University of Richmond
UR Scholarship Repository

Master's Theses Student Research

A study of library activities in Eublic schools with
emphasis on the program in the Virginia public
schools

Margaret Elizabeth Rutherford

Follow this and additional works at: http://scholarship.richmond.edu/masters-theses
& Part of the Education Commons

Recommended Citation

Rutherford, Margaret Elizabeth, "A study of library activities in public schools with emphasis on the program in the Virginia public
schools" (1950). Master’s Theses. Paper 953.

This Thesis is brought to you for free and open access by the Student Research at UR Scholarship Repository. It has been accepted for inclusion in
Master's Theses by an authorized administrator of UR Scholarship Repository. For more information, please contact

scholarshiprepository@richmond.edu.


http://scholarship.richmond.edu?utm_source=scholarship.richmond.edu%2Fmasters-theses%2F953&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
http://scholarship.richmond.edu/masters-theses?utm_source=scholarship.richmond.edu%2Fmasters-theses%2F953&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
http://scholarship.richmond.edu/student-research?utm_source=scholarship.richmond.edu%2Fmasters-theses%2F953&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
http://scholarship.richmond.edu/masters-theses?utm_source=scholarship.richmond.edu%2Fmasters-theses%2F953&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
http://network.bepress.com/hgg/discipline/784?utm_source=scholarship.richmond.edu%2Fmasters-theses%2F953&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
http://scholarship.richmond.edu/masters-theses/953?utm_source=scholarship.richmond.edu%2Fmasters-theses%2F953&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
mailto:scholarshiprepository@richmond.edu

4 STUDY OF LIBRARY ACTIVITICS IN PUBLIC SCHOOLS
WITH EMPHASIS ON THE
PROGRAM IN THE VIRGINIA PUBLIC SCECOLS

A Thesis
Prosented to
the Graduate Faculty of the University of Rlichmond

In Partisl Tulfillment
of the Requirements for the Degree

\ b/ﬂ of Master of Science in Education
1
5¢ .
Hargaret Elizabeth Rutherford
July 1950
| LIBRARY

UNIVERSITY OF RICHMOND
VIRGINIA



ACKNOWLEDGHMENTS

This study was written under the directio;a of Dr, Edward F,
Overton, Professor of E&matibn end Dean of the Summer School,
\University of Richmond. The writer wishes to express her apprecla-
tion also to the following persoﬁs who have rendered assistance in
this works

Dr, John F. Showalter, Administrative
‘Assistant, Rlchuond Public Schools,

Mr. C, W, Dickinsen, Jr., Supervisor
of School Libraries and Textbooks, State

‘Department of Education,

Also, speciel eppreciation is due to the school librarions in
Virginia who have supplied information used "in ﬁhis thesis,



TABLE OF CONTENTS

CHAPTER PAGD
I, THE PROBLEY AND DEFINITION OF TERMSe o o o ¢ o 1

The problem « ¢ « o« ¢ o ¢ s o s o ¢ & o o

Statement of the problerl « s s « o ¢ o

Inportance of the studyTe « o o « » o «

Organlzation of the s8tudye ¢ o o « » &

Limitations of tho study « o« s » ¢ &

Sources of datGe o« » o ¢« ¢ &« o s & » & & »

O £ W W N e

Definitibn of tﬂ!’.’ﬁé UEGA ¢ o & ¢ ¢ o ¢ ¢ @

II, A BRIEF HISTORICAL DEVELOPMENT OF THE VIRGINIA
SCHOOL LIBRARY PROGRAM WITH RMPHASIS CH
LIBRARY ASSISTANTS AND LIBRAKY CLUBS o o .4 o 8

I1I. PURPOSES AND AIMS OF PI}PIL PARTICIPATION
IN LIBRARY ACTIVITIESe o # o o o 2 « » v« ¢ o o 18

Genoeral PUIrPOSOB « » » & « ¢« o ¢ v+ & o o o 22
Specifio purposes, + « o R 23
1V, THE ORGANIZATION OF LIBRARY ASSISTANT GROUPS + 33
Selection and requirements for achool
1ibrary assistants « ¢ » » #» ¢« o s o« ¢ 3L
Training of school library assistantsSe « » 40
Dutlos of school lidbrary assistants. « « o« L4b
Scheduling of duties of 1library assiste:
B,ntﬂoonth:OOlb'ctﬁcvhg
Rewards and compensation for libravy

anplatants o o ¢ ¢ 2 o+ o o v 5 2 e @ 53




CHAPTER
Ve THE SCHOOL LIBRARY OLUBs » o« v & o ¢ s & »
Purpoges of the sohﬁol library olube o
Hembership in the school 1library olub, .
Meetings of the achdol lrbrary'clubg.‘ .
Officers of the school 1ibrary olube o
qugvamé and activities of the school
library olube s o o « ¢ o s v & o o
The school iibrary~bluba in Virginia
Public 50h0o0LBe o o « & s 5 o o » »
VI. A LIBRARY ASSISTANT ASSOCIATION ON A STATE-
WIDE BASIS o « 2 o 8 o ¢ ¢ % a » 0 a8 v s »
A survoy of the state-wide library clubs
in the United StateSe o v o o o » o
Tho poaaibiiiﬁy for organizing a state-
wide library elub in Virginia « « »
VII. THE VOGATIONAL ASPEGT OF THT STUDENT LIBRARY
ACTIVITY PROGRAM o o o o o o o o o o s s + s
Hethoda used to recrult student library
assistants into tho fleld of
1ibrary worke » R A
The New York Library Association
SEUAY o o ¢ ¢ o ¢ v 0 & s s « o n o

An Investigation of the Virginia

PROCTAML @ 5 ¢ % & % & ¢ & » # 6 o &
VIII. CONCLUSIONS AND RECOMMENDATIONSs w « o o o o

Conclusions e« « » LI I B O *,‘.‘ . e
Recormendationsge o « o o ¢ % 5 ¢« ¢« ¢ & »

BIBLIOGHA?BY..Q T I T S R SN S R S R S S S

APPENDIXe o @ # o o % 5 5 % o 2 ¢ o ¢ 5. ¢ v % 8 u &

iv

PAGE
62
63
65
66
68

o

81.

91

93

9k
96

98
100

100
102

111



TABLE
L.

II.

III,

Iv.

Ve

VI,

VIiI.

LIST OF TABLES

Numbor of Student Library Asslatants In
Virginia Public Schools For A Pariod
of Fourteen Yoarse s s « « s s ¢ # o » 4
Surmary of Purposes and Alds of School
Library Activities As Compiled From
A Questionnaire Sent to 322 Accredited.
Virginia High SchoolBe s ¢ « ¢ a ¢ » o o
Frequency of Ooocurrence in Virginia
Public School Libraries of Dutlies Pere
formed By School Library Assistantse. « o

Types of Rewards anc Compensations Given
to Student Library Asslstants in Vipe

ginla Publlic Schools o o v ¢« o ¢ o o & o
Average Number of Library Asglstants in

Virginia Public Schools Grouped Accords

ing to School Enrollmentse o ¢ o ¢ o o

Humber of S8ochool Library Clubs in
Virginia Public Schools Reported Accorde
ing to School Years .+ « .-. N REER

Total Number of Library Club Kembers
Per School Division in Virginia for
the School Year 1918-19l9. « ¢ o = o o »

PACE

30

148

59

76

79



LIBT OF FIQURES
PIGURE PAGE

le Outline Hap of Virginia Showing Location
of L7 Public Schools in Virginia
Having Library Assistant Grou?a, v« v 57
2+ Oraph Showing Humbor of Library Assiste
| ants for Each Grade Lovels o » « « s « 60
3. Outline Map of Virginia Showing Location
of 223 Vifginia_?ublio Schools Having
Organized Library Clubse o « o o o o o [




CHAPTTR 1
THE PRO3LIM AMD DZPINITIONS OF TIZHUS UZID

In rocont yoars, many professionsl pubdlications in
the field of libdbrary work have carried articles on the sube
Jeot of library oludbs and school lidrary sssistant groups.
These writings have been concerned, for the most part, with
one particular school situation, where an outstanding ore
ganization existed, or were in the nature of "testimonials"
of lidrarians who had had a sucocessful experience as spon=
sor of a student library group. The suggestions and infore
mation glven in these articles have served a purpose, dut
thelr contribution has necessarily been limited, 7The mwed
for a wider survey and study of the whole situation, based
on s=all, average, and large sise schools, in which varying
types of library prograus are bdeing offered, has dboen folt
by the school libdrarians for s long ti=o, as revealed through

numorous requests on tholr part,

I, T3 ?R03L7

Statomont of the problen. The purpose of this study
is o traoce the developmont of library assistant staffs axd

1ibrary cludbs {n Virginia's Publioc Schools from: earliest
available records up to the preosent tinme,

This study attex=pts (1) to show the place that library
activitieos havs {in the zmodern school prograa, (2) to show
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The relative location of library oclubs and library assiste
ant groups in the State, (3) to present a summary of the
duties, programs, and services of the two organizations,

and (L) to reveal the vocational effectiveness of the traine
ing recelved by the pupils.

A brief survey into the programs of the twenty-four
states having llbrary supervisors has also been made for ths
purpose of comparison and for securing data that may result
in fupther development in the Virginia programs

Importance of the study. In 1949, four hundred and

thirty-eight of the acoredlited high schools in Virginia,
from a total of 537 high schools, reportad thoe use of atudent
help in the library to aasist the librarians snd teachere
librapriang in performing the functions of the library pro-
gram‘l In 219 of the 438 schools, the assistants are
organiged into an activity group designated as a library
club‘a

The student library sssistants in Virginia total li,lll
and the participants in the library clubs mmber 5,148,
Together, the two organizations involve 9,589 peraéﬁs of

school ages The experiences afforded such a larges number

1 Virginia, State Board of Education, Anmual Revort

of the Superdintendent of Publig Instruction of the Common «
v:'-"‘i’h“‘p“‘aa th ol Virpinio, 1048=1949, VeX%X1ll, NO, 3, Septomber

194G,

2 DCe 9_1.&.

. ———



are worthy of serious consideration.

An investigation into the present aituation in
Virginia reveals (1) the lack of consistency within a local
school division, (2) the lack of significant purposes, (3)
the need for more meaningful training and oclosor super-
vision of the organizations, (l;) the need in certain areas
for organizing library olubs and library assistant groups,
and (5) the failure to provide activities whioh will result
in the accomplishment of worthwhile purposes.

A oritlical study on a State-wide basis in Virginia,
and an invostigation into ths offerings in othor states,
should reveal data which may prove beneficial to Virginia
Public Schools.

Organigzation of the study. The study begins with a

brief history of the development of the library activities
in the public schools of Virginia. Pollowing this, the
purposes, aims, and objectives of the activities are dis-
cusged and the study progresses into the organizational
phase as revealed in Virginia and other places on both a
local and State-wide basis. Consideration is given to the
vocational aspect and value of library activities, followed
by a sumary of the entire study,.

Limitations of tho studye Thoe library prograa in

Virginia Public 3chools showed 1ittle definitoness of pure
pose until 1923 when a Suporvisor of Toxtbooks and School
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Libraries waa appointed by the State Board of Education*B
Therefore, this study is nacessarily limited to the perlod
in Virginia between 1923 and 1949.

The 1nvestigation~mada for this study inoludes both
elementary and high school libraries, which have been cone
sldared not as separate levels of lnstruction, but as a
teaching agency of the entire schools Bxoept where othere
wise indicated, the data Include both the slementary and
high school library programs.

The data for the study have also been limited and lacke
ing in certalin arens due to a large turnover in school
library porsonnel and due to the fallure of some schools to
keop adaquate records.

8ince the accumulated data repressnt the annual reports
of 512 aschools and replies to a questionnaire from 180
adhools, a significant study of the activity phase of the
livrary program has been possible; however, it should be
pointed out that there are certain schools in the State which
are not included in the atudy becauss of fallure to report
sufficient information within an allotted period of time,

Sources of Data. The data for this study inoclude the

following sources of material:
(1) Government Documeonta., The Annual Reports of the

Supsrintendent of Public Instructlon of the

Cormonwoalth of Virginia have boen examined from

3 Virginia, State Boavrd of Educabtion, HMinutes,.
May 15, 19234



188 through 1949. Information given on the
Annual Library Reports of school librarians for
session 194;8«49 has been used. Frequent
referonce has been made to the Uinutea of the
State Board of Education for the purpose of vori-
fication.

(2) Books, Mapagine Articles, and Reports. ‘iritten

texts on this subject havo beon found to be vory
linited. Vilma Bonnett's Studont Library Assiste-

ants, although out-of-date, has becn of some
value, The most useful periodicals have boen

VWiilson Library Bulletin, Library Journal, Virginia

Journal of Education, and other professional maga=-

gines in the field of general education, mentioned
in the bibliography.

A report prepared in a surmmer workshop at
Appalachian State Toachers College, Boone, liorth
Carolina, furnished helpful data, One of the
study groups at the workshop adopted as its pro-
ject for development "Pupil Library Assistants,."

(3) ggeatlbnnnires. One source of information was a

L

quostionnaire, ' prepared on pupil library

See Appondix A, "Questionnaire on School Library Pupil
Assiatants and Library Clubs."



assiastents and library olubs, and sent to 322
acoredited high schools in Virginia. The ine
formation received from 100 schools is used
throughout this study. Also a questionnaire
was prepared on the toplc of State-wide library
prograns and sent to the 23 State library
auparvisorss in the U, S, The 16 replies bto
this questionnaire form the baslia for Chape

tor VI,

(4) Porsonal Experionces, The writer has made vislts
to the libraries in over 300 schools in Virginia
and has obgerved the library assistants at work
and hag discusgod plana for the library oludb
with librarianse It has algo been her privilege
to disouas this matter wlth eminent authorities
both Iin Virginia and in neighboring states.

IXI. DEPIHITIONS OF TERMS USED

Student aassistant., The terms student assistant and

pupil assistant are used interchangeably throughout the

6

study. Fargo defines them as volunteer workers who spend

5 Notet The total number of State library supere
visors is 2li, but eince the nuthor was familier with the
‘situation in Virginia, a questionnalre was not sent to the
supervisor in thiag State. ‘

6 ILuoile Fargo, Library In the School, {Chicago:
imerican Library Association, 1939)s Pe L173e




time In the library performing simple tasks under the
supervision of the librarian.
Library clube The library club, which may or may

not be composed of the library assistaents, is a group of
volunteer puplls with common interests centoring around
the library and its sarvices.

Library counecils The library council ia a group
gimilar in nature and funotion to that of the library
elub, but it is usually sappointed by ths student counoil

or governing school body, rather than to be a direct cute

growth of the library assistant staff,



CHAPTER II

BRIEF HISTORILCAL DEVZLOPMCMNT OF THE VIRGINIA SCHOOL LIBRARY
PROGRAM WITH EMPHASIS ON LIBRARY ASSISTANTS AND LIBRARY CLUBS

Just as the Commonwealth of Virginia was slow to accept
the idea of pudblic education for "all the people's childroen,"
80 has she beon equally as h§altant to soe and to admit the
benefits which may be derived from providing adequate library
service for her children, Although the present progran of-
fered in the schools of Virginia i1s considered to be in ade
vance of many othoer statea in the United Stntea.l its early
developrient was a slow and arduous process.

Vhen the United States Bureau of Pducation compiled a
roeport on libraries which oxisted in the United Statos in
1876, only twenty-one schools in Virginia reported having a
book collection of ase many as 300 VOlumaa.a Inocluded in
the group of 21 schools was Richmond Central Public School
with LOO volumes.

"One of the best known grade schools in tho systom

and the earliest to be fully organigzed, was Central,

housed at first in the Brockenbrough mansion,

called aince the Civil Var, the White House of the

Conf'ederacy. This mansion was built in 1818 for
Dr¢ John Brookonbrough by the arohitect Robert Mills

1 Louis R. Vilson, Librarics of the Southeast,
(Chapel Hill, North Carolina, Southeastern Library Assoe-
olation, 1949) pp. 87, 69, 91, 97.

2 U, 8. Bureau of Education, Public Librarics in
the Unitod States of Amorica, 1876, Part L, p. 1010,




who was reaponsible for the deosign of the Wickhanm
or Valontine Housec, now the Valentine Muscum. Dur=
ing the Civil War the Brookenbrough house was the
official and private residence of Jefforson Davis,
the president of the Confederacy. Vhen Richmond
fell and Federal troops entered the City, thls
house became the headquarters of the provisional
govermnment and was not roatored to the City until
1871, After the evacuation of Richmond, the of=-
fiolal in command of Virginia as District lio, 1;
would have turned the mansion over to the Froed-
man's Bureau for a Negro Normal School but for the
efforts of certain citizens. In desperate noed of
a home for her nowly founded public achoola, the
School Board bought this mansion from the city for
$11;,000, and ocalled it Central School, with Mr, S, T.
Pendleton as principals It was ocoupled 88 a
school bullding until 1894, and then taken over by
the City as an historic memoriale The achool found
quarters around the cornor on Twelfth Stroeet in a
new building, with 1ts name changed in rocent years
‘to Ruffner, !'Central! having lost its significanco."3

In December 1893 the principal of Bridgetowmn School
in Horthampton County, wrote an article in which he deseribed
a.emall collection of books consisting of donations and
461,069 worth of new books, which sum was the proceeds from
an oyster suppere. . In this same school, there was organigod
the first school library of which any record has been found.v
A group of interested pupils, who had enjoyed roading the
books during the school term, met during the summer montha
for the purpose of discussing books and authors. They called
themselves a "School Library club,“h although it apparently

largaret Neager, History of Iiducatlon in Richmond,
(virginta Division of the iorks Progross Adninistration,

1939} ppe. 119-1204

Dudley Redwood Cowles, "School Libraries", Virpinia
Journal of Zducation, 2:235, December 1893,




differed in nature and puvpope from the slubs of today.
lilne years lator there appoarad a direot reference
to the use of library pupil asasistantas In a twowroon
sohool in Fairfox County the aituabion'&& deéav&b&& np
follows: "Funds for the purchase of Dicitons, Scott,

David Harum, and To lave and To Hold were ralsed by

literary entertainments ana contributions from the pue
plls,; and managed by the pﬁpi&a with suggestions from
the teacher," the belief being that pupils would have
nore regard for the books Lif glven the responsibility
of earing for theme

These enrly deovelopments which were the oubgrowth
of sfforts on the part of ths loeal sohool and cormunity
lod to the need for legiaslative rocopnition,

in 1906, Senator Garrott of Cumberland County, at
the request of Sally Brucas Diokineon, a school teachern,
introduced s bHill providing for a& Stats matching fund
for the purchase of library bocks to the publioc schools.
The bill diod in the committee hoaring, but was re=
introduced in 1908+ In a modified form, the bill bocame

5 Vipeinia Journal of Pducation, 11:179-180,

6 Comonwealth of Virginia, Semate BI1l, Noe 213,
"4 8111 To Provide Por the Esbabllisiment of Libraries
in the Public Schools of the Rural Distriots,” (1906).

6

10
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& law providing for a State-ald appropriation of
$5,000 for sach year of the biennium, to be used for
the purchase of books for =sohool libvnriaa.? The
First School to use this fund was Truxillo School in
Amells County on February 15, 1909‘8

The Lirst leogal provisions for the establishment
of public high schools came in 15006, with the Mann High
School Act, and in 1913 the first accreditation stande

9 The standards required that a

ards were formulated.
sohool must have a reforence library ocollection approved
by the State Department of Education and valued at no
less thank$50.00. For the next ten years, the high
aschools had small collections consisting largely of sets
of books, texts, and a small amount of supplesmentary
material, |

In 1923 C. W. Dlokinson, Jrs.s; a former school
principal of Bwporis High School, and later a superintenw
dent of Cumberland County, was appointed Supervisor of

7 Co W, Dickinson, Jre., "Virginia School Libraries"
Peabody Journal of Zdusation, 3:243, iarch 1936,

8 Virginia, State Board of Sducation, Ledger
Showing Appropriations For School Librarles, ne ps

Virginia, State Board of Education, Qourses of

Stud znd Records of the Publio Schools of Virginia
T9iE- ,




Textbooka and Libvariea.lo Wlth his experlence and
vision, he immediately saw the need for additional funds
in order to provide sdequate library materials for the
schools, »Launching an all out offort for a state-wlde
program, he asked for a $10,000 matehing fund and for a
revision of accreoditation standards, both of which he
was puooesasful in sccomplishings The new standards roe
quired that a school have B "good working libraryees
with a ninimum of 350 usable volumes -~= geparate room
oquipped with chairg, tables, shelves, and a teacher or
older high school pupll to be held responsible for the
orderly condition and conduct of the 11brary.11
Prom this tinme on, the Virginia school library pro-
gram ﬁaa recognlized aa a part of the total offerings of
the public achools, as evidenced by the following events:
{1) In 1929, the Annual Report of the Suporine
tendant of Publie Instruction devoted a mection to school
livraries and included the following statoment: "The
‘school librarian trains student assistants to handle
much of the work in the library under her close super-

viaien.“la

10 Virginia, State Board of Education, Minutes,
July 17, 1923.

11 Virginia, State Board of Education, Hanual of
Administration For High Schools of Virpinia, 1920, Pelie

12 Virginia, State Doard of Dducation Annual Ro«

port of the Superintendent of the Commonwealth of
‘Virginia. 1929*30. VeX11ll, BOQZI Pe 81{.;
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(2) Aadded impetus was received from the movew-
ment known as the State~wide curriculun revision in
1931. This study contained a l0-page discussion of
the Elementary School Library with extensive biblio-
graphies and 1n§truotions for teaching the use of the
library to the pupils in the gradaa.13

(3) 1In 1931, a Department of Library Selence as
an undergraduate training sochocl for public achool
librariens was established at the College of Willlmm and
stary

- In the same year of 1931, Robert B. Strickler, a
high school principal, made a survey of the libraries in
the aceredited high schools in Virginia, and the follow-
ing oriticism was found in his report:

"Pupil asslstants are not used as extensively as

could be, easpecially since the work can be used

to oreate interest in the library and is helpful

in developing a soolnl atmosphere."l

The Library Manual For the Publio Schools of

Virginia was prepared and published in 1937. This mamual,

13 Virpinia, State Doard of Education, Tentative
Courne oé Study FPor Virginia Elementary Schools, p. xii,
Pe 30 v

Virpginia, State Board of Education, liinutes.
- January 22, 1931.

15 Robert Be Strickloer, A Survey of the Accradited

High School Libraries of the State of Virginia, (Columbus,
05%0, Ublo State University, 1930)e Unpublished Master's

Essay.




L
designed to be a handbook for school librarians, cone
tained a section on the organization and administration
of a student assistant ataff and a library club, Schools
were urged to establlish these activities and set up
standards whioch would be comparable wi th those of otheor

out-of«class activities.lé

A number of the high schools had welleorganized assiste-

ant groups and libvrary clubs prior to this date., King
William Hizh School reported a flourishing club as sarly
as 19303 Madison Heights Elgh School in Amherst County
atarted a similar organization in 19323 WaghingtonelLeo
High School in Arlington County, and Andrew Lewls High
Sshool in Roanolte County were making sucocessful use of
1ibrary assistants, who were organiged into a club in
1937 |

As the library service in Virginia schools advanced,
80 did the mmber of puplls participating iIn the activities
of the program, as shown in Table Il.

It may be noted that growth in the number of library
aspistants in Virginia public schools from 1935 through
1943 shows irregularity. With the Library Project of the

16 Virginia, State Board of Education, Library
Manual for Virginia Public Schools, VeXX, Nos2, August

1537 » PPs B5=07 »

17 Data supplied in letters recelved from school
livrarians, 1949.
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TABLE I

NUMBER OF STUDENT LIBRARY ASSISTANTS IN VIRGINIA PUBLIC
- 8CIOOLS FOR A PERIEB OF FOURTEEN

YEARS
YEAR NUMBER OF
LIBRARY ASSISTANTS
193 Se0%n
193 - No RePovt
9 Cm .
i 22
T 2,612
X5 2911
190 302
13#g' 3:%85
19l ﬁ' 28
x9hg 20l
9L 115209
1949 L4041

%The Annual Superintendent's HReport for 1935 was com=
puted on a percentage basis, and did not state the
actual number of student library assiatants.

18 Virginia, State Board of Education, Annual E

ort of the Superintendent of Public Instruction of i
Cormonvealth of Virginin, Ve XV1ll, lOs 3 £O Ve AAALL,
Noe 35 193509

el
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Works Progress Administrationi? at its height in 1940,
the Federal govoermoent had (38 in-school youth on the
pay=roll under tho classification of "student Library
assistants,"20 This group necessarily limitod tho mme
ber of voluntoor assiastants which could be assipgned
library duties, and also accounts for the marxed decroase
of 0642 assistants within a pericd of one yoar.

The alarming deline in 1943 of 1,348 volunteer
assistants over the previous year's rooordal has dbeen
attributed to the war emergency moasurss whioch caused
ine=school youth to seek oute-of=-school Jjobs and to the
fact that school facultics were understaffed, especially
in rospect to trained librarians, 1943 was ths last yoar
for the WIPA palid library assistants in public sochoolse
The clogsoe of tho VPA projoct rosulted in a stimulation of
voluntoor assistanco as a part of the Victory Corps noti-

vities for pre-vocational oxporionca.zz

19 Virginia, State Board of Zducation, Annmual Ree
ort of the Su vlntondonp of Iudlie Inqtructlon 0 )

» NOe Jp 19Y37e Po

20 Piles of the State Dopartment of Education, 19L0.

21 Virginia, State Board of Education, Annual Reo-
ort of the Su Public Instruction o -

22 Ibide Ve XXVII, noe 3, 19&&, P 152.
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Since 19&& the ineresze in the mmber of volunteer
library helpoers has boen graﬁual and constant as showm
in Table I,

Summary. There ig little evidonce of roecognition
having been glvon to the Vipginla publice school lidbrary
progran prior to the year 1906. Significant steps in the
development of this phane éf the educational program folw
lowing that date are: (1) in 1908, the passage of the
Lirgt legislative enactment providing for State~ald
library funds; (2) in 1913, the sstablishment of the first
aceroditation standards for Virginia public high schools;
(3) in 1923, the appointment of a State Supervisor of
Textbooks and School Libvrariesy (li) in 1931, the exten=
sive study made of elementary school llbrarles by the
State-wide Currlcoulum Revision Committee; (5) in 1931,
the establiahmant of o Department of Library Sclence at
tha Collepge of William and Hary for the purpose of traine
ing sehool librarians; (6) in 1937, the publication of a
Library Hamal For the Public Schools of Virginia,

- Progress and developmsnt since that time have baen
generally constant, and the growth of pupil activitlies
has besn incroasingly significant.



CHAPTER IIX

PURPOSES AND AIMS OF PUPIL PARTICIPATION
IN LIBRARY ACTIVITIES

18

The offerings of the modern education program demand

worthwhile purposes and aims, which ar@‘cr such nature as
to be within the comprehension, not only of educatova,
but of those being educated, as well as their parents.
This is an age when educational mathnda ane‘being cloge=
1y scrutinized and questioned by the public, in terms

of whether the tax payer is recelving the tax dollarts
worth, or whether modern prcceduraa are not just a lof

of "frills and thrills" to make school a sufficiently ene
tieing, but not su{ficlently intensive oxporience.

The experiences offerod pupils in the school, whioh
do not take place directly in the elassroom end are not
oonpidersd regular oclassroom activities, are usually
those most often guestioned. Therafore, for an extra-
curricular activity to function with complste satisface
tion, 1t must justify itself to those participating in
it, ns well as %to the nonfpartiuipanba in the schools
and in the community.

There were many years in the history of educational
development in Virginia when library activities wers not

an acceptable part of the school currioulum. In 1903=-05,
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during the administration of Dr. Josoph D« Eggleston, Jr.,
88 Superintendent of Schools in Prince Tdward County, an
incldent occurrad which veriflied the fact that tho public
was hesltant to mccopt library sorvies for its children,
In the February 206, 1905 issue of the Richmond Times
Dispatoh thers appeared an article which read:
"Soon af'tor Mr, Eggzleston went into offiee, he
gtarted a movement to get a library for each school
in hias county ese In this work, the Superintendent
had to overcome many objections. One of these
objections was that these additional books would
interfores with the children's regular studlies.
Hevertheless, Superintendent Eggleston appealed
to the Rarents through the children and got re-
sults,.”
As the purposes and goals of the library program
have become more definite and clear-cut in nature, they
have likewise bocome more acceptable to the general pube

lics The following lines taken from Pargo's The Library

In the School show the contrasting philosophies rogard~

ing library sorvice:

" .«Up to recent years, the routes pursucd by the
school and the library wore goparate and distinet,
On one side wors formal lnstruction, and textbooks,
the educational lockstepe. On the other wore ine
formal training, factual and recreational litera-
ture, individual freedom. A wall lay botwaen,
The school master looked with some approval at
the flowers of the mind that blooned in the libra-
ry gardoen, but he llked better his own, well-
ordered hedges and formal walkses The librarian,
on hia side, thanked the Creator 0f All Things
Good that his garden was natural and free and

" notaas the schoolman's was. But as the years

1 Richmond Times Dispatch, Sunday, February 26,
1905’ Pe Oo
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groving lod to {ntlnacles that were ploasant

Tance of the geals of edueationstd oS00

The librarian of today nay ‘l‘“l assured that hop
part of the fnatmiational prograa rests on a fim fourndae
tion and "in as much as the libtrary 1a an educational
institution, 1t sudbsorides to the s alnms and odjeo-
tives as those of the total sehool prom‘m-"

T™he awarensgs of thw desiradility of work experience
for pupils has perved as a sound baskground for the suo-
cessful functioning of library activities, The Llidrary
activity prograa usually provides for a pupil assistant
staff of workers, and a library olud whiech in some schools
is known as a lidrary counsil or lidrary coxxittees, Oy
turning to the words of the adninistiators and the pupils
who participate in the prorres, there 18 evidence to show
that they are gliving thelir whole-twarted approval of md
recosnition to the contridution which Ls belng nade
throuch this medium of instruotion,

Dre Jarold €. NMunt, Superintenient of 3chools in
Chicapro, recently spoks bYofore a school library danquet
held in “hicago and his adlress of ths avening fnaluded

(Cnicago,

3o loge gike
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the following statement:

"As the educator views the llbrary, he sess in
it the reflection of the philosophy of the
school program, he recogniges it &as an esgenw
tial element whose basic purpose is one and
the same as that of the schooles A48 an essen=
tial element in the life of the school the
livrary cannot be sst apart as an - addition or
& supplemont to othoer activities. 1t belongs
to all activities, meoting an important funge
tion in the development of pupils and in holp=
ing them to live completely in the present and
at the same time to grow toward ogycational.
vooational, and social maturity.”

alscy the activitles of the library program have
the ondorsemont of the State Departments of Education
in the various atatesn, aalavldenced in tho following
statement from the State Department of Educatlon of
Kentuclcy:

"pupil participation in rendering library serve

ice 1ls most desirable as 1t holps to instill i

the pupils civio, sooial, and ethloal values."

The following quotation from Robert Barnea, Presi=
dent of thé Tean=Age Libéary Club in Valley HMills, Texas,
oxpresges a typloal pupil's viewpolnt on the subject:

"A visit to any modern library by & sightescer

Harold ¢, Hunt, "As the Educator Viows the
Library,”" School Activitles and the Library, Februory

1950’ 'p§ le
5 Kentucky, State Department of Zducation, (Pamphe

let) Propared By A Committes of the Workshop for Begine
ning Librariana, Univeralty of Kentucky 194G, n. p«
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reveals to him that the library ranks with
shops, laboratories, gymnasiums, and auditoriums
a8 an instructional feature of the present edu-
cational plan. School librarians have become an
actlve necessity in high schools and it is my
opinion that the students of the sohool have a
great deal to doGWith the operation and success
of the library.'

Purposas and Alms

. The practices followed in organizging student library
aotlvities are based on purposos and aims which are believed
to be in keeping with sound educational principles, and to
have the ondorsement of the state departments of education.
In drafting the objectives for the program, there has
boen talken into consideration the Cardinal Principles of
Eduoation,7 the purposes of education as prescribed by
the Educatlonal FPolicies CQmmisaion.B and the Virginia

State Course of Studye. Using thege three sources as a

basis, the objectives troated in this study have been
grouped under the two headings: general and specific pur-

jolef:1-]: T

General Purposes. The general purposes are those

underlying prinociples of the activities which should be
in direct accord with the philosophy of the school and

6 Robert Darnes, "Library Club Helps the School,"
Wilson Library Bulletin, 23:119, October, 1948,

7 Carter V. Good (0od.), Dictionary of “ducation,
(NeY¥o, MoGraw-Hill, 1915), pe 309

8 =ducational Folicles Commisslon, Purposes of Lducae
tion In American Democracy, (Washington, NeZeAe, 1930),

PPe 5l~l
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communitys. The librarian as she guides the pupils, in
thelr program of activities, should be consclous of
these goals, in order to avoid the danger of exploite
ing youths' ambitions and sbilities,

The following is a 1list of the general purposes
of library activities for pupil participation, groupsd
under attitudes, skills, habits, and gpportunitioes.

Attituden:
To develop an attitude of helpfulness.
To develop an attitude of orderliness,
To develop an attitude of dependability.
To develop an attltude of ocourtesy.

8idllet :

To aoquire and practics the asklll of accuracye
To acquire and practice the skill of aefflicient
exocutlion of asslpgnod duties,.

To acquire the sklll for a wilse seleotion of
learning materialse

Habita:
To sequire the hablit of research and investi-
gation, '
To acquire worthy social habita,.
To acquire the habit of quietness when the
situation demands 1%,

Opportunities?
To offer tha opportunity for self-reallization,

To offer the opportunity for training which
may lead to economio effiocloncys

Speoifie Purposeat The speclific purposes are those

which would moat likely appear in the by-laws or the hand-
book of the organigation, The puplls are expootod to
consider them as a gulde in choosing the actlivities in
whioh to partlcipate, and the librariaen 1s consoclous of
them as she asslgns dutlies to ha: agplstanta, and as she

works with club members., It should be understood that
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thege purposes are of no more importance than the general
purposes, but are more closely concernsd with the immediato
outcomsas of the activitien.

The first aspecific purpose ls to create an intersst

in the 1ibrary which will lead to the improvement of the
program, Public relations authoritiea have proved that

the way to create inbterest in an enterprise i1s to give as
many persons as pogsible an opportunity to partiocipate in
the project, The school librarian also has found this
theory to be praoctical. }

In vaing studont help, & three-fold purpose is ac=
complished: the pupil's interest ip secured, the pupil
loarms to work with other people for the peneral wolfave
of the achool, and the pupil dovelops & sense of ownerghip
foy the libpary,9 which is very important for many of the
boys and girls in the schools today who fall to have a
feoling of belongingness for anythings. He develops righte-
ful ownership for “our" library which he wishes to make
e batter place for the sake of the schools The old con-
geption of the library quarters as the personal property
of the librarian fades from oxistsnce for him.

"The work of the Teen-Age Library Club members has

brought 1library service to a level mors acceptable

to other students.. The interest of the club mem=
hers has caupsd thelr clasamates to feol a

9 Fargo, ope cltey Pe bS5



groator f{reedom in making use of the libvrary
ardd in ocalling on the student librarians for
assiatances Through the 6lub, the students
have been made to feel that this is thelr
library igd not just one that belongs to the
school," Lo

The librarian at New Xent High School in New Kent

County, Virginla, has had many years of experience worke

ing with successfully funotioning library activities,
and her philosophy on ths subject is that with student

25

holpers.es(the librarian) has to praise achievments, cor=-

rect errors, and develop a feeling within them that their

work ‘is contributing to the welfare of the school.l

1

The aaobn& apacific:purposa of library mctivities

in the school library is Lo sorve ap means of vocabtional

,;midance *

Todayy the school assumes ths responsiblility

- for btraining pupils for vocational adaquaoy.la The bupw

den of this training has not always been glven sorious

conaideration by educators as olaimed by Fargo in the

following wordsg:

" eelff the blography of Benjumin Franilin happened
to sugrest the desirabllity of being a printer,
woll and goods Bubt there was no consclous attempt
to put the boy in touch with the work of the
modern print shop, nor with other books writtens..
to widon his knﬂgiadga of the whole fleld of
human endeavor,"

10
Judith Carter, Letter to the author, Descember,

11
1949+
12

13

Barnes, ops gite

See footnote 8 of this chapter.
Pargo, ops oit., PPe 3¢ L
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The training whioh pupil essistants receive in
the livravy offers an opportunity for holping them to
gseloct an appropriate vosation. A number of offico
routine procedures auch as typing and riling onbav‘inbc
the dutlies of bha'nasistanta. and the peﬁrormanue of
these duties has been knaﬁn to serve as valuable insight
into this work as & ocareer, |

Some schools give intensive training in the physical
make~up of a book and itas parts, including binding and ro=
binding proceasses. Although the immediate purpose for
thig instruction is usually that of teaching a regard for
books and to learn how to repalr worn library volumes,
this instruction has boeen known to lead pupils (espeoially
boys who do not go to college) into bookebinding and

U,

Training for personnel positlona entera Into the

leather=oral't vocationse

training of pﬁpil ansiotantss In large achool librarios
pupils are trained for the duty of moeting inecoming
pupila and‘viéitnrs and directing thom to cortaln soc-
tions of sholving, to the charging deslk, or to tho llbrae
rlan's workrooms Such responalbilities afford the pupil
an opportunity for meeting and working with the public,

Hota: Librariana, in cooperation with Boy Scout

Troops, offer this training for the purpose of giving the
boys an opportunity to win a Merit Badge for book~bindinge
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The aforementioned data on the part of the libravry
in the vocational guldance program have been included in
this seotion of the study in order to show this to be one
of the outstanding purposes of the training received by
the pupllses The vocational mapect of the‘program which
is concerned with training for the professional library
field will be discussed in Chapter VIL of this study.

The third specifio purpose of the library nassistant

staff and of the library club is to relleve the llbrarian

of gertain mechanical and clerical duties in opder for

“her to have more time for serving theAgphoa; and thoe
community. Although this should not be the prime purposs
for using pupil help, it 1s tho underlying'gggggg in
nany situations for auhodls following this procedurgee=
and 1t 1s hoped that where this is the case, by-product
values are derived by the pupils, from the exporience.
Mpupil participation in library écutinés should be
adopted as a principle because of its contribution
Socause’ oF bonatite acoriog to the Tovrartand L3
Some school authorities believe that exploitation of
a small group of pupils in order that a large group may'
benefit is justified, However, in any school planning,
the mchool muat operate for thé pupils, and not the pupils

for the school,

15 Fargo, ops Sites Pe 46
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Robert Barnes of Texas, expresses tho pupils'
viewpolnt on the purpose of the program:

"In & school as small as ours, it is imposaible
to have & toacher in charge every period of the
day, therefore, the student aasistants wore
trained to perform library duties, and to keop
general ordor in the library, Due to the '
accesalibility of reading matorials and moro
pleasant surroundingsﬁlghe library has becone

a very popular placos

The fourth spsoific purpose of the library assistant
stalff and the library club is to provide socinl and ethi-

cal traininpge. The library plays an important part towérd

the acconplishment of the purpose of social and othlcal

developmont, through bringing pupils into an "intimate

working relationship with the library and 1ts servioo."17

The socialization function of the modern sohool pro-
grom 1s greatly emphasized today.

"Authorities in educational methods believe that
the school situation should as neoarly as possible
approxinate a life situatione~-the school should be
a little world 4in which the pupil will oconfront
and have a part in solving problems of soclety.

The school library has an oxcolloa? opportunity to
contribute to thome aexpericncos.”

16 Barnes,; op. git. p. 23
17 PFargo, loce oites Pe 45
18 Ibid., pe 43
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The tralining given to pupil assistants and meme
bers of the library club attempts to carry out this
function. Under supervision from the librarian, pu-
pils plan ways for making the library more attractivo;
for improving the service, for introducing younger
pupils and new pupils to the services of the library,
for giving teas and other school functiona; and for pro=
sonting book reviews bafors community groupse.

In a roport given by W. Iy Hall before the Arkansas
State Departmont of Education, the following summary
was glven on tho socializiﬁg function of 6he library:

"Socialization of the individual is the major
function of the school, and the library is the
most potent force in achieving this purpose.

The entire function of the organized lidbrary in
planned with an eye to the soocial values. Thess
values are attalned vicariously through reading

of books, and practically through student partlie
gipation as library helpers, Youth takes mors

Yo a principle if it is taught through the release
of energy in connection with a real enterprise.
The library affords many opportunities for pupil
participation which draw out native abilitles

and onable them to function to tho highest pitch,"1?

Sumnary of Results from Questionnaive. A questione

naire which was preparsd and sent to 322 sccredited high

schools in Virginia, inoluded a block of items portaine
ing to the purposes and alms of pupil library

19 @, F. Hall, "The Need for Elementary School
Librariaaé“ Report of Arkansas State Department of Fduca=

tion, 1936, P« 20s
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aotivibias.ao Table II of thls study shows the sume
mary of purposes as compiled from the 180 replies to

the Queationnaire.

TABLE II

SUMMARY OF PURPOBES AND AINS OF SCHOOL LIBRARY
ACTIVITIES AS COUPILTD PROM QUESTIONNAIRE
SERT TO 322 ACCREDITED VIRCINIA
HIGH SCHOOLS

"Humber of Schools Types of Purposes and Alma
~ Reporting ; Presoribed by the School
for the Activity
53 FPor the improvement of the library
_ progran. .
L3 For developing certain skills in
the pupils
3L For serving the achool and the
librarian,
21 For offering pre~vocational train-
11130
48 No prescribed purposes.

Note: Some schools reported more than one of these pur-
posess ‘

Additiong) information was included with a number

of the replias.} Saveral additional purposges stated seenm

20 BSee Appenﬂix G, Section II-F=l, "Tabulation of
Data Based on Heplies Received from 180Va. Public Schools
in Hesponse to Questionnaire on Library Agsslstants and

Library Clubs."
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sufficiently significant to quote hereo:

(1) "The boys and girls in my olub serve as a
ligson botweon home rooms and tho librarye
they ase in the main, a service organita-
tion. "

(2) "The purpose for using boys and girls as
helpers in my school is to bring about better
relatlonasép botwson tho atudont body and tho
library."

(3) "™y student aaniaﬁgntu help with the housne-
ocloaning dutiocs,”

(44) "I must have student help in the library in
order for the program to funoction...There
must be many schools like ours in which the
school librarian would have to noglect essene
tial dﬁﬁioa if she did not have pupil assist-
ants."

Sumary: The objootives of the school library acti-
vity progran are in keeping with the aims of education
which have been eatablished by the Educational Policles
Commission and the Cardinal prinoiples of education. In
sumarizing, the objectivos of tho library activity pro-
gram are: (1) to teach the pupil tho proper usoc of
library toola;(Z) to provide oxploratory pro=vocational

experioncoe for the pupils;(3) to add to tho efficlency

21 Ruth !i11ller, (Librarian Harrisonburg High School),
Lettar to the author, January 10, 1950.

22 Catherins Shoally, (Librarian lopewell High
School), Letter to the author, December, 1949.

23 Josephine Potors, (Librarian Effinger High
School), Letter to the author, December, 1949.

Gladys Barreto, (Librarian Petersburg lligh
School), Letter to the author, November, 1949.




of the achool library progrsm;(h) to foster oloser
relationshlp between the pupils énd thé librarian and
(5} to provide soolal and ethical trailning for the
puplls. |
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CHAPTER IV
THE ORGANIZATION OF LIBRARY ASSISTANT GROUPS

In public school livraries, the responsidbility of
the work of the student library program is gonerally
considered to be chiafly that of the librarian.’ A=
long with her rasponaibilitias are comblined those of the
principal who as head of the school sees that all extra-
curricular activities, including those of the llbrary,
are provided for in the school schedule, thereby making
them en intepgral part of the school program.z The
toachers contribute toward the organization pattern of
the library aasistant group through the pre~school cone
ference held in a nﬁmbar of school divislons., On these
ccaasions, problema_of,the previoua year are brought
forth for consideration, and solutions and :acommandations
for further development are diacussed.3 Therefore, the
organization and work of library aggistants is apparently

a faculty projoct, with the school librarian usually

. Nabionﬁl fducation Association and American
Library Association Joint Committee, Elemontary School

Library Standards, (Certain Report) {(Chicago, AelLeAs
19 Ps LOs

2 Leonard V, Koos, et al., Adninistering the Sssond-
ary School, (New York, American Book, 19L,0) pe 30.

3 @.g8¢s Conferences of this naturs have been held in

a number of Virginia school divisiona. Among them are Weste
moreland, Richmond,Pittesylvanis, and Lancaster Countles.
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taking the lsad for carrying out suggestions and poliocies
sqt forth by teachers and principal for (1) establishing
requirements for selecting participants (2) training

of participants (3) assigning duties to participants

(l4) scheduling of duties, and (5) rewarding and compenw
gsating participants,.

Selection and Requiremants for School Library Assistants

Prom 180 replies raeceived to a2 questionnalre sent to
322 accredited high schools of Virglnia,h it was revealed
that varying methods of selection f'or pupil library assiste-
. ants were used. Also, further data were secured from out-
of-state school divisions of Tennessee, North Carolina,
New Jersey, Kentuocky and Hinnesota. From these sources
of information, the following goneral requirements and
procedures for solecting student helpers were found to be
in actual practice today in Virginia high schoola and ele-
nentary schoolsy and in certain out-of-state schools.

Scholastic Ratinge. Shaffers, formerly State Supere
visor of Libraries in Tennessee, polnts out that a high
Bdhdlagtio average has long been a widely used require-

ment for admission into the groups of school library

L Infras,p.113-116.

Tennesses, State Department of Education, Division
of Sohool Libraries and Textbooks, "Some School Library
Problems, " Nashville, Tennessee, 194, pe 2.
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assistants. Although, it is a definite procedure to
follow, it may be regarded as scunewhat fallacious in
practice and "almost as artificial as one which would
exclude all but good readers from using the 11brary."6
Librarians have found from experience that many
successful assistants have been pupils who werc not
listed in the uppor quartile of the class scholastical-
ly. This has been especially true of boys who have
found certain subject matter difficult to mester, but
the experiences encountered as library assistants have
proved very satisfying. With certain pupils, the work
of a student helpser has met thelr need to tho oxtent
of encouraging them to improve in their class work.7
Recorded data seem to indicate a trend away from the
scholastic rating as a major considerstion for admis-
sion into the group of library assistants. Of the 80
Virginia schools reporting on the queationnaire, only

7 of the schools consider a high acholastic record as

a basis for membership in school 1library activitioa.a

6 Temnesses, Stete Departrment of Educatios, lcc.cit.
7 Mary P. Douglas, "Organization of Library Assist-

ants on a State-Wide Basls," (Addross Presented before
Virginia Education Association in Richmond, Oct., 1949).

8 Infra,.; 113-16.
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Volunteers Through Formal Applications clara

Glenn,? school librarisn in St. Paul, Minnesoba en-
dorses the practice of requiring a formal and written
application from pupila who are interested in becom-

ing members of the library assistant staeff., The re-
quired applicetion form varies, Some are written in the
words of the applicant, stating reasons why he desires
admission, and qualifications which he considers himself
to have for the work involved, It may include references
from teachers, compensation expeotad._hdura of avall~
ability for work, and srrangements for an lnterview,
Another type of the written application is the mimeoe
.graphed qusstionnaire form whloch is supplled to interested
pupils. Glannlo bhelleves that by having proapective
studept library helpers file wrltten application the

work ia lifted f{rom that br haphazard help to ona with
dignity and purpose.

Fargoll is in full agreoment with this method of se-
lection as it puts the matter on a buslness basis, besides
being excellent training in how to go about getting a Jobe.

Selection by Faculty Agreement. The method of selec-
tion made by common agreement from the faculty and admini-

stration 1s recommended by the Department of Library

Clara Glenn, Organized Pupil Assistance," ¥ilson
Library Bulletin, 8:327-37, February 193, -
10 Loce m‘
11 Lueile Pargo, Library In the School, {Chicago,
American Library Assoc., 1947) pe 17




Solence at the University of Kentucky and has practical
application in Virginia and in surrounding areas. In
Kentucky schools, a committee composed of the librarian,
principal, class or homerogm teacher, and in some in-
stances the superintendent, with student body recommenda-
tions; chooses the llbrary assistant atnfr.la In
Virginia, S5 of the 180 aceredited high schools which
replied to the queationnaire, reported this method of

sslection to be in use in their achnola.lB

Seloction From Library Club Membership. Tenlh
schools in Virginie from the total of 180 reporting,
state that the members of the library olub automatically
become library assistants, or are selscted by general
agreement by the oclub members {rom thelr membership.
Supplementing this information, the reports from libra-
rians revealed that this method of selection was not
usually desirable because it necessarily tends to give
double recognition to one group of pupila in the school.
Alao, 14 may result in a oclosed selectlon for library

aasistanta,ls

12 Xentucky, Depts of Educ., Do Pugilg Help in
Your School Library?, Frankfort, Kentsy 1949, nNepe

13 Infra, ., .1134216.

1 Infra, oo og13116.

15 Supplementary notations attached to questionnaire

forms by librarians.

37



38

Other tethods of Selection Less Frequently Use 216

J. B8Seleotion of pupils who are scheduled to assigned
study hall groups at a time when their help 1s needed
in the library.

2+ Selection of pupils who have been excused from
participation in physiocal education groups due to ger
tain defects or disabilities,

3. Assignment of pupils to library duties as a
form of punishment when they have caused o disciplinary
problem to develop in the clasgsroom,

i« Seloction of pupils with the highest grade
average from the classea in llbrary instruction.

S. Selection of pupils from classes in office
prasctice and comnercial work especially where there is
a need for assistants with a knowledge of typinge.

As revealed by the questionnaire, 108 schools in
Virginia follow tho practice of providing an opportunity
for pupils to volunteer for the work of llbrary asslst-
ants.17 This number is a large majority of the total
180 which reported. Closer examination of the reports
from the 180 achools, ilndicates that the volunteer
mothod is used with many variations. Little rogard

16 Infra, 35p.113°116.

17 Infra, pp.113-116.
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secms Lo be glven to high scholastic rating as a opie
terion for.aelaotion, but a number of librarians noted
the fact that "pupils had to maintain an acceptabla ,
grade averaga"la in order to continue with the work of
an asslstant, slthough grades were not an admission re-
quirement. Some schools reported the use of a combina-
tion of methods of sslection, such as pupils volunteer
ing, but with final approval from the faculty and the
librarians Likewise, the scholastic rating requirement
la oconsidered in combination with the other methods of
selection.?
Personal Qualifications for Library Assistants. In

ordar to be succesaful as a astudent library asslistant,
1ibrarians conglider it nocessary that»pupila have certain
desirable personal tralts which are an asset toward ef-
ficiently performing the assigned dutles.

Bennett,2C 1ists the following tralts as desirable
for 1ibrary>helpars: (1) reliability (2) efficiency
(3) rescurcefulness (l) enthusissm (5) patlence (6) spirit

of quietness.

18 Supplementary note to questionnalre

19 Infra, ;5.113-116.

20 Vilma Bennett, Student Libravy Assistants
(HQ YQ’ He We Wilson COuy 1()35-5’ Poe R Y
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A pamphlet published by the Library Division
of ths Tennessee State Department of HEducation,
smphasizes the importance of such parsonal tralts as
(1) neatness in personal appearance and {2) the
abllity to get along wa111with other people.al

In the North Carolina School Library Handbook,

Douglasaayoalla attention to desirable attitudes of
helpfulness and willingness, with an ability to write
e legible handwriting.

The Training of School Library Assistant Staffs

The instruction glven the assistants in Virginia
Public School Libraries generally falls under two large
classifications which are (1) individual instruction

and (2) group instruction.®? From a quostionnatreZt

sent to the accoredited high schools in Virginia, 152

librarians reported the use of group instruction;

21 Tennessee, State Dept. of Fducation, op. git.

22 Mapry P, Douglas, Horth Carolina School Librar
Handbook, (N. Cey Supte. of Public lnstruction, 15308)
Pe 104,

23 Virginia, State Dept. of Educs, School Libra=
ries and Textbook Service, Annual School Library Reports,

19&-9: Ne Do
2} Infra, pp.113-116.
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31 librarians reported individusl instruction. Of
the totel 180 librarians reporting, 3 etated that
both methods were used at certain intervals in the
training to meet the need of specific pupils learnw
ing certain techniques.

Individual Instruction. With the individual ine

struction procedure, the pupil is introduced to one

llbrary technique at a time, after which training he

is given an opportunity for prectical application.

This teaching device is in keeping with sound educa-

tional methods which take into account the exlstenoce

of individual differences, cnd allows for achievement

through varying patterns of lsarning. Just as with the

acocomplishment of 2ll new experlences, librarians have

found that the time required for teaching pupils new

procedures veries with the individual who is being

taught, in accordance with hls ability for 1earning.25
" In the publication Some thoq;;Librany Problems,

prepared by the Division of School Libraries of the
Tennessee State Department of Educatlon, the following
suggestions are made for using the individual instruce

tion methbds with library assistants:

"Tndividual instruction can be most satisfactorily

25 Daniel A. Preacoﬁt, Emotion and the Educative
Process, Amariocan Council on Education, ‘iashington,

ﬁﬂ Co, 1938, Do 197"208.




planned by using a combination of three méthoda

such as: (1) preparing a code book or manual

of instruetion; (2) scheduling experienced

agsigtants to work with beginners; (3) encoura=

Shonovor they ave in dount. avout Ginestions. 26

The code book or manual may be a product of the
1library assistant group, of the library olub, or of
the faculty, as part of the school's course of study.
Those in use at the present time usually contain units
of instructlional materials on such phasss of library
servicos as processing a new book, mending books, use
of the oard catalog, circulation duties, Dewey Decimal
¢lassification, and locating materials in the library.2!

. Livrarians who follow this practice recommoend that

one ﬁnit of work be taught at a time, with Iinstructions
for mastering it. After all of the units have been
satisfaoctorily completed, the manusl then sorves as a
guide or handbook foé the pupil as he goes aﬁout per=
forming his duties as a library assistant.

In like manner, thelindividudl lesson aheebaa is
used by librarians in giving individual instruction to
‘1ibrary helpers. The lesson sheets are mimeographed

forms prepared by the librarian who distributes them to

26 Tennessea, State Dept. of Education, Division
of 8chool Libraries and Textbooks, 0Op. cit.‘p. Ts

27 Bedford County Schoolg, Library landbook,
Badford, Va., 194748, ppe 30-40.

28 See Appendix D "Individual Losson Sheots"
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the assistants with instructions for learning the
matarial or technique assigned,

Group Instrustion. According to the 1948-1949
Annual Library Report for Virginia, 120 of the public
schools use the group instruction method with the
library aasiatants.29 To carry out this form of in~
structlon, usually a short course in ilbrary instruc-
tion ia.ggven éa part of an English class, social
scionce class, or as a separate course in library acti-
vities., The course which is described in the Library
Manual For Virglinia Publio Sohoola30

———et:

as a requirement

for graduation of all high school pupils, 18 used a3z a
basls fbr training of the library assistant, with

emphasis on the aerﬁioa phase of the instruction. The
couréeBl includes twelve lessons or units of work in

the uée of library tdols and in thé development of an
appreciation for 1library materialse. Spocific techniques as
pasting in book poskets, slipping cards, preparing over=
due books, shellacking new books, and general reference

work are recomiended as training for those who will have

29 Viprginia, State Dept. of Education, Library
and TagtbookgService, Anmual Library Report, 1948-1949.

30 Virginia, Stato Dept. of Education, Library
Marual for Va. Public Schools, Vexx, No. 2, August

1937, p. 13{
31 Ibid, pe 50-Bl




an opportunity for practical application of such teche
niques as library assistants.

For the past few years, there has beon a decided
trend toward the use of the conference or workshop method
as a procedure for instructing pupil assistants. Avail=-
able data show no instance when a workshop for the inastruc-
tion of library assistants has beon hold in Virginia;
however, a very successful one took placo at Cloar Lake
Camp, Dowling, llichigan in the fall of 19,9, in which the
library assistant staffs of 23 high schoola participated,
A report of this workshop shows the following roaction
of the group who attended:

"Students and sponsors, alike, feel that there are

unlimited opportunities in a project of this kind to

develop leadership, personality, and good citizen-
ship as well as to further interest in librarianship
as a career. The student demonstrations, panel dis-
cussions, and films encourage the application of the
best library practices and contribute to inoreased

officiency in the Eerformance of library duties in
our own schools."3

Dutioa of School Library Assistants

Research shows that student aasistants perfora many
33
worthwhile dutles in school libraries. Pargo suggosts

35 types of tasks which library assistants may perforam

Day Viorke
32 "Michigan Student Assistants Hold Three Day
shop", Library Journal, 75:84, January 15, 1950,

33 Pargc , op. cit., p. 126.
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successfully. Reports3h from librarians in Virginis
Public Schools list 17 different techniques in which
library helpers are engaged.

Librarians apparently realize that such wide~-spread
pupil responsibility requirescareful thought as to pur-
poses and outcomes. FargoBs says the librarian should
ask herself the following three questions before assign-
ing dutles to pupils:

Are the akills involved such as to be effective edu~
cational tools?

At what point do these library skills cease to have
educational value and become routine tasks with
no intellsctual stimulus?

Is training in the 1deal of helpfulness of suffilcient
importance to warrant the organization of the
work on a social basls even though the skills in-
volved are of negligible value to the pupil?

A list of assigmments for library asslstants has been

compiled by the Tennessee State Department of Education,
36

and 1s as follows:

Mechanical
1., Cleaning and beautifying the library.

2, Checking attendance.
3. Preparing books and non-book materlals for

circulation.
li» Mending and repairing.
5. Inventory.

3 Infras, pp.113-116.
35 Fargo, @i -(ii;-t’g’ p' 191.

36 Tennessee State Department of Educatlion, op.
ey Po 3.
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Clerical

1. Ordering books, non~book materials and printed
catelog ocards,

2+ Checking invoices for magazines and hooks.

3¢ Typing letters, cards, bibliographies, and
stencils,.

%. Filing.

s+ Ciroulation.

Service .
1, Preparing bibliographies,
2. Planning publiocity.
3+« Reference,
Douglas37 suggests |7 differont duties which are cone
sldered leglitimate tasks for school library assistants to
perform. These duties are classified under the four heade

ingas: (1) background duties, including activities which

will enable the assistant to help other students and at
the same time give the work meaning for him; (2) books and
materials which involve the daily routine duties for assiste

ants: (3) room arrangement and publicity, including house-

keeping duties and creativeness resulting in making the
library attractive; and () publicity outside the library

which takes into account publicity projects for the com-

munity such as book reviews, plays, and nowspaper

publlcity.
Oﬁs surmary of responsibilities for library helpers

1ists all duties under the two headings of clerical and
mechanical work. This list is as follows:38

Clorical Vork
Typing

37 Douglaﬂ, ODe 92-_‘_:.0, Pe 105"6.
38 Fargo, 0pe 2_5.-_?_0’ Po 126,



Typing {continued)
Bibliographies
- Orders
Ovordue notices
Fine notlcoes
Circulation Work
‘Flling
Clrculation Cards
Clippings
Pioctures
" Periodicals
Checking Orders
Taking Inventory
Checking Attendance
Accessioning
Checking Periodicals

- Hochanioal Work
Shelving and Shelf Reading
Labeling
Pasting and Stamping
Mending Books
Mounting Plotures
Cleaning Books
Library Housekeeping

It may be noted that the three lists of duties to
which reference has been made in this study exclude all
mentlion of the responsibility of pupils dealing with
disclpline problems in the library, however, obsorvation
shows that in cortain situations, puplls are placed in
full charge of other pupils while the librarian is in a
classroom engaged in teaching duties. If it La found
necessary to assign such responsibillities to pupil
helpers, the librarian should "start in a snall way",39

and not leave the pupil in charge until the situation is

well taken cars of.

39 Fargo{. OPe clbtes Po 126,

L7
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The following tabulation based on information sup-~
plied by 180 school librarians in Virginia Public Schools
gives an over-all picture of the duties performed by

1librery assistants in the school libraries in Virginia:

pasLE 117i0

FREQUENCY OF OCCURRENCE IN VIRGINIA PUBLIC SCHOOL
LIBRARIES OF DUTIRS PERFORMED BY SCHOOL
LIBRARY ASSISTANTS~ 1949

Humber of Schools Typas of Duties Assigned to

Reporting Library Assistants

157 Housekeeping duties; dusting,
waxing, etc.

156 Circulation duties

152 Checking on over due materlals

1 Preparing publicity and

~ posters

125 Processing materials

123 Inventory

113 Asslsting in reference pro-
blems

107 Mending and repalring

10 Typing

1 Filing

234 '~ Checiting attendance

9 Checiking new book orders
30 “Preparing bidbliographies
1 Preparing hook orders

Additional services of library assistants as reported
by librarians in tho State include showling films to

clasges, preparing ovderg for films to ba borrowed,‘

L0 This table has been compiled from information
tsbulated in Appendix C.
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checking film orders, preparing films for mailing, and
conducting story hours in elemontary classes.

According to information reported by school libra-
rians in Virginia Public Schools, and shown in Table III
the most predominant of the duties performed by the library
asslatants are those involving housekeeping activities;
also, clrculation responsibilities apparently ars general
asslgnnents for library helpers. In all but 21 of the
180 schools reporting, the librarians considored that
the preparation of new boolt orders demanded her profes-
sional attention, although it was pointed out in some in-
‘atances that pupils were given an opportunity to make
suggestions for new books which they would like to have

ordered for the school.

Scheduling the Dutios of Library Assistants

Hoted writers in the fileld of library work such as
Pargo, Shaffoﬁ, and Douglas recommend the use of formal
scheduling of duties to library assistants. The types
of schedules vary, but in general they are used for the
following purpbsaa: (1) to serve as a file record of
the work assigned to the pupils,(2) to enable the libra-
rian to eliminate the repetition of assignmonts, and to
rotate them, in order to give varied experiences to all
pupils;(3) to serve as an advance notice to the puplls
of the tasks which they are to perform (L) to give
definitencss of purpose to the assigments and to place
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them on a business-like basais;(5) to alfford the librae
rian an opportunlty to check the duties with the
established purposes for the activity to see if growth
is being provided,

Scheduling4dutiaa on 8 weekly basis. The Library

Hanual for Virpinla Public Schools rocommends the schodule

ing of dutles according to a weekly achedule because it is
belioved to bring moat "effective rosults « « « with each
student having a specific activity or group of activities
for which he 1s rasponsiblaaul

Douglas,ua sncouragos gchool librarians to use the
weekly schedule methods The weskly schedule used by the
schools of Horth Carolina, is based on the seven period day
and providss for two pupils per périod in the library.
Pupils determine thelr assigmments by referring to the
code lotters by their names, and are aassigned the same
duties for overy day during the period of one week.

Another scheduling of dutios on a weekly basis has
been prepared by tho State Department of Education of

Ténnﬂaaeap&B'fmis chart is similar in purposs to the one

L1. Virginia, State Department of Education, School
Libraries and Textbook 3ervice, op. cites P« 85,

- k2 Dpouglas, ope clt., ps 107,

Tennsasce, State Department of Education, Division
of Libraries and Textbooks, ope cite, 1944, pe 8
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used by the North Zarolina schools; however, it should be
pointed out ﬁhat the Tennesses schedule 1s based on the
six poriod day, with more variation of duties within the
woek'!s period; Also, the activities aro more inclusive,
providing for planning assembly programs, making posters,

and cutting stencils,

SAKPLE CHART OF ACTIVITIES FOR STUDENT LIBRARY
ASSISTANTS IN TERNESSEE PUBLIC SCHOOLS

Period Student Mone Tuene Weod, Thurs. Fri.

Hary A g sh ¢ b o]
1 June A, sh 8 a ¢ co
om Be ) cl g ah c
2 Susie S bb e sh [+) cr
Bill H. o ) g r a
_—) Louisae B, Ip o gV e sh
May [ 1 s} st a
- Taok T 1 S ce o po
HanriettaAB. [« m c sh c
orance B c ro o) sh
508510 Ze [} sh 8 P ¢
6 Edna Re sh ) to o )
SYMBOLS USED IXN CHART
a Planning aassembly programs oh Ordering Books
b Proparing bibliographies co Ordering printed
bb Arranging bulletin boards - ocatalog-
br Wrlting book reviews or articles ov Overdues
for the school paper op Ordering pamph=
bt Plamning book talks lets, cards
¢ Circulation p Pasting
6l Claaning and beautifying of library po Making posters
co Collating ' ' r Reference
or Checking in and reinforecing 8 Shellacking
magagines = sh Shelving books
e Arranging exhibit cases .8t Stamping
fe Piling catalog cards t Typing letters
fp Filling panphlets th Typing bivlio=-
1 Checking involces graphioes
1 Lettering to Typing catalog
M Mending cards

mo Mounting picturea ts Cutting stenocils




The Library Service of the State Department of Edue
cation of Virginia, aiaoi'raacmmenﬁs the acheduling of
duties to library assiatanta.uh’ This schedule follows
closoly that of Tennesses, but takea into account the
first fifteeon minutes of the sohool day, when two library
assistants are scheduled to helpy and also, one pupil for
after school hours. |

Other Methods of Scheduling Duties of Library Assiste

gnts. Other methods for assigning duties to library

helpers have been tried at various timen. Fargous suggcata
the method of scheduling Jobs inatead of perlods. Under
this ayaiem, each pupil chooses a spocial tasik whioch he
desires to carry out regularly and methodically at such
times that are convenient to him and to the librarian,

An assistant méy select-the task of caring for the maga-
gines for a glven period of time, another may choose the
regponaibility of shelving books, another may toke ovor
the Job of mending worn volﬁmaa., Such a plan is intended
to overcome scheduling conflicts which may ocour in some
adheola'with'cartain pupils' schedulos,

The assirmment book mathod.hé is used by some libra-
rians, A notebook which is placed on the librarian's desk

Virginia, State Department of Education, School
Libraries and Textbook Service, ope git., Pe B6.

45 Fargo, gp. olb., pe 124
46 Olenn, ope ocites Pe 333+

52
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has & page or pages devoted to thé agsigmment of each
indlvidual assistant; that 1s; each library helper has
his own section of the notebook which ocontalins his
duties for a school year. The pupll's neme appears at
the top of the page with the hours of work dosignated,
and duties for him to perform.

Howards and Compensgation for the Wopl of the
- Student Library Assistant

Compenaating and rewarding the pupil in publioc schoolsa

for services rendered as a library aasistant has long been
a matter of controversgy among school personnel, The
general consensus of opinion seems to be in opposlition to
any form of material reward., Recognition by the school,
comparable with that for other activitles is pgenerally
accepted by educators.

One school principal, says, "No, let us keep a few
places in the school wﬁara work shall be done for the work's
sake; or for the good of the communitye Wo spoil the {iner
flavor of school service when we put it on a basis of
grades, credits, and pay."h7,

A report from a national survey made during the
period from 1930=37 regarding pupil compensation for libra-
ryfwbrk, stated that % of the schools allowed credit

1&7 Fargo, 92_# Q_;Ecg P 201.
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toward graduntion, 1/6 grantod extra~curricu1ar or honor

points, 1/3 did not give any recognition, but relied on

48

An anglysis of practices followed in the schools of

voluntary interest of the pupils.

Virginle shows great irregularity. Table IV is based on
sunmarized data supplied by the school librarian in reply
to a questionnalre sent to the acoredited high schools
in the State.ug

TABLE Ivae

TYPES OF REWARDS AND COMPENSATION GIVEN TO STUDENT LIBRARY
ASSISTANTS IR VIRGINIA PUBLIC SCHOOLS

Rumber of Schools Types of Rewards and Compensation
Reporting 'Given for Student Library Assistant
Viork
99 ot any recognition glven,
27 Acadenle oredit,
20 Paprties, pilcnice, and other soclal
functions.
19 Awards in the form of giftse.
9 Activity credit.

2 A gmall ambunt of wages.

1 Free lunches.

1 Privilege of reading new books f{irst.
1 Exemption from paying book fines,

1 Library coertificate,

#Data baged on infovmation supplied by 180 schoolsn,.
It is interesting to nots that 99 schools out of the

180 have volunteer assistants working in the library with-

out receiving any form of recognition. When any academio

4,8 Fargo, loc. glt.

49 Infra, pp.113-116.
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erodit is given, it should be pointed out that the nssiste
ants have boen enrolled in a formal clasa of instruction
which includes classroom assignmenta. The gifts used
as awvards cover a wide range of items: fountain pens,
books, book maéks, snd pencils, Thoe wages paid to pupils
were roported to be 25¢ per hour, and followed a prace
tice of the school of paying a similar rates for other
work performed by the pupils suoch as cafeteria and jani~
torial dutiea.

The possibility of paying pupil library sssistants
was brought to the foreground with the development of
the National Youth Administration and Works Progress Ad-
ministration Library Projects in Vivginia.so Under this
progran, the Federal Goverrment compensated pupil helpers
on an hourly wage baals for services rendered the schools
Although the work differed in purpose from that of the
voluntesr pupil asslstent, 1t is usually agreed by those
who participated in the project thaf the assignments were
sinilar in nature with those given to the un-paid holpers.

After the Pedoral project closed in 1943, a number
of the paid asaistants had developed an intersst in the
work, and desived to contimie with the duties as volune

toer assistants. In some schools, the question of

50 Supra, p.1é.
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continuing with hourly wages paid by the local school
funds was raiaed,‘and bocame a practices

It is interssting to note the contrssting'opinions
ax@reased in the following two quotations regarding the
maﬁter of rewarding pupils for wcrking<as library assiste
antas ' ’ | |

In 1930, Pargo made the racommendaﬁion that "the
paying of a small wage (perhaps 25¢ per hour) is an excel-
lent plangsl : ‘ | |

In 19&&, another vieﬁpdint is giveh;v "Many school
1librarians prefer to plan the library program so that
students will dovelop & fesling of civic responsibility
for the 1ibrary and for the school without even academic
cvedit.”52 |

The annual raparté from 512 public school lidbrarians
in Virginia for 19&8»19&9,_vavealed that 4147 of thesa
schools had student library assiatanﬁ groups with a
total of li,llil students parﬁlcipating.SB Figure 1 of this
study shows the location of these groups according to
school divisions.

Heplies received from 180 sccredited high achool

51 Pargos 9pe gite, P 32

. B2 Tennesseo, State Departuent of Education,
ODs Cibes Pe Go

53 Cfs Chapter I
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Alexandria- e e

Bristol e e

Buena Vista e
Charlottesvillce @
Clifton Forgee o .
Danville ¢ @
Fredericksburge e

" Hampton @

Harrisonburg e

~Hopewell ¢ @

Lynchburge ¢ e
Martinsvillie e
Newport News e @
Norfolke @ © ¢ @
Petersburg q @ ¢
Portsmouth @ e
Radford o
Richmond e eee® e 0o ®
Roanocke @ o @ ¢
South Norfolk e
Staunton e e
Suffolk ¢ ¢
Williamsbhurg e @
Winchester o
Weynesboro ¢

S o ﬂ“°“
[ X e @

@ Location of 447 Virginia Public Schools
having librery assistant groups, as re-
ported on Librarians' Annual Reports to
the Supervisor of School Libraries and
Textbooks of the State Department of
Education for the school year 1948-29.
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libraries to which a quaationnaire’waa‘eantgu showad

that in these schools there were 2,422 library assiste
ants. The number of library asalstents reported per
échool division rovealed a wide range. The divisions
reporting the largest numbers were Pittsylvania and

Winchester, with student 1ibrary helpers numbering 89
for sach county. Alleghany and Rappahannock reportea‘
onlykcﬁe student assistant who worked in the libraries
in thelr achoola.ss

According to the data phown in Table V, achools
with enrollments of 700«799 have the largest number of
pupils serving as library assistants. As may be expeocted,
the smaller schools with enrollments less than 100 pupils
have the fewest number of library helpers.

It is interesting to note f'rom Pigure 2 of thls
study that the largest mumber of pupils who help in the
library are enrolled in the tenth grade. A notliceable
decline seems to come in the twelfth grade. |

Susmary. The student assistant library program has
been found to be. a wide-spread activity in the publio
schools of Virginia, This sctivity includes: (1) gelec=

tion of student assistants according to varied methoda

sh Infra, pp.113-116.

65 . Infra, pp. 113-116.
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TABLE V

NUMBER OF LIBRANY ASSISTANTS IN VIRGINIA PUBLIC SCHOOLS
GROUPED ACCORDING TO 8CIOOL ZHROLLMENT:#

Number of = School Number of Averags RNumber
Schools Enrolle- Library ‘ of Fuplils
Raporting nent Asslstants Per School
9 1-99 60 62/,

17 100~199 176 | 101/3
29 200-299 292 10
33 300~399 315 102 ¢
26 ~ L00-=499 322 113/} #
22 00-239 28, 13
37 00-699 67 12
10 00-799 30 30%
g 00-899 11 1
900-999 15 10,
15 1000-1999 335 221/3
1 2600 up 23 23

# Data based on roplies receivod from 180 schools in
anawer to qQuestlonnaire on library assistants and library
clubse.

+ Two schools in this group did not roport number of
assiatants. .

# One achool in this group did not report number of
asalistants,



 FIGUEE 2

NUMBER OF LIPBRARY ASSISTARTE FOR EQCH GRADE LEVEL A5 RFPCRTED G
180 RuPLILS RECRIVED TO (UZZTIGENALRE CENT TO 322

ACCREDITED HIGH SCHCOLS IN VIRGINIA

Grades 1-3 .2227 - 36 Pupils

Grades 47 JIJ7/77777]777] - 168 Pupils

Grade 8 /[/J//[//////7//[/////////////7 = 354 Pupils

Grade 9  [I/1/ 7171777777777 77777777 17777777777 - 536 Pupils
Grade 10 /T/f////lff/féf,/jlﬁfj///////U/f/ﬁ?///?/////77/1 - 558 ‘?upils
Grade W1 J///T//7/7f 1T LL LT TP ED AT AE LT = 512 Pupils
Grade 12 [777777777777777777777] - 258 Pupils

C9
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and qualifications such as scholastic rating, pupil
application, faculty sgreement, ete; (2) training of

student assistants by individual and group instruction

methods; (3) scheduling of the work of student asgiste

ants which includes mechanical, clericsl, and service
duties, usually on a waakif schedule basis; () compenw
sating and rewarding of student assistants for the

duties performad by gifts, a small wage, or‘achool racog-
nitlon,

In Virginia Public Schools, there are l,L41 student
library assistants as reportad in the Superintendent's
Anmual Report for the year‘19u8-19h9. This participate-
ing mamberéhip is representative of hh?.aohoois in which

library assistant groups may be found,



CHAPTER V
THE SCHOOL LIBRARY CLUB

The library olub is a rocognized activity of the

modorn school program,; and appears in certain suggested

1

lists of sohool clubs,” It is generally consldered to be

& group of volunteer puplils with common intereats centere

ing around the library and its aarvicu.a

Most commonly,
this organization is referred to as a ¢lub, but in some

schools it is designated as a library committes, library

‘council. and libbary aquad.3

Purposes of the School Library Club

The school library club operates under a constitution
and a set of by-laws, both of whioch are necessarily in
accordance with the gensral achool pollcies and practices.

R bauglaau ocites three purposes for the school library
elub which are:

To sponsor a groater inbtereast amogg thoe astudents in
libraries and library service.

1 Haris M. Proffltt, Hipgh School Clubs, Bulletin No.
18{ (Washington, U. Se Depts of Interior, Us S. Government
Prin

ting 0ffice, 1934), ppe L4iB-L9.

2 Imolle P, Pargo, Activity Book for School Libraw
ries, Bite 1,{Chicago, American Lgbrary AB80¢,1030)y Pel5e

3 FPargo, ops oit. pe 196.

% Mary P, Douglas, NOrth Carolina School Libr Hande
book, {Hs Cs Supt. of Publlc Instruction; 1930)s Pe 15&.
5 lote: Chapter VII of this study treats the effec-

tiveness of the vocational training recelved from partiolpa-
tion in library activities.
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To stimulate reading interests.
To improve the library service of the schools

Farg06 considers the primary concern of a library

glub to bes

Entertainment and enlightnment of its members.
Ensouragenent of readinge.
Pursult of enterprises, litorary and bookish, which
%gve cultural value and lead to wider apprecia~
on
8timulation of achool loyalty.

The ébava montioned purposes are generally accepted
and appear in the by-laws and conntitution57 of olubs
functioning in the schools.

Hembership in the Library Club

Hembership in the library club is composed of student
asslistants who veceive orodit for daily responsibility in
the 1library, volunteer workers who devote an hour or more
per week to helping in the library, home room representa-
tives organized to cooperate botween the library and the
student body, or atﬁdqhts who enjoy reading good books
and f£ind the librarian a congenial advlsor for a book

clube 8

6 Tapgoy ope Sibes Pe 79

Ses Appondix E "Constitution of Washington~Lee
High School Library Club".

8 Viilma Bonnetga)Studagt Library Assistants, (K.Y.,
s Do da




ﬁouglaag

raecommonds open membership into the library
club and belisves that any student who wishes to join
the organization ghould bs considered eligible, just as
he would fop any other school club =-« the requirements
being regular attendance and will;ngnaaa to participote.
The State Department of Education of Virginia rocoge
nizes the library club ap an argaﬁizaticn of the sachool
activity program and in the Llbravry Marmual used by libra-

rians in Virginla Publio Schools the following recommendas

tion appears:
"It 1s usually desirable to hold...a conference
of pupil assistants...This is frequently more effec-
tive if the pupils organize into a clubes Some schools
find it desirable to permit astudents outalde of thio
student assistant group to Join the library olub."
The requirements and limitations for membership in
the slub are provided for in the conatituticn;l of the opre
ganization, Clubs vary in mumber, but librarians strive
to keep the membership within a workable slze group of
twenty=five or thirty. If mors than thirty pupils select

this activity, it is recommended that two pectlons of the

9 Douglas, 1o 9__&0
10 Virginia, State Depts of Education, Libra Manma
for Va. Publia Schoolg, VeXX, NOe 2, August 1937, Ps O7s ’

1l Inf!'ay pp.121-123.
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club be organized, perhaps with the 8th and 9th grade
pupils composing a Jjunior elub and the upperclassmen
forming a senlor organization. Since the asccial
interests of these two age groups vary, it has heen
found that the twoeclub division works successfully in
meoting pupil diffarenoesula ‘

~ Bannett13 agroes that the maximum number of thirty
makes a workable sizo group.

To give added significance to Joining the library club,

g formal aerqmcnylh l1a sometimes held for new members,
The rituals may be performed befores the entire atudent
‘body, thereby serving as a stimulus to potential members,
or the initliation may takke the form of a regular program
of the club, and in this case would be witnessed only by
club meéberaﬁ The ceremony is ons of solemnity and mean-

ing, which serves to add d;gnity to the organization.

Hootings of the School Library Club

Proquency and time of meetings are usually provided
for in the conatitution of the club.ls At gome schools,

12 Hadeline Willis (Lidbrarian of Newoastle High
School ), Viewpoint expressed in conversation with author,

Roanoke, Virginia, march 9, 19504
13 Eonnatt. __2_¢ Gi'bc, p. 2256

1, Seo Appendix F, "iigh School Library Club Holda
Initiation Service."

15 Infra, pp.121-123.
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1t has been found advisable to hold regular weokly moote
ings, but in othey achoola, the groups convens blemonthly
or monthly. 16 ,
The moetings necegsitate pre~planning, both on the
part of the librarian and the members of the clubs Too
mich informality at meetings has been known to result in
chaos, whereas, extreme formallty may result in the dis-
couragoment of pupil participation and the use of Iinitiae
tive, The llbrarian, as faculty advigor, le in a position
to judge the degrso of infanmality which is pormissible
with varying grcupa of mamhara.
A sirple ppoaedura to follow for maoeinga 1s suggested
balow=17
1le Call to order.
2, Reading of minutes of pvecoding maeting.
3¢ Roll oall answered by ths name of book each
alub member is readinge.
L« Report of committeos.
Ge 0ld and new business,
g Program.

Announcement of next progrmm.
Ad journment.

Officera of the School Library Club
The officers and election of officers for the achool»
1ibrary olub are provided for in the constitution of the
nganisation,ls and follow the usual pattern for other

16 ZInfra,pp.113-116.-Sectlon II-Fel,
17 Douglas, SR 9_3;20. pe 110«
18 Douglas, ope glt.
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school clubs, Bennettl? recommends the following list
of offlcers: |

1+ The sponsor, who is logioally the school
‘ librarian acting in an advisory oapacity.

2e¢ The president, who presides over meetings
and 1s the recognized head of the organiza-
tione. ‘ :

3« The vice-president, who assumes the duties
of the president during hias absence, and
is directly responsidle for all membership
activities, '

li. The secretary, who records the mimutes of
the meetings, and is responsible for all
sorrespondence,

S« The treasurer, who colleots the duss of the
¢lub, pays any inourred bills, and keeps
an ascurate account of all finances, and: a
record of financlal transactions.

6. The reporter, who writes articles or news
items concerning club activities for publie
oation in the school, local, or national
papers,

Along with the officers elocted by the olub, are the
standing cormitiees whi¢h are appointed by the president,
and whoae duty’it is tO‘carry forth thé work of tho organie-
gatlon. Eannattzo

mittoesn:

suggosts the following standing come

1. Bxeocutive Committee, composed of the officers
who decide on pollicles and activities for

the olub.

2e Progvam Committee, usually headed by the
vice-president as chalrman, and has as its
chief rosponsibility the planning of programse

19 Bennett, ope cit., PPs 226231,
20 Loge Cit.
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3« Correspondonce Comaittee, headed by the
socretary as chairman, whose primary duties
are to write lotters and minutos for the
club, and to ostablish and maintain a file
record of all correspondence.

}» Room Committes, whose duties include the
care of the plants and {lowers, preparation
of posters, and other materials for making
the meeting quarters attraotive.

S5« Library Procedure Committee, whose responsie
bllity 1s to interpret the library progran
to the student body and to aot as lidson
group betwoon the students and the library,.

Other committees vary in naturo with the local cludb situae
tion. Certaln sugpested ones are: New Books Committee,
Exhibit and Bulletin Board Committee, Art Committee, Photoe
graphy Committee, Publicity Committee, lMagazine Committee,
Fugitive Material Committee, and Typing Committee.

Prograns and Activities For Tho School Library Club

Fargoal believes that a olub travels on its own proe
grans whioh should be planned in advance and with an effort
of ocontinuity. The program must beglin whero Fhe pupils
are, though presumably, it will not stay there.

Although one of the atanding cormittees (Program Come
mittes) is directly responsible for the programs, the

club sponsor finds that she muat accept a certain part of

this planning in the form of guiding the puplls., 3She takes
into account the community situation, school regulations,

pupil background, and in light of her naturity and

21 Fargo, OPe cit., Do 8l




exporlance is ahble to antlcipate possible consequences
which may ocour aftér the programs are presented,

The programa sare usually prepared 1pvadyance for
the antifa school term, with coples of the yeﬁv‘s pro-
gram on file in the aschool.

The following is an outline of the programs planned

in advance by HMartinsville High School Library Club:22

September = General Organisation

Qctober « Duties and Responsibilities of Library
Assgiatants

November « Illustrated Lecturs on Canadian Tour

Dagember = Reviews of S1x Now Library Books by
Club Members '

January « Important Events and Persons of the
lHonth :

Fobruary - Origin of Salnt Valentine

March = Bte Patriok's Day

April = Eleotion of Of{'icers

Hay = Installation of Officers

Librarisns are caubloned asgainst repular library olub
prograns which Qanaisb‘in the perfcrﬁance of such library
dublies as dustiﬁg and waxing the furniture in the library,
shelving and pasting bobk pbckéta, and other foutine Pro=
cedurss, éuch programs may be considered an example of
exploitation ér.pupils during a time allotted them for a

curricular activity;eB | o | |

Suppested gzgas of Club Proprams
Hadﬁ.o-..Progggemua..‘22L The radio is one of the favorlte

22 Felsie Riddle (Librarian Xartinsville High School),
Tetter to Authory Harch 20, 1950

33 Fargoy ODRe M¢’v )+ 761

Margaret Leake (Librarian Hancheater High School ),
Desepiption to Library Club Programsg, May, 1950.




media for young people to use in presenting their ideas
to an audlience, Library clubs have been known to use
this devlice suocesafully. Somotimes, the program is in
the form of a "mock" broadoast presented bafors the olub
members or the entire astudent body. In other instances,
the olubs have presented actual broadcasts over the local
radio station, Book reviews and book quizzes have been

subjJects used by the pupils,

Prqggamg_gging,F;;gg,zs The use of well-chosen films
has been found to make an effective type of library pro-
grame This kind of program does not eliminate planning,
Preparihg the pupils for what 18 to be seon and heard 4s
important, as woll as to have the physiocal set-up ocare-
fully prepared in order to avoid disruption after the pro-
grem begins. Appropriate £1ilms doaling with (1) how to
use 1library tools (2) the book«binding process (3) funce
‘tioning of other libraries such as Library of Congress,
and (l}) how the library sorves the community, are among
topiocs which have been used by achool library clubs, and
recommendad by the Bureau of Teaching laterials of the

State Department of Education,

2¢ Vippinia, State Board of Education, Bureau of
Teachigg Hatgrial;, Tducational lotion Pictures for
Virginia Public Schools, Noveriber, 19h§. Pe

70
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Pan isc on Pror . The panel discussion
type of presentation lends itsmelf easily to a large
group of toples which are of interost to library olubs,
The "Information Ploase" program idea has served as a
favorite pattern for olub members in working up a panol.
Topiocs whilch have been successfully used by school library
oclubs include: (1) recent books (2) childhood favorites

- among books (3) comic books () how to use the library and

(S) how to care for library materials.

Social Hour Progra@g.27 Experience has proved to
librarians that the social hour program requirea little en-
couragement from the clud sponsor, as tho mombers of the
club have a natural desire for such activities. The "party"
or social hour function can well bo planned so as to be en
educational experience, as well as wholesome pleasure.
Sucocessful librarj parties have been planned around the
topic of the "wild tea party" in Allge in Wonderland, on

the ball from the Cinderella fairy tale, and on birthday
parties commemorating famous literary or historical per-
sonalitios., Appropriate decorations, invitations, games,
refroshments nay all be planned so as to contribute to
the educational value of the social hour program.

26 Amelia High School, "Amelia High School Library
Club Programs", 1939. ,

27 Madelins Villis (Librarimn New Castle High
Schoolz New Castle, Virginia) Typewritten Projoct Pre-
pared at University of Horth Carolina, 1949.
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Creative ?vﬁqg nB-S The creative type of program
affords tha mamhers of the elub an opportunity to

develop oertain apaeial interasts as woll as a chance to
diaplay hobby collections and talents  Original poems,
stories; art work, eral’t Work, and colleotions of intereste
ing objests all may have a placa 1n this typa of pragontae=
tion.

Business ﬁae@iggg?g -When thers is business to be

transacted, usuélly the program consists of a discuassion
of definite and important itema conduétad.éccovding to
parliamentary éraaadurag The librarian, plenning with the
officers in advance of the meeting, helps,tovansura a
smoothly and successfully run pvogram; which serves as a

cloaring house for othsr prograns and acbivitiaa‘

Activities In Vhich uchool Lihraﬂg Clubs Have Suocesafully
ggggad

The following 1ist of activities as reported by achool

librévy ¢luba in Virginia and in other astates revealsthe
poasibility for the accomplishment of worthwhile purposes
of the orgenization:

Pregentation of plays in the auditorium, inecl 381ng
the use of original soripts and puppet shows,

Visita %o othssllibrarias, book stores, and booke
binding firms.

28 Leai:a; ODe m«; Ne ‘pg , N
29 imolia High School, ope Site, Ne Pe
30 Lonike, 0D« ity Ne Pe '

31 Bedford, Virginias, 9P Site, Pe 4b
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Presentation of a mook trial about people who dis-
regard library regulations.3?

Preaan&gtiou of a cirocus based on animals found in
bookSB

Prgparation of artistio book jackets, book marks,
book~plates,, posters, and dolls dressed as book
chnractera.sh . . _

Correspondence and meetings with library glubs in
this country and with foreign countriase3®

Complling of a sumary of regging interests in the
school and in the cormmnity.

Pregentation of story hours to younger ohildron.37
Praparation of sorapbooks for children's hoapitala.BB
Arrangemont of displays in the school about new
materlg&s, o0ld book favoritas, and hobby collec~
tions.

Presentation of a book fair on & commnity baais.ho

L1

Sponasoring a book collection of book characters.

32 Fargo, ope Sites Pe 220
33 1bide, P 111

3l Roanoke County, Virginia, Andrew Logia High School
Library Club, "List of Library Club Programs”, lNovember G,

1949,
35 Loce oite .
36 fnelia ligh School, 0OD. citey Ne Do

37 Spotsylvania County, Virginia, Je Je Viright School
Library Club, lews Lottor, 1949, ne pe

38 Douglas, OD. Sites Po 8.

39 Ibid, pe 10
LO Petersburg, Virginia, Petersburg Clty Schools, 1948,

Warren County, Va., Warren County lligh School, Un-
publigied article on gaok W;ek Activities, November, 1948,
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Celabration of spocial days with soasonal decora-
tions, faculty ﬁgd cormminity teas, and "open" house
in the 1ivrary.

Publication of a pepriodical news letter about
1library asotivities,

Prapaéatibn‘pf a olub handbook.hh

Topics suitable for 1ibéary club programs: (1) Books
:Worth‘0wn1ng (2) Famcus*lllustrétoés of Children's Books
(Q)AY1rginia Wiriters () Pamous Animals In Literaturs
(S)?Know Youva§a£é” (6) Févoﬁ;tevﬁooks‘éf Our Parents
(7)IL1brarylWovk As A caﬁaer.hs |

The School Library Club Progpam In Virginia Public Schools

During the school year of 1948-1949, two hundred and
twonty~-three (223)-achbol library clubs operated in Virginia
public.sahoola, with a total partlol?ating membershlp of
five thousand, two hundred and sevantaen.hé

Thialfigure shows a great gain from the yeér 1932 when

for the first time, mention of the school library club

L2 Douglaa, Ope Citey Do 8,
L3 Spotsylvania County Schools, ope Sites Do P

Martinsville, Virginia, Martinsvills High School,
Library Club Yearbook, 1949.

ll-s - Bedford, Virginia, oD, Q_Lgo' Pe IJ-BC

6 vipsinia, State Board of Bducation, School Library
and Tgxbbookgéarvice, Annual Dibrary Report, 1948-1949,
{Compilation of Annual School Reports)s
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movement appearsd in the Annuasl Report of the Superintendent
of Publie Instruutionph7 S8ince that dats, thers has been

a gradual development of the program which may be attributed
to the increase in tho number of libraries with treined per=
sonmmel, and the greater emphasis which has been placed on
the activity phage of tha school auvrioﬁlum‘

Table VI, whioh ia bmsed on the reporta of schools ro-
corded in Annual Reports of the Superintendent of Public
Instruction for a period of eighteen years, shows thias
dovelopment.

From a total of 100 county school divisions in Virginia,
82 of this number reported library cludb prograns for the
achool year of 19l8«1949, all but two of the twenty-five
city school divisions reported schools having this organi~
aation.us .

Figure 3 of this study shows the locatlon of the clubs
within the county and olty divisions of Virginia, based on
the information supplied by the librarian in the Annual
Livbrary Report for the school year 1948-1949 4

Reportsd déta from school librarians in Virginia ro-
veal a wide range;iﬁ the size of olub membership. Three

sohool divisions, Gooohland, Richmond, and Rockingham

Virginia, State Board of Rducatlon, Anmal Report

of th%75u erintendent of Public Instruction, Vexv, nos <,
1932, P ,

8 Virginia, State Board of Education, finnual Report
of Su%t. of %ublia Instruction, Ve NOs 2, 1908=190G9, p
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TABLE VIHY

NUMBER OF SCHOOL LIBRARY CLUBS IN VIRGINIA PUBLIC SCHOOLS
REPORTED ACCORDIKG TO SCHOOL YRAR

Total Kumber of Clubs
Reported in Anmial
Roeport of Supte. of
Public Instruction

- Year Reportoed

1932 33

193 3

1934 no report

193 7

193 104

193 113

193 12

1939 12

1940 136 High School,
13 elenm.

1941 167 High School,

. 19 olenm.

1942 191 High School,
12 elem.

194 166 High School,

3 7

iy

19&5 151

19&& 205

194 208

1949 B 219w

#The total mumber of 223 olubs reported on page 62 of this
study compiled from the actual library reports and ine
cludad one school division which did not send in reports
in time to be tabulated on the Annual Report of the Supt.

of Publioc Inastruction. :

Vipginia, State Department of Education, Annual
Ragor%g of Supts Of Public Instruetion, 1932<h9s
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Countles had only aseven pupils per county participating
in library olub activitiae; whereas Washington County
reported a boﬁal'mambérship of 667, ‘Tha average number
of’ mombers per achooi division was repovted to bo fovty.so
Tha iﬁdi#ldﬁal hchnol reporting theylargaat ﬁember-
ship in a school library club was VélleyAInétitute in
Waahington‘County with a total of Lsh puﬁils enrolled
for the past yoars Rbaanwald High 8chool in Fauquier
Odunty with a olub enrollment of 300 was the second lare

gest reported nnmber;sl The school library olubs in Vipe

giniu have an average membarship of 23 pupils per school,
with the.figuve panging from 7 to hSh.Sav
Table VII shows the total number of library olub meme
bers in each county and ocity achool division in v1rg1nia.
~ Sumaary. The library club is a reocognized activity
of the modern school curriculums It operates under a conw
shitution and has as its purposes the stimulation of the
use .of library matoricls, the improvemont of 1ibrary ser-
vice, and oncoura@emént of interests in library work as a
vooation. The membership is composed of students who are
able to fulifil bvaeoribad requirements for proper partie-
ocipation in the olub. The organizational fremework of the

olub provides for officers, and theoir election, comparable

0 Virginia, Stato Board of Education, School Libe
& Textucok Somvics , Annusl Libravy Reports, 1949

(Compilation of 512 Reporta)
51 Loge gite
52 Log. gite

78
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TABLE VII 53

TOTAL NUMBER OF LIBRAKY CLUB MEMBERS PER SCHOOL DIVISION
IN VIRGINIA FOR THE SCHOOL YEAR 19l8~19L9

School

‘ Number Library School Number Library
Divislion Club Members Divigion Club Members
Accomace . L9 Ployd 18
Albemarle L3 Fluvanna 1
Alleghany 0 Franklin 6
Amellia 23 Frederick 33
Amherst - 13 Giles 27
Appomattiox 0 Gloucester 20
Arlington 6l Goochland 7
Augusta 30 Grayson 10
Bath - 0 Greene 12
Bedford 2l Greensville 1
Bland » L5 Halifax 8
Botetourt 28 Hanover L7
Brunswick 86 Henrico 17
Buchanan 12 Henry 10l
Buckingham L6 Highland 0
Campbell 31 Isle of Wight 1%
Caroline 0 James City 1
Carroll 26 King George 0
Charles City 18 King & Queen 0
Charlotte ‘ 10 King William 0
Chesterfield 122 Lancaster 38
Clarke 0 Les 12
Craig 2l ' Loudoun 2l
Culpeper 73 Louisa 9
Cumberland 0o Lunenburg 0
Dickenson 0 Madison 16
Dinwiddie 66 Mathews 103
Elizabeth City 21 Mecklenberg 108
Essex 0 Middlesex 6
Falrfax 2, Hontgomery 1
Fauquier 33 Nansemond 0

53 Virginle,
and Textbooksa Service,

State Department of Rducation, Libraries
Annual Library Reports, 1949,



TABLE VII {continued)

79a

TOTAL NUMBER OF LIBRARY CLUB MENMBERS PER SCHOOL DIVISION
IN VIRGINIA FOR THE SCHOOL YEAR 1948-1949

Kumber Library

School Number Library School
Division Club Members Division Club Members
Helson 0 Warwick 16
New Kent 18 Washington 667
Norfolk 10 Westmoreland 172
Northampton 2 Viige 437
Northumberland 23 Wythe 17
Hottoway 87 York 30
Orange 1 Alexandria 36
Page 5 Bristol 3%
Patrick 12 Buena Vista 2
Pittsylvania 17 Charlottesville 21
Powhatan 0 Clifton Forge 0
Prince Edward 12 Danville 32
Prince George 39 Fredericksburg 10
Princess Anne 25 Hampton 15
Prince William 62 Harrisonburg 0
Pulaski 31 Hopewell 0
Rappahannock 15 Lynchburg 1o
Richmond 7 Hartinsville 36
Roanoke 103 Newport News 30
Rockbridge 39 Norfolk 57
Rockingham 7 Petersburg 63
Russell 25 Portsmouth 15
Scott 108 Radford 0
Shenandoah 8 Richmond 385
Smyth 7 Roanocke 85
Southampton sl S. Norfolk 42
Spotsylvania 0 Staunton 10
Stafford 2l Suffolk 10
Surry 11 Williamsburg 5
Susgex 12 Winchester 9
Tagewell 27 Waynesboro 15
Warren 0
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with kthose of other school clubs, At the scheduled meetings of
the club, progrems of a literary or esthetic noture are presented.
There are ’223 school library clubs in Virginia public schools as reported
on the last Anmual School Report of Librarians, and a total membership
in these clubs of 5717 pupils,
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CHAPTER VI

A LIBRARY ASSISTART ASSOCIATION ON A STATE-VIDE BASIS

While é majority of the aooredited:high schools,
and a number of the elementary schools, hévo had student
library aaaiatant activities for many year¥,1 a plan for
organizing the astudents on a state or national basis has
receivéd little attention until recent years, Richard
Lowe,a School and College Relationa Officer of tho United
Statos Navy Recruiting Service, bolieves that these assiste
anﬁs have lackoed the benefits derived from ' state or
national organizations to motivate their work and place
it on a level with the organized activities of the achool.

Recognizing the values derived from broadening the
scope of school clubs, many activities of the achools have
been given wider recognition through inter-sscholastic con-
tests, conventions, festivals, and state-wide clubse. The
Virginia High School League, Beta Club, Future Farmers of
America, and Future Homemakers of America are examples
of effort made to organize school activities on state and
national levols.

The purposes for developing a state-wide library pro=-
gram are to: (1) promote higher standards among school

See Annual Reports of Supte. of Public Inatruction

1
1932=49.

2 Richard Lowe, "Hational Associatlion of Student
Librarians", Wilson Library Bulletin, 2l}:158, Oct., 1949,
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libraries;(2) inorease the efficiency in the performance
of library duties by student assistants and (3) encourage
the application of tho best library procedures and prace
tlae > ‘ _ A.

It 18 believed by Lowe, an eminent authority, that
a real need exisgts for a state~wide association of 1ibrary
clubs, and that a valuable service could be rendered to
‘the participants in the organization, as well as to the
achool and to the profession, Lowe makes the following
suggestions as possible outcomes of the movemsnt:

"Such an organization oould draw into it existing
local organizations that might care to affiliate.
Its constitution and by-laws would supply the
machinery for chartering new chaptors (local
library clubs) and would provide suitablo embloms
for its members, Annual district or state workshops
could be held poszslbly under the sponsorship of
colleges and universitlies with suitable facilities
for their operation, These woritshops would include
demonstrations in book-binding and repair, instruc-
tions, discussions, fleld trips, library {ilms,
exhibits. Thoy would contribute immeasuradly to
improve practices with the, schools and the morale
of the students involved.'l

A‘Survey of Stato-Wide Library Clubs in the United States

A questionnaire on the organization of state-wide libra-
ry associations was prepared and sent to the 23 state library
aupervisoras in the United States., Sixteen of the'twenty-
three reported, and the following data based on the 16 reports

3 'Lowe’ .];99.39.1:9.-

b Loc.cit. A
5 Cr, Footnote number 5: P 6.



have beon summarized below:

Five states at the present timo have funoctioning
library clubs on a state-wide basise Vith the oxception
of the lew Jersey Club which was organized in 1930, all
others have come into existence within tho last throe
yoars. They are Indiana, New Jersey, North Carolina,
South Carolina, and Texas,.

A report from the exeoutive secretary of the American
Library Asacoiation, dated June 1}, 1950, states that
three other states of Loulslana, iaryland, and Michigan
have organized clubs, but no individual reports have been
roceived from them for this study.

Four states roported that the neod had been felt and
plana for an organization wore underway now. Thosoe states
inolude Alabama, Comnecticut, Florida, and Tennooseo.

Seven states reported that nothing had been accom-
plished regarding tho organization of a stato-=wide asso-
olation, Thoso states are Geoorgia, Kentuclty, Illinois,
Hassachugsetts, linnosota, Oregon, and Visconsin,

Although the frameworik for the organizatlion is simie
lar with each state assoclation, thore are varying
features which require separate descriptions,

Indtana.! The Indiana StatoeWide Library Club,

6 Note: Virginia is also included in this group,
but since & questionnaire was not ssnt to the Virginia
Supervisor of Libraries, plans conocerning this progran
will be treatod separatoly.

7 Esther Burrin, Letter and information supplied on
questionnaire, Decermber 20, 19,9,



known as the Hoosier Student Librarian's Assocliation
was organized on Decombor l., 1949, with membershlp open
to any junior or senior high school student interssted
in llbrary work, -The aspociatlon operates under a conw-
stitution in which the folloﬁing»objectivés‘aﬁe statod:
"o inorease pupll interest and participation
in library worlk, _
To promots friendghip among librarians and student
- 1lbrarians throughout the state.
To attract good pupil assistants and to aroyse
interest in librarianship as a profession,”
The constitution providea for offlicers consisting of
a president, vice-president, secretary, treasurer, reporter,
advisory council, and exeoutive council. Annual meetings
sre held in the fall, and annual dues of 25¢ per member
are reoquired by the aonatitutian.g
Hew Jerseys The Hew Jersey School Library Counclil
was organized in 1930, and according to avallable dats,
was the first stato-wlde assoclation to be formed. The
constitution, which was revised in 1946 to meet prosent
conditions, states the purpose of the olub as; "to
further interest in library work, to encourage pupils to
malte library work thelr 1life profession, and tgocreata
friendship among members of various councils." '
Membership in the assoclation 1s open to any "library

council of sny school in New Jerge¥..«if the school
librarian 1s a member of the lew Jersey School Library

8 Indiana, Hoosier Student Librarians! Assoclation,
Congtitution and By-Laws, Article II, n. p.

9 Log. cite

10 New Jersey, Constitution of lNew Jersey Library
Council Association, Article I, 19406, n. p.
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Assoclation,"t*
‘4 The constitution provides for officers to be elected
sach apring; annual dues of $1.00 per nember, and two
meetings por year. - | .

Jane B, Hobson, Consultant for School ané gbuhgv
Peoples Libraries in New Jebaa&;hféalé enthysiaabio_over }
the State Assoclation which she reports ia a *strong
and active organization which has 800 mombers. Thay not
only do the routine proocedures (in the school libraries),
but have done much in bullding up the sglandi&fpublic re-
lations in evidence thore {New Jersey),"1l2

BcbeonlB adds further that the recrulting which is
done from thaﬁccuncil varies, but that this year one high
school has three potential librariana‘aerving on thev
council, and she believes that puplls as wall ne teachers
are onthuslastlic about the Asmsoclation.

Horth Carolina. The ¥orth Carolina Ilgh School
Livrary Assoclation was organized in 1947 with 105 local

clubs participating. Membership ila limited to high

school seniors who are interosted 1n‘11bravvaork,'und
who ave membera of a local library club of Horth Carolina.
- Tho bbjectives of the 6rganisﬁtion are to "promote pupil
interest and paﬁ;icipaﬁicn in school library work, better

uhderﬁtanding and cooperation between local and atate

11 lew Jersey, ope oit.s; Articles II and III

12 Jane B. Hobson, (New Jersey State Department of
Bducation), Letter, January 19, 1950.

13 Loc. olt.



high school library clubs, and to arouse interest in
the study of librarianship as a p:'ofouion.lh 7he olud
operates under a constitution whioh is inocorporated in
& handbook, nade available to all olud momdbers. The oone
stitutionl® provides for (1) the officers of the club,
their nocessary qualifications, and procodure for eolec-
tion (2) the embleom and pin for the assoclation (3) the
official flower, which i1s designated as the red carnation
(l4) the codo "Books aro the keys to imowledge” (5) colors
to be blue and white and (6) annual dues of 25¢ per member.
Tho annual oconvention of the Association for 1950 was
held on March 2-25 in lixmberton, North Carolina. A copy
of an announcenmsnt regarding ths meeting appears in the
appendix of this study,
South Carolina. The school lidbrary clubs in South

Carolina, at the present timo are organized on a repgional
baais, with the ultinate hope of incorporating the recional
groups into a state association, The requirement for neone
borship &{n the rogional organizations is active participa-
tion as a school library assistant.

The purposes of the regional clubs are to "give a
child a chance for development and growth of initiative

Horth Carolina, (Stats Department of Education),

U
The liopth Carolina Digh School Library Assosciation Cone-
stitution, n.d.. Ne Po

15 Los. oit.
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and leadership, and to promobte his underatanding of

library work and recvuitment.”l6 Hanoy Je Bay,17 State

Supervisor of School ILibraries of Souﬁh‘carolina, TO=-
ports that the organization is‘too young yet bto mention
its accomplishments, but she belleves that it is function=-
ing satisfactorily. | | ” |

The folloﬁing announﬁemant‘whioh eppoarsd in the
"South Carolina (Library) News Letter" for Dscember, 1949,
shows the first step which was taken in organizing the
1ibrary assistants into raéional groups:

- "irg, Harvey Stophens has been appointed by the
aofficers of the School Library Section to sarve
as chalyman of a committee to work out plans fop
organizing pupll amaslstants in the high achool
libraries of SBouth Carolina, first on a roglonal
basis and later on a state~wido baslas Mrs. Stephens
has sent out lefters to various school librarians,

~one in each Judicial diatriot, requesting that he
serve as chalirman for his particular districteesThe
chalrman is to work with the librarians and the
students to see if such an organization is dsesirable
within hio specific distriet, and if so; to ses that
the students have the opggrtunity for getting up ‘
sueh an organizatlioNeeee

To show the outcome of thlia first announcement, &n ex=-
cerpt from the South Carolina "News Letter" for March, 1950,

is quoted below:

"In the lanst News Lettor the work which was being
done to organize student. librarians was dlsoussed.
8ince then a mumber of meetings have been held on a

Sudicial distriot basis... Thus far meetings have

16 Maney J. Day, Note and information supplied in reply
to questionnaire, December 20, 1949.

17 Loce Qitg

18 South Carolinas, Department of Education, Hows
Laotter, v. h’ noe 2y po&’
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been held 1n seven diatrictas. ,

Students have orgenlzed in these districts and
are making plans to meet at Winthrop College in
Roclk 1i1ll, S. Cu, on April 21 and 22, to dlscuss
a state organization esee :

A atudent of the Library Science Department of
Viinthrop College will speak on "Why I Chose Library
Work As A Career', ‘
s»see0n Saturday morning, there will be a meeting to
discuss ovganiaatlon of student librarians on a
state baslisg,"+7 = SR

Toxase The Taen=Age Library Asscclation 1s the name
by which the Texas asaistant library olub is known., It
wags organized in April, 1949, and at the present time has
70 participating looal olubs, "with the number increoasing
daily",20 |

The first meeting of the club was held in Abllens,
Texas, on April 18 and 19, 1949, in joint session with the
36th Annual Convention of the Texas Library hssociatlon,
At this first meeting, 16 schools were represented and
100 local club members participated, Under'a temporary
chairman, the meeting took form and the following recoms

mondations wore made!

"That the organization be called the Teen-Age
Livrary Assoclation, as a section of the School

19 South Carolina, op. e¢it., p. 16.

20 Mattie doore, Information supplied in reply to
questionnaire, Texas, State Depavtment of Educatlion,
December, 1949,
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Division of the Texas Library Association.

That the following requirements be met by
local clubs geeking membershlp in the State Organi=
gation: , |

1. Local olubs should be organized library

clubs with duly elected officers.

2« Thore shall be a minimum of 10 members in

the club, » :

3+ The club shall be sponsored by the high

school librarians : '

There may be one voting delegate from each local
club. Additional repressntatives will depend ugon
accormodations at the location of the meeting.”

The report was acoepted, the permanent officers eleow
ted, and the Teene~Age Library Association becams a functione
ing organization.

Besldes the business and sooclal ltems on the agenda,
discussions took place on the toplos: (1) the work of
the studont assistant: (2) requirementa of student assiste
ants; (3) credit for the work of a student assistant;

(}4) Book Week; (5) bulletin boards; (6) library publicity;
and (7) livrary cluba.aa

In order for a local club in Texas to bocome affili-
ated with the Teen-Age Library Association, thsrbynlawa
require that formal application be filed on a form aupplied
by the State organization, If the local olub moebs the
requirenments, and is accopted into State membership, a

cortificate 1s awarded to the school group, which may be

21 Texas, Teon~Age Library Asgsoclation, Report of
Orgonizabion Meeting, April 809, 1949, ne p.

22 Loce oite

Wo——



posted in the club room or librarys

B-Stata&.

. Infomuation sscured from the ather,elevena
roporting show a éecldpd intorest and definite trend
toward the dovolopment of an assoclabtion which would ine
gorporate local sohool library clubs into a state.ovgani;
zation., Neports to the quostiomnaire revealed a 1009
approval of state~wide racopnition from the states that
have not already developed.auoh an association.

Tho following somments taken from these reports

verify this opinion:

Go

"(Florida) We recently had a county-wide meeting
in Polk County with 200 student assistants participat-
ing froa that one County, By the end of the year, vwe
should have a state-wide group started, "2l Hembership
in the county organization will be granted upon applie

cation to all students in Polk County elementary,
junior high, and senlor hlgh schools who have sepved
in the capacity of library assistants. Heetings of
the grogg are to be held onco each fall and sach

spring.

"(Connasticut) Ve do not have a sbato<wide organie

zation in Connectioub, but from time to time we have
beon discusging the advisablility of creating such an

organization, I shall he“égtarestad to know what you

in Vieginiae decide to do.

23 lYote: The eleven states are: Alabams, Comnectie

cut, Florlida, CGeorglas, Illinols, Kentucky, Massachusetts,
Hinnesota, Oregon, Tennesasee, and Wisconsine

| 2, Sara Krantzman, Reply to (uestionnalre, December
16 » 191‘»9 *

25 "Student Assiastant Organize in Polk County,
Plorida®", Library Journal, 753250, February 15, 1950

, 26 Reta Clark, Leﬁteg, (to author) Department of
Education, Hartford, Connecticut, December 19, 1949.
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"(Alabama) We have many such clubs in indivie
dual schools, and one very booming one for a oounty
school system, and a large city school system and
goveral small aystems in the distriot, We fazl
that a state~wide organizatéqn will develop {rom
these local organizations,” '

"(Tonmessee) We are conaldering organizing on a

regional basis, bub'waaara alaso making a 1little pre=
liminary study first.

POSSIBILITY FOR ORGANIZING A STATE~VWIDE LIBRARY CLUB
IN VIRGINIA

The movemont for a state-~wlide school library clud
for library assistants in Virginia started in October, 1949,
with the school librarians volioeing the need and advisability
of such an organization. 7The matter was brought to the
attention of the State Supervisor of School Libraries who
in turn conferred with the president of the School Libra-
rians! Seobtion of the Virginia Education Aaaaciatibn. As
a result of this conference, the decision ﬁmb reached %o
devote the program for ﬁhe aekt annual meoting of the Segw
tion to a discussion of the possibility for organising a
atate~-wide library olub -in Vieginia.

On November l, 19,9, at the anmial meeting of the
School Librarians! Sectlion of the Virginia Education ABBOw
- oiation, held in Richmond, Virginia,
'the discussion of the problem of a stateswide asso-
ociation for student library assistants was led by

Ellinor C. Preston, Supervisor of Libraries, Riche
mond Public Schoolss Hras Dorothy Watson, Supervisor

27 Fannie Schmitt, Reply to Questionnairs, December
16 » 1914-9 L

28 Louise Meredith, Reply to Questionnaire,
December 16, 1949.
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of School Libraries, Roancke Clty Public Schools,

told of her experience in organizing an assoolae-

tion of library assistants in the City of Roanoke,

Krsa, Mary Peacook Douglas, Library Supervisor of

the Raleigh Public Schools in NHopth Carolins disge

cussed her stabe organization in detall, At the

clope of the discussion, a motion was made and

passsd that a committes of all library supervisors

(in Virginia) should be named to make tentative

Plans gsv 8 ptate~wide student assistant organigzos

'biﬁﬁa n

Surmarye In recent yoars the school library profog-
sion has become concernsd over the possibillity of organize
- ing local school library clubs into state asaociations
because of certain values which ave beliaved to be derived
from an ovgani%ation of thig naturo.

A%t the present time the eightBo states of Indiana,
Loulsiana, Maryland, Michigan, YNew Jorsey, North Carolina,
South Caroling, and Texas have state organizations for the
school library assistants. The following eleven states
are investigating the possibllity for such an organization:
Alabama, Connecticut, Florida, Georgla, Illinols, Kentucky,
Masgachusetts, Kinnesotn, Oregon, Tennessee, and Wisconsin,

The School Librarians! Section of the Virginia Library
Agsoolation has appointed a committee to make tentative
plans for an organization of library assistants in Virginia

Public Schools.

Ruth Harless, Sacretary of School Librarianst
Section of V.EsA., Minutes, November li, 1949,

30 Cf. pe 2 of this chapi.
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CHAPTER VII

VOCATIONAL ASPECT OF THE STUDENT LIBRARY ACTIVITY PROGRAN

In ﬁecant yearas, the shortage of trained personnel
in the field.of school 11bravy‘wobk has been acute, as
ravealed in the following sﬁatemeét taken from the 1948
Annual Report»of'tha Supaf;ntanﬁenh of Public Instruction:

"Along with the need for an increase of 50% in the
numbar of trained librarlisns for the secondary schools is
an equally sorious shortage of librarians in the slemente
ary schools. At least 500 additional trained librarians
are needed for eslementary schools having seven or more .
toachers in ordor for the librarians in these schools to
meet the training standards whiih will become effactive
for the school year 1950=~1951,"

. Up to the pressant date, this ahortaga of tralned libra=
rians, which is not paouliar tc Virginia, has been relieved
to a very small degrae.a |

Sharfer3 has made the statement that student assist-
ants who show promise should be encouraged to become
librarians and opportunities should be given them 4o ox=~
amine the cataloga of the various library schools and the
vocational literanture on the subject. BShe feols that a

definite prcgram of reﬁruiting is needed ns 1t ié obvious

1 Virginia, State Board of FKducation, Annual Report
of tho Suparintendent of Publioc Instruction of the Commone

wealth of Virp Qa s VeXXXl, NCe 3, Soptember,
1948, pe 139, . '

2 Ibid, 1948«l9, vexxxii, no. 3, Sept., 1948, p=

3 Tennessesa, State Department of Education, Division
of School Libraries and Textbooks, "Some School Library
Problems,” Nashville, Tennessee, 19lli, p. 10.




that there is a deerth of librarians at the present time.
In view of this great need, the librarians both in
Virginia and in7othariététea«have been making a spédial
effort to encourége student asaistants who paaséss doslpe
able charaotariablés #nd qualifications to enter the ﬁro-
fasslonal 1ibraﬁy fleld, and vaéious'mathbdb ﬁﬁva baen
used for sollciting this interast. | |

Mothods Used To Recruit Student Library Assistants
into the rield of Library Vork

In Indiana, the School Librarians Association issued

a 1eafiat sntitled A Date With Your Futura.h This publie

aation contains vocational information on 11bvarianah1p

ag a dareer, and was distributed to student asslstants and

-other prospective librariansrwith necessary explanations.
of the data being supplied by the librarian. One section
of the leaflst which was headad “Where To Begin" showed a
sketoh drawing of student masistants at work in a school
library with ﬁhe foliowing suggestions accompanying it:

While in high school be a student sagistant in
your school library.

Grasp every opportunity both in classes and in

. extra=curricular activities to broaden your

- hordzon and increass your knowledgo.

Obtain a wide amcquaintance with standard
authors, Head widely in =ll fields. Do=-
velop speed In reading,

Loarm to use a typeswriter. Take bookkeeping

‘ 80 you can handle budgetsas '
Work in school library service clubs.

, Indiana, State Department of Education, A Date
With Your Future, Indlana School Librarians Assooliation,
IndTanapolis, iIndiana, n. d. :

%k
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Talk to librapvianse Visit school libraries
wherever you aros
Florida State Department of Education iasued a
similar publication antitled ﬁalanclngAuhe Booke. Using

stiok drawings as 111ustrationa, and praaenting thse ine
formation somawhat 1n atory farm about characters named
Joe, Susie, Teacher, and Ybu. the offevings and opportunie
tles of the library profession are given. In 1948 the
some leaflet was distributed by the State Department of
Education of Virginia to school librarians with instructions
for using them with student assistants and proépéubiva
1librarians. . | |

The Department of School Liﬁrariaa of the Alabama Bdue
cation Assoclation issued and distributed a folder entltled
How About School Libgarianshig For-Ybu?é The information
included in this lenflet stated average salary aualea, |
opportunitiea for prcfeaaional growth, opportunibies for
immediate placeument, and the atimulating aapeat of aahoal
library worke This same publiaation waa also distrivuted
to the school libravians in ﬁorth Carolina by tha ﬁivislan
of Instructional Service or_bhe Nerth Carolina ubata Dew
partnent of Educntlons |

‘5 Florida, State Department of Education, Balancin
ths Bookg, The Department, Tallahasses, Florlda, n. 3

6 Alsbama, State Department of Education, How About
School Librarianship For You? Department of Schoo
Ibrarios ol the Alabame hducation Asacciation, Monte
gomery, Alabama, n, d.



Another means of infomaing prospective lidbrarians
of theo opportunities in the profaaaicnal l&brary field
18 tho vocational guidanca conrerenca. '
Oonferences of thia nature are held in many Virginia
school dlvisions each yeare The Whitmell Farm Life
Sehool in Pittsylvania County, Virginla, sponsors an ell
day oconference of thise typs for all high‘school pupils
in the County eachvapring, On this occasion; the group
interested in becoming professional librarians has an
opportunity to discuna the possiblility with specialists
in the field, A similar conférance was held in Southampe
ton County in ilarch, 1950, for sll Negro puplils.

The New York Library Aaabciation Study

In 1949 the Now York Library Association requested
that a research study ba madg of the methods used by libra-
rlons and library schools in New York State to challenge
capable young people to enter the profaeaion.' The study
pevealed to some extent what school librarians in New York
State are doing toward the fostering bf an interest on
the part of student librafy agsistanta in the rield of
library wo"k.7 ‘

A questionnaira wos prepared and distributad to school

librarians and 1ibrary schools. One hundred and six

7 IYLA School Librarians Section, ' cruiting for
Librarianship", ¥ilson Library Bullatin, éh: 236«237,
Novenber, 199«
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librarians responded, including eleomentary, junior high
school, high school, and a few special school librarians,

The questionnaire consisted of the following six

quaationss

"1, How did you happen: to become & librarien?
Wheaet factors influenced your decision?

2« Have you tried to interest any of your
pupils in librarianship?

(a) How many? Successfully?
(b) Any rocently? How many?

3. ¥“hat methods did you use to reeruit pupils
in librarianship?

What methods were most sucoessrul?

e vhat does your vocational guidance depart—
ment do to help a student who is conslders
ing librarianship as a career? '

5, Vhat do you believe that library schools
cgzlg do to promote intersst in librariane
B

6o Hhat abilities and personal traita do you

- oonsgider important in a atudent who 15 COnm
sldering librarianship as a careor?"d

The tsbulation of the repliocs showed that over 50% of
the 1librariens responding had made an effort to interest
puplils in a oareeé of librariasnship, that between 300 and
1,00 students had dofinitely besn influenced by the efforts
of these librarians, and approximately 25% of this rumber
ha& entered the profeasional lianry field‘gl

" From the total number reporting, 67 librarians stated
that they ﬁad-foﬁnd‘inrofmél conference periods wiﬁh
students most benefiéial. In theses conferences, the re-

Quiremsnts, advantages, and opportunities of librarianshilp

8 HYLA School Librarians Section; Loo. cit.

9 Loce cit.
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were brought out. In discussions with prospective libra-
rians, the librarians stressed the following four quali-
ties which thay considered desirable for pupils to have
if they expected to enter the professional llbrary field:
"The abllity to convey their knowledge of books
and thelir enthusiasm for books to other
peopla. . , :
An interest in people and an understanding of
thelir problens.
Ability to organize. 10
~ Qualities of a good teacher.”
Other means for encouvraging interests in library work
were found to be field trips and publicity projects within

the school,

A Summary of the Virginia Program

11

A questionnaire on the vocetional aspect of the

training received by student librarians in Virginia Public
Schools was prepared and sent to 322 of the accredited
high schools by the author of this study. A tabulation
from the 180 responses is given below:

11 schools reported that library club programs
were devoted to a discussion of the topic of
librarianship as a career.

136 schools reported that vocational material

in the fleld of library work was avallable
to library assistants and to other pupils.

10 NYLA Librarian Section. Op. git.

11 Infra, ; 133,
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schools reported that the guidance director
consldered participation on the pupll assisgt-
ant staff as an indication of an interest in
library worky 10 reported that this was not
considersd an Indlcation. :

former student library agalatants wers ree
ported to have entered the professionanl
library field.

former student library assistants wers re~
ported to be enrolled in a& library school
at the pregent time.

hu?ila enrolled 1h.schcol at the preaanﬁ tims
were reported to have indicated an interent
in lidbrary work as a careerj Zék of this nume

ber were reported to be members of the library

asslstant staff or of tho school library club,

Surmary. Recruitment for librarianship is a matter of

immediate concern dus to the present shortage of trained

personnel in the f{ield of librnry WOoIrk. Investigatioﬁ into

the question shows that school librarians are making an

effort to reeruit students who are engaged in library actie

vities for careers in the fleld of library work.



CHAPTER VIII
CONCLUSIONS AND RECOMUENDATIONS

I. CONCLUSIONS

From a consideration of the material presented, the

following conclusions seem 3usbiriable:

1.

2,

3e

Since the library activities in Virginla Publlic
Schools involve a total of 9,580 pupils who
participate in these activities, the experience
afforded such a large mraber are worthy of
further ériticni investigation and consideraw
tion.

Prior to 1930, there was little evidence of the
existence of libvrary clubs and student library
aspistanta., The firat recorded data regarding
these library activities appeared in the Annual
Report of the Superintendent of Public Inatruc=-
tion in 1936, Since that time the development
has been gradual, with a decline in number dur=-
ing the period of the WPA School Library Proe
Joot.

The specific purposes for establishing a progranm
for student library assistants are: (a) to cre-
ate an intereost in the library which will lead
to the inprovemont of the program in the school;

100
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(b) to serve 23 a moans of vocational guidanoce}

(a) to relieve the librarian of cortain mechani-

- sal and clerical dubieéﬂin 6rder fdv ﬁer'to have

more time for serving the school and community;
and (d) to provide social and ethical training.
Library assistants in the public schools are a

select group of helpers, who mest varying stand=

- ards of pelection and possess desirable work

habits and personal traits.

The organization of the student library assistant
entalla: (a) establishing selection requirements;
(b) training of particlpanta; (c) assigning dutles
to partiocipants; (d) acheduling of duties; and

(e) rewarding and compensating participants for
the sorvices bendered.

The school library club is a recognized organiza=
tion of the curriculum, operating under a constie
tution and by~laws. The purpoges of the organie
zation are: (a) to sponsor a greater interest
among the pupilsa in library service; (b) to stim-
ulate reading interests; (o) to improve the library
gervice in the school,

There 18 a declded trend toward organization of
school library clubs on a state~wide basia-‘ In
racont years, five states have established assoe

ciations, Tha purposcs of the state clubs

LIBRARY
UNIVERSITY OF RICHMONU
VIRGINIA
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are: (a) to promote higher standards in

school libraries; (b) to increass the effi-
cliency in the performance of library duties

by student assistants; (c) to encourage the
application of the best library procedures and
practices; (d) to stimulate interest in library
work as a profession.

The pregent shortage of trained library porsonnel
is acutes The aohoél library activity progranm

102

is rocogniging its opportunity and responsibility

for solicliting and stimulating the intorests of

progpoctive librarlans,

II. RECOMMEHDATIORS

In view. of the present situation regarding student

agsistant staffs and library clubs, as revealed through

this study, the following recommendations for future growth

and development seem appropriate:

1.

2,

3.

The organization of library clubs and library
assiastant work should be encouraged in certain
arcas of the State which at the prosent time are
without those actlivities.

fore meaningful tralining and worthwhile activie
ties ghould bo provided for the pupils who partie
cipate in theaé activitios,

Library clubs should have open membership for
all qualifiod and interested pupils.
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Whers membership exceeds 30 in number, the club
for the sake of functioning more successfully
should be divided into two groupse

Duties assigned to llbrary assistants should be
well defined snd the exeoution of them éhould
possess educational values o
Library agsistants in the schools should be en=
couraged to perform thelr assigned dubles withe
out expecting rowards or compansation,

Heatings of the clud ghould bhe planned by the
librarian and club members in advance.

A statew-wlde llbrary club should be organized in
Virginin as a part of the School Librarians!
Section of the Virginia Education Assoclation.
To relieve the shortage of trained librarians in

the field of school library work, the aschools
should assume the responsibllity for recrulting
‘pupils with desirable qualifications for the pro-

fessional libraz'y field.

In order for school library activities to funcw
tion satisfactorily they must be in accord with
thoe school philosophy which is an outgrowth of

the thinking of the entire faculty.

103
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APPENDIX A 111
QUESTIONNAIRE ON SCHOOL LIBRARY PUPIL ASSISTANTS AND LIBRARY CLUBS

Name of school County or City

. Name of librarian School enrollment 1949~50

3O N O3 3 B M 3 M S o 3 3 3 3 3 W 3 3 3 3 3 % 3 3 % 3 3 3 % % 2 % I 3 % W oK ¥ ¥ B ¥

I, Library Assigtant Staff

A, Number of agssistants: Boys Girls Total

B. Grade level of student assistants: (Give the number from each grade level as
follows)?
Grades 1~3

Gradesvzﬁ7uv Grade 8

Grade 9 Grade 10 Grade 11 Grade 12

C. How assistants are chosen:
(1)
(2)
(3)

D, What credit, compensation, or rewards are given for serving?
(1)
(2)
(3)

E, Check the techniques used in training assistants:

(1) Formal class instruction ( )

(2) Group instruction ()
(3) Individual instruction ( )
(4)
(5)

F. Check the duties 1listed below which are performed by the library assistants:

(1) Mechanical (2) Clerical

(a) Housekeeping () (a) Preparing book orders ()
(b) Checking attendance ( ) (b) Checking book orders ()
(¢) Processing materials ( ) (c) Typing ()
(d) Mending and repairing ( ) () Filing ()
(e) Inventory () (e) Circulation duties ()

(f) Checking on overdue books ( )

(3) Service '
(a) Preparing blbliographles

: a
(b) Preparing publicity and displays E g gbg
c

(c) Assisting in reference problems

(4) Other Services




1lla

II.

11T,

-2 -

Library Club (If there is not an organlzed library.. club in your school, disre-

gard this section,)

S rt— bty

Number of members in club: Boys fiirls Total

Grade level of members: (Give the number from each grade level as follows):

Grades 1~3 __ Grades 4~7 Grade 8

Grade 9 Grade 10 rrade 11 Grade 12
How members are chosen:

(1) N ) —
(3) (4)

What credit or rewards are‘given?

(1) v (2)

Approximate date when first library club was organized in your school

Organization of the club:
(1) How often are meetings held?

(2) Officers: (a) B ~(b)
(e) _ (d) .
(3) Types of programss (a) _ (b)
| (c) (a)
(4) Services and purposes:
ervices 08 ?a) N )
(e) (a).

Vocational Aspects of Training Roceived

Lo
2,

3.

4o

54

Is library work as a‘vocetion stressed at meetings of the organizations? ___

Is vocational material in the field of library work made avallable to
librery assistants and club members?

Does the guidance director consgidor partic1pat10n in llbrary act1v1tles as
an indication of a vocational interest? .

How many former pupils who have been members of the library club and library
asgistant stafl in your school have entered the professlonal library
field? ; :

How many pupils who have rcceived this experience and tralning are enrolled
in a library school at the present time? __

How many pupils enrolled in your school at the present time indlcate an
intercst to egter the profecssional llbrary field?

How many of tacse pupils are members of the llbrary club or of the library
assistant staff? '

How many pupils have been encouraged to entor the professional llbrary field
as a result ¢f a vocational 1nterest revealed through personal
interviews? . : ‘

Did you enter libfary work ee’a result of.iembcfship in a library club when

- you were iz high ‘school? __
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APPENDIX B
COPY OF LETTER BERT TO STATE LIBRARY SUPERVISORS

Dear Supervisor:

I am maeiking a study of school library clubs in the
United States as baskground matorial for the possible
organization of & State~wlds library elub in Virginia,

I shall greatly sppreclate your answering the followe
ing questiommaire or supplying any additional information
which you consider would be holpful to me in preparing
this survey.

With best wighes, I anm
 Yours sincaraly,

Eargarat«ﬁ. Rutherford, Assistant
Bupervisor of School Libraries
HER3ies8

N R I I I R R R R EE K
1, Nanme Address

2. Doss your State have a State-wide lidbrary club?
Yes Yo «
3« When was it organized?

i How many local olubs parﬁigipato?

5e ¥What ars the requirements for membership in the State
1ibrary olub? '
fie
b
Qe

6. What are the purposes?
f: P ) - ,
De
Ce

7« Yhat svidence is there that the club is accomplishing
these purposes?




113

Form S. B. No. 6. PaGge |

I- Library Asgistant Staff
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Apperidix C

Tabulation of Daﬁa Supplied in 180 Replies Received from
Questionnaire Sent to 322 Accredited High Schools In Virginia
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APPENDIX D

INDIVIDUAL LESSON SHEETS
THE CARD CATALOG AS AN INDEX TO THE LIBRARY

The card catalog is a record of the books In the
librarys 1t is a guide to the contentsa of the library
Juat as an index is a gulde to the contents of a book,
Entries are on cards so that entries for new books may
be inserted in alphabetical order., You will want to know
how to locate author, title, and subject entrles in the
catalog, how to interpret other information found on the
cards., The following topics, which bear on the subject,
will be dlscuased 1In class:

The oard catalog as an index to the book collection

The physlcal mske-up of the card catalog: tray
labels, pgulde cards, stc.

The arrangement of the ocards

Types of entriest author; subject; title; cross
roferences

Kinds of information on cataIOg cards
Call numbers: position on cardy purpose
Dewey Decimal Classification

000-099 General works, such as bibliographies
and encyclopaedia
100-199 Philosophy and paychology
200~299 Religion and mythology
300~399 Soclal science, including soclology,
economlcs, govermment, educatlion,
follkklore
Lo0-499 Languages
500-599 Science, including mathematics, astron-
omy, physiecs, chemistry, geology, and
biology
600-699 Applied science, including medicine, hy-
giene, engineering, agriculture, home
economlcs, business, manufacture
700-799 Fine arts, including art, archltecture,
sculpture, music, theater, sport, and
recreation
800-899 Literature of all countries:

810 American B840 French 870 Latin
820 English 820 Italian 880 Greek
830 German 860 Spanish



900-999 Geography and Hisbtory

910 G&ography
and

Travel

940 Europsan
History
9li2 England
9L3 Germany
9y France
9L5 Italy
96 Spain
97 Russia

118.

Q70 North
American
History

971 Canada

972 Hexico

973 United
States

975 Southern
States

 975.5 Vip-

ginia
975.0 lorth
Carolina
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APPENDIX D

INDIVIDUAL LESSON SHEETS
LIBRARY LESSON L

REFERENCE BOOKS:

Below you will find deseriptions of some of the most
important reference books, which will be helpful to you
in your various courses. These books are in your A, L. H,
S, Library, Study the name, and content of each book care-
fully.. : ’,

R Bartlett, Familiar Quotations -« Contains quotations
808.8 in both pross and poetry. 7To {ind special quota=
B28 tions it i1s necessary to use the index which 1s

at the back., To find quotations by certain
authors it is necessary to use the author index
which is at the front,

Brewer, Reader's Handbook - Gives famous names in
803 fiction, proverbs, plots, and explains references
B75 frequently found in storles and plays. Arranged
alphabetically, with no index.

821..08Palgrave, Golden Treasury - A collection of songa and
P17 poems, both English and American, early and modern.
- Separate indexes of writers, and first lines.

821.080xford Book of Bhgliah Verse - A collection of British
poetry, includes a few American works. Has
separate indexes of authors and first lines.

811,08Steadman, American Anthology ~ A collectlion of American
5t3 poetry. Has separate indexes of poets, titles,
and first lines. Contains brief blographies of
poets, at the back.

R Dilly Tante, Living Authors =~ Short biographies, and

920 lists of works of authors living and writing in
DSB our time. Alphabetical index of authors at the
back. . :
R Kunitz, Authors To~day and Yesterday - Short accounts
Q20 of the lives and works of 320 writers of the 20th

K96 Century. The subjects for this volume have been
drawn from authors, living and dead, whoae books
have appeared wholly or largely since 1900, Joint
index to Living Authors and Authors To~day and

Yesterday.
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Roget, Thesarus = A collection of words giving syno-
nyms and usage. The book ia arrangsd according
Yo the ideas which the words express. Alpha-
betical index of wordas.

Bulfinch, Age of Myth and Legend - Myths and legends
of Greece, Rome, Egypt, and the North. Alpha=-
betically arranged glossary and index.

Goodey School Atlas'u Maps, in color. Book is con-
cormed with various informmation about climate,
soil, surface, vegetation, etc,

Scott, Standard Postapge Stamp Catalog - Gives date
of 1assue, color, shape, and value of every poste
‘age stamp that has ever been issued by any govern=
ment in the world.
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APPENDIX E
CONSTITUTION OF THE LIBRARY CLUB
op
WASKINGTON~LEE HIGH SCHOOL
l. The name of this cludb is tha Library Club of Washing=
ton~Lee High School, '
2+ Its purpose is to improve, wherever poaslble, the
library and sct as a govevning body for and of the
student assistants of the Library.
3e foicara of this club shall be a Prealdent, Vice=
President, Secretary and Treasurer.
ly, Heetings shall be called by the Presidents -
;5. The dues shall be ten cents and be patd montﬁly to

the Treasuror.
6. This Constitution may be amended by a twosthirds vote

of members.
BY-LAWS

ARTICLE I - OFFICERS
SECTION I = The President shall preside at all meetings
and perform all the duties usual to the office of Presi-

dent, .
SECTION II - The Vice~FPresident shall take the place of the

President in his absence and shall perform all other
duties 1f so requested by the President, also shall

be the chalrman of all commibtees;
SEGTION III « The Secretary shall keep the minutes of all

maatings of the Club; shall give notice of meetings to

be held; and shall have charge of all Club correspondence.
SECTION IV - The Treasurer shall receive and safely keep the

money of the Club and pay it out only on the ordsr of

the Prosidents (She shall make an annual report of all

‘receipts and disbursements.)
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ARTICLE II =- EL&CTION OF OFFICERS

SECTION I = All officers ahall be slected by hallot at a
stated annual msetingc

SECTION II ~ No member shall be eligible to office who has
not been a member for at least one Years
If there are not sufficient members eligible for office,
a general eleation shall be held.

SECTION III - No member shall hold the same offlce more tha
twice In succession.

ARTICLE III ~ MEMBERSHIP

SECTION I - All persons in the 10th, 1lth, and 12th grades,
who are or were student assistants and attending school
at %ashington~Lae High Bchool, shall be eliglble for

' membership in this Club.
SECTION II - All members of previous years ahall be automati-

ecally a student assistant the following year.

ARTICLE IV « COMMITTEES
SECTION I - The President shall be smpowered to appoint all
commlttees needed at any time.
ARTICLE V ~ POINT SYSTEM

SECTION I « There shall be a system by which a member may
‘recelve his letter. ‘
SEGTIOH 11 - A member must reach 50 points before he can

receive his letter. To keep 1t, there must be abt
- least 18 points earned a month, '
SECTION III = The se points shall be deteﬂminad by the 1ibra~

rian, using the following score as a gulde:

1. Quality of work (points ber weok):
Excellent - 3
Good -2
Fairp -1
Poor -0
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Attending Club mestings - L
Being on a committee -1
Officers:
President ~ 2
Any other - 1
Servica in Washington-Lee Library (per month) « 2
Service in any other library (no matter how

long) - 2

SECTION IV = All who work in the Library shall be entitled

-to have a pln, tha letter to be a reward based on the

point system,

ARTICLE V - ANMONDMENTS

SECTION I = These By-Laws may be amended at any meoting by

a two-thirda vote, a quorum (one-half) being prasent,
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APPENDIX F
INITI&TICN CEREMCNY FOR HOPE HIGH SCHOOL L1BRARY CLUB#

n(President presiding) Today we old members precent
te you students and faculty members, those who are being
initiated a8 new members. New nembers, plessa stand.
(President introduces each new member to the audience.)

In this initiation service we present to the initi-
ates the fundamentel purposes of the Hope High School |
Library, some of the principles which govern the selection
of its resources, the requirements for membership and the
club pledge. New members, we present to you for your
acceptance the fundamentel purposes of our library.

lst Old Member: Our library must assizt in the free
and effective dissemination of idess and of clear, effec-
tiva, demooratic thinking.

. 2nd O0ld Menber: To enrich the aveilable resources
in our school end conmunity ia one of tha chief purposes
of our library. - .

-~ 3rd 0ld Menber: It is the purpose of the Hope H. S.
Library to inform students in every field of knowledge
necessary for victorious living today as well as tomorrow.

Ath 01d Member: It strives to provide appropriate
facilities and resources for study time, for leisure time,
and for recreational purposes.

5th 0ld Member: QOur library must serve as a social
force in our school and in our ccmmnnity. -

6th 0ld Member: Az all of you know, our librarv
serves as a repository of knowledge that is recorded.

. 7th 0l1d Member:...It must not be only a repository
of recorded knowledge, but a workshop for every phase of
work and interests found among the students. :

Club President: HNew members, we urge you to renember
these fundamental purposes as you serve your school and
club. Now let us see what some of the principles of selec-
tion of librhry resources are: (The 7 old members stend
ag,ain)

1st 0Old Member: In making selections for our library
we should see that it contains a good representation of
the history of ideas, both old and new....

2nd 01d Member: We must be aware of the changing
conception of comsunication and of the communication arts
realizing that such media as film, recordings, etec., are
rapidly finding their place in library collections...

..l".'..'.....'.l'.......'0...0’......0‘0

#* #H{oh School Library Club Folds Initiation Service“
Library Journai, 75:473-75, March 15, 1950
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Club President: You, as library personnel should
realige, too, that certein abilities and persenel character-
istics are necessary if you serve your club and your school
effectively. Ve now submlt to you a few of these
requisites, '

(Again, each of the seven old members gives one of the
following)

lst 0ld Member: You should have a keen interest in
and a love for good books. Your self-control, self-
discipling and conduct sheuld be commendzble at all tizes.

2nd 01d Membar: Your scholarship record should be
&t least on & C level, preferably higher.

Club President: To be 2 member of the Hope H. S.
Library Club is a great privilege and honor, and one each
of you should regard with dignity and respect. The candles
which burn before us symbolize the things to which you
neka your pledge as new members., First, s keen love and
appreciation of good books. Second, the pursuit of know-
ledge and of wisdom and of ¢ deep understanding of
individual personzlities and their needs. Third, sacri-
ficial service to &ll. New members, please stand and hold
© your candles forward 23 we light them for you. (The club
president and two of the old members take the 3 candles
from the candelabrz and light the candles of all new
members). When the candles are lighted, zll new members
repeat the following pledge: 'I pledge that I shall en-
deavor tc incresse my appreciation and usage of good books
and othsr materials, to pursue knowledge, wisdom, and
understanding to the best of my ability, to seck to undsr-
stand individusl perscnalities and their needs, and to
serve any and all whom I ean help in achieving an education
that wlll ocnable each one to live victeoricusly teday and
each day that is to come.!

¥ith 21l members standing with candles burning the
club president presents the Club to the high scho:l princi-
pal for his acceptance.”
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