboll, p. 568.
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at that time, in the presense of the Fellows, and allowed to
resume his college worx under a miléd penalty, April 12, 1794,
Before tho middle of June (12) he and = friend, J. Huoks, set
out on a walking tour, whish carried them to Oxford on the way
to ¥sles. There, at Bsliol College, visiting his friend, 4l-
lon, who had gone uap to Oxford from Christ's Hospital, he
met Robert Southey. At Wrexhsm, while standing at the window
of an inn, two young lédies passed by. He resognized lisses
Bliza and Mary Evsns! He hsd been trying to overlook the
passion growing in his heart, and had given himself over to
8 new idesl, not yet well-formulated, Pantisocorasy. This in-
3ident gave his sensitive soul a violent shock. He soreamed
out M¥ary's name, and the two sisters looked up startled, and
resognized him. Coleridge turned snd hid himself, hoping thst
he had not been seen. He later wrote of this ineident:

I sizkened, and well-nigh fainted, but instantly re-

tired., Had I appeared to resognize her, my fortitude

would not have supported me. . . . « God bless her!

Her imsge is in the sanctuary of my bosom, and never

gan it be torn from thenae but with the strings

that grapple my heart to life. . . . But love is =

looal anguish; I am fifty miles distsnt, and sm not

half so misersble.l

Returning to Cambridge, he uwrote the 3igh (Campbell, p. 29},

the dedioation aovy of whish he sent to the Evens femily with

1. Campbell, p. ¥XII from Huoks, J. A Pedestrian Tour through
Horth 7slez, in s 3eries of Letters, p. 160.
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1l
a letter. Coleridge's feelings sre expressed in the first

two stanzas.

*hen Youth his fsery reign begsn

Zre sorrow had proslsimed me man;
fhile Peaze the present hour beguiled,
And all the lovely Prospest smiled;
Yhen MHaryl! 'mid my lightsome glee

I heaved a painless sigh for thee.

And when along the waves of woe,
4y harassed heart was doomed to know
The frantio burst of outrage keen,
And the slow pang that gnsws unseen:
Then shinwresied on Life's stormy sea
I heaved an anguished 3igh for theel
(11, 1-12)

Realizing that Hdary's prastissl nature would not favor
Pantisocraay, which he felt himself hmour-bound to aarry ouat,
he gave her ap with s sigh.

I yielded to the stern degree,

Yet heaved a2 lanquid Sigh for Thee! _

. Phinking of the time when he snd his party would be set-
tled on the Susguohannah, he felt that even then his heart would

be with Mary.

And though in distant slimes to roam,
A wanderer from my native honme,

© am e em em Ws wn WM Ws 2w e s W= s & -
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'~ Thy image may not bsnished be—
36111, dery! still I sigh for thee.
(11. 19-24)

It so happened that Allen had invited Robert jouthey to

his rooms st s time when Coleridge was to visit ‘him, Perhsps

1. This aopy wss entitled, Song. Later the name wasg rhanged
to the 3igh
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Allen wished to see how the two poets would reast upon esoh
other.

At sny rate, the impsst was a powerful one. ZEasch wss in-
stantly drawn to the other.

The outline of Coleridge's festures were a3 vague ss
those of his ideals. His brow was as of marble.

A shock of black hair parted into ringlets fslling

to his shoulders, with a pair of espeolslly magnif-

icent grey eyes, he yet had the flapby, puffy face

and blunt nose of the man whose mind is eternnslly

waiting to be msde up. His lips were thick, and

gapingly revesled his upper front teeth. . . . .

Fnenever his fsae wes not lit up by elojuence, his

expression was glum, and "expressive cshiefly of in-

expression".—~ He was of fsir height, awkward in

his movements, snd shambling in his geit.l
His whole appearanse gave the effeat of the ideslist, which
he was.

Southey, on the other hand, was shaggy, angular and prag-
matia. He have the impression of being the personification
of Puritenism, Resolution, and Igotism. He hed a keen intell-
igenoe, but laszked the inspiration of the genius. At the time
of the meeting of the two, he was absorbed in the ideas of
Roussesu ss shown in the Emile.

Coleridge brought fsnoiful idesls, 3outhey oontributed
logical metnod to the diffusion of Coleridge's ideas, end the

fusion of the two was Pantisoorsay, which wss put intc form

1. Charpantief, pp. 62-63.
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upon Coleridge’s visit to Bristol soon sfterwnrds.

The dream, for sush it was, wes that an cxpedition of s
seleat group of gentlemen and their wives were to settle upon
the banks of the Jusyuehsiansh (ohosen beaause of its metriasl
name ), somemheie *in the wilds of Anerisa"™, The men were to
worg only s few hours s dsy, all that would be negesssry in
s land so naturally fruitful, ané spend the remaining hours
jin study. The ghildren uwere to be taught the "knowledge and
'general refinements of Euronean aulture®" without the attendsnt
gvils of the older sosiety. "I dreamt™, ssid Coleridge, "that
in the sober evening of my life I should behold nolonies of
independence in the individual dsle of induatry."l

To the fulfillment of this end 211 else wss to be sssri-
ficed. Jouthey was driven from the home of his weslthy aunt,
with whom he had oneen living, sud Coleridge was asslled upon
to give up the girl whom perhaps he had grown to love, lMnry
Evyans.

3outhey was engaged to Edith Frisker, one of the dsughters
of s Bristol widow, snd often took Coleridge with him to 281l
upon a segond daugnter, 3arah, Coleridge was so fired with
Pantisosraasy that momentarily he forgot Lary Lvens. Jarah was
rather prett;, and nest of sll, seemed interested in hesring

Coleridge spesk sbout the Plan, Blinded by his fanay, the

1. Giilman, p. G9.
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Bard believed himself to love 3srsh becsuse she listened to
the Pantisooratis dream. Southey ssw the advantage of 2 mar-~
riasge betmeen&Coleridge and Sarsh snd impelled the poet to be
attentive to the girl, reminding him of his duty to Pantisos-~
rasy. By tals time, Mary had realsimed her plase in Coler-
idge's effestions, and he was unwilling to ally himself with
3arah while yet hs loved HMary. He framed & letter, supposedly
from :iiss Zvsens, askxing him not to negleot her, and to give
up his idess of the Susquehannah expedition. Southey was3 not
to be deaeiﬁed, howaver, and reproved Coleridge for his neglest
of Jarah., Later an siztual letter csme to him from Kery. Upon
rezeiving this he reslized that Hary loved him, a fasct that he
professed not to have known before, and wrote to Southey oom-
plaining of'having to marry someone whom he did not love, but
promising to 'do his duty“.l

Coleridaze wrote & finsl letter to ilary dsted December
24, 1794, in whish he stated his surprisgse st discovering she
loved him, and orofessed his lasting love for her. 7Two months

before he wrote On A Dissovery HMade Too Late (Campbell, p. 34),

expressing his sorrow at the belated discovery.

"hou bleedest, my poor hesrt! and thy
distreas

Reasoning I ponder with a azornful
smile

1. Pausset, p.9l. Later it was dSouthey who, after forecing
Coleridge to marry Sarsn for tne good of the TJause, gave
up the ides of Pant.soaraly.



And probe thy sore wound sternly, though
the uwhile
Swoln be mine eye snd dim with heavinesas.
¥hy didst thou listen to Hope's whisper
bland?
Or, listening. why forpget the hesling
tele, .
(11, 1-6)
-¥hen Jealousy with feverish fanaies pale
Jarrod thy fine fibres with manias's hand?
Faint was that Hope, and rayless!
Yot ‘tuas fair
And sonthed with many a dream the hour of rest:
Thou should'st have loved it most, when most
opprest,
And nursed it witn an agony of care,
ivan as & mother her sweel infant heir 1
That wan and 3i2kly droops upon her breest!
(11, 7-14)

A few days before the :jishaelmas holidsys Coleridge left
Cambridge witnout s dégree, not for Bristol, but to the som-
fort and genaine sympsthy of Charles Lamb in London. "You
2ame to town,™ 3aid Lsmb, "and I ssw you ot s time vhen your
heart was bleeding with regent wounds, Like yourdelf, I wss
30re galled witha disappointed hope." Thero with Lamb at the
“Saiutetion snd Cat" ne 3pent many napny hours, drugoing his
sor?ow with counversstion, until Southey becosme impatient sand

fetohed him oft to Bristol, where Coleridgse returncd to Psn~

1. An autographed :opy of this poem is dnted Oatober 21, 1794,
It was first zslled Po 5y Own Heart., HFinding that he still
love:s liary, he wrote her as<ing if she loved her new suitor,
jeversl sentenzes in this letter are slnost identical with
ones in the poem; "It was a faint and rayless hopel! And
yet it soothed my solitude with many a dolightful dsy-cresam,
It was a faint snd rayless hopel! yet I nursed it in my
bosom with an agony of sffeztio:, even as s ~iother her sizk-
1y iufant. . .» iary's answer »sd her profession ot love

for him.
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1
tisooaraay and 3srah, marryling her Oatober 4, 1795,

In 1733 Coleridge éazompanied his brother James in his
- 2
visit to "diss F. Hesbitt" st Plymouth. Jhe beosme the sub-

jeot of several poems whish have been supposedly
Liss Nesbitt
sories dedionted to ilary Evans. Two of these were writ-

ten in a 5opy of Lenghorne's Collins, Friday,

3
(Puly)  1793. The Rosc wa3s entitled, On Presenting A loss

Rose to }Mis3 Nesabitt, snd Zigses was written under the csption,
4

Cupid Turned Chymist (sia.).

The Ro3e (Campbell, p. 23) reminds the reader of An Qde

In The Msnner of Anaasreon, written to llary Zvsna from Cambridre,
and presents the sasme general them.

I softly seized the unguarded power,
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On aspotless Jsars's breast.
(llo 9 pt ;‘)810)

3ara's™ was substituted for "“Hesbitt's™, the originel
line resding,
. 5
On lovely fesbitt's breast,
3imilarly, the lsst line of Zisses (Campbell, p. 23),

reading,

4nd breath'd on Sara's lovelier lips

1., Tslbourd, 7.1l Tho Joris of Charles IZamb, I. 16, Campbell,
p. XXIV, and Cottle, pn. 40.

2. Csmpbell, »n. b56b.

3. Ibid.

4, First printed in Poenms, 1736

5. Campbell, De 5650
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the reat,
(1. 18)
was in the mahusaript written,
And breath'd on lovely Ilesbitt's lovely
lipa the rest.
(Campbell, p. 56)
Colerlidge spent his life 1in sonstant day-dreemine. His
memory retsined the content of the vast number of books whish
he read. His friends at Csmbridge were delighted to hesr him
rectte, almost word for word, in the evening, politioal pamph-
lets whnich he had read that morning.1
Between the detes of 1792 and 1794, Coleridge wrote, To
A Young Lady (Campbell, p. 6), snd enclosed with it, "A Poem

2
on the Frenash Hevolution". The sogcompsning poem may heve

been the Destrustion of the Bastile (Campbell, ». 6), written

shortly before. Like the two preseding seleations, this work
was thought to have been inspired by Mery :HZvans, but Csmpbell

3
believes it also was dedisated to "Miss F. Hesbitt®,.

To A Young Lady i3 more sutobiographical than the pre-

geding verses. The firast pert of the first stanzs apesks un-

doubtedly of the poei's stay at the London school,.

l. LeGrise, C.V. ™College Reminisaenses", from the Sontlemsn's
Mespazine, Degember, 1836. A portion of thnis srticle 1is
published in Carlyon, Clement, Early Years snd ILste Refleat-
ions, p. 279.

2. Towes, J.L. The Road To Xansdu (lr. Lowes gomments upon
Coleridge's apperent inabilitvy to dste his poems sasurately),

, p. 415 n.

3. Campbell, p. 662.
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Kuch on my esrly youth I #ove to dwell,
’ (Do 6. 1. 1)

Coleridge was still in Cambridge at the time of composition,
hence, "early youth" must refér to his life before Csmbridse.
Ere yet I bade that friendly dome farewell,

Yhere first, beneath the eszhoing aloisters psle,
I heard of guailt and wondcred at the talo,

(11. 2-4)
1

These lines ovidently speak of Christ's Hospitsel.

In tne second 3tanza, Coleridge speaks of the oplate of
sadness to whioh he subjested him3elf as s relief from lone~
liness snd homesigxness.

© Thus to sad sympstnies I soothed my breast,

Calm, as the rainbow in the weeping 7est:

‘ (p. 7, 11. 15-~16)

The poet underwent periods of melanzholis, often exper-

iencing s sense of plessure from sorrow whon nothing else would
2
bring him relief.

Freedom was to Coleridgze an idesl which the tyrasnt of
Frenae had trodden upon, snd he rejoised that the aitizens had
reﬁolted in order that freedom snd ejuglity might be restored.
He héd not tskxen sn actusl part in the revolutionary politioes

3
of France, a3 Wordsworth hsd done, but his spirit wes Jjust ss

1. 2f. 3onnet On Juitting 3shool for College, Campbell, p. 15.
Adiea, asdieul! ye nuazh-loved 3loisters pale!
An! wouid tose nsopy days reiurn again,
Then 'nesta your arczhes, free from every stain,
I heard of guilt snd wondered at the tale. (11l. 5-8)
2. Pater, yslter. Aoprezlistiond, .Jith An &33ay On Style, p. 78.
3, ‘Tordsuwortn, Chri3topner. Lemoirs ol ’illiam Torasworth,

op. 70-77.
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affeoted, if not more so, ond in his vivid fanoy he fought
side by side with the revolutionists. The last two lines in
the stanze gonvey this sentiment:
Red from the Tyrant's wound I shook the lanie,
And strode in Jjoy the reecizing plains of France!
(pe 7, 11. 23-24)
But Coleridge loved peace.‘ urder terrorized him. He
rebelled agsiust the disregsrd for ideals, not agsinst men,
and when he reaslized that men nust suffer and die in the aon-
»fliat. his sympathy went out to the onpressor a3 well as to
the oopressed, "for to love and sympathize with msnking wss
1
8 neaeasity of his nssure",
Fallen is the oppressor, friendless, ghastly, low,
And ny heart aszhes, though Heroy strusk the blow,.
{L1. 25-26)

Near the end of the poem the poet's dediantion is resorded,

or, 3ara! thou these flowers refuse-——
' (1. 41)

Mlesbitt™" was shanged to "3aras™ lster, for st this time

Coleridge had not met iiss Fricker.

About this time, 1793, Coleridge wrote the three nature

poems gsentered asrouand Ottery 5t. Wary in Devonshire. Theses
2
were the 3Jonnet to the River Otter, Lines to s Beau~
Ottery 3
s0eries tiful Soring in a Village, snd Lines on an Autumnal

1. Gillman, op. 3it., p. 1l16.

2. Pirst printed in poems, 1797. _

3. First published in 2oems, 1796, entitled, An Effusion on
Aaturmnal Evening Jritten in Zarly Youth.
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Evening. These poems, and lines from the Gentle Look and
3
Anna snd Harland, were all embodied in Recolleation. - Sepa-

rated, the first three poems form a triplet of nature poems.

Tne Sonnet to tne River Otter (Campbell, p. 23), is the
poet's tribute to the river upon whose banks he gpent his
ghildhood.

Dear native Brook! Wild JStreamlet of the Jest!

How many various-fated years have nast,

(11. 1-2)

"Dear native Brook!" is, of gsourse, the Otter, is the
"West", Devonshire. At the time of writing, Coleridge had
ﬁgen from his home eleven years (1732-1733). Duaring these
year3 his litersry osreer had bhoen developing, cnd he had passed
from the orphan sanool to the university.

That haopy and what mournful hours, sinze lsast

I skimmed the smooth thin 3.one along thy breast,

(11. 3-4)

Coleridge had spent both happy snd sorrowful sesrs st the
Fospitel. Thore was alﬁays in his mind a resentment at being
torn from his home snd mothor while he was 3till a oghild. He
never grew Jjuite az3ustomed to life in the Hoapitsl, yet he
spent some of his hanpiest dsys there. For it wns there he
met Charles Lamb, Thomes liiddleion, and the &vens family. He

2
left the Hosnital with a sigh.

l. Printed. in the Vatahnan V, April 2, 1796.
2. 3ee 3onnet On Juittine Jahool For Collepse,
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Coleridge never forgot his parental home, snd wes not
gonsoled until he noved to Clevedon with his bride, lMiss Friosker,
in Oatober, 1795,

Visions of Childhood! oft have ye beguiled ,

Lone manhood's ssres, yet waking fondest sighs:

Ahl that onze more I wers a sareless ashild!

(p. 24’ ll- 12-14)

In Lines Yo A Beautiful Spring In A Village (Campbell,

p. 24) Coleridge recalls the hoars 3pent on the banis of the
Otter during his sshooldays st his father's sahool in Ottery.
¥ith infant uproar and scul-soothing pranks,
Released from sahool, their little hearts at rest,
Launah paper navies on thy waveless breast.
rpo 24' llo 14-16)

In the third poem, Lines on an Autumnsl ilveniug (Ccmp-

bell, p. 24), Mary Evens' songratulations to Coleridge upon

his winni:g the Browne iiedasl for the best Greel:x O0de, furnishes
1
the sutobiographizal element.

I game, with Lesrning's meed not unbestowed:

When a3 she twined a lsurel round my brow,

And met my kiss, and half returned my vow,

Toward tne end of the seleation the poet's thousht
turned again to the QOtter, where 293 a child he hed visions

of beooming s poet.

Dear native brook! whero first young Poesy
3tared wildly-eager in her noontide drearn!
(p. 26, 1l1. 83-84)

l. The title of the Greeik Ode was, Sor3 lfigsera Servorum in
Insulis Indise Oaz:identsalis, Campbell, npp. 476-477, Ap~
pendix B.
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In his idealism Coleridge did not realize that puilt ex-
1
isted until he beosme a student at the Hospital. Compelled

to admit thgt some mattera were not sbove reprouch, yet in
fanay he retained the belief that his home losality wass still
virtuous and friendly.

Dear native haunta! where 7irtue still is gay,

Yhere Friendsanip's fixed Stsr sneds a mellowed ray,

Ynere Love s groun of thornless idoses wesrs,

There soften'd Jorrow smiles within her tesras:

(11. 86~-83)

Coleridge went up to Cambridge with ambition, carrying with
him a 32holarship of forty bounds. He was3 met by his friend,
, Thomas ifiddleton, who 83 5 Greasisn at the
Qasasional Pooms

“Fritten At Hospital, hed protested him and lster pre-
Cambridae

gented hin wiph a gopy of Bowle's 3onnets.
¥iddleton wass a 3tudent at Pembroke, while Coleridpge sttended Jasus
Céllege:as the best asollege to prepsre him for the Church,.
The pair beoame earnest students, Coloridge often wanlxing over
to Pembroke to stady with 2jiddleton in higs rooms. Liidcleton
prepared hnimself for tne uUniversity Fellowsnip. Coleridge won
the Browne iednl and obteined the uatet 33holnrshin, founded
ﬁo aid 3sona of alergymein. The funds of this sznolarship, sdded
to those from the initisl saholarship, psid all of his negess-
ary expenses. In his sesond yesr he became a candidate for

the University ssholarship. Only sixteen men qualified for

1. Cf. 70 A Young Lady and JSonnet On Quitting Sghool For College.
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examination. Of these sixteen, four were gnoson for the finsl
examination, Butler, who later became heacdmaster of Shrews-
bury, Xests, later hesdmaster of Zton, Bethell, afterwsrds
- Bishop of Bangor, and Coleridge. The sanolarship was suarded
to Butler. Credit must bé given Coleridge for the aozomplisn-
ment of advansing to the fiinal examinntion with three of the
most brillisnt men in Cambridge. PFsilure to obtain the fellow-
ship "damped his ardour". |

There mere No olassiosl 3tripes given by the University,
the Classionasl !ledal being the only msrk of diastination. If
a student failed to qualify for this Hedsl, he remained as
onc of the renic and file of students. One major rejuirement
for the iledal was a knowledge of mathematias, whigh Coleridge
sordially disliced. Heslizéng that he was ineligible for the
éward, Coleridge dispaired of a fellowship, and wshst he had
onae desired, sollepe honours, and sollege life,

fiddleton, on the other hand, had studied mathemstiocs,
but fsiled to jualify for the iledal. Disappointed, he left
Cambfidge with a degree in 1792.1 Jith the gracustion of llid-
életon. Coleridge 3aw his bést friend st Cumbridge leave,

For a while the Bsrd amused himself smused kimself by tak-

ing sn asative part in the politissl thought of the time., His

1. Csmpbell states thaet ifiddleton fsiled to qualify for
¥ellouship beaause of his "“republissnism"., Csmpbell,

p. XIX, 2f.



43

room begame the rendezvous of friends who &ssembled to listen
to his disscourse on the latest politiosl pamphlets.l Hié
reading beasme saprisious. He took little exerzise for its
owy 3ngke, snd wald "rendy =t sny time to unbend his mind in
gonver3stion”,

Coleridge's wide reading, whizh his mind had not had time
to assimilate, z2reatly influensed his religlious views. Eis
philosophy tended to push him, in spite of himself, toward
Unifarianism. ‘Then Villism Frend, a Fellow of Jesus College,
ﬁas tried at Cambridge for his Unitarian idens and t.o libersl
politiaal philosophy, Coleridge committed an indecorum at the
at:the triel. The monitor pretended to nistaske the zulprit,
and the poet's posalble expulsaion wag avoided.

In Oatober, 1793, Christopher Wofdsnorth, a brother of
the Lake Poet, asame up to C-mbridge nnd met Coleridge. In
Jovemver a Literary Jozlety was formed whish gentered saround

Coleridge. The 2oct repeated The %Lines 0On An Aantunnel Pvening

before this Joo0iety on Jovember 7.

Joon sfter entering the University, Coleridge natfvely
geve an upnolstorer a free hand in the desoration of his room,
and later rezeived a »ill for 8 hundred pounds, a sum far be-

-

yond his reaan, for tne servise. His anxlety over this debdt

1. Lesriaze, oo. 3it., p. 283. The sbove and 3jontinuing referen-
aes on tho 1ife of Coleridge at Cempridge were taken from Le-
Grize, “College Reminiasgenses," Cottle, op. 3it., pp. 279-283:
Campbell, pp. <VIII-XXII; and Gillman, op. 2it., pp. 49-62.
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i3 shown in the hslf-fsasetious poem, Philedon (Campbell, p. 16),
1
‘whish he wrote in 1791, shortly sfter his arrival at Cembridge.
The fervid sun had more than halved the day,
JInen gloomy on his gsoush Philedon lay;
Hig feevle frame 7yonsumptive ss his purase,

“ W WM W W @ % W™ ey W W W W W W W W™ W e e W
- e WB e % W W W Np e W W W W W W YW W W 2w -

The youth indignant seized his tailor's bill,
(p. 16, 1l. 1-7)

"Philedon® represented Coleridge, and the "tailor™, his
areditor, thne upholsterer. Coleridge was not sonsumptive, but
his body was frejuently in psin. Ye had no money beyond his
neseasary expense3, and were insuffiszient to redeem his ob-
ligations with the upholsterer.

Coleridge had no regsrd for woeslth, honor, or pleasure,

He desired only enoash roney to orovide himusclf (snd family
lster). He wrote for the simnle pleasure of writing, and"never

sougnt plessure for its own snke.”

l. Pirat printed in doetiasl Torks, 1834. It must not be thousht
that Coleridge ws3 alunys solemn and pensive, for he waa often
fagetious and witty. Tne following epizrems, written by him
at odd times, show anything but solemnity:

I

Thy laso-dog, Rufa, is a dsinty peast,
It don't surprise me in the lesst
To see tnee lisk 30 dainty aslean s beaat.
But that so dainty 2lesn s beast liasxs thee,
Yea-— that surprise3 me. (Cottle, p. 2868)

I1

On A Bad Jinpor
Jwans sing befor. they die— 'twere no bad
thing

snould asertain porsons die before they 3ing.
i P (Compbell, p. 447)

2. Gillman, p. 246, of. pp. 13.
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Wealth, Honour, Plessure-- what agan ye
beston?
Yet 3ee, how high and low, snd young sand
old
Pursue the all delusive power of Gold
{11, 12-14)
At the time of gomposition, 1791, the poet hsd left Lsry
Evans only a few nmonths before, and thouphts of her may have
nromoted the line,

And what 380 sueet helow 53 a womsn'!s love?
{(l. 15)

Coleridge fled from reslity snd painted fngis with dreams,
Fhenever ne wna3 foroed to aszknouwledge that life was not as
rosy-tinted as his fanay, he beansme sad.

I aurse Zxperience beassuse he maxes me wnise;
(1. &¢)

3eeing no possible way to orosure money in reolity, he
imsgined that it same from an uanexpeated sourae.

fhen ss the Jun was hastening doun fhe sky,
In glittering state twize fifty guiness nrone,~—
His Hother's plate antique had raised the sunm.
(11. 67-69)

But the uphol3terer would net aazept money paid in fanay,
and in desperstion, Coleridge turned to the lotter,. The

drawings of the Irish Lottery slosed November 26, leaving
1

Coleridge with an unlacky tizket. The following week he
2

joined the 15th Light Dragoons. <o Fortune (Csmpbell, p. 27)

expreases the poet's hope that his tisket might be the winning

1. Csmppell, p. 567, 42 n. ,
2. First printed ia the .orning Chronisle, Illovember 7, 179Z.
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one.

“But oh! if ever song thine esr

iiight soothe, 0 haste with foat'ring hend
to rear

One Flower of Hope! At Love's bhehest,
Trembling I plaged it in my sesret breast:
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Poor wither'd floweret! on its hesd

Ha3 dark Tegpsir his siskly mildew shed!

But thou, O Fortune! ganst relume

Its dendened tints—

(11. 19-3D)

Fortune, however, did not favor the poet. Telking the
streets in despsir, he found himself standing before s bill
on a8 wall in Chaneery Lane, whish resd, "Vanted, = few smart
lads for the 15th mlliot's Light Bragoons."l Having a natural
.repugnanse to botn horsces and soldiery, he was tempted to en-
113t to prove to hingelf ithat he 3ould endure thcm.2 Short-
ly afterward, "ovaertakzen by inwsrd grief, the produst of fesr",
and disregsrding the pless of the old Heoruiting Jafgeant, who
tried to dissunde hin, he enlisted under the name of "Silas
Tomkyn Comberbacne".3

“Thy sﬁonld Joleridpze have talien this step? “here secms
to have been 1o single reason. %re poet was suffering under
deprossion snd melansholia. His failure to obtain the Univer-

sity Fellowship and his inability to qualify a3 s 2sndidste

l. Gilliman, ». 57.
2. [bid., »n. 58.
3, Ibid.
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for the Clsnasiosl ljedael made nim deapnir of College honours.
The gradustion of his dissouraged friend, iliddleton, his éis-
ordered religious aonsepts,l (his ethical zo0de would not dllow
him to ocontinue rezeiving sid under a ministerisl ssholarship
singse he taought hinself no longer suited for the ZEpiscopsal
ministry), end his debt to the upnolsterer tortured his mind.
Perhsps his fesr that Mery Zvons loved soneone else slso wor-
ried him. Coleridge uss extremely sensitive snd ressted sironply
to disappointment and to mental, a3 well e£3 physiosl, psin.
Besides this, the poet's imagination magnified matters beyond
their asctual importance. He was subjeot to violent ohsnges
of mood, at one time being in blazk melansholy, snd immediastely
afterwsrd, being sublimely hapny.2 In depression he Joined
the Dragoons, dissovering his misteke too late.

Coleridge's fellow goldiers soon disiovered that as a
Dregoon the poet was a sympathizing and tender nurse and

an amisble gouversationaljst. His exoerienses with his brother,

Luke, in London and nis wide resding in medicine, zlong with

1. Coleridge's religious views zhansed philosophizs.ly only.
His intelleat denied the Livinity of Christ, but his hesrt
renained to the fast. He wes ortinodox in his fsith, but his
philosophy upset his bolief. A mental sonflist resulted.
In later years, nfter he wes broken, his orthodoxy trinmphed,
2. Cottle ha3 remsrked upon 3.T.C.’'s sudden changes of attitude.
hen Southey told Coleridge he hsd given up Pantisosrasy, Col-
eridge beosme enraged. Cottle failed to immedistely recon:zile
the pair. He was smazed to find them the best of friends
the next tlie he saw them, Cottle, pp. 106-107.
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his natursl sympsthy and benevolense, led the s3ighk to seek him
83 a nurse. The avle 3oldiers glsdly performed his militery
duties for him in exshsnge for his sonversstion snd his writ-
ing their nore intimate leiters.

Fully convinaed of his folly, the Irsgoon begsan to ason-
trive his rclease. He wrote to a sohoolmate of his sondition,
who informed snother friend st Csmbridge, who, in turn diszovered
him to his oaotsin, Captsin 0Ogle. Thnrough the influenae of
George Coleridge 2and the head of the fmmiiy, Captain Jsmes
Coleridge, his dissharge was prozured. He returned to Cem-
bridge on April 10, 1704.l Oon the 12th he was asdmonished by
the iaster of Cambridge, Lr. Pearaze, in the presensze of the
Féllows, aasigned extrs work in trenslstion, and 3o.:.ined to

the College for s brief period., He seemed truly pcenitent and

again diligently set to wori.

Ee wrote for the nrize sgsin thast year, but it waa dcserv-

edly awarded to Kests for his ode, entitied, "Laus sgstronomse”.
2
Coleridge sonsidered the deaision a just one,
Peems Written

On The He beanome interested in 21ssasiosl odes snd re-
Welah Your 3

pested them with plessurc. His deaire for
Saholarship, however, soon waned, snd sbout the middle of June

he set off with Husks in the Journey to 7sles. ‘'Thile on this

1. Campbell, p. X%,
2. Leirige, "College Reminissenaes", from Carlyon, op.Cit., p. 283.

5: Ibid. TLeGrice belioved that & Classiasl Tripos (Fellowship)
would have ghanaed Coleridge's destiny. p. 283.
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tour, or soon after, he somposed a trio of poems, Lines Tritten

1
At _The Zing's Arms, Ros3, Formerly the House of the lMan of Koss,
2 )
On Bals Hill, and Imitated From The Telsh.

Lines Written At Whe [ing's Arms (Campbel:, p. 33), exhib-

its one of the periods of the poet's melansholy. He 3till re-
proved himself for his foily, and his fsult of sonseiving things
beyond their normal oroportion, caugsed hin to thi:x life a dis-
mel thing, end to believe hig soul apart from all good.
Bat if, like me, through life's diatreasful
goene

Lonely nnd sad thy pilgrimage hath beon:
And if thy breast witn heart-sizk anguish

frought,

Thou journeyest onuward tempest-tossed in
thought;

Here sheat thy gsares! in generous visions
melt,

And dzeam of so0o0dness, thoit hnat naever felt,
(p. 33, 11. 14-20)

On Bala Hill (Campbell, p. 33) illustrates the effest of
4

physiasl exertion upon Colicridge's weak vody. 3inoce ahild-

hood the poet had suffered with rheumstism, 3shortness of bresth,
5 A
and paina in his 3hest.

1. Published in Combridge Intellegengser , September 27. The
f the {.:n., J.D.C. found

original wss uwritten on the shaster o
a 30py among Zvans' papers.

2. This poem asnpenred with above in the Zvans papers, dated
July 11, 1794. +t waa first printed in Campbell, opn. git.

3. Pirat printed in Poems, 1796.

4. At times, howmever, the poet's body seemed gsomparatively strone.
Dorothy Jordsworth made note in her Journal of tne many long
walks whish Coleridge took during the Tordaworth's stay at

' Grasmere. Znight, W. Dorothy Tordsworth's Journsl, I. pp.
111, 120, 124, 134, eta.
S5 Gillman, p. 260.
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With many a weary step at length I gsin
Thy summit, 3=zla! and the gool breeze

plays
Cheerily round my brow— 23 hense the

gaze
Returns to dwell upon the journey'd plain.
'Twas a long way and tedious.

{11. 1-5)

Later, in 1809, while 2limbing 0ld Skiddaw with his son,
. 1l
he w23 selized with violent 2hest pains slso.

The third in the group, Imitated from the Telsh, (Camp-

bell, p. 33) is 8 love poem, presumably to liary ovans sas it
was asomposed at the same time as the other two, whish were
fband among'the BZvans nspers. This selea2tion contains no

partisular referenses to the life of Coleridge, and, there-

fore, it seems unneaeassnry to study it further.

After asompleting the tour with Huoks, Coleridpe went to
Bristol, where he saw 3outhey snd the pair talked cver Pan-
tisosraay, making more definite plsns than

Psntistocratiao
Pocms had been made at their meeting ot Oxford.

Later they walked to JSomersetshire to see
Burnett and to interest other re:ruits in the polsn. *hile on
this trip he met Thomas ?2oole, wno wa3 later to provice the

2
means for Coleridze to move to 3towmey. Returning to Bristol,

l' Ibid-
2. T. Poole was self-eduszated and well read. He loved liberty

snd demoarscy, and was lateresied in pantlsoarany, bu: wasg
too pmaastigal to believe it more than a dresm. He loved S.7.G
beasuse he saw in nim genuine benevolenize and reslized him

s genius. #Fausset, op. oit., pp. 82-87.
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Coleridge beosme engsged to 3arah Frisker as psrt of the plan
of Pantisoaraoy. At the 2lo03c of the summer vsaation Coler-
idze returned the university. Ostober 24, he wrote the lono-

1
logue to s Young Jasksss in Jesus Pilese, and in Jovember,

after the death of a friend, he gomposed an elegy, Lines on 8
- P R —

L]

Friend Who Died of n Frenzy Fever.

The ifonologue to & Young Jackass (Campbell, app. C, pp. 477-

458) was inspired by Pasntisosrsay in the fullest meaning of
the term, universsl brotherhood for all veings, It is said
that every noet has a vulmersble spot upon whish the aeritioes
pounise. This is Coleridge's. Lamb considered the poem triv-
ial.5 It wes the poei's nature to fleec from reelity. A4S a
echild he sought refuge in poetr, later he absorbed himself
in metaphysias, at this time he lost hinself in a Utopla where
Love reigned suprene and evil of any sort was totally lazsiing,
Lost in fsnay of the fulfiilment of Pantisocrasy, Coleridre
wrote this poem, which borders on the humorous. The esrly
version is more revealin:- than the later ones whizh he revised.
Universsl brotherhood i3 portrayed in lines 28-26.

Ianoaent Foalf desnised and Forlorni

I hail tree Brother— spite of the fool's
ssorn:4

1. Pirst printec in the Jor:ing Chronigle, Desember 30, 1794.

2. Publisned in poems, 1736.

3. Ainger's Leticrs, L. p. 62. From Campbell, p. 573. .

4, It seens taat tae poet did .ot 2laim the seme relstionship
with 811 lower animals, for in a letter to Thelwsll, he spesks
of feeding "a 1jouple of snouted and pruuting zousins from
the refuse.”™ Canmn.oli, p. AL

LInaaty
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The subseguent lines show the poei suept awsy by visions
of the new order of things estabiished by the Sus juehsnnsh aol-
ony.

And fe=in I'd toike thee with me to the Tell

¥nere high-soul'd Pantisosraay 3hall dwell!
Where Hirth shall tiskle Plenty's ribless

3lde

And smilea from Beauty's Lin on sun-bean
glide,

Yhere Toill shsll wed young Health that chsrming
Lasas]

And use his sléek asow3 for a looking-glagg—

Yhere rats 83hsll mess with terriers hsnd-in-
glove,

And Mice with Pusay's Thiskers sport in Love!

dany of the poems of Coleridge sre al-oust wnol y sub-

1
jeative., Lines on a Friend (Campbell, p. 35) 13 one of these

poems. Fhis seleation upon the death of the son of the Vicar
of Ottery aa: almost be used as an index to his errstia anreer.
Thinking of his departed friend who had passed from an unkind
world, after nuzh sufferins, into finsl rest, the poet's
thought turned upon himself.

A3 oft at twilight gloom thy grave I pass,

And 31t e down upon it3 reaent prass,

¥ith introverted eye I rontemplate

3imilitude of soul, porhsps of— Fate:
(11. 35-38)

To jouthey Pantisoaraay was s plan of joloinizstion fash-

1. Other noems in this 21lss3s inizlude; On Rezeivine sn Azzount
' That His Only Jister's Desth “as Inevitabie: On sceing 4 Youth
Affesctionntely Teliomed B/ His sister: acfleztions Cn Having
Leit 4 plase of Retircment; Jounet series on the birth of his
o1, d8rvley: LO Zle _aov. ueorge Coleridge: and others.




loned under the influence of LHousseau's Zmile. To Coleridge
it wa3s the sum totsl of everything that mattered, and in his
enthusiasm he marshalled logissl srpuments in his fa.or. His
zeal snd inspirstion, plus his nstural sharming dissourse, |
ovarwhelmed his listoners. He praasticed on nis trevelling
mate, Huoks, who listened interestedly for hours. Upon one
039a83ion he harsngued two burly fellows uhtil they dsnced
about with agitation and pledged a ftoast to tae plau.l Tnis
aonvinged Coleridge that his persuasive powers lay in his
reason. Jomething of the pathos is presented in the fast that
the voet, resoanizing himself to be a failure in many things,
aonaidered his one true gift from Heaven to be a logiazsl and
ressoning mind. Hot by the ramest stretah of imapination zould
Coleridase really be sonaidered a rstional wsn. 2erhaos Coler-
idge himself wss not dezeived in his decpest sinserity, but
slutaned at anything that might lessen his great sense of per-
sonal faiiure. He spoie of his endowment of reason in the
‘follouing lines froa tine poen:

To me hnatin Zeavon with bounteous aand

aasisned

Znergetins Zeason =nd s shaping nind,

"he daring ken of Truth, the Patriot's

And ??i?rs sigh that bresthes the gentle

hesrt—

(11, 329-42)

Coleridge was the vistim of indolense which he was uau-

1. Charpentier, oo. 3it., p. 67.



able to shake off. He fully renllized nimself. indolent jet
seemed able to do nothing to improve his habits. le wrote
of himself. "A3 to my shape, 'tis a good shape enough if
mgasured, but my gait is swkward, and walk of the whole man

1
indiosstes indolenge capable of energies.”" Gillman pergeived

this trait in his friend , but softened his sanalysis by ob-
serving that moat of his fsilures to keep his appointments
were dus to illness rather than sheer indolenae.2 Coleridge
had spent many wecks in visits and “eatures in order to ob-
tain Subsariotions for the Tstchman. His fsilure to keep his
abpointments led many cf his aasguaintsnces to disaontinue
their subaoriptions. At one time a larze di.ner party had
been arrasnged, st whish Coleridgze was to be the guest of honor
and the socsker. Guests were invited to see and hear the poet,
Aany of these people were subssribers., [t so happenedé that
Coleridge had asompletely forgotten the ensagoment and failed
to be present. A3 8 re3ult of this slip in memory Coleridge
lost tuwelve su‘baariptions.3 Little nasgleats by him asused

him to lose many sajuaintances. Failure to appesr al a8 lea-
ture, nlsnned by 3outhey and him to raise funds for the expedi-

tion, at whian he wss the speaker, slmost 303t him the friend-

ship of 3outhey then instead of lster. Jouthey reppoved him

l. Pausset, op. cit..p. 67...
2’ G’illman, Op. Cito p. 261-
3. .C,Qrit_le s P 27,



severely, but Coleridge attached little signifiosnse to his
1
failaure to kecep his appointment, Coleridge noticed that he

was losing friends, but seemed to do nothing to reatify the
matter,

Jloth-jaunised all! and from my graspless

hand
Drop Priendship's preoious nearls, like

hour-gless sand.
I weep, yot s8toop not! the faint snguish

flows,
A dresmy pang in Morning's feverish doze.

(11. 43-46)

A lettor written to Allsop June 29, 1822 by Coleridge

(9]
[#1]

gives an interestine sommentsry on this poem and on his mental

attitude in aeneral,

A natuarally, at onize searszhing asnd sommunisative
disposition, the necessity of resoneiling the rest-
lessness of an evor-working fanzy from an intense
araving after a resting-plnze for my thoughts in
some prinasiple that wass derived from expeoriense,
but of whiah all other knouledge should be but so
many repetition: under various limitations, - - -

~ - = = - And lestly, that my elogquaensce was most
gommonly exsiteu by the desire of running sway and
hiding myseclf from my personsl snd inward feelings,
and not for the expression of them, while doubt-
leas this very effort of feeling gsve s passion and
glow to my “houghtis and langunge on subjests of a
general nature, that they other-wige would not have
had. I fleu in & 2irsle, still overtaken by the
feelings from whi:h [ wa3 evermore fleeing, with my
bask turned towerd tiem: 2

Soleridge juit Combridge sbout the middle of Desember

1. Ibid., o. 28.
2. Coloridze to allsop, June 29, 1822. Allsop, Thomes.
Letters, eti., po. 212-213.




1
nithout takinz a degree, e later wrote, "In an insuspicious

hour I left the friendly Cloisters, and the happy grove of
quiat ever honoured Josug College, Cambridge.™ Dr. Pesrae,
the Mastor of Jesus College, tried to keep hinm, appesalins to
his politisal views. Coleridge ended the srpument by stating
that he "was neither Jasobin nor Demoorst, but a Pantisoorat".
The master then rovealed to the Chriat's Hospital Committee
the poet's absenoe trom Hovember, 1793 to April, 1794 (the
time spent by the poet in the Dragoons), snd his departare
from sshool before the oslose of ﬁhe liighselmes term. This
ended Coleridget's stay at Cmmbridge.4 Gillman regretted that
‘the poet left without s degreec, but said that "it was Bso or-

5
dained™.

The Gentle Look (Csmpbell, p. 23) uwas mrittgn by the poet
to express his roefleations on lesving Canmbridge.

What time, in sickly mood, at partins day
I lay me down snd tink of happier yenrs:
0f joys, that glimmered in Hope's twilight ray,
Then left me dazling in a vsle of tears.
0 plessant days of Hopo-~s forever goneg
{1l. 6=9)

After Colerid e had given up ilery ZLvena, he negan to pay

gourt to 3arah Friaker, whom he finalily married.

1. Caapbell, p. XXIV. -
2. LeGrigce, “College Remlnisoenoes“ Carlyon, op.git. p. 20.
3. Campbell, p. XXIV In.

4, Ibid.

6. Gillman, p. 118.

6. Printed first in Poems, 1796.
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Then he cnanged tne sddrosses in some of his poems frow the
names of other ladies to "3sra"™,

About 1794 he uwrote “The Iiss, whiath wag dedis~ted to his
sourtship of Sara.l

After ieaving London in Jenusry, 1795, and going up to
Bristol with 3outhey, Col=aridge agsin paid asourt to JSara,
Jouthey had resently been expelled from tho home of his wenlthy
aunt for his persistensze in planning for the Susquehsnnash ex~
pedition, whioh his asant zonsidercd a foolish waste of time.
He, Burnett, and Coleridge rented = room topether in Bristol.
Finsnizes wmere low. HRobert Lovell, one of the group, who had
married one of the Friaker girls, introdused Coleridgse snd
Sduthey.to a nondon bookseller, Joseph Cottle. 3hortly after-
ward Colsridge wrote Cottle requesting the losn of enourh
funds to pay the room rent. Cottle advansed the money, and
later gave Coleridge thirty guineas for a volume of poetry,
for wniash he had been offered only six in London, whiah he
had refused. He pronised Southey sn equal sum for his volume.z
3outhey and Coleridge then resolved to obtain funds, necessary
for fitting out tie expedition, by dolivering » series of leo-

tures. It wa3 deaided that 3outhey should spesk upon History,

1. Printed in Poems, 1796. In 1737 it wsa changed to Yo Sars,
In 1828 et. sey., the name, i3s3, wag gpein restored to it
83 the ovher seleition, Zisses, had been omitted. Yhis
poem was read to Cottle when he visited the Coleridges st
Clevedon, in late 1794 or early 1735,

2. Cottle, p. 12.
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and Coleridge, upon Polities and Religion.l

Cottle promised Coleridge s guinea and a helf for esch
‘hundred lines of poetry delivered him sfter the first volume.
The poet zonsidered this nbt only enouzh for himself, but slso
suffioient for the support of a wife, and he was ssiordingly
married st 3t. iisry Hedoliff Chursh, Bristol, Gotober 4, 1795,
to iss Jars Wriaknr.g Immediately they moved to sottage
on the Jevern at Clevedon. Coleridge olanned to subsist on
tﬁe 3implest of supplies snd furniture, feeling that they must
learn to live on the bsrest nesessities if they were soon to
sunjeat themselves to the privations of the Amerias: wildernesa,
This attitude shsnged, however, shortly aft r the counle had
settled in tneir so:itage, for Coleridge wmrote. to Cottle ask-
ing him to bring with him "some little Artisles™, whizn included
éverythiﬁg from a tin dust pan to a 3ible. Cottle brought him
the desired artisles, and later sent down an upholsterer to

, 3
paper the narlor.

It seemed that Clevedon was the ideal nome for the Coler-
'iﬁges. The rent wes low, only five pounds annually, with no
' 4
‘taxes. Behind the house was s smsll gerden. All seemed pease-

ful and sesgluded, s perfeat haven for a poet. Coleridge seemed

1‘ Ibld.. p. lz.
2., Cottle, n. 40.

- 3« Cottle, p. 40-41.
4. Cottle, p. 41. Cottle remarxed that 5.T.C. gould pay =a

year's ront oy "mounting his Pegasus” {2omposing) for just
one week,



- almost es satisfied as he imapined he would have b.on on the
banks of the SuSquehannah.l
But Coleridge was fundsmentally the Romantia. Jettled
cqmiortably at Clevedon, he wvished himself somewherec :lse,
He ias too fsr rumoved from the Bristol Library, vhish weg
'liké a refreshing spring to his intelleot. Bristol itself
was so far from Clevedon that he gould not sonveniently ocover
the‘distance in a day, and Sara boceme anxious if he remained
ovefnight in Bristol. His friends had urged him to return
to Redoliff-Hill, whith he reluctently did late in 1795, .

Althoush he had spent only s few months at Clevedon, he

b9

was a3 hoappy there a3 he hsd heon anywhere. It wn3 in prospeat

2
of moving to Clevedon that he wrote the Eolian Y¥erp, and after

leaving his quiot sottepe, he gomposed Rofleations on Havina

Loft a Plage of Hetirement. "he Eolian Harp (Campboll, p. 49)

‘was written just prior to going to the 2o0ttmge. The poet
antioipates the joy of his honeymoon.

:ly pensive 3aras! thy soft sheek roslined

hus on mine arm, most soothing sweet it is

To 8it veside our 200t, our sot o'erpromn

7ith white-flowered Jasmin, and the broad-lesved

liyrtle,
(llo 1-4 )

Love was the nature of Coleridse and finds expression in

l. Cottle, p. 65. ,

2. First printed in Poems, 1796, entitled, ~ffasion, 35, Trit-
ten at Clevedon, August 20, 1795. Jinace Coleridge married
Octooer 4, 1795 this pieae osouald not be his honeymoon com=-
position, but might have been written in antisipation of
his retrest with hils bride.

3, Printed in Monthly ilagazine, Ootober, 1796.
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his poems,

Hethinks, it should hsve been imnossible
Hot to love sll things in s world so filled.
(11. 20-31)

Coleridge was not the infidel he was 3ometimes aiijused
1
of beins. He wa3 s3 numble 83 8 3hild upon o2z2asions, and

beasame antagonistiz ﬁo tne philosophy that forased him to Boubt,

And viddest me walk humbly with ny God.
(1. 52)

WYell hast thou said 91ud holily dispraisead
These shapings of the unregzenerste mind;
Bubbles that glittar ss they rise and bresi:
On vain Philosophy's sye-babbling spring.
{(11. 54-57)

His orthodoxy i3 alearly shown in the sontinuine lines:

For never guiltless may I speak of hin,
The Inosomprechensivnle! 3ave when with snwe
I praise him, and with Faoith that iuly
fecls; .
Yho with higs saving meraies hesnled ro,
A 3inful 2nd most miserable man,
7ildered snd dark, and gsve me to po330s3
Peaze, and this asot, nand thece, desr honouared lsid.
(11. 58-64)

Reflestions on Havinz Left A Plaie of Hetiremeut (Comp-

bell, p. 52) was written upon the Poet's leaving Clevedon.
The opening lines of the poem were quoted by Cottle s3 =atuslly
2

dessriptive of the cottage.

1. Poole's nephew wrote in his Diery, August 18, 1836, "ksch
of them (Coleridze snd Joauthey) was shamefaliy not with
Lemo1retil rase a3 regserds politias, and both infidels es
resards relision". Csmpbell, p. XXXI, fn.

2. Cottle, p. 41. "Thore uwss nl3o a smnil garden with seversl

‘ pretty flowers, sndé the 'tsllest ro3e tree' was not feiled
to be pointed out, whizh 'peeped at the shamber wincdow'.
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Low wad our oreitts Sot; our talleat rose
Peepad at tne 2hambirr-windown. Te aould
nesx o
At silent noo:i:, and eve, and esrly morn,
The ses's faint nuarmar.
(11. 1-4)

The poet unsonsaiouasly sousght for exzuses sznd reassons
why he had left Clevedon. Wiz aonstant desire to be somewhere
else had made him restleas, and the aouple had moved to Bristol
where the poet rmmisht have azies: to the library. In tne follow-
ing lines he 1s persusded t:2t he left, in snite of his hsopi—--
ness there, thst he might settle down like every ong else snd

work for his livinn,

An! guiet dell! desr got, and mount sublime!

I was sonstrained to gquit you. Yas it right,
Ahile my unnumbered vrethern toiled and bled,
That I s3houird dream away the entrusted hours

On rose-lesi heds, pampering the sowsrd hesrt
Tith fecelings =11 too delisate for use?

(l1. 42-44)

1
Coleridpge lived always in a tinted dream. ile wss never

able to see things in the light of reality. He asztually be-
lieved what he stated in the following lines, thet in poing
baask to Bristol, he was going to apply himself ané bhesome ore-
ative,

I therefore go, and Jjoin head, heart, snd
hand ,

1, 3ee Zpitaph on Himself, Csampobell, p. 450, 11. 1-2.
Here 3leeps at length poor Coleridge, and
without saresming—
‘Tho died a3 he always lived, s-dresmingn.




Aative ond firs, to fiznt the bloodless
fight
of 3aienno, freedom, ané the truath in
chriat.
[11l. B0-¢2)

fat the poot dié not suszaeed in writing any great amount
is proved by the fsat that Cottle had to beg him for nony,
being sonstantly delayed by the noet, who dealasred that he zould

not Jompose bezause of indisposition, engsgements, siekness,
1
eta.

"he final line removes all 8Boubt of voleridge's true relig-
2
ious belief.

Speed it, O FPather! Let thy Kingdom aome!l
{1. 71)

In September 1795, in sntisipation of his aoming marriage

with 3ara, Coleridge wrote the Lines Tritten at Shurton Bsrs

=

./

(Campbell, p. 47). This poem is sutobiozraphisel in its re-

lationsnip betwcen Coleridge and 3ara. The following lines
portray the post's fanay'in meeting his bride;

How oft, my Love! with shapings sweet
I paint the moment, we 3hall meet!
With eager speed I darte
I séize you in the vagant air,
And fsnay, with s hasosnd's osre
I press you to my hesrtl
, (11. 85-90)

1, ¢f. Cottle, pp. 65-70. It must be remembered that 5.7.C.
w33 basioally romantia. He wrote when he felt the urge,
out abhorred having to compose in order to live. Cf. Camp=-
bell, p. XX, and Coleridge to Cottle, Feb. 22,1796.y Cottlec,
Dp. 68'69.

2. Lamb ssid that 3.7.C. 'hungered for Zternity' from & lad on.

Gillman, ». 313.
3. Wirst printed in Poems, 1796 as QOde to Sars.




The poet wss subjeat to fits of melantholy, from whioh he hoped

to be relieved by his marrisge.
And there in blaszk soul-jaund ised fit
4 s3ad gloom-psmper'd ian to ait,
' (L1. 49-50)

To the Hightingale (Campbell, p. 45) might be inaluded

in the 3ara group, for it, like the above poem, appears to
have been uritten shortly before the wedding date. The poet
reaalls Sara's saazseptance of him in the following lines;

idy Sdara— best beloved of humesn kind!
‘Then breatning the pure soul of tenderness
3ne thrills me with the Husband's promised

name !
{p. 46, ll. 24~26G)

This poem is fundsmentally a nature poem, 2né the poet
expressed his lsment that other romantis poets, s3 well as
himself, Chatterton and Zamb, were sonfined in the city when
they should have been out in nsture.

How meny Bards in aity garret pent,

¥anile at their window they with down-

ward eye

Yiark the fsint lamp-beam on the ken-

nell'd mud,

And listen to the drowsy 2ry of Tatah-

men

(Those hoarse unfesther'd Hightingsles

of time!)

Coleridge was too wesx for his faith to keep pase with
his intelle:t. Before he Ieft the university he hsc¢ beoone

Unitsrien in his beliefa. Avout 1794 he began the embodiment

1. Printed in Poenmsg, 1796.
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1

This poem represented an approash to religion through meta-

physiass. Its thought and zontent is too obssure to give any

insight into the life of the poet. But, beanuse it is philo-

sophigal tnther than poetisel, it presents two phases of Coler-

idge'a expsrienne.

First, the poet's flight into metsphysiss and Pantisoorsay
2

83 5 refuge from reality is nortrsyed. The ideal of Pantis-

o3raay was an etheresl realm bssed upon Love, The following

lines from the poem sre typisal of the Love thems.

------- Till then
I disasipline my young noviasate thought
In ministeries of heart-stirring song,
And sye on Meditation's heaven-ward
wing
Joaring sloft I broeathe the empyreal sir
0f Love, omaifis, omnipresent Love,
¥hose day-spring rises glorious in my soul
A3 thne great sun, when he his influence
sheds on the frost-bound waters— th
glad streanm )
Flowg to the ray snd warbles as it flows,
(p. 60, 1l. 410-420)

1. Printed first in the 1796 volume. 3.%7.C. st~tes thst the poem

2.

was written on Christmas ive, 1794, (He was with Lemb in Lon-
don at the time.) The poem, however, wsa not somoleted until
later. If we may Jjudge by Cotile's letters, the poem had not
been in fiual form when the Coleridges went to 3towey in

1796. (Coleridpe to Cottle, Cottle, p. 66.)

Gillman snid that Coleridge sought relief from his sensitive-
ness in abstrast meditations (Gillman, p. 117). %hen 35.7.C. left
Csmbridge in Dea., 1794, he went to Lamb in London. Both men
hsd been hurt by the world snd were seeking refuge from resl-
ity. There at the "3nlutation snd Cat", eating welsh raobit amn
ngnoking Oronooka", they esazped from their disappointments by
forgetting them in counversstion. Lamb was s good listener.
3.7.C. probasbly first evolved the Musings then. As Lamb's phil-
osophy was similer to that of 5.%.Cs at the time, he thought
the wori, "the noblest poem in the lanpuage, next asfter Psra-

dise Loost". (Lowes, J.%L., p. 482, 8n.); Gillmen, p. 161.
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From Hope and firmer raith to perfeast Love
{p. 54, 1. 38)

3econd, this poem shows the poet's attitude toward Unitsrian~
ism, which wag et its peak in his thought from the yesr 1793,

at Frend's trial at Csmbridge, to the time of his roturn from
_ ‘ ' : ‘ 1
Germseny in 1799, when he bescsme grasduslly dissatisfied with it.

During the period of this poem he was exnlting Unitarisnism,
wltness the following lines;

The 1s one iind, one omuipresent liind,
Omnifi:, His most holy name is Love,
Trath of subliming import! with the

which
tTho feeds and ssturstes his aonstant soul,
He from this small orbit flies with blest

outstarting!
{». 55, 11. 105-109)

In 1794, Coleridge revised the lonody on the Death of
2
Chatterton (Campbell, v. 61}. At the time he was melanasholy,

and this poem i3 a refleation upon his own life.
Yant was no stranger to Coleridge. Hia livelihood depended vjpon
the produzrtion of his poems, At times he simpiy did not feel the

3
urge to write, and his family had to suffer from lazk of food.

l. Gillmen, p. 161. ,

2. rirst printed in the Christ's Hospltsl Dook, It wes revised
in 1794, snd printed ia Poems, 1834. This revision 1is more
autobiogrephiassl than the originsl.

3. Cfe 3.7.Cu's lotter to Poole, bezping for a lodping near him

&t 3towey, raussei, p.l4l. "The ghosts of Otwey snd Chstterton,
and the phantssms of a wife broken~hearted, snd & hunger-bit-
ten Baby! O, a Psther and a Husband must feel who toils with
his brain for unszertsin bresd."” It must be sémitted thst 3.7.0G
%was orone to exszgersation, snd slso wished to play upon
Poolé's sympathy, but there seems to be a basis of truth in
what he wrote. Cf. his letter to Cottle, Feb. 22, 1796, "30 I
am foraed to write for bread!"—— Cottle, p. 68&.
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But doubly strsange, where life is but s bresth
To sigh and pant with, up 7Tant's rugged steep.
{p. 61, 11l. 6-6)
Coleridge realized himself a genius, yet he was sonstantly
1

in want and nmisery.

I weep thet heaven-born Genius go shsll £all:

And oft, in Fasnay's saddest hour, my soul

Averted shudders at the poisoned bownl.

N {p. 61, 11. 26-29)
Is tnis the land where where Genius ne‘er in vain
Poured forth his lofty strain?
(1. 34)

Cottle remnried that there was s striking similsrity be-
tween Coleridge and Chatterton, with one 3soutrast, Chatterton
was neglested by the world and cherished by his fsmily, while
Coleridge was hsrbored by his friends (else he would probsbly

, 2

have starved to desth) snd neglented by his frmily.

Thy native got she flashed upon thy view,

Thy native zo0t, where still, st alose of day,

Pesae sniling sate, and listened to thy lay:

: {p. 62, 11. 88-88)

Coleridge reflested uoon his reazent follies, his term in
the Dragoons, his loss of fiary Hvans, failure to tske his de-
gree, his indolenze, eta., snd mapnifying them in his despondenay,
sympathized with the mentsl attitude of Chatterton, whiaoh asused
him to aommit suiside. ‘“he followinpg lines portrsy tae poet's

melaniholy.

1. 3sme letter to Cottle, "Oh, waywardé and des.ultory spirit
of genius! [1l gansi tnou brook a tagk-master!™, p. 69.
20 Sottla, Dae 78:



Poor Chatterton! farewell! of darkest hues
This cshaplet aast I on thy unshaped tomb:
But dare no longer on ihe ssd theme nuse,
Lest kindred woes persusde s kindred doom;
For oh! big gall-drops, shook from Folly's wing
Have blaakened the fair promise of my spring:
And the satern Fste transpiersed with viewless

dart
The 1ast pale Hope that shivered at my heart!

{p. 63, 11. 119-128)

 ‘Yhenever life tortured Coleridge, he fled to the unresl,
whioh was at this time, Pantisocrsay. Althouph the expedition
wasd never reslized in fsat, yet Coleridge often dresmed that
he were already living in paradise on the baunks of the Sus.jue-
hannsh. This poem, being one of melanaholy, the poet fled in
fanasy to Psntisosrsay.

- - e m ...~ ~ =0'er the osean suell
Jublime of Hope I seek the coitsged dell

Yhere Virtue galm with ssreless step mey atray;
And, dsncing to the moon-light roundelsy,

Tne ¥izsrd Passiins weave a holy spell!

0 Chatterton! that thou wert yet alive!l
Sure thou would'st spresad the senvess to the
gale,
And love with us the tinkling tesm to drive
O'er pemceful Freedom's undivided dale;s
(11. 137-140)

Coleridge renlized that he was only dresming, but unsble
. 1
to bear mentsl pain, continued his dresm as an opiate.

Alss, vain Phsntasies! the fleeting brood
0t ¥oe salf-solszed in her dresmy mood]
Yet will I love to follow the sweet dresen,

1. As Coleridge lived most of his life in isnay, it seems im-

- po3dsible to sepsrate, in 3some 38303, nis satusl exoerienses
from his dreanms, for the latter were resl to him.
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Yhere Sus-juehsnnsh pours his uniamed stream;
And on some hill, whose forest-frowning side
Faves o'er the murmurs of his gsalmer tide,
Y¥ill reise s solemn Cenotaph to thee,

Jueet Harper of time-shrouded Jinstrelsy!

Hnen Coleridge wrote Ismb in the form of =o pbem the letter,

To 8 ¥riend, Together with an Unfinished Poem (Csmpbell, p. 37),

¥

the poem whigh he ennlosed wsi most probably the Religious
1
fusings. To a Friend, being evnistolsry, is lsrgely suto-
2
blographigal.

Lemb's si3t:r was ill when Coleridree sent this poem to
3
him. Coleridge knew tnis, snd thinking .ivon it, his mind re-
4
3alled the loss of his own favorite sister, Anne (Hanay).
5
I too a8 gsigter had, an only Sister-—
She loved me dearly, =nd I doted on her|
"o her [ »nour'd forth sll my puny sorrows,
(43 s3iak Patient in his Hurse's srms)
And of the heart those hidden malsdiecs

1. Campbell thinss thast there is little doubt thst the poem in-
alosed was Keligious Musings. Yo a Friend wns first pub-
lisned in voems., 1796. It sould not have ncen written before
Coleridge had gone up to Bristol in early 17395,

2. If the noem en-zloased were Helisious Husinps, as was probable,
Coleridge did not believe with his hesxrt the religion whigh
his mind had formulated.

Thus far my sosnly brsin hath built the -
rhyme

Zlaborate and swellinz: yet the heart

Lot ouwus 1it.

70 a Friend, 1l. 1-3)

3. To_s Friend, lines 8-11. Lamb wrote to Coleridae June 10, 1796,
"I wad zlad to moet witih those lines you sent me when my dis-

ter was so 1ll1". Canpbell, pe. 573, from Ainger's Letters. I,17%

4, Cf. On 3eeing » Youth Affectionstely Telsomed 3By 8 Sister,
5. This was not his only sister, bul the only sister by his
“mother. John Coleridre had three dsughters by his first
wife, but these were much older then 3.%7.C., snd he never

looked upon them as sisters.
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That even from ¥riendship's eye will
ghrink asnamed.
0! I have woxe ai midnight, and have
sent,
B3c18u3e ghe wss not!
{11. 12-19)

0f 811 Coleridge's friends, Lamb remained gsonstsnt to him
the gresteat numvser of years, from grammar szhool, with ossas-
ionel spats, until Coleridget's death on July 25, 1834.1 Coler-
idge pled:ed his friendship in the following lines;

~ = = = % = @ = = « = = =« Cheerily, dear Charles!

Thou, thy best friend shalt sherish many

a year; {11. 19-20)

After he had returned to Bristol from London, Coleridge
had sontinued his suit with 35sra, and the wedding daste wss nesr-
ing at tho time of writing. Hope, sfter his reasent 6isillusion-
ment, was returning to hi with his coming marrisge. The follow-
ing lines expross thils hope;

3uzh warm pre3sgings feel I of high Hope.

For 1ot unimterested the desar iaid

I've viou'@w— ;
(11. 21-2B)

In 1795 Coleridge nrote Yo an Infant (Campbell, p. 44),
, 2
presumably to Lovell's young shild, his wife's nephewu. In

this scelection the poet sees in the infant's
HMigaellaneous

poems face his own likeness, realizing that he him-

l., Lemb wa3 so aftested oy the death of the poet that he did
not sllow himself to sttend the funersl. ILster he pressed
five guaineas upon the nurse for ner assre of Coleridge. 03-
gasionally he would exalsim in nis depression, "Coleridge
is deand. Coleridge is dead." Hazlett, T.C. Letters of Charles
Lamb. [I, 430-431, 1ln. .

2. Firat printed in Poems, 1796.
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: 1
self was gtill a bsby in imosense and simnliasity.

Asn's bresathing ministure! thou melz'st me
8ighe—
A babe art thou— and such e Thing sm [!
(11. 15-18)

About the same time he gomposed To tho Rev. 7T.J. Hort.

(Campbell, oo. 44-45).  One of the poet's dresms of Pantis-
: : ‘ 2
oerady 1is shown i the third stsanaa.

In Freedom's JIDIVIDED dell

There toil snd Heeslih with mellow'd
. Love ansll dwell,

Far frorm folly, far from men,

In the rude romantiz plen,

Jp the 31iff, snd thro the glade,

Tandering with the desr-loved maid

I 8hall listen to the lay,

And ponder on thee far away

{p. 45, 11l. 1-9)

- The Rev. Bowles was pserhaps Coleridge's grestest literary
influense while he was a2t the Hospital. He introduzed the
poet ' to the nature sonnets, and the gsopy of his sonnets, given
to Coleridge by iliddleton, 30 delighted the young poet that, .
being anablé to buy sdditional volumes, he set to work and
made more than forty asopies, within tge spanae of 8 year and

a half, wnish he gave to his friends. He intended to dediaate

the 1797 volame of his poems to Tilllam Lisle Bowles, sné wrote

l. Gillman refered uvon several oc3zasions to the 2nilélike sim-
plicity snd iunozensze of Coleridge. Gillmen, pp. 116,117,313,

2. Printed in Poems, 1796« {ilever republished) The Rev. Hort wsa
a msster at Dr. Hstlin's school daring 1794-1795.

3. Colsridge, S.. . Biogrsphia Litersria. id., John (. ietsalf,

Pe 8,




71

To the Hev. 7.L. Bowles (Camphell, p. 40} as the dedicatory
1

poem.

Hly ne=rt has thank'd thee, Bowles! for those
soft strains,
That, on thne btill air flosting, trembliﬂvij
ﬂak'd in me Fanay, Love, and Jympsthy!
{11. 1-3)

Afver Coleridge had groun sgzustomed to the different
environment of tie Zuondon sshool, he muddled his brain with
2
metaphys3iza “even vefore (his) fifteenth year™. AL this pere-
iod, the sonuets of 7illism Lisle Bowles pointed him to sn
appregiation of g:ud a love for external nature.
Taro! outh'“ gay prime sand thornless paths
I went
And, when une darker day of life vegsn,
sind I did roam, a thought-bewildered manl
Thg kindred Lays an healing solaze lent,

Kasch lonely pang with dreamy joys sombin'd

1. Campbell, p. 574, 60 n.

2. Bioa. 41t., 0D 9-10. "in ny friendless wanderings on our
Teavedays highly was I delighted, if sny »osssenger, espe-
3ially if'he uwere dressed in blaek would enter into agon=-
versation with me. For I soon found the means of direating
it back to my favorite subjeats

0f providenie, fore-knouledge, will, ané fnte,
¥ixed fate, free will, fore-knowledge sbsolute,
And found no end in wende ing mazes lost.
(— 3.7.C. quoted from
paradise Iinst,II, 559~
560, leteslf.)

This preposterous purudit B53. « » -injurious both to my
nstural powers, sud to the progress of my eduzation. It
would perhaps have becen destructive, had it been goutinued;
but from this [ was withdrswn. « . b; the genial influence
of a siyle of poetry, so tender and yet so mauly. « « 88
the sonmnets and early poems of !ir. Bowles."
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And stole from vain RI3HET her sczorpion stings:
Thile shsdowy PLIASURE, with nysterioas wings,
3rooded tne wavy and btwaultuous ming,

(ll- 5"'12)

In one of the poens conéerning Chatterton, On Observing

a Blossom on the Firsi of February, 1796 (Campbell, pp. 63-64),

Coleridpge gives the reader s little insight into the poet's
1
love of besuty and musiac. Coleridge sought refiuge, from his
2

azate sensitiveness, in abstraations. Hugis to the poet trans-
ported him deeper into the abstrazt. In the proposed stage

' 3
direstion of Osorio he msde use of the musicsl bacskground. He
—_— ‘ 4

hed a poetia joy in everything beautiful.
|
|

- =~ = = = = =~ - =~ ~ = Jin ainilitudes

Weaving in moral streins, I've 3tolen oune
hour

From anxious Jelf, Life's aruel taskmaster]

And thne warm wooin:s of this sunny day

remble aloug my Irsme and harmonize

whe attempered orgsn, thst even saddest
thoughts

dix witn somesweet sensations, like harsh
tune :

Played deftly on 3 soft-toned instrument.

The deaire for humble domestia iife as lesust ss sn idesl,
5
is demonatrated inTo—(Campbell, p. 64). e had been sublimely

1. Published in ¥atahman VI, April 11, 1796. Cf. the lonody
on the leath oFf Chnatuerton (Camphell, p. 61) -

2a 3ee LOWBS, 0D. 2it. Pe 45&)‘ 7 1. ' ’

3. Ibid, —

4, Pater, op. 23it. p. 89.

6, Wirst found in Commonplsce Book and sonsidered a fragment,
but reslly is a~Jomplote poois sote similarity in its theme
and that of Domeatis Pesae (Casmpbell, p. 33).

Tell me, on what holy ground
Ifay Domestiz. Peaze.be found

Enﬁa—asu:ageg V816 S1d Gutlise
The simplicity ideal 13 in keeping with Pantisoorstia principles,




happy living on bare neaessities st Clevedon. Then Yoole
offered him the possibility of moving to Stowey in a rude
sottage nesrhy, he esgerly accapted,'éxﬁ bezeed lite 8 ahild
: 1

thet Poole miaght aid him in proosurinz the home. After mov=-
ing into JStowey Ilesember 31, 1796, he wrote to Thelwall in an
unpublished letter ;-

My farm will be & garden of one s3re snd s half, in

whiah I nmean Lo raise vegetables sndé corn for myself

end wife, and foed s couple of snouted sousins from

the refuse. « o « I am not fitted for pudblia life;

yet the light sh=11l stresm to s _far distsnse from

the taper in my sottage window,
The following lines from the poem shov the poet's plessure in
the simple life;

I mix in life, snd lsbour to be fmece,

qith sommon persona pleased end cornon

things.
(11. 1-2)

After removing to Bristol, Coleridge dezided to edit a

periodiassl, The fJnstahman, whish was to be gold at four pense

a sopy. Joseph Cottle printed the form of the
3ejuenge of '

Lvents advertisement of the publication of the Wstch-
3
The TLloyd msn.
series

To supply 2t onse the plases of s Heview,

Hewspnper, snd Annual Registor.

N Yuesday, tha 13t of darsh, 1796, will
be published Joa. 1, price fourpense, of a Hisselleny, to
be continued every eighth day, under the name of,

THa Ialuibdall

37 Seaddon ©afa0d CUaaliiva
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1. Cf. Griggs, 2.5. Unoublished Letters of Coleridgse, I, 61,63.

2. Osmphell, o. SXXI-
3. Cottle, p. 75.
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This {issellany will be somprised in two sheels, or

thirty-two pages, olosely printed in 8vo. the type,

long primer.

de set dat in January getting subsoriptions, leoturing,
preashing, and tslking on the way. By various methods he man-
gged to interest about a thoussnd subserisers. But Coleridge
was not s journslist, and tne numbers sodn grew dull anéd un-
interestinz. He lost five hundred subsoribers at one time for
preaahing upou'a repulsive text.l Fallure to sppeer st dinner
and leazture engmsgements csused him to lose others, until he
3tood finally on the brink of bankruptay. Poole hed reslized
that the poet's venture would probsdly end in fsilure, and

gollaeoted a sum of forty pounds for his reiief. The aopiea

of The Wetihman beosme vslueless, and on ilay 13, 1796, his few

subsaribers road the lsst volume. The following is s guotation
by Cottle from the "Address to the resders of the Watzhmaen®
written on the last page of the finsl number;

This the l=3t Numoer of the Watshman.-— Hensefor-

nard I shall gease to ory the state of the Politi-

cal astmosphere. Vhile I express my gratitude to
those friends who exerted themselves so liberslly in
the establishement of this isgellany, I msy resson-
aobly be expeated to assign some reason for relinyuish-
ing it thus abruptly. “he reasson 1s short and satis-
fastory.—— The worik does not psy its expenses. 2

Upon Coleridge's reyuest Poole sent him s "horse of toler-

able meekness® and the dissppointed zhroniasler spent s few quiet

1. "7herefore my bowels shnll sound like a harp."— Issish XVI:

S 11.
2 Cottle, P 79.
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days at Stowey. "I rétired,“ gaid Coleridge, "to =2 oottage
at stbney. and provided for my scsnty maintenanse by writing
verses for s iondon Horning Paper. I ssw plainly that lit-
erature ﬁas not a profeasion by whish I 2ould expeat to live:
for [ oould not disguise from myself, that whatever my talents
might, or might not, be in sny other reapeats, yet they were
not of a sort that ocould enable me to besome & populsr wfiter."l
Ventures of newspaper work snd keeping sshool at Derby
failqd.z in July he paid & visit to his fsmily in Ottery.
Baring one of the poet's visits to Birminghem, while 3cl-
leoting subaarivers for tane Tatohmsn, he met Lir. Lloyd8, = bspk-
er. in the aity. Lloyd had s son, Cherles, who was brillisnt
and‘somewhat of a poet, but inoslined to be morbid. Chsrles
and Coleridge beosme friends, snd ir,., Lloyd proposed to allow
Charles to be 8 paying guest of the Bards. The pecuniary
bonefit was saffioient to permit the Coleridges to move from
Hedoliff-hill to Zingsdown in Bristol. Then Poole invited
Coleridge to move near him at 3towey, Lloyd went also. Kor

a while the group wes happy, then Lloyd was disaovered to be

viotim of violent epileatios fits. Coleridge nursed his friend

1. Gillman, p. 73. This refers to Coleridge’'s attitude after
moving to Stouwey.

2. 4rs3. =zvana of Darley Zvans wished him to keep school for
her aghildren. Her trustees would not permit. Jhe gave
3.9.%. ninety vounds and some baby z2lothes, of which he
wg3 goon So b2 in need. Cesmpbell, p. YXVIII.



76

1
end gradually sank into despondenay himaslf.

Coleridge wrote a series of three gonnets to his friend,

To a Young Eriend On His Proonoaing to Domesticaste with the

Author (Crmpbell, p. 67), Addressed to a Young Man of Fortune

Tho Abandoned Himself to sn Indolent snd Causeless Melsnzholy

(Carmpbell, p. 68), and Jonnet ({Campbell, p. 68},

To A Young Friend, as thne title indicates, wass written
2
in antiagipstion of Lloyd's "boarding™ with Coleridge. Coler-
3
idge aonatantly desired s msle companion as » bosom friend.

How more thsn swseet, if some dear friend
should hless
The adventurous toil, and up the osth

sablime

Now lead, now follow; the glsd landsospe
roand,

7ide and more wide, inareasing without
bound.

(11. 16-19)
Qoleridge enjoyed nothing better thsn to sondust a one-
8ided sonversation on philosophy with an intelligent friend
who was willing to sllow the poet to do all the talking.k Ye

looked forwsrd to sush conversation with Lloyd.

1. Cottle, pp. 98-108 et. passim. Lloyd was the cause of the
misunderstanding between Coleridge and Lamb. Later Lloyd
settled at Grasmere, near Jordsworth, and wsrote poetry and
a novel, Xdmund Olivexr, bssed upon the life of Coleridge
while in the Drsgoons. Lloyd died of inssnity nesr Ver-
sailles. Unpublished Letters, I. 62, lu.

2. Printed in »oems, 1797,

3. Southey, Lamb, ¥illiam Yordsworth, Thomas Poole, sné Joseph
Cottle were some of the other intimate male friends of Coler-
idge. It is impossible to estimate the infiuenae of ords-

worth upon the poet.




Ah! desrest youth! it were a lot divine
To 3heat our noons in morslising mood. .
. {11, 42-43)
He antiaipated 8 domestia unity, egually lovinz his wife,
3ars, snd his *brother’, Lloyd.
‘Yhore smiling with blue eye, Domestis Bliss
Gives this the Husbsnd's, thst the Brother's
kiss.
(11. 47-48)
The poet professed disregsrd for weslth snd fsme. Fhen
offered two thousand pounds to devote his time to the Courier

and the Morning Posi, ne rafused, ssying that a msn should not
l .
make over two hundred and fifty pounds s yesr. As g result,

he wass aonstantly s ward upon his friends, who prasotiselly
supported hii.
92'11 smile at wenlth, and learn to smile
at fame, R ‘
Qur hopes, our knowledpse, and our joys the
same, )
, (11. 66-69)
He plsmned to sazept Lloyd as one of the family.
Rekindling sober joy's domestio flame
They whom I love shall love thee,
honoured youth!2 ,
(11, 74-75)

Addressed to a Yodng fan and 3onnet heve no further suto-

biographiacal element than reflesting the relationship between

Lloyd and Coleridge.

l. Campbell, p. LI. ' .
2. These last lines were omitted in the 1803 edition after

the break between the two poets.
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During the summer of 1796, which proved so distressing
1

to Coleridge, Jaras wag nonfined with child. “hen she beasme

sautely 111, Coleridae fesred that one

Hartley Coleridae

Jeries who nmight have proved a "Newton or an
252103 2 A
Hartley", hsad been lost before his genius

had been realized. 3ut the pdet we3 mistaken in his fesrs,

and Hartley Coleridge wsa born September 19, 1796.

5 . ,
He wss

first nsmed David Hartley after a metaphysiasisn, whose philo-

sophis doatrines Coleridze favored at the time. 'Then the in-

fant was oshristened in 1803, the nesme was ahanged from David

Hartley to Hartley, simply, for by that time the poet disagredd

with the metaphysiazisn.

Affeated by the birth of his son, he aomposed three son-

nets on the svent, 3onnet on Reseivins s Letter Informing Me

of the Birth of a 3on (Campbeil. n. 66), Sonnet Composed on a

Journey Homewsrd (Campbell, pn. 66), and sSonnet to a Friend Tho

Asked How [ Felt (Csmpbell, p. 66).

Aeaeiving a letter, he hurried home (probsbly from Zirm-
4

ingham) to see his little son. His prsyer for the unexpested

5

infant is shown in the 3onnet on Reseiving g Letter.

1.

4,

Cf. nsomments on the Qde to tho Departing Year.
Coleridge to Hdwsrds, iar. 20, 1796. Unpublished Letters, I,49.

Ibid., In. et sl.. _
Coleridge to pPoolw, Aug., 1796. Unpublished Letters, I, 56-58.

- Coleridge wrote to pPoole from ilosely, nesr 3Birmingham, where
- he intended spendiag some time., Added to this, is the fant

- B

that Lloyd sasompsnied Coleridge nome.
First published in 3unplement to Bibliograophia Titeraris, 1847.
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Then they did preet me fsther, sudden
sue

Jeiph'd down my soirit; I retired snd
Enelt
Seeking the throne of prsae,

(ll- 1‘3)
Charles Lloyd asoompanied him home. 3teeped in melsnaholy,
he fanaiied that he would be éoanOJted with his infant's bier.

1
The 3jo:mmet Composed on s Journey Homeward expresses this fsnay.

0 my sweet bsby! when I ressn my door,

If hesvy looks should tell me thou art
desad,

(As sometimes, through exiess of hope,
I fear)

I think that I should strugzle to believe

Lhou wert a spirit, to this nether sphere

Sentenaed for some more venisl srime to
grieve;

Did*st saream, then spring to meet Heaven's
quisk reprieve,

%hile we wept idly o'er thy little Dbier!

(11. 7-14)

But he wa3s greeted with the baby, alive and hesalthy.
The 3onnet to a Friend 1is perhaps the most autcbiggrsphio

of the three poems. Coleridge beasme reflective as he regsrded
his son. He thought on his own 1ife and fosred for the boy.

All I had been, and sll my ohild might be!l (
' | | 1. 4)

fis fesrs, however, were lost in joy when he saw “he infsnt
at it3 mother's breast. The sight temporaril; sstisfied his
longings for domestis peaze, and made nim luvoK more Kindly on

3ara, not as s mate, but a3 the mother of his ghild.

l. Published in Poems, 1797. :
2. Printed in the apove volume. ‘*he name “"Charles"(l. 1) might
. refer to either Lloyd or ILsmb. Lloyd s2aompanied 3.7.C. home,
but the sonnet was sent to Lemb in a letter dated Nov., 1796,




30 for tne mother's sake the 1hild was desnr,
And desrer uaml3 tvhe mother for the 2hild.
(11. 13-14)

Joon after the first of Dezember the editor of the Csm~

bridge Intellipenser ssked Cbleriﬁge to write some lines on

the lest day of the yesr, "Rheumatis zom- .
The Qde On The o
Departing Yearl plaint seized on (his) hesad, snd countinued

to prevent the poetia 3ompoaitidn till with-

in the last three days“.z Then it was written in "“inoaonveni-
enge and distractién“. This distrsation was ptobsbly due to
his snxiety over Lloyd and his desire to retreatl to Stowey.

The Tatahman was on the verge of deasy, apd Coleridge
was nearins bankruptay. Xeenly disapnointed, he fled to
lsudsnum for relief. On Marah 12, 1796, he wrote to tﬁe Rev.
Edwards of Birminghsm, "Since I lagt wrote you, I have been
totterinz on the verge of madness— 3uach hés been my sitaation
for the 1last fortaignt—— I have been obliged to tske lsudsnuam
almost every night".5 |

Inareaeingiy from tnis time on Coleridge fled to opium
to "sop the Cernerus™, when he wes opbreased bg paig, whether

physis=l or mentsl. As matters beasme WOISe-— his wife preg-

nant, Coleridgs fesring misaenrrisge, five mouths weiting to

80

1. The Ode On the Departing Year was published in the Csmbridge
78).

Intelligenser, bea. 31, 1796 (Unpublished Letters, I.
2. Letter from Coleridge to Poole sent with the poem. Csmp-
- bell, p. 586,
3. Unpublished Letters, I, 45-46.
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be fed (3ars, her mother, her litile brother, George Burnet,
and himself).l and heing forzed to write regardless of in-
spiration in order to obtein bread-- Coleridge bsasme almost
aalloused to misery., "™Misery is sn srtiale", he wrote to
Zdwards, “"whish every Merket is glutted with, that it 2an no-
where be encourasged es an import."g After Poole's gollestion
in the behalf of the poet, the Rev. J.P. Katlin also aollescted
gome fifteen guineas to aid him. Later the olergymen snnuelly
gathered a sam to he giéen him go thst he might ™mount his i,
Pezaaus” st his leisuﬁe and not be tightly pinched b, ﬁant.u
4ith the reseipt of the money and the soming of Lloyd’into
his hoasehold, bringing financial aid, thé poet's enthusiasm
revived, and ae soon férgot his former woes. Bat Lloyd's epi-
iepsy was disaovered, uwith the 3oﬁsequeﬁce that Coleridge ues
again thrown into desbair. Hentally apset, the poet resorted’
to his newly found retrest, opium. 3He wrots to Cottle that
he was taking “1audanum}every four hours, 25 drops eash éosé"?
Charles Lloyd ahould be sent home, he ressoned. 3But if he were,
Coleridge would loso both a friend and sn insome, whiash he
sorely needed. “Yhile under the effeats, snd sfter-effeats of

laudanum, whizh he freely used during this meants1 zonfliat,

he suffered horrible nightmares. 5tanza Vi of the Cde desaribes

1. Coleridge to ZFduardas, israh 20, 1736. 1, 47-49.

2. Ibid., I, 48. (Unpublished Letters)

3. Coleridge to 2oole, Jovemper Lo, 1796. Ibid., I, B2.
4, Coleridge to Cottle, Hovember, 1796, Ibig. I, 69.
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his reastion to one of these dresams.

The volase hnd aesged, the vision fled:
7el 3till I gssped snd reeled with dresd
And ever, when tne dresm of night
lenews the phantom to my sizht,
Cold swest-drops gather on my limbs;
y esrs throb hot; my eye-balls start;
Xy brain uwith horrid tumult swimg:
¥ild 1is the tempnest of my heart;
And my thisk snd strupgpling bresth
Imitates the toil of destn!
Ho atranger apony onfounds
The soldier on the war-fileld spread
Then all foredone with toll and wounds,
Death-like he dozes smong heaps of

dead! _
(Tnhe strife is o'er, the day-ligzht fled,
Aad tae nignt-wind slscours hosasrsel.
3ee! the starting uwretch's head
Lies pillowed on a brothert's aorsel)l

(p. 80, 11. 103~120)

Coleridge had exnressed g deaire to live near 2oole st
3towey, not wishing to be sonfined longer in Bristol. Poole
wrote him that a rude house wss nearby, but it was slmost un-
fit for habitation. The poet hegged for it, sayinzg that he
must give up the home he then oassupied by Christmas day.2 He
wished to go to farming on a small siasle et 3Stowey. Poole wrote
that he thoughtvit best‘for Coleridge to remain in 3Bristol where
he had aqgiess to thellibrary. Coleridge snswered with two let-
ters, one rational, logiaally setting forth his ressons for
desiring to aome to 3towey.ﬂtha other sn emotional onslsught

3
to whiah Poole surrendered,

l. Jote the similarity to Pains of Sleep. Campbell, p. 170.

2. Coleridpge to Poole, Dezemoer, 17Y%. I, 63.

3. 0f. Coleridge, 2.7., @d., Letters of Samuel Taylor Coleridae,
I, 184-193, Coleridge wrote botn letlters on the ssme day,
Tesember 12, 1796.
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Coleridge bogan the work on the Cde on the twenty~fifth
of Dejember and publisned it on the last doy of ITesember, 1796,
when he moved to Jtowey..

He sntisipated forming for o living in the followiug lines
from the poen;

I anpertaiking of the evil thaingz,

¥ith daily orayer and deily toil

3oliaziting for food my saanty soil, 5

Have wailed my 2o0untry with a loud Lament.

(11. 1854-187)

Thus Coleridge passed from an unzertain period in his
aareer to two years of hasppiness and srestiveness in stowey
witn a1l of its associations. During these years he bloomed

poetically into rare besuty, and faded.

1. Canpbell, p. ZXXI.
2. This i3 one of Coleridze's best political poems.
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YHE SEOTLY PLRLOD
(1797-1798)
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Coleridge and his family settled comfortably nesr Poole
at Stowey. The home was not =3 bad as Poole had desaribed it.

It was loaated at the foot of the Juan-~

To the Heverend
George tosks, with the beauty of the hills in the

Coleridge

baakground. The besuty of the sountry
: . 1
had attrascted the poet the previous summer. A glesr stresm

flowed 1in front of the door. 3ehind the house was a well snd
a kitaohen garden, and the building wag shaded by a larpe lime
tree, whioch formed s sort of bomer. This beosme the poet's
garden house.

Coleridge expressed his satisfsotion with the plsce in
2
a letter to Cottle.

Hy dear Cottle,

Wo arrived ssfe. Our house is set to rizhts,
We are-all-— wife, bratling, snd self, remarksbly
well. #r3. Coleridge likes 3towsy, and loves Thom-
a3 Poole and his mother, who loves her. A sommuni-
astion has been made from our oraghsrd into T. P2oole's
garden, and from thense to Cruikshenk's, a friend
of mine, snd s young married man, whose uife is very
amiable, and she and Jsra are slready on the most
sordial terms; from all this you will sonzlude we

1. 37,0, .idealiged this stream; in reality it was a gutter.
2. Uottle, pc lOOo : '
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ﬂrehﬂppy.oco..o.
God bless you,

During theose first few months he was prepsring his seaond
volune of poetry, whish he was to dedisste to his brother,
Rev, George Coleridge. upon the suggpestion of cattle.l George
had been almost a father to him.g eand hed been instrumentsl
in getting him a discharge from the Dragoons. The process of
revising ﬁhe poetry wes slow, and it wes only sfter mush de- |

lay that the volume was finally published.

The poet had begun to mature, snd To the rev., George Coler-

1dze (Campbell, p. 81) marked his first realization of growth
as a poet.5 |

All hsd not gone well ét Stowey; there were, even there,
a few distresses. TLloyd was suffering from his disease, Georgs
Burnet was siak with jaundiae, end the family was in finsn-
aial strsits; whigh were partislly relieved by funds from Mr.

Lloyd.

1. Ibid., pn. 72.

2. Upon his visit home in July, 1796, his mother greeted him
lovingly, his brother 3eorge with joy and tenderneQQ, and
his other brothers with "affeotionate civili*‘" Csmpbell, p.

XXVIII.
3. Pirst printed in Poems, 1797, with the insoription, Lediastion

(To the Rev., Goorge Goleridge). Seversl sonnets from Cherles
Lamb were ingerted. Lloyd also added to the volume those poems
of his own whish he jonsidered worthy. An intereosting index to
the motives of 3.%.C. i3 given in the Prefsgse to the Seaond
Bdition, Campbell, p. 540, "Poetry has been to me ‘it3 own ex-
_secding great rewsrd'; it has soothed my afiflistions, it has
maltiplied and refined my enjoyments:; it hss endeared soli-
tude; and it has glven me the habit of wishing to diszover.
the good snd the beautiful in 211 that meets snd surrounds me,"
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George had been appointed Viasr asnd teassher of Ottery 3t.
Hary, his father's chsrge, snd his home. The family was gather-
ed sbout him, while 3amuel wss many miles away.

A blessed lot hath he, who having psssed

His youth and early manhood in the stir

And turmoil of the world, retrests at
length :

L ] L] . L 2

nhe;auhis.f;tﬁe;

the same éwéliiég'
duwelt;

- L] L] L ) - [ J > L ]
[ )

To

] - Ld L 2 L] L 3 * ]

\d L] L ] * » * -

e & @

- L]
- * L * - - - » * L *
-

Juoh, O my esrli-

o3t friend!
Thy lot, and aush thy brothers too enjoy.
(11: l’lO)
Samuel had been taken from his home when he was nine yesrs
old, and whenever he thought of home, he agsin regretted having
been torn swsy sSo youngz.

To me the Zternsl Visdom hath dispensed
A different fortune and more different

Mming -

e from the spot where first I sprsng to
light

Too soon trsnsplsnted, ere my soul had
fixed

Its first domestia loves: ~
(p. 82, 11. 15-19)

The poet was married sand had his own family sbout him at
Stowey. His friendships were, in many cases, the results of
shanae. But for some of his friends, as we have ststed before,

1
he would have been ill-provided for.

1. Zstlin proaoured an snnuel gift for him. Tom axd Josish Jedg-
wood, after offering him 1003 to-give up the pulpit and de~
vote pnimself to literasture, whion he reluztsntly dealined,
gave him an snnuity of 180% for life. 5.7.C. acaepted, and
his ministerial oareer ended. Unpublished ILetters, I, bt4n.
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Chasing ohanne-~3started friendships. A
brief vhile
.Jom® have preserved me from life's pelting

ills:
(11. 20-21)

Through the aid of Thomss Poole, Stowey was opened to him
as a8 home for his family, snd he wass grateful for the new friend-
ship.<

. . e+ o +But, 8ll praise to Him
Wbo givea us all thiungs, -more have ylelded
. .me . :
Permanent shelter- and beside ong friend,
Beneath the impervious sovert oi one oai,
['ve rsigsed a lowly shed, snd know the
nsmes
0f Husbsnd and of Father:

(11. 30-35)

To be loved was part of Coleridge's nasture. His brother
george alone wstihed over him as o fsther and had psatiense with
nis vegsries. He appreizisted his brother's affeations,‘ét the
Same time regretting his salienstion from the family.

Hy soul is gsd, that I have rosnmed through

life
3%ill moast a strenger, most with neked heart

At mine own honme ond birth-plaae. 3h16fly

then,
(11. 40-42)

#hen 1 remember thee, nmy earliest friend!

"hee, who didst watanh my boyhood and my
youtn:

Didat trase my wsnderings with a father's
aye:

And boding evil yet still hoping good,

Aebuked eash fault, and over sll my woes

Sorrowed in silenae!
(11. 43-48)

Jtowey, although 8 rude home, had a wesutiful setting.

The orshard wes s favorite with the poet, snd the sprending
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Lime treeo, whish shaded the house was =2 favored haunt.

Or, when s8s now, on scme deliasious eve,

Te in our sweet sejuestered orshsrd-plot

31t on the tree arooiied earth-usrd:; whose
0ld voughs,

That hsnag above u3s in an asrborous roof,

' (11. 56-58)

It 1s juite probable that George listened to the Bard's
firat attempts at poetry and smiled st the errors. In this
poem, the poet resopgunizes his growth =3 8 poet.'and ssks his
brother's reasognition of hisg aohievement, and patience at his

erratic life.

Jor dost not thou sometimes reassll those hours,

Then with the joy of hope thou gavest thine
ear

To my firstiling-laya. Sinsce then my sona

Hoth sounded Geeper nNoiesS, « « o » o

s o s e o o« o s s o These various strains,
Hhish I have framed 1in many s various
mood,
Agaept, my Brother! snd {(for some perahanae
711l strike disoordsnt on thy milderx
mind)
If aught of error or intemporate truth
Should meet thine esr, think thou thst
riper age ,
¥i1l oslm it down, =and let thy love for-

give it!
{11. 62-end)
Coleridge was vory fond of his bower snd somposed in it.

On June 19, 1797, he wrote to Cottle:

Charles Lamb will probsbly be here in sbout s fort-
night, Could you not asontrive to put yourself in
a Bridgewster soach, snd Thomas Poole would fetah
you in a one horse shaise to 3towey. That delight

would 1t not give us.

lo Ccttle, PDe 149"‘1530
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Cottle wss unable to sacept the invitstion at the time,
but snortly after, haviig business in Stowey, he visited Coler-

idge. Coleridge showed him the home, the
This Lime Tree
Bowar garden, snd the ps3ssge ways boltween the gar-

Uy 2rison

dens. Then he sonduasted his guest to the

“Jasmine Hsrbour" (Lime Tree 30wer). There, with Poole and
Lloyd, they lunahed on "deliszious bread snd aheesé, surmounted
b7 a-brown mug of true Tauuton aleﬂl | |

It was unfortunate that Cottle had not some on the dste
for whish he was invited, for Charles and his uister lary were
there at the time. During 7ordsworth's stay, Just a few days
boefore, 3ara had sac:i:identally spilled boiling milk on Coleridgze's
foot, seslding it, snd rendering it impossible for the poet
to waik‘aﬁodt;g Th&s\iﬁ happenad that he uss éonfineé to his
bowner while hiS guoeats strolled avbout the neighboring sountry.
Upont this ozassion he wrote This Lime Tree Jower My Prison

3
(Calﬂpbell, De 32).

1. Ibid.,, p. 100,

2. Lowes, an. 21t. p. 24.

3. Printed ftirs3t in the Annusl intholosy, 1800, under the title
"This Lime Tree Bower iy rrison, A& Poem, addressed to Charles
Lamb of the India House, London", (Campbell, p. £591). There
sesms to he doubt, however, if Mary snd Charles Lamb were
at Stowey upon this oazsnaion. L.H. Coleridpge atates emphati-
zally that, "My Friends™ does not rofer to Charles and Hsry
Lemb, but to ¥illiam and Zorothy Jordsworth. "Mary Lemb
wa3 not and 20uld not have been st that time one of the
party.® ZIetters of Jsmunel Taylor Coleridge, I, 225-226,fn 4.
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Jell, they are gone, snd her must I remsin,

This lime-tree bower my prison!

(11. 1-2)

Lambo and.his gigter, lary, had suzlessfully borne s grest
triasl. Both had suszumbed to inssnity =nd haé triumphed over
it. Charles uworked st tﬁe indis Qouae for an snnual inasome
of about g ﬁundred pounds. His fsther had sunk into imbeaility,
and folt neglested if Lamb d4id not spénd ail df hiS‘t&me after
work playing aribbage with him. ZLamdb gsoniejuently hsd given
ap writing snd devoted his time to his father;l Hery had waited
upon their invslid mothsr, who had sppeared cold and ungrateful.
The reasons of both brother snd sister had neen on the verge
of besoming unbalsnzed. [Jary had brokenunder the strain first,
and had made an attsck on her apprentice with 2 knife. Chsarlea
and the invalid mother hsd interposed. Before Cha;les aounld
séize the uweapon, it hsd saiidentglly found its way into the
vitsls of the mother, asusing her death, Hary had been removed,
exonerated, but nad been gonfined in the asylun st Islington,
Zven while the 3oroner was trying the agase, Lemb had been forased
to play aribvage with his father. Several days 1atér, the wske
had been held and wnen twenty people had frolisked in the be-
reaved home, Lomb's resistansze hsd snapped. He had fled to
His mqfher's soffin sad had sank upon his knees in miseiy.

He had written to Coleridge sseking somfort, pouring out his

1. Cf., To a Friend Who Dealsred His Intention of 7riting No
Mors 2o0etry (Csmpbell, p. 69).




heart to him. Coleridge had replied in deepest sympathy, ex~-
horting Christian ¥aith, snd hsd begped Charles to aome to
him for shelter. Lamb had refused, sutting himself off from
everything apart from religion to whish he had fled. He had

won his battle. Msry had rezovered her sanity, snd the imbe-~
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gile father had died. Brother snd sister had started life over

again, devotel to each other. ILamb had begun to write poetry

anew, snd when the 1797 volume was published, his works had
1
been insluded.

Lemb was at heart a lover of nature, but had been con-
fined in the oity to provide s living for the fomily.

- e« o o o« Yesa! they wander on

In gladncss gll: but thou, methinks,
moat glad,

iy gentle~hearted Charles! for thou
hast pined

And hungered sfter Neture, many a yesar,

In the great City pent, winning thy
way

With sad yet patient soul, through evil
and pain

And strange oslamity!
(11. 26-32)

Coleridge paid trivute to the faith of Lemdb at the time,
snd lster in 1820. Jpeaking of Lamb, he said:

Utterly unlike sny or sll of his sontemporsries,
having had his lot sast in hsrd plaages, he yet by

s sweetness, sn unsomonlainingness the very opposite,
however, of torpid sorrow or resignation, had fnsh-
ioned for h%mself s happiness, a well-being peanlisr-
1y his ouwn.

1. 0f. Ceime, Hall, Life of Ssmuel Taylor Coleridge, pp. B0~
58, et. passinm. 7
2. Allsop, Letiers, Conversations, snd Recolleotions of Ssmuel

Coleridge, p. 33,
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That Nature ne'er deserts the wise and pure:
(1. 60)
Lamb was always dear to Coleridge, but perhsps no one in-
fluenaed his poetis growth more than Wordsworth snd his sise
ter. The impaat between the two poets stimulated Coleridge

to oompose several immortal poems, Chris-
Lyriocal Bsllads B

tabel, the Rhyme of the Ansient Hariner,

and Zubls Zhan.

By the year 1797 Coleridge had attraated some notice in
literary airolesa., 7illiem Wordsworth hsd published nothaing

better known than the lesoriptive Sketshes, which were re-~

garded a3 immature. But Coleridge saw in ‘Tordsworth s grest
poet. HEarly in 1737, composSing some verses in Jordsworth's
honor, he seizaed the opportunity of'méeting hin by tsking the
poems to Rascedoun, where Jordsworth was living witn his sister
Loxothy.

The meeting was fortunate. It was not anususl for Coler-
idge to snénare the affeaticns of those whom he met, but it
was unususl that the ability of one poet should be the comple-
ment of that of the other. Both men were iHepublisans, or nesr-
1y 30. Both had the love of the Romanti2 for nature, Jords-
worth ssw nature, snd Coleridge felt it. Tordsworth was an
individusliast, suablime, silent, and meditative. Coleridge was
philosophic, etherinal, intellaatual. fan:iful, and inspired. “he

two seemed naturslly to blend together. Coleridge sew in %ords-
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worth a man of power upon whom he might lesn, snd Yordsworth
was enrished by Coleridge's songeption of an Zver-Present God
in nature. An insight into the differenages of taeir poetiaal
aharaater is given in the seying that Tordsworth liked to som-
po3e while walking down = smooth straight road, while Coler-
idge preferred asomposing while stumbling along a rough hilly
one.

Vordsworth's greatest sontribution to the unicn wes not
himself but his sister. She was eleatriec in her sensivilities,
being the eyes and ears of her brother, and later of Coleriage;
Her peraeption and depth of sympathy, as well as her saute
sense of observation are seen in a gursory glance into her
Journal. Coleridge's finest nature was drawn to her, and her
able aritioism molded his poetis growth.

Dorothy appraised Coleridge in detail, and wrote agfrov~
ingly of him to a friend who hsd regently left Ragedoun,

You had 38 »rosl loss in not seeing Coleridge. e

. is s wonderful man. His ogconversstion teems with

souly; mind, and gpirit. '"Then he is so benevolent,

30 good-tempered andé gheerful, and like William, in-

toerests himself 30 nuch sbout every little trifle.

At first I thought him very plsin, that is, for sbout

three minutesa:; he is psle, thin, hass s wide mouth,

thiosk lips, and not very good teeth, longish, loose-

growing, half-gurling, rough, blask hair. 3But if

you hesr him speask for five minutes, you think no

more of them. His eye is large asnd full, snd not

vary dark, but grey, sush an eye a3 would regseive

from a heavy soul the dullest emotion of his animated
mind; it has more of *"the poet's eye in a fine frenzy

1. LiemOirS, Pe 99,
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rolling® than I ever witnessed. He has fiie dsrk
eyeovrows, and an over-hsnging forehead. -

Coleridge was equslly impressed b; Iorothy. He wrote to
Cottle conzerning her,

In every motion, her most innosent soul outbesms so
brightly, that one who saw would say,

"Guilt was & thing impossible in her",
Her informastion various. Her eye watohful in minat-
est observation of nature: snd her taste, s perfeast
eleztrometer. It bends, protrades, and draws in
at sabtlest besauties, snd nmost resondite faalts.i

Both men were writing tragedies, and during Coleridge's
2
visit they read and cgritizized thenm. The ﬁordsworths were

at Jtowey nbout the time the Lime-Tree Bower Hy Prison was

written. It was during their stay that Jara spilled the hot
milk on Coleridge's foot. In their walks sbout Stowey, Lor-
othy and Willism oceme in sight of Alfoxden, with its besuti-
ful enviroument, and uwished to move there. Through the ser-~
vizes of ''homass Pools, t:ey were sble to rent the large house
on the eatate,

On July 17, Just three days after Wordsworth end his sis-
ter had moved td Alfoxden, Citizen Thelwsll srrived st Stowey.

He was a Hepublicsan and had just been released from prison

1. Jordsworth was writing The Borderers, and J.T.l. ®was busy
with Osorio, whiah sheridsn of Lrury Lsne Theatre hsd ssked
him to write. 7hen it uss sent to Jhoridan, he disrogarded
it. Later through the influenze of Byron, who held an in-
terest in the thester, it was sucaesstully produszed under
the title, Hemorse.

2. Coleridge had leatured and preacheé sgsinst the ministry,

- and Tordawortn wag known to have sympsthized with the rev-
olationists while in Fran3se.
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where he had been gonfined on & sharge of tremson. The govern-
1 :
ment besame suspioious of the trio of reformers and sent spies

to listqn‘to Their conversation. The task, houwever, was fruit-

leas, for Thelwall was 8o plessed with the sountryside that
A 5 .
he was inolined to forget politias.

In the summer of 1737 the Coleridges were agsain suffering
reverses. Lloyd was no lonper with them, snd with Lloyd went
the eighty pounds whizh his father psid annually for his board.
Coleridge urote to Cottle in 1737.

Zvery mode of life whish has promised me bresd and

aheese, has been one after another, torn sway from

me, but God remsins., I have no immediste peaunisry

distress, having recgeived ten pouwuds from Lloyd.

I employ myself now on a vook_of morals in ansuer
to Godwin, and on my tragedy.®

About leptember & the tragedy (Qrsorio was 2omnleteé to
the fifth a2t, snd Coleridge travelled to Shaftesbury to show

it to his idol, Bouwles. ror some rea3on, the two poets failed
4
to be wholl; z20ngenial.

In Hovember 1797, Uoleridge and the “fordsworths set out

l. Coleridge had lectured snd preached asgainst the ministry,
and Jordswortn wad inown to have sympathized uwith the revo-
lutionigts while in ¥ranae.

2. Memoirs, o. 105. “helwall uwas tne indirezt gesuse of Torda-
wortn's removal froin slfoxden. The gsountry folk aould not
undexrstand the group of Aomantists and asked tnst Alfoxden
be releagsed to aome other psrty. Thia was done.

3., Coleridge to Cottle, Cottle, pn. 102, Thisg letter Lenrs the
date,"3towey, 1736", but Yordsworth wss mentioned in the
letter, and Cottle remnrked in a note that the Lake Poet
was at Alfoxden st thne time. Obviously, the éste was meant
to be"3toney, 1797".

4. Cf. Campbell, p,:KXXVII.
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to Linton and the Valley of 3Stones. Isaking suffisient funds
to asover the neizessnry exvenses of the tour, they dezided to
defray expenses by the publisstion of 2 poem, whizh was to be

valued at five pounds and to be sent to the Hew Monthly Haga-

zine for publisation. As they strolléd slong the jusntoak
hills toward Watchet, they pianned the poen.

It was based upon s dream of Cruikshank‘s.l but the great-
er part of the poem was the fsbris of Coleridge'’s imsgination..

Jordswortn had been reading Shelvoak's Voyages, and suggeated

the theme of the Albatroas as the nsutiocal omen of good, and
the slaying‘of the bird as a "arime againat nature". The Lske
Poet slso furﬁished the lines, |
And listens like s three yeais' ahild:
The ljariner hath his will.
(p. 95, 11l. 15-16)

Late in ﬁhe avening, sfter planning the poem for several
‘hours, Wordsaoith realized thet his ideaé and those of Coler-
idge, regarding the poém, aonflizted, and proposed that Coler~
idge finish the ballaé alone.

After a few days they returned home by'Bulverton.z

As the ballad oontinued to grow, they foressw thet it

gould not be bublished in the Monthly Magezine. It wss decided

to insornorate it in a volume of poetry to be Jointly written

and oompiled vy the two poets.\ This volume, to be 2sllied "The

1. 4 friend of Coleridge, and the agent at Hether 3towey.
2. Cf. itemoirs, op., 107-108 et. psssgim.
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Lyrical 3Ballads, was first sonzeived as the two neighbors welke

ed together in the nesrby hills dissussing the nature of poetry.
The blehding of light and dark shades, of like snd unlike jusl-
ities, in nsture asused them to wonder if sush mizht not slso
be the essenze of good poetry. This marked sn epoah in the
poetic life of hoth men, partiszalarly in thst of Coleridge,

for the Lyrical Ballsds embodied some of his prestest poetry.

In this volume Coleridze wuss to vrite of the suvernstursl as

representing phenomena whiah were gonseivasble in aommon life,
snd Jordsworth was to write of the natursl as tinted by the

chsrm of the metaphysiasl world. The Lyricsal 7Bsllads indiocated

the union of the tuwo personalities.

On Masron 23, 1798, the bsllad had been completed and Coler-
1
idge took il to.the Vordsworths at Alfoxden. Dorothy sseid in

her Journal for this day:
Coleridpe dined with us. He brought his belled fin-
jshed. Ye walked with him to the iiner's house. 4
besutiful eveining, very starry, the horned mcon.2

The Rime of the Anaient‘ﬁarinerL(Campbell. p. 95) is dis-

it
tinative in Coleridge's poetry. IJothing lixke has appesred be-
fore or sinse. Based upon imagination, it is the result of

synthesis of sn enormous ammount of resding, pertisularly of

——

7 98— f Doro-
1. The noem was finished Kebrusry 18, 1798 {Journals o .
thy Yordgworth, I, l4n. The Zditor sited Cottle, J., Harly
Refleitiona, I, 307 as s referense).
2. Ibid,.
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1
works of travel,

The hallad, being a sreature of the mind, is not highly
aatobiographia. Several lines, however, suggest that they may
have had their origin in experienize.

7nile Coleridge wsé et Stowey, Thomas Poole added a large
bagoon to the Churzh Cﬁoir.2

The Wedding Guest hore beat his breast

For he heard the loud bsssoon.

(1. 32)

The poet, wiile 2limbing 2 hill with a 3ollege friend,

beoame extremely thirsty, to the extent that his mouth wa3 So

parzhed he begame dumb. Luzkily, a small spring of water wues

found under s stone. Later the friend ssild to Coleridpe, "You

grinned like an idiot."

It osaurred to the poet that his friend, who had suffered
3

3imilarly, had done the ssme,

With throat's unslaked, with blaok 1ips
baked, :
Agane they hesrd me asll: :

Grammexray! they for Jjoy did grin
. ‘ (p. 99, 11. 162-164)

Coleridge was often oppressed by rheumetism and other

1. John Livingstoue Lowes in the Hoasd to Xanadu has made an

exhaustive study of this bsllad and Kubla Khan:. )
2. Camppell, p. 537, from ssndford, L. Poole and His Friends.

I, 247.
o« " Bt 1inz for Joy in that poem (the Ansient
3. "I took thnouzht of grinning e e o momren

Mariner ) from my oompsnion's (Berdmore
) t ; { Penmeenmaur snd were nesrly

-glimhed the top o nels L
' Paylor Coleridpe. Vole V {Coleridge, s.il., "Biographical

Supplement”, p. 619 fn.).
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pains whieh wras«ed his body and kept him awske at nights.

1
This may have had some bearing on the following;

Oh sleepl it is a gentle thing,

Beloved from pole to pole!

To Hary «ueen the praise be given!

Jhe sent the gentle sleep from Hespen,

That slid into my soul.
: (pe 102, Part v, 11, 291-29%)

The Foster fother's Tale (Csmpbell, p. 83) 2an not be

proved definitely sutobiographias, but there are sertain lines
x)

in it whish remind the reader of events in the poet's life.

The presoaity of Coleridge has been pointed ouat esrlier
in this pspor. It has boen noted thst as a boy he "resd, read,
read" every book he gould obtain. He resd greedily the two
books sllowed him eszh day by s library in Zondon.

30 he bessme a very lesrned youth
But Onh! poor uwretahl-~ he read, and

read, and read,
Till his brain turned— and ere his

twentieth yesr, v
He hsd unlawful taoughts of many

thinga. -

{p. 84, 11. 41-44)

The poet's conversational sbility won him meny friends.

But yet his speesh, 1t was so soft aud

gueet, (1. £7)

1. cf. Pains of 3leep, p. 170.
in metsphysiaos snd in theologizsl ontroversy", Biopraphis
Literaris, liod. Zesd. Jeries, p. 9. _

o 5ponks With mash elegsnie and enerzy, snd unzomnmon faoil-
{tye® Campbell, o. XXI n, from 3snford, op. oit. I, Chapter
717" Cf. also Lamb, Christ's Hoapital Fivé and Thirty Yesrs
Ago, “Inspired Chsrity-boy". e e

T%g poém gipearea in éll ‘ho editions of the Lyrigsl Ballads.
It was taken from Aot IV of Zemorse.

o
)
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Pantisooraay was a dresm whigh dled slowly in the barée,
The following lines obviously have referense to this idesl.

Tho sung » doleful song abvout green
‘ fields,
And gmeel 1t were on lalke or wild
Savannah ' o
To hunt for food, and be a naked man,
And wzyder up and down at liberty.
, {11. 61-6b)

3o0on after they srrived in that new

world,
In apite of his dissussion, seized 8 boat,
And sall slone, seot sail by silent moon-

- light :

Up 8 great river, gresat as any sea,
And ne'er was heard@ of more; but 'tis

sipposed,
He lived and died. 2monz the savage man.

' ‘ (11. 76-81)

Lhe Dungoon (Campbell, p. 85), slthongh it is an indisa-
tion of the poet's faith in Love and Bosuty as agents of ro-

form, was not drawn from experience.

The Nishtinssle (Csmpbell, p. 131) has been rightly called

a “converaatiqn Poen", for it exemplifies tgo type of conver-
sation whioh delighted the poet, monologue, The poem gives
an insight into the sommunion between the three friends and
nature. The setting is nesr Alfoxden. There 1s a marked dif-
férence potween the depth of nature perseption in this poem

aﬁd that of the eariier neture poems. This is larpely due to

1. Entitled, The Wightingnle; A Conversational Poem. Fritten
in April, 1790, 7nis poem was plased in the Lyrigol Bollacs
2t tne last moment as a substitute for Lowti.

Lispany
UNIVERSITY i RICHMOND
VIRGINTIA

R,
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the fazt that Coleridpe in the Nightingolo was looking at natare

through the eyes of loroth. Tordaworth.
The somnaunion of the trio with noture iz sugrested in the
following;

iy Friend, and thou, our Jister! we
nave learnt -

A difforent lore: we may not thus
profane

dature's sweet volees, always full of
love and joyance!

"My Friend" is, of gourse, Tilliam Wordsworth, and "our
Sister™, Dorothy Tordsworth.
Hear 3towey wa3 an old desérted aaotle to whizh the noet
refera.

s « o » & » And I know a grove
large extent, hard by a 2astle huge,

ot {11, 49-50)

A aasual zlanae into Dorothy's Joarnal reveals her knomAI
ledze of nataie. Conglder her entry for January 25, 1798,
written at Alfoxden:

¥ant to pPoole's after tea. The sky spresd over
with one asontinuous aloud, whitened by the light

of the moon, wihlah, thcuzh her dim suaps was 3een,
did not throw forth so strong s light as to oheyuer
the esrth with shadows. At onse the olouds seoemed
to oleave ssunder, =md left hexr in the 3?ntre of )
blaok-blue vault. she sailed along, foliowad by
maltitudes of stars, small, and bright, snd Shnfp'l
Their brightness secmed sonagcntrated, (half-moon)e

Goleridpe may aamve bsea thiniing of this when he wrote

the lines,

e o o = o o « A most gentle ﬁai?,
Yho dwolletn in her hospitsble nome

1. Dorothy JVordsworth's Journal, I, 4.
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Hard by the sastle, and at latest eve
L * * * * * - L > - * * » L [ L L] o *

- L L L 4 * L] L - L 4 L] LS L » L] * . &

That gentle Maid! and oft, s noment's

3page,

Yhat time the moon was lost behind =
.Qloud,

Hatin hessd a pause of silense; till the
Qo1 . ’

Emerging, hath awakéned earth aﬁd sky
With one gensation,
{1l1. 69-79)
David Hartley brighteﬁed the poet's life. In seversl
of his letters he spesks in terms of deepost sffeotion for

his son. In the QommOnplaée Booix he notes;

‘Hartley fell down and hurt himself. I eaught hinm

up angry =nd goreaning-- and rsn out of doors with

him. The moon agsught his eye=-~ ho 2eased immedistely-—
and his eyes and the tears in them, how they glit-
tered in the moonlight!

The poet expressed the ssme thought, ossssioned by the
gsme instanae, in the aoniluding lines of this seleation.

* » » o o s o & o « 8nd .01109. when he QWOK.G

In most distressful mood (some iaward
pain '

Had made ap that strsnge thing, an in-
fant's dream}),

I harried with him to our orchard-plot,

And he neheld the moon, and, hushed at
onao, . ,

Juspends his sobs, and laughs most silently,

Thile his f:ir oyes, that swom with undropped
tears, .

cd 414 4 tha vellow mmoon-bosid
Did glitter in tn { ' (11. 98-105)

In tho fall of 1798 the Lyrical Ballads were published.

The Rime

The voluwse aontained oniy four poems by Coleridze,

———

l. Campbell, p. 456.
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of the Anoyent iliarinere, The Fouster Yother's Tale, The Hipght-

ingale: a Lonversational Poem, and The Dungoon. The volume

was pzéatiaaliy»a fiuanoial/failure. Five-pnunéred ocopies were
printed, sand only s few sold. 'When Cottle gave up his business,
his sopyrights were tuxned over to his sucsessors. The value
of the aonyright, for whish Cottle pgave Tordsworth thirty guine
ens for higo shsre, wns slrost nothing, Cotile, hoaring of

the worthlessness of the gopyright, asked that it be returnod

~ 1
to the writers, whieh the new booksellers did.

Christabel (Campbell, p. 118) was written at about the

game time snd intended for the sedond edition of tho Lyriesl
<2

ot

Ballads. The first part wes gonposed in 1737, and the second
part at Zeouisik sfter Coleridpe's return fryom Jermany, The
lest psris were proje:ted snd planned until 1833%. In the

?anle Talk  for July 6, 1833, the poet sonfessed that the poem

would never be aonpleted:

The reason of my not finishing Christa.el is not thet
[ doa't know how to do it— for I nave, as [ always
had, tho whole plan entire from bozinaing to‘end in
my mind; but I fear I sould not garry on witn equa}
sugless the exeautjon of the ides, =n oxtremely suptle
gnd difficult o:e.”

1, llemoiras, pp. 122-128. " 4
2. Fiz5% a}izgad in a pamonlet with Zubls ithen »nd Psins of

“3leep in 1816. . ‘
5. Tsagboll, ne 604, 5.T.C. provably reslized thot ho lacked

: : ; gt ¥ ganry for somnleting
nis former poobtiz goitius whioh ®a8 neaes3nty , -
the poom. Glllmsn fn nis nife of Colefféﬂ?:inglgded sn out
line of tho proposed alosing parts of cnristebel.
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» ‘ 1
Christebel i3 o moral poem, eund is not hiahly nuto-

bio~rsphiz. A few of the linea, however, secem to hmve been
taken from cxporiensce. Jome of the natursl settings vhizh he
portrayed uweore first seen tnrough the e ea of Dorothy; - Com=
pere the following referenne: with lines in the poen;
The Journsl; A portion of the entry for Jonuanry 31, 1798.
Then we left home the moon immensely lsrpa, the aky
saattered over with clonds., These soon 3losed in,
gontrsating the dimensiona oi the moon without ocon-~
oealing her.
(Iv 5"6)

Chriatnhel;

The moon ig wehlind, and at the full;
And yoet she loois voth small snd dull. '
(lln 13‘19)

The Journal: Phe latter part of the cntry for larzh 7,1728.

one only ieaf upon the top of a trees— tie Jolc romoin-
ing leaf-- dsnaed round and round like & rag blown

| 2y bhe wind, ) -
| J (I, 12-13)

chriatabel:

The one red leaf, the last of its alan,
That danses as often as dange it csan,

| Henging so light, and hanging so. high,

on the tomxost tuig that looks up at bae

sky. (1l. 49-52)

It wag Qoleridge’s habit to oritiaoize his worik shsrxply.

Aftor the 1797 volune appearea, he satirized the errors of the

poetry it gontained, not only his owi posus, but =lso those

1. The virtuous finelly txiumph over the wiaked.
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1
of Lloyd and Lemb, whose works were ingluded in the volume.

This aliensted his friends'from him. Lamb sddresased Coler-
. 2
idge a satirioal letver upon his departure for Germany. Both

Lamb and Coleridpge were hurt by this misunderstsandine, snd
reproved themselves bitterly for it. On Jonuasry 10, 1620,
Lamb wrote dolexidge eﬁpreaSina his personal sorrow st the
soolness betwsen them twenty years nefore.

I admire some of Lloyd's lines on you, and I ad-
mire your postponing reading them. He is a sad
tatler. '[wenty years ago he estranged one friend
from me juite, whom [ have been regretting, but
never gould regsin since; he almost alienated you
from me, or me from you, I don't know which. But
tna§ breaash is 3losed, The dreary sea i3 filled
UDe

It is pnossible that Coleridge was referring to the break be-
tween himself and Zamb, snd his desire for the renewal of af-
feations, in the words of 3ir Leonine regarding Jir Roland

de Vaux of Yryermaine.

Alas! they had been friends in youth:
But whispering tongues aan poison trutn;
And oonstanay lives in realms sbove;
And life is thorny; snd yoath is vaing
4nd to be wroth with one we love

wori lik adness in the brain.
Dqth orx like m (11. 408-415)

In the summer of 1798 Coleridze, being in bad heslth, left

le Cf. the 3onnets of Nehemigh Higpinbottom, n. 110. )
2. Cf. Lamb™S Theses juae Gologisae _and letter to Coler

Cottle, . 168‘1690
3. %gég'to Colerigge. Janusry 10, 1820, Letters of Charles Lemb,

II. 65-66.
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Stowey and "retired to a lonely farmhouse between Porloak snd

Linton" on the borders of Somerset and Tovon-
Xabla Khan 1

shire. Being in mental pain, he resorted to

2 .
a drugz. While he was resding a passage from "Cublai Can" in

Purghag Hig Pllarimes, he dro»ped off to sleep. 43 he slept

he dreamed the aonposiﬁion of the poem, Zubla ¥Khan (Campbell,
Pe 94).3 ‘Then he awoke, some three hours later, he transoeribed
on papsr the veraes his mind hsd somposed while his body slept.
After he had writton some fifty lines.va visitor from Porloak
came to see him on‘business. and detained hin for the spaae
of little over an hour. Then he returned to his poem, he was
dismayeé to £ind ﬁhat only a few ggattered images remained,
the rest of the poem had vanished.

The poen isvimagihative,4 and représeuts the gcahmination
of many &aars reading and development of s masterful metrical

style, The fragment {8 not autobiographisal in its aontent.

Coleridge had sung the praise of Freedom in his earlier

1. Coleridgo noted the date of the oompositinn of this poem #3
the "su-mer of 1797", but the poet is not trustworthy in
plaging single dntes, E.H.ng%géidge gaid the poot moved
to 2o n the summer O .

2., The di&gaﬁa; probahly some form of opium. Coleridgpe stzted
that his first reaourse to opium was due to mental torture
over the break botween Lloyd and himself. Coleridge had tik-
en opiam, tiough not in sny menner addioted to it._fidegrig
53  1791. e wrote t. his prother, George, fron Combxifge in
a letter postmarked Hov. 28, 1791, "Opiun never"qu o ?Coler~
any disegreeasle effeqts oun mo— It has on Many - .=
idge to George Coleridge, Un ablished Letters, l, 2.

i ¢ ] in 1816,
3. Published with Christsbel and pains ol 5166p
a. cf. Lowes, op. olt. for a full disousaion og ¥ubla Fhan.
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poetry, and he praised the French people for rising sgsinst

tyrénny, so long as the revolt was to
Politiosal Series

bring about final pesace and brotherhood.
Then the victorious French army msrahed over into Suitzer~
land, & peaace~loving peoplb, he and other romantia philnSOphers
denounged the Frenah. The‘sﬁisé had s more demoaratis and
"natural®™ sogiety whish Coleridge sonsidered superior.to the
existing government in England. By the sat of the Frensh Re-
public, Freedom had been exploited, and Coleridge revolted

againat it, redanting his former praise of Frange.

on April 16, 1798, the poet wrote, To Franae: An Ode
1 ,
(Campbell, p. 124).

Yhen Franse in wrath her giant-limbs
upreared, .

And with that oath, whiah smote air,
earth, and ses,

Stamped her strong foot end ssid she
would be frae,

Besr witness for me, how I hoped and
feared!

Yet still my voiae, unaltered, sang defeat
To all that braved the tjrant-quellinn
lanae.

But blessed the pseans of delivered
Franse. (pp. 124-125, stanza II)

ensh,

During the alarm ofran ipvasion of Zngland by the F12

Coleridge wrote the Fears in jolitude (Csmpbell, p. 127).

P —

Post entitled, The Reasantstlon:

l. printed first in the lforning

An 068.
2. Printed in the sbove .juarto of 1738.
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He had opposed the ministry of Pitt in prolon-ing the war with
Frahae. At first his sympathies were with the French until
they threatened Englond., He realized that he and his femily
were part of England snd would be compelled to suffer the pains
of war,l slong with other Znglishmen, and that evon his "green
and silent spot amid the hilis“ wounld »e menaged,

When Coleridgg'wrote to Josiah Wedgwood, Jonuary 5, 1798,
refusing his offer of one hundred pounds to give up nreeshing
as a cailing. he inoluded in his ressons for entering the min-
istry the feat that the minister is exempt from military ser-
vi&e;

To which, Heaven only knows how soon we may be dragged,

for I think it not improbable, that in saso of an in-

vagion, our government will serve all, whom thsy choose
to suspeot of disaffestion, in the same way that good

King David served Uriah.?2

The poet's love for his peszeful nook and seslusion is

shoun in the lines;

Oh! 'tis a quiet apirit-healing nookl

Thish all, methinks, would love; but
shiefly he,

The humble man, who, in his youthful

years,
Knew just so muah of folly, as had made

g seluroly wige!l
His early manhood mor ¥ (11. 12~16)

His rebellion against the deatruotion of Xnglishmen,

whom he re=lized to be brothers, sisters, and fathers like

himself, is shown in the folloniﬁg lines.

1, Cf. Piro, Famine, and Jlsughter.
2¢ Unpublished LoLteIrs, L, 8Ys
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Oh! let not iInglish women drag their
flight
Feinting benentn the burthen of their
: babes,
0f the sweet infants, that but yeaterdsy
Laughed at the breast! Sons, brothers,
hushands, all ,
Who evor gazed with fondness on the forms
Which grew up with you round the s8-me fire
gide. ' (1l. 121-136)

Finslly, the poet foresaw that war might mean the des-
trustion of Nether Jtomey, his lowly sottage, the mother, and
his son.

An@ now, heloved Stowey) I behold
Thy shuroh tower, and, methinks, the

four huge elms
Clustering, whiih mark the mansion of

my friend;
And alose behind them, hidden from my

view,
Is my own lowly cottage,? where my babe
And ny babe's mother dwell in peaoce!

: (11. 220-226)

In the same month he wrote Frost At idnignt (Csupbell,

Pe 126). This poem is not = politiocal poen, but besause it
was gomposed at the ssme time and published in the szme suarto,

3
I sm inaluding it in the series. This seleation might be

inasluded in that olsss which is almoat wholly drawn from ex=-
perience. It aontains the sueet presagings of the father‘for

the son, Hartley.

Phinking about Hartley led him to reaall his omwn boy-

hood at Christ's Hospital, snd the reminissences of home while

1. Thomas Poole
2. The cotzggé {s now a publia-house, 'Coleridge-Cottape®.

3. cublished in Jusrto with the preseding poems.
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1
he wuas there.

With unolosed 1lids, alrendy had I dresnt
0f my sweet birtheplase, and the old shursh

tower, '
' (11, 27-28)
‘ An interesting commont on hils loneliness at the Hospital
and desire for friends to visit nim while he was there is given
in the following lines; |

Aued by thé stern pregentor's fsae, mine
eye

Fixed with moaok study on my swimming book:

3ave 1f the door half opened, snd I snstohed

A hasty glesnae, ond 3tiil my heart loaped
up .

For atiil I hoped Lo see the strmnper's

faase,

Thinking upon those he most would have lii:ed to see, he

remembered his sister, and favorite, Ianci.

fownsman, or sunt, or sister most beloved,

: hen we both were olothed sliiel
My playmate uwhen v i Heol aa3)

Coleridge had the heart of a woman. His love foz Hartley
i3 oonspiosuous in'many of his letters of this périod. His
was not the love of s father for his son, as he often pro-
fessed, but the love of a mother for the ashild of her bosor.

As always, when thinking of his early boyhood, Coleridge

w5th a poen _on the Frenah Hevolg?ion
(CampoGil, ps 6), aud pounet .o the ﬁive? Ottzrlgeéddfé.

2. "0 bless him! bless him! pless hims 11 nJ Wi 5 3hilﬂ¥eﬁ
and I my uwife, half aos wgll as @e both loveigaiS hlldr will
I should be the happiest man alive— but this

l. ¢f. wo & Young Lmdy,

not bvel" Coleridge to Southey, Hovembcrlgé 1301. Unpublished
Letters, I, 18%. Of. alsp I, 63,73,an4153.
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exproased regret that during the formative years of his life,
as muoh as he loved nature, he had been pent up in a sity sway
from nature.

* o ¢ s s » o o For I was resaxed

In the great oity, pent'mid oloisters dim

And saw nought lovely but the sky and stars.

‘ (11, 51-53)

At thb time of writing Coleridge had no ides of living
in tne Lgke Country, yet he predisted thst Hartley would be
raised on the shores of s lake snd grow up a lover of nature.l

In 1797, Thomas Poole introduzed Coleridge to two weslthy
brothers, Ton and Josiah Wéégnood. These men beoame interested

in the genius of the young poet, and ﬁy pro-

3equenas of , ‘
Lvents viding a pension for him, made it possible for

him to devote himself to literature.
In Desember, 1797, Coleridge reaeived sn invitation to
apeak in the palpit in Shrewsbury, from which the Rev. Rowe

was about to retirc. He preashed upon the texg, "snd he want

ap into the mountains to pray, Himgelf alome®. He made suoh

an impression apon Tillism Hezlitt, s young mon of the dis-.
triot of Yom, snd a son ofAthe Uniterian :linister there, that

he was invited to visit the manse at 7em, whiah was avout ten

L j tley would
1. It mizht essily have been predisted that Hartle
" love ns;ure. bgaause he -exhibited antgnus?al r:;goggimgz_
: it, (Cf. psge 83, notation 2xom "8 2 .
g%agg ggoégfagut tge moving of the family to the Laxe Vis

Triat vas unforeseel. ‘
2, Coleridge to Yedgwood, Jmuary 15,
Ig 85.

1798. Udpublished Letters,
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miles outside of Shrewsbury. The result of this meeting is
the famous desoription of the poet ziven by Hazlitt in the Lib-
ersl, Wo. IIL.

The Wedgwoods regratted‘that the poet had ziven up his
nareer as s poet to heéome a minister, a 13s2:1ing for whizh
they thought him leas suitéd, and whioeh he had déaided to pur-
sue in oxder that he might have an inocome to support hiuself
and his family. They sent him a8 note for a hundred pounds
whish he might have if he would give up the pulpit ond roturn
to literature. Coleridge rofused in a long letter to Josish
Wedgwood,.in whioh he listed many reagons for his refusal,
among them, the desire for the assured aonstsut provision for
himgelf and fsmily.l The Wedgwoods made him a better offer
of 150 pounds per year if he would devote his whole time to
letters. Coleridze resdily sssepted., N

In April Hazlitt paid Coleridgze a visitst jtowey and be-
omme a member of the little nature proup. It may be that he
was present on that evening when the song of the niggtingale
inspired Coleridge to urite his jonverataionsal poeﬁ. At that
time Coleridge secmed to he in good henlth. Long walks were

taken over rough roads. "Our feet kept time to the ezho of

Coleridpe's tonguc", 9aid Hazlitt, gonaerning the osansion.

Later in April, after the rupture =ith Tloyd, he retired

o

Uipublished Letters,

1. Coleridge to Jedgwood, Jenuary 15, 1738.
‘ Il 85.
2. Campbell, XLII.
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to the fermhouse nesr Porlosk, whish was the birthplase of

Kubla Zhen.

His 8eoond son, Berkeley, was born ilay 14, 1796.
Cottle oame to the Wordsworth's at Alfoxden snd remsined
8 week, oarrying away with him the manusoript volume of Ly~

risal Bsllads. It was hopoed thst enough money might be ob-

tained to finanose the projeoted tour of Germany, but the thirty
guineas paid for the ocopyright of the Ballads were not sufficient.
Plans for the tour, howmever, were garried through to sompletion.
Leaving 3ara Coleridge in the osare of Poole at Stomey, the
party, including 7illism Vordsworth, Dorothy, John Chester,
and Coleridge went to London before embarking for Germsny. On
Priday, September 14, 1798, they left London arriving at Yar-
mouth on 3aturdsy st noon, from which they ssiled Sunday morn-

R |
ing st eleven o'alook for Germany.

pa—

1. Dorothy Wordsworth's Journal, I, 21.
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The 1ittlé group of Homsntisists had pone to Germsny to

study the language and ocustoms. The Jordsworths desired to
aaco@plish this by travelling, Coleridge chose, in-

Seznang stead, to study at Gottingen. Sundey, September
23, Colerlidge left the Yordsworths =nd Chouter snd trsvelled
alone to Ratzeburg, thirty-five miles Northeast of Hégburg.l
While there he made provision for himself and Chester at the
home of a German psstor, snd returned to Hemburs and t"e Tords-
worths. On Ootober 1 he and Chester badc goodbye to Dorothy
and her brother snd returned to Ratzburg, where they remnined
sbout four months. ;

Meanwhila the TYordsworths were travelling shout Germany.
On QOotober 6 they settled at Goslsrx, abont twenty-five -1iles
from‘arunswiak.5 There they hoped to asjuire a knowledge of

Germsn soaiety snd langusge, but met with only little suaaess.

Miss Tordsworth wrote,

l. Dorothy 7ordsworth's Journal, I, 24.
2. Cosmpboll, p. XLV
3. ilemoirs, I, 134.




Coleridge is very happily situsted at Hatzeburg for
learning the lanpuage. . . We are not fortunately sit-
aated here with respeat to the attainment of our msin
objeat, a knowledge of the languspe. 78 have, indeed,
gone on improvin, in that reupest, but not so exped-
itiously as we might have done; for there is no so-
aiety at Goslar. . . and it seems that here in Gor-
many a men travelling slone may do very weil, but,

if his sister or wife goes with him, he must give
entertainments,.l

While Tordsworth was at Goslar, he oomposed several poems

snd sent them to Coleridge at Hatzeburg. Coleridge replied

Ad Viilun Axiologun (Csmpbell, p. 131).

Coleridge héd been experimenting with Gorman hexsmeters,

ané when "111 and wakeful® tried his hand at this verse form
in Znglish, whigh ﬁe incorporated into an epistoéary poem to

the Yordsworths in the poem entitled Hexnmeters.

His friendship for the Tordsworths, and his lonzing for

their éompany. 13 shown in the following stanzz. A3 is usu-
ally thé aase, the poet's melanoholy was indused by his phy-

siecal siskness. The two disesses, mental and physiesl, seemed

to go hand-in-hand in his life.

¥illiam, my hesd and my heart! dear
Poet.that feelest snd thin:est!
Dorothy, enger of soul, my most afieat-
ionate sister!
Msny s mile, 0! many a wearisome
mile are ye.distant,
Lone, long somfortleis ;oads,sﬁith no
e that doth Know u3.
0i ito?g :{1 t.0 far to send you noskeries

' idle: B
Yea, s=nd I feel it not rightl But 0! ny

Mmoirs I, 134-135. | .
Lua 'Gra§: A Poet's Eoitaph, Ruth, ebo.

* Iél'
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2

with some verses of his owun, Héx“meters (Campbell, pe. 137) and -
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friends, my beloved!

Feverish and wakeful I lie— I am weary
of feeling and thinking.

Bvery thou-ht is worn down, I am uweary
yet samnot he vagant,

Five long hours have I tossed, rheumsatin
heats, dry and flushing,

Gnawing behind in m; head, and wasn-
dering and throbbing about me,

Busy end tiresome, my friendns, as the
heat of the boding night-spider

{p. 138, 3tonza III)

During the yesr 1799 he suftered temporary blindness.

o« ¢ o« &« » My 8yes are s burthen,
Nouw unwilling olosed, now open and
asohing with darkness.
(1. 1-2, Jtanza IV)

‘The poet missed the sustrining gompsny of his new friends
and longed to be with thenm.

Willism ny head and my heart! desr
Tillism and dear Iorothes!
Yoa have a1l in eash other: but I am
lonely, and want youl
(11. 11-12, 3tanzs IV)

¥rom Ratzburg, Coleridge went to the University st Gottin-
gen and took olasses in Physiology and Hatural Histgry. There
he mat several other Englishmen, among them Dr. Clement Carlyon,
who arrived from Pembroke College, Csmbridge, on iiaroh 22.

The group of Hnglishmen gathered themselves Into a little band.

On Hay 12 the party trsvelied to the Hartz ilountains. Stopping

at an inn, the travellers were presented with a Stsmm-Buch in

‘ . i the
Whigh he said sontained "a true aggount of my Jjourney irom



Brosken to Ilingerode".

1

this poem was entitled, Lincs Trit-
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ten in the Album at Elbingerode, in the Hartz rorest (Campbell,

ps 145). It expres;ed the poet's appreasistion of the besuty

of the Germsn hills. and his desire to return to his own native

land.

2

i~

I ato.d on Broazxen's scovran height, and
3au .
Tooda arowding unon woods, hills over
"hilis, ‘ ‘
A surging saene, and only limited
8y the blue distsnge.
. (11. 1-4)

oosccco;oth0u~lu98n,

- Thou delegnted Deity of Zarth,

0 dear, dear ZEngland! how my long eye

Tarned westward, shaping in the steady
glouds '

Thy ssnds and high white slifis]

‘ My native land!
Tilled with thought of thee this heart
was proud, :

Yeas, mine eye susnm with tears; that sll

the view
rrom 3ovran Broiken, woods and wood
hills,
#losted sway, liie a departing drenn,
, (11. 29-34)

This longing for wife and home is also demonstrsted in

the poems, Jometning Childish, But Very Naturnl, Homesiask,

and The Day Dream (Campbell, p. 146}

The theme of these poems is summed up in the little se-

leation, Bome—siak.g

l. Gi
2., Fi

1lman, I, 133, from Carlyon, OB. gite.
rat printed in the forni:a 203t

3%, Published first in Annual Anthology in 1800.
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But whet is all, to his delignt,

W¥ho having long been doomed to
roan, .

Throuws ofi the bundle from his bask,

Before the door of his ouwn home?

Home-gioskness is a wasting pang,
This feel I hourly more and more:
There's healing only in thy wings,
Thou breeze that play'st on Albion‘'s
shore! B r
(3tanzas III & IV)

About April, 1799, when Cbleridga was suffering from not

hearing from his wife snd . friends, he received word that his
l .
youngest . 3on, Berheley, was desd, In his sorrow he aomposed

a poe@ 6n7the‘déath:of hig bsaby, Enitaph on ah Infant (Csmp=-
' . 2 X '
bell, on. 145). It is interesating to note that just prior

to hearing of his son's death, he wrote (April 8, 1799) On

an Infant Thish Died Before Baptism (Campbell, v. 145), aon-

cerning the death of an infant of a friend. He sent these
, e , 3
verses to his wife 8s being prophetios of Berkeley's death.

Its balmy lips the infant blest
Relaxing from its mother's bresst,
How sweet it heaves the happy sigh
0f innogent satiety!

And sash ny infant's latest sighl
Oh tell, rude stone! the pamsser by,
Taat here the pretty babe doth lle,
Death sang to 3leop with Lullaby.

1. Born May 14 of the preaseding year.

2. Campbell insludes two poems entitled Hpitaph on en Infoent.
The first was written esrlier and mas4pub£;shed 1§st in
the Mornins Chroniile, September, 1794. The segond, son-
aerning Berkeley, was’pablished %irst in 1834 in the Poetiaal

. Noria.
3. Camppell, p. 620 Hotes.




121

On June 4, 17994 Coleridge tock lesve of his German friends
1
and prepared to return to Znglend. It is ungertain just when

or where he returned. Gillman said he arrived in London, Nove-
2

ember 27, 17990. But he prowably returned to Stowey before
3 ,

going teo London.

4
The Wordsworths were visiting the :Hutahinsons at 3ook-

burn-on-Tees. Coleridge visited then ther:, where he first .
met the two sisters, Mary snd Sarsh Hutohinson.

Stages of

Dealine, ~Sarsh beosme one of his best friends, ané it is
thought by some that he would have asked her haond

in marriage if he had notAalready vbeen married to Jsra Friok-

5
ar, Coleridge and Wordgworth moved into Dove Cottage st Gras-

more, sand Coleridge settled in TLondon, where he wrote ocnas-

ional prose bits and poetry for the Courier and Yorning PoSt.
Stnart,'the editof; offered hin haif-shares in the two papers.
Rebelling agsinat = largé insome snd desiring to resé old fol-
ios, he refused the offer and retired to Feswiok 1u the Lake
Coantry nesr Jordsworth,. ﬁhere'he rented half‘of Greta Hall

for twenty-five pou:ds n year. 'Thile in Xeswisk he sontinued

1. Traill‘ ODe ait. p. 71.

2. Gillman, [, 143.
3. Cf. letter to Southe,s, written August, 1799, after arrival

- from Germany, Unpublished Letters I, 123.
4. Mary Hutohinson lster begame IiIS. Jordsworth.
5 Cfs Smith, Fred Honning, "The Relation of Coleridpe's Qde
On Dejeation to Tordsworth's Ode On Intimations Of Immor-
Tal I e Pullal Vol. L, PP» 224=20D
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to write for the Morning Post, but his one big opportunity
1 ‘
of receiving a large income had passed.
While 8t Keswick Coleridge produced very little. He wrote

the second part of Christabel in 1800, hut did little else ex-

ocept read and exercise. In 1802 Coleridge toured Wales with
Thomas Wedgwood. Retuming he visited Poole at Stowey and
Southey in Bristol. TIater Southey came to Greta Hall wheré
he shared the house with Coleridge.

Since 1801 Coleridge had suffered from gout and rheumatism.,
On August 15, 1803, Coleridge,'Worasworth, and Dorothy left
Keswiok for Saotland, but Coleridge's health fasiled and he was

foraed to return home., Wordsworth wrote in the liemorials of

8 Tour in Scotland 1803—

Mr. Coleridge, my sister, and myself, started to-
gether from Town-End, to make a tour in Scotland,
- August 14th.

Coleridge was at that time in bad Splrlts and some

what too much in love with his own dejection, and

he departed from us . . . « soon after we left Loch

Lmo‘:nd. R \

Up to this 'period Coleridge had been a growing poet.
When he met Wordsworth, he had been the better knowr and had
had many friends who supported him and ensbled him to travel.
His letters prove his love for his family. Yet from the year
1802, at the age of thirty years, mmtil 1816 when he entered

the home of Dr., Gillman at Highgate, he was a broken man. His

1. Cf. Lamb's description of Greta Hall, wraill, p. 84.
2, Memoirs, I, 1l4.
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poetia ability had faded and his reasction to nature hsd beaome
negative. After his return to Keswiagk in Séptembér. 1803. his
health beoame indreasinsly worse. It sppeared neasessary to

go sbroad for his health. He went to Gresmere in 3ecémber,
where he lsy in siskness snd was nursed by the Tordaworths. -

In 1803, obsessed by a sudden fear that he would lose his
life, he took out & polisy with the Hynitable Insurnnoe Come
pany,l in order that Sara Coleridge misht be provided for in
her widowhood. | _

As his rheumatiam and gout begame more violeut, he aasept-
ed an invitation from (Sir John) Stoddart to visit the latter
at ﬁalta; On April 18, 1804, he landed at Varletis, Herbor,
lialta. There he made friends with 3ir Alexander 3ell, the
Governor. Upon the death of the searetsry, he bezame provis-
ional searetary, but founé the work too lanorious. Tﬁe un-
shangeeble, warm clinmate failed to relieve his rheumatism and
his breathing begame aiffiaulf.~ ﬁe gsought solace from physical
pain in religious aontemplation.z When the new seasretary sr-
rived in Séptembér. 1805, he gladly gave up his task and set
out for Siosily and Rome, where he nerely escaped arrest by
agents of Napoleon. The American vessel upon which he sailed

was pursued by a ¥renah Men-of-Tar. The American Cnptain ad-

vised him to throw away sll of his papers, winith he did. W¥ith

1. Unpublished Letters, Coleridge to Southey, rebruary 1b, 1803.
2, Gillman, p.183-184... : :
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that pagkace all of his poems written in Malis were flung over-
boerd. Only a few of his essays of the pariod have Been pre~
served.

In 1806 he returned to Yeswiai a1 spent most of his time
at Grssmere with the Tordsworths., Doetry began to be a thing
of the past. In one of his letters to Jouthey he deslesred his
inability to write poetry while in such 111 health.l

In this letter he attributed the aontinustion of his dis-
essg to a gonstant usage of Laudanum znd brsndy, which he took
to relieve him momentarily from pain. He continued the pras-
tiae of drugging himself until the habit oould not be bro:en.

Writing in April, 1826, Coleridge said that twenty-three
years before (1803) he had beaomo awsre that he was addioﬁed
to opium. Due to neuralgis »ains, rheumatism, and other dise
esaes, he had been sonfined for many months. One day while
reading a‘periadiaal. he had notiszed an sdvertisement of the
healing powers of the "Kendsl ﬂlaok'ﬂxon“. He had ordered it,
and.had disgovered that the mediaine miraculously soothed him.
Ovérjoyed,}he had sonstently asrried a bottle avout with him,
presaribing it for all whom he met wio suffered from similax

asilments. Tater he had been strusk with horror to find from

reading De .uinsoy's Confessions of An Ooiun Dater that the

soothing quality was that of opium, and that he had grown too

l. Unpublished Letters, Cbleridge to southey, February 7, 1803.
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1
wesk to break the hsbit,

ge left the Lake Country in 1810 snd stayed with Basil
Epntague»in London. Nr. Montague's gentle msnner sné kinge
ness soothed Coleridge, and the poet keenly felt and sappreci-
sted the other's friendship. Afterwarés Coleridpe moveé to
Hammergmith, where he stoyed st the home of Hr. ﬂorgan.g

Just es Tordsworth's star was rising, Coleridme's wes
slowly sinking. ‘Yordsworth had woﬁ the hond of ilary Hutshin-

gon and the marrisge date was set for the 4th

¥illism Z

Yordsvuorth of Ootober, 1802. “he domestle rclations of
Jeries ’ ‘

Coleridge nad not turned out well. DJaras was
too obtuse to uiderstand her‘poetio husbend. Siokness snd
pain.Aaggravated by_the use of opium, had sapped hié sensi-
bilities until his résgonse to nature had boen slnost destroyed.
In the warm, dry, months his pain was lesgt, but Aprili was
goming, bringing with it :éin-and physiosl torture, sné hecnce
8 greater reaourss to qﬂiam. Coleridse wos Gespondent snd in

his despondenoy he wrote his "Swan song", one of his best known

1. Gillman, pp. 246-227. It is known that Coleridge wes tak-
ing a drug prior to 1u0l, snd reslized that the drug he
®as ugineg was opiam. Turing the Stowey poriodé his let-
ters shoun that he "sopped the Cerberus” during his periods
of mental psin. _ ]

2, John J. Mo?gan ministored to Coleridge in his home in 1810«
1816, duri.g the years of his abjest submission to opium.
Te asared for Coleridne until the poel aome under the aare
of Dr. Cillman at Highgate in 1516.— Unpuolished Letters,

p. 391 n. .
3. Cf.. 'Jordsuorth's she Tag A Phantom of Delight.
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X ‘ 1l
poems3, Dejestion; Aun Ode (Campbell, p. 50).

¥illiem Wordsworth was also writing hig grest ode, Ode

On Intimations of Immortslity. He did not finish it until
Coleridge had ompleted higs ode, but Coleridee in one of his
visits to Grssmere probably talked with Tordsworth about the
poem in its unfinished form. Dorothy wrote in her Journal for
Harah 19,

Coleridge was so affeated by the signs of rain, whiah

he knew would bring s renewal of rheumstism, gsugsing

his Joints to swell and tnrob, that he sddrossed his

ode with a 3eleation from the Bsllad of Jir Patriask

Spenie. In the first stanza he sinted his reason
for not wishing the gsoming rain storm.

I see the o0ld Hoon in her lap, fortelling
The soming-on of rsin snd syually blaat.
(l1l. 13~14)
The poet attasked by nhysiaal pain relapsed into s mentsl
torpor * that was worse. Wis condition hardly allowed azute pain.
Might now perhaps thelr wonted impulse
give
Might startle this dull nain, and make it
move and livel ,
(11. 19-20)
Coleridge admitted the faot that he was no longer able
to sppreainste nature. He saw it, but he had no. response
to it. His sonsibilities had beaome dulled.

I see them all so exgsellently fair,

feal, how besutiful they =rel
L see, mob Tesly (11. 17-18,1I)

1. Printed in Hornins rost, Oatober 4, 1802, Published in Poenms,

1817. .
2. Dorotny Vordsworth's Journal, I., 103.
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- The poet realized that his genius was fading ond that
poetry was losiig its meaniug for him.

My genial spirits fail: .
- (Stonza III, 1. 1)

Coleridge had the ability as s younger msn to flee into
the realms of fansy from the visitstions of misfortune and
draw on imagination for poetry. But at this time he knew that
he had léét both self respest snd the "shaping snirit of imag-
instion®,.

There wa3 time when, though my psath was
rough,

This joy within me dsllied with distress,

And all misfortunes were obut sas the
gtuff

Thenase Fanay made ne dresms of happiness:

¥or hope grew round me, like the twin-

: ing vine,

And fruits, snd foliage, not my own,
seemed mine.

But now sffliastions bow me down to
earth;

foxr oare I that they rob me of my mirth:

But oh! each visitation

Suspends what nature pave me at my
bixth, )

My shaping splrit of Imagination.
oy pIR& =P (Stanza VI, 11. 1~11)

The 1éttar 1lines of this stanzn have been. quoted 23 Coler~
idge's exause for his resignatiou.l_to his fate. Coleridge's
home 1life had peen unhappy, He wished to leave his wife, who
was destroying his pesce of mind and making his refuge of hone

unplesasnt, He rebulled against this snd sought relief in "ab-

stuse researon®, Jefore he realized it, metaphysiss had beasone

1. Unpuhlisﬁe& netters, I.,215.10019ﬁ‘35é to edgwood, Ostober

20, 1802.
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one of his desires and had driven out hias poetis impulses.

Por not to tihink of what [ needs must

feol,
But to be still and natient, sll I

aan;
And haply by abstruse research to steal
From my own nature all the natursl

man - :
This vas my sole reso wroe, my only plan:
ill that whish saits s part infeats the whole,
And now i3 salmost grown the habit of my soul.

- (L. 87-end)

This ode sounded a note of discord and despondenoy.

I tuarn from you, and listen to the wind,
'Yhizh long hes raved unnoticed.

That asaroam of

0f agony by torture lengthened out

That lute sent forth! . . .
(11. 97-39)

The esrlier dedigaiions wera ahsnged from "Willisn" to

"Sdmund" in the Morning Post. The poem had first been dedi-

oated to "Ssrsh" (Hutchinson), whom he had began to love as
an intimate friend. In this poori the dediasntion is to "Lady"
and "Otway", but it may be read Lo mean Wordswortne. Coler-
idge reslized tnat Wordaworth was rising as 2 noet, and wished
him blessings as he arosc, even though his own poetls height
had been resahed snd the remaining pathmay led domnwerd.

NMay =11 the 3tars hanz ﬁright above her

dwelling,

3ilent 83 thourh they wotched the
sleeping Zarthl

2 3 that the resson Coleridge did no§ wish to
Loaus Yordssorth mas tnat he did not wish
that he wss begrudging his

' 233,

1. 3mith sug
dediannte this poem to
William Jordsworih to think 1
happiness. Smith, Fred H=nning, op. ait., P



Tith light heart may she rise,
say fansy, sheerful eyes,
Joy 1ift her spirit, Joy attune her
voige;
{11. 130-133)

In 1806 Coleridze returned to London from asbrosd and
visited his friend 7Williem Tordsworth at Coleorton. While
. 1l
~he wag there Vordsworth read him the Prelude. Reaording his

response to those verses, Coleridge wrote To A Gentleman (7il-

liam Tordsworth) (Campbell, p. 176).

In 1806 Coleridpe returned from sbroad snd visited Yordas-
worth, who was 1livins with his asister in 3ir George Besumont's
home in Coleorton. He too: with him his favored shild, Hart-
l1ey. ‘Thile the group, aomposed of Tordswort:, his wife and
shildren, DofothyAﬁorﬁaworth, Coleridge, snd Hartley, were
geated shout Yordsworta, the latter read them his Prelude.z
Yordsworth had finished this poem in June 1.-05 after working
gix years upon it. It represented s biopraphy of his life and
poetia growth.

It i3 no wonder that Coleridge, to whom the soem was ad-
dressed, resated to the resding of it, for, as in the Cde to
Dejeation, he rezognized his own poetiaz deoline in gontrest
to Tordsuorth's development. He lstersaid in regard to the
poemn;

I asniot help regreiting that Yordsworth did not

« Hemolra ’ 365, .
é. éegbirs.II. 555. The full title wa3 The prelude, or Grouth

of 1nis Own iind.
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firast publish his thirteen (fourteen) books on the
growi:h of sn individusl mind. . « It is, in sub-
stanae, what [ have been all my life doing in nmy
gystem of philosophy. « « I think Tordsworth pos-
seased more of the aenius of s great philosaphio
poet than sny masn I ever inew, oi a3 I believe hsas
existed in :nplsnd sinoe lilton.

2
To A Gentleman (Willism fordaworth) (Camphell, p. 176)

wns the poet's immediste reuponse to his friends poen.

Friend of the wiso! and Teasher of the
Good!

[nto my heszrt have [ rezeived that Lay

dore than historia, that prophetioc Lay

7herein (high theme by thee firat suaug
aright)

0f the foundsti:ns snd tne buildine uwn

0f 8 Human 3Jnirit thou nast dared to
tell

Yhat nay be to.d, to the understanding
mind v '

Feveslab]le: « o o s » »

o (11. 1-8)

When Coleridse had Leen thrilled by the strugegle for 1lib-
erty in Frange during the Revolution, he had fought in fsnay,

while Wordsworth haé satuaslly taken part in the politizs of
3
Revolutionary Franae:

0f more than Fanoy, of the Soaial
- Jenae
Distendins wide, end man beloved &3
' mail,

“Thore Franie in all her towns lay
vibrating

nike some besalmed bark beneath the
burst

of Heaven's immedinte thunder, when
no aloud

1. Hemoirs I, 302-303. XLronm Psple Talik-- 1835, II, 70.

« F T 1 vovtline enved, 18l7.
g. C%IJ"TgrjqiggJ%I oem OIl Lhe Frenah Hevolution.

Jote 1ines 2o-26a
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Is visivle, or shodow on the main.
For thou wert there, thine own brows

garlanded, '
Amid the tremor of s realm aglow,
Amid a might nation jubilant,
Then from the general heart of human

kind A
Hope asprang forth like a full-born

Deity! '

(Ll. 27-38)

Coleridge was inspired by the resdinz of the poem &nd
prophesied that Vordsworth would be masorded lasting saislaim
a3 8 poet.

O great Baxrd!}

Zre yet that last atrain dying awed the

air, :
Jith stedfast eye I viewed thee in the

ghoir .
0f ever-enduring men. The truly great
Have all one. age, and from one visibloe

gpage
Shed influenane]

(11, 47-51)

He was dosnaast a3 he listened, but ﬁas 1lifted out of

his self-pity in his enthusiasm for his friend.

Ah! a3 I listen'd with a heart forlorxrn.
The pulses of my being beat anew;
And even ss life returns upon the

“drowned,
Life's joy reiindling roused a throng of paings=—

Coleridge reasognized that he had been s genius and had
lost his genisl powers. He had studied and trained himself
in litersature singe the Christ's Hospital days. Lven before

1
that he had csomposed poetry at the knees of his brother George.

l; Cf To the Rev. Georpne Cole:iaae. 11. 62-~064.
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Later at Clevedon and 3towe; he had gommuned with nature,
fostering his poetis gonius. This genius had burst into bloom
a3 a result of his moeting ﬁiiliam and Loroth; ~7orﬁsworth.l
Then his genlus having blossomed, had faded.

Jense of past youth, and manhood aome

in vain:
And all whiah I had aulled in wWoolw~
walks wild,
And 8ll whizh patient toil had resred,
and sll,

Commune with thec had opened out—
but flowers
Jtrewed on my aorse, and borne upon
my biler,
In the scmoe coffin, for the self-same
grsve!
(ll. 69-75)

It has been notod that Coleridpge shanred the dedication
of his vde to Dejeation to prevent Wordsworth's thinking of

him a3 being envious of Jordsworth's suasess. He put aside
his melansholy reocolleations at this time for the some reason:

That wsy no more! and i1l beseems
it me,

Aho game a welsomer in herald's
guise, :

3inging of glory, and faturity,

To wander baai: on suash unhealthful

road,

Pluskinz the n01aon3 of self-harm! And
ill

Juah interwine beseems triumphal
wresths

jtrew'd before thy sdévanoing!
7 {11. 76~ 89)

The poet during these years longed for tranquilitJ. whish

l. His beat poems, The Ancient Merimer, Xubls Khan, and Chris-
tabel were written curing nis early s3sodistions with The
. #Aordsworths. : :
2. G6f, 0de to Trangquility.




in his dreamg while awsy from his family, he believed to be

in his own home.

- Zve following eve,

Desr tranguil time, when the sweet sense
of Tome

I3 sueoetest! . o+ »

- (11l. 91-92)
Coleridge aohstantly sought some male frieud upon whom
he might lesn. He assw in Wordsuworth a teacher and friend
strong enough to support him in his irresolution.
And when— ¢ Friend! my ocomforter
and guaide!

3trong in thyself, and powerful to give
strenath! (11. 102-103)

When Wordaworth finished reading, Coleridge was sublimely

heaony. He was asontented in the osompany of happy fases about
him.

Thy long sustained 3ong finally 21losed,

Aud thy deop volse had gcased— yot
thou thyself '

Jort still before my eyes, and round us

. both o
That happy vision of beloved fsseg—
3earae agonsaious, snd yet sonsoions of
. 1ts aloae .

I aate, my beina nlended in one thought

(Thought was it? or amspirntlon? or re-
solve?) :

Absorvbed, yet hanging still apon the sound—

And when I ross, [ foand myself in

rayer.
pEay (11. 103-end)

Coleridge did not wish this poen published until after

1. In an early edition he had benesih l. 107 this line "All

whom, I deepliest love— in one roon all®. 2his exoluded

3ara and his ghildren, pesides Hartley, and T, poole.
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his death begsause of its personsl referencea. He altered the
poem in later editions, dropping ooaasionai lines in order to
make it 1less nersonal. He wrote to Tordsworth in s letter
dated lay 30, 1815;
I wanted no additional reason for its unot being
published in my life-time than its personality re-
garding myself.l
When Coleridpe visited the Wordsworths /st Soskburn, where
they were visiting the Hutshinsons, he met and became very
‘o friencly with the two sisters. He was partiou-
P ]

Hutshinson larly attracted by Sarsh Hutohinson'é friendship.
38ries

At this time his oun femily ties with 3era were
strained and he welaomed the womanly kindness of Sarah.z He
uwrote = séries of noema scentered around her friendship with
him. These pocms inalude Totﬁsra (Campbell, p. 171), and 4
Day Dresm (Gampbéll,p. 179).5

| To Asra i3 autobiographical only in its neme, whiah he
employed in all his poems to Jarah Hatshinson. The lines ox-

pressed boundless love, but probably haé no basis in reslity.

A Day Dream was written during the poet's fansy of an

outing with ifary and Sarsh Hatzhinson. It proved that the

1. Znight, 7., Life of ¥illiam “ordsworth, II, 255—from Comp-
bell, p. 635, .
2, I do not believe that Coleridpe ever 1gved uarag Hutohinson
with the gsme love whish he developed for liary nvans, or 6v-
. en with the domestia love,which he had for his wifo.
3. Farewell to Love, written while in ifalts, might slso be in-
5ludod in this group, bat there is no proof that 1t should:

be insluded.
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poetts re?srkahle power of imsr,ination and fauasy had not quite
left him.

4y eyes make platures, when they are
_ shut; . )

I see a fountain, large and fair,

A willow snd a ruined hut,

And thee, and ne and Masry there.

(11. 1~4)
‘Twas day! but now few, large, aﬁd
brignht,
The 3tsra sre round the aresaent
Hoon!

And now it is s dark warm nipght,

The valmiest of the month of June!

A gloweworm f2ll'n, and on the marge
renounting

Shinesa, and its shadow saines, fit stars
for our sweet fountain.

The poet's friendship ("love") for 3arah is shown in the fol-
2 .
lowing 1lines;

0 ever-sver he thou blest!
For dearly, Asral love I thes!

(1. 19)
A3 we have remarked before, during these_yeafs when Coler-
idge was addicted to opium and nonstantly in psin, his one de-
‘ 3

sire was ﬁranqaility.

This brooding warmth ssross my
breast,

‘?his depth of trenquil bliss-——sh,
’ me? ’ (1l. 20-21)

1. "Our sister and our friend" are D. end 7. Jordsworth—— 1l.. 20.
2, "Asrs"™ is Sarsh Hutshinson. ) ‘ .
| 3., Cf. his letters of this period, Ungnalisned_getters,‘l, 238~

| 299,
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But now Coleridge's fanay had beoome short-lived snd blurred
like an ill~taken pnnotograph. The sasttered images of the foun-
tain (1. 2) and of the stars (L 14) had passed away and the
poet again fazed reslity.

Pount, tree snd shed sre gone, I know

not whither,.
But in one juiet room we three are still
together,
(11. 22-23)

The poet realized that only a trase of his fanoy re-
mained and that henceforward he must "dresm with his eyes",
or see platures rather than feel them.

I dresm thee with mine eyes, snd st my

heart I feel thee!
(1. 29)

Coleridge, taking his only domestio nlessure in his shild-
ren, graduslly beoame less and less happy in his home. Then

nesr Sara he was Inareasingly oconvinied of the misfit of the

two personslities. Only in some of his letters

Break Tith
Jara to her did he express s degree of love for her
Coleridge 1

and a desire to be at nher side. A3 early ss

1801 he wrote to Southey;

And 3Sars— Alas! Te are not suited to one another,
But the months of m - sbsence [ devote to aelf discip-
line, snd to the attempt to drawm her nearer to me by

1. Cf. Letters written to 3ara from 7ales, where he was trsv-
elling with Tom Tedguwood, Unpublished Letters, I, 218-228.
As an exaaple, he wrote to ner irom s5t. Clesrs, Carmathen
on Hovember 22, 1802: "God bless you, my dear Love! and
speed me baak to you, and our desr H. and D. snd eta,"—

p. 222.
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a regular development of ail the gources of our une

happiness-~ then for another trial. #air as I hold

the love of gnod '‘men dear to me— Patient as I love

myself snd my own dear ohildren. . .«
¥eeling unable to endure the sonfliat at home, he aontemplated
sebaration from her. A

Later, when he was awmay from ﬁomg at Covent Garden, he
uwrote to Jars at Keswiok expressing the hope that they mieht
be reunitéd ag "afiteotlonate Husband and Yife ought to be."z

After he returned to ingland from touring ¥ales with
Yedzmood, the aonétsnt‘ﬂisaord with his wife drove out his
poetig imnulse. Coleridpe spoke of her as the "utté: negation
of all a Hushnnd oexpeats from a ’.’Vife".3 ' |

3ars had grown jeolous of her husbaﬁd's afteotion for
his friends, both male and femsle, and showéd hcr feelings in
her attitude toward the Tordasworths. Coleridge was displeased
at his wife's anfriendliness and rebuked her in s letter writ-
ten from Csrmarthen, Hovembor 22, 1802. He defended his right
to love wnomever hé ahose, ags love waa the very nature of his

4 _
being.. Considering his intelleot and feeling superior to hers,

1. Coleridge to Jouthey, Oat. 20, 1801, Unpublished Letters, I,
182. ~

2. Coleridge to sara, Feb. 20, 1802, Unpublished Letters, I, 191,

3. Coleridge to Jedpmood, Oot. 20, 1802, Unpublished Letters,
I, 215,

4, "I osn neither retain my happiness nor nmy faasulties, unless
I move, live and love in perfeat freedom, limited only by
my own purity snd pcrson, man or woma.l, uanless st the ssame
time I honor sand esteem them. . » iy nature 1is quiakvto love
and retentive."— Coleridge to 5ara, lov. 22, 1802, lnpub-
lished Letters, I, 220.
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he declared his freedom, while demanding that she better es-
teem those whom he loved.

On February 17, 1803, he wrote to Southey;

In an evil hour for me d4id I first pay attention to

Hr3. Coleridge, in an evil hour for me did I marry

her, but it shsll be my onre snd my pession that 1t

shall not be sn evil day for her, asnd that whatever

I may be, or may be represented as a Husband, I may

not be unexaseptional as her Proteotor and Friend.l

In the sutumn of 1806 Coleridee wes gonvinsed of the in-
oevitability of separation from Jara. 'Then he wrote to his brot-
her Geoxge of his »nlan to separate from his wife and mentioned
the possinility of his bringing his family to Otter;, the Rev.,
Coleridge was shoaked, but kindly disposed to the poet. He
adviged him not to come to COttery, as the household was in
aiokness and the invalid mother was unavle to endure suoch 8
ahoa... He asked him to remsin and live spart from his wife
snd saoport his family in Bristol until hg had time to reaon-
gider what was best for himself snd sSara.

In 1808 Coleridge wrote to Jaras from Grasmere, addressing

her ss one would sn older sister, snd deslaring his desire to

work when sble to do so, in order that he might provide for
3
her and for their ochidren.

1. Coleridge to 3outhey, Unpublighed Letters,_l. 2b4.
2. Cf. edi%ars'a summar& of Goleridge's relationships to his

wife, Un»ablished Jetters, I, 371 n.

. 2 intention to disregard his family, end
8 éﬁeﬁaﬁengésr1§i§c%€tnéaitn, Do sorkea to support it.

3 1d respeasted her (Un=~
He did not dislike 3ara, but admired an ed un
published Letters, I. 238), They were not asongenial as

man and wifee.




v This break between husband and wife may have suggested
the Happy Husband (Campbell, p. 178).

0ft, oft methinits, the while with thee,
I breathe, as from the hesrt, thy dear
And dediasted name, [ hear
A promise and a mystery,
A pledpe of more than passing life,
Yea, in that very name of 7ife!
(stenza 1)

Hor bleas I not the keener sense
And unslsrming turbulenae
(Stanza II, l. 5<6)

And leave their sueeter understrain
Ita own sweet 30lf-- a love of Thee
That seems, yet sannot greater be! ‘
{last 3 lines)
Coleridge, sinase his Christ's Hospital days, had been
annoyed by illness, and had been had been used to both physi-
aal and mental psin. Fhile at the Hospital, he had aontraasted
rheumatio fever and Jaundice 83 a result of

Ogoasional
Poems awimming with his clothes on and allowing them

to d;y on his bsak. Sinoe that time he had
agonstantly been distfessed with rheumatism. Upon one oaaasion
Dr. Fenwiok of Durham had advised him to refrain from swimming
in the ogean. InﬁlBOl, when visiting'tﬁa sesa ghore, he had
"frolisked® in the salt water hnd had found that it d1d him
no harm. Returning from the trip he had written a poem upon

2
the inaident and sent it in a letter to 3Southey at Uristol.

1. #irst appeared in Jibylline Teaves, 1817. |
2. Coleridge to 3outhey, Aug. 11, 1&Vl, Unpublished Letters,

I, 179.
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This poem, entitled On Revisitine the Jea Shoro (Cempbell,

p. 159), inoludes his resation to Dr. Fenwisk's advige.

Dissuading spake tho mild Physiaian,
'Those briny waves for thee are
Jegtn}’
But my soul fulfilled her mission,
And ‘low! I breathe untrouhled
breath! : ’
(Stanza III)

At one time two friends visited Coleridge and spent the
night, planning to leave the following morning. But it uas
raining when morning osme, and Coleridge was fearful lest his
friends, with whom he did not wish to talk, might ve detained.

L&ing in bed he aomnosed An Ode To The Rain (Campbell, p. 168).1
|
|

whieh is IGSé au.obiographiasl for its story than for the illus-
traﬁion it gives of Coleridge's ressction to rain, which brought
rhoumatia pains in his body, and to loss of cleep.

¥et weather sasused Coleridge's joints to swell snd saghe,
bringing with italpains;a sense of oppression and sorrow.
3inge the poet'sigrammar ashool days his body had reaated pain-

fully to dampness and moisture.

You :now, if you knouw aught, that wue,

Both night and dey, but ill apree:

For days and months, and slmost year.,

Have limped on through this vale of
tears, '

3inge body of mine, and rsiny wesather,

Have lived on easy terms together.

!'.cn.oooo.looc‘..to

; X ed first in the Morning Post, 02t., 1802. 1Cf. De~-
' ng%igg: AniOde. in zegérd To rein, snd Paiuns of Siesp, in

regard to sleeplessness.
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Though you should aome again to-
morrow, A
And bring with you both pain snd
sorrow
- Though stomash should sisken and knoes
should 8W@ll—

(3tonza II, 11l. 3-8; 11-13)
Gout, rhoumatism, and freguent use of ‘opium served to wrenah

the body of the noet éuring waking hours and to £ill his few

hours of sleep with horrible nightmares. On Oatover 3, 1803,

he wrote to Poole of his dread of sleep with its evil dresms,

and inoslosed s poem, The Pains of Sleen (Campbell, p. 171),
' 1 , :
in the letter.

By this year (1803) Coleridpge was frecly tsking opiun,
realiaing a3 he did 1t that he wns destroying the last vestiges
of poetry left within him. He had not bepun the opium habit
to produse pleasure, but to avold psin, although at the time
he fled to it to sondone his indolense. The intervals between
indanlgenae projested him into melsnszholiq, as he thought of
many things whioch he had planned to 8o but wounld never do.

His morsls were high, buat during these periods he firmly be-
lieved hissoul to be blazk with evil.
| But yeatar-niaht I pray'd sloud

In anguish and in agony,

Up-astarting from the fiendish orowd

0f shapos and thoughts that tortured me:

A lurid ligat, & trampling throng,

Jense of intolerable wrong, . . .
And whom [ saorned, those only strong.

1. Coleridge to Poole, 0Oat. 3, 1803, Unpu?l{shed égtters, I,
286. First printed with Christabel eng Lupvia .nan in 1817.




142

Thizrst of revenge, the powerless will

Still baflled, snd yet buring stilll!

Desire with loathing strangely mixed

On wild or hateful objeats fixed.

Pantastis passions! maeddéening brawl!

And shame and terror over all!

Deeds to be hid whieh were not hid,

¥hioh 8ll aonfused I ocould not know

Whether I suffered, or I dia;

For all seem'd guilt, remorse or woe,

iy own or others still the seno

Life-stifling fear, soulestifling shamo!
(stanze II)

In hia letter to Poole he said:

God forvid that my worst enem; should evor have the
nights of sleep that I have had night after nipht—

- surprized by sleep, while I strugeled to remsin swake,
starting ap to bless by owu loud soresms, thot had
gwazened ne.

He expreassed his thnoupght in the third stanzs:

30 two nights passed; the night's dismay
3addened snd stunned the gsoming day.
Sleep, the wide hleaaing, seoemed to me
Distemper's worst galemity.
The third night, when my own loud saream
Had woked me from the fiendish dresm,
Oterazome with saufferings strange and.
wild,"

I wept a3 I had been s ahild; )
. (11. 33-40)

Coleridge was swaro of the harmful effcat of opium and
rebelled szainst having to use the &rgg. but desired it, and
in his weskness agonstaantly resorted to it.

the, yet wish and dol
To know and loa « ¥ (1. a8)

Coleridge wa3 seﬁsitive to iindness and quiakly responded

cf. slso Unpublished Tetters,

1. unpublished Letters, I, 286.
I, 270,
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with his own love. This abatrs:t iove for all belngs uns
, 1
sharaateristia of hin during this period.

3uon griefs with such men weoll agree.
But whorefore, wherefore £fnll on me?
To be boloved is all I nced,
And whom I love, I love indeod,
: (11. 49-end)

While preparing to travol to London, in 1807, to give a
series of lestures, he was suddenly taken 111 and ocared for
by the wife of J.J. lorgan and her aister. The two pretty women
sared for him and nursed him to health. Unon regaining his
health he wrote to the twuo sisters a noen of anprezistion and

2

farewell. He did not love them in the aommon senase of the

word, but wss gsensitive to theilr kindness and insluded thenm

" 4n his inner dirsle of friends, msde up of those "deserving"

of his "love".

He published the poem To Two 3isters (Cempbell, p. 178)

over the signature 3IZ3TI, which was too near Z3TiI31 not to
be rezognized by his wife, who ieaame Jeslous and displessed

nith her huasbsnd.

The poet was juisk to appreaiste kindnesses, and especially
so during the yesrs of his hyporshondrissl oondition, when he
oonaidered hi-self desniasble.

0 fair! O kind!

i ; iod.
1. The love theme is predominant in the noem3 of this per
“¢f. Coleridge to sSara, Unpublished Letters, I, 2?0.
8, Usmpbell, ne. 636. Printed in Lourier, Booeméer %o, 1807.
e Cémbbell: ps 636, Whe was first printed in ihe Courier in 1807%




3iters in blood, yet eash with esah in-
tuined «
lore alose by sisterhood of heart ang
mind;
Ife 'disinherited in form snd faze
By nature, and mishap of outward grase;
7ho, soul and body, through one puilt-
lesa faults
Wete daily with the poison of sad
thought, ,
ife did you soothe, when solase hopod I
none!
(110 6"12)

Uttexrly in the grip of self indused melanzholy, Coleridre
lost all hope of ever realizing the fulfulment of his talents
and of regaining his heslth.

Hope long i3 dead to me! an orphan's

tear
Love wept despairing o'er his nurse's
bier.
(11. 41-42)

This wa3 a fallow period for Coleridge. He hed grenrt
potentinlities, whish aaused hia friends to hsve sn inareased

1
intereat in him when he showed to them his projested work.
When he consistently faisied, however, to comnlete his work,
his friends begsn sympathetically to lose pstiense with hinm.
During this period Coleridge wrote prose bits for the Courier
and resd metaphysiosl works. In his letters he zomnlained
of his siaoknesses snd desaribed them graphisally, but both

the resders of the letters and Coleridge hinself aould see in-

1. Campbell states that Ccleridge planied areat gorks but
never sompleted them. He told Beswnont that ne was going
to make a trenslation of the latter's paintings, but never

did '.309 Cam !Jbell; LXV.
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dolenoe anderlying his exsusos.
Joxdsworth wrote to Poole Maran 23, 1809;

I give it to you a3 my delibersmte opinion founded
unonn proofs whish have been strenghening for yesrs,
that he neither will nor gsn exeaute anythine of im-
portanse to himself, his family, or mankind. He is
frustrated by s derancement in his intelleaztusl snd
moral constitution. In faast, he has no voluntary
power of mind whatever, nor is »e sapasie of asting
under any gonstraint of duty or moral obligation.lt

The poet reslized that nhe was asught in a net of mental
indolence, largely induzed by addiation to oolum and brandy,
from which it was impossible to oxtriante himself. The résult
was hopelessness. This beaéme 8 dominant theme in ihe poetry
of his later yeara. |

In The Visionsry Hope (Camoball, p. 171) Coleridge expressed

a triple hopelessness, s dealine of poetis ability with little

or no shange of his powers returning, a degenerstion into drug

"addiation, whish it seemed impossible to aast off, and an un-

gertainity in relipion. His nature told him that ‘mitsrianism
was an empty shell, but his‘intelleof rebelled azainat forms
Christianity.2 79 ssuw no solution for his difficulties, ané
henae, fatalistioslly asaented them, and appealed to his friends
for syapathy snd aid in his letters.

3ad lot, to havo no Hope! Though lowly

1. Campbell, p. LXXIX, from Knight's Life of 7illism Tordsworth,

. 4 o
2. éié égems‘and jetters of the period seem to ory out in pity

i ¥ H dded in
at his ahronis sondition. fhe Visionary Hope was 8
the serond edition of Remorse, and slso altered and printed
in the Biographis Literaria, 18117.
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kneeling,
He fain would frsme a prasyer within his
breast,
Vould fain entreat for some sweet bresth
‘ of hesaling,
That his siask body might have ease and
resat: ; _
e 8trove in vsin! the dull dighs from
his ahest
Againat his will the stiflins load revealing,
Thouzh Nature forzed: B
(11. 1-6)

The sondition sonstantly brought evil drenms upon hin.

In poem3 other thsn the Psoins of Sleep, he aried out agsinst

his tortured rest. This thought 1s uttered in the following
lines.

The sterness on his gentle brow aon-
fessed,
Siokneas within and miserable feelinn:
Though obsasure psnzs made zurses of his dresms,
And dreaded sleep, osch night repelled ‘
in vain,
Eaah nizht was sonttered by its ovn
' loud saresms; ‘
{1l. 2=-13)

He wrote in his Poaket Book at one iime, "My sole sen-
1
suality 1s not to be in psain®.

Yet never aould his heart soumand,
though fsain,
One deep fall wish to be no morv in
pain. '
2

About 1811 Coleridge wrote The Pane ifore sharp Thanzﬁll

(Campbell, p. 182), whiah he aomposed in allegorioal form.

The knowledge thet all hdpe had passcd wes expressed in

It is interesting to note the similarity
nis letters and notes.
Campbell plazes it in 1811

l. Gillman, I, 246.
in phraeses in his poetbry and in

2. Varlously dated 1807 =nd 1819.
as a sompronise. -

3. rirst printed In Poetisal Torks, 1828,
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the followins verses:
Hope's last and dearest ahild withoat s
name - «
Has flitted from me, like the warmthless
flame,
(11. 2-3)
Coleridge's failure to produze anything of worth, his
hanbit of nezlesting his appéintments. and his gonstent wesk
will gaused him to lose the esteem of some of his friends.
(His owsn self-esteenm hadé long been lost, if he over had it.)
He was not doserted, however, but provided for until 1¢l2 by
the pension from 7edr-wood, and sared for by his friends through
gindness apd in respest to hig lstent genius. e reasovnized
this f=at and expressed it in this sliegory. [n the past lines
the poet disaarded his sloak of obsyurity snd frankly said;
0 worse than all! O psng all pangs
aoove "
Is Zindneas gsounterfeiting absent Love!
(11. 57-58)
One of his most dircat autoblographic poors of the time

1
is . A Tombless Zpitaoh (Csmpbell, ». 180).

In his prose sutobiography he referred to himself as

2 .
3atyrane. This title also sppears in the adéress of the

poem.

'P7i3 trae, Idoloalastes Satyrane! (
1. 1)

The'qdalities of the romantia, revolting sgalist slassis

l. Printed first withouat the title in “he iKricnd YIV, Hove

ember 23y 1809.
2. 3atyrane Letters-— 3Blopraphia Litoeraris, 1lu6:7.




standnrds, sre shown in the lines;

0f elder times, he hated to exazess,
7ith en wnguiet and intolerant saorn,
The hollow puppets of sn hollow age,
dver idolstrous, snd ahanging ever,
or worthless idols! Learnina, power,

end time,
(7Yoo :uoh of all) thus wasting in vain
war

0f fervid aollojuy.
(11. 8-14)

Even ovnoressed by siskness when younger, he had son-

tinued to sompose poetry.

3iakness, 'tis true,

7hole years of wear; days, besieged hin

alose,
Even to the gates snd inlets of his life!
But it 1s true, no lesa, that strenuous,

fizrm,
And with a natursl glsdness, he maintained
The nsitadel unsoaguered, and in joy
Was atrong to follow the delightful Muse.

(11. 14~-20)

His love of nature was shown in the followina lines:

For not a hidden path, that to the shades

0f the beloved Parnassian foresti leads,

Lurked undissovered by him; not a rill

There issues from the fount of Hippo-
arene,

3ut he hmd trazed it upwsrd to 1its
sourae, :

Through onen glsde, dark pmlen, snd secret
dsll,

Znew the gay wild flowmers on 1ts banks,
and gulrod

Its med'ainanle i1erbv3.
(11. 21-28)

Coleridpe, from the time he was fifteen Jjears old, hed

delighted in plumbinzg the depths of philosophy.

Yes, oft alona,
Pierain: the long-neglerted holy asve,

148
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The haunt obsaure of old@ Philosophy,

Coleridge was aonstantly reading snd his desire for truth
led him into a msze of philosophy whioh confused his relipious |

conaeptions. Gillman desoribed him as'having the simplioity

1 , c
of a ohila. Coleridge embodied these thoughts in a romsntia

idealization of himself.

0 studious Poet, eloguent for truth!
Philosopher! aontemning wealth asnd death,

Yet doalle, aghildli.e, full of Life snd Love!
(11. 35-37)

During the years 1811-1812 he again sontributed to the

Courier, but his work was inferior to that with the [lorning

Post in 1800, In 1811 Wedgwood withdrew the

Closing Years ,
at . pension of 150 & begause of his nesleot of

Highgate

wife and ghildren (Southey snd friends had
put the boys in aolieges},g and beosuse of his faillure to
produse any of the great literasry projeots whish he had planned,
Upon Byron's regommendstion Iemorse wag aogzepted by the
Irury Lane Theater and suosessfully produced. e realized a
large aoﬁpansation.vmore then he hsd earned by the produation
of 211 his literary work put together. It seems that this sum
should have msintained him mamy years, but by this time he had
grown sgaustomed to oxtravapsnaies snd indulgence in opium,

3
and in less than two years he had wssted the entire sum.

l. Gillman, I,116.
2, Traill, p. 139, from Southey to Cottle, Ostober 17, 1814.

3. Ilbid., p. 136.
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AIn 1814 Coleridge leatured in Bristol, failing{fo keep
aome fo his appointments snd not heing pundtual in tohers.

The result was a failurc. In the middle of August he returned
to Loundon. During this yesr he sank to the lowest level, ale
most to the Eubbish eap.

Upon one oozasion Cottle hanpened to he visiting at the
home of Hannah More and ﬁotiaeﬁ that Goléridge at the dinner
tabple was unable to hold a glass of wine in hiu hsnd without
spilling the liguid, even though one hsnd was supported by the
other. Cobttls remsarded to the iostess about the faot. "fThat",

she repllied, "arises from the immoderate juantity of opium he

' 1
takes,

Cottlo beasme alarmed at Coleridpme's condition and wrote
to him on April 25, 1814, sttempting to portray the danpers
of the druz habit to him.2 Cottle pointed out to him the harm
to his body, to his friends end family, and to his literary
productiveness, and asked ninm to reiurn to Kesvigk snd aid
Southey 1n sanvorting his family.

on the following day Coleridge indignantly replied, re-
minding Cottle aonaserning his ohense =addistion to the drug

1. Cottle, p. 361l. Hannsh liore, late Zighteenth Century drema-
tist, "wes a woman of strong ochsaraoster, mesauline intelleot
end passions, vhioh thmwerted in life, were almost bound
to find expressgion in literature", Routh, H.V., "The (Geor-
gian Drsma®”, {Cambridze History of linglisn Literature. Vol.
XII. De 301l }e

2. Cottle, p. 361 ff., Coleridge to Cottle, Bristol, April 25,
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a3 a mediocine, snd his present ahsolute subjeotion to it. He
desired s hundred pounds to give to lrs. Coleridge, ond snother
hundred to plase hlmself under tho aare of Ir. Fox in his med-
house.

Thile at tne liorgans he had been partislly sured. hen

he entered their home he hsd been sonsuming from two jusrts
. _ 2
- of laudanum a week, to o oint a day, Rebelling sgainst ab-

"atinensze, hesaid that it was better that he die then endure
the pain. iirs. itlorgan "resolutely™ replied, it was indeoed
better that he should dle than that ho ShouldJoontinae to live
as he had been living.

His sbutinenase, however, was short-lived, and he relapsed
into his onatomsary indulpenae. "i'w

He rotlred to the home of the lMorgans at Cslne where he.
gonvalesaad. . Putting himself undor the gare of Ir. Adsms, he
frankly told all of his sheakered asreer. Ile realized that
he was not strong enough ﬁo sontrol himself, and that unless
he totally'aurrendereﬁ himself to the guidanae of snother he
would perish. Ir. Adams, howover, wes unsble to help hi:, and
urote Dr. Gillman at Highgate asking that he harbor the fo;lorn
poet and forae hin to leave off opiwa.

Dr. Gillman d4id not aish to tske suah a porson into his

home, but made arras:gements with Rdams to drive out with Coler-

1. Ibid., pp. 366-353, Coleridge to Cottle, April 20, 1814.
2. Ibide, p. 373, Coleridge to Cottle, Keswigii, April, 1l8l4.
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idage on the following dsy. H3efore the appointed hour, Coleridge,
who had gome slongz, walked into the home. Gillmsn -hsad a guest
seasted before his firo. Coleridgo made himself aélmly at home -
and beran sush a familiar sonversation that the guest arose
and ssid, "I ses by your manners an old friend hes arrived, and
I shall, therefore, retire®.

Coleridge psrted from Gillman promisiﬁg to return the next
evening leeving Gillman sharmed and "impatient for the mOIIOﬁ.“l

The  poot wrote Dr. Gillman informing him of the faots of
his illness, 1a which he stated tiat he feared inssnity might
ensue from refraining from opiwn, s3 his longest intervel be-
tween doses had been sixty hours. He rejquested Gillmsn to
guard‘him diligently during the.first weck. An interesting
referenase to his aonversstion in the 1ett¢r followma; |

The stimulus of sonversation suspends the terror

that hsunts my mind, but when [ am alono, the hor-

. rors 1 have suffered from laudenum, the degradstion,
the blighted utility almost overwhelms me.é
On the following HMonday evaing Coleridge‘oame to Highpste

bringing Christabel with him, whioh was published in 1817.

Thus started the long road basak. He never wholly recove~

ered, and did not regain his powers of fansy, but he regsined
his dignity and some of his literary powers. i{is wisdom hsd

1. Gillmﬂn, I, 273.. 4

2« Gillman, I, 275, Coleridge to Gillmsn, April 13, 1816.

3, His Biographis ILiteraria, a aritiesl study of his leterary
. ‘growtn, w83 publi3~zed in 1817. ' ’




163

finally triumpbed over philosophy end he hasd besome an ortho-

dox Christisu. Thomas Carlyle in the Life of Johu sterling

has given us a ploture of the old Coleridge in these alosing,
" yet mellow, years at Highgste.

The good m=n, ne wad now getting old, towards sixty
perhaps; snd gsve you the ides of a2 life thst hnd
bean full of sufterings; a life heavy-laden, half-
vanjuished, still awimming painfully in sess of msni-
fold physiasl and other bewilderment. Brow snd hesd
were round, and of massive weight, but the fz1e wues
flabby and irresolate, but expressive of weakness
ander possibility of strength. He hung loosely on
his 1limbs with knees bent, snd stooping sttitude;

in walking he rather shuffled than dcoisively stept:
and a lady onoo remarked, he never gouldé fix whiah
side of the garden walk would suit him best, but
sontinually shifted, 1n sorksorew fashion snd kept
tryinz both. A heavy-laden, high-aspiring end surely
nugh-guffering man. His voisze, naturally soft and
good, had gontrasted itself into s plaintive snuffle
and sing-song— you would have sdd preasching earnestly
and slso hopelessly the welghtiest things.l

He 3till retsined his keen intelleat ripened into fall
matarity, and s great wealth of sensibility to the beautiful,
but his nature was set in irresolution. He had fled from 1ife,
laking the will to fight it. |

In 1823; while at Highgste, Coleridge began composing

Youth snd Agpe (Campbell, p. 191), which is a refleation upon

his psst youth, full of 10pe, and his present stste of senility
2 .
with its hopeless but mellowing years.

The poeom shows dominantly the poet's resignetion to hope~

1. Carlyle, Thomas, The Life oi_;ghn_ﬁ&gz;ig%, ps 54.
2. Coloridge worked uapon this poem at odd intervsls finslly
publisning it in 3ijou and Litersry Jouvenir, 1828.
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lesaness. The latter yesrs were as of one who was waiting
for the hour to come when he would quit the'world to which he had
never been able to adspt himself.

As 8 younp man Coleridpe had reacfed feelingly to nstuare.
His poetio ability hed been developed in his oollepgo desys and

found its spex in the Anaient Mariner. 1In the poem to The Rev,

Goorge Coleridge hehad oommented upon his poetioa growth sand

expressed the hope of futwe greatness ss a poet. All had bheen
wasted during the years of his indulgence.

A BLZ335D lot hath he, who haviug
passed
His youth and early msnhood in the stir
 And turmoll of t:e world, retreats at
- length,
Tith gsares that move, not agitate the heart,
To the same dwelling where his father d“elb‘
‘llo 1‘5)

It was the young poet's nature to be loved, snd his en-
thusiasm ond intelleat drew friends to hia. In the latter yéara
many of these frienés, beagoning disappointed and impatient with
him, left him, only & few loyal ones rcmsin:d through pity and

1l
kindness,

1. Coleridge mas unfortunate in many things, but not in his
friendshins. JSome left him, but others loved snd osred for
him antil his death. As his older aoguainienoses left him,

- new ones gsme, who, attrasasted by his love and faded genius,
made him osomfortable in his deolining yesrs. 7Tordsworth,
who had grown a littlo impatient but remsined loysl to him.
nrote;

Hou can he expeat that others should
Sow for nhim, resp for him, and at
his call.
Love him, who for himself will taks
no tiaought at ali.
—The 0ld I,eeshgatherex
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Friendship is a sheltering troe;
0! the joys, that esame doun shower-like,
0f Friendship, TLove, and Liberty,
ire I was old!
Zre I wag old? Ah, woeful Ere,
Whiash tells me, Youth's no longer here! v
‘ , (11. 19-23)

But Coleridge was not old in years. At this time he was
not more than fifty-six jaars old, but dissipation end 11l
heslth, as well a&s inability to adspt himself, had broken him
in body and spirit.

0 Youth! for years so many snd swueet,
713 xnown, that Thou and 1 were one,
I'1l think it but a fond songeite

I see these lo3is in silvery slips,

This drooping gait, this saltered size:

But 3pring-tide hlossoma on thy lips,

And tears take sunshine from thine eyes!

Life 1s bat thought: so think I will

That Youth snd I are house-mates still. ,
(11. 24-26: 33-38)

The poet's hopelessness i3 shown in the zonsluding lines:
ﬁhére no hopa is, life's a warning
That only serves to make us grieve,

Then wo are old.

on Februsry 21, 1827, Coleridge asomposed ‘lork Tithout

Hope (Campbell, p. 203), regretting his loss of response to

nature. He recognized'in writiﬁg the O0de to Tejeation that

his power of feclins nature had gone. In his latter years at
'Highgate. as health bégan to imopove, he saw the beauty of nature
which had inapired him to aompose in his earlier years, and

now felt no reasponse to it. He realized that this sensibility
oould never be reaslled, and that all hope of sppresistion of

nature had left him.
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Yot well I ken the banksa where amaranths
blow,
Have traaed the fount mhenoe stresms of
neatar flow. .
Bloom, O ye smaranths! bloom for whom
ye may, .
For me ye bloom not! Glide, righ
streams away!
W¥ith lips unbrightened wreathless brow.
I stroll:
And would you learn the spells that
drowse my soul?
Jork without Hope draws neatar in a
sleve,
And Hope without an ohjeot sannot
live.
(11. 7-14)

3inge his return to England from Germany in 1799 he had
become more inaslined to Christisnity. He began to think of
Unitarisniom as the religion of a man, whose resson would make
 his an. atheist, but whose heart and sommon sense would not
permitit.l

Coleridge was kind to mll whom he believod good. He was
quiock to forpgive when injured, as he hoped to be forgiven for
his misspent life. Even when he had been reviled snd perse-
auted, he never perseauted others, He wrote apon one ooaasion:‘

I do not osre for men's religious opinions-Q they vary,

and are dependent on that which uasually surrounds

them, but I rogsrd with more attention what men are.2

In his later years he regarded Unitarisnism ss merely a

besutiful‘shell from whish the animsal, which secreted the pearl

sovering, had been extracted. Unitarianism was Christisnity

1. Gillman, p. 161.
2. Ibid., p. 165.
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1
without the redemptive Christ.
As the years passed, he beoame inoreasingly orthodox in

his views. In 1817 Coleridge wrote in his Confessions of Be=-

lief;

I sinocerely profess the Christian faith end regard
the New Testament sa aontsining sll the srtiasles,
and I interpret the words not only in the obvious,
but in the litersl soense, unless where asommon reason
md the authority of the Chursh of Snglsnd Join in
nommsnding them to be understood figurstively: as
for instanse, "Herod is a Fox".?

Two poems>exemplify the regenérated Coleridge, Forbesarsnce -
3
(Campbell, p. 208) and My Baptismal Birthday (Campbell, p. 210).

Forbosranse ig Coleridpe's plea for forgiveness for s mis~
4
gpent 1life, as he himself aould forpgive others.

GENTLY I took that whish ungently
same,
And without saorn forgave:;—- Do thou
the ssme,
(11. 1-2)

liy Baptismal Birthday was written while Coleridge lay siak.

Zmerson visited him on August 5, 1833. A shense remark from
Dr. Chahning caused Coleridge to rail agsinst "the folly end
ignoranise of Unitarianism", whish sntagonized Emerson who "had
been born and bred a Unitarian“.5 Yhen Imerson rose to go,
Coleridge resd him this poem, whiah shows his positive aooepf—

of Christisnity:

1. Ibid., p. 315.

2. Gillmgn’ p. 5-.19.

3¢ First printed in Friendshio's Offerino 1834.
4, ctf. u")itEEh. -

& Campbell, n. CXXI.
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GOD's ohild in Christ asdopted,- Christ
ny 28ll,-—

Tant that earth bossts were not lost
oheaply, rather

Than forfeit that blest name, by which I

aall

The Holy Cne, the almighty God, my
Fathey P~

Father! in Christ we live, and christ in
Thoaes

dternal Thou, and everlasting wo.
The heir of heaven, henceforth I fear not
death:
In Christ I live! In Christ I draw the
breath
0f the true life! - {(1ll. 1-9)

Coleridge lived hardly a year after the visit of Imerson,

His body begame wraoked with pain snd he seemed to yesrn to
l .
take "leave of his inocumbranage". In the winter he wrote his

Epitaph. ‘Vordsworth, in reading the aasount of his death, re-
marked that in his 1last years he had been hopeful of reaovery

from gsiskness and lived in = pesae whioh he had never known
— 2
before. All things were "resonoiled and harmonized".

On July 25 he died quietly and was buried in Highgsate

Charchyard, leaving behind him his Epitaph to be insceribved upon

3 4
his stone.  His body was acsompsnied by only a few friends,
Lamb being absent.

In the Churoh was orested a handsome tsblet in his honor
: 6
donated by the Gillmans.

1. Ibid.. from T. Poole and His Friend, II, 294.

2e emOiIS I’ 291.

3 For an aogount of Coleridge's death of. Unpublished Letters,
II, 455 n.; 457n.

4; camObell CXXI.

be Letters of Charles Lsmb, II, 430,

6. Cottle, p. 486.
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His Zpitaph, written Hovember 9, 1833, 1s a plea: for
aharity for his failuro in life snd = braying hope for for-
giveness, through Christ. |

370P, Christiaen passer-byl-—- 3top, ghild

of God,

And read uith gentle bresst. Beneath
this sod ,

A poet lles, or that which onse seem?'d
heo""

0, lift one thought in prayer for 3.%.C.:
That he who many a year with toil of
breath '
Pound death in life, may here find life in
deathl
Meray for praise-— to be forgiven for fome
He ask'd, end honed, through Chriat.
Do thou the same!




Iv.
CONCLUS I0N
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I have endeavored to show that Coleridge's poetry, sal-
though imsginative, has a dominant element of experience in
it. I have traged this element from his earliest poem, Gene-
vieve, written while st Charist's Hospital, to the Zpitaph
nritten in 1833 at Hipghgate.

bnly enough of his life has been included to give sn ad-
equatas baagkaground of his gareer, and I have not attempted s
full outline of his wlography apart from its relation to his
poems, In many oases ohronological seyguense has bheen saori-
figed in oxder tanat engh series of autobiogrgphiaal poems
might be better defined,

It will be noticed that in genersal the lattqr boeqs seem
more autoviographiocal than the earlier ones, and that the ele-
ment of experience in his poetry grew with the deoline of his
poetic sbility. '

Although this reseaioh has given the suthor s deeper ap-
preciation of poetry, its principal)value lies in the profit
that gomes from the study of a poot's life throuzh the medium

of his verse.
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