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FHSFACE

The estab lishm en t of F o rt P h il  Kearny was an o u ts tan d in g  

63Uii.pl e o f what Hey A. B u llin g  ton in  ills  book, Westward Expansion, 

described  as ua  cost of b lood , w ealth , and human decency which w i l l ,  

fo rev e r s ta in  the  annals of the  American f r o n t i e r . 11 T his w as 'a  

r e s u l t  of weakness on the  p a r t  of the  adn in i s t r a t i  on, p lu s  a la c k  of 

co -opera tion  between the War Department and the Department of In d ian  

A f fa ir s .  The c o n f l ic t  between these  two departm ents gave l i t t l e  

guidance to  any p o lic y  f o r  the  f r o n t i e r .  The a d m in is tra tio n  changed 

p o licy  from war w ith  the In d ian  to peace and back again  as e a s i ly  g.s 

blowing g ra in . War f a c t io n s  and peace groups s tru g g led  fo r  power 

over the a d m in is tra tio n . The imm igrant, seeking go ld  or lan d , 

c o n tin u a lly  p e ti t io n e d  the  government f o r  p ro te c tio n  from the In d ia n , 

whether he was d ese rv in g  of i t  or n o t . The government, r e le n t in g  to  

these  p re s su re s , sen t the  aimy in  which the  C iv il War had i n s t i l l e d  a  

s p i r i t  of f ig h t in g  and r e s t le s s n e s s .

The in d iv id u a ls  a t  F o rt P h il  Kearny were m is f i t te d  fo r  th e i r  

p o s it io n s . C arring ton  was sen t to f ig h t  and d id  n o t , w hile Fetterrnan 

was ordered  no t to f ig h t  and d id . I t  i s  in te r e s t in g  to contem plate 

what would have been th e  e f fe c t  on H isto ry  i f  these  men had done as 

they were con mended, or i f  F o rt P h il Kearny had not been evacuated . 

But the  f o r t  was evacuated , and the a d m in is tra t io n , postponing  a  r e a l  

so lu tio n  to th e  In d ian  problem , l e f t  in  F o rt P h il  Kearny a  s te p -c h i ld



of i t s  own c o rru p tio n  and in d e c is io n . The o r ig in a l  purpose of F o rt 

P h il  Kearny was to p ro te c t  the  immigrant snd Ind ian  from one a n o th e r, 

hut i t  could not f u l f i l l  i t s  m ission  when in d iv id u a ls  in  the  E ast pu t 

p e rso n al in te r e s t s  f i r s t  and would not t r y  to understand  nor re c o n c ile  

th e ir  d i f f c r e n e e s .

This th e s is  i s  f a r  from being  the  product of one man. I t  i s  

the outgrowth of a v ast amount of p a tie n c e , h e lp , and encouragement 

by my w ife , who a lso  d id  the typ ing . Another whom I wish to  acknowledge 

i s  D octor F red e rick  V»r. A drian of the  H isto ry  D epartm ent, U n iv e rs ity  of 

Omaha. I t  was under h is  competent d ir e c t io n  and lea d e rsh ip  th a t  th i s  

was w r i t te n , a t  a  s a c r i f ic e  of h is  own p ersonal time, and e f f o r t .
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CHAPTER I

JOURNEY TO PINNY C R M

In  the l a t e  f a l l  of 1866 the Army of the  U nited  S ta te s  e re c te d  

S o rt P h il  Kearny^ in  the  middle of the  l a s t  g re a t game rese rv e  of the 

n o rth ern  p la in s .^  Although th e  In d ian s  could not r e t r e a t  f a r th e r ,  the 

w hite man in s i s te d  upon g a in in g  c o n tro l of t h i s  reg io n  s in ce  i t  

p rov ided  the most convenient ro u te  to  th e  newly d iscovered  gold f i e l d s  

of the  Montana region.-^ The f o r t  was p laced  in  what came to  be one of 

the most continuous and bloody b a t t l e  f i e l d s  on the  Ind ian  f r o n t i e r .^ - 

D uring the b r ie f  p e rio d  of i t s  e x is te n c e , 1S66-1S6S, the  f o r t  su ffe re d  

no le s s  than  one hundred e ig h ty  se p a ra te  a t t a c k s .5 The in h o sp ita b le

P o r t  P h il  Kearny was named in  honor of th e  famous cava lry  
o f f ic e r ,  Major General P h i l ip  Kearny. F o r t Kearny, N ebraska, was 
named a f t e r  Stephen W. Kearny. F o r t  P h il  Kearny i s  found sp e lle d  
bo th  w ith  and w ithout the  e x tra  11 eu , bu t th e  o r ig in a l  in tended  
s p e llin g , a s  found in  o f f i c i a l  sources of th a t  p e r io d , w il l  be used 
h e re .

2
U nited S ta te s  Department of I n t e r io r ,  Papers R e la tiv e  to  

Ind ian  O perations on the  P la in s  (W ashington: Tjoveniment P r in t in g  
O ffice , 1904}, p . 7 .

^LeRoy R. Hafen and F ra n c is  Maxin Young, F o r t Laram ie and 
the Pageant of the W est, 1S5^~1 %90 (G lendale, C a lifo rn ia :  A rthur H.
C lark Company, 1938) p . 350*

^Annual Report of the  Commission of In d ian  A f f a i r s , D oct. I  20, 
l/s .:3 7 2 . U nited S ta te s  In d ian  A ffa ir s  O ffice  (W ashington: Government
P r in t in g  O ffice , 1872.)

^ Ib id .
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elem ents, la c k  of men and equipment, incom petent le a d e rs h ip , and 

poor d is c ip l in e  dem onstrated  the  requirem ents needed f o r  th e  

su ccessfu l c o n tro l of th e  p la in s .  While the  even ts which occurred  

in  th is  v ic in i ty  d id  no t p re se n t a  so lu tio n  to  a l l  th e  problems found 

on the p la in s , as a t te s te d  by the  Fetterm an and C uster M assacres, th e  

Wagon Box F ig h t which proved the  e ff ic ie n c y  of the  re p e a tin g  r i f l e ,  

the re o rg a n iz a tio n  of the  Ind ian  re s e rv a tio n  system , and th e  evacuation  

of a  s t r in g  of f o r t s  d id  r e s u l t  in  b e t t e r  r e la t io n s  w ith  th e  In d ian s  

and was the  in ce p tio n  of a  new p o lic y  which e v en tu a lly  made peace a  

r e a l i t y  on the p la in s .

The deep sea ted  m is tru s t  of the  In d ian  toward the  a c tio n s  o f 

the white men was f u r th e r  in te n s i f ie d ,  not only by th e  treach e ro u s 

Chivington M assacre^ in  November, 1S04, and the  steady  advancement of 

th e  w hite c iv i l i z a t i o n  in  the  West, bu t a lso  from an event which 

tra n s p ire d  a t  F o rt Laramie in  IS 65. At a  time when the  U nited S ta te s  

Government was exp ressing  i t s  concern over the  w elfa re  of the In d ian s  

and was in  the  p rocess of s ig n in g  a  t r e a ty  of peace w ith  than , the 

In d ian s were ab le  to  observe the  armed might of th e  War Department 

th a t was heading up the  Boseman T r a i l .

The U nited S ta te s  a f t e r  the  C iv il  War was ready f o r  peace and

°C clonel J .  M. Chivington surrounded and ru th le s s ly  m assacred 
fo u r hundred and f i f t y  s leep in g , peacefu l Irxlian fa m ilie s  a t  Sand 
Creek, Colorado, on November 20, 1004-.
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t i r e d  of b lo o a - le t t in g .  Some of the churches had been concerned f o r  

years over the  w e lfa re  of the  In d ian s  and, when in  the  w in te r o f 1369- 

18b5 Congress began to  de lve  in to  In d ian  a f f a i r s ,  the  Ind ian  Departm ent 

en te red  in to  the d isc u ss io n  demanding th a t  a  change in  the method of 

d ea lin g  w ith  the In d ian s  should be attem pted  and a  more C h r is tia n  

p o licy  in co rp o ra te d . A new p o lic y  ws.s i n s t i t u t e d  in  Vsasnington whereby 

the o f f i c i a l s  now decided  to  t r y  p e ac e fu l measures with- the  In d ian s  of 

the Wyoming reg io n . E n is sa r ie s  were se n t to th e  t n o e s  in v i t in g  them 

to a tte n d  a. genera), peace council to  be he ld  a t  f o r t  Laramie in  June ,

1 8 b b l

At th i s  same tim e, however, the War Department was re c e iv in g  

p e t i t io n s  req u e s tin g  s o ld ie r s  to p ro te c t  the t r a i l s  and t e r r i to r y  to  

in su re  sa fe  passage f o r  the  wagon t r a in s  ca rry in g  thousands of people 

who were le a v in g  f o r t  Laram ie, th e  jumping o ff  p la c e  fo r  these  e x p ed itio n s , 

bound f o r  the gold f i e l d s  of what l a t e r  came to  be the Montana and 

Wyoming T e r r i to r i e s .

Tnis general a re a  was f u l l  o f excitem en t. In  lS 6l  gold  had been 

found i n  what was to become the  Idaho T e rr i to ry  and near V irg in ia  C ity , 

Montana T e r r i to ry , in  1362. During the  next few years gold  was found

"^George E. Hyde, Red C loud 's F o lk , A H is to ry  of the OgaLIala 
Sioux In d ian s  (Dorman, •Oklahoma: U n iv e rs ity  of Oklahoma £ re s s ,  1937),
P. 134-

S
LeRoy R. Hafen and F ra n c is  Maxin Young, op. c u t . , p . j>50.



u

in  other lo ca tio n s  in  Montone T e r r ito ry .  The f i r s t  route  to these 

mines was on in d ire c t appro rich lead ing  no rth  from F c r t H a ll on the 

Oregon T r a i l ; the second led  oast from the Oregon country, w h ile  a  

th ird  fo llow ed the M issouri R iver. In  1369- Jim B r id ro r  and John M.

Eosoman le d  p a rtie s  no rth  from the upper North P la t te ,  the former 

fo llow ed a route west o f the B ig  Horn Mountains, w hile  the la t t e r  

proceeded along a. t r a i l  east o f th a t chain. Since the Bozeman route 

proved to he the most- p ra c tica b le , the white man v-as determined to
G

use i t . "

Thus in  the month of map, I f  oh, an aston ish ing  spectacle was 

presented w ith  t^e m il i ta r y  preparing  strong c rv a liy  columns to -e  

dispatched against the Ind ians on Fonder F iv e r, while a t the sam 

tine  a powerful group in  Congress was dec la ring  th a t the Indians 

were a xrie r.d l y p c 'c t - lo v in p  people.

The croup which was in te r e s te d  in  perce  with the Ind ians w^s 

.m od o y  c a t ' j r  u a . i ' s  c.-w O u i / o c l i t t i o  _ r c a  i s c _ n c - i u ,  v m r l e  m a j o r  u - o n e r s !  

S. F. C urtis  was i r : ,comr.rrd oC the Department of the Northwest. I t  

was the oruer of General C u rtis  to Colonel Chivington to ch*?-ce the 

Cheyennes in  A p r i l , 1369,. th a t  brought a. renewal t;
i a

the c li . in s ."~

fUnitca S ta le s  War Department, x i l o  pph, ICoh-lCoS, l e t t e r ,
trr 'if  n ' ' r h h"  JhL  —  ■*- > ■ -  ■ '  - .

1 o r-‘ T "r < •, t ~~v- .a. , . - j  ̂
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From the s tan d p o in t of the In d ian s , th e re  were se rio u s  o b je c tio n s  

to any w hite ex tension  in to  the reg io n . I t  was the  l a s t  r e a l ly  good 

hunting ground of the Sioux. The w hite man had p re v io u s ly  d estro y ed  

im portant game a reas by the estab lishm en t of the  Oregon, Overland, 

and S an ta  Fe T r a i ls .  The one rem aining g rea t game re se rv e  of th e  n o rth e rn  

p la in s  was now being  invaded.

During March, 186b, a  number o f c h ie fs  were con tac ted  and th e  

meeting of a  peace council a t  F o rt Laram ie was a rranged . The peace 

commission assembled a t  F o r t  Laxsmie on June 1 , 1866. I t  c o n s is ted  

of E. B. T ay lo r, S uperin tenden t of the N orthern Superin tendency ,

Colonel H. E. Maynadier, Colonel B. N. McLaren, and Thomas Wistai* who 

came from a  w ealthy, prom inent P h ila d e lp h ia  fam ily . C harles E. Bowles 

of the Ind ian  Department was s e c re ta ry . The B rule and O ga lla la  Sioux 

were re p re se n te d  by th e i r  p r in c ip a l  c h ie fs  w ith  about two thousand of 

th e i r  tribesm en in  a tten d a n ce . A fte r a  p re lim inary  d isc u ss io n  i t  was decided 

to  postpone fu r th e r  a c tio n  u n t i l  more of the sub-bands a rr iv e d .

S uperin tenden t Taylor w ro te , MA group-numbering perhaps th ree  hundred 

w a rr io rs , headed by Bed Cloud, a  prom inent c h ie f  of the O g a lla la s , 

re fu sed  to  come in .  They are  known as the Bad Faces and a re  composed 

of the  most re f ra c to ry  and d e sp e ra te  c h a ra c te rs  of the  t r ib e .

^LeRoy R. H a fen an d  F ra n c is  Maxin Young, ojp. c i t . , p . 35^*
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In  the meantime, u n fo r tu n a te ly , the War Department had sent

out in s t ru c t io n s  to  open th e  Bozeman T ra il  through the  Powder E iver

country to th e  gold mines in  the  Montana T e r r i to ry , Colonel Henry B.

C arring ton , E ig h teen th  U. S. In fa n try , was assigned  th is  ta sk  and
12in s tru c te d  to proceed from F o rt Kearny, Nebraska,

Colonel C a rrin g to n ’s o rd ers  from the Mountain D i s t r i c t ,  

Department of the P l a t t e ,  Omaha, N ebraska, was to e s ta b l is h  the 

fo llow ing  f o r t s :  F o r t  Reno, fo rm erly  known as F o rt Connor, bu t to

be moved westward about f o r ty  m iles on th e  new em igrant l in e  toward 

V irg in ia  C ity , F o r t  Ransom, to  be b u i l t  on o r  near th e  B ig Horn R iv e r, 

and a th i r d  p o s t upon th e  upper Yellow stone R iv e r, ncszne n o t d e s ig n a ted . 

The ro u te  to  be c o n tro lle d  and p ro te c te d , re q u ir in g  su p erv isio n  of the  

d i s t r i c t  commander, and, through which he had to  communicate e i th e r  

v e s t  o r e a s t ,  was from North P l a t t e  (B r id g e r’s F erry ) along a  l in e  

th a t  extended f iv e  hundred and f o r ty - f iv e  m ile s  to  the no rthw est.

P ursuan t to  th ese  o rd e rs , Colonel C arring ton  issu ed  h is  G eneral 

Order Number Two, which named the assignm ents of the u n i ts  under h is  

command. Old F o rt Reno was to  be tem porarily  g a rriso n e d  by a  

detachm ent o f t h i r t y  men from Company B, Second B a tta l io n , E ig h teen th  

U. S. In fa n try , under the  commend of L ieu ten an t T. S. K ir tla n d , New

Department of I n t e r i o r ,  L e t te r ,  C arring ton  to  Cooke, A o ril 26, 
1866, m icro film , Nebraska S ta te  H is to r ic a l  S o c ie ty .
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Tort Reno v;:.s to be ga rr iso n ed  by companies A, B, C, and K, Second 

B r-tta lion , E ighteen th  U, S. In fa n t ry ,  under the- command o f  T. den Eyck. 

F o r t  IF n son. v.?r to have companies D and G of the Second B a t ta l io n  

under Li ea,tenant Colonel F. C. Kinney, and the post on the  Upper 

Yellov;stone v;?.s to be .garrisoned by companies 2 and 7  of the Second 

B a t ta l io n  under the eofu.m.nd of Captain Henry Raymond.^

Colonel Carrington  then a lso  se n t  ano ther l e t t e r  to the 

Department of the P l a t t e  re q u e s t in g ,  innocen tly  enough, pern i s  s i  on 

to a r r iv e  a t  F o r t  Laramie in  time fo r  the meeting of the Ind ian  

t r ib e s  in  the council;  thereby he hoped to form t h e  acqu a in tan ce , 

he s ta te d ,  o f  a  mar; vdth  "whom I v d l l  have subsequent r e l a t i o n s . " 1'^

Car'-ring.ton d id  a r r iv e  in  time to  e f fe c t  the council a t  F o r t  

Laramie. He had v/ith him a fo rce  of seven hundred men vhich  inc luded  

a  band, but not a  s in g le  cavalry-uan  in  th i s  o r ig in a l  group. I t  must 

have been a grand s ig h t ,  e sp e c ia l ly  f o r  the Ind ians who were susp ic ious  

of the white people even before the  meetings' began, to' w itness th i s  

show of fo rc e  as O c il 'ing ton ’s troops led  by a t h i r t y  p iece  band marched 

by Dobey Town, which vr,.c on the o u t s / i r t s  of the f o r t .  The e x p e d i t io n 's

'‘fora ted. S ta te s  Department of the I n t e r i o r ,  op. c i t . , p. 

lh_. . ,
T • ) Jd * rJ)  ̂•



8

t r a in  o f two hundred and tw en ty -s ix  mule teams was loaded  with.

equipment and su p p lie s  in c lu d in g  a  saw m il l ,  mowing m achines, sh in g le

and "brick m achines, b lack sm ith  and harness making equipm ent, axes,

saws, and to o ls  of a l l  k in d s . There were rocking c h a i r s ,  c h u m s,

q u a n ti t ie s  of canned f r u i t ,  tu rk ey s , ch ickens, p ig s ,  and cows to  equip
15

and stock  the  new p o s ts .  T heir appearance had a d ec id ed ly  d is q u ie t in g

e f f e c t .  ’’G reat F a th e r  send us p re s e n ts  and wants new r o a d ,” commented

one c h ie f ,  ’’b u t w hite c h ie f  goes w ith  s o ld ie r s  to  s te a l  road b e fo re

Ind ian  say yes or n o .”^  Cloud r e p l ie d  to  t h i s  s ig n  of fo rc e  by

say ing , ’’K i l l  every w hite  man who p ass  beyond Crazy Woman’s fo rk  o f the

Powder R iv e r. A la rg e  group le d  by Red Cloud and M a n -a fra id -o f-h is -
18horses withdrew in  anger and o p p o sitio n  to  a l l  peace t a lk .

le a v in g  t h i s  excitem ent behind  him, Colonel C arring ton  marched

15Hafen and Youhg, 00. c i t . ,  p . 

a t io n a l  Park S e rv ice  H is to r ic a l  Handbook S e r ie s  #20, F o r t
Laramie N ationa l Monument (W ashington: Government P r in t in g  O ff ic e ,
1955)'.'

17
E arl Alonso B r in in s to o l ,  F ig h tin g  In d ian  W a rrio rs , True Tal e s  

of the Wild F ro n tie rs  (H a rrisb u rg , P en n sy lv an ia : S tackpole Company.
W T p r s K ----------------

^ ■ ^ a n -a fra id -o f-h is -h o rse s  was named, not because of h is  f e a r  
of h o rse s , but because of h is  concern f o r  h is  h o rse s . Once du ring  an 
a tta c k  by o th e r  In d ia n s , M an-afraid—o f-h is -h o rse s  l e f t  h is  fam ily  to  
p ro te c t h i s  anim als and th e r e a f te r  rece ived  th e  name.
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up the t r a i l  and g a rr iso n e d  Camp Connor. . H is o rd e rs  now read  th a t  the  

Second B a tta l io n  was to  p o st two companies a t  Camp Connor and th a t  

Camp Connor was to  he renamed F o r t  Beno. • Then he was to  move up the  

Bozeman T r a i l  ahout e ig h ty  m iles n o r th  o f F o rt Beno on the new ro u te  to  

V irg in ia  C ity , Montana T e r r i to ry , where on any of the c reeks between 

the Powder E iv e r to  Tongue Biver he was to  e s ta b l is h  an o th e r f o r t  to  

be named F o r t  P h il  Kearny. These o rd e rs  were d a ted  June 28, 1366.

Under th ese  o rd e rs  the  co lo n e l f o r  th e  regim ent was to  be s ta tio n e d  

a t  F o rt P h i l  Kearny from whence he was to  command the  Mountain 

D is t r i c t ." ^

The peace commission was s t i l l  s tru g g lin g  along a t  F o r t  Laramie 

and, even though the In d ian s  th e re  were now re p re se n tin g  only a  sm all 

p o rtio n  of the  o r ig in a l  group, the  men had h igh  hopes o f secu rin g  

peace among th e  Sioux. Years l a t e r  one observer w rote:

The t r e a ty  of 1866, a t  which we were p re s e n t ,  such as i t  
was, having been concluded by the  c h ie fs  o f the thousand 
In d ian s who rem ained, th e  coveted  p re s e n ts  were d i s t r ib u te d .
In  a  few hours more th e  f r ie n d ly  camps were ab laze w ith  mounted 
Ind ians decked in  yellow , re d , , and o th e r  b r i l l i a n t l y  co lo red  
chesgp f a b r ic s  f ly in g  in  th e  w inds. To t h e i r  sia ip le  t a s te s  these  
tawdry s tu f f s  were more a t t r a c t iv e  than  diamonds. G ilded jew elry  
was rece iv ed  by them in  exchange f o r  a r t i c l e s  o f r e a l  v a lu e .
We were informed th a t  they rece iv ed  f ire a rm s  and ammunition, 
which they  g re a t ly  p r iz e d , bu t t h i s  sta tem en t i s  no t made 
from my p e rso n a l knowledge. ^

^ P a p e r s  R e la tiv e  to  In d ian  O p e ra tio n s , O rders o f June 28, 1866. 

^°Hafen and Young, 0£ f c i t . , p , 350*



As E. B. T ay lo r, the head o f the  co u n cil f o r  th e  In d ian  A f f a ir s ,  

was making th e  peace a t  F o r t  L aram ie, no t f a r  away i n  h is  camp on 

June 16 , Colonel C arrin g to n  was v i s i t e d  by S tand ing  E lk , Chief of the 

B rule S ioux, S tand ing  E lk  sa id  he was f r ie n d ly ,  b u t s a id , a f t e r  be ing  

to ld  where C arring ton  was going, "There i s  a  t r e a ty  b e in g  made a t  

Laramie w ith  the S ioux th a t  a re  in  th e  country  where you a re  go ing .

The f ig h t in g  men in  th a t  country  have n o t come to  L aram ie, and you w il l  

have to  f i ^ a t  them. They w i l l  n o t g iv e  you th e  road  u n le s s  you whip

th e m ." ^  C arring ton  s ta te d  th a t  he f e l t  th e re  would be no d i f f i c u l t i e s  

and so in d ic a te d  in  a  l e t t e r  to  the Departm ent of the  P l a t t e .

C olonel C arring ton  a rr iv e d  a t  F o r t  Reno on June tw en ty -e ig h th

and rem ained u n t i l  Ju ly  n in th .  F iv e  days l a t e r  the e x p ed itio n  reached

a  p o in t n e a r ly  one hundred m ile s  n o rth  o f F o r t  Beno which appealed to

Colonel C arring ton  a s  th e  b e s t  lo c a t io n  f o r  the  e re c t io n  of the f i r s t
22f o r t .  I t  was a t  th e  fo rk s  o f th e  B ig and L i t t l e  P iney  Creeks. The 

next day th e  s i t e  was s e le c te d  and logg ing  p a r t i e s  were d e ta i le d .  The 

e re c tio n  o f F o r t  P h il  Kearny was b e g u n .^

21Papers R e la tiv e  to In d ian  O p e ra tio n s , L e t te r  o f June 16 , 1866.

2^Che s i t e  o f F o r t  P h il  Kearny, in  the l a t e  e ig h te e n -se v e n tie s , 
became a  p a r t  of the  ranch  of Jacob G eier. The f o r t  was s i tu a te d  
about tw en ty -th ree  m ile s  so u th e as t o f th e  p re se n t c i ty  o f S heridan , 
Wyoming.

^ B r in i n s t o o l , ojp. c i t . , p . U7« Sketch of F o r t  P h il  Kearny on 
page i s  taken from th is  t e x t .  The o r ig in a l ,  a s  w ell as the  sk e tch
on page 37 I s  d ep o sited  in  th e  N ationa l A rch ives.
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Colonel C arrin g to n  “busied h im self w ith  the b u ild in g  of the 

new p o s t . He a lso  sen t two companies to  the B ig Horn R iver to  b u ild  

another p o s t ,  F o r t  C. F . Smith. The troops f o r  the  B ig Horn
V

E xpedition  and th e  f i r s t  l o t  o f wagon t r a in s  seemed to  have s lip p e d  

p a s t th e  Sioux on the  Tongue R iv er. Meanwhile, back a t  F o r t  P h il  

Kearny, Colonel C arring ton  drew up the  p lan s  fo r  th e  p o s t .  He p laced  

i t  on a  p la te a u  where th e  eye could see f o r  m ile s . Below the f o r t ,  

however, along the  r iv e r  bottom s the  th ic k e ts  were dense, and i t  was 

th e re  th a t  many s o ld ie r s  were to  lo s e  th e i r  l iv e s  w h ile  e s c o r t in g  

wood t r a in s  to  and from th e  f o r t .  Several hundred f e e t  above th i s  

post on a  nearby r id g e  were d iscovered  the rem ains o f an o ld  In d ian  

f o r t  or r in g  which was t h i r t y  f e e t  square and b u i l t  of s to n e s . This 

aged and fo rg o tte n  spo t was known as F o rt Ridge by the  s o ld ie r s  of the  

f r o n t ie r .  I t s  d e fen ses were rem odeled by b u ild in g  a  stockade of log  

around i t . ^

C arring ton  p u t every  e f f o r t  in to  the new f o r t  and i t s  

a d m in is tra tio n . He had e ig h t companies of e ig h ty  men each , m ostly

2U
u. S. War D epartm ent, Film  355* General Order Number Two, 

signed by Colonel C a rrin g to n , da ted  June 28, 1866, M icrofilm  #155*

^^Robert Beebee David, F inn B u rn e tt , F ro n tie rsm an , the L ife  and 
A dventures-of an Ind ian  F ig h te r , Mail Coach D r iv e r , M iner, P io n e e r , 
Cattleman", P a r t ic ip a n t  in  the  Powder R iv er E x p ed itio n , Surv ivor of. trie 
Hay F ie ld  F ig h t , A sso c ia te oi Jim BricT ger and" Chi ef l.Vi shakie CGPendaTe, 
'C a lifo rn ia ! A rthur H. C lark Company, 1937)* P*" 121".
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new r e c r u i t s ,  to g a rr is o n  M s long l i n e .  A ll the w hile they were 

b u ild in g  end p ro te c t in g  M s stockades and f o r t i f i c a t i o n s .  C arring ton  

\vTote to  Omaha, "I am my own en g in eer, draughtsm an, and v i s i t  my 

p ic k e ts  and guards n ig h tly ,  w ith  sc a rc e ly  a day or n ig h t w ithou t 

attem pts to s te a l  s to c k .”c While t h i s  was w r it te n  in  l a t e  Ju ly  

befo re  a c tu a l c o n f l ic t  w ith  the  Sioux began, i t  must be remembered, 

however, th a t  C a rrin g to n ’s background had not p a r t i c u la r ly  f i t t e d  

him f o r  t h i s  command.

He hah been born in  W elling fo rd , C onnecticu t, of w ealthy 

p a re n ts . Because of a  chance address by John Brown, he became an 

a rden t a b o l i t io n i s t ,  from h is  ea rly  youth  he had been in te re s te d  

in  m il i ta ry  a f f a i r s ,  bu t due to  M s weak c o n s t i tu t io n ,  in s te a d  of 

e n te rin g  West P o in t, C arring ton  e n te red  Yale and g raduated  in  1SU5*

He taugh t school under Washington I rv in g  and then  became a p ro fe s so r  

in  the New Haven C o lle g ia te  I n s t i t u t e .  In  18hH C arring ton  moved to  

Columbus, Ohio, where he p ra c tic e d  law f o r  twelve y e a rs . He was the 

personal f r ie n d  and su p p o rte r o f Governor Salmon P. Chase and in  1S57» 

a t  the req u est o f Chase, C arring ton  accep ted  a  p o s i t io n  on h is  s t a f f

to take charge of the re -o rg a n iz a tio n  of the  m i l i t i a  of the  s t a t e .

Quoted in  F re d e r ic  Logan Pgxson, The L as t M e r ic  an f r o n t i e r
(Lev York*. The M cM illan  Company, 1910) , p . 276,



He did. such a f in e  job  th a t  an appointm ent as A d ju tan t General f o r  the 

s ta te  o f Ohio fo llow ed . When L inco ln  issu e d  h is  f i r s t  c a l l  f o r  troops 

b efo re  the  U. S. V olun teers could  be o rgan ized  and m ustered , n ine  

regim ents o f the Ohio M ilit ia , were h u rr ie d  a c ro ss  the  Ohio H iver to  

save w estern  V irg in ia . S h o rtly  a fte rw ard  C arring ton  was commissioned 

Colonel o f th e  E ig h teen th  U. S. In fa n try  and p laced  in  command of the  

reg u la r army camp near Columbus. Throughout the war Mhe was e s p e c ia l ly  

a c tiv e  in  organizing; and forw ard ing  tro o p s  to  the  f i e l d . ,f27 

he was promoted to B rig a d ie r  G eneral. At the end o f the  war when the  

army was reduced , he v/a.s m ustered ou t o f the  se rv ic e  as a  B rig a d ie r  

G eneral, b u t re -e n te re d  the E igh teen th  Regiment as a C olonel. Then in  

1865 C arring ton  was se n t to  Nebraska to  serve  in  th e  In d ian  S e rv ic e .

F o rt F h il  Kearny was h i s  f i r s t  f i e l d  assignm ent and C arring ton  was 

unprepared bo th  p h y s ic a lly  and m en ta lly  fo r  what fo llow ed .

In  the command th e re  were f iv e  hundred and s ix ty  new r e c r u i t s  

from th e  g en era l d ep o t.^  His m i l i ta r y  equipment was in ad eq u ate . Only

h is  band of t h i r t y  men, e sp e c ia l ly  armed f o r  the e x p e d itio n , had Spencer

271 Jgmes Truslow Adams, D ic tionary , of American H is to ry , Vol. I l l  
(New York1 C harles S c r ib n e r 's

28Grace R. Hebnrd and E. A. B r in in s to o l ,  Bozeman T r a i l , Vol. I 
(H arrisb u rg , P ennsy lvan ia : S tackpole  Company, 1 9 22 ),"p . 280.



carb ines and enough ammunition. His main fo rc e , s t i l l  armed w ith

S p r in g fie ld  r i f l e s ,  had under f i f t y  rounds per man.

Colonel C a rr in g to n 's  r e p o r ts ,  n e v e r th e le s s , were f u l l  of

optimism. He considered  the s i tu a t io n  good and gave the  assurance

th a t wagon t r a in s  would be sa fe  i f  they were w ell o rganized  and used

p re c a u tio n s . As a  m a tte r  of f a c t ,  th e  Sioux were n o t p repared  fo r

an a l l  out a t ta c k ,  b u t w ith  w in te r coming the  th r e a t  to  " k i l l  every

white man who pass  beyond the Crazy Woman's fo rk  of the  Powder R iver"
29had to be a ttem pted  be fo re  time f o r  the b u ffa lo  hunt.



CHAPTER I I

BEYOND CRAM WCKAN CREEK

Colonel C arring ton  was not a  f ig h t in g  man. He was sen t to 

build, a  defense  system a long  the  Bozeman T r a i l .  T his was h is  m ission

and o th e r  events were secondary. Nor d id  C arring ton  sense the 

in c re a se  in  In d ian  a c t iv i t y .  H is r e p o r ts  to  the  Departm ent of th e  P l a t t e ,  

a lthough  they  m entioned th e  In d ian  a c t iv i t y ,  d id  n o t in d ic a te  the  

growing se rio u sn e ss  o f the  problem . The Department of th e  P l a t t e  

sensed the tru e  s i tu a t io n  b e t t e r  than d id  C arring ton  and se n t ou t an 

in sp e c to r  to look  over the  s i tu a t io n ,  b u t the  lack, of apprehension 

on the  p a r t  of C arring ton  seemed to  a l la y  the  f e a r s  of the  in s p e c to r .

The re p o r t  o f Colonel C arring ton  on August 29, 186b, s ta te d  

th a t  the  s i tu a t io n  was good, even though a lread y  th i r ty - th r e e  w hite  

men had been k i l l e d  along the  new road in  the p a s t  f iv e  weeks.

C arring ton  had a rr iv e d  a t  th e  s i t e  of th e  f o r t  on Ju ly  i d ,  and what 

he had c a l le d  r e l a t i v e ly  q u ie t  was a lre a d y  d is tu rb in g  Omaha*

B rig a d ie r  General W illiam  B. Hazen was sen t as an in sp e c to r  to  the  

Bozeman a re a  only to  r e p o r t  back on August 6, th a t  th e  In d ian s  

prom ised some a c t iv i t y ,  b u t i t  was m ostly  apprehension  on th e  p a r t  

of the  command. Again on August 12 , he rep o rte d  th a t  "m atters  a re  

much ex ag g era ted ."  He s ta te d  th a t  the  m ail went through and those 

men who had been k i l l e d  were a l l  s t r a g g le r s  o r d i s t a n t  from th e i r



IS
1 >p o s ts .

As e a r ly  as June 30* th e  S ioux In d ian s t r i e d  to  run  o ff  some
2stock  be long ing  to  a  s u t l e r .  C arrin g to n  sen t a  sm all fo rc e  to  cha.se 

the In d ia n s . Tne Ind ian  c h ie fs , who were ta lk in g  peace a t  Laram ie 

w ith  the  In d ia n  Commission, looked su sp ic io u s ly  a t  th e  chase and 

asked why the  s o ld ie r s  s ta te d  on one hand th a t  they  were th e re  to  

p ro te c t  the  In d ia n s , w hile  on the  o th e r  hand, s o ld ie r s  were chasing  

the In d ian s  who had s to le n  the  s u t l e r 's  horses.* '

On Ju ly  lb  th e  Cheyennes asked C arring ton  to  re tu rn  to  F o r t  

Eeno and n o t to  b u ild  an o th e r f o r t .  The Cneyennes s ta te d  tn a t  they  

were weak, but Red Cloud was s tro n g . They would be f r ie n d ly ,  bu t 

tney a lso  fe a re d  the S ioux. The Cheyennes p leaded  w ith  C arring ton  

to  leav e  th e  ro ad . He should  re tu rn  from where he came and no t 

con tinue  w ith  h i s  p la n s ,  as th is  was c h ea tin g  th e  In d ia n .

C arrin g to n , in s te a d , asked the  Cheyennes to lea v e  the  B ig Horn a re a . 

This th e  Cheyennes d id , and o c c a s io n a lly  as they  moved through th e
ka re a  they  gave th e  s o ld ie r s  in fo im a tio n  a s  to  th e  S ioux.

u . S. War D epartm ent, Film  355* L e t te r s  d a te d  August 6 and 
August 13 , 1866, from B vt. B rig a d ie r  G eneral W illiam  B. Hazen to  
Major L i t c h f i e ld ,  Department of th e  P l a t t e .

^A s u t l e r  was one who fo llow ed  an aray and so ld  to  the tro o p s 
p ro v is io n s , l iq u o r s ,  and the l ik e .

^Papers R e la tiv e  to In d ian  O p e ra tio n s , L e t te r  o f Ju ly  17 , 1866, 
from C arring ton  to  Majo r~EitciificlcTI

k
I b i d . ,  L e t te r ,  Ju ly  23* 1266, C arring ton  to L i tc h f ie ld .
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The nex t day th e  Sioux ran  o ff  ano ther herd  be long ing  to  a  

s u t l e r .  They were in  the  reg io n  hu n tin g  f o r  the  Cheyennes, who 

they f e l t  had b e tray ed  them. A lso , a t  f iv e  o 'c lo c k  in  th e  evening 

of th a t  same day the  wagon t r a in  of B revet Major Haymond was a tta c k e d , 

I'he In d ian s  had passed  h is  p ic k e t ,  ta k in g  f i r s t  th e  b e l l  mule o r mare 

and one hundred sev en ty -fo u r head of s to c k . In  th e  a tta c k  and chase 

th a t  fo llow ed  to  re g a in  the  s to c k , two men were k i l l e d  and th re e  were 

wounded by arrow s. At an o th e r p la c e  the Sioux k i l l e d  P ie r re  Gasseau 

and f iv e  o th e r s .  Gasseau was a  s e t t l e r  who had m arried  a  Cheyenne 

Ind ian  woman; in  th is  way the  Sioux had gained some revenge a g a in s t 

the  Cheyennes.^

Three days l a t e r  a  wagon t r a i n  which had l e f t  P o r t  Reno under 

the command o f..L ieu tenan t Wands was a t ta c k e d .^  Wagon t r a i n

c o n s is ted  of tw e n ty -s ix  in d iv id u a ls ,  in c lu d in g  two women, f iv e  

wagons, twro ambulances and fo u r  r id in g  h o rse s . I t  was to  g ive added 

re-enforcem ents to  P o rt P h il  Kearny. W ith the  group was L ieu ten an t 

Napoleon H. D a n ie ls . The n ig h t b e fo re  d e p a rtin g  from F o r t Reno i t  

was n o tic e d  th a t  many wolves and coyotes were hovering  around the  

p o s t .  A lready the s o ld ie r s  were becoming aware of th e  f a c t  th a t  

o c ca s io n a lly  th ese  w ild  anim als were ab le  to  shoot arrow s th a t

^ Ib id . , L e t te r ,  Ju ly  17 , 18(66, C arring ton  to  L i tc h f ie ld .  

See map on page tw elve.
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k i l l e d  s e n t in e ls .  T herefo re  th e  p a r ty  g o t an e a r ly  s t a r t  and t r i e d  

to  g e t to Dry Creek where w ater was supposed to  be good. The c reek  

was d ry , b u t r ig h t  in  th e  m iddle was th e  body of a  naked w hite  man 

who had been scalped  and f i l l e d  w ith  arrow s. He was e v id e n tly  a  

c o u rie r  from F o r t P h il  Kearny who had been w aylaid  and sho t th e  n ig h t 

b e fo re . He had been try in g  to  scoop o u t the  sand in  th e  l i t t l e  b a s in  

to f in d  a  d r in k  o f w a te r. A f te r  they  b u rie d  the  man, th e  group 

moved on to  the  Crazy Woman Creek, dep ressed  and sh o r t of w a te r.

At n in e  o ’clock  they reached th e  c r e s t  of th e  d iv id e  th a t  le d  down 

in to  Crazy Woman V a lley . The p a rty  n o tic e d  th a t  n e a r  the creek  

th e re  were numerous o b je c ts  th a t  resem bled b u f fa lo .  D an ie ls  and 

L ie u te n a n t George H. Templeton went a f t e r  the h e rd  to  get some 

f r e s h  meat f o r  th e  group.

Both men were l o s t  from s ig h t ,  and when the  p a r ty  reached a

sandy bed n e a r  the  c reek , they heard  sh o ts  and met arrow s. The

wagons were qu ick ly  c o rra le d .

Templeton appeared w ith  an arrow in  h is  back. “My God,

In d ia n s !” he exclaim ed. “They w asn’t  b u f f a lo .”'? The men dug r i f l e

p i t s .  Two men were ab le  to  g e t w ater by s l ip p in g  down a  ra v in e .

The In d ian s  charged a number of tim es w ithout su ccess , and, f i n a l l y  

by a fte rn o o n  slacked  o f f  enough so th a t  two men were a b le  to  sneak

^F rancis  C. C arrin g to n , My Army L ife  and th e  F o r t  P h il  Keamy 
M assacre w ith  an Account o f the Celeb r a t io n  'of1 Wyoming 0oenedTr 
CPH iladelpH Ii:- J T H ; L ip ^ n c d T t“TTdmpiny .T9IC0 , ' p . 7*C -------
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back to F o r t  Reno fo r  h e lp . The In d ian s  pursued them over the h i l l  

and out of s ig h t of the  c ir c le d  group.

They were sc a rc e ly  gone when a  cloud  of d u s t wa,s observed 

acro ss the  creek  to . th e  no rthw est. Jim B ridger a r r iv e d  s h o r t ly ,  and 

to ld  them th a t  two hundred men under C aptain  Burrows were coming. 

Captain Burrows was sen t by C arring ton  to  g e t su p p lie s  f o r  the f o r t .

As they moved toward F o r t  Reno, Jim B rid g er read  s ig n s  made on the 

sk u lls  of b u ffa lo  th a t  a  b a t t l e  was to  be fough t a t  Crazy Woman Creek 

th a t  day'. So in s te a d  of making f o r  camp a t  C lear Fork  as p lanned , 

C aptain Burrows had made a  fo rced  march to  Crazy Woman Creek.

L ie u te n a n t D an ie ls  was found scalped  and w ith  a  p o le  in s e r te d  

through h is  body from underneath . Sergeant T e rre l d ied  in  the  f ig h tin g  

a t  the  c o r r a l .

On the  way back to F o rt Reno, a  detachm ent under L ieu ten an t 

H. F . Bingham met the  su rv iv o rs . The men who had rid d en  to  F o r t  

Reno had escaped the In d ian s  in  th e i r  ch ase .6

The In d ian s  con tinued  to a t ta c k  the  troops moving along th e  

Bozeman T r a i l .  On the  tw enty-second a  f ig h t  n ear F o r t  Reno sk il le d  

one and wounded an o th e r. Then on the nex t day Capthin Burrows found 

h im self under an o th e r a t ta c k  by the  In d ia n s . A wagon t r a in  under
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the le a d e r  shop of a  Mr. K irk en d a ll was engaged. C ap ta in  Barrows, 

w ith  s ix ty  men and one h o w itze r, l e f t  h i s  supply t r a i n  to  a id  

K irk e n d a ll. The men were k ille d  in  th e  f ig h t  and, on h i s  r e tu rn ,  

Burrows found the  body of T errance C a lla ry , a  p r iv a te  under h is  

command, who had l e f t  w ithou t h is  knowledge to  pu rsue  b u f f a lo .9 

As tim e went on , th e  re sp e c t of th e  s o ld ie r s  f o r  the 

c r a f t in e s s  and method o f w arfare  employed by th e  In d ia n s  in c re a se d .

The manner used by th e  S ioux f o r  ta k in g  sc a lp s  t e r r i f i e d  them. The 

sk in  th a t  was cu t from th e  top of a  v ic t im 's  head was th ic k  and about 

f iv e  in ch es in  d iam ete r and some sc a lp s  a ls o  had the  e a rs  a tta c h e d . 

A f te r  f le s h in g  the sc a lp s  down u n t i l  they  were th in  and p ia b le ,  a  

hoop was made w ith  a  w illow  branch , and th e  sc a lp  was fa s te n e d  to 

the  c i r c l e t .  The in s id e ,  o r  f l e s h  s id e , of the  sc a lp  was then  

p a in te d  red  and a l l  was then t ie d  to  what the  In d ian s  c a lle d  a  "coup" 

s t ic k  which s t a f f  they  alw ays c a r r ie d  in  war dances and c e re m o n ia ls .^  

On Ju ly  28 the  In d ia n s  a ttem pted  to  surround P o r t  Beno to  

d r iv e  o f f  the s to c k , bu t they were n o t su c c e s s fu l. The fo llo w in g  

day a  c i t i z e n  t r a i n  was a tta c k e d  a t  Brown's Springs which was fo u r  and 

a h a l f  m ile s  eastw ard of th e  south  fo rk  of the  Cheyenne and n o r th  of

^Report of Ju ly  2*f, L ie u te n a n t Wands to L i t c h f i e ld ,  M icrofilm , 
#355* Wai* D epartm ent.

10D avia, o£. o i t . , p . 75.
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P o r t  Beno. E ig h t men were k i l l e d  and two were wounded; one of them ,

d ie d  l a t e r .  The men were w ell aimed w ith  Henry r i f l e s  and o th e r

weapons. The fo rc e  o f In d ian s  was l e s s  th en  e ig h ty , and they  claim ed

to  he f r i e n d ly .  But one man was k i l l e d  by an  In d ia n  who, j u s t  a f t e r

shaking' hands w ith  him and accep tin g  tobacco , sho t him in  the  back.

Some of the  p a r ty  were in  p u rs u i t  o f  game and some in  p u r s u i t  of

In d ian s  on th e  h i l l .  Two were in  advance and were sho t w hile

p a rle y in g  a  m ile  from th e  camp. On t h i s  d a te  C arring ton  se n t a  l e t t e r

to  Omaha s t a t in g  th a t  a g g re ss iv e  o p e ra tio n s  had begun in  h i s  r e a r

a re a  and th re a te n e d  h is  comnuni c a t  io n s . He a lso  adv ised  the  departm ent

of what he thought was the  a b so lu te  f a i l u r e  of the  P o r t  Laram ie T rea ty
11as f a r  as i t  a f fe c te d  h is  command. This r e s u l te d  in  the in v e s t ig a t io n

by B r ig a d ie r  General Hazeu.

On August 3 , 1866, the  m ail p a r ty  of twenty men was a tta c k e d

by th re e  hundred In d ian s  in  the v a lle y  o f  the Tongue K iv e r. The

p a r ty  of L ie u te n a n t B rad ley , r e tu rn in g  from P o r t  Sm ith, was a ls o

a tta c k e d  and the  gu ide, named Brennan, was k i l l e d  and sca lp ed  w hile

le a d in g  th e  wagon t r a i n .  This kep t up f o r  se v e ra l hours b e fo re  the

In d ian s  l e f t .  On the  n in th  the  wood t r a i n  going to  ge t lum ber was

a tta c k e d  and fo u r  mules were d riv en  o f f .  One In d ian  was k i l l e d  and 
12

an o th e r wounded.

1XU. S. War D epartm ent, P ilm  355* L e t te r  from C arring ton  to  
L i t c h f i e ld ,  Ju ly  29, 1866.

12
U. S. War D epartm ent, Pilm  355 • L e t te r  from C arring ton  to 

L i t c h f i e ld ,  August 3> 1866.
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September was e s p e c ia l ly  busy fo r  the In d ia n s . On September 8 

a t  s ix  o 'c lo c k  in  the  m orning, a  c i t i z e n  t r a in  was f i r e d  on. Two days
17

l a t e r  government h e rd e rs  rep u lsed  th e  In d ia n s . J  On the  th i r t e e n th  

a  c i t i z e n  hay p a r ty  was a tta c k e d  and one v/as k ild  ed w hile  two hundred 

n ine c a t t l e  were d r iv e n  o f f .  Captain T. Ten Eyck* the  p o s t commander 

of P o r t  P h il  Kearny, was sen t to  r e l ie v e  the hay p a r ty .114 The next 

day P r iv a te  Allando G i lc h r is t  was k i l l e d  in  a  r a id .  Ridgeway G lover, 

a  c i t i z e n  a r t i s t ,  who was se n t to draw p ic tu re 's  by a  New York p ap er, 

went o u t in  a g e o lo g ica l to u r w ithout perm ission  and was unarmed. He

was found two m iles from the f o r t :  naked, sca lp ed , and h is  back c l e f t
1 R "lb

w ith  a  tomahawk. ~ On the  f i f t e e n th  P r iv a te  P e te r  Johnson was k i l l e d .

Then the  In d ian s  s to le  fo r ty -e ig h t  head of c a t t l e  on the  sev en teen th .

September 20 the In d ian s  a tta c k ed  ano ther c i t iz e n  o u t f i t ,  bu t r e l i e f

from P o r t Kearny saved them. On the  fo llo w in g  day th e  hay p a rty  from

the  f o r t  was surrouno.ed, but fo r ty  in fa n try  men came and e sc o rte d  the
17group w ithou t t ro u b le . Two days l a t e r  the  In d ian s  a ttac k ed  and 

drove o f f  tw enty-four head of c a t t l e  belong ing  to a  government

S. War D epartm ent, Film  355* R eport o f September 12, 186b, 
C arring ton  to  L i tc h f ie ld .

i d
u . S. War D epartm ent, Film  355* C arring ton  to L i tc h f ie ld ,  S ep t. 13,

136b.
IF" I b i d . , S ep t. i d ,  L e t te r .

I b i d . ,  S ep t. 16 , L e t te r ,  

h b id . . .  S ep t. 20, L e t te r .



co n tra c to r. On the sane day Captain Brown, w ith  tw enty-th ree  men,

stood o f f  repeated Sioux charges aril L ieu tenant Matson in  another

area found three teamsters k i l le d  and scalped. They belonged to  a

group o f f if ty -s e v e n  men who had s p l i t  up in to  small p a rt ie s  and were

hunting in  the area. These men had been.under repeated Ind ian  a ttacks

fo r  two days. A lso on September 23 c it iz e n ,  Casper I I . Walsh, was
ISk i l le d  w h ile  p ro te c tin g  h is  c a t t le .  Three days la te r ,  however,

Colonel Carrington o p t im is t ic a l ly  reported th a t he d id  not " th in k
IQ

the Ind ian  troub les (would) be permanent o r g e n e ra l."  J

The next day P riva te  P a tr ic k  Smith was scalped a liv e  and

m o rta lly  wounded w ith  arrow's. L a te r th a t day the In d ia n  p a rty  v.ko 

k i l le d  P riva te  Smith crossed the P iney. There wTere f i f t e e n  and they

passed eastward through the bushes of the L i t t l e  Piney ju s t  south of

the i c r t  and were f i r s t  discovered when they t r ie d  to  cu t o f f  the 

p icke ts  on the p icke t h i l l s  east o f the f o r t .  The p ickets 'd ism ounted 

and s ta rte d  th e ir  horses fo r  the pos t, the horses re ce iv in g  the arrows 

as the p icke ts  dashed through the Ind ians . The p icke ts  f e l l  back 

toward the f o r t  and were immediately supported by a mounted fo rce  o f
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twenty men. T his was rep ea ted  as th e re  were two o th e r  p ic k e t a t ta c k s

l a t e r .  Also on th a t  day a  m ining p a r ty  of f o r ty  men were a tta c k e d  and 
20two were k i l l e d .

The r a id s  occurred  alm ost d a i ly  e i th e r  a tta c k in g  wagon t r a i n s ,

s u t l e r s ,  o r wood t r a in s  u n t i l  O ctober; then the In d ia n s  went on t h e i r

b u ffa lo  h u n t. The Departm ent of the P l a t t e  a t  Ctaaha sen t some f a c t s

to  C arring ton  th a t  had been found up and down the B ig Horn reg io n .

F i r s t ,  th e  In d ian s  were w ell armed w ith  rev o lv e rs  and r i f l .e s ,  Eed Cloud

was in  command and some of the In d ian s  could speak very  good E n g lish .

The Sioux were determ ined  to  burn th e  co u n try , c u t o f f  army s u p p lie s ,

and hamper every  movement o f the w h ite s . Also when dead In d ian s  were

searched , som ethirg was always found th a t  had been purchased  a t  F o r t  
21

L aram ie.

W inter was s e t t l i n g  on the p la in s  and, a lthough  no snow was 

on the p o s t ,  fo u r  f e e t  could  be found w ith in  a. m ile  o f i t .  The h i l l s  

were b a re , b u t due to  th e  wind, the  ra v in e s , v a lle y s , and gulches 

were f u l l  of snow making t r a v e l  d i f f i c u l t .  The w eather was co ld  and 

the  tem pera tu res hung around zero .

W ith ’the f o r t  completed in  O ctober, w in ter a t  hand and f i n a l

I b i d . ,  S ep t. 27» 1S66, L e t te r  from C arring ton  to  Cooke. 

I b i d . ,  Bov. 5 , lS 6b , L e t te r  from Cooke to  C arrin g to n .



p re p a ra tio n s  fo r  w in te r alm ost com pleted, the Department of the  P l a t t e

se n t in s t r u c t io n s  to  Colonel C arring ton  f o r  a  w in te r  campaign.

C arrin g to n  Was in s t ru c te d  to  s t r ik e  the  Sioux w ith  a  s u rp r is e  a t ta c k

a g a in s t th e i r  w in te r  camps. nAn e x tra o rd in a ry  e f f o r t  i n  th e  w in te r ,

when th e  In d ian  h o rses  a re  u n se rv ic e a b le , i t  i s  b e lie v e d , should be

fo llow ed  by more success than  can be accom plished by very la rg e

ex p ed itio n s  in  the  summer, when the In d ian s  can  so e a s i l y 's c a t t e r
22in to  d e s e r ts  and m ountain h id in g  p la c e s  alm ost beyond p u r s u i t . ”

Colonel C arrin g to n  r e p l ie d  th a t  an o ffe n s iv e  o p e ra tio n  a t  t h i s  

time was im possib le  w ith  h is  f o r c e . ^  In d ian  a c t iv i t y  was very l im ite d

and, acco rd ing  to  C arring ton , the In d ian  problem ,was over. November 2 J t 

1866, th e  Departm ent o f the  P la t t e  sen t a  telegram  s ta t in g ,  uI t  i s  

im possib le  to take  th e  o ffe n s iv e  t h i s  season , excep t you can manage 

to  s u rp r is e  Bed Cloud in  w in te r  camp by in f a n t ry .  Two or th ree  

hundred in fa n try , w ith  s u f fe r in g  p e rh ap s , m ight thus accom plish more

than  two thousand tro o p s in  summer. I have reason to  b e lie v e  th e re
oila re  w hites w ith  the  In d ia n s . Never sp a re -th em .”

But C arring ton  fs o rd e rs  to h i s  o f f ic e r s  were only  to r e l ie v e

22
I b i d . ,  Nov. 12 , 1366, L i t c h f i e ld  to  C a rrin g to n .

23
-'I b i d . , Nov. 17, 1366, C arring ton  to Cooke.

2k
I b i d . ,  Nov. 27* 136b, Telegram , C arring ton  to  Cooke.



those p a rt ie s  attacked by Ind ians and under no circumstances to encage 

or pursue then. Iro n  the East, however, came a. dashing o f f ic e r  who 

m s lead ing fo r  excitem ent. His name w^c V J il l im  Judd I O tto m a n .

-h is  nevrccracr, plus m o th e r event, was to have a la s t in g  e ffe c t 

open h or t  P h il Kearny,

V ir ile  Colonel Carrington expected to have by December 21., the 

la s t  o f the w in te r 's  wood supply cu t, the period  o f the b u ffa lo  hunt 

vas lik e w is e  over. I  he I n d i a n s  could now give th e ir  complete a tte n tio n  

to the d e s tru c tio n  o f the hated f o r t 'a t  the fo lk s  of Piney Creek.



CHAPTER i n

APTSR THE BUFFALO HDHT

December was n o t th re e  days o ld  when P re s id e n t Andrew Johnson 

in  h i s  message to Congress s ta te d  th a t  “ t r e a t i e s  have been concluded 

w ith  the  In d ia n s , who have u n c o n d itio n a lly  subm itted  to  our a u th o r i ty  

and m an ifes ted  an e a rn e s t d e s ire  f o r  a  renewal o f f r ie n d ly  r e l a t i o n s . ,f̂

In  the  meantime the  In d ian s  on the p la in s  had f in is h e d  th e i r  b u ffa lo  

hunt and had made ready f o r  the w in te r . A lready the snow was so deep 

a3 to  a llow  only an o ccasio n a l t r i p  to  the  p in ery  from P o r t P h il  Kearny. 

While C arrin g to n  n o tic e d  an in c re a se  i n  In d ian  a c t iv i t y ,  he s t i l l  was 

no t p a r t i c u l a r ly  alarm ed and d id  n o t g rasp  the  se rio u sn ess  of' th e  

s i tu a t io n .  Problems in s id e  th e  f o r t  were o f more concern . One d e a l t  

w ith  an  o f f ic e r  by the  name o f W illiam  Judd Fetterm an who was lo o k in g  

f o r  an In d ian  f i ^ a t .

F e tten n an  had been rea red  in  army l i f e .  When the C iv il War 

s ta r te d ,  he had Jo ined  th e  army. D uring the war he was tw ice b re v e tte d  

fo r  g a l la n t  and m e rito r io u s  s e rv ic e , once a t  the  b a t t l e  o f M urfreesboro 

and a g a in  a t  the b a t t l e  of Jonesboro . A fte r  the  war Fetterm an was 

t r a n s fe r r e d ,  September 21, 18Sb, to  the  27th  In fa n try  w ith  the  rank

^Hebard, Bozeman T r a i l , Vol. I ,  p . 295-
p
A p in e ry  i s  a  grove of p ine t r e e s .
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of*Captain and sent out to f o r t  P h il Kearny to re p o rt to Colonel

C arring ton . He was a gen ia l and dashing p e rs o n a lity  arid a t once

Vogue popular s o c ia lly .  He was also w e ll l ik e d  by h is  subordinate

o f f ic e rs  and men. He was not fa m i l ia r  w ith  f r o n t ie r  cond itions  or

w ith  In d ia n  w arfare. He also held a ra th e r contempt ■nous view o f the

conservatism of C arring ton. Before December 21, Fetterman on one

occasion declared he could r id e  sa fe ly  through the In d ia n  country

wi th e ig h ty  m e n . 3

Another young o f f ic e r ,  who wa.s to  take pa rt in  the massacre-

on December 21, was lie u te n a n t George V/. C-runmond. He had passed

through the C iv i l  Vhr w ith  honor as a Captain in  the F ir s t  M ichigan

Volunteers, then an a m ajor, and la te r  as a L ieu tenan t Colonel of

the fo u rte e n th  Michigan Volunteers. F in a l ly  he was b reve tted  a
hB rre a d ie r General of the United S ta les Volunteers.

Also in  the group was Captain F rede rick  H. Brown v/ho was a 

very good f r ie n d  o f Captain Fetterman. Frown was to  re tu rn  to  the 

East soon, but he wanted to  have one mere good f ig h t  w ith  the Ind ians 

before he l e f t .  C arring ton  pe rson a lly  be lieved th a t Brown in fluenced  

Fetterman to  disobey orders. Captain Brown had entered the E ighteenth

U. S. h’a r Department F ilm  General Orders I ,  January 1,
lsG y.
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U nited  S ta te s  In fa n try  in  lS 6l  among some o f  the  f i r s t  r e c r u i t s .^  He 

was very  d a rin g  d o th  in  the  C iv il VJar and around the p o s t .  T his 

a t t i tu d e  toward a c tio n  appealed  to Fetterm an so when he l e f t  th e  p o s t 

on December 21, a lthough  Brown was n o t one of those  s e le c te d  to go, 

h is  body was found among the dead.

On December 6 , th e re  occurred  an in c id e n t which rev ea led  the  

danger th a t  th rea te n ed  th e  command of Colonel C arring ton  and s e t  up 

the d re s s  re h e a rsa l f o r  fu tu re  a ttem p ts  a t  a n n ih i la t io n .  At one 

o ’c lock  in  the  a fte rn o o n , a  m essenger rep o rte d  to  the  g a rr iso n  th a t  

the  wood t r a in  was under a t ta c k  by In d ian s  about fo u r  m ile s  away. 

C arring ton  im m ediately had every h o rse  a t  the p o st mounted. F or the  

main r e l i e f  he sen t out a  column of f o r ty  men under F e tte im an . He le d  

in  person  a  f la n k in g  p a r ty  to  cu t o f f  the r e t r e a t  of th e  In d ia n s .

The mercury was below zero . C a rrin g to n , u n fo r tu n a te ly , was thrown 

in to  the w ater of Peno Creek when h is  horse stum bled, b reak ing  

through the  ic e  and th u s  delayed  h is  a r r i v a l .

Fetterm an  found the  v/ood t r a in  in  the  c o r r a l  s tan d in g  o f f  the  

a t ta c k  w ith  su ccess . C arring ton  had developed a  system  fo r  b u ild in g  

a  c o r ra l  under Ind ian  a tta c k  which was g e n e ra lly  successfu l., i f  

com pleted. The wagon t r a i n ,  vary ing  from tw en ty -fiv e  to  f o r ty  wagons,

5I b id .
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went in  two p a r a l le l  l in e s  about th re e  hundred f e e t  a p a r t .  A fte r 

the  wagons l e f t  the  p o s t u n t i l  they  reached  th e  p in e ry , th e re  were 

mounted p ic k e ts  on e i t h e r  f la n k . One e s p e c ia l ly  dangerous p la c e  was 

on the c r e s t  of the S u ll iv a n t  H i l l s .  As soon as an In d ian  alarm  was 

g iven , th e  f r o n t  wagons were to  move on th e  t r o t  or run  form ing a  

c i r c le  w ith  th e  mules be ing  h a lte d  so the  wagon would a c t as p ro te c t io n  

in  f r o n t  of them. W ith t h i s  method a  c o r r a l  could  be qu ick ly  made w ith  

the most p o ss ib le  d e fe n se ,^

These a t ta c k in g  In d ian s  r e t r e a te d  a.s the r e l i e f  p a r ty  approached 

and were pursued f o r  about f iv e  m ile s  when they  tu rn ed  and s ta r te d  to  

f ig h t  ag a in . J u s t  as th e  f ig h t in g  began most of th e  c a v a lry , under 

the  command of L ie u te n a n t Bingham, broke away le a v in g  Fetterm an  and 

some fo u r te e n  o th e rs  surrounded on th re e  s id e s  by th e  In d ia n s . He 

h e ld  them o f f  u n t i l  C arring ton  came in  s ig h t  and the In d ia n s  f l e d .  

C arring ton  was a lso  ab le  to  save L ie u te n a n t George Grummond and th re e  

o th e rs  who had been cu t o f f .  Seven In d ia n s  were ho ld ing  down Grummond 

w ith  f i r e  u n t i l  C a rrin g to n , moving from h ig h e r ground, was ab le  to  

d r iv e  the  a t ta c k e rs  o f f .  Why L ie u te n a n t Binghsm r e t r e a te d  w ith  h is  

c av a lry  and l e f t  Fetterm an was never exp la in ed  s in c e  the  In d ian s  

k i l l e d  him and h is  f i r s t  se rg e a n t, w h ile  se v e ra l o th e rs  in  h is  command

Ib id .
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were wounded. The In d ia n s , once the f ig h t  was over, disappeared over
7

the h i l l s ,  and C arrington hod no fo rce  w ith  which to  fo l lo w . '

Colonel Carrington wrote on December 8, h is  re p o rt o f the f ig h t

to the department o f the P la tte  s ta t in g  th a t the In d ia n  fo rce

consisted of over three hundred braves. He gave great c re d it  to

Fetterman, Captain Brown, and L ieu tenan t Wands f o r  th e ir  actions

during  the f ig h t  and mentioned the ac tions  o f L ieu tenan t Bingham as

im possib le . C arrington d id  in c lu d e , however, a statement from a

seigear.t which said th a t the horse o f L ieu tenan t Bingham’had run

&vgy w ith  him. In  th is  le t t e r  C arring ton  sa id  Fetterman fo llow ed

8orders com plete!;/. C arrington a lso repeated h is  request f o r  more

men and o f f ic e rs  and s ta ted  he was unable to take the o ffe n s ive

because o f the defenses which constan tly  had to be m ainta ined.

'The Ind ians d id  not again cause tro u b le  u n t i l  December 19, when
Q

a wood t r a in  was once more a ttacked ," Captain Janes Powell went to 

i t s  rescue w ith  orders no t to pursue the Ind ians, but on ly to  d r iv e  

them o f f .  On December 20, Ca.riing.ton escorted the wood t r a in  w ith  

e igh ty  men w ithout in c id e n t. His re p o rt o f the tw e n tie th  gave three 

hundred and f i f t y  men as s treng th  a t the f o r t  which included s o ld ie rs ,

S. War Department F ilm  356, Reoort o f C arring ton  to  
L i t c h f ie ld ,  December 8, 18ob.

S
I b id .

9I b id . ,  L e t te r ,  C arring ton to L i t c h f ie ld ,  December 20, 1866.
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c iv i l ia n s ,  employees, teamsters, and p risone rs  in  the guardhouse.

For the once-n-week m a il p a r t ie s , which were requ ired , an escort o f 

twelve icon was needed to provide p ro te c tio n . Several o f these were 

cut o f f ,  but orders from  Omaha in s is te d  upon a weekly re p o rt and m a il 

p a r t y . ^

The morning o f December 21, was b r ig h t and c le a r . While the 

h i l ls id e s  were covered w ith  heavy snow, the ground between the tim ber 

and the f o r t  was bare. The temperature was below zero. The la s t  wood 

t r a in  o f the year was to go to the fo re s t fo r  lumber and re tu rn  w ith  

i t s  f in a l  loa d . F o r t P h il Kearny was ready to h ibernate  f o r  the 

w i n t e r .^

Then the p i civets on S u lliv a n t h i l l s  at eleven o 'c lo c k  in  the 

morning signa led the f o r t  th a t the wood t ra in  was again under a tta ck . 

Since the alarm was sounded almost d a ily ,  C arrington q u ick ly  m obilised  

and prepared fo r ty -n in e  men from h is  own E ighteenth Regiment and 

twenty-seven men from the N in th  Cavalry to go to  the r e l ie f  of the 

wood t r a in ,  hie f i r s t  gave the command to -Captain James P ow e ll, w ith  

L ieu tenan t Grummond in  command o f the cava lry , but Captain fe tte rm an  

begged to be given the command and claimed the r ig h t  on account of

"'•Department o f the P la tte  F ilm  3 5b» Co bob o r, 1366, he? sage, 
i t e h f ie ld  to  C arring ton .I



s e n io r i ty .  C arring ton  g ran ted  the  re q u e s t, b u t warned Fetterm an  no t

to  fo llo w  the  In d ian s  beyond Lodge T r a i l  H idge, ‘an e le v a tio n  a  sh o rt

d is ta n c e  southw est o f the  f o r t .  C a rr in g to n 's  o rd ers  to  fe tte rm a n

were to  "support the  wood t r a in ;  r e l ie v e  i t ,  and re p o r t  to  me. Do

not engage or pursue In d ian s  a t  i t s  expense. Under no c ircum stances

pursue over the  r id g e , (Lodge T ra i l  Hidge) as p e r  map in  your

p o sse s s io n ."  Then C arring ton  gave th e  same o rd e rs  to  L ieu ten an t

Grummond and in c lu d ed  w ith in  these  o rd e rs  th a t  Grummond should no t

le a v e  F e tte rm an . Then, as F etterm an  l e f t  the  p o s t ,  Colonel C arrin g to n
12c a l le d  him and re p e a te d  the  o rd e rs .

A s im ila r  in c id e n t  happened n e a r ly  te n  y ea rs  l a t e r  when G eneral 

Gibbons c a l le d ,  "Now, C uste r, d o n 't  be greedy , bu t w a it f o r  u s . "^3 

And w ith  the  same e f f e c t ,  f o r  bo th  men met t h e i r  f a t e  w ith in  sev en ty - 

f iv e  m ile s  of one a n o th e r .

As th e  command l e f t  the f o r t ,  f iv e  In d ian s  appeared and watched 

.th e  fo rc e . C aptain Fetterm an was eager f o r  a  f i g h t ,  and w ith  him, 

alm ost to  the number, was the fo rc e  of men th a t  he had e a r l i e r  c l a i m e d  

cou ld  be used to  r id e  s a fe ly  through the In d ian  co u n try . He re lie v e d  

the  wood t r a i n  and rushed on b j . J u s t  why he ignored  the  e x p l i c i t

12-
A rin in s to o l, F ig h tin g  In d ian  h a r r i e r s , p. 32.

13
~ • • B a r t l e t t ,  H isto ry  of Wyoming (Chicago: S. S. C larke
P u b lish in g  Company, lQ lS)7  p . 2 8 7 7 ----------
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o rd e rs  from Colonel C arring ton  w i l l  never be known, b a t Fetterm an  

moved back of the S u ll iv a n t  H i l l s ,  p robab ly  w ith  the  in te n t io n  of 

c a t t in g  o f f  th e  a tta c k in g  p a r ty  from th e  main body o f the S ioux.

Crazy H orse, who was lea d in g  th e  r a id in g  p a r ty ,  s k i l l f u l l y  le d  th e  

tro o p s on up to Lodge T ra i l  Ridge a long  i t s  e n t i r e  le n g th  and down 

to  the lower ground beyond. Tne t r a p  of th e  decoy p a r ty  worked 

p e r f e c t ly .  There were none o f the u su a l m is tak es ; no l i t t l e  groups 

o f w a rr io rs  rushed out ahead of .tim e to  warn the  tro o p s  of th e  danger. 

Tne decoy p a r ty  a c tu a l ly  f in is h e d  i t s  work and gave the s ig n a l 

b e fo re  any of the w a rr io rs  charged.

As the  In d ian s  suddenly appeared  from t h e i r  p la c e s  of 

concealm ent and rushed  fo rw ard , the mounted troops h a s t i ly  r e t i r e d  

to  th e  r id g e , the  in ia n t ry  tak ing  a  p o s i t io n  p a r t  way up th e  slope  

among the  ro ck s . Here they fough t u n t i l  most of the  men were down. 

Then the  su rv iv o rs  ran  to  jo in  th e  mounted tro o p s  who r e t i r e d  along 

the  r id g e ,  b u t they were p re s e n tly  surrounded near the  p o in t  where 

a  monument was l a t e r  e re c te d . The tro o p s  .re le a se d  th e i r  h o rses and 

took cover among tn e  ro ck s . Then they  .fought u n t i l  the  l a s t  man 

was k i l l e d . ^

When th e  f i r i n g  s ta r te d ,  C a rrin g to n , on th e  o th e r  s id e  of

B a r t l e t t ,  ojo. e f t . ,  p . 287» and Hebard, op. c i t . , p . 313*
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ledge T r a i l  Fudge, ordered Captain Ten Eyck to re in fo rc e  fe tte iv .s n , 

fe tte rm an reached lodge T r a i l  Hidge a l i t t l e  before noon, and Captain 

Ten Eyck v i th  seven ty -s ix  ir.en a rr iv e d  about an hour la te r .  He heard 

f i r in g ,  and, cn reaching the r id g e , found the v a lle y  below f u l l  of 

Ind ians oho chad1 enned him to cone dov.m and f ig h t .  When the r e l ie f  

p a rty  looked down from the top o f Lodge T r a i l  Hidge, no so ld ie rs  

could be soon, but a l l  over the v a lle y  and. above, a l l  along the r id ge  

running down to Clear Creek, were Ind ians r id in g  about and shouting 

th e ir  v;r.r c r ie s , c e le b ra tin g  .3 trium ph. They made no movement in  the 

d ire c tio n  o' Ten Lyek. Ten Eyck sent a messenger to  re p o rt to 

C crrir.^ ton , then moved 0 T  the r id g e  to the b a t t le  scone. The Ind ians 

giv.cnp  ̂ly  v 1 tuur e\...

Tan Hyck icuud the bodies o f Hetterman aiid s ix ty - f iv e  others 

ly in g  in  a sr.ace net q u ite  fo r ty  fe e t square. That evening, wagons 

brought in  the bodies of fo r ty -n in e  :i.en a n d  the o thers were recovered

the next day. fe tte rm an and h is  e n tire  command o f eighty-one o f f ic e rs
/

and U1a i hed been destroyed.. Hot ore men liv e d , nor d id  t  ose v/ho cnme 

upon the b d  t ie r  round. a fte rw ard  fe r r e t  the te r r ib le  d e s tru c tio n  o f 

ha...on l i f e  th e ir  eyes beheld, i l l .  the bodies were naked and those 

who had been taken a liv e  were to rtu re d  to death. Eyes bad been te rn

out aiid placed cn rocks, noses and ears were cu t o f f ,  chins severed,

te c t li to rn  c u t, f in g e rs  cborg.ed o f f ,  b ra in?  removed , hands and fe e t 

cu t o f r , bodies penetrated with, spearheads, s t ic k s , and arrows,
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m uscles s la sh ed  from c a lv e s , th ig h s , stom achs, b acks, and axtns; r ib s  

se p a ra te d  by means of k n iv e s , and s k u lls  crushed , and hacked from 

trunks o f the body were p r iv a te  p a r t s  severed  aod in d e c e n tly  p laced  

on the  person ; e n t r a i l s  fallen ou t arid exposed. I t  taugh t a  le s so n  

wnich the  men a t  the Wagon Bom F ig h t were to  rem em ber.^

As no one l iv e d  to t e l l  what a c tu a lly  d id  happen, the only

con jecture  th a t could be made was by read ing the p o s itio n s  of the

corpses, fe tterm an .oust have f r ie d  to catch the Ind ians from  behind

as they le f  t  the corroded, wood t ra in .  He apparently moved dovrn the 

t r a i l  w ith  l i t t l e  re s is tan ce . Then, a t the r id g e  of lone Crock, he 

1 < t  a y u r t  of h is  f  orce os a rear guard arid continued. In  the trap  

prepared - Fettcri.m n, he fought o de lay ing  m.r.n'uever in  o rdsr to 

re tu rn  to the re a r g n g rl. X i i lo  he was re tre a t in g , a la rg e  fo rce  o f 

Ind ians cx rc lo d  ^ th in d  the eroup on the ridge  end su rprised  them.

i. m:i t io u  pa'i; iis ecu1 end tn i s time w ith  lhe ,ao lcy} - x seller,

and f iv e  or s ix  of the o ld e r ard b e tte r  shots a c tin g  as a covering 

d e ta i l ,  another re tre a t was tr ie d *  These vier-e overv.hkmed. Text 

the others vnjre ccm plcte ly surrounued. The a n u a it io n  must have been 

lev: ac the count o f ca rtr id g e s  and s h e lls  was sm all. The In d ia n s , tak
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advantage of th is  la ck  o f f i r e  power, closed fa s t  and fought hand to

hand w ith  the remaining troops. I t  was over q u ick ly , w ith  fe tte rm an

3nd hrovrn apparently shooting each o th e r, as to ld  by the powder burns

on th e ir  foreheads. Only s ix  o f the s o ld ie rs  were k i l le d  by b u lle ts .
l bA l l  were scalped and m u tila te d .

L ieu tenan t C-runnond had d ied  about a quarte r of a m ile  away 

from fe tte ri'nan. The six. vho stayed behind were k i l le d  in  a group.

The two c iv i l ia n s ,  Wheatley and. F isch e r, were close by w ith  f i f t y  

empty s h e lls  around them, ten dead pon ies, and s ix ty - f iv e  b ig  b lo ts  

o f blood. As was the custom o f the S ioux, they had recovered most o f 

th e ir  dead and wounded, so casu a ltie s  were d i f f i c u l t  to surm ise . ’*'7

There are vary ing  repo rts  as to  the number o f Ind ians k i l le d  

du ring  th is  encounter, but the lo ss  seems to be enough so* th a t Ten 

Dyck was not a ttacked, nor were the wagons re tu rn in g  w ith  the dead.

The f o r t  was safe from Ind ian  ra ids  o f any fo rc e  u n t i l  a f te r  the 

Sun D a n ce .^

Through the e f fo r ts  o f Frank k o n d e ll, a.member of Congress from 

Wyoming, the s ite  where-Fetterman su ffe red  h is  de fea t was marked by a

16
d a r le t t ,  op. c i t . , p. 2S3 .

7u. S. War Department F ilm  355» December 21, 2 6 , and 3 1 , ISbb, 
L e t te rs ,  C arring ton  to L i t c h f ie ld .

Id.
Hyae in  Fed C loud's Fo lk claimed the Sioux lo s t  fou rteen  

w a rr io rs . Red Cloud ndmitTec 'the lo ss  o f one hundred e igh ty  Sioux 
Ind ians years la te r .



monument e re c te d  by the  U. S. government on M assacre H il l 'a b o u t  f iv e  

m iles from the  s i t e  of F o r t  P h il  Kearny. The monument, b u i l t  o f 

b o u ld e rs , was d e d ic a ted  on Ju ly  H, 1908. Among those  p re se n t a t  the 

d e d ic a tio n  were General C arrin g to n  and a  few of the su rv iv o rs  of h i s  

command. F astened  to  th e  monument i s  a  bronze s h ie ld ,  which b e a rs  the 

fo llo w in g  in s c r ip t io n :  nGn th is  f i e l d  on th e  2 1 st day of December,

1866, th re e  commissioned o f f ic e r s  and s e v e n ty -s ix  p r iv a te s  o f the 

F i f t e e n t h  U nited S ta te s  In fa n try  and the  H in th  U nited  S ta te s  C avalry , 

and fo u r  c iv i l i a n s  under the command of C aptain  and B revet L ie u te n a n t 

Colonel W illiam  J .  F e tte rm an , were k i l l e d  by an overwhelming fo rc e  of 

S ioux under command of Bed Cloud. There were no su rv iv o rs .

The n ig h t of th i s  bloody m assacre a  f r i g h t f u l  b l iz z a rd  broke 

lo o se ; the therm om eter dropped to  more th an  tw e n ty -f iv e  d eg rees below 

zero . The-snow p i le d  so ra p id ly  a g a in s t  the  stockade th a t  fo rc e s  of 

men worked in  f i f t e e n  m inute s h i f t s  shoveling  i t  away to  p rev e n t d r i f t s  

from reach in g  a  h e ig h t where th e  In d ia n s  could  climb over the  s to ck ad e . 

But the  s e v e r i ty  o f th e  w eather k e p t th e  In d ian s  in  t h e i r  own s h e l te r s .  

Guards and snow -shovelers were changed every f i f t e e n  m inu tes. Even a t  

t h a t ,  many of them were bad ly  f r o s t b i t t e n .  L ig h ts  burned in  a l l  th e  

q u a r te r s .  Everybody expected  an a t ta c k  to  be made upon the  p o s t a f t e r

19B a r t l e t t ,  op. c i t . ,  p . 284.



The e n tire  post vac very s'i'iaken and the widow o f L ieu tenan t 

George Grumincnd, who had been in  coiounnd of the ca va lry , was p ro s tra t 

w ith  g r ie f .  Colonel C arring ton prepared a message fo r  the- co u rie r to 

send to General P. S t. George Cooke in  Omaha which a lso  showed h is  

la c k  o f re s tr a in t :

Do send me reinforcem ents fo r th w ith .  E xped ition  now w ith  my 
fo rce  im possib le. I  r is k  e ve ry th ing  but the post- and i t s  s to re s . 
I  venture as much as any one can bu t I  ha.ve had today a f ig h t  
unexampled in  Ind ian  w arfa re . fly loss  is  n in e ty - fo u r  (9*0 
k i l le d .

I  have recovered fo r ty -n in e  bodi.es and t h i r t y - f iv e  more axe 
to be brought in  in  the morning.

I  need prompt reinforcem ents and repeating arms. I  am sure 
to have an a c tive  w in te r and must have men and alias. Promptness 
is  the v i t a l  th in g .

Cry
Give me o f f ic e rs  and g ive me men.

The tone o f the le t t e r  and the two d if fe re n t  numbers given in  

one le t t e r  as to ca su a ltie s  were also to have a. d is tu rb in g  e f fe c t  

upon General Cooke in  Omaha. Before the le t t e r  could be d e live re d , 

however, someone had to  vo lun teer to r id e  through more than two 

hundred t h i r t y - s ix  m iles of unmarked, Ind ian  in fe s te d  country w ith  a 

b liz z a rd  rag ing  and the thermometer near tw e n ty -five  degrees below
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zero. I t  appeared to be almost c e r ta in  death. But John P h i l l ip s  

vo lunteered and rode in to  h is to ry  perform ing, in  the eyes o f the 

people of Wyoming, a f a r  g rea te r fe a t than the one accomplished by 

Paul. Bevcre.

John P h i l l ip s  came to the Pocky Mountains w ith  prospectors and

was a t P o rt P h il Kearny as a c iv i l ia n  employee when the massacre

occurred. He was nicknamed "Portugee" because he was born on F ays l,
22one of the Azores Is la n d s , o f Portuguese paren ts. P h i l l ip s

prepared fo r  the t r i p ,  C arrington gave him h is  own horse, the best on 

the pos t. P h i l l ip s  took a. few crackers and s. h a t fu l of feed f o r  h is  

horse. Just before he l e f t ,  P h i l l ip s  went to  Mrs. Grummond and gave 

her h ie  w o lf robe f o r  com fort and remembrance.

As he l e f t  the p o s t, everyone expected to  hear shots or screams, 

meaning the end o f th e ir  hope, but none was heard. P h i l l ip s  s lipped  

out in to  the n ig h t,  going through d r i f t s  th a t h id  the t r a i l  from 

three to f iv e  fe e t deep. The t r i p  to  F o rt Laramie requ ired  f iv e  

days. P h i l l ip s  rode a t n ig h t and h id  d u ring  the day. At one p lace 

he was pursued by Ind ians , but a f te r  he f i r s t  ou t-d is tanced  them, he 

gained a. h igh h i l l  where the Ind ians d id  not attempt to  get him. A t 

Horse S ta tio n  P h illip -s  stopped long  enough to send a w ire  tc  Omaha. 

Then P h i l l ip s  rode- on again, a r r iv in g  a t P ort Laramie on Christmas

22
*~Agnes "bright Spring, Chcyenne-Black H i l ls  Stage Koutes 

(The A rth u r H. C lark Company: G lendale, C a lifo rn ia , 19^9) , p.” lOH.



Zve. The o f f ic e rs  a t the post were having a gay b a l l  in  the o f f ic e r s ' 

qua rte rs . The appearance o f P h i l l ip s ,  p lus  the news he c a rr ie d , had 

a dampening e ffe c t on the p a rty  and on the pos t. The horse P h i l l ip s  

rede vxis dead from exhaustion on the parade ground and, a f te r  he had 

given h is  message, P h i l l ip s  fa in te d  on the f lo o r  a t the p a rty , due to 

over-exposure and the ordeal th a t he had undergone. A w ire  was 

immediately sent to the Department o f the P la tte  a t Omaha, and 

arrangements were made to  send P ort P h il Kearny a r e l ie f  p a r t y . ^

Ostrander, in  h is  au to-b iography, An Army Boy o f the S ix t ie s , 

re ca lle d  hearing P h i l l ip s  s ta te  th a t a t times he was as much as ten m ile  

o f f  the t r a i l .  P h i l l ip s  s t i l l ,  a t  tim es, had to contend w ith  Ind ians 

w h ile  o f f  the t r a i l .  The tra il-w a s  so w e ll p a tro lle d  by Ind ia n s , 

however, th a t any messenger who had fo llow ed  the t r a i l  would have 

c e r ta in ly  been k i l le d .

The Ind ians never fo rg o t th a t P h i l l ip s  was the hero Who .saved 

the f o r t .  He was c o n tin u a lly  hunted and harrassed by the Sioux. A t 

one time he was lassoed by them in  an attempt to capture him, but 

P h i l l ip s  escaped. At o ther times h is  c a t t le  were shot down and 

when he was hauling, wood fo r  the U. S. government g,t F o rt Fetterman, 

a band o f Ind ians drove o f f  and k i l le d  a considerable amount o f h is

01.son Bowles Ostrander, An Army Boy o f the S ix t ie s  (World 
Book Cor-.ppny: Hew York, Hew York, T$£d) p."~"27 l .

2p
House Beport, Ho. 1Q12.



s tock . In  1916 Congress gave to  h is  widow f iv e  thousand d o lla rs  as 

payment on liv e s to c k  s to len  by the Ind ians  in  1S72 and in  re c o g n itio n

01 the r id e  he made. House Report 'Number 1912 sa id , MIn  a l l  the 

annals of heroism in  the face o f unusual dangers and d i f f i c u l t ie s  on 

the American f r o n t ie r ,  or in  the world  there  are few th a t can excel 

in  g a lla n try ,  in  heroism, in  devo tion , in  s e lf - s a c r i f ic e ,  and 

p a tr io t is m  the r id e  by P h i l l ip s .

As soon as the telegram concerning the massacre was received 

in  Omaha, General Cooke took a c tio n . He sent fo u r in fa n try  and two 

cava lry  companies to  the threatened post from F o rt Laram ie. They were 

commanded by General Henry W. W essells, who was given a d d it io n a l 

in s tru c t io n s  to re lie v e  Carrington in s ta n t ly .  General Cooke f e l t  

th a t C arring ton  was badly shaken by h is  fe a r o f a sudden a tta c k  arid 

th a t C arring ton  would not ac t a p p ro p ria te ly . Cooke also f e l t  th a t

C arring ton  d id  not m a in ta in  proper d is c ip lin e  and th a t h is  o f f ic e rs
28

had no confidence in  him. General Cocke, in  tu rn , was re lie v e d  by 

General Sherman because o f the massacre. General Cooke regarded th is  

as one o f the low p o in ts  01 h is  army career. He had g e n e ra lly  agreed
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w ith  C arring ton  on the m atter of equipment end. men, bat the army was 

being demobolized a f te r  the C iv i l  War and men were not a va ila b le . 

From h is  re p o rts , he also re a lize d  th a t the Ind ians were b e tte r  

aimed than the s o ld ie rs , as some had the-new repeater r i f l e .  Guns 

were being so ld to the Ind ians a t F o r t  Laramie and o the r p laces, 

because p o lic y  a t th a t time sta ted  th a t the Ind ians needed b e tte r  

weapons to hunt w ith  and would, th e re fo re , not be as upset w ith  the 

change th a t v;as ta k in g  p lace in  th e ir  hun ting  ground. The Ind ians 

agreed when they purchased the new r i f l e s  th a t they were going, to  

use them fo r  hun ting , bu t, o f course, they also had o the r uses f o r
00

t h e i r . . J

On the f r o n t ie r ,  C arring ton wrote h is  re po rts  concerning the 

massacre and the co n d itio n  of the f o r t .  H is re po rts  o f the f ig h t  

conta ined the general fa c ts  of the massacre, p lus a condemnation 

o f Captain Fetter,nan. The re p o rt s ta ted  th a t Fetterman had been 

reprimanded fo r  h is  ac tion s  on December 6, and th a t Fetterman had 

in s is te d .o n  lead ing  the command to rega in  C a rrin g to n 's  fa v o r. 

Fetterman had disobeyed o rde rs . The re p o rt w r it te n  January H, IS 6 7 , 

gave the fo llow ing : d e s c r ip tio n  o f the cond ition  o f the f o r t :

The g a rriso n  o f F o r t P h il Kearny was as fo llo w s : in c lu d in g

2 h u a . , p .  3 U 9 .
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m yse lf, d i s t r i c t ,  reg im en ta l, b a t ta lio n ,  and post s ta f f ,  seven 
o f f ic e rs ;  and fo r  du ty , in c lu d in g  those on e x tra  o r d a ily  duty 
as c le rks  o r o therw ise , 3^  o f f ic e rs  and men.

The nominal aggregate  p re s e n t  was 339* the  agg regate  
p ro p e r of the  command, in c lu d in g  te n  commissioned o f f ic e r s  
ab sen t and s o ld ie r s  a b sen t, the  s ic k , and th o se  i n  a r r e s t  was 
39S men.

The number of s e rv ic e a b le  h o rse s  a t  the  p o s t wa.s 37 , and 
u n se rv ic e a b le , 1 3 .

f o r t  P h il Kesrny was estab lished  amid h o s t i l i t ie s ,  . f i f t y -  
one skirm ishes have occurred. No disaster, o ther than the usual 
in c id e n ts  to border warfare occurred, u n t i l  gross disobedience 
of orders s a c r if ic e d  nearly  SO o f the choice men o f my command.^

f o r t  P h il Kearny was l iv in g  in  fe a r .  Colonel Carrington gave

orders to place the vromen and ch ild re n  in  the magazine in  case the

Ind ians came over the w a lls  o f the f o r t ,  aid. then in s tru c t io n s  were
■?1

to  blow up the magazine."''1'

Outside one o f the worst w in te rs  in  the h is to ry  of Wyoming 

enshrouded the re g ion . In s id e  the f o r t  l i f e  was co“ d, fe a r fu l ,  rnd 

hard. F o rt P h il Kearny was es tab lished  amid h o s t i l i t ie s ,  hardsh ip , 

and apprehension, and i t  was never to  lcnov: the f r ie n d ly  re la tio n s  

w ith  the Ind ians which P resident Johnson had made re ference on ly  a 

l i t t l e  more than a month be fo re .

S_. War departm ent Film  355* l e t t e r ,  January  W, 1267, 
C arring ton  to  Cooke.

FxYoung, The Test o f P h i l ip  S t. George Cooke, p. 3^0.



CHAPTER 17

l ie ’e  is s u e  the pqbt

T uring  the b r ie f  pe riod  T o r t P h i l  Kearny was in  exis tence , 

l i f e  around the f o r t  was always dangerous and hard. The temperature 

va ried  from fo r t y  degrees below zero in  the w in te r to  one hundred and 

ten degrees in  the summer. Ind ians , o r  the la c k  o f them, were always 

o f g reat importance and had to  be taken in to  cons ide ra tion  before 

any dec is ion  could be made. S u rv iva l was a s tru g g le .

The f o r t  was la id  out according to  the plans drawn up by 

Colonel C arrington and i t  was constructed under h is  d ire c t io n .  The 

f o r t  was completed on October 30. 186b, and in  ce le b ra tio n  o f the 

event, a h o lid a y  was given to  ra ise  the f la g  on a newly b u i l t  f la g  

po le . C arring ton c a lle d  the day "P repara tion  Pay" and gave a sh o rt 

speech d e d ica tin g  the f o r t  as a guardian to  the t ra v e le r  and a fo re 

runner to  c iv i l iz a t io n ,  w h ile  the band played a few songs to  

commemorate the occasion.^

The f o r t  was b u i l t  along conventional l in e s  (see sketch on page 

U3) . On the north  side o f the f o r t  were about e ig h t b u ild in g s  which 

were from l e f t  to r ig h t :  the h o s p ita l,  s u t le r 's  s to re , a d ju ta n t's

o f f ic e ,  guard house, qua rtom aste r department, team ste r's  qua rte rs ,

Speech presented by Colonel C arring ton , October 30* lS6b, 
C arring ton , My Army L i f e .
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and s ta b le s . Tlxe s tab les also ran the len g th  o f the east s ide of 

the f o r t .  Between the f o r t  and the Bozeman T r a i l  were the houses o f 

John P h i l l ip s ,  who rode to F o rt La ran ie  the day a f te r  Fetterman and 

h is  men were k i l le d ,  and Jim Y/he a lle y ,  a good f r ie n d  o f P h i l l ip s ,  

who vas k i l le d  w ith  fe tte rm an . On the west side of the f o r t  v.Tere 

three b u ild in g s  occupied by Company A, Company H, and Company 3  of  

the Twenty-seventh In fa n try .  Along the south o f the f o r t  were a 

number o f sm alle r b u ild in g s  which inc luded the th e a te r, o f f ic e r s ' 

qua rte rs , saw m ill, laund ry , commissary, as w e ll as some c iv i l ia n  

housing. The e n tire  post was e n c irc le d  by a w a ll th a t va ried  in  

he igh t from fo u r  to  ten fee t, and in  the w a ll there  were fo u r gates. 

Two gates were on the n o rth  s ide ; the main gate which opened onto 

the Bozeman T r a i l ,  and the o ther a sm a lle r gate th a t opened from 

the s th o le s . On the south side were the o ther two gates. One was 

on the l i t t l e  Piney Creek. This was c a lle d  the water gate and was 

the one from which John P h i l l ip s  rode w ith  the news o f the massacre. 

The m i l l  gate opened onto a wagon t r a i l ;  th is  was the gate Fetterman 

used the day he rode out to the wood t r a in  and to h is  death. There 

were sen try  boxes a t the gates where b lock  houses, occupied day and 

n ig h t,  guarded the northeast and northwest corners.

The area around the f o r t  was as w e ll se lected and planned as 

wan the in te rn a l co n s tru c tio n . The Piney Pdvers leave the mountains 

about f iv e  m iles from the po s t, and about f iv e  m iles  from each o th e r.
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Between the two, s h o rt ly  "before they u n ite , was a p la teau . I t  was 

covered w ith  good grass and was a gradual s lope. The p la teau  was 

f iv e  hundred by s ix  hundred fe e t w ith  some sides dropping in  a f o r t y -  

f iv e  degree angle. C arring ton  p rided  h im se lf i n  the p e rfe c t f ie ld  o f 

f i r e  i t  c o n tro lle d . On the c re s t was a. good growth o f pine, which 

C arrington fig u re d  was in e xh a u s tib le  and near enough so th a t two 

loads o f logs  could be hauled to the f o r t  in  one day. One p a r t o f 

the post touched the creek and the water was c le a r , co ld , and ra p id . 

The r i f l e s  o f the Ind ians could not reach the f o r t  w h ile  C arrington 

had a lso brought a r t i l l e r y  w ith  which he could f i r e  on the l u l l s  and 

slopes. A s ign a l h i l l , a h a lf  m ile  d is ta nce , commanded a. good view 

of the road eastward f o r  eleven m ile s , and on th is  h i l l  C arrington 

placed a p ic k e t du ring  the day to  sound the alarm of approaching 

Ind ians o r wagon tra in s .  About two m ile s  from the post wa.s found a 

ve in  o f c irm e l coal th a t could be used f o r  fu e l.

Another advantage to the f o r t  in  th is  lo c a t io n  .was the w ild

game. I t  was the center o f' the hun ting  grounds f o r  the Ind ians and

abounded-with bear, b u ffa lo ,  e lk , deer, ante lope, ra b b its ,  and sage 

hens. The Crow, Snake, Cheyenne, Arapahoe, and S ioux Ind ian  tr ib e s

roamed th is  area which they considered a sem i-neu tra l zone.  The

mountains about f iv e  m iles  from the f o r t  were f u l l  o f p ine , hemlock,
p

balsom, f i r ,  and spruce.

u. S. Department o f I n te r io r ,  Papers Ite ra tiv e  to  Ind ian  
O peration?, p . lk . ‘



52

A d e s c r ip t io n  of every day l i f e  a t  the f o r t  was reco rded  by 

the  widow of L ie u te n a n t George Gruramond. when she f i r s t  a r r iv e d , the 

f a m ilie s  had to l iv e  in  t e n t s .  Two te n ts  were p la c e d  to g e th e r  and 

th is  arrangem ent la s te d  in to  the w in te r  f o r  some of them. The new 

q u a r te r s ,  when ready , were occupied , b u t they h a rd ly - l iv e d  up to  the  

s tan d ard s  of modem l iv i n g .  The house of pine lo g s  c o n s is te d  o f th re e  

.rooms. P ie c e s  of sh e e tin g  or o ld  newspaper were used f o r  window shades. 

The c a rp e ts ,  made from gunny sack s , covered a  hard  d i r t  f lo o r .  Every 

item  in  th e  house except those  b rought from the  E ast were.made ou t of 

rough lum ber, b u t s tu r d i ly  c o n s tru c te d . Only n e c e s s i t ie s  were sh ipped 

in to  th e  f o r t .  The c o s t was betw een twenty and tw e n ty -fiv e  d o l la r s  

p e r  hundred pounds from the  M issouri R iver to  the m ountains. Then 

damage or d e s tru c t io n  of the  m erchandise was always a  t h r e a t .

Pood p r ic e s  were h ig h . B u tte r  so ld  f o r  se v e n ty -f iv e  c en ts  p e r  

pound in  the s u t l e r 's  s to r e .  V egetab les came d r ie d  in  la rg e  cak es.

The baker produced b read . The In d ian s  kep t reduc ing  the  c a t t l e ,  

tu rk e y s , and ch ickens, th a t  were brought in  o r ig in a l ly ,  a t  such a  

r a t e  th a t  even an o ccasio n a l egg became a. lu x u ry . Canned peaches and 

o th e r  f r u i t  which was brought in to  the s u t l e r 's  s to re  a t  T o rt P h i l  

Kearny so ld  fo r  one d o l la r  and se v e n ty -f iv e  cen ts  to two d o l la r s  p e r  

.can . M eats and fowl c o s t from two d o l la r s  and se v e n ty -f iv e  c en ts  to 

th re e  d o l la r s  p e r  can." The bacon and f lo u r  were o f te n  s p o ile d . The
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p r in c ip a l  d i e t  of .the p r iv a te s  was bacon, c o ffe e , b eans, ©nd f l o u r .  

N eedless to  say , many were in  the h o s p t i ta l  w ith  m a ln u tr i t io n  w hile 

o th e rs  s u f fe re d  s t i f f  j o in t s  and the  lo s s  o f te e th .

The pay of th e  c iv i l i a n s  and the  s o ld ie r s  was n o t commensurate 

to  the c o s t o f l iv in g  on the  f r o n t i e r .  The pay o f a  team ster was 

se v e n ty -f iv e  d o l la r s  a  month. T h is was considered  good, but i t  was

’’d i f f i c u l t  to  save any m oney.M*+ The pay of the  m i l i ta r y  in  1365 was 

s ix te e n  d o l la r s  pe r month fo r  a  p r iv a te ,  $12^9.50 a  y ear f o r  a  Second 

L ie u te n a n t, $1800 p e r y ea r f o r  a  C ap ta in , and a  year f o r  a

C o lone l.5

E nte rta inm en t on the  p o s t was l im i te d .  V iolence from the

o u ts id e  d is ru p te d  the  f o r t  o f te n . T his v io len ce  d id  no t c re a te  an

a i r  of exc item en t, b u t r a th e r ^ i t  made f o r  d e p re ss io n  and d re a r in e s s .

The women, to b reak  up th i s  mood, rode o c c a s io n a lly  w ith  the m ail

wagon to  f o r t  L aram ie. A f in e  d e s c r ip t io n  of a  s u t l e r ’s s to re  was

w r i t te n  by Mrs. C arring ton  a f t e r  one of h e r  t r i p s .

The long coun te r of k e s s r s .  S u l lo ck  and Ward v/as a  scene of 
seeming confusion  not su rpassed  in  any p o p u la r, overcrowded 
s to re  o f Omaha i t s e l f .  In d ia n s , d re sse d  and h a lf  d re sse d  and 
und ressed ; squaws, d re sse d  to  th e  same degree of com pleteness 
as t h e i r  noble lo rd s ;  papooses, a b so lu te ly  nude, s l ig h t ly  no t

ii
'I b i d . , p . 201.

^House E xecu tive  Document #12 , f o r t i e t h  Congress, F i r s t  
S ess io n .



nude or wrapped in  c a l ic o ,  bucksk in , o r f u r s ,  m ingled w ith  
s o ld ie r s  o f the  g a r r is o n , te a m s te rs , em ig ran ts, sp e c u la to rs , 
h a lf -b re e d s , and in te r p r e t e r s .  H ere, cups o f r i c e ,  sugar, 
c o ffe e , and f lo u r  we re be ing  em ptied in to  looped-up s k i r t s  
o f a  squa.w; and th e re , some t a l l  w arrior*w as grim acing  
d e l ig h t f u l ly  a s  he grasped and sucked h is  long  s t i c k s  of 
pepperm int candy. B rig h t shaw ls, red  squaw c lo th , b r i l l i a n t  
c a l ic o e s ,  and f la s h in g  rib b o n s passed  over the  same coun ter 
w ith  k n iv es  and tobacco., b ra s s  n a i l s ,  and g la s s  beads, and 
th a t  e n d le ss  ca ta logue  of a r t i c l e s  which belong to  the  
le g i t im a te  b o rd er t r a f f i c .  The room was re d o le n t of cheese 
and h e r r in g ,  and “heap of smoke"; w hile  th e  d e b r is  of- munched 
c ra c k e rs  ly in g  lo o se  u n d erfoo t fu rn ish e d  b o th  n u trim en t and 
employment f o r  the l i t t l e  b i t  o f In d ia n s  too b ig  to  r id e  on 
Mamma13 back , bu t too  l i t t l e  to  rea ch  the good th in g s  on th e  
c o u n te r  or s h e lv e s .°

In s id e  the f o r t  the  Sunday evening hymn s in g  a t  the  h ead q u a rte rs  

was the  h ig h  p o in t of the so c ia l  a c t i v i t y .  O ther ev en ts  on the  

c a len d e r were th e  v i s i t s  to  th e  q u a rte rs  of the  f iv e  o f f i c e r s 1 w ives 

on the p o s t .  The main to p ic  of c o n v ersa tio n  d e a l t  w ith  comparing ' 

n o tes  on cooking, sewing, v a rio u s  s te p s  o f advancement in  d i f f e r e n t  

a r t s ,  p r e v a i l in g  fa s h io n s  on d re s s ,  o f te n  an a l l  around s o c ia l  dance, 

games of card s or th e  a u th o rs ' game. A band r e c i t a l  a t  the  head

q u a r te rs  was a  b ig  o ccasio n .

The l i f e  of a  s o ld ie r  on the  p o s t was one of r e s t r i c t i o n s ,  

danger, and boredom. The amusements were very  l im i te d ,  f r a t e r n iz in g  

w ith  th e  In d ia n s , gam bling, and d r in k in g  were a b so lu te ly  fo rb id d en .
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C arrin g to n  was an a rd e n t a b o l i t io n i s t  and d e a l t  se v e re ly  w ith  any 

s o ld ie r  found drunk o r d i s o r d e r ly .7 One type of punishm ent was the  

’’h o b - t a i l  d is c h a rg e .” T his was ased  on one occasion  when a  s o ld ie r  

who. was to  be d ischarged  in  a  few days was found drunk. He was 

ordered  to  march around the  p o s t to  the  b ea t of th e  drum, then  se n t
O'

out of the f o r t .  Both of h is  le g s  were as s t i f f  as p o s ts  from the  

h ip s  down, the r e s u l t  of m a ln u tr i t io n . Another man who had been 

found drunk had h is  head shaved. Then he was branded w ith  a  h o t 

i ro n  and drummed ou t o f th e  army. At th a t  time i t  was su ic id e  to 

go a male from  the  f o r t  fo r  th e  In d ian s  watched the  road c o n s ta n t ly , 

l le i th e r  man was ever seen ag a in . I n  t h i s  way e ig h t men were sen t 

ou t of the  p o s t .  A nother punishm ent wa.s c a l le d  th e  "sp read  e a g le .”

A drunk s o ld ie r  was s t r e tc h e d  f u l l  le n g th  and t ie d  to  fo u r  te n t  

s ta k e s  a t  th e  guard house. The sun v:a.s in te n se  and th e  f l i e s  were 

th ic k . The man d ied  the  n ex t day. At T o r t Reno, when th is  

punishm ent was imposed, such a  r i o t  was s taged  th a t  i t  was not used 

again  a t  th a t  p o s t .9

The number of men in  an in fa n try  company would compare to  a  

la rg e  squad in  the  p re s e n t army o rg a n iz a tio n . A company of in fa n try  

s o ld ie r s  would be approxim ately  two hundred f i f t y ,  whereas the

Aj. S. hTar Departm ent Film  355. General O rders #3 , C a rrin g to n  
to t ro o p s ,  June 28, ISGG.

2T his was r e f e r r e d  to as be ing  drammed ou t of the  s e rv ic e .

-'W illiam Murphy, "The F o rg o tten  B a t ta l io n 1,1 Ann a ls  o f Wyoming, 
Vol. 7 , #1 , J u ly , 1 930 , pp . 383-dJOO.
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morning re p o r t  f o r  December 21, 186b, read  as fo llow s f o r  the s ix

com panies, mounted in f a n t ry  and guards:

Company A, Second B a tta l io n ,  E ig h tee n th  In fa n try  
Company C, Second B a t ta l io n ,  E ig h tee n th  In fa n try  
Company E, Second B a tta l io n ,  E ig h te e n th  In fa n try  
Company H,-Second B a t ta l io n ,  E ig h tee n th  In fa n try  
Company K, Second B a tta l io n ,  E ig h teen th  In fa n try  
Company C, Second U nited  S ta te s  C avalry 
Mounted In fa n try  
Guards fo r  th e  f o r t  
Wood p a r ty  guard

Company C had s ix ty  men when i t  l e f t  f o r  F o r t  P h i l  Kearny 

and Company K o r ig in a l ly  had f o r t y - f i v e . ^

Thus, l i f e  a t  F o r t  P h il  Kearny w ith  alm ost no f a c i l i t i e s  f o r  

amusement, food w ithou t v a r ie ty ,  and the  ev er p re s e n t  danger from 

the In d ia n s , l i t t l e  resem bled the f i c t i o n a l  account of l i f e  around 

the  f r o n t i e r  army p o s ts .

16 men 
13 men 
13 men 
13 men 
23 men 

8 men 
11 men 
32 men 
50 men

10u . s .  Departm ent of the I n t e r i o r ,  op. c i t . ,  L e t te r  of 
December 21, 186b.



CHAPTER Y

AFTER THE SUN DANCE

D uring th e  rem ainder o f the w in te r and on in to  sp rin g , F o r t

P h il  Kearny aw aited  the  renewal of In d ian  h o s t i l i t i e s .  The w in te r

was one o f th e  s e v e re s t  in  Wyoming h i s to r y .  General H. W. W essels,

who rep laced  Colonel C a rrin g to n , a r r iv e d  a t  F o r t  P h il  Kearny on

January  17* 1867, a f t e r  wading through snowbanks up to  fo u r  f e e t

deep . C arrin g to n  was o rd ered  to  lea v e  th e  f o r t  as  soon as he could

be read y . T h ere fo re , in  January , w ith  the tem pera tu res n e a r ly

f o r ty  d eg rees below zero , C arring ton  l e f t  w ith  h i s  w ife , the  widow
1

of L ie u te n a n t George Grummond, th e  band, and a  guard .

G eneral W essels a ttem pted  a  w in te r  campaign a g a in s t  the

In d ian s  b u t w ithou t r e s u l t s .  The s e v e r i ty  of th e -w e a th e r, p lu s  the

f a c t  th a t  th e  In d ian s  cou ld  no t be found , mode th e  w in te r  j u s t  a
2

s tru g g le  f o r  su rv iv a l a g a in s t th e  e lem en ts.

W essels, in  h is  l e t t e r s  to  th e  Departm ent of the  P l a t t e ,  

re p o r te d  a  com plete d isap p earan ce  of th e  In d ia n s . On A p ril 15 he 

req u ested  in fo rm a tio n  as to  the w hereabouts o f Red Cloud a f t e r  the  

F etterm an  M assacre. L a te r  in  th e  month W essels had a  conference

■̂ The widow of L ie u te n a n t George Grummond became the  second 
w ife  o f Colonel C arrin g to n  fo llo w in g  th e  d e a th  of Mrs. C a rrin g to n .

2
H afen, F o r t  L aram ie , p . 35^*



w ith  the  Cheyenne c h ie f s  in  an e f f o r t  to secu re  in fo rm a tio n  as to 

the  a c t i v i t i e s  o f the S ioux. In  a  l e t t e r ,  d a te d  June 20, W essels 

s ta te d  th a t  he had been u n su ccessfu l in  h is  e f f o r t s  to lo c a te  the  

Sioux. J

The b ig  q u estio n  a l l  a long  the Bozeman T ra i l  d u rin g  th e  sp rin g  

and summer concerned the  w hereabouts of th e  S ioux. What the  men a t  

F o r t  P h i l  Kearny d id  no t know was th a t  th e  Sibux. were busy w ith  p lan s  

to  a n n ih i la te  F o r t P h i l  Kearny and P o r t  C. P . Smith in  Montana.

•Bed Cloud had the Sioux to g e th e r  f o r  the  ceremony d u rin g  the  summer 

s o l s t i c e  c a l le d  th e  Sion Dance. He w a n ted 'to  a t ta c k  P o r t  P h i l  K earny, 

bu t o th e r  c h ie f s  in  th e  t r i b e  w ished to a tta c k  P e r t  C. P . Sm ith.

S ince no agreement cou ld  be reach ed , th e  t r ib e  s p l i t  up a l t e r  the  

Sun Dance. The Mini con jou. S ioux s t a r te d  toward P o r t  C. P . Smith 

w hile  Bed Cloud, le a d in g  the  r e s t ,  made ready f c r  an a t ta c k  upon 

P o r t  P h il  Kearny. A f ig h t  was to  fo llo w  a t  bo th  f o r t s ,  which in  

each in s ta n c e  was to be d is a s t ro u s  f o r  the  Sioux.

The b a t t l e  to follow ' a t  P o r t  P h il  Kearny was known as the  

Wagon Box F ig h t .  It- was fought on August 2, 1367. M il i ta ry  

h i s to r ia n s  co n s id e r i t  one of the most im portan t f ig h t s  in  U nited

J .  S . War Departm ent F ilm  755 • March 21, A p ril 15 , A p ril 26, 
and Ju re  20, IS 67, l e t t e r s  from W essels to  L i t c h f i e ld .
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S ta te s  w a rfa re , f o r  i t  p roved su c c e s s fu lly  the  use of b re e c h -lo a d in g  

r i f l e s .  The o f f i c e r  in  charge of th e  s o ld ie r s  p ro te c t in g  th e  wood

c u t te r s  was C aptain  James W. P ow ell.

C ap ta in  Powell had en te red  the  army a s  a  p r iv a te  a t  th e  

opening of th e  C iv il  War. Soon he was ra is e d  to  a  se rg ean t of the 

F i r s t  D ragoons, then  he was promoted to  second l ie u te n a n t  i n  1861, 

and f i n a l l y  to  c a p ta in  in  I 863. He re c e iv e d  the b re v e t of c a p ta in  

in  I 863 f o r  g a l la n t  and m e rito r io u s  conduct d u rin g  th e  A tla n ta  

campaign and a t  th e  b a t t l e  of Jonesboro , G eorgia. He was b re v e tte d  

a  m ajor on September 1 , 180+, f o r  g a l la n t  s e rv ic e  a t  Cbickamauga, 

and a  l ie u te n a n t  co lo n e l on August 2 , I 867, f o r  g a l la n t  conduct in  th e  

Wagon Box F ig h t a t  F o r t  P h il  Kearny. T h is l a s t  b re v e t was th e  

rew ard f o r  b ravery  and endurance .^  The fo llo w in g  year he was 

p laced  on th e  r e t i r e d  l i s t  o f the army, having been in c a p a c ita te d  

fo r  a c t iv e  se rv ic e  as a  r e s u l t  o f gunshot wounds rec e iv e d  a t  the 

b a t t l e  of Jonesboro . These wounds b o th ered  him even a t  th e  tim e o f 

the  Wagon Box F ig h t and w hile  he was p ro v id in g  p r o te c t io n  fo r  the  

wood-cut t e r  s .

The f irm  of Gilmore and P o r te r  had a  c o n tra c t  to  supply F o r t

Hebard, op. c i t . , p . 72 ,
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P h il  Kearny w ith  lo g s  f o r  th e  sawmill and firew ood f o r  the  w in te r . 

John P h i l l i p s ,  the  hero  who c a r r ie d  th e  message to  P o r t  L aram ie, had 

a  su b co n trac t w ith  Gilmore and P o r te r  to  d e l iv e r  lo g s .  In  o rd er to  

p ro te c t  t h e i r  s to ck  from n ig h t a t ta c k s  by the In d ia n s  and th e  f e a r  

of an o th e r m ajor f i g h t  w ith  the  In d ia n s , the  c o n tra c to r s  had b u i l t  

a  c o r r a l  out of wagons s ix  m ile s  w est of th e  f o r t  on a  le v e l  p la in .  

They had removed the  boxes from  t h e i r  wagons, fo u r te e n  of them, and 

had formed them in to  an oval shaped en c lo su re  in to  which th e  

c o n tr a c to r s ' s to ck  was d r iv e n  every n ig h t .  The p in e ry , where lo g s  

were be in g  c u t ,  was a  sh o r t  d is ta n c e  from the wagon box c o r r a l .  

S ev era l t e n ts  were p itc h e d  j u s t  o u ts id e  of the  c o r ra l  in  which the  

woodchoppers and s o ld ie r s  bunked. Seven thousand rounds of 

ammunition were in s id e  th e  c o rra l  and everybody was in s t r u c te d ,  in  

case of an In d ian  a t ta c k  a t  th e  p in e ry , to  r e t r e a t  to  the c o r r a l  

where a  good defense  could be made u n t i l  r e l i e f  a r r iv e d  from th e

f o r t .  Most o f th e  woodchoppers were from N ebraska a s  Gilmore and

£
P o r te r  o p e ra ted  out o f P la ttsm o u th .

Eed Cloud had about th re e  thousand w a rr io rs  w ith  him to  take  

th e  f o r t  by fo rc e ,  b u t when h is  sp ie s  re p o rte d  th e  workmen a t  th e

5
B r in in s to o l ,  F ig h tin g  In d ian  W a rr io rs , p . '51 .
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p inery*  Red Cloud changed h is  p la n s . The fo rc e  a t  th e  p in e ry  a t  

th a t  time had been reduced from f i f ty - c n e  to  th ir ty - tw o  a s  some of 

C a p ta in !P o w e ll’s. men had re tu rn e d  to  th e  f o r t .  The rem aining  men 

were s c a t te r e d  around the  a re a  p ro te c t in g  th e  l iv e s to c k  and perfo rm ing  

o th e r  d u t ie s .  C aptain  Pow ell was even busy ta k in g  a  b a th  in  th e  

c reek  when th e  In d ia n s  a ttack © !. Red Cloud decided  to  cu t o f f  th e  

e sc o r t  to the w ood-cu tte rs  and, by so do ing , le s s e n  to  th a t  e x te n t 

th e  f ig h t in g  fo rc e  o f th e  g a r r is o n . Thus Red Cloud f e l t  an 

o p p o rtu n ity  to cu t o ff  two fo rc e s ,  th e  men re tu rn in g  to  the f o r t  and 

the  o th e rs  guard ing  the s to c k , had a r r iv e d . The decoy t r i c k  was 

a ttem pted  ag a in , b u t the  w a rr io rs  cou ld  no t be r e s t r a in e d  and th ey  

rushed ou t o f t h e i r  h id in g  p la c e s  b e fo re  th e  p lan  could  be en ac te d . 

About two hundred of them stampeded the h o rse s  and th e  r e s t ,  w ith  

Crazy Horse in  command, a tta c k e d  th e  camp of th e  w o o d -cu tte rs , 

k i l l i n g  some men end s e t t i n g  th e  camp on f i r e .  Some o f the  workmen 

f le d  to  the f o r t  w h ile  a  few jo in e d  Pow ell. The fo rc e  in s id e  the 

wagon box, in c lu d in g  Powell and one o th e r  o f f i c e r ,  was tw e n ty -s ix  

s o ld ie r s  and fo u r c iv i l i a n s ,  one b e in g  John P h i l l ip s .

The men were w e ll armed and p rep a red  fo r  the  a t ta c k ,  h o s t  of 

them, in  g re a t f e a r  o f be ing  cap tu red  a l iv e  by the  In d ia n s , took 

the  shoe s t r in g s  out of th e i r  shoes and f ix e d  lo o p s to f i t  ov e r th e  

r ig h t  fo o t  and then  to  the  t r ig g e r s  of th e i r  r i f l e s .  In  t h i s  way, i f  

a l l  hope was l o s t ,  they could  k i l l  them selves in s te a d  of be ing
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su b je c ted  to  to r tu r e  as had happened to  some of F e tte -nnan 's men."^

The wagon boxes were made of iro n  o r  were wood boxes shod w ith  iro n
g

o f s u f f i c i e n t  th ic k n ess  to  r e s i s t  an o rd in a ry  b u l l e t .

A lthough th e re  was a  c e r ta in  amount of s u rp r is e  and c o n fu s io n , 

Pow ell o rdered  the men to  keep a  cool head and a stead y  a i m . 9 ffex t,

he p lac ed  the  p o o re r marksmen behind  th e  b e t t e r  sh o ts  and had th e se  

men lo a d  the  r i f l e s .  When th e  In d ia n s  rushed  the sm all band of men, 

th e re  was no a ttem p t'b y  the  w a rr io rs  to  come c lo se  to  the wagon boxes, 

as th e  In d ian s  had p lanned to  w ait u n t i l  th e  o ld  s in g le  lo ad  r i f l e  

s h e l l  had been f i r e d .  A f te r  th e  men in  the  wagon box had f i r e d ,  th e  

In d ia n s  charged only  to meet f u r th e r  d i s a s t e r .  The In d ian s  r e c o i le d  

and began to  c i r c l e  the  s o ld ie r s ,  b u t the  f i r e  con tinued  to  take i t s  

t o l l .  When Bed Cloud saw the s la u g h te r  o f h is  b e s t  w a rr io rs  w ith  no 

n o tic e a b le  e f f e c t  on th e  o th e r  fo rc e ,  he decided  to  change h is  p la n . 

D ism ounting h is  men, they  s t a r te d  to  craw l and s l i p  forw ard  th rough  

the g ra ss  and shrubbery , hoping to  g e t  rear enough to  ru sh  the  

d e fen d ers  and c a rry  the wagon boxes by storm . The a ttem p t was a  

f a i l u r e  f o r ,  everytim e an In d ian  exposed h im se lf , a b u l l e t  from " th e

^I b i d . , p . 62.

sT his has been den ied  by some o f the s o ld ie r s  who took p a r t
in  the  a f f a i r ,  b u t C ap ta in  P o w e ll 's  o f f i c i a l  r e p o r t  i s  th e  b a s is  
f o r  th i s  s ta te m e n t,

o .  .

k B a r t l e t t ,  H is to ry  of Wyoming, p . 234.
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r i f l e  th a t  was never empty” took i t s  t o i l .  The f i r e  from th e  guns 

of th e  In d ia n s  f l a t te n e d  o r  "bounced o f f  th e  wagon boxes doing l i t t l e  

■harm,

Then the  In d ia n s  f i r e d  from the  h igh  ground above the  men in  

the wagon boxes, b u t ag a in  w ith  l i t t l e  e f f e c t .  F o r th re e  hours the  

b a t t l e  co n tin u ed . The In d ia n s  used flam ing  arrow s and every d ev ice  

a t  t h e i r  d is p o s a l ,  b u t w ithou t su c c e ss . In d ia n s , who were w atching 

the  f o r t ,  gave lied Cloud a  r e p o r t  o f a  la rg e  fo rc e  of s o ld ie r s  le a v in g  

I 'o r t  I  n i l  Kearny and th e  f i g h t  was o v e r. Red Cloud, a f t e r  u s in g  every 

man, w ithdrew , le a v in g  many dead and wounded on the  f i e l d  of b a t t l e .

Trie lo s s  th a t  Powell had su ffe re d  was very l i g h t ,  b e s id es  

L ie u te n a n t Je n n ess , who d ied  from a  th ro a t  wound, only tv;o o th e r  

s o ld ie r s  were k i l l e d .  P r iv a te s  Doyke and Haggerty were the c a s u a l t i e s .H  

As f o r  the  l o s s  su f fe re d  by the  In d ia n s , th e re  have been many c o n f l ic t in g  

t o t a l s ,  and i t  depended on who re p o r te d  the c a s u a l t i e s .  C ap ta in  

Pow ell e s tim ated  in  h is  r e p o r t  th a t  over th ree  hundred In d ian s  were 

k i l l e d  and wounded. General G re n v ille  M. Dodge, t h i r t y  y ea rs  l a t e r ,  

a f t e r  an in te rv ie w  w ith  Red Cloud, e stim ated  over e leven  hundred.
1 PThe men in  th e  wagon box sa id  they k i l l e d  seven or e ig h t hundred.

10I b id . , p . 2S5 .

■'■■'"Hyde, 3od Cloud.1 s I 'o lk , p . 3U.

■ ^ B rin in s to o l, op. c i t . , p . JS ,
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Hyde in  h i s  hook about Red Cloud s ta te d ;

The Sioux n ev er regarded  'th is  f i g h t  as a  d e fe a t .  They had 
c ap tu red  a  g re a t many h o rses and m ules, and a lth o u g h  they  had 
s ix  k i l l e d  and s ix  wounded, they  had i n f l i c t e d  a  h e a v ie r  lo s s  
on th e  w h ite s , k i l l i n g  se v e ra l workmen, one o f f i c e r ,  and f iv e  
men i n  P o w e ll 's  f o r c e .  C aptain  Pow ell re p o rte d  th a t  he thought 
about e ix ty  In d ian s  had been k i l l e d .  • Colonel R ichard  1 . D odged  
in  h i s  s tu p id  book, OUR WILD IHDIAMS, s ta r te d  th e  s to ry  of th e  
huge lo s s e s  su f fe re d  by th e  Sioux in  th e  a f f a i r ,  and th e  t a l e  
has grown w ith  y e a rs  ’u n t i l  today i t  i s  sometine s s ta te d  th a t  
1500 w a rr io rs , tw ice the  e n tire , fo rc e  of In d ian s  engaged, were 
k i l l e d  by P o w e ll 's  t h i r t y  m e n .^

R egard less o f th e  c o n f l i c t in g  r e p o r ts ,  th e  fo llo w in g  s ta tem en t 

by Red Cloud i s  in te r e s t i n g ,  "I went in to  th e  f ig h t  w ith  th re e  

thousand b raves and came ou t w ith  b u t h a lf  of them. I t  was a  b ig  

f i g h t .  The lo n g  swords fough t as I  had never seen  them f ig h t  b e fo re . 

My w a rr io rs  were as numerous as b la d e s  o f g ra s s . I  went in  w ith  

many. I  l o s t  more than  h a l f ,  th e  lo n g  swords sh o t t ru e  to  th e  mark. 

My w a rr io rs  never fough t a g a i n . ,|:L5 1 ^ 3  was t r u e ,  f o r  th e  l a s t

m ajor a t ta c k  by th e  In d ia n s  in  th e  P o r t  P h i l  Kearny re g io n  was o v e r.

■The r e s u l t s  o f th e  f i g h t  a t  P o r t  C. P . Sm ith a lso  had an

e f f e c t  on the  f i n a l  d e c is io n  concern ing  P o r t  P h i l  K earny. T'he f ig h t

th e re  was c a l le d  the  H ay fie ld  R ig h t. I t  occurred  on August 1 , 1867*
*

in  a  hay f i e l d  about two and a  h a lf  m ile s  from the f o r t .  The w h ite s ,

^^Hyde p robab ly  was r e f e r r in g  to  G-enera! G re n v ille  M. Dodge 
and h is  r e p o r t s .

l b Hyde, cp. c i t . , pp. 159-lGO.
•1*5 ‘"nebard , Bozeman T r a i l ,  V ol. I I ,  p . 181.



p ro te c te d  by a  c o r r a l ,  were a tta c k e d  re p e a te d ly  throughout th e  day , 

b u t h e ld  ou t u n t i l  r e l ie v e d  in  the  evening . The lo s s  th e re  .was 

th re e  k i l l e d  and fo u r wounded among the  w h ite s .

T h e re a f te r  the  S ioux a t ta c k s  were made p r im a r ily  on the 

wagon t r a in s  and s e t t l e r s 1 h e rd s . J .  Van Y oast, the  commanding 

o f f ic e r  a t  h o r t  Eeno, rep o rte d  one man k i l l e d  and th re e  wounded 

a t  Crazy Woman Creek on August 16. E ig h t days l a t e r  he re p o rte d  

two hundred head of c a t t l e  were l o s t  and two c i t i z e n s  were k i l l e d . ^

This k in d  of a c t iv i ty  con tinued  b u t ,  a lthough  the  f o r t s  l iv e d  in  

c o n s tan t f e a r ,  they  never again  experienced  an In d ia n  a t ta c k .

. S . War Departm ent F ilm , L e t t e r ,  August 2 U ,  I S 6 7 .



CHAPTER VI

DYING. B4EERS

A lthough the  Wagon Box F ig h t occu rred  August 2 , 1867, th e  

n a tio n  d id  not le a rn  of th e  event u n t i l  August 22, 1367.^ On th a t  

d a te  the  Omaha Week! y H erald  gave a  b r i e f  account o f th e  in c id e n t 

and prom ised th a t  d e t a i l s  would fo llo w . The nex t day a  more
p

com plete account was g iv en , h u t d e t a i l s  as to p ro p e rty  l o s s ,  as 

w ell as numbers k i l l e d  and wounded d id  no t appear u n t i l  August 29. ^

As the n a tio n  g ra d u a lly  le a rn e d  o f the tu rn  of ev en ts  a t  F o r t  P h il  

Kearny, the  pendulum began once more to swing back toward the 

In d ia n . A re -ex am in a tio n  o f the e x is t in g  p o lic y  was hastened  by 

th i s  and by a  number o f o th e r  th in g s .

The r a i l s  o f the  Union P a c i f ic  in  1866 reached  a  p o in t  two 

hundred m ile s  west o f Omaha and the  government had no t only  

in v e s te d  h e a v ily  in  i t ,  b u t the  War Departm ent of th e  U nited  S ta te s  

looked upon th e  b u ild in g  o f the  r a i l r o a d  as one of th e  most e f f e c t iv e  

methods f o r  subduing the  In d ia n s . While they a tta c k e d  c o n s tru c tio n  

crews and wagon t r a i n s ,  as w ell as s tag e  and te le g ra p h  s t a t io n s ,

^Omaha Weekly H era ld , August 22, I 867. 

I b i d . ,  August 23, bSb7.

I b i d . , August 25, I 867.



i t  was b e lie v e d  th a t  in  the  r a i l r o a d  la y  the answer to  the  In d ia n  ' • 

problem . The com pletion o f  th e  r a i l r o a d  and peace w ith  th e  In d ia n s
' ■' ■ - V? i  •

were o f the utmost im portance in  the  eyes of the  n a t io n .  i*.

The Qpakers and o th e r peace advocates were s tro n g  and g a in in g

s tr e n g th .  N eedless to  say , the  s u t l e r s ,  In d ian  a g e n ts , s e t t l e r s ,  and
'  , . * !•**: %

em igran ts longed f o r  peace . 1 § ■!/

The In d ian s  were beg inn ing  to  be convinced th a t  i t  was ?

u s e le s s  to  oppose the r a i l r o a d  and th e  f o r t s .  The Wagon Box F ig h t > 

had had a  se r io u s  e f f e c t  on the m orale as w ell as the  p h y s ic a l fo rc e  

o f the  S ioux.

Time fo r  making an o th e r t r e a ty  was near a t  hand, b u t two 

t r e a t i e s  bore  d i r e c t ly  upon the  h is to r y  o f F o r t  P h il  Kearny. One 

was s igned  in  I 865; th e  o th e r  was n e g o tia te d  i n  1S6S.

The T rea ty  o f F o r t  Laram ie i n  I 865 e s ta b l is h e d , in  a  g e n e ra l 

way, th e  boundaries o f  th e  Sioux N atio n . The t e r r i t o r y  a ss ig n ed  to  , 

the Cheyennes and the  Arapahoes was a lso  d e fin ed  in  th e  t r e a ty .  In  

- f a c t ,  th e  a re a  in  which F o r t  P h i l  Kearny was lo c a te d  r e a l ly  belonged 

to  the Cheyennes and Crows ra th e r  than  to  the Sioux. The l im i t s  to .]
L l  ;  /  ’ "

each n a tio n  as s e t  f o r th  by the t r e a ty  were as fo llo w s : •*

The t e r r i t o r y  of th e  Sioux o r Dahcotah N ation  commencing
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©  I GiarTf ---- Ŵallace.  ̂ brcReus' ^V> '" ' 'V  yt^S, Corad© J

J  ■ G ram ton 7 '  * *  ’  T ? \  A  . h ^

- j (jh ; M3fwto? L /'* ' ^  —Kjfaj
- ^ I m p e r ia l  T. ■ ' ' j .-i^ tl̂ V “*î Wrtrand
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th e  mouth of the  W hite E a rth  B iver on th e  M issouri E lv e r; 
thence in  a S ou thw esterly  d i r e c t io n  to  the fo rk s  of th e  P l a t t e  
B iver; thence up th e  N orth  fo rk  of the  P l a t t e  B iver to  a  p o in t 
known as the  Bed B u tte  o r  where th e  road  le a v e s  th e  r i v e r ;  
thence a long  the range o f m ountains known as the  B lack H i l l s  
to  th e  headw aters of the H eart B iv e r; thence down H eart B iver 
to  i t s  mouth; and thence down the  M issouri B iv er to  th e  p lac e  
of Beginning*

The t e r r i t o r y  o f th e  Cheyennes and th e  Axapahoes, commencing 
a t  the Bed B u tte  o r the p la c e  where th e  road le a v e s  th e  n o r th  
fo rk  of the  P l a t t e  B iver to i t s  sou rce; thence  a long  th e  main 
range of th e  Bocky M ountains to  the  Headwaters o f the  A rkansas 
B iver; thence down th e  A rkansas R iv er to  the  c ro s s in g  of th e  
S an ta  Be ro ad ; thence in  a n o r th w e s te r ly  d i r e c t io n  to  th e  fo rk  
of th e  P l a t t e  B iv e r; and thence up th e  P l a t t e  B iv e r  to  the  
p la c e  of b e g in n in g .5

The boundary of th e  Sioux t e r r i t o r y  as d e fin e d  in  th e  T rea ty  

of P o r t  Laram ie p lac ed  th e  S ioux N ation  alm ost e n t i r e ly  in s id e  the  

p re s e n t s t a t e  of South D akota. The B lack H i l l s  were the w estern  

l im i t s  o f th e  S icux . F o r t  P h i l  Kearny was lo c a te d  in  th e  most 

n o rth e rn  ex trem ity  o f th e  la n d  a ss ig n ed  the Cheyennes. A c tu a lly  

the  f o r t  was s i tu a te d  in  what more or l e s s  belonged to the  Crow 

N a tio n , b u t they had moved f a r t h e r  in to  Montana. When the Sioux 

were in  the  reg io n  o f th e  Big Horn M ountains, they were approxim ately  

one hundred and t h i r t y  m iles  west of th e i r  t r e a ty  boundary, b u t 

boundary l in e s  had l i t t l e  meaning to  th e  In d ia n . The Sioux were th e

5C haries K a p p le r, In d ian  A f f a i r s , Laws,_ and T r e n t ie s , Y ol. I I  
(W ashington: Government P r in t in g  C i l ic e ,T 9 0 4 )  » p." 59^.
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most re sp e c te d  and dangerous cf th e  In d ian s  in  th a t  reg io n  so no 

cue questioned  th e i r  a c t i v i t y .  They vere  th e re  to hunt end to 

c o n tro l the Big Horn M ountains. F o r t  P h il  Kearny th re a te n e d  th a t  

c o n tro l ,  hence, from th e  p o in t of view of the S ioux, i t  had to  be 

d e s tro y ed .

The t r e a ty  v l th  the  Sioux in  IS 63 was n e g o tia te d  f o r  the  

Sine reaso n  as had been the T reaty  of 1865. P e -ce  w ith  the  In d ia n s , 

s a fe ty  f o r  the whiter.-, and p ro p e rty  se ttle m e n t were the  main 

t o p ic s .

A r t ic le  I s ta te d  th a t  a l l  war would cease between the  

m il i ta r y  and the In d ian s  and th a t  th e  government of th e  U nited  

S ta te s  would honor t h i s  agreem ent.

Am t i d e  I I  d e fin ed  the boundaries of the  t e r r i t o r y  a ss ig n ed  

to the  Sioux N ation  as fo l lo w s :6

Commencing on th e  e a s t  bank of the  M issouri B iver where 
the f o r ty - s ix th  p a r a l l e l  of n o r th  l a t i tu d e  c ro sse s  the  same, 
thence along the lov.-w afer mark down sa id  e a s t  bank to  a  
p o in t o p p o site  where the n o rth e rn  l in e  of N ebraska to  the 
one hundred and f o r t h  degree of lo n g itu d e  v e s t from Greenwich, 
thence n o rth  on sa id  m erid ian  to a p o in t where f o r ty - s ix th  
p a r a l l e l  of n o rth  l a t i t u d e  in te r c e p ts  the same, thence due 
e a s t  a long  sa id  p a r a l l e l  to  the  p la c e  of b e g in n in g .7

T h is reduced the t e r r i t o r y  of the  Sioux and p laced  them

Bee map on page 6-5
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alm ost com pletely in s id e  the s t a te s  of N orth and South Dakota..

The t r e a ty  a ls o  p rov ided  th a t ;

The t e r r i to r y  s e t  a p a r t fo r  the a b so lu te  and -undisturbed 
use and occupation  of the In d ian s  and the  U nited  S ta te s  now 
solemnly agrees th a t  no persons excep t those h e re in  designated  
and a u th o rise d  so to  do, and except such o f f i c e r s ,  a g e n ts f and 
employees of the government as may be a u th o rize d  to  e n te r  upon 
In d ian  re s e rv a tio n s  in  d isch arg e  of d u t ie s  e n jo in ed  by lav/, 
s h a ll  ever be p e rm itte d  to pass over, s e t t l e  upon, o r resume 
in  the t e r r i t o r y .  The Ind ian  could  hunt b u ffa lo  n o rth  of N orth  
P la t t e  and on the re p u b lic a n  fo rk  of th e  Smoky H ill  R iv er.

The In d ian s  f o r  th e i r  p a r t  agreed  as fo llo w s:

1 . That they w ill v.dthfrr.v; a l l  o p p o sitio n  to  hie c o n s tru c tio n  
of the  r a i l r o a d s  now being  b u i l t  on the  p la in s .

2. That they w i l l  perm it th e  p eace fu l c o n s tru c tio n  of any 
r a i l r o a d  no t p a ss in g  over th e i r  re s e rv a tio n  as h e re in  d e s tin e d .

J .  That they w ill not a t ta c h  any persons a t hone, or 
t r a v e l in g ,  n c r m o lest or u is tu rb  any wagon t r a i n s ,  coaches, 
m ules, o r c a t t l e  be long ing  to  th e  peop le  of the U n ited  S ta te s  
o r to persons f r ie n d ly  th e re w ith .

b. They w ill  never cap tu re  o r c a rry  o f f  from the se ttle m e n ts  
w hite women or c h ild re n .

F. They w il l  never k ill, o r  sc a lp  w hite men, nor a ttem pt to  
do them h f rm,

6 . They wi thdrav; a l l  pre ten se  of o p p o s itio n  to the cen t ru c tio n  
of the r a i l r o a d  now be ing  b u i l t  a long  the P ] ,a tte  R iv e r and 
westward to the P a c i f ic  Ocean and they w il l  no t in  the fu tu re  
o b je c t to  the  c o n s tru c tio n  of th e  r a i l r o a d ,  wagon ro ad s , m ail
s t a t i o n s ,  or o th e r  works of u t i l i t y 7 o r n e c e ss i ty  or which may 
be o rdered  by the  laws of the  U nited  S ta te s .  But should such 
roads or o th e r  works be c o n s tru c te d  on the  la n d s  01 t h e i r  
r e s e rv a tio n s ,  the govf.rnuent vd ll pay the  t r ib e  whatever the  
amount of dar.?ge nay be a ssessed  by th re e  d i s in te r e s te d  
com m issioners to be appoin ted  by th e  P re s id e n t f o r  th a t 
purpose , one of sa id  com m issioners to be a C hief o r head man 
of the t r ib e .
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7. They e&rcc G he Sioux In d ia n s ]  to  withdraw a l l  o p p o s itio n  
to  the  m il i ta ry  p o s t o r roads now e s ta b l is h e d  sou th  of th e  N orth 
P l a t t e  H iver, or th a t  may he e s ta b l is h e d  no t in  v io la t io n  of 
t r e a t i e s  h e re to fo re  male o r h e re a f te r  to  be made w ith  any of the 
In d ian  t r i b e s . 3

The T reaty  of I 065 had a] ready con ta in ed  most of these  

p ro v is io n s  v.dth the excep tion  ox the tak in g  of women, c h ild re n , and 

o th e r  a c ts  of v io le n c e . A nother im p o rtan t in tro d u c tio n  to the 

In d ian s  in  th i s  t r e a ty  had considered  th e  r a i l r o a d s  and the  e f f e c t  

they v:ouHd have on p o lic y . Z very th ing  was to fa v o r the success of 

the  r a i l r o a d s .  A nything which slov/ed o p e ra tio n s  or c o n s tru c tio n  

was to be removed xrom the p a th  of the  " Iro n  H orse."

The evacuation  of the B ig Horn a rea  had to be added b e fo re  

the S ioux •-onld even g ive the t r e a ty  c o n s id e ra tio n . The c h ie fs  e f  

o th e r  t r ib e s  would agree w ith  the p ro v is io n s  of the  t r e a ty  except 

f o r  -led Cloud and the ag g re sso rs  a g a in s t  the  Bozeman T ra il  f o r t s .  

They would s ig n  on ly  alien A r t ic le  XVI was added, and Bed Cloud 

was a ssu red  th a t  the U nited  S ta te s  meant to  comply. Then he came 

to the  peace c o u n c il. A r t ic le  Hvl s ta te d :

The U nited  S ta te s  hereby ag rees  and s t ip u la t e s  th a t  th e  
coun try  n o r th  of the North P l a t t e  H iver and e a s t  of the  
summits of the B ig Horn k o u n ta in s  s h a l l  be he ld  and considered  
to be' aneeded In d ian  t e r r i t o r y ,  and a) so s t i p u la t e s  a id  ag rees
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th a t  no w hite  person o r persons s h a l l  be p e rm itte d  tc  s e t t l e  
vipon o r occupy any p o r t io n  of the sane; or w ithou t the  consent 
of the  In d ia n s  f i r s t ,  and ob ta ined  tc  pass th rough  the  same.
11 i s  f u r th e r  cyreed bp the  U nited  S ta te s  t h a t  w ith in  n in e ty  
dav. o a f t e r  the conclusion, of peace w ith  a l l  the  bands of th e  
Si cur: lb?, t i e r ,  the ;r .ili  tr-ry p o st now e s ta b 1 ish ed  in  the t e r r i t o r y  
in  th i s  a r t i c l e  narked s h a l l  be abandoned, and t h a t  the road lea d in g  
to these a m  by hi it to  the s e ttle m e n ts  in  the t e r r i t o r y  ox 
Montana, s h a l l  be c lo s e d .9

T his a r t i c l e  meant the  end of P o r t  P h il  Kearny.

The f i n a l  o p e ra tio n  f o r  the com pletion of the  t r e a ty  s ta r te d  

Ju ly  20, IS 6'/, when Cor.yre.ss decided  tc  sue fo r  peace w ith  the 

Sioux. A commission of seven members, fo u r  c iv i l i a n s ,  and th re e  

^c: e r c l s  of the m ry , were s e le c te d  c o n s is t in g  of II. G-. T ay lo r, the  

comm issioner of Ind ia:! A f f a ir s ,  J .  P . Sanborn, S. P . T.spom, and 

G enerals V.. H. Shermm, VI. S. H arney, and A. H. T erry . 'They met 

end o rgan ized  a t  S t .  L o u is , M isso u ri, on August S, 1367. Uhen the 

cm. m ission  le a rn e d  th a t  the  Sioux were busy v;aging war on the T o rt 

r h i l  Kearny a re a , they postponed th e  m eeting  u n t i l  November 1 , 136-7. 

r.ed Cloud re fu sed  to meet w ith  them, and sen t word th a t  "h is  war 

.'•-•gainst th e  w h ites was to  save th e  v o lley  of the Ponder h iv e r ,  th e  

only h u n tin g  ground l e f t  to h is  n a tio n ."  The committee assu red  

the commission th a t  whenever the tro o p s  a t  P e r t  P h i l  Kearny end T o rt 

C. I . Sn d th  were v;ithdrawn "the war on h is  (Eed Clou idj p a r t  would cease .



T1*-
The com m issioners came to  F o rt Laram ie in  A p r il ,  1 8 6 3 ,'p re p a re d  to  

g ive i n  to  the demands of the In d ia n s . The peace was signed  by th e  

B ru le  S ioux on A p ril 29, and by p a r t  o f the G g a lla la s  on May 25- 

Bed Cloud s t i l l  d i s t r u s t e d  the  word of the w hite  man and would not 

s ig n  u n t i l  h is  demands were m et. On March 2 , 1368, th e  P re s id e n t 

had o rdered  the  abandonment of th e  th re e  f o r t s  on th e  Bozeman T r a i l ,  

b u t n o t u n t i l  t r a n s p o r ta t io n  was su p p lied  in  August was th e  o rd e r  

executed .

When sp rin g  came to the  p la in s  in  1868, th e re  was g re a t  

a c t iv i t y  in  .the f o r t s  a long  the  Bozeman T r a i l .  The s o ld ie r s  in  

every f o r t  were engaged in  d ism a n tlin g  th e  b u ild in g s  and lo ad in g  

the  s u p p lie s . General John E. Sm ith rep laced  G eneral W essels in  

command o f the  p o s ts .

Follow ing the  d ism an tlin g  o f the  f o r t s  a long  th e  3o^eman 

T r a i l ,  the In d ian s s t a r te d  to  dem onstrate  an arrogance  and an 

in to le ra n c e  f o r  the  w h ite  man, which had n o t been fo re se e n  by the  

War D epartm ent. The f i r s t  in d ic a t io n  of tro u b le  was found where 

the  F ette rm an  Koad e n te re d  the  Oregon T ra i l  a t  th e  ran ch  of 11 One 

Ann" Judd. Judd made a  good l iv in g  by w in te rin g  oxen t r a in s  in  

h is  p a s tu re s ,  bu t h is  ranch  was found a . sm ouldering ru in ,  a s  th e  

Sioux took advantage of th e  w ithdraw ing tro o p s . Soon every ranch
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fra ri th e  Judd to  th e  Bordeaux Banch on th e  Chugwater had been burned 

to  the  ground. At F o r t  P h il  Kearny th e re  were two r a id s  on the 

c a t t l e  h e rd s ;  one which took s ix  hundred head . Also in  A p ril o f 1868, 

a  man was k i l l e d  and sca lp ed  near th e  f o r t . ^

Thus, in  1863 the  U nited  S ta te s  Government took a  new p o s i t io n  

w ith  reg a rd  to  the  In d ia n . Grant is su e d  an o rd e r  f o r  th e  abandonment 

of a l l  th e  f o r t s  a long  th e  Bozeman T ra i l  and the  w ithdraw al of a l l  

tro o p s from the  In d ia n  country  in  Wyoming. On August 15 , 1863, F o r t  

P h il  Kearny was evacuated . B efore th e  tro o p s  had marched a  m ile  

from the  p o s t ,  the  In d ian s  swarned out o f the ra v in e s  and s e t  the  

f o r t  on f i r e .  The s o ld ie r s  from t h e i r  p o s i t io n  on a  h i l l  were a b le  

to  watch th e  p o s t d isa p p e a r  in  flam e and s e t t l e  in  dying em bers. -̂3

12D avid, l in n  B u rn e t t , F ro n tie rsm a n , p . 213.
1 -̂- f t3 rin in s to o l, l i g h t in g  In d ian  W a rr io rs , p . 30 .



CHAPTER VII

THE SAME'S CF TIEEE

The f o r t  was b u i l t  du ring  a p e rio d  when two f a c t io n s  in  

W ashington were advoca ting  c o n f l ic t in g  In d ian  p o l i c i e s .  The 

pendulum would swing to  th e  peace groups d u rin g  a p e r io d  of m i l i ta r y  

dom ination , then  back in  fav o r o f th e  m i l i ta r y  d u rin g  p e rio d s  of 

In d ian  u p r is in g s . The abandonment of the  f o r t  a f t e r  th e  Wagon Box 

F ig h t re p re se n te d  a  v ic to ry  f o r  those  fav o rin g  peace w ith  the  

In d ia n s . The In d ian  im m ediately a tta c k e d  th e  c iv i l i a n s  in  the  a re a , 

b u t the  a re a  soon was evacuated .

Red Cloud w aited  u n t i l  November 6 , 1863, to  come in  aid. s ig n  

th e  T rea ty  of 1368. He had re fu se d  to  s ig n  u n t i l  th e  s o ld ie r s  had 

l e f t  the  Bozeman T r a i l  a re a  v iiich  in c lu d ed  F o r t  P h i l  Kearny. The

t r e a ty  v/as r a t i f i e d  by the U nited  S ta te s  Senate on F ebruary  16, 1863.
/

This f in ish ed , one hundred and e ig h ty  se p a ra te  a t ta c k s  from J u ly ,

1366, to  A ugust, 186S.^ N e ith e r  the  b u ild in g  nor the  d e s tru c t io n  

of the p o s t so lved  th e  problem  on the  p la in s  du rin g  th a t  p e r io d .

The In d ia n s  con tinued  to  make r a id s  on th e  s e t t l e r s  and em ig ran ts . 

People con tinued  to  p ass  through th e  In d ian  t e r r i t o r y  and to  s e t t l e  

on i t .  A ppeals to  the  War Department d id  not s to p . C e rta in  r e l ig io u s

^O strander, Army Boy of th e  S ix t ie s ,  p. 255*



77

bod ies s t i l l  emphasized a  more humane trea tm en t f o r  th e 'I n d ia n s .  

Government a g e n ts , as  e v e r , so ld  goods and arms to  the  In d ia n  t r i b e s .  

The army, w ith  reduced  s t r e n g th , s tay ed  in  the Bozeman T ra i l  re g io n  

a t  T o rt ^aram ie  and T o rt F e t te m a n . The r a i l r o a d ,  c lo s e r  than  

b e fo re , o f fe re d  a  g r e a te r  o p p o rtu n ity  f o r  those  seek ing  th e  w ealth  

i n  the  ground. The r a i l r o a d s  encouraged t r a v e l .  F o r t  P h i l  Kearny 

had made very few immediate changes in  the f r o n t i e r ,  b u t le s so n s  of 

g re a t  im portance were th e re  to  be le a rn e d .

F o r t  P h i l  Kearny proved the  w orth  of the  W inchester r i f l e ,  

Model 1366. W ith the  re p e a tin g  r i f l e ,  the  army now had more f i r e  

power and d id  no t need to  f e a r ,  when in  the  a c t of re lo a d in g , the  

sudden advance of the  enemy. The t r ib u te  g iven  to  th o se  men a t  

the  Wagon Box F ig h t by th e  War Departm ent rea d s :

F ear F o r t  P h il  K earny, 2 August, 18&7. the  Wagon Box F ig h t 
i s  one o f the g re a t  t r a d i t io n s  o f th e  In fa n try  in  the  West.
A sm all fo rc e  o f t h i r t y  men of th e  F in th  In fa n try  le d  by 
B revet M ajor James Powell was suddenly a tta c k e d  in  the  e a r ly  
morning hours by some f iv e  thousand Sioux In d ia n s . Choosing 
to  s ta n d  and f i g h t ,  th ese  s o ld ie r s  h a s t i ly  e re c te d  a  b a rr ic a d e  
o f wagon boxes, and d u rin g  th e  e n t i r e  morning stood  o ff  
charge a f t e r  ch arg e , the  Sioux f i n a l l y  w ithdrew , le a v in g  
behind  se v e ra l hundred k i l l e d  and wounded. The defend ing  
fo rc e  su f fe re d  only th re e  c a s u a l t i e s .  By t h e i r  co o ln ess , 
f irm n e s s , and confidence  th e se  in fa n try  men showed what a

hEvents a long  the  Bozeman T r a i l  a lso  le d  to  the  i l l  f a te d  
ex p ed itio n  of i t s  fo u n d er. John M. Bozeman and a  companion l e f t  
V irg in ia  C ity  on A p ril l o ,  1367. Four days l a t e r ,  a t  the  c ro ss in g  
of the Y ellow stone, Bozeman was k i l l e d  i n  a f ig h t  w ith  f iv e  In d ia n s . 
D ic tio n a ry  of American B iography , V ol. I I ,  p . 533.



few determ ined men can accom plish w ith  good marksmanship and 
g a t s .3

The h is to ry  of F o r t  P h il  Kearny p rov ided  an o th er s tro n g  

argument in  fa v o r  o f sm all In d ian  re s e rv a tio n s  in  p la c e  of th e  

"c o n c e n tra tio n ” system . As a  r e s u l t ,  th e  Sioux were p laced  on 

a  sm a lle r  a re a  in  the  B lack  H i l l s  and given more p ro te c tio n  from 

the w h ite s . U n fo rtu n a te ly , t h i s  d id  no t have tim e to  he f a i r l y  

te s te d  as go ld  was soon d isc o v ere d  in  the  Bla.ck H i l l s  and the  

In d ian  T e r r i to ry  was ag a in  the o b je c t  o f in tru s io n  by the  w hite 

man.

T u rin g  the  tim e from Ju ly  26, the  day on which L ie u te n a n t 
h a n d s ' t r a in  was a tta c k e d , to  th e  21st day of December, on 
which B revet L ie u te n a n t Colonel F e tte rm an , w ith  M s command 
of e ig h ty  o f f ic e r s  and men, was overpowered and m assacred, 
they Lthe SiouxJ k i l l e d  n in e ty -o n e  e n l is te d  men and f iv e  
o f f i c e r s  of our army, and k i l l e d  f i f t y - e i g h t  c itiz e n s* a n d  
wounded twenty more, and cap tu red  end drove away th re e  
hundred end s ix  oxen and cows, th re e  hundred and fo u r  m ules, 
•~-nd one hundred s ix ty -o n e  h o rse s . D uring th is  tim e they 
( th e  In d ia n 3  appeared in  f r o n t  of F o r t  P h i l  Kearny, making 
h o s t i l e  d e a c n s tra t io n s  and com m itting h o s t i l e  a c t s ,  f i f t y -  
one d i f f e r e n t  tim es, and a tta c k e d  n e a r ly  every t ra in , and 
perso n  th a t  a ttem pted  to pass over the Montana ro ad .

But the  le s so n  th a t  was re la y e d  by th e  experiences a t  

F o r t  P h i l  Kearny, the P e tte rm sn  M assacre, and the  Wagon Box F ig h t.

7
^U nited  S ta te s  of America War O ff ic e , Good Marksmanship 

end G uts, U n ited  S ta te s  Army in  A c tio n .

U n i t e d  S ta te s  Sena.te, D ocum entN um ber X III , February  2,
I 867.



79

v;as soon o b l i t e r a te d  by th e  sands of tim e. The f r o n t i e r ,  a c tin g  

much in  th e  same way as  does a  younger g e n e ra tio n  to i t s  p re d e c e sso r , 

faced  a g a in  a. s im ila r  s i tu a t io n ,  approxim ately  se v e n ty -f iv e  m iles 

n o r th  and te n  y e a rs  l a t e r ,  when General George A. C uste r h u rr ie d  

to  h i s  rendezevous w ith  d e s tin y  on the L i t t l e  Big Horn.
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