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PR ACE

‘

The estublishment of Fort Fhil Kearny was an outstanding

exauple of what Rey A, Bullington in his book, Westward Expansion,

described as "a cost of tloed, weslth, and human decency which will.
forever sluin the annales of the Amcricen Irontier," This was'a
recult of weskness on the part of the aduinistrstion, plus g lack of
cu-cperation between the War Department and the Department of Irdian
Affairs, The conflict between these two deoartments gave little
guidance to eny policy for the frontier. The awninistration chsnged
wolicy from war with the Indian to pezce and back again as easily es
blowing grein. War factions and peace groups struggled for power
over the sdministration. The immigrant, seeking gold or land,
contbinually petitioned the goverrment for protection from the Indian,
whether he vee deserving of it or not. The government, relenting to
these pressures, cent the amy in which the Civil Wer had instiiled a
spirit of fighting and restlessness.

The individuels at Tort Phil Kearny were misfitted for their
positicne, Carrington was sent to fight ené d4id not, while Fettermzn
was ordered not to fight and did, It is interesting to conterglate
whet would heve been the effect on History ir these men had done as
they were cunmended, or if Fort Phil Kearny had not been evacusted.
‘But the fort was evacusted, end the administrstiion, postponing a resl

svlution to the Indian protlew, left in Fort Phil Kearny = step-child



of its own corruntiecn and indecision. The original purpose of Fort
Phil Kegrﬁy was to crotect the immigrent end Indisn from one another,
but it could not fulfi1l its miseion when individuals in the East put
persongl interests first and would not try to understand nor reconcile
their diffcrences,

This thesis is fer from belng tihe product of one m: . It is
the outgrowth of 2 vast emount of patience, help, and encourcgement
by oy wife, vho gleo did the typing. Another whom I wish to acknowledge
is Doclor trederick V. Adrian of the History Departument, University of
Cmahz. It was under his competent direscticn and le~dership that this

vas written, st a sperifice of his own personal time and efrort,
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CHAPTER 1

JOUENEY TO PINEY CREEK

In the late £all of 1366 the Amy of the United States erected
Fort Phnil Kearny1 in the middle of the last great game reserve of the
northern plains.2 Altaocugh the Indisns could not retreat farther, the
white man insisted upon gaining control of this region since it
provided the most convenient route to the newly discovered gold fields
of the Montana region.3 The fort wzs placed in what came to be one of
the most continuous and bloody bajile fields on the Indian frontier.h
During the brief period of its existence, 1866-1856%, the fort suffered

no less than one hundred eighty separate attacks.” The inhospitable

Fort Phil Kearny was named in honor of the famous cavalry
officer, Major Ceneral Philip Keamy. Fort Kearny, Nebraska, was
naaued after Stephen W, Kearny. Fort Phil Kearny is found spelled
both with ard without the extra "e", but the orizinal intended
spelling, as found in official sources of that period, will be used
here.

2United Stztes Departuent of Interior, Papers Relative to
Indian Operations on the Flains (Washington: Government Printing
Otfice, 1S04), p. 7.

3LeRoy R. Hafen and Francis Maxin Young, Fort Laramie and
the Pageant of the West, 1834-1890 (Glendale, California: Arthur H.
Clark Company, 1938), p. 350.

u'Annual Report of the Comuission of Indian Affairs, Doct. 1 20,
1/2:372.7 United States lmiian Affairs Oifice (Washington: Government
Printing Office, 1872.)

B -
/Ibid-o




elements, lack of men and equipment, incompetent lesdership, and

~poor discipline demonstrated the requirements needed for the

successiul control of the pleins. While the events which occurred

in this vicinity did not present 2 solution to g1l the problems found
on the plains, a3 attested by the Fetterman and Custer Massacres, the
Wagon Box Fight which proved the efficiency of the repeating rifle,

the reorganization of tne Indian reservation system, and the evacuation
of a string of forts did result in better relations with the Indians
and was the inceotion of a new policy which eventually made peace a
reality on the plains.

The deep seated mistrust of the Indian towasrd the actions of
the white men was further intensified, not only by the treacherous
Chivington Massacre6 in November, 1864, and the steady sdvancement of
the white civilization in the West, but also from an event which
transpired at Fort Larsmie in 1865, At a time when the United States
Governuent was expressing its concern over the welfare of the Indisns
and was in the process of signing a treaty of peace witb themn, the:
Indians were able to observe the armed might of the War Depar iment
that was heading up the Bozeman Trail.

The United States after the Civil War was ready for peace and

6

Cclonel J, b, Chivington surrounded =nd ruthlessly masssacred
four hundred and fifty sleeping, pescefu) Indisn families at Sand
Creek, Colorszdo, on November 28, 1864.



3

tired of bloou-letting. Some of the churches had been concerned for
years over the welfare df the Indians and, when in the winter of 186U-
1865 Congress begen to delve into Indian affairs, tne Indian Departiment
entered into the discussion demanding that a change in the method ot
dezling with the Imdiians should be attempted and a more Christian
policy ircorporated. A new policy was instituted in VWasnington whereby
the officials now decided to try peacetul measures witn the Indians of
the Wyoming region. ZHuisssries were sent to tne trives inviting them
to attend a genera) peace council to be held at Fort Larsmie in June,
1866. 7

At this s=me time, however, the War Department was receiving
petitions reyuesting soldiers to protect the trsils and territory to
insure safe passage for the wsugon trains carrying thousands of people
who were leaving Fort Laramie, the jumping off place for these expeditions,
bound for the gold fields of what later came to be the Montana and
Wyoming Territories.8

Tiis general area was full of excitement. In 1861 gold had been
found in what was to become the Idzho Territory and near Virginia City,

Montena Territory, in 1362. During the next few years gold was {found

Tgeorge E. Hyde, Red Cloud's Folk, A History of the Ogallals
Sioux Indiens (Norman, Oklanhoma: University of Oxlahoms Press, 1937),
P, L34,

LeRoy R. Hafen and Francis Maxin Young, op. cit., p. 350.
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¥rom the standpoint of the Indians, there were serious objections
to any white extension into the region. It was the last rezlly good
hunting ground of the Sioux. The white man had previously destroyed
importan@ gane areas by the estzblishment of the Cregon, Overland,
eard Sants Fe Trazils., The one remaining great game reserve of the northern
Plains was now being invaded.

During March, 1866, a number of chiefs were contacted and the
meeting of a peace council at Fort Laramie was arranged. The peace
comrission assembled at Fort Larzmie on June 1, 1866. It consisted
of E. B. Taylor, Superirntendent of the Northern Superintendency,

Colonel H. E, Maynadier, Colonel R. N, Mcleren, and Thomas Wistar who

cane from a wealthy, prominent Philsdelphis family. Charles E. Bowles

of the Indian Department was secretary. The Brule and Ogallala Sioux

were represented by their principal chiefs with sbout two thousand of

their tribesmen in attendance. After a preliminary discussion it was decided
to postpone further action until more of the sub-bands arrived.
Superintendenﬁ Taylor wrote, "A group numbering perhsps three hundred
warriors, headed by Red Cloud, a prominent chief of the Ogallalas,

refused to come in. They are knowvn as the Bad Faces and sre composed

of tre most refrsctory and desverate characters of the tribe. "1}

nLeRoy R. Hafen and Frencis Maxin Young, op. cit., p. 35C.
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In the meantime, unfortunately, the War Department had sent
out instructions to open thc Bozeman Trail) through the Powder River
country to the ¢0l1d wines in the Montana Territory. Célonel Henry B.
Carrington, Eighteénth.U. S. Infantry, was assigned this task and
instructed to proceed from Fort Xearny, Nebraska.la

.Colonel Carrington's orders from the Mountain District,
Lepartzent of the Platte, Omaha, Nebreska, was tc establish the
following forts: Fort Reno, formerly known as Fort Connor, but to
be moved westward sbout forty miles on the new emigrant line toward
Virginis City, Fort Ransom, to be budlt on or near the Big Horn River,
ard a3 third post upon the upper Yellowstcone River, name not designated.
The rcoute to be controlled and protected, regquiring supervision of the
district commender, and, through vwhich he had to communicate either
vest or east, was from North Platte (Bridger's Ferry) along a line
that extended five hundred znd forty~five miles to the northwest.

Pursuant to these orders, Colonel Carrington issued his General
Crder Number Two, which named the assignments of the units under his
cowzand. Old Fort Rero was to be tempgrarily garrisoned by a
aetachment of thirty men from Company B, Second Battalion, Eightecenth

U. S. Infantry, under the comnsnd of Lieutenant T. S. Xirtland, New

. gDepartment of Interior, Letter, Carrington to Cooke, April 26,
1866, microfilm, Nebrasia State Historical Society.
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train of two hundred and twenty-six mule teams was lozded with
equipment and supplies including a saw mill, mowing mschines, shingle
and brick machines, blacksmith and harness msking equipment, axes,

saws, and tools of gll kinds, There were rocking chairs, churns,
quantities of canned fruit, turkeys, chickens, pigs, 2nd cows to equip
and stock the new po'st.'s.15 Their sppearance hsd a decidedly disquieting
effect. "Great Father send us presents and wants new road," commented
one chief, "but white chief goes with soldiers to stéal rosd before
Indien say yes or no.“]'6 Red Cloud replied to this sign of force by
saying, "Kill every white man who pass beyond Crazy Woman's fork of the

Powder River.":! 4 large group led by Red Cloud and Man-afraid-of-his-

horses withdrew in anger and opposition to all peace tallc.l8

Leaving this excitement behind him, Colonel Carrington marched

15Hafen and Youhg, op. cit., p. 3)46.

16Nat10nal Park Service Historical Handbook Series 720, Fort
Laramie National Monument (Washlncton. Government Printing Office,

19547, p- 19,

1
7Earl Alonzo Brininstool, Fighting Indian Wgrriors, True Tples

of the Wild Frontiers (Harrlsburg. Pennsylvania: Stacﬁpole Company,
Tgsj)’ po 1"60

1%‘{an-af raid-of-his-horses wgs named, not because of nis fear
of horses, but becanse of his concern for his horses. Once during an

attack by other Indians, Man-afraid=of-his-horses left his family to
protect his animals and thereafter received the name.



9
up the trail and garrisoned Caup Connor. . His orders now read that tpe,
Second Battalion was to post two companies at Camp Connor and that
Camp Connor was to be rensmed Fort Reno. - Then he was to move up the
Bozemsn Trail about eighty miles north of Fort Reno on the new route to
Virginia City,'Montana Territory, where on any of the creeks between
the Powder River to Tongue River he was to establish another fort to
be nsmed Fort Phil Kearny. These orders were dated June 23, 1866.
Under these orders the colonel for the regiment was to be stationed
at Fort Phil Kearny from whence he was to command the Mountain
District.19
The peace commission was still strugeling along at Fort Laramie
and, even though the Indians there were now representing only a suall
portion of the original group, the men had high hopes of securing
pPeace among the Sioux. Years later one observer wrote:
The treaty of 1866, at which we were present, such as it
was, having been concluded by the chiefs of the thousand
Indians who remained, the coveted presents were distributed.
In a few hours more the friendly camps were ablaze with mounted
Indians decked in yellow, red,. and otiher brilliantly colored
chegp fabrics flying in the winds. To their simple tastes these
tawdry stuffs were more attractive than dismonds. Gilded jewelry
was received by them in exchange for articles of resl value.
We were informed that they received firesrms and ammuanition,

which they greatly prized, st this statement is not made
from my personal knowledge. ey

1

9Papers Relative to Indian Operations, Orders of June 28, 1866.

aOHafen and Young, op. ¢it., p. 350.
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As E. B. Taylor, the head of the council for the Indisn Affairs,
was mzking the peace at Fort Larzmie, not far away in his caup on
June 16, Colonel Carrington was visited by Starding Elk, Chief of the
Brule Sioux., Standing Elk said he was friendly, but said, after being
told where Carrington was going, "There is a treaty being made at
Laramie with the Sioux that are in the country where you are going.

The fighting men in that country have not comé to Laramie, and you will
have to fight them. They will not give you the road unless you whip
then."®l  Carrington stated that he felt there would be no difficulties
and so indicated in a letter to the Department of the Platte.

Colonel Carrington arrived at Fort Reno on June twenty-eighth
and remained until July ninth. Five days later the expedition reached
a point nearly one hundred miles north of Fort Reno which appealed to
Colonel Carrington as the best locgtion for the erection of the first
fort, 1t was at the forks of the Big and Little Piney Creel‘:s.22 The
next day the site was selected and logeing parties were detailed. The

erection of Fort Phil Kearny was begun.'23

21Papers Relative to Indian Operations, Letter of June 16, 1866.

2
2The site of Fort Phil Xearny, inthe late eighteen-seventies,

became a part of the ranch of Jacob Geier. The fort was situsted
about twenty-three miles southeast of the present city of Sheridan,
Wycming.

233rininstool. op. cit., p. b7, Sketch of Fort Phil Kearny on
pPage 49 is taken from this text, The original, as well as the sketch
on page 37 is deposited in the National Archives.
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13
Colonel Carrington busied himself with the building of the

new post. He slso sent two compsnies to the Big Horn River to build
" .
another post, Fort C. F. Smith.” fThe troops for the Big Horn

Expedition znd the first lot of wagon trains se;ﬁed to have slipped
past the Sioux on the Tongue River. Meanwhile, back at Fort Phil
Kearny, Colonel Carrington drew up the plans for the post. He placed
it on g plateau where ;he eye could see for miles., Below the fort,
however, zlonz the river bottoms the thickets were dense, and it was
there that many soldiers were to lose their lives while escorting
wood trezins to and from the fort. Several hundred feet avove this
post on a nearby ridge were discovered the remains of en old Indien
'fort or ring which was thirty feet square and built of stones. This
aged and forgotten spot was known as Fort Ridge by the soldiers o1 the
frontier. Its defenses were remodeled by building a stockade of log
around it.25

Carrington put every effort into tne new fort and its

administration. He had eight companies of eighty men each, mostly

) :
CAU. S. War Departwent, Film 355, General Order Number Two,
signed by Colonel Carrington, dated June 28, 1866, Microfilm #155.

2DRobert Beebee David, Finn Burnett, Frontiersuman, the Life and
Adventures of =n Indian Fighter, Mail Cosch Driver, Miner, Pioneer,
Catileman, Farticipsant in the Powder River Fxpedition, ourvivor of the
Hoy Field Zieht, Associzte of Jim bridger and Cniel washexie (Glendale,

——
o

California: Arthur H. Clark Compeny, 193(), p. lel.
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new recruits, to garrison his long line. All the while they were
building and protecting his stockades and fortificstions. Carrington
wrote to Omaha, "I am my own'engineer, draughtsman, and visit my
pickets and guards nightly, with scarcely a day or night without
atterpts to stesl stock."26 While this was written in late July
before actual conflict with the Sioux begsen, it must be remembered,
however, that Carrington's backsround hed not partichlarly fitted
him for this comrand.

He had been vorn in Wellingford, Comnnecticut, of wealthy
perents., Because of a chance =ddress by John Brown, he tecame an
ardent abolitionist. From his esrly youth he had been interested
in military affairs, but due to his weak ccnstitution, instead of
entering West Point, Carringtcn entered Yale and gradusted in 1845,
He tausht school under Wgoshington Irving and then beceme a professor
in the New Haver Collegiste Institute. In 1848 Carrington moved to
Colurbus, Chic, where he practiced law for twelve years. He was the
perscnel frierd and supnorter of Governor Salmon P, Chase amd in 1857,
at the request of Chase, Cerrington accepted a position on his staff

to take charge of the re-organization of the militia of the state.

26, : N - :
Quoted in Frederic Logan Paxson, The Last Arericen Frontier
(New Yerk: Tre Meavillen Cozgany, 1910), o. 276.
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He did sucﬁ a fine job that an appointment as Adjutant General for the
state of Ohio followed. When Lincoln issued his first call for troops
betore the U. S. Volunteers could be orgenized and mustered, nine
regiments of the Ohic Militia were hurried across the Chio River to
save western Virginia. Shortly afterwerd Carrington was commissioned
Cclonel of the Eighteenth U. S. Infantry and placed in commend of the
regular army camp near Columbus, Thfoughout the war "he was especially
active in orgsnizing and forwarding troops to the field, "2/ In 1862
he was promoted to Brigadier Genersl. At the end of the war when the
arny was reduced, he wss mustered out of the service as a Brigedier
Gereral, but re-entered the Eighteenth Regiment as a Colonel. Then in
1805 Carringten was sent to Nebraska.to serve in the Indian Service.
Fort Fhil Xearny wes his firet field assignment and Carrington was
unprepared both physically =nd nentally for what followed.

In the command there were five hundred and sixty new recruits
from the general depot.28 His military equimment wss inadequate. Only

his band of thirty wen, especially armed for the expedition, had Spencer

o—

2 - Ne ks . .
7Jemes Truslow Adams, Dictionary of Arerican Histery, Vol. III
(New Yoric! Charles Scritner's Sons, 1940), . Ho0-521.

20Grace R. Hebe1d and E. A. Zrininstool, Bozeusn Trail, Vol. I
(Harrisburg, Pennsylvenia: Stackpole Cowpany, 1922), p. 280.




16
cerbines and encugh ammunition., His main force, still armed with
Springfield rifles, had under‘fifty rounds per man,

Colonel Carrington's reports, nevertheless, were full of
optimism, He considered the situation good and gave the assurance
that wagon trains would be safe if they were well organized and used
precautions. As a matter of fact, the Sioux were not prepared for
an all out attack, but with winter coming the threat to "kill every
vhite man who pass beyond the Crazy Woman's fork of the Powler River"

had to be attempted before time for the buffalo hunt.29

- ,
}E?rl Alonzo Brinirstool, op. cit., p. Ub.



CHAPTER I

BEYCOND CRAzY WQMAN CRERK

Colonel Carrington wzs not a fighting man. He was sent to
build a defense system along the Bozeman Trail, This was his mission
and other events were secondary. Nor did Carrington sense the
increazse in Indian activity. His reports to the Department of the Flatte,
although they mentioned the Indian eactivity, did not indicate the
grewing seriousness of the problem. The Departwent of the FPlatte
sensed’the true situation better than did Carrington and sent out an
inspecter to look over the situation, but the lack of apprehension
on the part of Carringten seemed to allay the fesrs of the inspector,

The report of Colonel Carrington on August 29, 186b, stzted
that the situastion was good, even though already thirty-three white
wen had been killed along the new rosd in the past five weeks.
Carrington had arrived at the site of the fort on July 14, and what
he hzd called relatively quiet was already disturbing Cmaha,
Brigadier General William B. Hazen wzs sent as an inspector to the
Bozemsn area onlyAto report back on Auéust 6, that the Indians
pronised some activity, but it was mostly apprehension on the part
of tke command. Again on August 12, he reported that "matters are

much exsggerated." He stated that the mail went through snd those

men wno had been killed were all stragglers or distsnt from their



post;s.1 ’
As early as June 30, the Sioux Indizns tried to run off some
stock belonging to a sutler.2 - Carrington sent a small force to chase
the Indians. The Indian chiefs, who were talking peace at Laramié
with the Indian Commission, looked suspiciously at the chase and
asked why the soldiers stated on one hand that they were there to
protect the Indians, wnile on the other hend, soldiers were chasing
the Indians who had stolen the sutler's horses,.3 ¢
On July lb the Cheyennes asked Carrington to return to Fort
Reno and not to build another fort. The Cneyennes stated tnat they
were wesk, but Red Cloud was strong. They would be friendly, but
tney also feared the Sioux. The Cneyennes pleaded with Carrington
to leave the road. He should return from where he came and not
continue with his plans, as this wzs cheating the Indian.
Carrington, instead, asked the\ Cheyennes to leave the Big Horn area.
This the Cheyennes did, snd occasionally as they moved through the

‘area they gave the soldiers infommation as to the Sioux.u

lU S. War Depsrtment, Film 255, Letters dated August 6 and
August 13, 1866, from Bvt. Bmgadler Genersl William B. Hezen to
Major Litchfield, Department of the Platte.

2A sutler was one who followed an army and sold to the troops
provisions, liquors, and the like,

3Papers. Relative to Indian Operations, Letter of July 17, 1866,
from Carrington to Major Litchficld,

L .
Ibid., Letter, July 23, 1866, Carrington to Litchfield.
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The next day the Sicux ran off another.herd. belonging to a
sutler. They were in the region hunting for the Cheyennes, who
they felt had betrsyed them. Also, at five o'clock in the evening
of that same day the wagon train of Brevet Major Haymend was attacked,
The Indisns had passed his picket, taking first the bell mule or mare
and one hundred seventy-four hesd of stock. In the attack and chase
that followed to regain the stock, two men were killed and three were
wounded by arrows. At another place the Sioux killed Pierre Gassean
and five others. Gasseau was a settler who had married a Cheyenne
Indian woman; in this way the Sioux had gained some revenge against
the Cheyennes.5

Three days later a wagon train which had left Fort Reno under
the command ,of:.,LieLitenant Wands was attack:ed.b This wagon train
consisted of twenty-six individuals, including two women, five
wagons, two ambulances and four riding horses. It was to zive added
re-enforcements to Fort Phil Kearny. With the group was Lieutenant
Napoleon H, Daniels., The night before departing from Fort Reno it
was noticed that many wolves and coyotes were hovering around the
post. Already the soldiers were becoming aware of the fact that

occasionally these wild animals were able to shoot arrows that

OIbid., Letter, July 17, 1866, Carrington to Litchfield.

Sec map on page twelve.
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killed sentinels. Therefore the party got an garly start and tried
to get to Dry Creek where water was supposed to be good. The creek
was dry, but right in the middle was the body of a naked white man
who had been scalped and filled with arrows. He was evidently a
- courier from Fort Phil Kearny who hsd been waylaid end shot the night
before., He had been trying to scoop out the sand in the little basin
tc find a drink of water. After they buried the man, the group
moved on to the Crazy Woman Creek, depressed and short of water.

At nine o'clock they reached the crest of the divide that led down
into Crazy Woman Valley. The party noticed that near the creek
there were numerous objects that resembled buffalo., Daniels and
Lieutenant George H. Templeton went after the herd to get some
fresh meat for the group.

Both men were lost from sight, and when the party reached a
sandy bed near the creek, they heard shots and met arrows. The
wagons were quickly corraled,

Templeton appesred with an arrow in his back. "My God,
Indians!" he exclaimed. "They Wasﬁ‘t buffelo."! The men dug rifle
pits. Two men were able to get water by slipping down a ravine.
The Indians charged a number of times without success, and, finally

by afterncon slacked off enough so that two men were able to snesk

7}?‘rancis C. Carrington, My Army Life and the Fort Phil Kearny
Mussucre with an Account of the Celebration of "Wyoming Opened"
(PhiTadelphia:™ J. B. Lippincott Company, 19I0) ,H. .5' -
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back to Fort Reno for help. The Indians pursued them over the hill
and out of sight of the circled group.

They were scorcely gone when o cloud of dust was cbserved
across the creeir $o the northwest., Jim Bridger grrived shortly, and
told them that two hundred men under Captain Burrows were coming.
Cgptain Burrows was sent by Cerrington to get supnlies for the fort.
As they moved toward rort Reno, Jim Bridger read signs made on the
skulls of buffglo that a battle was to be fought at Crazy Womzn Creek
that Cay. So instégd of mexing for caup at Clear Forx a5 planned,
Captain Burrows had mede a forced march to Crazy Women Creek.,

Lieutensnt Daniels was found scalped and with a pole inserted
through his body from underneath. Sergeant Terrel died in the fighting
at the corral.

Cn the way back to <ort Reno, a detachment under Lieutenant

]

x »

. Binghsin met the survivors. The men whe had riaden to zort

v

[2

neno had eacaped the Indicns in their chase.

The Indiéns centinued to attack the'troops moving glong the
Bozemgn Trail. On the twenty-second a fight near Fort Reno.killed
one and wounded aaother., Then on the next daf Ceptain Zurrows found

himself under another attack by the Indians. A wggCn train under

E1vid., po. 73-79.
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the leadershop.of a Mr. Kirkendall was engaged. Captain Burrows,
with sixty men and one howitzer, left his supply train to aid
Kirkendall. The men were killed in the fight and, on his return,
Burrows found the body of Terrance Callary, a pﬁvéte urder his
command, who had left without his knowledge to pursue buffalo.’

As time went on, the respect of the soldiers for the
creftiness and method of warfare employed by the Indians increased.
The manner used by the Sioux for taking scalps terrified them. The
skin that was cut from the top of a victim's head was thick and about
five inches in diameter and some scalps also had the ears attached.
After leshing the scalps down until they were thin and piable, a
hoop was made with a willow branch, and the scalp was fastened to
the circlet. The inside, or flesh side, of the scalp was then
painted red and all was then.tied to what the Indians called a ''coup”
stick which staff they always carried in war dances and ceremonials.lo

On July 28 the Indians attempted to surround Fort Reno to
drive off the stock, but they were not successful. The following
day a citizen train wes attacked at Brown's Springs which was four and

8 half miles eastward of the south fork of the Cheyenne and north of

9}Eieport; of July 24, Lieutenant Wands to Litchfield, Microfilm,
#3255, War Devartment.

Opavia, op. cit., p. 5.
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Fort Reno. Eight men were killed end two were wounded; one of them .
died later. The men were well ammed with Henry rifles and other
wegpons. The force ¢f Indians was less than eighty, and they claimed
to be friendly. But one man was killed by an Indian whe, just after
shaking hands with him and accepting tobacco, shot him in the back.
Some of the party were in pursuit of game and some in pursuit of
Indians on the hill. Two were in advance end were shot while
parleying a mile from the camp. On this date Carrington sent a letter
to Omaha stating that sggressive operations had begun in his rear
erea and threatened his communicstions. He also advised the depariment
of what he thought was the absolute failure of the Fort Laramie Treaty
as far as it affected his command.n 'phis resulted in the investigation
by Brigadier General Hazen.

On August 3, 1866, the mail party of twenty men was attacked
by three hundred Indians in the valley of the Tongue River. The
party of Lieutenant Bradley, returning from Fort Smith, was also
attacked and the guide, named Brennan, was killed and scalped while
leading the wagon train.l This kept up for several hours before the
Indians left. On the ninth the wood train going to get lumber was
attacked and four mules were driven off. One Indian was killed and

12
anotner wounded.

11U. S. War Department, ¥Film 355, Letter from Carrington to

Litchfield, July 29, 1866.

U. S. War Department, Film 355, Letter from Carrington to
Litchfield, August 3, 186b,
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September was especially busy for the Indiens. On September 8

at six o'clock in the morning, a citizen train was firéd on. Two days
later government herders repulséd'the India.ns.l3 On the thirteenth
a citizen hay party was attacked and one was killed while two hundred
ninc cattle were driven off, Captain T. Ten Eyclt, the post comwander
of Fort Phil Kearny, was sent to relieve the hay party.lu The next
dgy Privete Allardo Giichrist wos killed in a raid. Ridgewsy Glover,
a citizen artist, who was sent to draw pictures by a New York paper,
went out in a geological tour without permission and was unarmed. He
was found two milés from the fort: naked, scalped, and his buack cleft
with a tomahawk, Cn the fifteenth Privste Peter Johnson was killed.16
Then the Indians stole forty-eight head of cattle on the seventeenth.
September 20 the Indians attacked another citizen outtit, but relief
from Fort Kearny saved them. On the following day the'hay party from

the fort was surrounded, but forty infantry men came snd escorted the

1
group without trouble, f Two days later the Indians attacked and

drove off twenty-four head of cattle belonging to a governrent

1
. S. War Depertment, Film 355, Report of September 12, 1866,
Carrington to Litchfield,

1y
U. S. War Department, Film 355, Carrington to Litchfield, Sept. 13,
1866,
15, .
-I1bid., Sept. 14, Letter.

16
Ibid,, Sept. 16, Letter.

Yivid., Sept. 20, Letter.
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contractor., On the same dny Captzin Brown, with twenty-three men,
stood off repested Sioux charges ard Tieutenant Matson in another
area found three termsters killed snd sczlped. They belonged to a
group of fifty-seven nen who had eplit up inte small parties and were
wntivg in the ares, These men had been under repeosted Indian attacks
for two days. Also on Septcmber 23 o citizen, Casper H. Walsh, was
killed while protecting his cattle.lg Three days later, hovever

_ & k R . )
Cclonel Carrirgtcn optimistically reported that he did not "think
the Indisn troubles (would) be perienent or generzl." ”

The next day Private Patrick Smith wes sculped alive and
mortally wounded with arrows., Later that day the Indian pertf who
killed Private Suith crossed the Pirey, There were fifteen and they
Dessed enstwsrd through the bushes of the Little Piney Jjust scuth of
the fcrt and were first discovered when they tried to cui off the
Pickets on the picket hills eesst of tihe fort. The pickets dismounted
ard started their horeses for the post, the horses receiving the arrows
as tke vickeis dashed tnrough the Indizns. The sickets fell buack

toward the fort sznd were immedistely suprorted by a mounted force of

13
Ibid., Letter, Sert, 23%, 186b, Carrinston to Cooke.

19 .
“Ivid., Letter, Sept. 26, 1%6b, Carrington to Cooke.
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twenty men. This was repeated as there were two other picket attacks
later. Also on that day a mining party of forty men were attacked and
two were killed.ao

The raids occurred almost daily either attacking wegon trains,
sutlers, or wood trains until October; then the Indians went on théir
buffslo hunt. The Department of the Platte at Onsha sent some facts
to Carrington that had been found up and down the Big Horn region,
First, the Indiens were well azrmed with revolvers and rifles, Red Cloud
was in commend and some of the Indians could spesk very good English.
The Sioux were determined to burn the country, cut off army supplies,
and hemper every movement of the whites. Also when desd Indisns were
searched, scmething was always found that had been purchased at Fort
Laramie.el

Winter was settling on the plains and, although no snow was
on the post, four feet could be found within a mile of it. The hills
were bare, but due to the wind, the ravines, valleys, and gulches
were {ull of snow msking travel difficult. The weather was cold and
the temperatures hung around zero.

With the fort completed in October, winter at hand and final

20 .
Ibid., Sept. 27, 1866, Letter from Carrington to Cooke,

Ibvid., Nov. 5, 186b, Letter from Cocke to Cerrington.
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preparations for winter almost completed, the Department of the Platte
sent instructions to Colonel Carrington for a winter campaign.
Carrington was instructed to 'strike the Sioux with a swrprise attack
against tieir winter camps. "An extreordinary effort in the winter,
when the Indian horses ere unserviceablé, it is believed, should be
followed by more success than can be accomplished by very large
expeditions in the summer, when the Indians can €0 easily ‘scatter
into deserts and mountain hiding places almost bgyond pursuit.“22

Colonel Carrington replied that an offensive operation at this

time was impossible with h;‘Lsforce.e3 Indisn activity was very limited

and, according to Carrington, the Indian problem.was over. November 27,
186b, the Department of the Flatte sent a telegram stating, "It is
impossible to take the offensive this season, except you can manage

to surprise Red Clowd in winter camp by infantry. Two or three

hundred infantry, with suffering perhaps, might thus accomplish more
than two thousand troops in summer. I have reason to believe there

are whites with the Indians, Never spareth.em."?‘u

But Carrington's orders to his officers were only to relieve

o2
Ibid., Nov. 12, 1866, Litchfield to Carrington,
231bid., Nov. 17, 1866, Carrington to Cooke.

Ivid., Nov. 27, 1866, Telegram, Carrington to Coocke.
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CHAPTER III

AFTER THD BUFFALO HUNT

December wes not three days old when President Andrew Johnson
in his messace to Congress stated that "tresties have been concluded
with the Indians, who have unconditionally submitted to our suthority
end mznifested an earnest desire for a remewal of friendly relatiorzs."1
In the meantime the Indians on the plains had finished their buffalo
hunt and had mede ready for the winter. Already the snow was so deep
a3 to =2llow only an occasional trip to the pinery from Fort Phil Kearny.2
While Carrington noticed an increase in Indian activity, he still was
not particularly elarmed and ¢id not grasp the seriousness of the
situation., Problems inside the fort were of more concern. One dealt
with an officer by the name of Williasm Judd Fetterman who was looking
for an Indian fight.

Fetterman had been reared in army life., When the Civil War
started; he had joined the army. During the war he was twice brevetted
for gallant and meritorious service, once at the battle of Murfreesboro
end again at the battle of Jonesboro, After the war Fetterosn was

" trensferred, September 21, 18bb, to the 27th Infantry with the rank

1Hebard, Bozemsn Trsil, Vol. I, p. 295.

2 pinery is a grove of pine trees,
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of *Coptein ond sent out to Fort Phil Kearny to report to Colonel
Carrington. He wos a genial ond dashing personality znd at once
treame populer socially. He was also well lixed by his subordinste
Qiticers sni wen, He was not fadliar with ifronbicr conditions o
with Irdiaan warfare. He also held a rather contenptaovus view of the

conservatism of Carrington., 3Sefore Decanber 21, Fetlerinan on cone

&%

occasion declared he could ride safely through the Iuwlsn country
wil: eizhty men. 5

Another joung officer, who was to take part in the mgssacre

on Decesber 21, was Tieutenant George W. Grurmeona, He had fessed
birugh the 0ivil Wor with honor as a Cuptain in the First Michigan

Volunteers, then as a2 lajsr, and later as o Lieatenant Colonel of

tue Zcarteenth Micnigsa Volunteers, Iinslly he was drevetted o
)
Sripsaler Geners) of the Unitel States Voluntesrs.

A1e0 1n the group wes Csptain rrederick H. prown wno wes sz
very good friend of Captain Fetterman., Zrown was to robturn to the
East scon, but he wanted to have one wmcre good fight with the Indians
before ne left. Carrington personally believed that Browan intluenced

f‘f

Fetieruan to disobey orders., Coptain Seown hsd cubtered the Tignteenth

3", S,

U Wer Depsrlmect Yilm 355, General Crders I, Jarusry 1,

-
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United States_Infantry in 1861 among some of the first recruits.5 He
was very daring both in the Civil War snd around the post. This
attitude toward action appesled to Fetterman so when he left the post
on December 21, although Brown was not one of those selected to go,
his body was found among the dead.

On December 6; there occurred an incident which revegled the
denger that threatened the commsnd of Colonel Carrington and set up
the dress rehearssl for future attempts at annihilation, At one
o'clock in the afterncon, a messenger reported to the garrison that
the wood train was under attack by Indians agbout four miles away.
Carrington inmedistely had every horse at the post mounted. For the
main relief he sent out a column of forty men under Fetterman. He led
in person a flanking party to cuf off the retreat of the Indians.

The nercury wes below zero. Carringpon. unfortunately, was thrown
into the water of Peno Creek when his horse sturbled, breaking
through the ice and thus delsyed his arrival.

Fettemuan found the wood train in the corral standing off the
attack with success. Carrington had devéloped a system for building
a corrgl under Indign attsck which was generally successful, if

completed. The wagon train, varying from twenty-five to forty wsgons,

DIbia.
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went in two parzllel lines about three hundred feet apart. After
the wagons left the post until they resched the pinery, there were
mounted pickets on either flank., One espécially dangerous place wss
on the crest of the Sullivant Hills., As soon as an Indian slarm was
given, the front wogons were to move on the trot or run forming a
circle with the mules being halted so the wagon would act as protection
in front of them, With this method a corral could be quickly mzde with
tre most possible defense.6

Thése attecking Indians retreated as the relief party approcched
and were pursued for sbout five miles wihen they turned and stafted to
fight agasin. Just as the fighting began most of the cavalry, under
the commend of Tieutenant Binghem, broke ewsy leaving Fetterman and
some fourteen others surrounded on three sides by the Indisns. He
held them off until Carrington came in sight ond the Indians fled.
Carrington was also able to save Lieutepant George Grummond and three
others who had been cut off., Seven Indians were holding down Grummond
with fire until Carrington, moving from higher ground, was able to
drive the attackers off., Why Lieutenant Binghem retreated with his
cavalry and left Fetterman was never explained since the Indians

killed him and his first sergesnt, while seversl others in his command

6Ibid.
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were wounded, The Indicns, once the ficht was over, dissppeared over
the hills, and Carrington had no force with which to follow.7

Colenel Carrington wrote on Lecember &, his report of the fight
to the Lepartzent of the Platte stating that the Indisn force
consisted of over three hurdred vraves. He gave sreat credit to
Fetterwen, Captein Brown, and Lieutenant Wands for their actions
during the fight end menticned the actions of Lieutensnt Bingham as
impossible, Carrington did include, however, a ststement froa a
ger eent which said that the horse of Lieutensnt Binghem had run
arey with him., In this letter Carrin.ton said Fettermsn followed

B _
orders completely.® Carrington slsc repeated his recyuest for mere
réen and cfficers and ststed he was unable to tzke the offensive
because of the defenses waich constantly had to be maintaired.

The Indiars did not sgein cause trouble uwnti) December 19, when
2 wrod trein was once more eﬁtacked.g Captain James Powell went to
ite rescue with orders not to pursue the Indians, but only to drive
them off. On Decenlter 20, Carring ton escorted the wood train with

eighty men without ircident, His report of the twentieth gave three

hundred and fifty men 2s strength at the fort which included soldiers,

7
U. S, Wer Deprrimept Filn 355, Report of Carringten to
Litchfield, December 8, 1866, 395 - € -

g
Ibid,

B

91bii.; Letter, Carrington to Litchfield, December 20, 1866,
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civilians, cuployees, tezusters, znd prisoners in the gucrdhouse.
Ior the once~z-week n2il parties, which were required, an escort of
twelve wen was needed to srovide protection., Severzl of these were

cas ¢ff, but orders from Onsha insisted upon a weekly report and mail

The morning of Decembler 21, was bright end clear. While the
hillsides were covered with heavy snow, the ground between the timber
and the fort was bare. The temperature was below zero., The last wood
trzin of the yesr was to g0 to the forest for lumber and return with

its final load. Fort rhil Xearny wes rea=dy to hibernste for the

Then the pickets on Sullivent Xills at eleven o'cleck in the
zorning signeled the fort that the wood trzin was agein uaander attack.,
Since the al:ra was sounded slmost daily, Cerrington quickly nobilized
ard prepared forty-nine men from his own Eighteenth Reglient and
twenly-seven men fron the Nintn Cavalry to go to the relief of the
woold traia., He first geve the commsnd to Captaln James fowell, with

Lieutenant Grumiond in comuend of the cevalry, but Captain Fetterman

SEER O, civen the comuend and clalmed the right on account
o€ to be given the co d cl ¢ the right on account of

LA™ ) . -~ e - - . . e

“Tepartrent of the rlsot*e Film 355, Uztober, 1366, lerscgs,
Litenfield to Cgrvirgbon.

11



25

seniority. Carrington granted the reguest, but warned Fetteman not
to follow the Indians beyond Lodge Trail Ridge, ‘an elevation a snort
Gistance southwest of the fort, Carrington's crders to Fetterman
were to "support the wocd trasin; relieve it, and report to me. Do
not engage or pursue Indians at its expense. Under no circumstances
pursue over the ridge, (Todge Trsil Ridge) as per map in your
possession." Then Carrington gave the same orders to Lieuternant
Grumrnond and included within these orders that Grummond should not
lecve Fetterman., Then, as Fetterman left the post, Colonel Carringten
called him and repezted the orders.12

4 siuilar incident hasorened nearly ten years later when Qeneral
Gibbens_called, "Now, Custer, don't be zreedy, but walt For us.™3
And with the caice effect, for both men met their fate within seventy-
five miles of one another.

As the commend left the fort, five Indians appesred end watched
.the force, Cgptain Yetterman was eager for a fight, and with him,
almost to the number, was the force of men that he had earlier claiméd
could te used to ride safely through the Irdian country. He relieved

the wood train and rushed on by. Just why he ignored the explicit

12.
R — - . .
=rininstool, righting Indian Warriors, p. 32.

1
31. S. Bartlett, Histor

oy v s (O
L Lory iwoming (Chicago: S. S. Clarke
Publishing Conpany, 1018), o, 287. o o
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orders from Colonel Carrington will never be known, but Fettermen
moved back of the Sullivant Hills, urobably with the intention of
cutting off the attacking party from the main body or the Sioux,
Crazy Horse, who was leading the raiding party, skillfully led the
troops on up to Lodge Trail Ridge 2long its entire length and down
to the lower ground beyond. The trap of the decoy party worked
pertectly. There were none of the usuzl mistakes; nqvlittle groups
of warriors rushed out ghead of:time to warn‘the troops of the danger.
The decoy party sctually finished its work and gave the signal
before any of the warriors chargéd. -

As the Indisns suddenly sppsared from their places of
concealment and rushed forward, the mountéd troops hastily retired
to the ridge, the intantry teking a position part way up the slope
among the rocks. Here they fought until most of tne men were down.
Then the survivors ran to join the mounted troops who retired along
the ridge, but they were presentl& surrounied near the point where
a monument was later erected. The troops released their horses and

took cover among the rocks. Then they fought until the last man

was kil;l.ed.ll‘L

When the firing started, Carrington, on the other side of

) RTE
Bartlett, op. cit., p. 287, and Hebard, op. cit., p. 313.
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advantagze of this lack of fire power, closed fast and fought hand to
hand with the remeinirg troops. It was over cquickly, with Fettermen
and trowvn aoporently shooting each other, as told by the nowder burns
on their forehesds., Orly six of the =oldiers were killed by bullets.

' 1o
ALl were scaolpedi and mutilated.

Lieutenant Grurnond had dicd about a quarter of a mile away
from ¥Yetterman, The six who stayed behind were killed in a group.
The two civilians; Wheatley and Fischer, were close by with fifty
euply snells eroand then, ten desd ponies, and sixty-five Big blots
oL blocd. As was the custom of the Sioux, they had recovered most of
their dezd and wounded, €0 casualties were difficult to sumise.17

There arc verying reports zs to the nmuber of Indians killed
during this encounter, but the loss seems to be enough so that Ten
Eyck was not attacked, nor were the wagons returning with the dead,
The fort vies saie ifrom Indian raids of any force until after the
Sug Dance.1

Throuzh the efforts of Frank bondell, a member of Congress from

Wyoming, the site where Fettermen suifered his defeat was marked by a

Barlett, op. cit., ©. 283,
17.. “r + oin . 5 - @
J. S, War Department Ti'm 255, December 21, 26, and 31, 1%6b,
Letters, Carrington to Litchfield.

18, . R, . : . -
Hyae in Rsd Cloud's Folk claimed the Sioux lost fourteen
werriors, Red CToud admitfed The lous of one hundred eizhiy Sioux
Indians years later,
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monument erected by the U. S. government on Massacre Hill about five
miles from the site of Fort Phil Kearny. The monument, built of
boulders, was dedicated on July 4, 1908. Among those present at the
dedication vere General Carrington and a few of the survivors of his
command. Fastened to the monument is a bronze snield, which bears the
following inscription: "On this field on the 2lst day of December,
1866, three comuissioned officers and seventy-six pri&ates of the
Eighteenth United States Infantry and the Ninth United States Cavalry,
ard four civilians under the command of Captain and Brevet Lieutenanﬁ
Colonel William J. Fetterman, were killed by an overwhelming force of

Sioux under command of Red Cloud. There were no survivors."!J

The rnight of this bloody massacre a frightful blizzard broke
looée; the thermometer dropped to more than twenty-five degrees below
zero, The-snow piled so rapidly against the stockade that forces of
men worked in fifteen minute shifts shoveling it away to prevent drifts
fram reaching a height where the Indians could climb over the stockade.
But the sewerity of the weather kept the Indiens in their own shelters,
Guards and snow-shovelers were changed every fifteen minutes. ZEven at
that, many of them were badly frostbitten. Lights burned in a1l the

quarters. Everybody expected an attack to be made upon the post after

1
Tartlctt, op. cit., p. 284,
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tule first grest vloody victory by Red Cloud and his wsrriors,

The entire post wos very simken and the widow of Lieutensnt
George Grunﬁrnd who had beern in coumard of the cavelry, was prostrate
with grief, Colonel Carringston vrepasred a messzge for the courier to
cend to General P, St. Gecige Cooke in Omaha which 2lso showed his
lock of restreint:

Do send me reinforcerents forthwith, ZExpedition now with my
ce i oossible., I risk everything but the Dost and its stores,

nture as much 2s eny ore can but I have had tfdsy = fight

ionpled in Indian worfare. iy loss is ninety-four (GH)

Py ‘

L OT
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1

S
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I hnve recovered forty-nine bodies and thirty-five more are
to be Lrought in in the moring.

I need prompt reinforcemente and repestivg arms, 1 am sure
kave =an active winter snd nmust have wen and srtwe, Prompinese
the vital thing.

o
m O

pde

Give me officers and give me men,

The tone of the letter and the two different numbers given in
one letter as to cssualties were glso to have a disturbing effect
uven General Cooke in Omahza, Bcefore the letter could be delivered,
nowever, someone had to volunteer ¢ ride through more than two
hundred thirty-six miles of wwarked, Indisn infested country with a

btlizzard reging and the therrometer nesar twenty-five de‘zeee below

Brininstool, Fightirg Indizn Werriors, p. 26.
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U. S, fﬂl Dewartment Film 755, lesse

O
&
Tecemter 21, 1866, Carrirgton to the Depsrtument

e sent by courier,
nk e Flatte.
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zero., 1t sppesred to be olmost certain death., But John Phillips
volunteered ard rode into history performing, in the eyes of the
people of Wyoming, a far greoster feat then the one accomplished by
Paul Revere

John Fhillips czme to the Rocky Mountazins w;th prospectors and
was ab Fort Phil Xearry as a civilian employee when the massscre

cceurred, i

AL

wes nicincred "Portugee" because he was born on Fayal,
one oi the Azores Islendg, of Portuguese parents.ge As Pnillips
prepered fcr the trip, Carrington gave him his own horse, the best on
the rost. Phillips tock a few crackers and a2 hatful of feed for his
horse. Just before he left, Phillips went to Mrs., Grummond ond gave
her hic wolf rcbe for comfort =nd remembrance.

As he left the rnost, everyone expected to hear shots or scresns,
zeening the end of their hope, but none was hesrd, Phillips slipped
out into the right, going through drifts that hid the treil &
three to five feet deep. The trip to ¥ort Laragmie required five
days. Phillips rode ot night =nd hid during the day. At one place
ne wgs pursued by Iniisns, but after he first out-Cistanced them, he
“galned 3 high hill where the Indisms did not attewpt to get him., At
Horse Stoticn Pnillips stopped long enough to send a wire tc Omaha

Then Phillips rode on egain, srriving at ¥ort Laramie on Christmas

o

l'\.)

Aegnes Wright Spring, Cheyenne-tlgck Hills Stuge Eoutes
(The Arthur H, mmebmgx Qmaﬂ&,Cd&mnn&TB{H,p.uﬂ

H
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Eve. The officers at the post vere having a goy ball in the officers!'
Guarters. The gppearance of Phillips, plus the news he carried, had
a dargening effect on the party snd on the post, The hLorse Phillips
rode wne desd from exhausticn on the parsde ground =nd, 2fter he had
given his messsge, Fhillips fainted on the floer at the party, due to
over-exposure znd the ordesl thet he hod undergone, A wire was
izmediztely sent to the Department of the latte at Omaha, and
3rrsngeients were nmode to send Fort Phil Kearny a reliefparty.g3

Ustrander, in his auto-biography, An Amy Boy of the Sixties,

————

recalled hearing Phillips state that at times he was as much as ten miles
off tre trail.gu Phillips =till, st times, had to contend with Iadisans
wnile off the trail. The trail was so well patrolled by Indisans,
however, that any messenger who had followed the trail weuld have
certainly been killed,

The Indiens never forgot that Phillips was the hero who.szved
the fort., He was continuglly hunted and harrassed by the Sicux. At
one tive he vas lassoed by them in an attempt to capture him, but
Phillips eSCHP€d-25. At other times his cattle were shot down and

vhen he wee hauling weod for the U. S, government =t Fort Tetteman,

a band of Indians drove off and killed a considerable amount of his

2y
Olson Bowles Ostrznder, An Army Boy of the Sixties (World
Beok Corpeny: New York, New York, 1924), p. ofL.
N
&

douse Report, No. 1912,
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stock, In 1916 Congress gave to his widcow five thouss sné dollars as
peyment on livestock stolen by the Indians in 1872 znd in recognition
of the ride he msde, House Report Number 1912 said, "In 211 the
anrzls of hercism in the fzce of unususl dangers and dilfficulties on
the Auerican froatier, or in the world there are few that can excel

o)

in gellantry, in heroism, in devotion, in self-sacrifice, and

patriotism the rice by Phillivs. nel
As soon as the tclegram concerning the msssacre was received
in Omaha, Genersl Cooke took action. He sent four infentry and two
cavalry compenies to the thre=ztened post from Fort Laramie, They were
comnanded by Generzl Herry W, Wessells, who was given additional
instructions to relieve Carrington instently. Generzl Cooke felt
that Carrington was badly shsken by his fesr of 2 sudden attsck ard
that Carrington would not act appropriastely. Coocke also felt that
Carrirgton did not maintain proper daiscipline and that his officers
Y
23 ~ .
had no confidence in him. Genersl Cocke, in turn, was relieved by

Genersl Shermen becazuse of the masescre. Genersl Cooke regsrded this

as cne of the low points of hic army czreer. He hed generally agreed

ef

28Otis E. Young, The Vest of P 110 St. George Cooke, 1209-1305,

(The Arthur H. Clark Coppany : Glendnle, Galiforn la. 1955) P. 355,

ibid.




3T

with Carrington on the matter of equipment ond men, but the arny was
being demobolized after the Civil War and men were not available.
From his reports, he 2lgsc realized that the Indians were better
armed then the soldiers, os some hed the new repeater rifle, Guns
were being sold to the Indiens at Fort Larsmie and other places,
because policy at thzt time stated that the Indians needed better
veapons to hunt with and would, therefore, nct te as upset with the
chenge that was taking place in their hunting ground. 7The Indians
atreed when they purchased the rew rifles that they were goirg to
use trhem for hunting, but, of course, they alsc hed other uses for
threm, 23

. or. the frontier, Carrington wrote his reports concerning the
mzssacre and the condition of the fort., His reports of the fight
contained the general fects of the mgssécre, plus a condesnztion
of Coptoin Fettermen. The report stated that Fetterman hed been
reprimended for his sctions on December b, and that Fetterman hed
insisted on leading the command to regain Carrington's favor.
Fetterman had discbeyed orders, The report written Jamuary 4, 1867,
¢zve the following descrintion of the condition of the fort:

m

The garrison of Fort Phil Kearny was as follows: including

o]
“1vid., p. 34O,
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myself, district, regimental, battalion, and post staff, seven
officers; and for duty, including those on extra or daily duty
as clerks or otherwise, 308 officers and men,

The norinal sgeregate present was 339, and the aggregate
proper of the commznd, including ten commissioned officers
absent and soldiers absent, the sick, and those in arrest was
398 men.,

The nurber of serviceable horses at the post was 37, and
unserviceable, 13,

Fort Fril Kesrny wes establ!ished amid hostilities.,  Fifty-
one skirmishes have occurred. No dkaster, other taan the usaal
incidents {o border werfere occurred, until gross disobedience 0
of orders sacrificed nesrly 80 of the choice men of my commend .J

fort Phil Kearny was living in fear. Colonel Carrington gave

orders to place the women and children in the magazine in case the

Indians ceme over ‘the walls of the fort, ard then instructions were
. 71 .
to blow up the masazine.”

QCutside one of the worst winters in the history of Wyoming
ensarcuded the region. Inside the fort life was coid, fearfuvl, ~nd
hard. Fort Phil Kesrny was established azmid hostilities, hardship,
and spprehension, and it was never to know the friendly relations
with the Indians which President Johnson hod made refervence only a

little more than a month before,

’ )OU..S, War Department ¥ilm 355, Letter, Jsauary Y4, 1867,
Carrinzton to Cooke.

ne
2*Young, The West of Philip St. Georze Cooke, p. 330.




CHAPTER IV
LIFE INSILDE THs FORT

During the brief period Fort Phil Kearny was in existence,
life around the fort was always dangerous and hard. The temperature
veried from forty degrees below zero in the winter to one hundred and
ten dégrees in the summer, Indiens, or the lack of them, were always
of gregt imports=nce and had to be taken into consideration before
eny decision could be made. Survival was a struggle.

The fort was laid oub according to the plans drawn up by
Colerel Carrington and it vas constructed under his direction. The
fort was completed on October 30, 1806b, and in celebration of the
event, 2 holiday was given to raise the flag on a newly built flag
pole. Carrington called the dgy "Preparation Day" snd gave a short
soeech dedicating the fort as a zuardian to the traveler and a fore-
rurner te civilization, while the band played a few songs to
cowsernorate the occasion.1

The fort was built along conventionsl lines (see sketch on page
42). On the north side of the fort were about eight buildings which
were fron left to right: the hospital, sutler's store, adjubtant'sz

oifice, guard house, cusrtermaster department, teanster's quarters,

Speech presented by Colonel Carrinzton, October 20, 12606,
Carrington, Ez_Army Life.



made by Bugler Nicholi 10 1867,

Sketch of Fort Phil Kearny
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and stables. The stables also ran the length of the east side of
the fort., Between the fort sznd the Bozeman Treil were the houses of
John Phillips, who rode to Fort Larasie the day after Fetterman and
his rmen were killed, and Jim Wheatley, a2 good friend of Phillips,
who vas killed with Fettermzn., On the west side of the fort were
‘three buildings cccupied by Comtany A, Company H, and Company B of
the Twenty-seventh Infantry. Along the socuth of the fort were a

nuwsber of smaller buildiness vhich included the theater, officers!

b

quarters, szwrill, lsundry, commissary, as well as some civilian
housinz, The entire post was encircled by a wall that veried in
heizht from four to ten feet, znd in the wall there were four gates,
Two gates were on the north side; the wain gate which copened onto
the Bozeman Trail, =nd the other a smaller gate that opened from

the stzbles. On the south side were the other two zates. Cne was
o1 fhe Tittle Piney Creekx. This was called the water gate and was
the one Ifrou which Jobn Pnillips rode with the news of the massacre.

The mill gate opened onto a wegon trail; this was the gate Fettermon

fu

used the day he rode out to the wood train and to his death. There
were sqntry boxes at the gates where block houses, occupied day and
nicht, guarded»the nartheast and northwest corners.

The area around the fort wes as well selected =nd planned as

was the intsrnal construction. The Piney Rivers leave the mountains

about five miles from tle post, and 2hout five wiles from each other.
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Between the two, shortly before they unite, was a platesu, It was
covered with good grass znd wes a gradual slope. The plateau was
five hundred by six hundred feet with scue sides dropring in a forty-
five degree angle. Carrington prided himself in the perfect field of
fire it controlled. On the crest was a good growth of pine which
Carrington figured wes inexhsustable snd near enough so that two
loads of logs could be hauled to the fort in one day. Cne part of
the post touched the creek znd the water was clear, ccld, and ranid,
The rifies of the Indisns counld not reach the fort while Carrington
n=d also orought artillery with vhich he could fire on the hills and
slopes, A signal hill, a he)f mile distance, commanded a good view
of the rosl eastward for eleven miles, and orn this hill Carrington
placed a picket during the day to sound the alarm of approaching
Indians or wagon trains. Anout two miles from the post was found a
vein of é¥“nel coal that could be used for fuel.

Another advantzge (o the fort in this location was the wild
gare. 1T was the center of the hunting grounds for the Indians and
sbourded with bear, buffsle, elk, deer, antelope, rabbits, -nd - sage
hens. The Crow, Snake, Chevenne, Arspnshce, =znd Sioux Indian tribes
roamed this area which they ccnsidered a semi-neutrzl zone. The
mountains goout five miles from the fort were full of pine, henlock,

balsom, fir, and spruce.2

o
— -y

. S. Department of Interior, fopers i

etative to Indian
Cuerations, p. 1h,




n

5
b

A description of every dey life =t the fort was recorded

&

the widow of I 1euuenanu Georze Grummond. When she {irst arrived, the
families had to live in tents., Two tents were placed together and
this arrancement lested into the winter for some of them. The new
marters, when rendy, werce occupied, but they hardly lived up to the
standards of modern living. The house of pine logs consisted of three
rocins. ileces of sheeting or old newspaper were used for window shades,
The carpets, made from gunny sacks, covered a hard dirt floor. Every
itew in the house except those brought from the East vere made out of

rousiy lwiter, bul s sturdily construc ted, Only necessities werc shinoed

irto the fort., The cust was tetween twenty and twenty-five dollars
Fer hundred pounds from the lissouri River to the mountszins, Then
damage or Gestruction of the merchandise was always o tarest.

food prices were high. Butter sold for seventy-five cents per

~~
7

sound in the sufler's store, Vegetables came dried in large cakes.

s

+j

lhe bajter produced bresd. The Indizns kent reducing the caitle,
tarzeys, snd chickens, that were brought invoriginally, at such a
rate that even zn occasional ezg becane a luxury. Canned peazches and
other fruit which was brought into the sutler's store at Fort Phil
Kezrny s21d for one dollar and seventy-five cents to two dollars per

.

.cen. Mesgts ond fovl cost fron two dollars gnd seventy-five cents to

41~
%]

3 ;
hree dollars per can. Te bacon and flour were often spoiled., The

1 N - g N . . . ~
“Cstrender, An rny £oy of the Sixties, p. Z01.
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orincipzl diet of the privates was bacon, coffee, besns, znd flour.
Needless to say, many were in the hosptital with malnutrition while
others sutfered stiff jointe and the loss of teeth.

The pay of the civilizns and the soldiers was not comuensurate
to the cost of livingz on the frontier. The pay of a tcziister was
seventy-tive dollars a month., This was considered good, but it was
aitficult to save any money.")'L The pay ¢f the military in 1365 was
sixteen dollars per month.for'é_private, $1249.50 a year for a Second
Lieutenant, $1800 per year for a Captain, and $2544 a year for a
Colonel.D

Intertainment on the post was limited. Violence from the
cutside disrugted the fort ofven, This violence did not create an
air of excitement, but rather it wade for depression and dreariness.
The women, to bresk up t.is mwood, rote occasionally with the wail
wegon to Fort Laramie. A fine description of g sutler's store was
written by brs. Carrington after one of her trips.

‘The long counter of hessrs., Bullock and Ward was a scene of

seeming confusion not surpessed in any populaer, overcrowded
store of Omgha itself. Indisns, dressed and half dressed and

wdressed; squaws, dressed to the sane degree of completeness
s their novle lords; papooses, absolutely nude, slightly not

Mvid., p. 201.

S . ' . e
-~ “House Executive Docurent #12, Tortieth Congress, First
Session.
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nude or wregpped in cslico, buckskin, or furs, wmingled with
soldiers of the gerrison, teamsters, emigrants, speculators,
half-breeds, and interpreters. Here, cups of rice, sugar,
coffee, and flour were heing emptied into looped-up skirts
of a sqguaw; and there, some tall warrior-was grimacing
delightfully as he srasped and sucked his long sticks of
pepperuint candy. Bright shawls, red squaw cloth, brilliant
calicoes, =nd flashing ribbons passed over the same counter
with knives and tobacco, brass nails, and glass beads, and
that endless catslogue of articles which belong to the
legitimate border traflic. The room was redolent of cheese
and herring, and "icap of smoke"; while the debris of munched
crackers lying loose underfoot furnished both nutriment and
employment for the little bit of Indiesns too bigz to ride on
Manma's beck, but tgo little to reach the good things on the
counter or shelves.

Inside the fort the Sundsy evening hymn sing at the headguarters
wos the high point of the social activity. Other events on the
celender were the visits to the quarters of the five officers' wives
on the post. The main topic of conversation dealt with comparing '
notes on cooking, sewing, various steps of advancement in different
arts, prevailing fashions on dress, often an 211 around social dence,
ganes of czrds or the autiwrs' game. A band recital at the head-
guarters was a big occasion.

The life of a soldier cn the post was one of restrictions,
denger, and boredow. The amusements were very limited. Fraternizing

with the Irdians, ganbling, =nd drinking were zbsolutely forbidden.

6

arrington, Absarsks, Land of lassacre, pp. }5-36.
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Carrington was an ardent abo'itionist and dealt severcly vwith any
coldier found drunk or disorderly.! Ope type of punishient was the
"Bob-tail discharge." This was used on one occasion when a soldier
who. was to be dischorged in e few days was found crunk. ‘He was
ordered to march around the vost to the best of the drum, then sent
out of the fort.® Zoth of nis legs were zs stiff as posts {rom the
hips down, the result of malnutrition. Another man who had besn
found drunk hed his head shaved., Then he was branded with a hot
ircn and drummed out of the army. At that time it was suicide to ‘
go a mile from the fort for the Indians watched the roadl constantly.
Nelther man was ever seen ggoin. In this way eight men were sent
out oI the post. Another punishment was called the "spreat eagle.”
A drunk scldier was stretched full length and tied to rour tent
stakes at the guard house. The sun was intense and the flies were
tiidck, The wan died.the next day. At Fort Reno, when this
sunishment was iwposed, such a riot was staged ﬁhat it was not used
again at that post.d

The number of men in an infantry company would compare to a
large squad in the present army orgsnization. A cunpany of infantry

soldiers would be gprrorvimetely two hundred fifty, wherezs the

—

U, €. Wz Departuent Film 255, Genersl Orders +5, Carrington

o
to troors, June 28, 13656,

O

This wss referred to as being drumued out of the service.

“William wurphy, "The Forgotten Battalion! Annals of Vyoning,
hY 1. P ) o et §
Vel. 7, #1, July, 1920, pw. 383-L00.
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morning report for December 21, 186b, read as follows for the six

conpanies, mounted infantry and guards:

Company A, Secand Battslion, Fighteenth Infantry 16 men
Comnany C, Second Battslion, Eighteenth Infantry 13 mén
Company E, Second Battalion, Eighteenth Infantry 13 men
Coupany H, Secord Battalion, Eighteenth Infantry 13 men
Company K, Second Battelion, Eighteenth Infantry 23 men
Company C, Second United States Cavalry 8 men
Mounted Infentry 11 men
Guards for the fort 32 men
Wood party guard 50 men

Compeny C had sixty men when it left for Fort Phil Kearny

and Company K originally had forty-f ive.lo
Thus, 1life at Fort Phil Kearny with almost no facilities for

emusenent, food without variety, and the ever present danger from

the Indians, little resembled the fictional account of life around

the frontier army posté.

_ 10U. S. Department of the Interior, op. cit., Letter of
December 21, 1866. T



CHAPTER V
AFTER THE SUN DANCE

During the remazinder of the winter and on into spring, Fort
Phil Kearny awaited the renewal 6f Indian hostilities. The winter
was one of the severest in Wyoming history. General H. W. Wessels,
who replaced Colonel Carrington, arrived at Fort Phil Kearny on
January 17, 1867, after wading through snowbanks up to four feet
deep. Carrington was ordered to leave the fort as soon ss he could
be ready. Therefore, in January, with the temperatures nearly
forty degrees below zero, Carrington left with his wife, the widow
of Lieutenant George Grummond, the band, and a guani.l

General Wessels attempted a winter campaign against the
Indisns but without results. The severity of the weather, plus the
foct that the Indians could not be found, made the winter just a
struggle for survival against the €lements.

Wessels, in his letters to the Department of the Flatte,
reported a complete diszppearance of the Indians. On April 15 he
requested infonnation as to the whereabouts of Red Cloud after the

Fetternan Massacre. Later in the month Wessels had a conference

Ithe vidow of Lieutenant George Grummond beceme the second
wife of Colorel Carringteon following the death of Mrs. Carrington.

2Haf'en. Fort Loranie, . 35h.
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with the Cheyenne chiefs in sn effort (o secure informestion as to
the activities of the Sioux. In a letter, dated June 20, Vessels
stated that he had been unsucces sful in his efforts to locate the
Sioux.3

The big question all along the Bozeman Trail durxnb tue spring
ond suuser concerned the wheresbouts of the Siouvx. What the men at
Fort £hil Kearny did not know was that the Sidux were busy with plans
to annihilgzte Fory Phil Kezuny end Fort C. ¥, Smith in Hontana,

Ked Cloud hal the Sioux together for the ceremony during the suumer
solstice called the Sun Dance. He wanted to attack Fort Pril Kearny,
but other chniefs in the tribe wished to agttack ¥crt C., ¥, Smith.
Since no agréement could te resched, the tribe split up after the
Sun Dance. The Miniconjou Sioux started toward fort C. ¥. Swith
wiile ned Cloud, leszding the rest, made ready fcir an attack upon
Zort Phil Kearny., A fight was to follow at both forts, which in
each instsaoce wes to De disastrous for the Sioux.

The battle to follow at Fort FPhil Kearny was known as the
Wagon Box Fight. It was fought on Auzust 2, 1367, Kilitary

historians consider it one of the most important fights in United

o 3L S. Ver Eepthuent ¥ilm 265, March 21, April 15, April 26,
and June 20, 1867, Lctlters from Wessels to Litchfield,
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States warfare, for it proved successfully the use of breech-loading
rifles. The cificer in charge of the soldiers protecting the wood-
cutters was Captain James W. Powell.

Captain Powell had entered the army as a private at the
opening of the Civil War. Soon he was raised to a sergesnt of the
First Dragoons, then he was promoted to Second lieutenant in 1861,
and finally to ceptain in 1863. He received the brevet of ceptain
in 1863 for gallant and meritorious conduct during the Atlanta
canpaign and at the battle of Jonesboro, Georgia. He was brevettai'
a major on September 1, 1864, for gzllant service at Chickamauga,
and a lieutensnt colonel on August 2, 1867, for gallant conduct in the
Wagon Box Fight at Fort Phil'Kearny. This last brevet was the
reward for bravery and end.urance.u The following year he was
placed on the retired list of the army, having been incspacitated
for active service as a result of gunshot wounds received at the
battle of Jonesboro., These wounds bothered him even at the time of
the Wagon Box Fight aid vhile he was providing protection for the
wood-cutters., |

The firm of Gilmore and Porter had a contract to supply Fort

‘yﬁebani, op. cit., p. T2.
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Phil Kearny with logs for the sawnill and firewood for the winter.
John Phillips, the hero who carried the message to Fort Laramie, had
a subcoulract with Gilmore and Porter to deliver logs. In order to
protect their stock from night attacks by the Indians and the fear
of another major fight with the Indians, the contractors had built
a corral out of wegons six miles west of the fort on a level plain.
They had removed the boxes from their wagons, fourteen of them, and
had formed them into an oval shaped enclosure into which the
contrgctors' stock was driven every night. The pinery, where logs
were being cut, was a short distance from the wagon box corral.
Several tents were pitched just outside of the corral in which the
woodchoppers and soldiers bunked. Seven thousand rounds of
aununi tion were inside the corral and everybody was instructed, in
case of an Indian attack at the pinery, to retreat to the corral
where a good defense could be made until relief arrived from the

fort.5 Most of the wcodchoppers were from Nebraska as Gilmore and

Porter operated out of PlattSmOuth.6
Red Cloud had gbout three thousand warriors with him to taxe

the fort by force, but when his spies reported the workuien st the

5Brininstool, Fighting Indian Warriors, p. hl.

6Ibicl. . . T8.
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pinery, Red Cloud changed his plans. The force at the pinery at

thzat time had been reduced from fifty-cne to thirty-two as some of
Captain’'Powell's wen had retwned to the fort. The remaining men
vere scattered around the area protecting the livestock and performing
other duties. Captain Powell was even busy teking a bath in the
creek when the Indiszns attacked. Red Cloud decided to cut oif the
escort to the wood-cutters end, by so dbing, lessen to that extent
the fighting force ol the garrison. Thus Red Cloud felt en
opportunity to cut off two forces, the men returning to the fort and
the others guarding the stock, had arrived. The decoy trick was
attempted again, but the warriors could not be restrsined and they
- rushed out of their hiding places before the plan could be enacted,
About two hundred of them stampeded the horses and the rest, with
Crazy Horse in command, attacked the camp of the wood-cutters,
killing some men =nd setting the camp on fire. SOme of the workmen
fled to the fort while a few joined Powell. The force inside the
wsgon box, including Powell and one other officer, was twenty-six
soldiers and four civilians, one veing John Phillips.

The men were well orimed and prepasred for the atteck., Nost of
them, in grest fear of Leing czptured a2live by the Indiens, took
the shoe strings out of their shoes and fixed loops to fit over the
right foot and then tc the triggers of their rifles. In this way, if

all hope was lost, they could kill themselves instead of being
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subjected to torture as had happened to some of Fetterman's men.Y
The wzgon boxes were made of iron or were wood boxes shod with iron
of sufficient thickness to resist an ordinary bullet.8

Al though there was a certain amount of surprise and confgsion,

Powell ordered the men to keep a cool head and a steady aim.9 Next,

he plazced the poorer marksmen behind the tetter shots and had these
men losd the rifles. When the Indisns rushed the small band of men,
there was no attempt'by the werriors to come close to the wagon boxes,
o5 the Indizns hed plenned to wait until the 0ld single losd rifle
shell had been fired. After the men in the wagon box had fired, the
Irdians cherged only to meet furtger disaster. The Indians recoiled
and began to circle the soldiers, but the fire continued to take its
tcll. When Red Cloud saw the slaughter of his best warriors with no
noticezble effect on the other force, he decided to change his plan.
Dissounting his men, they stesrted to crawl.and slip forward through
the grass and shrubbery, hopring to get rear enough to rush the
defenders and carry the wagon boxes by storm. The attempt was a

failure for, everytime an Indian exposed himself, a bullet from '"the

7Ibid., T. 62.

€This hes been denied by some of the soldiers who took part

in the affair, but Captain Powell's official report is the basis
for this stziement. ‘

Q.
“Bartlebt, History of Wycming, p. 28h4.
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rifle that was never eupty" took its toll. Tre fire from the guns
of the Indiens flattened or bounced off the wsgon boxes doing little
harm,

Then the Indizps fired from the high ground above the men in
the wrgon boxes, but again with little effect. For three hours the
battle continued. The Iﬁdians used flgming arrows and every device
at their disposal, but without success. Indisns, who were watching
the fort, gave ded Cloud a repert of a large force of scldiers leaving
Tort ihil Kearny and tne fight was over. =#ned Cloud, after using every
man, withdrew, leaving many desd and wounded on the field of battle.

Trie loss thzot Powell had suffered was very light. DLesices
Lieutenant Jsnness, who died from a throst wound, only two other
soldiers were killed. Privetes Doyke and Hagzgerty were the casualties.ll
As for the loss suffered by the Indians, there hsve been wany conflicting
totals, snd it depended on vwho reported the casuslties. Captain
Powell estimated in his report thet over three hundred Indisns were
killed and wounded. Genersl Crenville M. Dodge, thirty years later,
after an interview with Red Cloud, estimated over eleven hundred.

The men in the wezgon box sa2id they killed seven or eight hundred.l2

Orvpid., p. 285.

Yiyde, Red Cloud's Toli, p. 8k

ldBrininstool, op. cit., p. 78.



Hyde in his book zbout Red Cloud stated:

The Sioux never regarded this fight as a defeat. They had
captured a great wany horses and mules, znd although they had
six killed and six wounded, they had inflicted a heavier loss
on the whites, killing several workmen, one officer, and five
men in Powell's force, Captain Iowell reported that he thought
obout eixty Imdisns had been killed. - Colonel Hichard 1. Dodgell
in his stupid book, CUR WILD INDIANS, started the story of the
huge losses suffered by the Sioux in the affair, and the tale
has grown with yezrs until todey it is sometines stated that
1500 warriors, twice the entire force of Indians engaged, were
killed by Powell's thirty men,lH

Regardless of the conflicting reports, the following statement

by fned Cloud is interesting, "I went into the fight with three
taousand braves and came out with but half of them. It was a big
fight. The long swords fought as I had never seen them fight before,
iy warriors were as nuuerous as blsdes of grass. I went in with
meny. I lost wore than half, the long swords shot true to the mark.
My warriors never fought again."™2 This was true, for the last
mejor attack by the Indians in the Fort Phil Kearny region was over,

m

The results of the fizht at Fort C. F. Smith also had an
effect on the final decision concerning Ifort Phil Kearny. <+he fight
there was called the Hayfield Fight. It occwrred on August 1, 18067,

in a hay field gbout two and a half miles from tne fort. The whites,

13Hyde probably was referring to General Grenville M. Dodge
and his reports, ‘

14, .
uhyde, cp. cit., pp. 159-160.

LHevard, Bozeman Trsil, Vol. II, p. 181.

-
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protected by a corral, were attacked repeatedly throgghout the day,
tut held out until relieved in the evening. The loss there was
three killed znd four wounded zmong the whites.

Thereafter the Sioux attecks were made primarily on the
wagon trains ad selllers' herds. J. Van VYoast, the commending
of ficer at ort Reno, reported one men killed and three wounded
at Crezy Womwan Creek on August 16. Eight days later he reported
two hundred head of cattle were lost and two citizens were killed.16
This kind of activity continued but, although the forts lived in

constont ferr, they never again experienced an Indian attack.

160. S. War Department Film, Letter, August 24, 1867,



CHAFIER VI
DYING EMBERS

Although the Wegon Box Fight cccurred August 2, 18067, the
nztion did not learn of the event until August 22, 1867.1 On that

dzte the Umaha Weekly Heruld gave a brief account of the incident

and promised that details would follow. The next day a more
cauplete account was given,2 but detzils as to property loss, as
well =s nuwbers killed and wounded did not appear until August 29.3
As the nation gredu=lly lesrned of the turn of events at Fort Phil
Keainy, the pendulum began once more to swing back towerd tic
Irdizn. A re-exsmination of the existing policy was hastened by
this and by a number of othef things.

The rails of the Union Pacific in 1866 reached a point two
hundred miles west of Omaha and the govermment hed not only
invested heavily in it, but the War Department of the United States
looked upon the building of the railroad as one of the most eifective
methods for subduing the Irdisns. While they attacked construction

crews and wagon trains, as well as stsge and telegrsph stations,

L0usha Weekly Hersld, August 22, 1867.
2

Ibid., August 23, 1367,

31bid., August 29, 1867.



i to the‘Cheyennes and Crows rather than to the Sioux. The limits to. -

L

. . S R AR

RS " o
it was believed that in the railroad lay the answer to the Indian. -~
provlem. The completion of the railroad and peace with the Indians

were of the utmost importanceEin'the'eyes of the nation.

The Quakers and other peace advocates were strong and gaining

Jme

strength, Needless to say, the sutlers, Indian agents, settlers, and. ,.
A * Yo b ’

emigrants longed for peace. Y, § R S
‘The Indians were beginning toc be convinced that it was ' - .~ ¥

H

useless to oppose the rgilroad and the forts. The Wagon Box>Fight‘;
hed hed 2 serious effect on the morale zs well as the physical force
of the Sioux, ' | : n_?
Time for mgking snother trcaty was near at hand, but two :~' ‘fi}j
treaties[bore directly upon the history of Fort Phil Kearny. Onen
was signed in 1865;‘the other was negotiated in 1868.
Tﬁe Treaty of Fort Laramie in 1865 established, in a general | ifk
way, the boundaries of the Sioux Nationﬂ’ Thg»territory assigne@ to . :

the Cheyennes and the Arapahoes was also defined in the treaty. In

,.-fact, the area in wbich Fort Phil Kearny was located reslly bqlongedh;;‘ E

———r

Y ;

x%
each nation as set forth by the treaty were as.follows:u :

The territory of the Sioux or Dahcotah Natidn commencing

See map on page 63.
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the mouth of the White Eerth River on the Missouri River;
thence in a Southvesterly direction to the forks of the Flatte
River; thence up the North fork of the Platte River to a point
known as the Hed Butte or where the rosd leaves the river;
thence zlong the range of mountains known as the Black Hills
to the hesdwaters of the Heart RKiver; thence down Heart Hiver
to its mouth; and thence down the Missouri River to the place
of beginning, '
The territory of the Chevennes and the Arapshoes, commencing
at the Red Butte or the place where the rosd leaves the north
fork of the Platte River to its source; thence along the main
range of the Rocky Mountains to the Headwaters of the Arkansas
Hiver; thence down the Arkansss River tc the crossing of the
Santa ¥Fe rogd; thence in a northwesterly direction to the fork

of the Platte River; and therce up the Flatte Kiver to the
place of beginning.b

The toundery of the Sioux territory as defined in the Treaty
of ¥Yort Laracie placed‘thb‘sioux Nation glmost entirely inside the
present state of South Dakota. The Black Hills were the western
limits of the Sicux. Fort FPhil Xearny was located in the most
northern extremity of the land assigned the Cheyennes. Actuslly
the fort was situated in whot more or less belongéd to the Crow
Nation, buat they hed woved farther into Montena. When the Sioux
were in the region of the Big Horn Mountains, they were approximately
one hundred and thirty miles west of their treaty boundary, but

boundary lines had little meaning to the Indian. The Sioux were the

SCharles Kappler, Indisn Affeirs, Lews, and Tresties, Vol. II
(Washington: Goverrment Frinting Uifice, I1004), p. HOW.
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mest respected snd dengercus ¢f the Indisne in that regicn 5o no

5

coe gaesticoned thelr activity., They were there to hunt end to
control the Big Hoin Mountaius., Tort Phil Lenl 1y threstened that
conirol, nence, fron the point'of vicw of tre Sicux, it Lad to be
westreyed,
The trecty with the Sioux in 18€¢ was negotiated for the
Sehe recscl 29 hed bteer the Treatly of 1865, Pe-ce with the Indiane,
seicty Tor the wintes, and property settlewent were the main
Article 1 stated tha
States would honcer this sgrecaent.
le 11 definsd the toundsries of the territcery assigned
Vo the Sioux Nation as fcilowe:d

Connrencing on the east bank of the Missouri River vhere

he ty-sixth ne al J nerth lati r 7 0Le
the forty-sixth nerallel of north latitule crosses th e
thence zleng thie low~vater mavk dowvn szld east benk to e
Euint oppusite wihere the northern line of nebraska to the

one nundred srd forth degree of W“p'wt'*A vest from CGrecnwich,
therce nrorth on sodd merician to o point vhere farty-sixth
sorgllel of north lgtitude intcorceots the sawe, thence due
east along soid parzllel to the place of beginning.(

This reduced the territory of the Sioux snd placed them
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2lwzet corgletely inside the states of North snd South Dakota.

The treaty also cvrovided thzti:

The tcrritery seb apert for tne zbsolute and andisturhed
use snd occucaticn of the Indians =nd the United Strtes now
solemnl; cirees that no perscre except those herein designated
end sabherized so to do, snd except sach of Ilce“", azerte, and
enloyees of the gfovermuent ss ney be suthorizeld to exter apon
Intidlan rescrvetisns in discharge of duties enjoined Ly lﬂM,

shall ever be psrnitted tc pass over, settle upon, or resice
in the territory. The Indisn cculd hunt bulfzlo north of North
Flatte ardl on the Regublicen fork of the Smoky Hill River.

The Indirms for their part agreed as follows:

t they «will withdrew all o.pocsition to e coastructicn
of the reilrocds now belpg built on the plains.

e

2, Tant they will peruit the pencelul couastruc
reilrood not goesing over thelr roservatio I

.‘
o} ()

™

&

7. Thot they will not ”t‘;ck any persons ot houe, or
‘*“VCan sy RET w2lest or clsturd any waoon tiel -9, ﬂaioh:s,
males, or cattle belonzing to the people of the United Staote

or to noreons iriendly therewith.

R ‘—‘

Fal

L, They will never cazpture or carry off from the seltlements
viilte wvomen or children.

Ty - -~ PURYE o e, oy gy o .
Pe They will never kill or scalp white men, nor atiexpt to
o tham be ra,

6. They witidraw all pretense of opposition to the contruction
ol the railroad now Deing built along the Platte River end

westward W the Preific Ocesn and they will not in the future
object te the construction of the railrosd, wagon roods, mail

statione, or other works of utility or necessity or vhich msy
be owdered by the laws of the United Stntes, But should such
rosas or other works be c¢on strucugu on the lands of thelr
reservations, the govirmoent wil) psy the trite whstever the
ancunt o7 d-uneze L2y Le assessed P” three disinterasied
coomigsioners to be emoointad by the fresident For thst
mrsnse, one ol epld corndsesioners to be & Chiel or nsad uesn
of ihe tribe.
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1. i€y gerec [}ﬂs Siocux Irdisra) to withdrew a1l opposition
to the military post or rosds now established south of the herth
Flstte River, or that nay Le established not in viol-tion of
treatics neretofore mnade or Leresfter to be made with any of the
Indiszn trives

1

i

-3

The Trezty of 1465 had glready conteined most of these
provisions with the exception of the tziking of women, children, and
other acts of violence, [fnother important introduction to the
Iniiane in this tresty hsd considered the railrosds and the effect
they would hinve on policy. Ivarything was to favor the success of

the railrosds, Anything which slowed operations or ccnstriaction

-
ikl
)
m

to be rouoved fron the path of the "Iron Horse,"

The evncuation of the Big Horn srea hzd to be added defore
the Siouws ~o'd sven give the ireaty considerstion. <The chiefs of
other trives would ngree with the provisions ol the tresty except
for sed Cloud and the zz:rescors against the Boreman Lrail forts,
They would sign only ~hen Article XVI was zided, and Red Cloud
was assured that the United States meant to comply. Then he caue

Lo the peace council, Article XVI sizted:

The United States hereby sgrees and stipulates that the
country ncribi of the lMNorth Platte Xiver znd e-ct of the

surmits of the Lig Horn mountains shall be held and concider d
to e auncedet InGian territory, ond olso stipulates snd gurocs

Ibig., p. 9%8.



that no white gerson or nersons shall te perurtied to setile
npor or ulsuyy ony peilicn of cithout glato

of the Indinus first, and obta

Tt ie Durther o_verd Ly the U“‘
dog ‘*r" the conclusion ol pes :
Sicux setion, tho militery pos : he it
in tnls erticle nanec shell be =bandoned, and that the roszd leadirg
o thnea ot b Lhier to the settlements in the tercitory of
Montene shall be closed,d
This rrticie mespt the end of Fort Phil Kesiny.
he finzl coperation for the coupletion of the treaty started
¥y 20, 1267, when Cor.yess Gecided %o sue for pence with the

Sioux., A comrission of ceven werbers, four civilirre, snd threc

ererole ol trhe comy,were selected concisting of N, G. Teylor, the

ST e s “ £ v - - - iy T < - P e
connilesioner of Indiss Affeire, J. 3. Senbora, S. T, Tovorn, and

o " ¢ < ~ ’ | PR S I T iy T P
Gerevels v, H, Shermrmn, W. S, derrey, and A, H., Terry. They met
frd G e e T e i - Aie - L 07 en
end vrgonirzed at St, Zouls, Missouri, on August o, 1367, When the

Culnvisslon leamed that the Sioux wers busy wazing war on tho Zort

ihil Xerrny sres, they postponed the hcetlng until Movenber 1, 1367.

red Cloud refused to mect with them, =nd sent word thot "his war

~halnst the wiitecs wos L0 sove the vadley of tie Fovder Xiver, the

only nunting sround left to his naticn.” The ccundttee zssured

the cuonlesion thai whenever the troops =t Fort Pril Kearny snd ot

C. &, Spith were withdraowm "the wor on his [:ed Clouq] pert would cesse,

~

Soy or -
Y3, N ¢
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The commissioners caue to Fort Lsramie in April, 1863, prepsred to
give in to the demends of the Indians. The peace was signed by the
Brule Sioux on April 29, ani by part of the Ugallszlas on May 25.
- Hed Cloud still distrusted the word of the white man and would ot
sign until his demards were met. On March 2, 1868, the President
"had ordered the abandomment of the three forts on the Bozeman Trail,
but not until transportation wass supplied in August wes the order
'executed.l1

When spriﬁg ceme tc the plains in 1868, there was great
ectivity in the forts along the Bozemen Trail. The soldiiers in
every forﬁ vere engaged in dismezntling the buildings and loading
the supplies. General John E, Smith replaced General Wessels in
 commend of the posts.

rollowing the disuantling of the forts along the 3Sozeman
Trail, the Indisns started to demonstrate an arrogsnce and an
intolerence for the white men, which had not been foreseen by the
War Department. The first indicstion of troutle was found where
the Ietterman Road entered the Oregon Trail at the ranch of "One
Ani' Judd. Judd made a good living by wintering oxen trains in
his pastures, but his ranch was found a.smowldering ruin, as the

Sioux took advantsge of the withdrawing troops. Scon every ranch

Ioid., p. 3€1.
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from the Judd to the Bordeaux Ranch cn the Chugwater hed been burned

to the grourd. Aﬁ Fort Phil Keerny there were two reids on the
cattle herds; one which took six hundred head. Also in April of 1868,
a man was killed and scslped near the fort.1?

Thus, in 1863 the United States Govermment took a new position
with regard to the Indien. Grant issued an order for the abandonment
-of all the forts along the Bozeman Trail and the witkdrawal of all
troops from the Indian country in Wyoming. On August 15, 1868, Fort
Phil Kearny was evacuated. Before the troops had marched a mile
irom the post, the InCizns swarmed out of the ravines gnd set the
fort on fire. The soldiers from their position on a hill were able

16 watch the post disgppear in flame and settle in dying ecbers .13

12 23 T e .
David, Finn Burnett, Frontiersman, p. 217,

13 .. <ix . . .
“Brininstool , Tighting Indian Warriors, p. 30.




CHAPTER VII
THE SANDS CF TIHE

The fort wss built during e period vhen two factions in
Washington were asdvocating conflicting Indien policies. The
pendulum would swing to the peace groups during a period of military
domination, then back in fzvor of the military during periods of
Indisn uprisings. The abandcnment of the fort after the Wagon Box
Fight represented a victory‘for those favoring peace with the
Indians. The Indian immediztely attacked the civiliens in the area,
but the aren soon was evecuated.

Red Cloud waited until November 6, 1863, to come in ard sign
the Treaty of 1868. He had refused to sign until the soldiers hed
left the Bozemen Trail ares vhich included Fort Phil Kesrny. The
tresty was ratified by the United States Senate on Februsry 16, 1862,
This finished. one hundred snd eighty separate attecks from July,
1866, to August, 1868.% Neither the building nor the destruction
of the post solved the problem on the ﬁlains during that period.

The Indians continued to mcke raids on the settlers and emigrants.
People continued to pass throdgh the Indian territory and to settle

on it. Appeals to the War Department did nct stop. Certein religious

IOstrander, Army Doy of the Sixties, p. 255.




bodies still emphasized a more humane treatment for the Indians,
Governuent agents, as ever, s0ld goods and arms to the Indian tribes.

The army, with reduced strength, stayed in the Bozcman Trail region

at Fort Yaramie and Fort Fetterman.2 The railroad, closer than
betore, oifered a greater opnortunity for those secking the weslih
in the grovuand., The railroads éncouraged travel. Fort Phil Kearny
had made very few inmediate changes in the frontier, but lessons of
grest importence were there to be learned.
Fort Phil Kearny proved the worth of the Winchester rifle,
Model 1866. With the repesting rifle, the army now had more fire
power and did not need to fear, when in the act of relcading, the
sudden advence of the enemy. The tribute given to those men at
the Wagon Box Fight by the War Department resds:
Near Fort Phil Kearny, 2 August, 1867, the Wagon Box Fight
is one of the great traditions of the Infantry in the West.
A snall force of thirty men of the Ninth Infantry led by
Brevet Major Jaues Powell was suddenly attacked in the early
morning hours by some five thousand Sioux Indians. Choosing
to stand and fight, these soldiers hastily erected a varricale
of wagon boxes, and during the entire morning stood off
charge after charge, the Sioux finally withdrew, leaving
behind several hundred killed and wounded., The defending

force suffered only three casuzlties. By their coolness,
fimness, and confidence these infantry men showed whzt a

2Events aleng the Bezemsn Trail zlso led to the i1l fated
expedition of its founder, John M. Bozeman and a companion left
Virgirnia City on April 16, 1867. TFour days later, at the crossing
of the Yellowstone, Bozemsn was killed in a fight with five Irdians.
Dictionery of Auerican Biogrspny, Vol. LI, p. 538.
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few determined men con accomplish with good mzrksmanship and
cuts. '
b .

1

The history of Fort Phil Kearny provided another strong
ergament in fgvor of small Indisn reservations in place of the
"concentration" system. As a result, the Sioux were placed on
a swualler asrea in the Black Hills and given more protection from
the whites, Unfortunately, this did not have time to e fairly
tested s gold wes soon Giscovered in the Black Hills znd the
Indizn Territory was again the object of intrusion by the white
man,

Turing the time from July 26, the day on which Lieutensnt
Wands' train waes attacked, to the 2lst day of Decexber, on
which Brevet Lieutenant Colonel Fettermsn, with his command
of eighty officers =znd men, was overpowered and massacred,
they {the Siouvz] killed ninety-one enlisted men and five
officers of ouwr army, and killed fifty-eight citizens.end
wounded twenty more, znd ceptured snd drove away three
hundred snd six oxen and cows, tnree hundred and four mules,
-nd one hundred sixty-one horses. During this time they
(tre Indiang) eppesred in front of Fort Phil Kearny, wmeking
hostile dewonstrations and committing hostile acts, fifty-
one different times, and attacked nearly every trainhand
person thsat sttenpted to pass over the Montana rozd.

But the lesson tnat was relayed Ly the experiences at

Fort Pni) Kearny, the Fettermen Massacre, and the Wagon Box Fight.

2
“United Stetes of Awerica War QCffice, Good serksmanship

#nd Gubsy United Ststes Army in Action.

" uUnited States Senate, Document, Number XIII, Tebruary 2,
1867. '
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wss soon obliterated by the sands of time. The frontier, acting
much in the sgme way as does a younger generation to its predecessor,
faced agein a similar situation, spproximately seventy-five miles
aorth end ten years later, when General George A. Custer hurried

to his rendezevous with destiny on the Tittle Big Horn.
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