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ENOUGH Starus Quo

- Richmond Needs a ‘Face of the City

s Hureeane Enabied was hearing

down on the City of Bichnond aa

a receit Thursdsy moming. | was
apeaking o the (rreafer  Bichmaond
t.‘_Pi:-.u.mhe:« of Commerce. | had been
wsked 1o spesk abouwt gy membership
oty the City Council
appaipted Commissbon
for  Richmond's  Crone
eroment. As 1 oapoke |
could  ser the  dress
ilowrting wildly und the
rain peiting the win
deown.  Littde  afid  we
kmow  the damage o

out Cily that would be Tom
cuused by Ma. Isabel, SHIELDS
After  Imabei  had L

passed, the leaders of

glnies eod bocalities adfected by the
slor wese oul i their respeciive cof
mamities “feelng the ain™ of their con
stifusats and drying Lo asasst b G e
covery. Mayors in the District of Colum
biz and Haltimore wepe i noeighbor
howds  mevting  with  residends  and
showing amppamsbin a8 by 8 mayor
can. Tley visiterd commnunites in which
bt were destroyed by fflen trees or
where riaing water hed forced eveonu
LilE1

In respopse fo his role &s an e
ghizer, Mayor Anthony Willlama of DLC.
aaid, "You're the public face of the ciiy's
reagopse. Yow're the chief officialin {he

city, You aclually de have 8 lot of au
thawrity.” As [ scanoed the Richmond
newspaper 2nd Bslened fo dhe radio by
candlelight, 1 wondered where was aur
“chied officlel” responding 1o our post
[sabel peeds? More important, whio was
war e of the ciby”™ that we could ok
(FL L 8 (=

These are puestisns that feve been al
the heart of the discussion of the at-large
Mayor iaaue. It was why some membets
of the Corpstisasin on Richmand's Lo
crmment lought for & repoert thet would
include 5 proposal for an et-luge Mayor
efecied foy the peogic, Unlortunately, we
were pob successfud Lo convingng oihers
on the Comsmbssion Lo Bage this type of
i peport, insteed, whet was advocated in
the teport sent bo iy o] was o
coftifuition of the sfabes guo.

THIS ETATUS quo is where constil
ueipls candad ook to o “Eee of the ciy”
e bhe My — fur asslsiznce of empa-
thy. This stafur gua i s Chiy Mapager
wham the,peaple do n contral. Tlds
b queis b wesk, cerpmonial Mayor
whar i selectid by memnbers of the Chiy
Councll, not by the peaple. This doabus
gud b balkumization by oty wands
whese these i8 leo much rellamee on
what is besi for the city's wepds ratlsee
thass the for City as o whole, Plually, fhis
shotus gued ih 0 tondency 16 tidk about
whiat has ocurred i the past insteagd of

The Welder-Blilep Commpzsign  has
praposed changer fo the City Charter
thal  wowld,  among
stiver ey, alfow for
darect alection of o
mapor By fhe i
Heopuse s topic
merels broad  dious
stoty, the OpfEd Page
i desggmaiing  spece
Jor S0cward mdemig-
sroms — oot &l rides of the (xmue — be
frpgen mow avd Miovember.

cipting for 3 progressive solution for G
futtre af our City,

Blehmonders zre tred of looking at
ollser cilies whese @ chief epecutive offi
oot thuly vlected by te peopte takes cop-
trod of & sitwation and @5 accountalde for .
hisTwer aetions. [ Richmomiders wege
discousugred vy distraughl over any issue
thiat affected the entire City — be it s
iny property laxes, itdreashyg erime, or
the afermath of the wosst sloros i a
century — whom could we jook fo fur 2
sessmtise? Whom could we hold acosunt-
ahle. an the constitwents in DLC. can hedd
Whvor Willianms accountable and those
in Baltimore can bold Magtie Odalley
pevoditabie? Who would be our “Eace of
the cily™?

the Umipersify of Fichmand’s Jepaos
School of Leadership Stadues,
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