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CHAPTER I
THE STUDY AND ITS SCOPE

Introduction _ C .

Any study dealing with ﬁ;e nmem. variable :‘m o difficult one,” With
all of his accomplichments tm aaiema and tech*wlqu, mon still remalns
one of the most unpmdiemh}a, }.mat umarsﬁmd beings on this eaxrth. It
ig the eondeavor of this paper % shed a lii_;t:ie more light on one aspect of
human behavior, namely that of jJuvenile delinqimney,

Statement of the Problam

Fomally steted the problem with which thig paper is eoncerncd is
as followss vhat fectors seem to be characlorictic of those children ho
are regarded as flegranily delinguent? By delinquency of flagrant
proporiiong, the reforence ig to those children vhose deviant behavior
patterns have renched thet degree of serlousness at which they haeve exceedcd
the tolarance limit of the cormunity, and have sﬁbsequen‘ﬁly been cormitted
to state juvenile correctional institutions,

Parpoce

The basic objective of this situdy is to distinguich some factors
~that geem to | be symptonatic of delinquent behavior. The conclusions will
not identify the causces of dolinquency or elicit a definite, unequivocal
solution to the problem of juvenile delinquency, Rather, they will polnt

out those conditione and circumstonces thut gppew: 0 be cheracteristic of



‘& soleocted group of delinguents, & group which, because of their extrane
degree of disapproved behevior, ig regarded ag the hardened core of a
delingquent population, fhrough the investigetion of this group of juvenile
delinquents, some generalization relative to the problem of delinquency
will be formulated,
~ Expected Findings

Before prosenting o detalled enalysis of the resulis of this study,

certain expected findinge can be anticlipated that aro based on previous
ressarch in the area of juvenile delinguency. It wes discovered that

most of the mr;k done in thig field includes either a general consideration
of the overall problen of delinguency, or a rather detailed treatment of

a gpecific delinquent population., Consequently, no recearch was discovered
that wuld be precisely comparsble to this study, However, sone cpected
general characteristics can be derived from both popular notions about
‘éelinqzwzmé and provious research and literature In the field.

Sone of the more relovant findings discovered are referred to more
speeiﬁcélly in the body of the paper in conjunction with the dlscuscion
of the particular characteristics under investigation,

With rogord to the location of ihe homes of these children, the
mout expected pattorn would be o discover that most are located in areas
of the city characterized by overcrouded conditions, a lack of playgmxmd
supervision and facilities, in gonerael, thoge oreas regarded as being e

poor eaviromment in shich to rear children.
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Relative to age, sex, and race, certain factors ﬁeﬂd to renain
relatively stable, In most states, by legel ﬁéfinimon; the juvenile
migt be under 18 years of age, ALl of the literature reviewed for thig
study indiceted a preponderance of male delinquents over females, It is
gonerally accepted thot boys ceem bo got into more Aifficulty than girle.
Moet studies that have considered the fector race, seem to indicate
implicitly thet childven from mizoTity groups cause more than their dhere
of troulble: . . | e

Conglatont with the expected location of homes in the poorer aveas
of the ecity, one would expect to find that *tlha family income of theso
ah:?.},érezi.‘ @ulgl be lower than aversge. Al‘oﬁg, this same line, in all
pmha’b‘ili%&, ghnormal home situations of one kind or awther would be the
mlehmther than the excépiion. |

Relative to school status, it is almoet impossible to thiuk of o
delinquent child who doos mot have some #ifficulty in the school situation.
uith regard 0 I, Quy the general congensus seems to be that delinquents
constitute an accurate gample of the tobtal population,

gince one of the ‘aﬁi‘%':arioxi for cormitment ic habitual misbchavior, -
the complaints filed Agalnst mesé children wuld ceriainly be expected to
be mmerous, while the types of offenses in many cases could be just as
porious as adult crimes. | 1

The precise nature of these factorg for 99 juveniie delinquents
committed to stete training schools from Omcha, Hebragka, in 1955 and 1956,

are presented in the folloving pagog.



Frobably one of the wmost valid arguments to justify 2 situdy of this
‘ natum would be to quoto some racent statistical i‘z.gures on juvenile
delinquency and erime, 4 current edition of Unifomm Crime Reports, lssued
by J. Edgar Hoover of the Foderal Bureau of Imeétigatiqsm, revealed that
42,3 por cent of the major crimes of 1955, vhich vore reported by 1,477
citles with populations of 2,500 or over, were commitied by young porsons
under 18 “that 47,9 ver cent of ﬁrxe affmmmﬁ wore lesg than 153 and
that there was a rice of 11,4 pexr. cmzt in the number of juvenile del :.nqnant
arrests in 1955 as compared o 1‘954.

In May of 1956, Dr, Hartha M, Fliot, Chief of the Children's Burean,
Dnited Stotes Depertment of Health, Bducsiion snd Welfawe, enmounced thab
sbout half a milijon c¢hildren were arraigned in juvenile couris for
delinguency during 1955,2

In another pamphlet issued by the Childrent's Bureou of the United
States Depertment of Health, Education and Helfare, it wes estinated that
between $175 and $200 million are now being spenit awmally in this country
by the police, ccux*ts; detention fecilities, and institutions for the
care end handling ai’ juvenile delinquents or alleged dealinmmn’taﬁ

1. United Statea Department of Justice, Uniform Crime Reports,
Yol., 26, lo. 1, '(!Juiteci States CGovermment Printing Oi‘ficez 1“56;

' 2. $Sonme .ﬂgc‘ﬁs About Publie State Iralining Schools for Juvenile
Delincuents, Childrent's Bureau Stetistical Series, 5o, 33,  (Ch hildren'a

Bureau: 1956},

3. Some Fechs About Juvenile Deliucguency, Children's Burean
Statistical Series, Lo. 340, Reviseds EChil&?eﬁ’a Bureou: 1955).




. 5
the prolilem of bchavior &xcease_a by children and adolescents is &
plain one, and in view of the 133"‘?%1%: it would seem that research in the
area of 51115@_:&3.-9 t?zgaimquemy A:i-.s ceri’mnly warranted, particularly those
; agpects of -delinquency that ralate to the symptomatic factora considered
in this smdéa
Scope of the Shudy
‘ F@rpurpaseg of this gaﬁzéy, Suvenile delinguent cases wore selected
from the Douglas G@unt:f Juvenile Court, Omsha, Hebragka. Since all of the
children handled by the court during this perfod of tine made s comprehensive
study of the lotal populetion prohibitive, it was further decided that the
study would Yo eamlﬁmv’alé concerned with those delinguent childron
committoed to the state traluing schools st Genevae end Kearngy, Nebracka,
during the years 1955 and 1956, _
Upon ‘izﬁfestigaizi@n of the court records, it was found that 99 boys
_and girle were coumitted to the state training schoole during ﬁzé time
peried mentioned above., In dealing with this selected group, a sample ,/\ i
15 not belng troated, but ra‘thai a total population in so far as these 99
boys and girls are all of the juvenile delinguents commitied to state
treining ochools during the years of 1955 and 1956,



Definitions
' "ﬁm law of the State of Mebrasks states:
Delinquent child shall mean any child under the age of 18 yearss
{a) whe has violeted any law of the stato, or any city or village
ordinance; (b) who by reason of being woyuard or hebitually disohedient
is uncontrolied by his parents, guerdien, or custodian; (¢} who is
habitually truant from school or home; or {d} who habitually so
deportpg himeelf o 1,,% to injure or ondanger the morale or health of
himself or othars.” K :
In aceordsmce with officlal court procedure, once a child is found
delinquent, the juvenile judge has several alternatives of final disposition
with regard to the delinquent child: The only one rdlevant to thie
particular study ig, "eommitwiont to a ctate training school and the Board
of Controle,"? since this study is concarned only with thoge children who
have been commitded. The lav further glater "Wpon such cormitment, the
Board of Controls becones vosted 1ith the exclusive control of the minor, nb
After 3 child has been cami'};j’teﬁ to o training school, the lov rocds:
‘Bvery child co mibbed to the stete training school shall remain
there until he arrives at the age of 21 years unless goouer parolled
or legally discharged,”
It is these children who have been cormitted to gtete treining echools vho
are aémi&m*eﬁ T agrantly &&:anzwn‘mﬁ They sre the subjects of this

gtudy.

4. Bevieed Statutes of the State of Iebraskn, (as emended), 1943,
Seo. 43~201, < S

5 Y :{hi{iy * 8@0 . 1}-3"“23-0'
6. Ibigd. » Sec., LIm222,
7. Ibida s Sec, 83"4?2-»



Procedure

})&m were collected directly from the case files of the Douglas
County Juvenile Court on ten factors common to the 99 boys and girles iho
were committed to tho Hebraska state training schools in 1955 and 1956,
These factors and their meanings as used in this paper includes

1. Placoe of residence, an ecological distribution of the approxi-
mate location of the homes of those delinquent children,

2, Bex, a8 sigple dichotomy of mele and feanale, The Boys!

Training School is at Keerney, and the Girlg! Tysining
School is st Geneva,

3. _Race, Here, three catagories, as recorded by the court, are
uzody vhite, Indian, end Fegro, (the white catagory includes
all mwt gpecifically clascified as Hegro or Indian, e. g
Mexican).

- 4e Age sp recorded by the cowrt at the time of commitment,

5. Home status is recorded as broken or nonw-broken, The non-broken
homa is defined as one in vhich the child with his notursl
parents repldep in the save dwelling, The broken home includes
all others; those broken by divoree, desertion, ceparstion,
and death, and children living with a slépwparent, relatives,
friendg, or a guardian,

6. Income ap used in this paper ls the sum of gll mongy coming into

the homs in spupport of the family. It includes wages and

td
S
S

/1
K4



8
salarics of all in the home, Aid to Dependent Childrven, soclal
security; unemployment benofits, mwikman’a compenaation, -
alimony, and rente,

7., School status refers to the relation of thoe child to an
educational iﬁstituﬁioﬁ-at the time of commitment, Each
child falle into one of four catagories: those o quit
school; those empelled; the hebituelly ixaant and; thoge
rogarded as having a mormal school situation, A11 of those
children in school and doing sasiiefactory work are considered
normale

8. Intelligence quotients were token directly from the court
records, Most of thase scores woere obtained through the
Stanford~Binet Test of Inmtelligence, Terman~Merrill Revision
form 1, |

9, Duamber of complaints includes all of tho reports to the court
of mischievous behavior of the child by all low officers,
parents, neighbore, and the schools,

10, The tem offense refers to the type of micbehavior most common
to the delinquent child,

The remainder of this thesis will be devoted 1o 2 consideration of
the data, pertinent to these ten cormon facters, that vere obitained from
the court records. In this manner, an approach will be made to the thesis
problem and will eonclude in a fashion it is hoped will yield some tangilile

resultg.



CHAPTER II
PLACE OF RESIDEICE

This chapter is concerned with a geographic digtribution of the
population of committed juvenile delinquents and s subseguent congideration
of the ecology of the distritwmiion. Like any other erganisaa; man is
affected by, or reacts to, his envirommentel surroundings, Various
esological conditions tend to produce various patterns of bechavior. Séme )
gituations sean to Induce whal are reogorded as funchionsl or favorahble
reactionsg, while others geem to ovwke dysfunctionsl behavior patterns.»

Sullenger, in studying the ecological aspects of a delinquent
@gistribution, uses the temm neighborhood,® and referring to it as a
primary group exyot .

The neighborhood is an important geographicel snd cultural unit

in deterpdning delinquency. It is characterized by face-to-Tace
association, ond it illustrates most clearly, the psychology of
individual luteraction and gxoup behavior,

In this study of a specific delinguent population, the home
residence of each of the 99 delinquenis as recorded by the court at the
time of commitment was ploited on a mop of the city of Omshas %his map
shows how the pc;pzﬂ.a'bion was digtributed in the various areas of the

city, wuhere delinquency sppeared to be concentrated, specisl congideration

&

1., T, Baxl Sullenger, Social ggteiggi:__agnts in Juvenile Delinquency,
(New York: John Uiley & Sons, TINC., 1936)y P. The
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wag given to the envirommental aspects of these areans,
| Probably the most extensive research conducted on this particulsr
phese of deliﬁzfaency W85 ﬁehe by Clifford R. Shaw and Henry D, MeKay, In
their book, Juvenile Delinguengy and Urban g;eaé, they report a detailed

investigation of the ecology of a geographic distribution of male juvenile
delinquents in {‘s’iaicago, Aftor ploiting 8,411 different male delinguents
by street and n‘e}mﬁex‘, the i‘nllcxwing obgervations were made:

This distribution of delinguents is closely related to the location
of industrial and commerciel sreas and to the compogition of the
population, In the first place, . . . the areas of heaviest concentra-
tion are, in general, not far from the central buginess district
within the areag zoned for light industry or commerce., &g one moves
outward, sway from these areas into the residential communities, the
cases are more and more scattered until, near the periphery of the
city, they ere, in generel, widély disyeraaﬁﬁ

The geographic distribution of the 99 delinquents of this study

ig chown oun the map on page 3.1., ‘i‘he map is a copy of the map of Cengus
Tracts for Omeha. I’rom ﬂzia amga :a,’f. :s,s Immediately evident that relatively
fow tracts eontain a mawmty oﬂi‘ me cormmttad delinquents, The mosi
pronounced concentrations mcur in iracts 11, 12, 14, 15 s 17, and 29,
Fifty delinquonts, or over half of the total, aro included in these 6

tractes, The romaining 49 defi.inquenia were distributed over 25 different

2 Gl;i‘ford R. Shav and Henry D. MeKay, Juvenile Delinguency snd
Urban Areas, (Chicegos University of Chicago Preos, 3.936), P. 51,
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iz
tracts, This leaves 30 tracts out of the total of 61, that inelude mo
committed delinguents during this tw year period,

@aﬁle I, page 13, shows in the order of frequency, the mumber of
delinquents committed by census traets,

Traets 11, 12, 14, and 15, include 33 or aboub one~third of the
total mumber of delinquents committed. These trecis are in the heort of
whot ig called the "near north side® in Omeha. The 1950 census rovesls
| that these tracts are predominantiy Hegro and arg considerably above
average in tolal population, The census figures are ueged hesitantly,
howaver, since in a subisequent chapter 1t will be shown that the Negro
population of Omeha is estimated to have almwost doubled since 1950, ond
all spparent indications secn to be that ms‘tﬁ of the newconers ave
concentrating in thig cane areas In a siudy done by Franels Weathers,
shich treated income, education, end occupation in Omsha, based on 1950
censug figures, it was shown thet tracts 11, 12, 14, and 15, werc at the
bottom of the scale on all three of these cheracteristics . In general,
- thig area ig characterized by highly overcrowded condltions, a very
mobile population, s preponderance of older houses and dwelling units,
fev well organized reéreational outlets, and a minimm of opportunity to

jmprove exlsting conditions,

3. Francis A. Weathers, MA Study of the Ecological Distribuiion
of Income Educabion and Octupabion in Omsha, Webraske,® (unpublished
Masterts thesis, University of Omchs, Omsha, Nebraskes, 1954).



TABLE I

TOMBER OF DELINGUENTS COMMITTED BY CENSUS
TRACTS PROM OMAHA, NEBRASKA
‘ 1955 AID 1956
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In the light of these observations, it is quite spparent that
this relatively small arca of the "near north side® in Omsha ie a rather
predominant factor in contributing to flagrantly delinguent juvenile
behavior, |

Tract 17 includes 9 oul of the total of 99 committed delinguents,
Tais erca boarders the business district, and would be considered a clum,
or zone of translition, Weathers ;i’c:u*x_i& tract 17 to be in the lowest
catagory on educatlon and income,® Tt includes Jefferson Square, which is
often called thums! p@k,'ﬂ some light indusiry, a numbor of old hotals,
and extensive railroad yards. It, oo, 1s above the average in total
population, there is a high degm? of mobility and anonymity, and the
poepulation is very heterogeneous, The general area is very rundown and
deteriorated, recreational facilities are practically nil, and uhal
wuld be considered a "normel®” home situation ig rare. The occurance
of extreme delinguent behavior in such an ares is certainly not
surprising,

The ithird area that shows = concentration; is tract 20 with eight
comitied delinquent ¢hildren, fhisg tract is in South Omaha and
constitutes the center of what is known azs the packing house area, It
includes extensive reilyerds and trucking agencies, A large pmpér”c,ion
of the population is foreign born end there is an appreciable Hegro section

in this evea, also, The area i¢ charscterized primarily by smell end

4. Ibid.



1Y

rather old houges, and a superabundance of bars and taverns, Woathers
found this area just below average in iﬁé@mévaad occupation, and at the
bottom of the scale in education.”? According to tho 1950 censug, thig
area had the largest toital population oflgll census tracts in the elty,
and thore was an ezceptionally large proportion of children 16 and under.

The remsinder of the paéu},aﬁien of committed juvenile delinguents
vere dlstritmted in a pattern quite consisitent with the initial
concentrations., The frinpe arece of the "near north siden acaauhxa.fbr
12, ‘There sre & more in four tracts surroundingqthe central business
digtrict. %he remainder are scatiersed quite erratically throughout the
eity,

The findings of this study seer to coincide quite closely with
thoge clted by Show and MeKay: ‘The 3 areas miﬁh'ﬁhe greatest concentyration
of cmmmiﬁteﬁ'éalinqu@nts included the hesviest concentrations of populstion
in general, the area surrounding the central business districlt, snd the
most highly commereialized or industrialized regidential area of the eity.
And as one moves awey from these areas into what wuld be considered the

more average residentiel sectiong, the cages are fewer and more widely

dispersed,

5. Ibtd.



CHAPTER TII
AGE, SEX, AND RAGE

Sogiclogists have ofton demonstrated varicus relationships
between behavior end such blological characteristics as age, sex, and
rgce, In this study the characteristic of sge will be presented in
order to shou whet proportion of this delinguent population was committed
at the various age levelsy vhich age group contained the most frequently
: wmittec_i delinguents; and which contained the fewest as related to sex
and race. Since this populatior includes bolh boys and girls, proportiom
were worked oul based on the faclor of sex and as related 0 age and
mk:m 4s pointed out in Chepter I, the court recovds revealed a
significant mmber of children in threo races; white, Yegro, end Indian,
‘iherefmre; proportions according to race as related to sex and age uere
glso shown. It 1g hoped that ell of these cross-clagsifications will
yield & move precise pieture and a betber understending of this particular
delinguent population,

In an analysis of the factor of sge in a delinguent population,
Heumeyer reports that sccording to the cases bandled by courts reporting
tc the Hﬁi'{:.e& States Childron's Buremu, the predominating interval in age
distribution vas that betyeen 14 and 161 hese figures on age resexphle
quite closely the findings of this study. Teble II, page 18, schows the

1. Martin H, Neumeyer, Juvenile Delimcuency In Modern Society,
{Yew York: D. Von lostrend Companys Inc., 1949), p. 26.
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distribution of the tolal population of this study sccording to oge. The
range of the oge distribution of committed delinguent children is 8 years.
‘The extremes are 10 to 17 yeers, and the median ip 14.8 years., It is
quite obvious from simple ingpection of Figure 1, page 19, that this age
distribution tends to form a relatively normal curve between the ages of
13 and 17, TFifteen ig by a considerable margin the lergest or modal
catapory, followed by the 16 and 14 year age groups respectively, and then
the 13 and 17 yoear age groups, in that order, Of the 99 delinquent
children of this study, the age et wiich the most cormitments occur is
15, and the rost seem to dlotribute thenmselves rather normally around
this modal catagory. It would moat certainly be inaccurateo on the basis
of this evidence to sagume that most delinguents encounter their mosh
serious difficulties at the age of 15, As will be geen in the chapter
on complainte end offemses, most of the delinguent children cormitted
aeeazﬁ to be habitual in their deviant behavior pattern. However, the
distribution arrived at in thic study indicates that most state training
school commitments oceur at age 15,

Sex
In o study icsued by the Children's Bureau of the United States
Department of Heoslth, Education and Welfare, it was reported that on
| s notiongl average 72 per cent of the commitied delinquents wore boys
and 28 per cent girls.< The present siudy seems to correspond with

thig one in the area of the sex composition of committed delinguents.

2. Some Facts About Public State Iraining Schools for Juvenils
Delinguents, Children's Bureau Statiptical Series, lio. 33, {(Children's
Bureau: 1956},
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TABLE II
DISTRIBUTION OF COMMITTED JUVENILE DELINCUEHTS
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The preponderance of male delincuents is s comzonly recognised occurance,
Block and Plynn says
On the basis of the actual volume of boys and girls involved in
delingnent activitles, the genﬁrg; trenﬁﬁ ag can be expected, is for
more boys then girle to commit offenses,
0f the total population of committed delinquents in this study, 77 were
male and 22 were female, In percentage figures, the males comprise
about 78 per cent of the total, whiile the i’&m:alés zecount for approwimately
22 por cend, In terms of a retio, the total mmber of boys comnitted to
the gtate training school agmmber the girls 3.5 to 1,
Race
On investigetion of the court records in en offort to get information
on the race of these commitied delinguent children, it was discovered that
delinquents are officially classified as while, Hegro, Indien, snd Mexican,
Afver recording these dsta on the 99 commitied delinguents, those children
of Mexican descent wore negiigilile in mwber, Therefore, in the
clazsaification of the delinquent population according o ramce, the
trichotony white, Hegro, and Indlan is usedywith those few children of
Moxican deacent clasaified as whlte,
The mumerical B‘:x*eaicdom of these children sccording to race is as
followg: 50 mi‘he;' 34 Regro, end; 15 Indian. In reference to the

' 3. Herbert Block snd Frank Flynn, dhe Juvenile Qffender in
Arerica Today, (Few Yorks Random House, 1956), p. 36. .
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sstinated total population of Omsha,% and the estimated totals per race,>-
some rather interesting obsermﬁm‘m c;a:a be “madé. As ghown graphically
in Pigure 2, page 22, the 50 white children regarded ae flagrently
dali;aqﬁmﬁ ropresent abou‘é 51 per cent of the total commitied delinquent
population, while the wiite _pﬂpﬁlaﬁion of {msha makes up ebout 8¢ per cent
of the total population of the 'ci’cy. fhose 34 Hegro children regarded |
as flagrently delinguent ropresent approximstaly 35 per cent of the tobal
delincguents, while the Hegro population of Umsha represonts only about
11 per cent of the total ;:aopﬁlati;m of the city. The 15 Indien children,
vhile accounting for about 15 per cent of the committed delinguents,
account for only about 005 per cent of the total population of the city,
There appeam to be an inverse relationship represented by thege figures;
as the populstion of the race decresses, the number of comaitted
delinquents {in proportion to the mce’} inereases.

An age distribution of these ¢hildren according to race revesls
little, if any, ney significant im?omatian@ At can be seen on Table 11,
“ page 18, the age distribution ag related W race differs very little from
the ago distribution for ithe totel delinquent population, In each race,
excaept %;he Indian, the 15 year ege bracket is %};e mdal category, vhile

| 4. Bstimated tolol population of Omsha, 280,000, City Planming
Comnission, '

5. Estimated population according o race: Hegro, 30,0003 Indian,
1,5003 white, 248,500, Urban League of Omzha, :
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the Indlan children constitute a bimodal eatagory, including ages 15 and
16, With this excoption, the ege and race distribution is similar fo
that of the clty as a whole,

Rélative tw the combinad f&ctors of age and sex, Block and Flynn,
using Juvenile Court 8tatistics for 1951, rgport a median age for boys
of 16,1, compered with o median of 15.6 for girls,® In the prosent study,
an interesting observation that cen be made in rolation to these .ccmhim&
characteristics is the apparent tondency of male delinguents to be
cormitied at an eardier age than the fenales, As shoun on Tdble II,
pege 18, 5 males wore committed botweoen the ages of 10 and 12, while not
a gingle Tenale wao cormitted until the age of 13. Regardless of this
apparent difference in c¢ormitment of boys and girla gt younger age levels,
the differences in medlan ages ig rethoer Ingignificant, For the hoys it
ig 15,63, and for the girls, 15.5. Q

The é@mparisan of the sex i‘éctﬂr"aa rolated to the race of these
comnitied delinquent cﬁziidrah _&lﬁg:s offers a very ﬂmems;mng obeervation
in regard to the femole contingent of our population, The court records
rovealed the following data on fli_qg race "of thege childrens white males
42, wnite females 8; Uegro males 28, Yogro females 6; Indisn males 7,
Indian females 8. Thece i‘ﬁ.gagveez ave represented graphically on Tohle II,
pege 18. Here it is irmediately evident that as the population of the

6. Mock and Flynn, op. cit.s De 35,
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rage decrenses, the mumber of girl delinguents committed per mumber of
T:oyg increases. Hore preci .éely, in the swhibe race 8 femsles represent
about 16 1.3@3: cent of theo totel., Of the Hegro children commited, 6
femeleos aceount i'-or‘ahcut 18 per cent of the total for that race. low,
the Indian race, the smallegt dn total populstion, contributes 8 femsles
which congtitutes approximately 53 per eeﬁt of the total mmber of Indian
delinquents cormitted, The male delinquents ms related to race distribute
themselves in a nore ;,ogical fashion, As the size of the populaticn of
the race increases, in a like manner, the mmber of committed male
delinguents increases, |

In reviewing these data ‘tm age and sex, the population of thia siudy
seems to distribute Ltself in a rather expected manner when conpared to
gimilar statisbics based on a notionel sample, Actuzlly, only one
glgnificant discrepancy exisbs; the boys of this ?opula’%:ion had a median
age of six months legs than the boys from the naiional sample., Ia thig
study the characteristic of race lg g difficult one with which to meke
comperigons gince this race composition is unique to Omcha, The inverse
relation of an increase in the mmber of delinquents comitied to stale
training scheols {pmpcrtiamtely} -as the population of the race decroases,
is not a particularly surprising phenomenon, ‘The very fact that a person
is a manpber o:’i" a minorxity group umédima},y puts him et & disadvantage in
tost societies of the United States, since racial dtserimination here is
a reality. A de‘baile& analysig of the discriminatory practices here in

Omehe, just in relation to children, would require much more space than
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is wvithin the scope of this paper. Une of tho probable explanations for
the disproportioncte mmber of eomi‘hte(% delinquonts in the Hegro population
of this study is gimply "thg lack of facilities other then state training
schools for Negro children vho"z@st be 'placa&. in a new eaviromment.,

It is realized that the information on .,“&ha cﬁzaymtwﬁaﬁi{}s of age,
séx_, and race, presented in t;zus dnapta;*. iz not éuf’ficiem ovidencs
from vhich to draw general m#ﬁlu&ions regarding ail delinguents of a
gimilex character, 1% is felt, ‘hm:aver?‘ that thege findings have
significant validity relative to thie aspect of delinquency in Omesha,



CHAPTER IV
INCOME -AND HOME STATUS

In this chapter ﬁaé endeavor was to classify the camitted
Juvenile delinquents of this study in relation ‘to a home situation and
according to an income catagorys This will not be an extensive analysis
or evaluation of these two factors, due primarily to the limited amount
of information that wag available in the court records and the consequent
amount of data with which there are to worke.

Income

In counsidering the factoyr of income in this study of committed
Juvenile delinquents, the interest is primarily in showing which income
brackets the families of these delinquents seem to concentrate, In
constructing such an index it is hoped that another factor that reveals
a characteristic common to our delinquent population will be discovered.

The court records were not 100 per cent complete on income
information. Of the 99 cases under investigation, there were no figures
gvailable as to the amount of income on 17. The study will therefore
include 82 per cent of the total population,

Income, as defined in the first chapter, is used in thig study to
denote all money coming into the home in support of the family. This
includes wages,- salaries, Ald to Dépendent Children, social sescurity,

unenployment benefits, workman's compensation, alimony, and rents, These



income figures are based on a monthly rate and it must be teken into
consideration vhen viewing these data, that the factor of incone is an
axtremely variable thing., It can rise or fazll or even cease with very
little forowarning in many job situations.

In order to classify the cases by income, six income brackets were
uged: (1) under $100 per month; (2) §100 to {199 por month; {3) $200 to
$299 per month; (4) €300 to $399 per wonth; (5) £400 to $499 per month,
and; (6) $500 or more per month, .

) 4 bresidown of tho gources of income include the follouing:
6 families were l:‘vs}ing on #id to Dependent Children alone; 6 wers living
on #&id to Dependent Children plus "some work," and one fomily was
receiving elimony only, while another was getbing workman's compensation
only; 2 famillies wers living on unemployment alone; 2 were living on
sociol security, Md to Bep@éent Children, an& Tsome work"; 2 families
were living on social security plus work; 2 families had wages plus rents,
andy a1l of the rest, or 79, 'were 1iving -zm'mges and galaries of one
Iind or another,

Clasgification of the cases cccording to incame is shoun graphically
in Flgure 3, pege 2& The most obvious concentration is in the area
betweon $200 and £299 a month with a few more than helf above the midpoint
of that bracket and fsv less than half below. These figures coincide
guite closely with the average {xmdism} income in CGmoha as revealed in the

1950 cengus. It was reported zb $2,951 por year or obout $245 per month,
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It would eppear from these figures that the amount of income received by
the famllies of these delinquents was sbout average and furniches no
significant postulate as far ag grose income is concerned,

From the observations made in Chapter II, it ig folt that there is a
‘very relovant aspect of Income, nomely thet of allocation, This factor
howaver, exceeds the delinmitations of The present study, but wuld furnish
a fruitful seurce for supplementary research,

The hone s,f}.*hua%ion seens o be a most significant conglderation in
mogt literature dealing with the delinguent child., The Gluecks in a study
of delinquent boys arrived at the following conclusion:

The lav breskers, far more than the ron-delinquents, grew up in a

foamily almosphere not condueive to the development of amotionaily
wellwinte giaﬁed, happy youngstorsg, conditioned to obey legitimate

authority.

Mihanovich, evalueting principlies of juysnile delinquency cays:

In concluding this section, we sre awsre of the difficulty of
asgigning primacy to any factor, However if pressed to mention one,
and only one factor, we would point %o the home vhere in pmctic%zly
all cases some defect would be at the botiom of the delinguency,

In this study, in an offort to use the available data on the home

situation in the mopt exwedient and comprchensive fashion, the population
has been divided into broken and non-broken home groups., Fron theose two

have been constructed four catagorical home situations, into one of thich.

1. Sheldon and Eleanor Gluock, Delincuents In IThe Haking, {Hew York:
Harper Brothers, 1952}, p. 68.

2, Clament 8. Mihanovich, Frinciples of Juvenile ﬁelinguenvx,
Milyaukee: The Bamae Fublishing Company, 3.‘?451.7}- s Pa 66,
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each of these delinquenis fall, The cotapories include: (1) the non-brcken
home in vhich the delinquent child resides with his notural parents 3
{2) the bioken home in vhich there are two parents, one a step-parent;

{3) the bioken home in which there 4g only one parenty and; {4} h.abiﬁatim
with a guardian, relative, or friend resultding from o broken home,

Using first the simple distinetion of broken snd non-broken hones,
the total population of comuditted juvenile delinguents were digtributed
in the following menver: 33 or one-third conme under the nonwbroken home
group vhile 66 or tw~thirds gre ineluded in the broken home class. This
ratio appears to be rather high vhen compared to most findings relstive to
thig factor in ﬁelimﬁw;my, For example, Healy snd Bonner found that
of some 4,000 delinquents they surveyed in Chicago and Boston, about helf
cane from bmksm hfomes;‘ In a like mammer, Sullenger cites figurss of
50.7 por cent from brolken homes and 49.4 per cent {rom non~broken homes
in a gtudy of 1,145 delinguent ochildren in »Qma}mf* In An Introduction To
Fardly Reletionchipe by Smert end Smart, it is roported that in 1947, for
avery ’ane thoupand mwrmé couples in the United States, only 33 were
binken by death ox divorce.” When comparing these figures, hovever, it
must be kept in nind thet the figures cited above wers in reforence e a
general delinouent population, vhile thig gitudy includes just that

harderned core of delinauent children who have been committed to state

3. Wlillenm Healy end Augusta Bonner, Delinquents and Criminals,
(liew York: The Meemillan Coupeny, 1926}, pp. 121-25,

4. T. Barl Sullenger, Socignl Detoerminants in Juvenile Delincuency,
{liew York: John Wilsy and Sons, Im., 1936}, pe 2k o

5. Russell and Mollie Smart, 4n Introduction to Fomily
olationships, (Philadelphia end Londons  W. B, Saunders Co., -1953); p. 295,
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training schools, If the postulate that the broken home is one of the
parmount causal factors of delincuency is accepted, this could be a
possible explanation for the preponderance of broken homes gmong thig
population of commitied delinquents which i regarded as flagrantly
dalinguent,

Into the four homemstatus catagorles defined ubove, the committed
delincuent population was digtributed ag followss 32 are from non-
broken homes; 25 are from broken homes that have two parents, one
ste.;;-—paren*h; 34 are from broken homes that have just one parent, andg
7 regide with a gnerdian, reletive or friend as the result of a broken
hone, Eﬁese data are presented in a greph on page 32, Flgure 4.

Dae to the disproportionate m:mher of children from broken homes,
a cross~classification of the data on income, school situation, and
I, Q. was made in relation to home status. This was done ir an effort
to discover any significant differenceg thot might exist in these areas,
The rosultn on the fastor of I, Q. ‘Mealed 1ittle difference., I. Q. data
on 52 children fron broken homes revealed a range of 56 and a mean of 96.3,
while tho I. G. data on 30 children from non-broken homes showed a range
of 62 rnd 2 mean of 94.4. The finel remults indicate a stightly higher
mern I. 0. (1.9) for those children from broken homes.

Te school situation as related to home status revecled some rather
interesting results. Wile 33 per cent of the children from nonwbroken
hooes were ¢xpelled fron school, only about ,09 per cont of those from

broken hones were expelled, Thege yresults wuld seem to indicate. that the
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children from non~broken homeg were more incorrigible in the school situation
thax\ those from broken homes, & more axpected pattern developed in the
truant classlfication mccording to home status.  The anount of truancy
included 30 per ceut of the broken group and only 18 per cent of those
children from nom-broken homes. In & aimilér Paghion, about U per cent
fyom broken homes had quit achool, vhile only about 30 per cent in the
non~-broken home group had guit, Filoally, the "normal® school situation
seomed to indicate some wmisusl resulis in so fur as 18 per cent of thosa
children from broken homes were regarded as normal in school wiile only
13 per cent from mon-brolen homes were so classified,

It ig felt that these observatiorns must be qualified by stating
that classification of homes into broken snd non~broken most certainly does
not congtitute unequimcal' ebrormality and vormality for these respeciively
classified groupe. Dut rather a profound understanding of any home situstion
is achieved through a detailed investigalion of that particular hablitation.



CHAPTER V

INTELLIGENCE QUOTIENT AND SCHOOL STATUS

Intelliesnce Cuotdent

The concept of intelligence quotient {I, Q.) has alvaye been &
somevhat illusive one as far as 8 mnﬂenma of opinion is concerned, ‘The
technical definitions used by psychologiste are far too complex for the
purposes of this paper. Therefore, I, Q. as used in this study will
mean that number depoting the overall intelligence of s c¢hild,

From the case histories of the 99 committed delinguents of this
study, I. Q.8 vore gvailable for 82, 7This is spproximately 83 per cent of
the total population, which represents a gigeahle ma;jorityal The court
reeceives 1. Q. scores on delinquent children from thres sources; the
Douglas County Youth ﬂen'ﬁei', the Omaha public gchools, and a private
topting burean, On investigetion, it was found that &1l three of thoese
egencies most commonly use the Stanford-Binet Test of Intelligence,
Termap-Merrill Revision, Form L, for children in this age group. On
tiig test, anyene scoring Bemmn 90 and 110 is classified ag normal end
ig regarded as having average ;ntzalligema.

The 82 I, Q.8 evailaeble in this study ranged from a low of 62 to a
high of 128 with a median of 95.5. More precisely, 53 of those children

1. 'The 15 children for whom I. Q. scorss were et evailshle were
distributed quite evenly throughout the total population and this deficiency
in the court records was due purely to chanco,
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out of the sample of 82 had scores between 90 and 110, and would thersfore
be considered of averege intelligence. %Thig ip epproximately 65 per cent,
Twonty-five children, or approximately 30 per cent of the sample, had
scores below YU and therefore would be regarded as having subnormel
iriﬁéiligence, On the other hand, 4 children, or approximately 5 per cent
of the sample, scored above 110 and would therefore be clasgified as sbove
norpnl., Regavrding this soo pla ag adequate and using o simple dmhotcmouw
classificotion, approximately 70 per cent of these delinquent children are
of average intelligence or above, while 30 per cent are below, according
to I, Us scCOTEes,

For quite come time i;n the past 1t was commonly held that juvenile
delinquents were méntelly deficient. In recant years, hovever, this
contention has been demonstrated to be highly inconsistent, Cyril Burt,
in a study of delinquent bechavior, concluded that both the intellectually
and temperamentally defective congtituted less then 20 per cent of the
mtal..‘?' In a study of 4,000 juvenile delinquents appearing in courts in
Chicago and Boglon, over 70 per cent were found to be mentally mml‘,a
A study, reported in the Amorican Journal of Orthopsychiatry, hypothesized
that greater mental abilities ensbied some delinguent children to avoid

2. Cyril Burt, The Young Delinuent, (New York: D, Apploton-
Century Company, 1933}, pp. 569, 571,

3. Williom Healy, ¥ihe Devills Workshop,¥ The Gen‘bu__gz, CEX
{Winter, 1930}, pp. 124~125,
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officiel clagsification as delinquent, However, research vesults yielded
no significent difference in two ecn‘bmller% groupg, On the revised
Stanford-Binet, the Pofficial® delinguents had scores vanging from a Jow
of 59 to a high of 117, with a median of 93,25, while the “unofficisl®
delinquente had scores r:mging from a low of 65 w a high of 149, with a
median of 93.70.%

From the findinge of this study, it is not intended to dimiss any
connection betueen lov intelligence and delinquent behavior, It is,
however, belioved that thege findinge tend more to corroborate the findings
cited above and the contontion that the mentally doficient do mot constitute
a preponderance of this delingquent population.

Bchool Status

~ In the Yight of the findings on the intelligence quotients of these
¢hildren, it would be sefe to astume that 7D per cont have a mufficient
gmount of intelligence to carry on o normsl school program., It is conmon
movledge that there are meny {actors besides intelligence that are of
tremendous importance to success in the school situation. Sullenger, in
dipcussing the gchool in his book on soclal deteminants, says:

The child's adjustment 4o school is also dependent upon the
attitudos that have beon buili wp in the home concerning the school,
. « » Companionghip with others of the same age in the school entails

inmumereble conflicts which arouse in the child the indistinct
desire to hove hig interests protected against others end also auekens

4. Fred J. Muphy, Mary M. Shirley, Helen L, Witmer, "he
Incidence of Hidden Delinguency,? Americon Journal of Orthopsychiat
{October, 1946), pp. 686-696, o .
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in him an understanding of the necessity of adepting himsglf to others,
to his surroundings, end to soelety at large, . . . Fayeleal
disabilities frequently produge social s::.i.uamone» in the school that
load directly %o deliaquency.d

I% would sppecr, therefore, that in addition to intelligence, femily,
friends, and physical fitness ore slso :'m:pwamve foctors related 1o
success in gchool,

' Here agein, it is not the purpose of this paper io mcoke a detalled
anglysls of the factors that promote sucesss in school, but rather to
clacsify the delinquents of thie gitudy according to thelr school gtatus
st tho tinme of commitment, In order to meko thig clapsification, each of
these delinquont children were put into one of four catagordes: (1) in
gchool, tut reported truent; {2) those vho quit school; {3} those who
weore expulled, and; (4} those in school vho attended regularly.

Tweuty-aix delinquents, or approximately 26 per cent of the total
mmber, £all into the first catapory. These children, who were rogistored
in school but reported as truant, range all the way from one boy who
attended school only 13 days out of a full semester, to one wi was
conalobently truant a couple of days out of each weol,

0f tho total population, the second category includes 37 delinquents
oy epproximately 37 per cent., In mogt of these cases, the childron who

“ S5¢ T I;‘ari Sullenger, Scocial nts in Juvenile Delinquency,
(Hew York: John Hiley & Song, InC., 19365, po. 98, 99, 100,



38
had quit school were older since it is & state law in Nebragha that a child
nust attend school wntil he ic 16 years of age, Mony in this catagory were
algo children vith submorpoel intelligence, who sirply could not keep the
pace in echopl, One case in particular comes to mind of a boy tho ume
17 years old and in the fourth grade. Hisg I, Q. was 68,

In the third catapory, those expeiled from school, thers were
17 delinguents or aboul 17 per cent of the totsal population, Most of thege
childron vere contimal trouble-makers and were congidered incorvigible by
the school, Technically, if a child is expelled from school, this is a
sufficient roason to declare him delinguent if ke is under 16 yeors of age.

Those catagorized 1n school and attending regularly account for
19 or agbout 19 per cent of the totel mmber., Of these 19 children in a
mormal school situation, 3 were reported as doing Ygood,® 11 au Walrp,®
and 5 as Ppoor,”

This breakdown is presented g:mphiuény in Flgurs 5, page 39.

These figures, regardless of one's point of viow, hardly indicate
achool ag one of the areas in vhich delinquents excel. Actually, the
opposite position seems to be the cvase. In so far as orly 3 of the total
populaetion of delinquents were regarded ag good? in thelr school situation,
there seems to be a positive relationghip between trouble in echool and
delinquent behavior, Sullemger, in his book, said, "Almoslt every juvenile
delinguent has had trouble in school before becorning delinrgmxx‘h.”é it is
folt that thig study tends to gubsctantiate this contention.

6. Ibid., p. 100,
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CHAPTER VI
COMPLAIVTS AND OIFENSES

Complaints

As polinted out in mnapwr I, the Juvenile dellinguent offender is
not ‘iegm:‘! tried, convicted, and sentenced in the some way an addt
eriminal would be, Rather, once a child is found to be delinquent; the
Juvenile judge hag awami courses of actlon relative to final disposition,
Formally, the cormitment of a delinguent child to a state training school
is the last resort. Ravely s a child cormitled for a first offense, in
o far as one of the conditions that congtitutes the delinquency of a child
ig the babit of michehavior or being haebituslly disobodient. The primary
function of tho juvenile court ig one of therapy rethor than strict
judlelial administration. In other words, an effort is made te correct a
delinguent ¢hild in his present envirommental siituation, Only if and
vhen this objective feiln to matorialisze is o child comuitted to a state
training gschool

Since this study deals with childrven vho are regurded se flagrantly
delinquont, one wuld expect to find that the mmber of complaints filed
againegt them worce quite mumercus. In order to aremine thie pavticular
charscteristic, compilation was mode of the mmber of complainis reporbed
to the court by law officérs, pavents, nmeighbors, and the achools, With

cach complaint suﬁmitted, some action ls tsken by courd perponnel in an
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effort to correct the epparent difficulty confronting the child, ’This
action ranges all the way fron a remedial conference between the child
and/or the porents and a nember of the court staff, to commitment to a
state training school by the juvenile judse, depending in part, of course,
upon the seriousness of theé offfense comuitted, Hany complalunts mmﬁ.'ng o
the attention of tho court are handled in a so-called wmofficial Fashion,
This is genorally the policy with Ghilﬁx.’env the first time they get into
trouble, oy vhon the ﬁ'fﬁ;énéfa ig not mgarde;d aa serious, Juvenlle Courdt

Stotistice reveal that of the jizvenilé courts repoxrting to the {}nité&
States Children®s Burcsu in 1%3; fifty-three per cent of oll delinguency
cases wore deslt with umff{':i-ciallyil Tow talring into consideration the
fact that this population ig not oxly conpldered officially delinguent,
but delinquent to the .ﬂ@gxfee that M&meﬁt ig deemed neceswgary, &
miltitude of 'cazz;plain‘té caﬂ.m be @e&tg&, '

Since the legal framework of juvenile Qouf% procedure is set up
according to the dictates of the individugl states, the laus do wot
read exactly the same. chever’ the method of handling juvenila
delinquoncy cesos lu most all stebes follous rather closely the design
degeribed sbove, with ninor modificationa. |

There ic no set mumber of offences that aulomatically puts a child
inté a gtate training school. How mapy chances a juvenile delinguent
ghould have is & cﬁi’fieam guestion dependent uwpon meny factors, Since

ieg,

1, United Stetos Children's Bureau, Juvenile Court Stetigl
(Wachington: Covormment Printing Office, 1954)» .
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it ig the purpose of this sludy to eotablidh eommon patterns of behavior,
the rumbor of complaints have been srbltrmdily divided into two catagories:
{1) thoschildren egaingt whon lesg then 5 conplaints weve recorded, and;
(2) those ogaingt vhom 5 or more conpleints were recorded, The final
analysis revealed 26 children with less than 5 complalnts and 73 with
5 or more. Two boys were commlited on the first offense recorded by the
court, They wore, hovever, older children and their oﬁ‘i‘ensesy were gulte
porious, ‘the moet coz;pla‘.in%s recorded for any one child were charged
againat a youngster of jJusd 13, who had goecuwmlated 16 offiecial courd
complaints before he was committed, In this instance, however, mo single
offense was regarded asg soriocus, but the cumidative record resulted in
commitment,

The fact that 73 per cent of all those #zhﬁ;mr:exz committed to ptate
training schools during the years 1955 and 1956 had 5 or more official
m:azalaims filed againgt them, would geemingly indicatle the pronounced
characteriatic of a repotitious patlern of delinguent behavior common
to this committed delinguent population.

Offenpgog

.és was pointed out in tho preceding section, the complaints recorded
against the &aiinquents of this study vere quite mmerous, and since
ench complaint is usually the repult of some offense atiributed to a
child, it seems re-aéomm-o 1o asoume that the offenses will also be quite
numerous, In addition, since these children congtitute the hordened core
of a delincuent population and are regerded ss flagrently delinquent, one
wuld expeet to £ind that the offenses attributed to these children would

be of &2 rothor serious nature,
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Block and Flymm report the following pattern in relstion to the

types of offenses committed:

Reports to the United Statos Childront's Bureau confirmed by most
local suxveys and studles indlcate that the prinary offenge among
boys is stealing, followed by what temuous wording of the statutes
desgeribes as fgeneral scts of cerelessness and mi.sahiei’.“ Among the
girls the principle infractions erc mngovernable behavior and sex
offenses, in that order,?

Due to the large musbor and &xfmmel,y diverse types of offenses atiributed
to the :Zeﬂin@.ze:ét popﬁlaﬁ:‘i,ma,, the compilation of these datae presented some
difficulty. In recording offenses, therefore, that offense most frequently
comnltted by each child, and that offense conaldered moat serious, committed
by each child, were counted. 'In mony cases, these were the sane act,

Probably the easiest way to express the seriousness of the offenses

of these children, since serioumness lg a maller of degree, wuld be to
point out that all of the delinquent children of this population, by the
mere fact of thelr cormitment, have been found to be out of control and
complotely incorrigitlie, In other words, ithe offense nogt common and \
mnoet serious coong these children wag that all of them fl&u%ed authority "
of any kind and hobitually exbibited e complete disvespect for the x‘ights
of othors., This is comwpnly regarded as an offense of a very serious
nature, In practically all of them cages it is olmost iupossible 1o
late one particular offense and gay thia is the crux of the problem.

Ratheor, the problems ceem %o orise from a general, more than a gpecific,

patiern of behavior.

2. Barhcr‘h Blzmlc ond Frank Flynn, The Juvenile Offender in gge%ca
Today, (Uew York: Randon House, 1956), D. 4le .



The types of offenses avcording to frequoney as chown in Maoure 6,

pege 46, ocour in the following mannors:

1. EStealing, excluding suto theft, wap recorded 58 times. ‘These
offenses ranged nll the wey from petty theft to what wuld
be congidered grand lercency in en sdult court,

2. Auto theft included 24 offencers, In yr@utﬁcally all offenses
of this naturs *I_:{m car ig not kept or sold but morely used
to Mjoyride, " and then abandoned. One 14 year old boy had
stolen the keys to all of the sutos in o uged cor lot and
over & perlod of a month had gone jam&ing in 15 different
cars. The pecullar thing ého:zt this case was that vhen the
rides tzei'ea over, he roturned the cors to the loit and parked
them in the same gpot fyom yhich he had taken them.

3. Sex offenses were atiributed to 23 of these children. The

ris vere by far tbe mogt freguent offenders in thisg
estagory,., The range is s11 the way from an wited mother to
roported immoral behavior, These findings tend to coincide
closely with those cited above,

4. Malicious destruction of property with 16 serlous offendors
is next on the list, Iost of ithese coses involved a complete
digregpect for the property of otherg, from brecking windows
to sbtarting buildings on firve,

5, Agsault was the most common and/or gericus offence for 12

children of the delinquent population., In most cases, thip
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wap usually a "bullying® fype of behavior. In one case,
bouever, the victinm of one of these mﬁtﬁ.nga died about a
wonth after the asséﬁm had taken place,

6. Iunawvays were geventh in the offense eatagory with 9. The
majority of these cases included a perponderance of girls,
most of uhom were héhi‘bua&ly staying ewvay from home for
ﬂﬂfﬁ‘irﬁ_i’{‘c & time, . »

7. Using alcahoi wags -repartéd as the nmost conmon offense :t_‘a:t’:‘ ]
of these children, Four out of this group were girls, On
several occasions couplete inebriation was reported,

8. Carrying leaded fire-ams vas attriduted to 4 of these children.
Thie offence is mentionéd not because it was common bub in
vicw of its pa-‘benﬁal serionsness « 4 9 year old boy was
gpprehended in the school room with o .45 caliber pistol,
fully loaded,

9. One sccldental killing wag recorded among thies group. Flaying
with a rifle led to the aeg.m of a 13 year old hoy.

In presenting these facts, a pattern very similar to that reported
by the Children's Bureau relative to types of offenses seans to be
discloced, wiith the pospible excegtian of @ nore serious degrev of offense
on the part of tho group under chservation. Stesling vas ceortainly mosb
comron anong the boys whalle the girls were most frequently charged with

sox offensges. EBEreluding the mdsﬁ gerioug cases in this gtudy, most of the
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other offenses could be classified ep "generdl acts of carcelogencss and

nigcchief,” in accord with the findings of Block and Flynn,



CHAPTER VII

SUMAARY, CONCLUSIONS, AND RECOMELDATIONS

SuEmory
this study was undertaken in an offort to discover some faecltors

characieristic of a seleclted group of juvenile delinguents, The group
is compoged of 99 boys and girlsc who were regarded as flegrantly delinguent
and wore comiitted to the state training schools from Umsha, Nebracka,
during the years 1955 and 1956.

Belative to the loecation of the homes of these children, major
concentrations mzr;'a éisqovemd in three particular aveas of the city,
As hed beon antiecipated, they were areas thet ere generally regorded as
conducive t delinquent behavior, They are characterized by overcrowded
living conditiong, industriasl pléxrta, and a lack of adequate playground
facilities. These findings coincide quite closely with the extenaive
research donc in thig field by Show and zmw,l

The age distribution reveasled a range from 10 to 17, and the most
comon age of commitiment st 15, This rather large mumber of younger children
being flograntly delinque;mﬁ is o pomowhal surprieing chereacteristic, As
axpocted, a distribution of these delinquent children based on the factor

of gex, chowed a preponderance of male delinquents, The ratio wag 3.5 to 1.

1. Glifi“orﬁ R, Shaw and Hemyy -i“,*. McKay, Juvenile Delinguency and
Urban Areas, (Chicago: University of Chicago Presg, 1936},
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Clasgification of thesse children secording to race indicated a pattern
gimilar to that of most éeliqunézﬂ: groups frou the same general urban
corposition. In this population, the Hegro and Indian delinquents were
in disproportion conpared to the vhite delinguents,

Some rathor unexpected dovelopments resulted from the analysis of
the facltor of income. The average incone of the failieg of these
children were about cqual to those of the clty as & whole, Thig, howsver,
iz one of the areas thet warrants & much more profound investigation than
ig pemitted by the scope of this sbudy, %The data on the home ptatus of
these delinquent children revealed eome rother surprising rogdts. Two
out of every three wore fron broken home situations., Actually, in the
332 cases that were included in the mn—-bmkén hone catagory there vas not
one that could be regarded as sn average, typical, or normal Anerican
fenily., This is congistent with the meny obsorvations relating fenily
‘iﬁ‘e to delincuoncy. ‘

Thoe information on the I, Q. scores of these children teads 1o ald
in dlopelling the contention thab dﬁl.:imquenttss tend to heve subnormal
T. Q, scores. These childrents I. §, sScores indieated a relatively
ol dlstribution with an averege of 95,5. The extrenen were 62 and
128 with 70 por cent of the population peoring in the normal range ov
above, The school roporits Iaontaﬁ,neé in the amr‘t; records nost definitely
substantiated the expectations relative ® "thi‘cs area of investigation,
Final results ghowed less than 20 per ccmt in a normal echool gltnation
and over 80 per cent either ewpelied, truant or quit, These Tigures
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fndicate a dofinite velationchip betueen froulle in achool and trouble
outside of the school situation,

One of tho prineiple criteria.. used by the juvonile judge to
detemine shether o2 not a c¢hild should be commitied to o state training
school 35 the mmber of complaints filed against him. Concequently, oue
would axpect to digcover that the dhildren of this study had al:icite&
mmerous compleints relative to their delinquent behavior, And this
expectation waes fulfilled, In the final analysis, 73 of the total of 99
had been charged with 5 or more compleinis, while the remaining 26 had
legs than 5,

The offenses attributed tw these children followed qulite closely
both in kind and frequency, the offenses mout eormon to dalinquents in
gonercl., They included stealing, suto thefi, sex offenses, destruction
of property, assault, runsvey, using sdlcohol, corrying loaded fircarms,
and one aceidental killing, in that order,

Conelusiona

The evidence gathered in this study seams to warrant the following
generel conclusions with regard to factors characteristic of this
particular flagrant population of coumitlted juvenile delinquents.

Most oﬂ_‘hhesg children live in sreas of the cliy rogarded as
blighted and in s;;/ for as ono of the reasons for commitment is to ¢hange
the esmimmaﬁ%.a{{ situotion, these Hiighted arcas must be rogarded ae
charoeterictic of this delinguent populaticn,
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™o faect that more boye thon girls get inte serious trouble is
opparently & universal occurance due strictly to the factor of pex. The
ago of 15 being the mogt commen could undoubtedly be attributed to this
mystorious stage of development called adoloecance, fThe misconduct of
these children is an ingscapalle characteristic of this population,

The factor of incone per se indicates no azggmi‘icam dtfference
ag far os dalixzquméy is concerned, Howeover, the bwoken home must be
seriously regarded as em aspect of this population since two-thirds wore
products of this circumstance, g

In rema to I, Q. this populetion formed e relatively normal
éiﬁtrimmni The ocheol situation, bowever, indicates difficulty both
in and out 0¥ school go together,

Ha‘bi%{ial misbehavior is certeinly charactorigtic of these children,
while the affenses attributed to them include practically every offenge
in modern society,

Recormendations -
"~ On tho bagis of this end shmilar research, certain courses of action
may be entertained, Adhering to the adage, en ounce of prevention is worth
a pound of cure, it is bolicved constructive steps could be taken:

(1) the sbolichment of hlipghted areas and alleviation of overerowded
conditions should be fostored: (2) more public end cormetent counceling
fse;'via@s for financigl, maritel, aend family difficulties ghould be made

available; (3) divorce cases involving children should requive sound
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provigions for the future of the childreny (4) both the pchools and the
court ghould be given evory possitile ald to work with and help these
children vho geem to be fortuitously ploced at the bottom of the
appar'isunfi*ﬁy soals go early in ﬁf:_ifés.( |

The research procedurc of this peper is primerily descriptive in
nature, it is belioved, bowever, that ﬁ&"lﬁl@lm&.ﬁ&i investipations in this
seme area would yleld some fruitfull resmults. More oxtensive and
axhaustive studlos are sbsolutely ossentiol if a better understanding
and wltimnte golution is to ke found. The scope of this study, together
vith the limited amount of irformatlon contained in the court records,
preventec_‘s an extensive analytical treatment of the protiem in this papers
However, the _ﬁﬁmma for shich this study was intended seen o have hoen
fulfilled qui‘ﬁes adequately by the research methods used,

Those aveas that werrant nors extensive iuvestigations include
thoso of hone gbatus, I Qs ixzmme, and the school situation. I. Q.
it goems, would fall more appropriastely inlo the fidld of psydiclogy
rather thon sociology. An extensive study of income allocation might
roveal that many difficulties ativibuted diroctly to incomo as such,
are actuelly due o various othor couses only discerncd through highly
analytical studies. In the light of the rescarch done for this sbudy,
practically all serious delinquent probloms, both in and out of school,
soan %o g,aizx their preatest momentum through one or more aspectn of the
home sltuation. This, it ie believed, is the prineciple ares toward
wiich future vesesrch on delinquoncy chould be directed.
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