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PREFACE

“The Hexlean Wor, whiob rosulted in a vest sxpansion of the netional
domein, hes bad & small ploce in the annsls of American hietory. Treated
as elther the climsx to the grest oxponsicnist movement of the 18L0's, or
'-'ia the first step i@nﬁiag to oflvil war, the war with ¥oxieo has been atoe
died am an adjunet to theme more popular thewes. Probably pertiasl blame
can be planed on the abolltionist writors whv savagely condemmed the war
a8 part of a grest slsve conppirscy which ultimately brought on the Aparie
can Civil War.

Fowover, those bhistorions Lfevorable to Aporica’s cause in ite war
with ﬁaniqw eye not Llameless. Alkargﬁ-maaurity gf thase nonabolitionist
writors were vetorang of the ﬁaxﬁaaﬂ‘ﬁara Quite asturally tbhey vere exe
tromaly biarged sgaliost the Hexican poople sad nation. ‘lLuaricae-Uod's choe
asn agstion--sould do no wrongs The rdiltery asspeots of the war and ths
porpoual schievemsots mf £gvﬁreﬁ Jeadars had & promiaoat plecs in these
bigtorics. Usnsequantly, thoir welue to the pressntedasy student, who cseke
™ r&nsnna&ly‘imgartiax gcoount that snolyzes the gensral ceuses snd resulis,
i at & miolmom.

&inoe the publicstion of President Pol¥'s dimry in 1910 angd Justin
Selth'es ijuportant two volump study in 1919, the Mexican ¥ar hes goinoad in
prominencd. Polk, htﬁgelf,'mraﬁaalkr excrged from ohsourity to become the
object of several hinﬁtaghﬁea.nnd monographs dasliog at least in part with
the Fexican Yar. Controvarsies aver Polk's: role in bringing oo the war also

. / ,
pave impntus to the writing of sevoral articlas st ther dafending or critie
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clsing both Polk and the war.

While this smoll renaissance in Nexiecan War historiography has besn
helpful in bettor understending a most important decade in America's na£&¢n~
al‘paﬁ%, the fleld is still s@dé opLn farfaﬁvarai.aaw wonographe and gyn-
theses. Aldav, 1t secems g must pertinent tine for new intérpretatinns of
Amordca’s nationslistic were ‘?ﬁﬁﬁibly, bty reinterpreting and betior underw
standing a déeaﬁe‘am parnested with nﬂtianaiﬁam; where %amtfgat Neatiny
and the lure of pow land ocalled Amoricans from all welka of life to round
out America's continentel hannﬁ#&iaa,'Am&rieaaﬂ could be€terzuﬁ§nfstand
the nationallstic forces ot work in the worlid today.

It is the purpose of this thesls to trace the veried and changing
in&erpratatiaﬁﬁ that Americen historiene hmww'&evalapad"in trying to under-
stand the cauges of the Nexicsn Wars ‘Thess interpretstions hsve not been
studied in a vacuumy an effort has Leen made to account for those ehangea‘
iu‘intarpr&tatien by trying te underatand the vari#as “éliaaten_af qpiniuna“
that have produced them. The soelal, aalitiwai} and economic rkrnaé,invoxu
ved can,qeeesaaniiy only. be suggestad; Homan naturae precludes mathematical
praecision in nn&arstauding,dire¢£ cavgation.

This thools has been undortaken st the siggestion of Profaseor Thonas
H. Bomner of the University of Omahas Fis help, gvidaoce and inspiruation
fromn the inception of the research to the final rewrite have baen deaply
appreciated én@ valued., Also, I can not fall to express specisl thooks to
my wife, Dulores, who has not only made helpful auggestions la overy step
of the writing, bubt who has alsp done aIi of %he-pfmlimiﬁary typinge
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Y. THE CONTRMEORARY SCEED
A CORPUSICR OF VOLOES

On the afternoon of Xay 9, 186, Presiimt ﬁ’axg, in conforence with
bis cabinei, brought up tho "Nexican question.” Relations batween the
Unitad Staton and Mexico, slesady etrsined to the point of eouflict, ware
the subject of o lengthy d&massimal’ The cause of these hostils rela~
tiong lay partly in the torms of the Adame-OUnib teyewety of 1fi%. Yo thin
troaty with Spaln, the Unitod Ststes bed remsunced its slaim to Toxas and
aprend to the fabine Hiver s» tho wostern bwaéa&y of Lowliatenas. But no
treaty could 1%- stand to the way of the restlens Anericansg in 1821
Conneoticut«born Hoses Austin receivad a chartor from the Spenish governe
mant to ssttls two hundrad fasilies in foxss. Dosth prevented him from
poing, but his son, Stephen dvetin, carried oot e sottlanont ochers
after obtalning ronfirsstion of the lond grant from newly tadependsnt
Hexicos JAttls did the new repubtlic realize the flcodpate 1t had opanosd.
In sebsequont years thoussnds of restless settlors orossed the boydep

' , _ 2
iato Toxan %o fiad pow lives and fortuncs.

1&&1@ Hilton Qualfs (eds), The DL of Javes ¥. Polk ri Bis

_ ?m&mamg, 18L5-18L9 (Chicagot Ae Co m ug wnd Company, 19 nle T,
j ¢ 2

zﬁgy Allen Rilitagton, The Far W “ﬁgt@m Fronptter, 1030-1860 (ia The
Hew Americsn Nation Sories, ads. Henry Gtesl Commager and fichard He More
Tiz. HNow Yorkt Harper and Orothors, /o« 15567), ppe 2161223 Willtam O.
8inkloy, The Texass Rwamttm {Zaton Rouget Leclslana State University
Pross, 19520, Do :
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Friction becaws inevitable ae Toxan beoone Amoricanineds The sow
slal, rmlig&&us, and politicsl differsnoes betwoen Texss and Yexico meds
asatmilétian.tm@wa&ahla. Indepandantent nded Toxsop, sure of thelr soccial
suporiority, could oot adjust to n govermmont that dolieved 1t had the
right to interfors io the lives of 1%y paoplo. HMatters bocame vorse in
3831 when tha ﬁaxiaaa governmont stationsd troops in the Toaea settlesentse.
Conflict ensagds”

fee Lollowing pesr, Qeneval Antonie Lopor de Santa Auns becams Prosie
dent of Mexlco and attespted o eatabliqh centralized control over bie sube
joets worth of the Fo Crsnds RMivers Whono ths Texons responded by declape
xng.&haié'ingapaudnnmm, Ssnts Ama led sn ary aoross the Rlo Urande in
1836 to sodbdae ths éa&al;iﬁsa'wﬁxma#« Bus the Toxana hed other nlans.
Pledging to f4ght uotll they bad geined independunce, the Texans Pooght
hards Savege lozgos st the Alsmo and st ﬁmisaé did naz'ﬁnm§ea-thaﬁy apire
ita. ﬁaﬂnas, thege vory losses beosws vallyiog ¢riss for énﬁare battlas.
A ﬁwe&k'snaﬁ fatge Senta Anna wes cavped with his army near the Bog Ja-
cinte Hiver. At noon, ae was the Latin custom, the %Qx&ﬁan:army took 1ts
' s of *Renexber the
Alamo® gnd “Nemomber (olied,” %mwa}.'&m Houston and hin troops stormed

siasta. For many it vas e persanest one. With shour

in smong Sants Annats army and utterly dostroyed 1t) Senis Auno bimself
wep captured a fow daye later. Rather then kill bim, the Texans decided
to use Janta Aona to poilticel sdventege; at Velasco they bad bim sign

trentios rocogricing Texsn independence and the Mo Crends as the boundary

. %i&i&mﬁm, }‘iﬁ.' (_!_iil; Binkloy, Bpe ﬁi&g, ppe 119, 1294
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e Infurigted, the Yextcan povernmont digavowed the tovvw of the (res-
tinn. BSanta ‘%m, back fo Hexioo ab the grace of the Toxens, alpo repidis-
tod the trestles and voued %o reconquer Texss. Hoatils sttitadss oo both
sidas produced s qussi-state of wor batmm' faxtao and its former deperts
mﬁ%ih |

Toa Americsn govaromant had groviously mads ssveval stteupts %o
purchase Toxas Crow Howicos In 1828, President Jobn Quingy Adane {nstrugce
tod hie Hinister to Hexico, Jncl Polosatt, to offer Mexies one mliion
dollars for all s;i‘ Toxas« It was refused. Uhen Adems’ succesaor, Androw
Jackson, relsed the price to five miliion, 1% wse slao refused. Mexivo
bed ao intention of sslling Texos. These insistont demsnds for purchsss,
along with the Tosns mﬁlat&m, caused many Paxleans to lmagine » con-
msetion between the two avents and to suspeet that the Onttad Stater had
fomeated the revolution.?

America a:im hed ite gﬁmamm- Hextien, from the tims of 1t Sne
dependencs, hoad been plapued by unstable gmammm Yavolotion followed
ravolution; one ‘ﬁﬁx&@n i il Lary I.mfiar after the uﬁer "oronounced®
epsinet the axisting government s0d procasded to est:ilish 8 new osogy
These uphesvels nstorally sffested the lives and property of Americans

in Fexicos Olalwe for darmage, backed by the Auerlosn goversment, wers

bag13tngton, ope ghte, ppe 125+1L2; Bugene C. Barker, ™fhe Infloe
enve of Slevery in tho Soleniration of Texas,” Yigslssippt Vallay listorw
feal Deview, X3 {June, 1924}, pe ke ' '

" Sﬁﬂgﬁaﬁc £ Barker, “?rggigggi Jaz%;gg? and géa *i‘gxalz ﬂéwm!;im;‘*i
Amorican istorical Review, XIX (July, I12U7), pe BOQ3p Billington, op. oit.,
Ppe LLi~1if. L '
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~ subsitted by injurad Amoricscs f:sr-réﬂmua to the Mexiesn government.
These were Lgnored hy Hexino. fﬁfamﬁa’&mg@maiﬁam Jéckam, in ¢ speoth
befnrs ﬁmﬁ;mm. declarod t&iﬂ the claims quastion wz&‘m Justily imzed
‘{ate war. fven after o clains commission in 1039 established the sum
owed iagtmgam clsiments, Vexioo dofsulted on ite mmn&m.ﬁ

& furthar gore &Btﬁ‘a in zsn{ma Ststos-Maxicon relations was the
Texsas! dusire for annexation to the Uslted Statess This move wes thware
tod Ly oppusition from the &iiz’igw and a&a&iﬁ&ﬂa&&ts who viewed the Texae
setilapsuts as ;.m:% ux"' 2 conspiracy to exbend slave pouer snd territary.
Jockson, sho recognised the pusse of thie opposition, would only extsnd
nfficinl revcgnition to *i‘mé,_ Not ustil 3:;&:@ Zsier bousne President in
1841 ¢id en Asericsu sdming stration #mim:ﬁiy consider annexing Tuxsse
whon Tyler's Deorstery of State, Abal P. Upshur, srranged for s treaty
of snoexation with Toxas, the ﬁm;;ﬁéa bacanie #o riled that Jants Anne
aotified the United Htates that, snnexetion was equivalant to wars m«
threat had little effect on the Tyisr -#Mn&stratiam

dotin C. Qalbioun, who became Ssorvetasry of Stete after the socidene
tel deeth of Upshar, lesediataly mg:atgaufia treatye. The Senate #‘-QM
46 downs But Tyler and Oslboun wera not to ba stopped so easily. With
only & short tme Jeft befors the text presidential election, Tyler snd
Calhoun deoided to try for sonexation by Joint reaslution of Congrasas
Bafore it could be brought to 5 vole, howover, the seesion ended. " Congresa

Syustin M. Spith, Do War ¥ith Mosles (New Sork: Tho Macnillsn
Gonpany, 1919), Vol. I, pps 70-Di; Biiiloglon, gPe gites ppe 368169,
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Qc!m not convene agaln until aftor Jemse Enox Polk wes slsctsd President
on en &wmmimﬁﬂ& pintform. "i‘ywx; i:;mwwﬁug Polk'a saimﬁmé a2 2
wandpte to snucx Taxes, pressed for the :jami rasolotion in the closing
days of his edwinistration. Be snoosedads In February, 1845, both honses
votod for anvexation. Tmmedioioly, the Mexlcan ninlstor to wWashingion, |
General Jusn ¥, Slmoute, packed his begs snd left for Nexico, offlcielly
brosking ell diplomatic r;tlaﬁéma hetueen ths tuo Eﬁti&ﬁﬂ#?

Dogbtloas the British advlios to Hexlco to \wwagtz&m the Lndepen-
tdenge of Texae, provided that Toxas did not accept dmeritan snnozation,
bed snme offect on the attitude of the imerican Congrsas. Southern spokese
unan, whe imﬁ eluays supporded annexation, feavsd England's attempta st shoe
Hehing slavery in Texase This move, they felt, would é@ﬁm@r slavery in
the Amoricsn Boothe

e wosky, Teably~held ¥oxican stote of Csliforata had else been
prey to imericen sxpansicuist dassires. The Hsxiosm government fewred
that Califernis would be plucked from ite fading enpire. Theos fesrs
wors incressed when the Jackeer admivletration sttempied to purchase

Califoralas Ae with Tesag, the offer wae refused. Jackson ted hoped

?ﬁlmaa:a Ge ¥an Dansaen, Ihe J : 2ra, 1 LELE « ‘
iy G» ¥an Dausen, Thy Jecksoniun Zre, 1820.18L8 (in The Hew
Amarican Hetion Cerles, ede. iiﬁ‘:@ﬁ Stowl Coomager and Richard B Forriss
New forx: Harper and Rrothers, Publishers, /oc. 19597), pp. 180, 191, 213
21h3 Justin He Zmith, The dunnoxation of Texas {corrscted editisn; New Yorks
miﬁm &’gi&?}éﬂ;@?@bﬁr 471 Hgmgﬁiﬁ,: hgz gimmgx §2§?;§mezfg Holgs,
‘e of John Celdwell Calhoun w fork: wale Publlabing Company,
5917, Yol. IE, p» 299§ cphrelwm Oouglass Adams, Dritieh Yntarests ond Acw
tivities in Toxas, m% 1846 (Daltimorer The Jai?’"ﬁ%&a opkins Prast, 19107
PPe 157, 229=230; BLliingtons ope 2ite,ppe 1331543 Rugene C. Barker, “¥he
ém‘;;xmsan of YToxus,? Seuthwestern Historicsl {uarterly, L {July, 15L6),
pe 50 ' '
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to use the Californio ports as @ sop to the Horth to gain Lts eupport
for the sunoxation of Texes. _

Dosing the Tyler sdsinistrationy Zonrstiary of fiste "avniol Weboe
tar bad tried to purchpsos the phrt of San Frovsises, only to have mm-;
tistions terminsted becauss of on unforiunate locidet in Fonterey, Calit-
fornia. On Uotobar 9, m&z, Commodare Thomps Ap Crtosby Joses, thinking
wer had broken oub hetwoen Mexlco and the United States, had stormad into
the Honterey harbor, sent men sshors, and ralsed the atars and otripes.
Although spologles vere smde to YNexieo %i;,é the dAmerican povernment, gnd
the Pexicun floap replsced, the barm waz dong aggﬂ Hoxtcan foars were fure
ther fnflaneds”

Yo get Gallfornis, more subtls <m&?;m$§ wers neteosary now that new
gotistionn bad falleds ?n&mmﬁ.y, the politicel chens in Galifornia
played Loty semricen hande. o 1636 a group of Californiane, alded by
sevaral Americens, had revolted agsinst the Maxtesn suthori ties and sude
cendad in drivieg out the %ﬁmm troopss  Gonersl Joge Castro end others

-assumed oontrol of the provinese In 1FL] Sents Avna bad sent soldiers
under Genurel ¥ieboltorsus 1o restors netional supremseys This proved
rwitléga,.au the Mexlosus were sgeio defasted. ¥Yoxdco, roslistog its
helpleossnene, recopnised the new government by appointing Plo Plen, the
senior member of the provinoial a&m@ , 88 governor ab Lom Angoles and -

Oastre gs gomandanto in charge of the customs house at Eifmwmy.g

Bsadtogton, gge oite, ppe 159-160; Buith, Yap Hith Mexico, ol

x’ i’.‘ 6?1

3}5’/ gﬁiningm‘)m 220 mu, Pe IQlf 5&1“‘1’ m With Maxico, Vol. I,« Pe



7

Tie division of suthority only sfm@mmm in producing i‘urﬁmr
chaop a.# Castro mugm te wourp full contrel of the provivoe. Discous
Lent amngé the Calliivrniang was renoant. Ths poiiticsl and sconorle cone.
ditions of the provisce ware no better than they hed been ander ¢irect
Haxiceun rule. Therefore, vative Igliforalany desirsd indopsndencs frem
Hextoon mile, olther ondsyr Pritish o Freneh protostion, or by ann@mﬁ&#n
to the Doited Statoes "

fhin wee the situsiion when Folk becase President, and m_&mé&aw}#
pss bin ayes on sanfamia a3 well se Toxag. %o got Cal &fémﬁa#a had a
tuo-fold poliey! oue was slnply 3o purehase the tere{torys the titer, if
purchece was uosuccesal'sl, woe one of wetohinl walting emisl the Califore
nians ravolted and asgw for &merican bBelp. Polk wes sure ennexstion would
&mﬁmww i‘&m roy sove for independsnty by @ﬁlﬁfmnm.ﬁ

To lesosn tho porded of watohful wﬁzm;mﬁ to geard agalinest a
possible Boglish or French move Lo Celifornis, Polk M&nm,'xwtgmaumﬁ
to Thouss O iar&m, Awarican bostnessman and amwi"e}.#gmﬁ at Xontevey,
tolling him to ume bisz influsocs in & ﬁeacﬁfﬁl way to help conviuce the
“aliforntens that cepapation from ?eém%.en and a.nmmizi:m to the United

States would be welcomed hy the Avericen govem::;ﬁ.m

1059 th, Wer Nith Horleo, Yole ¥, pa 320

n%? Dpuson, gam«mmm& Sra, pe 2173 Sugeve 1. ¥eCormae, Jazes K.
Folle A PolitScal Biography (Serkedey: University of Celifornia Fraoss,
m' Phe 3&@ Wu i

mmumgma. gg. oiley pe 2623 Helormac, op. Cite, Do 3871 Sebth,
Var With Yaxios, Vol. I, p. 3253 Bsuben L. Undorhill, ¥Frop Cowbides to
Golden Floeser 4 Narrstive of Galifornte, 1B32.1858 (Stanfard: Stonford

Yot versity Frone, 1956 2y D 70,

R
H



Opdors wore gleo ssut by Secratery of the Navy ﬁéwg;a Banerolt Lo Comnow
dore John D Gloat, who was crulsing with & squadron asar Hazatlan on the
wash const of Hezloo, Uioat was teld to ba veady to seil for Califoroia
aud to pive any émmmms Larkin ‘m&gﬁalﬁ ~m¢$»m

Resuubile, John Cherles Fréuwont, the adesbtureus explorer snd sone
fn~lsw of lenstoy Thomas Haet Dantun, wons sent to Califorsis with ¢ group
ef exolorers oh & selantifie saplovation. But vary soon these symed n&»
plorers twrned to & more oxciting cecapetinne  fighilng the Verlcuns. It
sopms that shortly after Frémont wes erdared to leave Qﬂ&ﬁami# by ﬁmr&l
ﬁwtm, ho wos pot pasy the Orapon bosdoy ﬁy‘ Itontenant Arckibeld 01llose
pla, who had beon sont frem Weshlogton with instrections for Lerkin. Along
with these tnsbroctions, Gillespie carried personsi family leiters from
Senator Danton o Frawent. Vory likely, Cillsepie Loformed Frémont of the
mounting tonsion and probable war betwasn the United Gisies and Mexloo.

Préamont, whether opdered to ob aod, decldud to return to California '

%o ba avatlable sxsuid web bresk ocul. s spportonity for action snd ade
‘wapturs soon cams. A grouvp of Framont!s sdeenturers, under Ssxokisl Megw
ritt, "8 tall, rewboned, Bobaccowchiewivg Slilterats,® stale a group of
horses belng teken o Goneral Castre. Mot content with ntealing, these
man 2apLoved the Sown of Henoma the follmwing day and raised the Pear
Fley on June 1’5;_ 1E8hé, dueclaring ﬂai&f&n&g 1n-cimsx;§mt;a§ Frévont soon

33¢an Peususn, Jeckeenlsa Bra, pe 217.

- %QSHingmm, O« CAte, Ppe 162«1073 Swith, War U1th Hexice, Vol
1, pe 3321 Por confliTiing viewpolnte on whebher Yramont hed sny secrst
fostreetivas wee Hichard Stesberg, "Folk snd Prénmont, 1E8LS-1NLE," Peeifice
Historical Deview, YIT (1938), ppe 211e227; Gesrga Toys, "Fréwont bad NG
Tacrst losiroctions,® Peelfls isterlcal Uoview, I¥ (15LO), ppe 357-1713
Allsp Wevine, Fréwont, rethmeker of tho vesi (#ew Zork: lLongmans, Green
and Conpasy, 1558 5,; e BOe25de :
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came to Sonome, quickly ook overs sad theu pursuad Jensral Cestro untid
® ba@&& conmanoads tig %m inamod thst wer between the Unitad Statos
snd Maxico had broken cut. Tom Dosr Tlap revall serged iato the lavger
envanant o eonguer Gallfarals By ths Uniiad :%’gamwm |

Wiile Fefmontts advontures ware takling place, fresidont Folk, wishe
fog to forestall Sritlsh colonination in Coliforals, rasessriand tha Honvoe .
Daatrine. Foll's asrollavy o the dnctrine warnod Supopesan nations apgsinst
{interferanos with Americs®s expanzionist alts. Thosgh of fleielly the Bple
il governmant had no plan for eolonizetion in Galifornia, Polk's fosr
of such & schoms played 8 lorgo part in the gswgaitxg of tls aspansionied
Wliﬁywm |

4411 preferring to got Califorafa by purchese, Polk etienpied to
reoosn diplomatic rolations with Hexiao. ‘fn the spre ship thet carpied
the MHexican ¥inister Alsonts baek o Mextan, Peolk pent 2 coowvet agent,
Biliton 8. Parrott, formerly @ rosident dentist in Hexien, to ascartain
tho Fexicoan governmant's sttitude toward m@mhmg dinlemotie weletions.
Temodf atoly he roported to the President tl_z_&t» an onvoy would be rocelved.
On the basts of thie mozeape, sud ths word saf o Axsricaen consuls 1a
¥exito, Polk chone John Slidell of Yovisiane ae envoy extraordinary and
slianister plantpnientiary to Hexico.

5lidalil's instructions Qm that he LY to do adl ho ovold to pew
etore exicable relations botwsen ¥axico and the émms Stateos; ho was sleo

3m12ngton, ope ott., pos 165-167.

m?an Deusan, Jackeonien Era, ps 2183 Gonzressions) Qlobs, 2§ None
preon, lut Gesslon, pa bf Gexter Yerkins, & is fiigtoy e:i ﬁm H:mm n}m:tr!m
{revisod editions Boston: Little Brown and Cou oBpe By
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4o eopnbse any foreize infisensy fo Nexless Rore speellically, hs was
lostructed to sotile the clelgs debls owwd Azaricsn citizens by ¥exicos
The mathod of payment sugzested wos for fssrivs to zssuss the Jdebi ﬁi}ﬁh. |
» grgat of baryitory from Pexico.  Thie Stersdtsry had 40 be sither Hew
Foxien op Ualiforolsa, s Volk coessidergd thy tervitery belwesn tha Nuooag
and Rie drawde rivers & closed guestion. o moke tho negetietfons floxie
bla, Slidell wes inforzed of thres poseibilitiss that would be scceptable
to the Uniiad Statess Tor s 'i:z»rsmaﬁxy running frowm ths waulh of the Blo
fﬁxmﬁa to its aouree and then aorth o the fordyeseoond ;;m?am},, the
Jalted States wonld szsume the Yesicoan dubis ss & soacond altornsiive,
fivo willlion dellars more would e paid for the roast of Few Haslico. A
third, sud boped-for altormetive, xag the cession ol California #oulh to
Hontarey fésf tuonty=five aillion Csllases In order 16 Resp the negolise
tlons pacific, Blidell was instructed $o uss tact ?Lsa desling with the sone
sitive Moxtoans. Poll wede Lt olsar Lhat he would settls Tov za:e #lo |
Grande boundary and Swerican essumpilon of the oleins a8 Hoe uinimum
price to walnteln peace with Eexlco. 1
Tovgs fnstructions were %o no avall. %hes osws of Blidell's mise
ghon botane known in Haxleo, popular ccidement ind fear v:»f a8 rovolution
pravented the governmont of Presidert Josd Joaquin Herrers frem receiving
$116elle Cfficlally, the Yexlosn gavernent clalfed 1t hed agress to re-

cefve only » conriasfoner with Moalted povers o sebtie the Texan questionu,

-

*hyan Nousen, Jagksonilas Sro, ppe 219-221; YeGormec, op. cite, Pe
38Ly fovert Solph Hanry, The Siory of tha Hexicsn War (How York:s The
BobbeeRerv 1) Conpany, Tueo., 1950), De G0. ,
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not n mlelater plenipotontlary »with gnuar to digcuse claime and 2 sew
buﬁnﬂafg‘ Byt Polk was not sittng 141y while B11J0e1l wee in Wextco.
Parturbed by Fexican olamar far WYy f'alk ordered Jensral éﬁy}mr to stae
tion troops bn or nwar the Blo Crande to pretest Tomng from g possidle
LTVBELOT Tﬁyﬁar adened gt Dorpvs Dhrigtl fext west »f the Heonces Fivar,
Yhon officlsl news of 8114ell's failure resshed ,Eﬁﬁﬁﬂgtﬁa, Teylor wes
ordered to the Mo Grende, s 2ove that poesd B sordous provlsn. Hexito
had wﬁfﬂa&é to ancept the So Urande bhoundsry, saintelning that Toxsat
hietoric boundary ¢o t&a wAnt uss the Mucees Tivar., Polk, heet on expane
pion snd with wﬁaﬁegé pn the almsatesevered Hoxlosn stets of malifﬁrmia;
refuserd to dudge in biz insistence on the Mo Grende aw the proper end
1&g1ﬁ§mate roundary of T&gaakxg

Pollets onbinot, in sesgion t%a% spring sfternoon of Mey 9, 1846,
unanimously sgread tkat'&hanld\ﬁexﬁﬂa vonmid aﬁy~héxg11@ ant touned Oone
ersl Taylor's troeps on the o Orende, wor abould be Jeclared, Jut the
Presi.deat was 8 step shood of his cabinoet. Bure that hostdlitlies would
eventually bogln, Polk felt that 4% was hils duty to bresk thm~sta%a$'Qﬂa.*9
Eore than ltkely, Polk had in mind 5 conversstion be had had ths previons
Pebruary with Colonel A« J+ Atochs, & frﬁg&ﬁ of the formar Prosident sod
dietatar of Hexicn, Ssnta Amma, who was Q% the tiww roeaidiag 40 Hnvoua.
Atocha informgd Polk that Bmita Anna waz in fevor of 8 tresty hotwoen
Fexico sud the Unilad States that would ﬁﬁﬁa to tha United Statar all

mmw, ¥ar With Haxleo, ¥ol. ¥, pp. 102-116, 139; Bratoerd Dyer,
Zachary Taylor {Eatna Asugss  Louisiane Stete Uolveraity Prass, 1948),
Ppe ~153§ Yan Dewaon, Jacknonian Eras 0o 218,

onlk, Diary, Vol. I., pe 38
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the territery éu'ta of the Rlo Orande and north of the Colorads River for
& sutm of thirty willlion dollars. Atocbe aslas fnforred Pollke that dus to
oonditions 4a jﬁmﬁiw, the Moxtcan goverumont would bo forced to agroe to
such o tim%:f tiy Al tery preassure from the Unitod Statass Polk wes elso
40kd that Sants Anng wisld roturn to ¥ozico 4o help enforce m:m& " ;tmﬁsum
Polk bolimved that the United Ststos already bad suplo csuse for
war againet Mowiveo. Mefusing to rowatn silant on tho oubject, he sugpesw
ted Lo the cabinet thet he deliver o war wessage to Congrous the followe
iog ?ﬁt&#ﬁﬂ}?‘& 231 concurrod mempﬁ fgorge Taneroft, Decrabary of the Favy.
:s:ﬁ #og ant yar that Senereft fearsds rather, he suggosted 14 woold bg bet-
ter to walt until Hoxles conpd Stnd anme ast of hontility. Little did Le
realive t&ze gmgﬁaé%a noture of bis wish.
The cablinet sdjonrned at twoe o’glpck in the alftsraoon. By six
that same ovening dispabtehes Prom fonsral Taylor were raceived contaioe
mg infernation that Mexican trosps hod oressed the Hio frands snd gte
taakad o compantes of drwgoons helenglog to Tayler's army. A1 the
&ﬁar‘mﬂm wore aither killed or capitured. An hosy lnter the cablnet
wus again seatod $o saseion. Tols Siae both Prasident and oebinet were
in atepr el agreed Polk shounld gend & mesusge to Congrens recossending
progesution of the war. Svan Baserof® ;,zm fhied no mmwa%mmm

Devlaring Hexieo ths zzagwwfir, Poll, in his mesoage to Uongress,

L )

2

nﬁ’a&k, Dizry, Vol. e, pp. 2282293 Van Deupen, Jackeonlsn Bra,
pe 221. '
&mm, Mary, Vol. Y., ppe 30h=306; Dyer, o 2itey pe 1653 Faye
otte Gopeland, ¥arioll of the Ficayone (Normant University of Oklahoms
Prosa, L9L3), pe 15k
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sipraneadt the puEArORS grievances of the Unfted DUstes agolined Fexieo.
fronpe then wavrs ﬁﬁmnaa*m fallure &0 rogsrd 1%s trmaty obligstione to yay‘
olalme owed &ﬁﬁ¥iﬁ$?‘&?ﬁiﬂﬁm$, tha extordion and @il&@ge af fnerican game
mayee, and Bexicen thrests of ver piampbed by the Amerlean sonexgtion of
Taxen. Polk exphasised that in #plie of &1l thase wrongs, ths Unitad
States hnd triezd vainly to vegotisto, Pal now, he statad, "t cup of
farbmaraaaé hod baen evhsusteds » o » Faxice Fas paszed the boondary of
the United Btates, hse lovaded onr terrliory scd abad Amardesn blood vpon
the fwmryizen acil.® War, in the Vperidont's mg&n&ﬁn,,@ﬁiﬁt&ﬂ'ﬁy & dnfime
ftoe nct of ﬂazg@a,gg

But Afe 147 Many of Polk's conterworariss did not agree. The doy
after tbm'@ragxﬁaat‘g ag@@a%;”g groundewsll of sonflisting epinion arose
o5 te the Yroe® oripln anﬁ-eaua@ ﬁf‘ﬁh& ware So ﬁzv@réa was opinlon that
for £17ty vesrs Vexlosn War historlogrsehy wevered 1ittla, axoest in vole
uma, frem the avenves of causstion latd down by Polk's contemporavies.

fne of Tolk's most bitta¥ attackers wap tha wagg reprassntativg
frvm'ﬂhia, doghae R. ﬁiﬁﬁzmgﬁ. Tu » hxiaﬁwr%am epegal hﬁa day following
Polits var TEaoreE, iddinne labaled %he var as one nf sggression aud
conguents The disputed torritory batweon the Husoos Mlver and the Mo
Grands River, Clddlegs decloved, belonged to Foxien as the inhebltants
warn gtill loyel to the ﬁ&xiéﬁﬁ.gﬁﬁﬁ?ﬁﬁ@ntt. o 2ot of the Texan gmvernwx

ment could change She boundary. Taylor's sovement to tho Blo Oranda,

e d

zzﬁarﬁ%ry Burne ﬂﬁﬁbﬂl, (ede), Amarinan Fopst P¢1iqr; A Dot ne

tary Durve ,51 6~19§9 {¥ow Yorks ﬁwlt, 1h“¢ﬁart anﬁ Losten, Tatey ZCe
3:%55: PPs 00wV
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GLddingn was sura, wae ULor the purpose and with LIl Lntontisn of Lringe
: &:sﬁ, of§ WaY with ;‘%ﬁmﬁw without aamﬁnmmg ﬁmgmm.“ Snd the raeonn
for the war, be bolleved, was $o congquer Calilisrnis aod lew luezicv. J88ll)
-Tarthior, Tlddings charged, the tugle motive beilnd cosquesl wag e plon
Lo axtand slavary.zj

Foldoul a};«; Giddings! &ém, e Whigs, for the Guration of the war,
bitterdy oritiolized Tolks Vividly recalling the apirsbries brought on
the Fedorallst Farty bsceuse of m{ spposition to e Fer of 1012, the
Lhigs, in &ollw @* their eppositieon, Wid vole low supplies and arm. St
- was Walr dileseme do bave to suppord the wery snd yoet W bold JSodk and
the Demsvrats ﬂ?ﬂ@uﬁ%&ﬁl& 2h

Among the Mﬁ & mmtmm in Oougress who violantly mewé Tolkty
war wors Chle Seoator Torss Corwlng Yaprasants tives Osorge Azbmun aud
HKohord S« Winthrop, both of iﬁaé%musmw, and Teluslus Deleno of Ohiov.
Corwin provelly deliversd ihe most és,,szmt of a1} ¥his speachss. Celle
ing the war %ﬁam, he meintained L% had resulisd foow the snpevation of
Terag. Ve alee cuestionsd the @m&%&w%unm& wy of the war, as Congross
hx{e& not doolared wary rathor, he ;fc‘m:!,&, m;: Lad Loreod the war on Nexleo.
 Agreaiag vith Siddlngs, he belleved the land botwoen the lweces and Bie
Grande belovged nat to the mmw Htatos, but to Memioo. In teklag pose
sesolon of ihe tsnd, the United Otetes S.mradéé Hazican tarritory to prow~

voke & war t4 guln posssselon of Savn Jraneisco Buy, the best pordt on the

2y gma&sxmyim@m, zw Songrese, 1ot JSeoplon, pre Gile-Gik.

%ésm,m, ‘&?ar ¥ith “axiecan, Yole I, pe 276,
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Pacific Joean.®>

Both Acbrmun abd Wintiren soroapted tie whex thad Felw rwwmﬁ tho
war 'i'm enneunest g onlonization, B r‘-urm, thougk b ballove! Toxas
annoxation wey the prizary coatige of Lhe war, lsanzd tovsrd the abolfitions
1ot vigupeint that s«dﬁ anneration of Texas ong the war with Yeulee were
::mmsﬁé by %.‘ e sdvanatns of slavery Cor the purpoder »f sirsogthening angd
porpe mﬂng thely gssmf tisy lostifution. Folb wse oons! fered o Yep fizure

fu the plot .'%

Lohmun wes rilent on slaiésgry, but fe accvned Poll of vioe
ialing the constitntion in initlating the wirs He Moted go the Lepsdiste
esuse of wor Toyior's unncesasary movenent from the Foecss Fivor to 'ﬁm
£le Orande Fiver, o rove rwde to zeave Hexten gé% anseapting 511 séwa Lo
pondos Tt vas, ho folt, an cnnacesnary military domonstpetion Lu ald of
di_p‘\!.m%aay. Hugpotiatlion, pot vllitary gndenver, shovld have hinen Paik's
mnthod ?1 T smothor ¥Wblg and #azkting sbholitlentes, Colerbus Delano,
the war was "enholy, enrightosvo, and ﬁa&%&'{ﬁ.ﬂ%

Polk wag nod without his Jefondore. Answering Whig blagty, Tilinols
Tenoter Eteshen A. Douglen eried ouds |

. Yz there not trezson fn tho haget that can feel, agd poioeoy
in the breath thabt cen ulter such sontisents ageinst our cun

ﬁrﬁiemrd Le Grossman {88.), Beold Volces (Now York: Doubledsy end
Company, wnc., 1960Y, sp. I5L-200.

%ﬁnbﬁr% G Winthrop, Jre, L Hemalip nf Pabert 0. Winthean {Mnstons
Little, Brown end Gompany, L897), De 6L . '

wﬁanﬁmaai gnal dlebe, 29 fﬁmgmﬁ. 15t Sesslion, ppe BOP-222.

28
‘Bibert . Severidgm, ahmhm a‘.i,aa, % ﬁ {fomtons Poughton=
PLLLAn Lerpany, fe. 192873, Fode Lg Ox E%
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pourdry, thon forced io take uwp srme in sell~dalfonse i repell
the favaston of s brutal and perfidious fow.2V

- Hepressntotive Howell Cobb of Deorgla and Seveter Lewle Cpse of Miohigsn
slso atrongly backed Polk, egreaing thet Nexico was the sggressor. Cass
fell that Hexlop 4 cross the Ameriosn bovndary, but for the sake of sre
gamﬁié wmmwé that Yexico, se well as the United States, eould Em‘m a
" oisin to the dizputed territory) yet, the nature of the sgpression would
not o changed se e Urited States hed possession of the territery. Only
by wor could Mexico @iamm et mémm&m» The elata for title, ma»x
sver, w88 4 oriter of diplorstic negotieiion, zmt srpad eonfilot, and une
41 tho problem was resolved, Americe had svery right to bs thers. Any
abtenpt by ﬁw&w to iﬁt&lﬂﬁg& the United Ststes covld be maam@&é an
act of war.m | |
Gobvh npgund ﬁi.ﬁ_‘mmﬁﬁg; it was secessary, he ssintained, to take
into secoont tis vwza yeers' bponiiiation and r@ﬁrmm the Unl ted States
bad wuffored becauss Mezico would aot puy ite ¢laims dedt. BLlso, it goemod
to Uobb, the ansl~Polk forces Forget the Mexicsn declarvation theb the ane
woxation of Texaaz by the Unlied &‘tﬂ#m& wos squivalent to wars Did not thie
tkrfw*:; Juatily the movement of Taylorts tioops to the Texas border? Fore
tharaores ¢t tha saue 5o that '?ay;%,;sr*u tropps wers soved to the Rle Grande,
Folk sztrr{% John £lidall to Eexlco to tyy to nagotiste o poacaful settlemeut.
Bathar Shan mga%a_‘u, Cobl stated, Hexlco indignantly rejectsd the United

Gtates minlster. I3 sosmed cbvious to Cobb that Hexieo wented war, and 1%

2038,y po. L15L1T.

3 Congreasienal tlobg, ¥ Coungress, let Seaslon, ppe hGGeL67.



17

wan a‘m miwimm and eorrpot that Polk shoold want to gain mémem&m of
the & egsxtéﬁ #r%A 50 A5 tn ﬂa%‘m;;‘; it Has | £’§ Folkts plece, e sddad,
not o send soldiars snd allow Maxtes o gein the gwmw&m?a 4 clsay
 kitle ma' inuatoriale A | .

donfltoting opinton on the origlon of tha war uas not confined €o
Congross alone. Seorgy %ﬁﬁmﬁwﬁw, stationsd with Taylor's troope b
the Rie Lrande, wrota on April 2@1, VLS, simvet one wonth before Polk's
»m&m&m 0% war, that bDe telievsd (% wor Polk¥s desize Lo hove & wey
with Bexleo so ae o gat ﬁﬁﬁfwﬁmw &&m the conquest of Celifor-
vis to & plas o oxtend 6m?§y; Junen Zunsell Lowell, _m? eholitiontat
‘poet, svsmad up noPthepn i.'wnng vﬁzm&gh the words of MHosss Biglowmr "lhey
Jest want this Culiforny/Bote to lug m slerorstates Lo wd3

Glosely alled in his thinkiag te Lowoll was the ertioclete Hore
ace Greeley, who fm&ﬁu&iy m;wéﬁuﬁ}zimm in the pages of the New
York Irtvone. In Orecley's npintow, tis onnexation of Tezes by the Ul ted
States and the ragpulisnt ¥exlown %ﬁfw weFe part of ¢ plot by southorners ‘
%o foovesse the politicsl power of e elave mmga% s view wan alno

3%&&% Fowde, The &i!‘e st Lotturs of Ceorga Unndon Keade, sdited
by George G Hends {New Tovk: Oharies mﬁhmwe %maﬁ"m, Tohe T4 Do

*

Brovis Filler, Tha Crusade Agalrst Slevery, 1030-100 (1o Yhe Mew
Avericon fation Serles, mim Tenry Dtewie Cotmager ard RLCHErd De Forrice
Hew Tofks  Herper and Brothors, Fublistors, /. 39607), pe ifi5.

ﬂnfgg‘ dep
Willlen

Hdgadon o Fan Dansen, liorsce Sresley, Ugstemnt-Centor
{Friledelphing  Ueiversity of Penusyivaiia rress s De

mmmm tinn, Morass Gresley (Bew Yorke e s&w}mﬁm and ﬂmmw, 1503},
ol ]
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shavred by anwther influential New Yorker, Philip Hone. Both Rone and
Groeley saw slavery ss a grest morsl imsue. Greeley susgested that in
fighting the Hextican War, f;m_s‘ lowe of hegven ware snapendsd and in thely
place the lawe of hell were w&tabl&ah&&?ﬁ Yone, who charscterised "Cole
‘onel Polk® during bis candidacy in 16hhL s# Genersl Jackeon's “ohlef cook
and bottle wacher,” criticized those w0 intimated thst individuals oppo~
sed to Polk and the wor were being disloyal to America. Condenmning thie
superciliove attituds, Hone pokad fun at "Pope Polk™ and the "iofallibile
ity of his ‘hm}-.l.”‘%& |

7 ‘Funnlng on Polk's declarstion that the war was waped to conquer
poace, the i‘*ﬂ._bmm suggestad it would be more accurats to say "to conquer
2 plesce of Mexina.“ﬁ? 8o sharp were the denunciations of Polk in Greslay’s
_m that a recent biographer of Ureecley, Cél#ndam Van Deusen, suggested
“the Fexicans had no need of an Axis Sally. Grecley did the job, end did
it well, ir not with great effect. w38 ihe S‘mbum, though, was not alone

among new;,agmm in its nrttkz:ﬁ sm of %%lk and ﬂm wars The Fhuaﬁeipma

Horth Amerlcan saw ﬁ&xim ag t!w “Poland m‘.‘ Iimerte:a ,“"9 while the %ahﬁm

3yan Dausen, Horace mmlfﬁm pe 109

%B&yarﬁ Tuckerman {ed.), ’Z’M Dary of qu Hone, 10281851 (New
Yorks Dodd, Meed and Company, 1E55) 7ol. L1, pis 22k, 287+

Mrdne Segiater, duly 25, 1846, p. 323

' 36‘73!: “\awar«, ?’araﬂz: Oresley, po 230,

395;»&:; 3. hclipatar, 4 Bistory m +ha Poor mw United States
From the Rewolution to the T{vil War (Wow York: pp pleton end Company,

’ﬁ"'?;l);"'?"ai YILy Ps ﬁ?”%; vangres tswml maba, 30 Csrgmas, it Jassion,
« 347,
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Dugetis wrobe that 4t was & worsl tresson agsinet the God of hesven for

a‘zxyam to wnluntoer or vots a Aollar for the mm’f’a

Asong the nawapopors, es in the Congress, Polk had his defenders.

e pro-Polk Washington Natly Unlon declared that Hexico had esnsod the
wer by 1ts werlike preparstions eud wenton atteck on Awsriesn troops sts-
tioned on American soll. Zven bufore hostilities had begun, the Jeffer-

asuisn Republic of Maw Orleans expressed the feeling that further forw

: ‘mﬂmﬁw and loniancy ﬁmﬁm- Hoxies would only be teken as a sigs of
weaknass. Anothar Vew Orlesns paper, the Lozmereisl Sulleting wrote

Ataha,% the vés.,m States had borne more “inselt, abuse, ingolenco, 4od ine
Jury from Yexlico® than gny othar natlen would have. Only the use of foroe
sonmad Iﬁf@.m A aslove vi@;&a&m #‘a o Lhe ceune m‘t ﬁhe war was gtated
in the Now Havpshire Statesnen. Criticizing those whe sywpsthized with

fexice, the papar txﬁm@t&ﬂ 1% was the ald wnd coufort of the Yexican
g:muathmm~ hare that caused the %mww- _,
: Zaually divided in opinlon on the war g!aﬁt:g tho contemporary purs
iod wers the American churchass Gesorally, the Hotliodist and Southsrs
Baptists favored the wer, vonsiderdng 4% as God's punt shinent of the olne
ful ¥oxiosns. On the other houd, the Meciplas of Christ, Congregationas
ligte, Unt tarﬁm, and Quakers opposed the war as so iavagion of %axice,

# lust for territory, ovd & desirs to oxtend ﬂwerw T Congregationa~

LOxcraster, logs eit.

129 w‘i&iﬁeﬁaam"‘ =B “%'” Pe Lli6s Smith, War With Nexico, Vole X, ppe
20=123. i veb-d :

’*?m:xaa fegistor, August 28, 847, p. Lil.
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1ist Goston %%umréer oallad Lt the wost %afmw:: wor in ﬁmﬂam :mmmﬁi‘

From t?siﬁ chaog mf ﬁi,vmrm& aptnion dm@ing the contemporary perind,
seversl lines nf sausatinn ere distinguisbable. "Trat, body of opinlon Lfave
oratile to Polk’and his role fn the coming of the war accsptod hio olaiwm
that Baxion, by $ts -m@gmmivw attituda, 1t disvegard for Awerican dobtta,
and 1ts Mosl attack on Teylor's troops, must bear ibe LWawe for the wsps/
fue Unlted States, & peace-loving and potlent nation, waw foroed to fight
‘for 1ts hopor and yig%w. ﬁi’ m:m btady of !mmim mmdmn&ng mm snd the
war, ﬁws vontral %w&a wug ﬁmt ﬂw whr mmwﬂ from Arericen aggmwim
‘tn rmmmur twrimw, prmuy mnmmm. ;facwmsny w thls ¢honis was
the mzxer of “nany that this Jost for J;amﬁ vis due to 8 mm or zonspiracy
by southery azawmmam to increass the ﬁlwaa ﬁawitwy, theredy incressw
Lﬁﬁ the alwcemlﬁam‘ powey in t&w notional governmotts

Anpther lloe M srgurent was, zhat the annexaiion of Yoxag cuuoed
the war. Rere agsin opinion diffarad no to the righ\ﬁnﬁﬁﬁ or justificstion
of aamm%ims Those who bml%%?ad ' aiaw‘cmwirmy aﬁﬂt&é also bellaved
thig same mnwﬁ.ﬁmy wae behind the mmxaﬁm és Taxan. o thls group,
atnexstion and war with Hexico were pert of one grand mrsspifrwya Gthers
saw the Toxse annoxation as ;}wi'awtly Junts mm, but, cue o %&zx&aa'a
unpdtipeted faal};ng, still mm m‘wr cause of the wars lese zmaitim
booons wore dtifersntisted and clear in me. mdy of X&taratnm writton
on the wer after the conflict hed ended.

“30 3. Ellsworth, "American %umhaa ami the Hexican Yar,” Awe g,
can ¥i mmzm Raview, XLV (39LO), m:u 318, 315~316.
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The vost mrz,w,gﬁal wit t«mrs in ﬁzg postwar pariod wm tha aba‘&iw
tim} stae  Among this grovp ma‘,iim J&y am:% Rerace Gragley wars. tho asm
inflventials After the Givil ¥Wap, %m **ahva gonaplraoy”™ interprotuilion
of the Mexlean War was buttressed by the mmigrly uritings of Hermeun
ven Nekst and Jowos Bohoilsrs So iafluential were thece a%alit&mxiéﬁ
hintoriens thak their views wore virtually unqnamw@d during ihe ninge
wanm century. |

@m group of bietoriane M4 write favorsbly of the Ausrican cause.
‘way of these, such as Roswedl Hipley and Hdward Eﬁﬂafi@w, wory vetorans
of the wars They rofused Lo inﬁ&rgxfw the uor in terms of a sdlave cone ”
:s;zifwﬂ rather, thoy believed Moxloo, Ly iis aggrossive sttitade aﬁﬁ
pcl,it:g' efter the ammexstion of Toxas, caveed the war. &w in the nines
tosnth century thetyr voices wePe veak.

4 chaoge came with me eponing of tha twsntioth century when bigw
torisns reaoted sgelinst the mnanm'}.,a mz;arpretatmu of the abolition=
fota. Historiane such es %%1112&:1:: G+ Biukley, Yagene C. Harbor, snd Bphe
r#im B, Adams, writing in a perind ';f -E@?ﬁ;};{il mefom end et 2 time of ney
 Amapfcan sxpunsionlem, disssspolsted westward expsnsion from slevery em-
tenglon. Every facet of sbolitionist qmﬁmm@ was attacked and dlecredi-
tods The publication of Pmik*s: dlary and ﬁﬁmgn Smith's two volumon on
tho war csused the pendnlum st i.mzkmt;m on to awing & foll Balf circle.
Aswplos was vindlosted, .ﬂgwwy was rojactad as on m'guéapm of causetion,
end Fexico was 'éein‘ltééaﬁ the aggm@&m ‘

'American exponsionisn was the dominant theoms in Lnterpretaticas of
‘the Hexicon Var during the mméziegh cmtwy: o schonls of cpinlon omer-

ged that in common recognized oxpansion ag the mujor force behind the wears
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" Gne greup of Mstorieus Telt the war was inoviteble, a war brought on By
vaéim& axpansioniat forces, o they coonomic, poyclielogiosl, or laboled
Menlifest Destiny. Both Hexico and the Tnitod 3tater wers telplesss dcoe
ther group of Blutorions &ub;srgmta& the war 40 tarms of an sgpressive
Amprican saxpanslionisn. Polk, though net #&mﬁm@ﬂ, wag socused of dopw
bining the sverd with the olive byunch 4o i;i’?wm Maxioo's hande Hexioan
weaknsss and the westword movement of the Awerican settlsss provided an
aura af reppactability $o Polé's sotions. " Mpxtoan lands wore rps Lor
plusking and who could deny t?xé Avarieans Cirst plebiugs? The pendulen

af ngzmm% had berun to zeltle betwann e axtrone ﬁimmén%wmnwyy
abslitiontiat *sim'am the ulireenationalist fnterprotation of the werly

twantioth contury.



T%. A WAD FON SLAVE PuRS
Wi ARSLI TIONINT vYwRotng

Th the dunsdn .{Pexl@w%;ag dia fﬁ&mﬁaﬁ‘ é;‘sﬁ‘,, suttlionel atrile incroa-
ped with the intensificetion of the slavery tosuss The alavery question
wog radirectud from & cousliderstion of itz moral, @eia%, and eeonovia
aopoots only 4 one congeraing its axﬁm@r‘;m Lata ﬁ;a terpltnry oowly
aoquired fﬁm}%&iaml Beotional m#i ons wors o Arouanid that the Sivil
Wer tistorlan Avery Crsvan bas callad the ysars A0hh ts 1080 sosothiscs
of a watershed in 4he histovy of Ameriens ém@em@yﬁ

Thess ’f:i;a!sxa&al ‘gﬁamﬁm‘w wre m%l:sﬁ%w in the Iirsh bletories
written oo the s?m whth Hovicos  The scrthern sholitionisie become the
anst influential Hoxican Wor bistoriama. So awaﬁ# wore tholr attecks
on Polk that for the durstion of the ninetpenth century bis pame roseined
Jgnominionsly assoniated wlilh the uxtonsien of sisvery. Wesed by sn ine
tonsc hatred of slavery, m:zmm;rm such ae ¥illlaw Jay, Abigl Liverw
more, Willies Goodell, and %?grw;m froeley vigwad the Hexican War as but
sog lnoldent in @ arand conspivesy by oouthorn slaveholdaws to extend

3

slsvary and ingrease southesn gover Lo the astionel povsrnmonts”  Prge

1y . . Siett S - v
Je s Hnndall, Tha Civil Wer and Reconstruction {Nostont Ol G.
Henth and Company, [Ce 37317 s Dis Jdieddls

2 Y . L
Avery Oy Craven, Civil YHax in the Making, 1E1S-1060 {Haton Souges
Loulalane Stote Unlversity Prass, foe 4352/)s e Loe

Jorsce (realey, The Americen Gonflict {Hartford c '

1 : 38 A. ) ¥ 1y Conneoticuts O.
Ne Case aund Coupany, A86NT, Voile T, ppw 455y 16fs ¥illiem Jey, A Review
of the Causes and Consoguonces of the Msxicen War {Hosten: Benjswic ¥

™ e e
15333402
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awumm with proving that this southern conspiracy csused the war with
Haxico, they wrote dt&actm rathew_ than nﬁrmt&m historiess. %o prove
that slavery, a mr@l evil, éavs the cause of tha var was more important
to thom than to relate incidants in sn historical sequence. History be-
came @ tool of the sbolitlonists.

The chief apostle of this slavery intsrgm%a*hinﬁ of the !«?’ag&@m
War was ¥Willien Jay. Both Livermore end Goodell, writing after Joy's
work appesred, dspended largsly o his Ldeas for their ovm books. - Jay,

in his A Review of the Causes and Conssquences of tha Nexicen Yar, stare

tod with the Mlssouri Compromine of 1830 in bis anslysie of the war. The
Figeogri ﬁamprm.sg, which probibited glavery extension vorth of the 36-"
30t parsilel, be meintsined, forced the svuthorners to asek land to the
gouth and west. The first step ". .+ . in that carcer of érauﬂ, false~
- hood, and vicolence, which gltimately 1&6 to the annexation of foxan, and _
fh@ war sgatust Hexieo," began with the unsuceassiul attempt by Jarws
Long in 1819 to declare Toxas tnﬂnpemntwh Hoses Anstin then begen colo-
n&.mﬁk Taxap with slaveholders, and whan the Moxican govermsant outlawed |
slavery in 182 slavery sppearsd doomed, not only in Texss, but also in
the American South. The slave states were hommed in on all aiﬁau‘s
When it beoame spparent that '?ems"ws too waak to 's;:-aak from Haxie

can rule, the United States government tried to purchase Tuxas. Southern

Mussey and i‘mmny, 1840), pps 18, 31, LS Abiel Abbot Livermore, The Viay

With Pexico Feviewed (Bostons Amsrican Peace 9octety, IRE0), p. 13§ Wile
i‘im ﬁfm’“* Slavery and AnMi-Slavery (Wew Yok UW. Harued, 1852), pp.
Y722l

h!’ﬁ?* op» %EQ, e 10

5rbid., ppe 11-12.
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glavabalders oo 1iked thin sohowa, Jav stated, that thoy bepan s nropne
rande compalan $o droam up Amarionn sappost for the porohame. Horthewn
nppogition, howover, foresd the South %o bepin rapers that Oreat Bfdaln

hoad intantinng of poucsssing %‘mﬁ,é

# ramny thed had prest snstisnal
affoct on nost Amsriosns.

When President Jackoon, vhom Jay aacnand nf suceombiop 9 the nlave
tntoroats, £ailed {n hin attomt o pu'ééa&mn Taxag, the sonthorn conspleaw
tors decidad thet revolt, separatlon, and smexation was the enly solne

7

ttom. ! W13llas f;m&ﬁ:&; in bis Slaverw snd ﬁmausiaww, uasd on ém%ﬁgy

frow the Mble to Adesaribs the Amerlcan, governmantts m&ic}é: oY the
winoysad of Habath sould not be purshased Prae hin for ponay, ha could

ba Rilled, aod tha field taksn for m‘mwgc”g To £ac8litais the abonle
Lng of “Habathisa vﬁﬁnmarﬁ“ and to prepare the '!JE&;&‘?" far znuexzattion; Orosley
helleved Sum Hounton aﬂ& ho frinnds wars mushed into Tomas for no nther
rassen then to taks odvantaze of the first aﬁmmmgegmj ts fowent rovoloe _
ttnn and %o expall the Mextoan ﬂn%ﬂﬂ?&.@ﬂ; This lg:-:,saé;.was anrrind st o
2ul?4)) Dodhounty plans to m‘},&ng the fres and slave statos in the tm%an»
al gmﬂ’nmab.y On Mareh 2, 1836, when Tomas declared indspendenes and
wrots 2 constitution granting porpstus} miamw in Toxss, the firal part
'zaf this ner annthern ebratepy qéava aneomllshed, Bot the South realised

an indepandont Taxes would rot glve them added political powsr, sxplained

&Xbiﬂb 3 De | 3.53
Trbig.
gﬁ@udﬁ“&ﬁ., 0. Mc, e SThe

Qﬁmnlw, LPe ﬁ%ﬁn, e 15‘3&
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Jeys only amenation could do that. 2 Laytibor problen existed: northern
eposeition madt be overoome. e gmmi,rsﬁezri} sonlligrners, never lasking
in idess, found a soye-was olth Healeéo. Tut Foxico must begin i-tz..m

Hads 12 order :‘mr‘. such & plen wan e gontloversy ovwr Hexloan
payment of clalos owed werizan oltimens. Prasident Sgokaon , im&ismﬂ
Jay, pushed for the paymest of Lhess cialme watil Yexldo's rofusal 6o
comply with Big wishes gllownd the slz;um%ml&im; mﬁgniémg to Hexlieco, Poue
hetan #11lin, to break diplomatie relatlous. Jackson was rendy For wer,
‘Jay eontinued, tud only the M“;get.sme' 8f the dnsricen puoplo to shed
hiood over Toxae sbopped iﬁimﬁ'}' N

e slavabolders, Jay avgrad, 4id not five u;;u Tug noxd move wan
mads by the Teras leglslators, wihich laid claim 25 &1 of the ‘térrmery
from the source of the Mo Srande Fiver %o {4 mooths This, Jay fols,
wag to god oven nore polteatial alave Jaunds B f@‘wﬁwr plon amwisioned
ald of e Hexicsn teryl ﬁurg to ﬁt&@%‘ ‘?aéi&?i;@ :as‘ glave tespitory. Jay osw
Jacretary Upshurts povs in sending é‘:’&’laaﬁ 6 the Paelific as g alap in
tols direction. It waw the cleer ictention of the Ual tad Stater govern
mant 0 ?arm Fexleo iato way, sud thershy snnex ﬁaiig‘amia; In Jag'e
xz_;@ni%, the anvexatisn of Taxay wis mzmm 36 3 declaration of war
agoinst Hoxlen, made more dadased by it slmarﬁ @mﬂw,m

Refusting to coocads any gnitt on Mazteot's pard, Jey praised Wexlceo's

iﬁ&&,‘f’ B0 S&i, P }.ﬂg 31*_';2*
19&?’3’-&3., Poe ﬁh, ﬁ?, 55, Mv
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willingness to vegotiste in spite of 5@:’?&:3”@; snnevation of Tarag. Igw
naring the fnglablilty and :ﬁm'&mey Af the Yoxtvan repiag, Jay sccunoed
Silidell of Bedng vaduly studbors in reflusing to hesd tho E@t&mm OV
mont's reguest 1o dulay Lis cdudbg. Thie wap only dene, pleaded Jay, to
sveid @ poesible revolution and to nelp Yasp Perrera in @m&r.m Pollk, -
wlio i Greeleyis oplalon was 9 #israholdny complotely pold opbh to the
slavo mmmssﬁs,m hind Lseuad orders sanding Govarnl Taylor ¢o move on
thw Bie Orsude befors ha mm;ﬁ.vaé'wrﬁ ol Sidallte rojecilion. Jay' Bl
ticabed that thls was laotandad to indece Temdno to war ant to facllitate

the soguisteion of Saifornie. >

S8y o as:ma?ta:? tho Haascs _E':iwr 25 thz 1zaal gnd Wisinric Lotne
Japy of Tazas, ralnteliend Wat Taslor's myvzi 15 the Mo Craade was in wiow
1stion of Puuslean terrltory. hle z’sg‘t&:;sxé., ke fall, ennverted a probsble
war fobs 9 cerdainiy. The Unite?%tales, vethar than Mexins as %1!% ted
asgnrtad, was the sggrassor. “Chen Yexiean troupa cromsed tha Mo f;rmda; s
they wers in their oun terriisry to give protsction to thelr owp willzges
and nel io invads ?&mmm Mecounting Naxtents thraots of wor, Iiverasre
gugpestod they wers windy ﬁﬁ_a’mmmﬁ fav hons cvngumptisn, sod thad patience
would bave hasloed :E!ém‘aaiz younde sver ithe 1osz of Texam acd nagotiation

would have solvad the boundary problam b Sut when Teylor purpssaly

3'3%,, ps 115

Migragley, 5p. site, pe 169,

Xsay, loce olbs

16t01d., pr. 223, 10h, 128, 133, 13k
mmwmm, ope 238sy peo 55,
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biaahaaaﬂ tha Mo Grande, Joy wepisz, it wae to force Leneral JAmgudla to
fire ths fiost shot. Anﬁ'#ﬁial the ¥oxlcouns Jid not stiack. 7Jayloy then
sant out srail yéz;&&a of wen Lo destroy the suemy on the esstern side of
tba rivers a abirsish oconrrsd aéﬁ gone Anerieans were Hilled. Teoylor's
troops, Jay &aataﬁ, aetually etrick the firsh hlawg;a

The eauses of Lue wuar, &%riy&%&’af‘varbai faleitios, ware, in %he
abriitiond atst visw, tho extession of elavery and he asquisition ol Zalie
fornis. To Csltfornis war did uob begin wntll after Frfaoat arrived.
Polk, 2ald Jay, assured Frlmost that no reprizend would be given bim of
ha, acting 8c 5 rﬁyr&&a&&éii?ﬁ of the Progidant, sxceltad a riet snd iow
gurrestions Ihe Yavy alen poved ln aaaqrh with presoncsived plans for
e seisure of Callforuls hgﬂihﬁ maptean governmands *The & saemberpont
- off anothar, 0ot the dafopse of its own aaﬁn&&y, vae ths objact of the
Asgricen Covernmut,” declored Jay« The aghrgaai sar differed “{ronm
nurder and robbary only in the sbujendvus onormily and extent of the
ﬁrﬁms.“19

The abolitionlisl hiszﬁrxena' vedlel in the existesnee of o slave~
holders® plot to extend 31a”ﬂry-wn& farthey aﬁr@ngtﬁaaaé by the mmnbraﬁk

£ the CLVil War They sav this war as e great ciimax vo tho slave

J@ana@ Iracy and wara therefoya convingad of the ¥t gutnese ol thalr Llotorde

28l {uterpratstion. Tie @mm.amm wlauonint gontimed to doninate

}‘ﬁfa‘", 33{0 Qgt" QQ 3‘39'
¥1nid., ppe 138, 136-157, 165, 162,
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Hexlcan War historiography for the reseinder of the nineteantd century.

The post-Civil war genoration of historlans wan both nationslistic
and opponed to slevery. Doseons of writers passed gudgméiz on the redbale
lious Soath for fts sssault on American nsti~nality and tts defense of &

N0

decedant olivilisetion. tupreasnting e tradition of Jey snd Urecley

ware Hormsnn von Holst, Jonew Sehouler, and Henry Vilson. Vilson's History

of the Piame and Fall of the Slsve Pawer in Ameries, published in 187k,

was similer to Ooodellts history of a{igﬁ@f??ﬁ Wileen representod the axe
trame novtharn anticlavery ﬁmgmimg he 'haé hwa Aﬁtﬁm in sioiities sinee
the 1BLO'a, and hed gatoed 'é wiﬁu reputation av s choampion eﬁ.‘ the workinge
wan and en opponsad W‘ tg&mgw; Cppossd to ﬁ’m&i@m Johnson's moderate
- peconstruction viows, he was #m”;&y ailind tg; the radienl reconstructions
.. lots in Congrese and socured the viceprasi dentinl apa%' mﬁrsm’s ticket
in 1872. 21 . . |

As the 1itle of h-%#" book m&mmw; 4t deale with the supposed sisve

powsr of tho mm%ﬁm 'ﬁnm; i‘sﬁ@dﬁm& mmm are subservient to the
central nﬁam of slewory. Tha clatn is nmade that tie sleve power goubrole
lad the Mmaxaﬁc party and thereby .t:iw national government. . The conspir-
ators csed their power in Congress to pass obroxious meesures that were fo-

cousistent wiih the principles upon which the Unhted States hed besn founded.

%1 chiaol Kraus, The ¥riting of Amaricon History (Nermen: " University
of Gklshoma Press, 1953), ps 19 T"% ‘

2htpemes Jo Prosely, Awerdcens Interpret Their Civil Wer {Prisceton:
Princaten University Prass, Y0ChY s PDe ?K%sh
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The votes for the annexation of Texss and for prosecuting e Hexlcan
War were just such measures. Polk, Witson belleved, viclated the Maxie
eén boundary and precipitated war when he ordered Taylinr tg invade Haxicos
Hilson stated that the Judgment of mankind must beld Palk responsidle for
the wors Turthermore, Polik's primary wotive wae the scouistition of terri-
tory to expand and develop the slaveholdera' favorite inaaitutiﬁmgé
Writing esrly in the 1800's, the Cewman soholar Hervens von ﬁﬁiﬂt
condarned the evils of slavery in strong moral terms. He reprosented, in
the words of Mlebsel Ersam, "« « + the fullest flowering of the Paderalist-
Whig~Tepublican soheol of historye~nationalist, Northern, anti-slavery. ne3
Eiepraagn&aﬁva of hia seamfui Judgnents on the war was bis condemnstion
of Prasldent Polik'e wor speschs "The wery étzmaél ?b_myﬁ laughed at theg
fable of the *nrg&nﬁ necmosityt of defsnding ’mma.:ﬂzh ¥hlile von Holat
wrote hia higwry at tha beginning of the decade, James Schouler, who was
alss flercely antiahvm;y and believed slavery wasteful and unrightesus ,25
wrote at 1ta close. His narrative, blased by #i,s strong aatialamxfy feel~
ing, concluded that Texas annexation and the Maxlean Wer wers coused by a

sontharn wﬁamraay to extend azweryﬁ&

22

Herwy Wilson, ?‘ista& of the Rise snd Falliof the .ﬁ,ma %wr in
dmerica (Tocton:t  Jomes N. UsLood enid LOMPALY, LOTL)s Vois 11y DBe .
23y

roun, ods cit., pe 197,

ﬁ‘}’awm Wieh, The Ameyicmo Fistorlsn (New York: Oxford Uoiversity
Pross, 1960), p. L2,

25?&"“3, __go t’«‘itc‘ pe 20).

26
anes Schouler, mawg_z of the United States of Amarica Under the
Comtitatlon {(Vashington, N, Cui “F1Ti%anw He Porrisof, LORSYs ¥l iV, pe
819




3N

Von Holst dismisced Mexico's war clamor as unimportant becsuse of
the veskness of the Hexican nation. He thought 1t sbsurid thet Mexieo
should wage wer over the loss of Texes ﬁé‘viaﬁ&caza Lts nstional honore
Von Holst also poked fun &b Gesnoral Taylor's ingquiry %o the administre-
tion as to the position of the western boundary of Toxas. Ho saw this
s8 proof that differences of opinien prevailaed. VYon Holst Zacetiocusly
ceneaded o partial truth in the cssertion thet Texan juriediction went
‘beyond the Nueces River--at lsast to the western baok of the riVar.2?
Furtuer proofs gﬁat ?w&k.diatarﬁed the truth ooncerning the boondary,
bo wrote, wers the duties pald to Mexzlcan eﬂfiaigis at érazan, s toun
at the mouth of the ilc Crsnde, and Tgylev‘s nrders not to molest Hexisw
ean troops and miliﬁary\pa&ts aast of the Mo Gﬂaﬁdﬁ'ﬁg

Yon Holst further criticlsed Poll by acousing bim of shifting the
poundary, which hed bsan purposely laft opun foy pegotistions, Folk then
argued that ha hod 8 right to defond his nes boundary, whish mado s clash
inevitable. Folk violeted the Amsrican Cometitution by prezenting to Cons

27 Schouler was even zore oriticsl than von Holot

greas & roady-mede wars
. of the boundary issue. He criticized the finited Stetes fer leaving the
voutidary qgﬁﬁtimnvﬁpﬂn.ﬁw negotistions. Yo castigated Tylar for adopting
He a » the fraud of the Texas ravglutianisﬁa in voting to themnelves the
whols domdnion of Hexico. « »® to ke Rio Crandes T™his meand ¥. + « that

the glut of our elavgholdors weuld not e satizted «withound & ney haunﬂary

2THormarm Tdauard von Holet, The Constitutional and Political History
of the United Gtatss, trans. Joho J« Lalor and Faul Jhorey (Chicago: Oale
Taghen ana Company, 1821}, Yel. IXI, op. 31, 8hL.

281*3‘!&1» $ Do 92.
ngb&ﬁ vy Pe 102,
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line acrvss the ocontinent which would give them Naw Mexico snd « + + Calle
fornta.n° Suggeating the wol{ as Awerics's rotisnal sriblem, Schouler
acouscd Polk of sendlog Taylor fe the Gio Orands 'ﬁé rmadntain a *’pmtsen#
tious claim.™ When the exkean govarnment m:mséd to bs bought, Sobouler
fnsistad, Siidell wans asked to aa'aak, recognition from me‘_ Papades povern~
mant 2o a8 Lo establish @ clear case of rafagal %o gré#en% to Congress as
& pretext for wmore cnorgstic ma##w&»ﬁ %an S34dall rﬁjt,uréze& to the
United 5%&&, &ehouley Waﬁa,grwmwxﬂy, . 's‘ 1% wap left for the
wolf to proclaim ﬁa the American peopls how the kmﬁ had poluted the
mtarad’Bg ' |

Yon Holst charged that Polk wmmé to wabe the roles he was to
play bys In the V“ultmamm” praseatad to Hexico, 311del)l damsndad that
Kexioo ceds all the lend whi&ﬁ the ﬂhi‘téd ‘E'»tstea eiaimé, or pay the ¢on~
paquenced, which, according to von Nelst, Polk had already in mm.”
Zvidently, von Holst did not have scoess to all the docompates, for Slidell
was aataa}i;y teld in the dlepatchss thet 1f neceszsary he wez to settle
‘Just for the boundary wmh“ no other territory. When negotiotions fallad '
and Taylor was arémﬂ by ‘Ganerd ari ayt‘éto retraat to the Husces Riwaer,
Taylor dWooksded the Hlo Grandes By ot denouncing this provocative set,
von Holst declsred, Polk sheved &a.itfs gullt. Ihis ect forced hostilie

W : ‘

tias.

Fsenauler, ops sit., pe 510

oms., gp. 529, 525.

32,3:&2;&-: pe 527,

I3Ven Holet, ops eita, pp. 107-108.
Nrpra., po 236s
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Put the important guestion to von Holst was not who fired the first
shot or gave the Tirest order, or aven on whose soil bloed was shed. The

most important question wes who made 1% pecessary for the first shot to
be fired. Yon Holst had an amquivma}. answars President ?a:’s.k‘” Eoth
von Holst and Schouler beligved tha Presidont purposely precipitated the

war to conguer Callfornia and New Mexico, since they could not be gained

36

by purchase.” Schouler was convinced Polk's primary motive was to extend

the area of slsvaery and strengihen the southsrn atutes against northern
37 Yon Holet reproached Congress for its share of the guilt
38

ancroachment.
in sanctioniag Polk's war %o oxtond slavery.
Besides the large historios written by von flolst and Schouler, seve

eral other books were writien that adhered to the same ‘aﬁomti,caiat vieu-

point. Tn 1883, Horatio ladd published his History of the War With Mexico,
in which he described the war as a struggle for supremsey by the southern
slaveholdars. Hot lacking in haldfz&és, he sucolnetly. wmt@.z e potent

cauge and ml;lng motiva s . w ai‘ the waz* wi'z.h Hexlco waa the purpose to

emné hunan Blavexgz into fraa terz‘itrcz;g. "3

Lada differed from both Schouler and vm:a Hala%, however, in not
connecting the slave consplracy to the desire to annex Texas when the
move was first propeseds Rather, hs explained how England and France

both proptised to limit the territorial sdvance of the United States. He

351b1d., ppe 238, 253.

36;}_;_@_@., pe 253; Schouler, op. eit., p. 526.
33chouler, ope cites Vol. ¥V, pe 97.

38V0n Holat, loc. cit.

39Homtie Oliver Ladd, Histo of the War With Mexico (New Yorks
Dodd, Mead and Conpany, /c. 1883/7, p. -
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matntained that Unlted States-Toxas interssis wers identicel and that
Texas annexstion was essential to the walfave of the nstlen. Dt then
the alavery guestlon enterad fnto the debate ﬁvw annexstions Horthern
&e‘mgﬁ anﬁ‘frmgw@ilam beligved mn@qtim wnuld rosult in war, and the
very mea of having to fight ﬁﬁra&igﬂ Hay 10 extend glavery and to ine
orsase slave power waa too much for thes to necept. KHers was bhe wedge
that ignitsd & contast for political supremscy betvesn glava and frse
secticns of the u&tim.l’a

| LTeaying the strxagglq wae privarily seetional, Ladd pointed -autl that
it wes not a North-South fight becsuse the Nemocratic party, North and
South, uphald the slave institution of the South. Tear of a grest slave
cupire 4ld belp $o merge Whig end fres-anil gltmnm_ in the North agelinst
Yoxss sunenation end war with Hexieo. Conecealing his aggressive desipns
sgeinst s “wesk, mimerable end distracted” Nexico, Polk took advsntage

¢f tho sxcitemsnt ceused by mgm clains ousd &Americen oitlisens. Lladd
gaw no Juctificotion for war over the eleims iammbx Yt was tsking &
caimfdlg sdvantege of & wask nation. . o7 forelng L€ to flgbt by lavade
fng %o mu.w‘ Taylor's orders, Ladd wrote, vers Lssued by & “wareloving
government® to provoks Mexico purposely to war in order to couguer its

X
territory 1n the interest of slovery. 3

L‘QM@ s Dv 26,
itlw,, pp. 26, 28, 33.
b2p9., po 33 .
Wrbta., po. 38, bO.
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Three othar post-Civil War writers vhe atcepind the ahelitionist
Anterprotation were Theodore Roonevelt, -‘x!i:x;yzmm 8. Grant, and John Fiske.
A1l three pmsénmd the nane antiglavery srzuments. Urant Lo his zomolrs
chlled the war “the most unjust ever waged by & stronger sgalmst o wosker
natione i ¥riting as an old san, be gew the "Scuthorn Hebsilion” as &
punishmant for the iramgman‘mm nf the %xmw &sfami"g

Roogevalt's blogrsphy of Ihoms B. Heoton is o@ colorfel as 1t is
blassd. Castigatlng tues Damocrats féz* foventing vow slave stetes, Dooses
velt balicved Polk was backed by "robid Southern fircessters snd olavery
@maﬁa&m&am, who had deified Hopro bondspe snd oxalted 1t Leyonc the
Union, the Cons t&tx&ﬁ.m, nod gueryithing aﬁ;m. . . onhb Likeuica, Flele,

in How the United Ototas Tscsme o Eation, malutained that war with Mexico

would bave hémn unthinkable without the mashinations of ibe glavabold ors. BT

The abolitlonist interprotation fﬁzmimd atrong until the closs of
the ninetrenth century« 7The extonnlon of plavery was hald to ba the sause
of tha wars The Unfited States way sondonnod o2 an sggresser, while the
Mexioans vare praiped for thelp wﬁrégmm Pights Tet not sll hictorians

af the nineteenth aantmfy, Ty a-zsy' mouns, acooptad thiw interpratation.

t’(

m“i:l;mma Se Crant, Porsonsl Momolrs of Us 8. Grant {(Bew Torke Chare

. O S SR

1ss L. Wabster ead Cospsny, OG5}, VOle L, Pe 93s -

| z‘é‘?’i’mm&am ﬁmmai{ Th iapt | gan St -
T s Thomas Uart Benton (in Aserican Steteswen, od.
Joho Te Morse, Jr. Boston: Houghton, PAITILn Conpaty, JG+ 1HBE7Y, pe 291

|

Ll

Ws0na Fiske, fou the United States Hecewe a Hation (Doston: Ofnn
snd Company, 1P87Y, pe 102+ |
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Hany balieved that the Unlted Stetes was :}mtiﬁw o ite war with Hexico,
snd to thelry writings we now tum in @hapux@ threo.



IYT. TO THR TALLD OF FomTEsy
A waR OF BONOR

In vontraet %0 the intaerpretaiions of the sbolltioniste wers inter
pretatisng by iaiw&@ri:a;m&, BANY M‘_ wxmm tock port in the wvar, who felt the
United Stoles bad every pight o proseculs ver sgalvpet Haxien. CGalling
ghe Niexinano Mpoted, ém&&, and intuxsn, Captain Jahﬁ T+ Bughog wrots
ini%ﬁ? that Maxice splsed wpon the folse pretoxt of Taylorte morch intoe
d;nmmd ferritory to doclars wor on the United States. ‘Hs Untted States
was fully Jostifiad, he wrote, it repelling tho hostile invesion and viee
) A aatl Bg fts netional mnama" "

Tis group of writers held thet Hexleo's aggressive at?;muﬁé and
gotions ware the cause of éz&he war.  On related questions, evch a6 Teras
annexation, the conousst of Callfernia, and Poli's poliey and diplowacy,
cloge ugroewent wao hacking. In 10LY two Yooks reprecerbing tho pro-imerie
‘can view, both by formar soldiers in the war, woro published. Though dif-
foring on @mm matters, Togweld Mploy's The Wer Yith Pexico snd Sde

wvard Ds Hausfleld's The Hexivan War took siedler spprosches. Yach sew
the band of Cod losding the dentiny of the cations America's mission to
conquer 8 vootinent wes predetormined by Ood mmlf.?

a 3’43& M
ntain Jobn T« Hugheo, Deniphan'g 2 zﬁt&m, An docount of the
Conqueat of How Hexiee (Oincinnatiy % e 3 ®e8, A0L7)y PPs Lowdbe
emﬁm Be Usnelield, The Yexican Har {Hew Yorlr A, S. Hames ond

Cempany, tenth oditisme 1ALGY, ppe J01-323f Roswoll Sebin Riploy, The War
With Moaxico (Hew York: Harpey snd z‘%mt JEPB l%’é.}), Yole I, po 26.
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Soth #ipley and ??am‘i*ifam srzapted the rightuess of Awsrican sotion

Lv snnexing Texas ond eéaxsﬁ.%gat&&ﬁ the ¥omleans fer thelr wer-like throats
to the Amsricsn gémmmmi‘é; zmvrsszﬁm dAld eriticlus the Amsrloan goverte
mont for tis laek of prodence ino mgl&-stimg iy prepare militarily se Taxas
aunexation wee consumnteds She Fexlcan threats of retalistion, o xeinw-

tulned, were woant to be taken liwmily;} When Polk sent _?z‘as*lnr to the

Texss frontisr, 1t vse e dofencive measure in snswer to Lhe Mexican thresto.

Concsrnipg Toll's sssertion that the Sie Orande was the proper boundery,
however, tess two writers differed. ~-§é‘mmﬁiﬂm mmgﬁaé the stipulation
tn the resslation of mfmxatwrg_tba% the lerritory betwesn m-:-@ ilusoes and
the Mo Grande rivors was disputeble. Tu order to ‘jaaui‘y ?&*ay‘zér*a- DT Q-
wapt inte ths territory, ‘m me@%#@é that 1t wes not the boondary Folk
sought to defend, but the stxte of ’i‘éxw frow Texican attaek. Cunphatie
' eally he declared Poll did pot é.t'tmm to dafend an imaginery E@nwaymg
Einley, on ‘ﬁ}% other bhond, btased the Arerican elalm on the _"?watw
of Toleseon of 1@35# AL that time, Senta ﬁﬁm, prisener of the Texous
fﬂimmg nie defeat at Sen Jeecin to, scknowladpad ﬁhm Blo Ovende River
o8 the wostern boundery of Texss sand agrezd to yemove Hexloan troops o
the wostarn benk of ﬁk@: ‘%%’éié frande. Subseauontly, the ;ﬁsmfzm. govaromant
had yepudieted ‘t'ﬁ& treaty 35 1nvalid bsesuse Sants Anms wes under duress

L prisctmué Af ter Toxas was snoexed and the boundary became a thorn

m&ﬂifXQM§ o glte, ppe 12163 Ripley, ops olte, Po 53+
bisensrield, op. site, po 21
SIbide, pe 230

éﬁ’ipZ’y' ERe m" PP 33‘;’ 363

b
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to pesoalul Unitad Stotes-Maglant r&&aﬂ&mn#, the Ond ted Sﬁatmﬁ; acsording
to Mpley, ascted 3n 8 dg facto éEaQ@ of &55&%&%,.ragardiaua of Mgxican
tné&ry*' To prove Lie oontention that Toxas controlled the terriiory to
the Mo Oeoade, 2pley pointssd to the gz@alam@ﬁ%am‘by Gepsral Wold ending
A% RrmiStied Batwosn tha Texsns end the Moxleans in 17kL. Woll warpad
that ooy fodfividual found & distance of one Laague fros the lofd bank axﬁ
the Mo éranﬁu would o consldered sn scoonplice in the ssurpstion that
Teze held poasession ﬁﬁ the 6i&§ntaé territorys.. Int thes Wpley contyae
dioted hiwsoll. Texas, e stated, never bod vodisputed possassion of |
this territory; and Sts sols cleim was not, as he stated previonsiy,
bassd on a ds faoto attuatlion, but on the treaty mode with Tants Aune
aud hilw gaﬁ@waim«? »

Vhan peace negotiations ware atlespled by'ﬁliﬁeli,.?ayaar’a maych
%as an &mariﬁam\gﬁ%ﬁmy& to Lnduce Hexioo to listen to B12dsll and to poe
mand the Yaxicang of the poesible resnlts 48 khag‘rgﬂuaaé to 9@5@%&&%@.8
This effort #t negzotf atlop shovod that the United S4stes was bsnding over
Backwards to placate the Moxicaes in spite of thelr preparstisn for wars
#pley Welleved the Yexicon mople, h&lﬁzng'am exapgerated vicw of thoir
pliltary abillity, &aem;m{%ad end clamored for war. ‘His attilude reschod
xyéz%ama in she w1t tary coup of Parsdas; he wae pbligad %o begin hostile
i&em; Thin wes :aaam@liéﬁa& whon Foxlean forcex orogsed the Rio (rsads

and attocked Taylor's fogekan

YZfﬁf}o, ppe 6614
¥bid., p. 132
93: bldsy phe €§3~3L. -
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Hanglleld was -swmd*aﬁ !mmm"; o Slidell. Tealising the Haxlean
gwaammm; anuld wot mzmtw hiw s suddenly beeaugs of popular m&citmﬁg
Tldell, Manafleld stated, by Lneisting be % rmﬁwﬁ tomedintoly, do-
Leated the poaselial ixmntmm ‘Mf’ %he Yoidean poverupent. Inlk, antiof-
pating S2idell's “azmm, bad ordered Teylor to the Rle Arande befors ha
nosld have recelvad word m B4l e fotlure. émhar than awphasise this
initlativa Loken by Palk, Vanel m&ﬁ% ghose to mwmiw the coxplate leok
of war planz in Amerios, yﬂzwﬁ provod €0 him thet the Amerlcah goveramant
had nathing but poseotel intentlions. 1% use YW smallness =nd sppsront
waskness of Tayler's Zovoes thet lnspired cowrsge in the Uoxicana o ate
tock the Amariesn fo maa‘w

Both Zpley snd Mansfleld agreed that tm; fmﬁqma@ of Callfornia
and Hﬁw Hoxton was Lnoldantal te the mein thestor of war: the territory
was selesd as an indesnity fox @;a wrongt inflictod on the United Diates
‘&z# Fambens 1o disprove thy argzzmésnw ef thasa who charged that the Conw
quest of Tolifornis wes the e&n;ssx of the war, Riplsy palnted fo the many
pttampha Ly the Arurican povernmendt o p&r&ma@ Californian to golin 4 port
on the Pacific. Ta eaplatned thed the Polk adwinistration's detailed
plans for aefzing Tallforslas were Cfurthor proof of ¥exloen odatinzey and
wars formulatad to assare an indemnity ’m vase of sm'.ﬁ

Sanafield w;s#_ slhapticsl of Poll'e motivame Polk's subzsquent ace

tiong, Fansfield believed, gnb suf fledont proof that perrsnent cooguest

8] 4 .
. Hanalield, ope cite, Bpe 26-32.

Mg Play, ope gite, oo 109,
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swas Latendsd at @ resull.  Thob Fromont appoaysd in f‘mli ftméi;a Just 4n
time Tor war was no probion fer eliher Blagtorlan. They accepled the veli~
Aity of his gosentifio mmﬁimg Henelield explained %};% 14 wae only alfter
Frésont loarned of Caneral Castro's plans to stack iserican settlsrs at
en Francisas $hat bhe fought Lo overthosw the Yexioan ga%mijz.m
«&lsé gefending Todk from oharges that he waged & war of congosst
wee ths histwrian Jobn 5. Jenking, who soon after the war wrote Cistory

of the Yar Batwee

n Lbe Tinited Stetes ond Hetgo end Jhe 14fe of James
fnom Folk. Memisdlog cm@aat 85 @ cavon of 'ﬂm way, Jenkines atetsd
that the annexetion of Texss waz Um o ipingl am‘i prime cause., ﬁwamw
ing pio argument, Jenkins Yooked o the daraputabile cheracter and valuea
of the iéamwng he pointed alse Lo the meny grievancss held %&3 Pl ted
States citivane Mﬁ&%‘i{lﬁ of gﬁsmz%ﬂmﬁ vesgeis, couflscated goods, aad une
Just iwﬂ.mmmﬁﬁa; The disavewal of the Troaty of Velusso by the %xiw
can poverment wus Sorther evidence to Junkine of the loowenssz of tlp
Faxican charactar. & the %ﬁmw wad made by & chief waglstrate oyergise
ing dictatorial power, Jenlkins araoued thol good fatth nun the part of the
govornmant ahould have cm;xmé Perico ﬁfa ratlly Sente Aona's mtt@»m
detlihat anique contributlion o the histeringraphy of this perled
wan his explanation for the Tnites Statas! right to the dlsputed territory
gnd Bio Orende heundayye ti& mkﬁmie&gaﬁ a qoasi-ginte of war Detweon the

¢

123anetiol, ope cite, Do 930

‘134::5&:3 Be Jonkino, Etetur
Hexlon {Aubusns Tarby and i

of the War i%-am%’g the Uul ted States and
*‘:Tﬁmv Pps 23, . ;Ww '

-
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United Sioten ond Fexico from tha tive Tokes was anvewsds Tho Mexbosn
foreige mnister Dooansgrs ameuaccd on dugust 23, 3843, thset amaxatlon
would meas wers  Tule throet wes relterated by the Noxlcan minlatey In
Hoshingbon, Jeneral ‘&lmmiez, pnd by Preaildent Ssote Anns.  To Srnlonent
this threst, forces wary mobiliged to reomnguer Toxsd. 1k £ no 1%@%&51;
tostile action follewed this mobilizabtlony amoriea dld ot et the threat
sipp the annuxalion 5:‘:’ Torpas Thxlee imusdiately Lyoke diploratic rala-
tionge 1n "&:a rogolntize of amexabion, the Doundery quastion vaa T
spen for Tubure nogobtiationg but, Jemkins crgead; as all avewsos of inlave
courae wore viosed by Yaxine, thove wos zm ressuren Inlt to the United
Srater oxoept to deoide the boundary slong, until Nexioo wes ready to
mwi-ﬁ;anﬁ--m

| At thig point Jonking davoked his Hisory of satlonal lawr bouns
darios ave alweys sbliteratod by a rovolution, a5 in & s%.tnal‘mm of war
between Lo contigunns gountrisge On thie ticory Jenkluve Lulit ble cese.
Tue only abiigmimi on the part of the Amerinsn governnent, ha atated,
wss Lo ascertain haw far Toxas axtended 1ts Mwite by comquest O O0AUDEm
tien or by consent on the pary of ‘mﬂicmw' in othor words, the saly
necessary bwrden of proef lay in showing thet the Tio Urende boundary
wao oither souguarad fronm Yoxico or aspented to by Mexico. Developing
hia proof, Janking oxplsined bow at the tussation of hestilithes botwesn

#exloo sod Toxaw, Uonoral Oos retired beyond the Rio Orande; then st

@xmm, ppe bl 212, 2138 John O 5%&:&&@; She Life of Jawes Ynox
Polk {Auburnt James F. Alden, 18503, p. 2S5,

igéﬁﬁkiua; History of tho War, ps. b0y L3, L75 Jeonkine, Life of

yonkins, Life of Folk, ps 2ub.
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Velavco, Santa Antps, mmmm Buprene powers, entersd in@é att agroewupnt.
gstabliobing the o UGrande an the boundayy of “'ﬁbmm} Kexico's gals by |
this stkuowledgement was ths roscus ol 168 army frop disester and disgrace.
Good faith, Jenkines repoated, required mm; to ratifly %.i:e tmw»w

. An i’nrﬁzw Widﬁmﬁ‘ of Texan control of the territory to the Ro
Lrandey Jonking wrote how Houston, upon besring ruwors of Hexican sttacks,
ook troopy te Lorpus ﬁhﬁmir and then sent soouts %o the o Oranda.
{here were no psrmagent Hoxican setilements tmré except & fow herders
and smuggiers who, upon the srrivel of louston's troops, scatterad to
the west bank of the river leaviog Nouston in conplote conbrol of sl
the territory to the #ie Grande iver. Houston's csatrol of this terrie
tory was taken into consideration shen the lavw in Texas was psssed in
1836 sesting tie Louandary of Texas &% the o Gramde. uston 'm&au,
post Mﬁamm poat roads, snd elention precincts were sl establishwd
wott of tho Husces. 1t wae oniy Texan indifference and grace, Jenkins.
declared, thoil aliowed Mexlesna to settle eadt of the Hio i%z-amim’m

Jenking capped bis ergement with s34l farther evidence that the
fiio drande was the legitimste boundsry of Yexes. He found further proof
in the way Hiidoll waz vejected by dhe Herrera gevérmnm At no tine,
he stated, did Herrvers use ag #m oxouse not to raceive Sitdall the fand
thet the United Etates occupied the disputed tarritory with Taylor's

troopss Gesides, ¥ayior's movemont w the Fo Orande was well known in

m‘im}km&, Bistory of tha War, ppe 5l 55
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advsnse by thas Baxlonnsy yety no :;mg&amtaimn were nsds bs; Haxice to
rasist e aggmmaw he eccupation of Lo éispuwd Iand wan nsear
oviticiged by ﬁﬂﬁm& until the question becsms an jssue ralsed by Folkia
. political wwxzmm:m e origle of the war, @ Janking saw L1t, was
due tuv the sx:;:mmt:im of Tesas. This wes Hexico's s&x?imipm grievance.
All elsoweTaylor's cccupation 62’ Corpus Chrintd, the naval squedron ab
the Gulf of Fexives end Taylor's &ai@ﬁm to and blonkade of the Hio
Orondns Bivere-uss instidontal, meraly ggﬁmwtmg tis Prisary ﬁmw.ﬂ‘
Four nﬁhar books wf&tt@g prior to the Livil Wer alpo wvindicated

the Onited States. Semuel Jo Baysrd in bis 4 Sketoh of thé Lifs of Comvse

dore fobert F» Bicekton amﬁﬁm that Anterest in conguering Uslifornis
bagan only aftar war Led b#gm:» War wis not for the gmm af cougrer-
tag Califorats. 2 Goorge Ce Porber's Ine Twelve Ponths Voluntesr; on &G«
count of & yssr of service by a coldier, acveptud Texas snhexation as

Bobh movally end lapally jasty 4t pointed out ﬂ;a ten yarrs of indspans
dotice, the méaguiﬁm of Taxas by foreigh powers, and, most importent,
the mutusl agreemcnt of peoplee Lo unite. Moxico would not acoept these
faets, howsver, sod broke diplomatic relations, declering ite intention

to0 reconguer Toxaes. Toxas then plghtfully requestsd the tnited States
arsy to protect Lts frontier. Uexiso's devermination for war reached

W1bsd., ppe 5T=58.
Osenisus, Life of Polk, p. 250,

2l |
““Jaoking, liistory of the War, ppe 58-59.
?22amel J. Daysrd, A Skotch of the Life of Commadore Robart F.

Ay

Stockton (Few Yorkr Derby and Jadkson, 3H60), Ps Phe




frofition fn Lt2 sttack on ?’aﬁw'a twm;mg:’

John e Ghibarm ia bis book on the 14fe of General John A Quite
mat wag even more hostile toward Mextoo. He feit Hexico's belligerent
atiitode justified s war for sonquest as .t.tm Hexicans wore & "beastard
and rebber race, incapable of éslfwgwammrxt and only fit fm;? anrvitude
and military wlﬁu”% The srmexatlion of Texas, by inviting the Nexicson

25

to bugin hostilities, wes the prirme cacse lesding to war. Beverend

Wolter tzénm, in his Thres Years ir California, wrote of the surprise

of the Californions at the United Statss' conguest. Colton believed
that justification for United States' conquest could be found in the
anarchy and sonfusion in California. 26

In spite of Lbo doslnance of abelitiontst interpretation in wost
tistorics written after the Civl]l War, two books did sppesr which intere
preted the war as & jJust one. The first book, History of the Hexican
Har, wos written in 1892 by Ceneral Cadmus M« Wilcex. Xn bis preface
Wilcox stated his premiss: the war was juet “m, unavoidable ond Ameris
can sins wers honest and petriotic. Mexicots 11l feslings sifter the
anunexation of Texas and its attecks on the rights cff Ameri¢un persons

and praperty sade the war ioaevitable. Wilcox wag 5o firs in bis belief

z%eorga Ce Purbar, The ghr e Nonthe Voluntesr (Cincinnatis D. P.
Jﬁﬁﬂﬁ, WS?}Q Phia 16*3“‘ )

zz‘aa&m Francls Hamtramck Claiborne, 1ife and Correspondence of
Jobn 4. Quitman (Wew York: Harper and Brothers, Fublishare, . s Be 270

%xmﬁn ps 310.

%Rwum valter Colton, Thres Ysars in Gelifornia (New York:s A.
8. Barnes snd Bury, 1860), p. 39,
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in the Snavitsbility of war thst he boldly stated thet had tho Texas
quostion not axizted these mmi:&r@t actions by Mexico would hm}n
brought on & wer tmgg.ﬁ It wan only in response to Nexlcan threats
that Ceneral Taylor wse sent to t%m 'iaam border; it was oonly to pure
chase Vexicon torritery in e pesceful way that 51lidell was sont to Hoxteo.
fhers was no thought of conquest, sald ﬁilemﬁm

A blography of Presldsnt James Bachanan written by Goorge Ticknor -
Curtls sppesved a few yoare aﬁ'w Wileox's mgmry‘ Curtis, like mxwx.
belisved the Amorican cause wee just. Polk, ceting in behal? of American
interasts, 3%&11:1&51;5@% “Taylor w ‘the Bio Orande in feoe of Hexlcan
threats. Curtie avolded the qmatim of the disputed territory by refuse
ing to scknouledge that any mm@vﬁay: existods T took 1t for pranted
that the territory was jwerican. m«m?m, iy followed that 1t was the
duty of the American governmeut to defend this territory {rom inwasion.
- mk was aspocislly necessaryy Curtie declared, as Yeoxles had refused to
receive Slidell, thereby closing the door to any ssttlemsnt of deputes
 botwaun the tuo countries.

From the caucity of rmaterisl defetding the United 3taten' position
$n the Mextcen War, 1t is olsarly svident that the abolitionist interpre=
tation was emgmmly dominant after the Jivil ¥War. Bot until the close

M st Campen 1o o _
Cenoral Cadess M. Wiloox, Histoiry of the Mexican War (%asbington,
e Cor The Church News Publishing E"“‘ﬂ, myﬂm,‘m, 2%

231&&43-., pps By 29.

wﬁearg’a Tickaoyr Curtis, L4 re Bt éame Suchanan (New York: Farper
and Brothars, Franklin Square, 1853), pp.. . 502, GO0
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of the nineteenth century did & revolt against the abolihtoniat fnterpre~

tation occur.

Thomas Hart Benton, Carl schurz;, ané Hubert Howe _Bannroft dafy cate=
gorization &uriag the paried in whi ¢h they wrote. Denying that slavery was
the dominant cause of the Mexican War, yet reﬁmiug to accept the view that
the gni:t«ad States wés Justified in the war, these historians, writing in
the second half of the nipeteenth century, foreshadowed Laterpretations

not to appear until the twentieth century.

Benton, combining history and autobiography in hie Thirty Years!

Vi..ew,‘ao was one of the first to see the American expansionist movement
as somsthing different from the movement to extend slsvery. He also re-
fused to believe the United States was not guilty in its war sgainst

Mexico. A

B_iaaeﬁ by personal batred, be identified all of the causes

of the Mexican War in the person of John G éelhoun.' The ultimate step
that led to war, ia Benton's view, was Calhoun's prﬁmiae te send troops
to Texas while annexstion was pending. Without this pladge, Benton felt,
there would have beon no war. Mexico and Texas, he optimistically stated,
would .hai;fe made peace and annexation would have been aceomp‘iiéhe& peace-

i’a‘uyﬁg Why d.d Colhoun make such a promise? Benton found the answer

301 cheel Kraus, The Writing of American History (Norman: OUniver-
sity of Oklahoma Press, 15530 Pe %h N ‘ '

5lThomss Hart Benton, Thirty Years' View (New York: D. Appleton
and Company, 1856), pp. 6h6, 678,

BZM‘Q PPe 639; 51#3*6}4!4-
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“An aa‘mwn*a pmawm&ui aspirstions, bob did me& elaborate on how
thuse aspications zprmmml kim to moke such o promine. He did state
that Celhoun wes avars mt annexation would 1«&:3 to 8 war w&t&: Hexico. 3
This har&fty sonme am&b&& in view of Wmm’:s vigorous stand apninet
the war when it Ald coom. ‘ma main point in Benton's srgument that ape
nexation csused the war kinged on his beliof ﬁm& Hexigo and Texse wm
#till lepally at wer. The United &mm, then, isharited 2 war when it
annexed ‘Tama.zf‘

 Boston elso criticized Polk'e ressons Lor mgxa@; wars He beligved
Faxion had every right to coosider Amerionn Leoops on the Rlo Grande as
aggreszion; be held that the territory batween tﬁa' Reuoes end Mo Grande
rivers had always been and &%tu was in_ the possession of f%é‘caxiw.% e
further scousesd Polk of unconstitutionsl action in baginning the war as
Congress slone had the pover to declore ww;%, Rowhere s.,ﬁ bh& argomonts
sgainet the war did Benton montion slavery as @ ﬁrﬁm motive, noy 314 he
mriﬁaim Polk's Caldfornlia m’iﬁ,em This was herdly possible when bis
own sen-in~law, Joba Us Froment, played such & _lafggg and mnﬁmw&iaﬁ
part in conquering Uslfornle. Benton, though refusiop to seve Justice
in the sanosr war was inltiated and conducted egaluet Nexieo, éie:! n

quastisn the pueed of the Bu&teﬁ 3izetm; to axpand.

Brrd., ppe bl 6B
&EM“: pe 643,
351b1d., p. 676,
36@;*@ s Be 6124
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. . Also belisving that wer could have bean avoided was Carl Schors.
In bia blography of Yonry Glay for ths American Gtsteswen series, he

paintatued thet m&i"mﬁ negotistiong eould have nogated the ased for ware

fl*tz. was only when Polk decldad to seitle the mm&&ry question by force

thet troubls began. Sehurs, 1ike Eenton, ﬁaim’meﬁ the United States ane
wexnd way when Lt snnexed Toxesj but ho srgued thet war conld still bhave
‘besn avoldad LT the Unlted Siatos bad basn satiafied with Toxas as then
vocuplad, seeking et & futare date to adjust the Rio Urande boundary by
patient mgﬁiamm'” Polk, howaver, was intersstod in @’alii’nm&a. Schurs
fosiated that Polk was determined m have §t whathor Glidell suocesdad in

38 Again 1t s gigoificent that Schurs made no wane

purchasing it or not.
tion of @ desira on Polk's part to scquire territory to extend slavery.
Iikewise, Habert #. Bancroft, in hie ﬁ Fopulay Himtory of the
Hoxiecan Pgople, was silent ammmim slavery wmggh glairming the war
was neediess. Passing Judgwoat on both sides, Bancroft satd war was bes
gun by the United States with 1ittie 3&&:@&&‘&:&&1&1@& and presped by Mexico
with lack of foresight as to the resclts. The United States, rathsr than
fightiog Yexico, shopld tave tolped in bilding up iw republican fomtitos

tizm-”

B 1
Cark Goburs, Life of H % {in Azmrican Statosmen, od. John
7, Boras, Jre Scstens Ho “B'%m £f1in Conpany, Zm 190577, e 273

3B1nea., pe 276

$ Habory Howe Bgneroft, 4 ?afpalw History of the M
M mmm Faople
{Gan ?ramima: Thn maﬁory Company m).imsrﬁ 67T, ppe LED, L50.
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Hot until t}m twentioth coentury wes sxpansion underetood sr 6 WOVE~
mont separste from sluvery extension. Benton, Schurs, eud Banoroft Pores
shadowved vmwmm&a} that provailed a gonersticn laters f%xpmamﬁ, whthout
slavory, wad later asccepted es 2 primary cxplanstion of tho Mexican War.
The reselt of this expsusioniet thems, of course, was 3 vindieation of
tho Unitod States from abolitionist chorges. Yhe viaws of Henafield,
Biplay, snd Hiloox, though they hed little foaflusnce in the century 4n
which they were written, reached fruition 1o the next century when now
#WM@&&%, such as Justin Seith end Jumes NcCormac, took up &mﬂﬁa' “

. QRUKS.



IVe & UBW VISDICATION OF THE VAR

?M closing yeays of the sinetegutt century ond the opening yesrs
of thg twentioth have bfton beoon called s watershed poriod in Amsricsn
i%iai.ary. In the &i&%ﬁ%ﬂp&w af t&;ﬁ iﬂ*zm%_?‘ Vay, iless sans ymia 1
ilknwine be oalled & watershed.

Fow woolel, economic, end intellsctoal foxces produced 3 olizate
of oplaton that sharply affected writing abont the waps Sgrarianisnm,
onee the ﬁam&m@ way of 1ife, geve way to 8 now indnstrial S-ﬁﬂamﬁ
'iii:aflwtria%mg groving ai-mé the close of the Gleil Wary resched atage
gering proportione umnm& Inadarenip of such a@mmmém as Aushrow
Carnogle, Jobn D. Rockefeller, and Heory Fords The growth of groet ols
ties mmﬁ.ﬂhé the growth @f 'ﬁmwﬁ Hew Tork, foston, Fhiladelphia,
and Chicsgo became grest a&u&&r& of iﬁﬁmﬁﬁ,ﬁ, tusivess, and flasncial
gotividty. Tiw gmm of ar%ém&m; ?x@uyﬁs& & tralo of new souisl problemss
heslth, bousing, and wﬁei&gl«g&aﬁiﬁim becend the concern of stata snd
national govermmontss Tho tera of the century wax aleo the time of large-
ecals lomigration. M‘tm _wngshix& Aroricu's shores, these %ﬁ#{:mn sfien
mtg};ad in csstern citiag, where ﬁmy e&raﬂtﬁ further social problems.
Langusge barriare, shetts iiﬁn@,‘ améﬁ&iam, and poor swaged wade sssinle
lntion of these imniprants more ;?wfimm.l

x‘”‘m&sﬂﬁk Lesiz Allen M, ﬁm? ' o Ttes:
s he | } ixurics Trensgs Tteeif
%ﬁ&?ﬂg

wm 250 (Haw Yorks Harper and T2l 1y PPe Jeb
§ Ucorge Sdwin Yowry, The %3 of Thesdors Boosevelt, 1 b3 12 ﬁm Ihe
Sew Americen Wation Serles, wde. Hanry amuﬁmﬁgﬁr snd Riehard Be
larpar and Trothers, 1958}, po. 2, 12«13

Forvie, Wew Yorkt
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The uneven ﬁ&aiﬁbﬂ&m of waelth mads Amprican iife sharply sty
tifiode Ihis stratification of ;&m&u@ clznsas was mga‘&ﬁeé by the erows
dud, oloas llving :sm;%uﬁima in the grest cities. In New York City, on
fashionabls Fifth Avenus, mansions and woslth were found, vhile & fow
blocks east maré wora slume 'mé poverty. Thass striving difforsnces
helped shatéor oldar concepta and sovisl) philosophies and brought on s
wave of reforme By the early 1900's, » movement known ae progressiviss
took the politicel otages 1t¢ was iuﬁ&m’ﬁwé of the new intellectusl and
pbilosophical mood of the country. Rether than a pochanics), detersinise
tie view of #zxtwm 8 pmgmaﬁm, relative philovophy became prevalent.

Han weo sure be mm ke mmga;: ot longer wat he 5 pavo on the chegse
bosrd of nature. Soolsl Deveiniem, with Lts pessimistic view of man's
abllity to vontrol his sovironment, wee dying. Xon oculd set and progrose
sives were ready to sfifect importast social mﬁ politicel t:ﬁmg:&mz
imx*ia#_ sliso pushed 1ts frontlers beyond the Arerican continents
Conmeralal expansion and forel gh merketsz were m&i&&ﬁ with new se=al by »
prosperous and optisfetic nutions & wor with Spain waz fought and wone
Overnight Smorica moquired an empire: Cubm, Puerts Rico, Hawaii, snd the
Fnilippines. Providence, it was sometimes erpued, had foreordained Americs
to bring stligbtenmsat $o iafarior mwﬁ«.:’

This optimistic, axpansive spirit produced s new olimete for writers
of hismtory. In reinterpretiog tholyr past, hiotorians viewed the sxpansiot.
1et tendancies of tho 18L0's 4n 9 new perspoctiva. ¥riting in the Anerican

2&11&3!; e m», Ppe 95=1013 Vowry, gg‘ &iﬁ*’ Pps 1?*]»5; 18<37.
Howry, ope eites pe LeSe
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Historicel faview, fdwerd Cu Bourpe paved the way for the sspansionist

tﬁam;’ Hie stterpted to disassooista in the minds of Americans the expane
sioniat movenunt from the movesent éc: a‘mw slavary. Hourne explained
thet Polk was oot an expaneioniet to oxtand plavery, bet to iooreass the
national dowsine Whether folk watted or welcomsd wer with Hexfoo for
the purpose of expsnsion dld not mptters The lwportant thing was to die
wﬁea pormomntly tarn &!,at&net. epinndert  pxpaceion and slsvery extets
sten.t |

. "&M 811 hisioriang wesre roady to follow Hourho as yet, howewer.
fomn doubt still existed in the ninds of Jobn ¥. Foster and Rdwin T.
Eparke. Fostor, writing ts 1501, belisved Mexico bad been in emest in
tea doolaroticn that the sunexptinn of Toxas wonkd result in wary and
&m Teylor sdvanced boyond the ?ﬁan& Hivar, he wae 'Mgg;ihg 0 be at~
tacked. Un tho gmét&m r_si-‘ the Swhy* of the war,; Foster ralated the
Audpmsnt of history that Toxss srmexstion and the Mexisen War wers broupght
.ashém foy w§ parpoce of \éstmngmming tlaverys but he J1d not leave it
¢t that. Now ansere of the alavery interpretation, he interijected into
nia final conclosion m,& $d00 that the war wight have baen wimply an urge

5

to extand the petivnal domain.” Foster's work waoe ad Lawst an attewpt to

biduard 0. Hourne, *The Propossd Abmserption of Mexico in 1847-48,"
Amapiosn Histopical Assccistion, Amuax Heport (Washington, Ds Cot CGovern»
mant Printing Office, 1900, Vol 1, pps 593 Rdward G. Bouvne, "The
Uni tod States and Hexlco, xéh%iﬁmﬁ,“ imﬂw&n Historieel ﬁavim, 4 {wﬂk,
1900} s Bt g!??*hﬁéﬂ

Saonn vi. Foster, & o plomasy
. ry &2 L American Mplomaey (Bostont Hough=
ton, HLLLMn and Gmpany, 9{33 3153523.
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put tha expanoionist theme in o category of Its own, rather than Just &
tatl to slavery extensions |

B Sperkes’ Blstory a:mé m:m& szavery and expansion but Sparks was
more positiva than Foster. Arputing thet alsvery wan not the priscipls
wotive for the acquisition of Californis and Hew Foxieo, he sold thot
EODRTREDY Wes ag:ésnm; tuoh @ viewe _i'i"i#simrrxi& s ho beligved y wos destined
gaka part ;asf the %ﬁzgmﬂ Statony the wr.mm}.y brovidad an excuse fop
wore rapid mmm,ﬁmm& . Pablfe opinton, Sperks held, wanted expansisn

7 Jparks, bowever,

ond Tolk Yousd te it t‘i‘%‘magb bls aggmaﬁ;&ms pulicy,.
Ghd not go oo far as to dofine the war in terms of oxpsnsics alonas In
msamwg up, ho msid, "It use r;aiﬁ ﬂtﬂgaﬁﬁar 2 a‘ea:fmghil far the extons
sion of ﬁimaw’" It wan & wayr for the é#fﬁ@%& on of Arsrioun territory. »B
Heflecting fully the notioneliotic tendencles ol the twentlioth

century, Charles H. .ﬂ%mz wrote 3 kind of ~imw'a briaf fn 1908 teo fispute
avery srgument of the a’&vkiﬁiaa‘&sw and to vindicate the Yonited Btates.
Cwen was concerned with 'msg:;&ztiaé the Untted States of vhat he called

the wost seriong chavge ovar mads apainet Lo honor. He criticized the
rousvning ém rothode of Bistoricnl reseavch vmed by veriong historians

io thelr sriticism of America's role Sn the wer ngsinet ?miw.? Eis own

| .ﬁwm $rlo ‘ﬁmmm ™ & 2L08 | “ ;
&xlo § » The United Stetes of Amarios {Mew York: O« P
Putnan's Sons, he Knlckerbocker frass, 19wk )W&%«. TT; pe Mibe

?2_1}3..6&; e 13!“
ﬁ:b&de s PP Hz&-w?.

fCharles i Cwan, The Justice of the Hexlcan War (How York: - G. Po
Pusnae'e Sone, Tho Enfckerbocker Press, 19007, De L¥s :
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preatse was that the Ausrioans, through their slection of Polk, exprasead
fovor for the namexation of %mt.ﬁ? Yo prova -t,ém position, ha arpusd
thot aftey the war bogan the pople ammmmw&cgnﬁ_ aﬁsﬁa&md it Be
imp?.ia& that this support proved that the peopls had favored the war from
te trogption. Ouen Durther eritielsed thoze historidne who looked with
dindein st those sxpatzionist years. | He socusad then of bsling (oo tonder=
Mném whon deslng with s tough-ninded, anbiticus people. Fllostrating,
hg donfed Schouler's aherpe thet the United States wes s wolf in ite donle
ing with Hoxleo's possossion. Owen ztetad that Texns was » legitinste
ehild, and one that the Trlted Ststes could be proud aﬁkn

‘fve Blatorian-lauyer then defended the Texsy revelution by sharply
oritteigtog laddts viow that 14 bad heon the work of {am@iamvy vens  Ladd
hed compleined that ‘&w' Klawmo and s*;?-‘t.»}:iati traﬁaﬁlﬂa hed unressongdly pole
sensd the minds of Awericsnss both the Fextonns and Texans were mngh B
a&r peeple, he bellsved, snd bad veed similor tecticss Dut Owen argued
that Ladd had oot ueed a single authority nor mentioned & sisgle Lneident
nf the Toxans' hpeech of fm rules of honorable wxﬁam.m Defanding
Texan charsntor sgalust Ladd's charges, Owen cwphasised bhat tho Texsne,
rather ‘&:zm é@m@;m on a;awefry_, rolied on their own ingenulty and swoat.
Ae Hexieco afforded no protaction, t.x;mm &-mtwimg ordariy, and agriculs

tursl Toxsns were it effect msl:‘-«gwemmmw

10m2d,, ppe 30-3%e

%bxﬁfa, Pe 3;31&

¥roia., po S1.
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Uwen procewdoed to the dofonse of Americe‘s clsim to the Rlo Urande
boundarys Ha began by meotiontng the flght st Uolied in 1835, tn whieh
the “exicant wers dafestsd nnd compollsd to surpender. Upon their parsls,
the Hexicsn troops retired west of the Hle Grende. ‘This eplsode geave
Tumme the Hio Grands bouadery by congueste If the United States bad then
snoexad Texas and zment s simy o6 the Blo Grande, Sven seinteined, not «
natisn in Borope would i;g-m @em@hinaﬁ;u

. But Owen azim not stop hore. The key xaaint i,a bis #g&mat lsy tun
the Volasoo trestiuvss The political conditions st the time of the tres-
tios, Gaem palntained, were oo different from thoss at the tine :iha Unt ted
 States recogunized the indepondsncs of I%Emiwl from Spaine. Furthormovre,
there was nevor sny soricus attempt by Mexics to invede Texas or sny of
the territory eael of the Blo Graida. ’i’mmé‘am, the United Stetss Lad
avery right %o annex Texas with the Mo Brm&a bouadary, %mgﬁ 4% bad
note 18 i”wnmam dackson had only exmm cfficisl recognition to Texax
aa 8n indepandsnt naetion, and aven @big mmm hﬁd bean delayasd lmgar
than the Sﬁimﬁ Btstes? racopniticn af» ﬁaﬂem indupendence from Spaine
Forthernore, Spalo had had miitary posts and mrm in Yexico when the
Unitsd States tad recognived Hexico's independances in JE37 every military
post and port in Texay wos in the bands af the %_mmﬁw Sammevising hie

position on the boundary dispuie, Owen concluded gzz_m there was GO rosson

mxﬁiﬁ:, P ;w?-nf)a
35tusd,, ppe 126-327, 130e13%.
7bide, ppe 13B~139,



for soy Usited Stetes e‘fﬂa‘s‘iti to quastisn the Awaricen elalim %o the Mo
Cracde bmmﬁarya,m _
The nozy two iaﬁéeez“{i&m‘a dorlt with ware thé slavery aod cliaims
issues. Owan felt the cauvses of the war wors €9 mmg&w and lotarres
Jaked thaet 14 wor sxtronely 2ifficull o interprat the reul causes of
the wars Heceuse of thie 810f1culty, Owm wrote, hWistorians, ssskiop an
eapy solutlon, tad s8tributed tha csuse of the var to slavery.3® & group
cf alavaholdeors, led by salm;an, dia fé%t non bhwsatern expaasion and theoy
tonk sdvantage of avery opportanity to sevure pepulsr favor for thely gwlng
Bat, Owen maintolned, thelr gmwar'uafi% limttationg, MThay did not snd counld
not greste the eenditionsy they found them axisting and suly controlled
roralie as far aa ;mmi&tm ndd John Guinay Adawet charpe of 2 claove plot,
Owen folt, d1d ast bold to fzoto.  Fresident Tyler had dioevowed any ine
trigus %o onnex Tomne sved, 1f anpihing, hed tried €5 view snnexation as
gn Rzeriesn vather than & gectional probles. Webster, Tylawr, and Hanyy
Llay all had trled to keoop the soluting of the Texes guestion out of polis
t1cs, 20 |
Quen enumwrated otber m#ma} for tho Amsrican dusive tn annex
Texas: Amorissn Minsbip with the Taxan pecple, sympathy for the Taxan
causn, snd indignetlon at Noxloen barbaritien. Stressing the close kioe
shlp, Ower wrote thal "Remsmber the Alaxe nmesnt as much to Americens as

Mrnid., pe le
A83u8d., pe I3e
1911‘#5&;5 The MW
201bide, ppe E-150.
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the later ery of "Hensnbar tho %aigmwﬁgi' Blwery pxtanelon, rather thon
& prime factor in hestenling annexation and wap, ¢a1$~h1ndmred‘thm$;‘§ad
1t not boen for the slavery questisn, Tazas probedly world have baen sne
nexed aftor the Yerlcan barbartiles st Goltud, 22

In Gefandlzg the Americsn elotmo position, Cusn sttecked ebarply
Sohoulerts charge that the Qﬁii@ﬂ Bister hed denonded fndemsity in an
éﬁéipiﬁﬁaﬁﬁﬁ fand offgnative Dannor. @mﬁawanwgnra& tho Amsriasn method
of sattling the clalng qoastion with thbﬁﬁ of the Snglieh aud‘?rﬁuau.gg
Englend, be polated cul, had ircatancd to eond an udmivrsl with 2 squas
dron ¢o collect ite claiee and was suocesgfule Fronce bad send a fleont
aﬁﬁ tonbed the sastle »f Tan Jﬂaa‘é@_ﬁlaa and was guccessful. In Qaﬁmq
trast, the Unlled States bad agrsed to arbitrain ite clatms and wag un~
euaaaaafnzgab Duen nlso defonded tie legitimacy of the Asarioan claimg.
¥e criticized those Bistoelans who sondarned the clatws as fraudulent
zod axaensive and who polaoted ocut ﬁhat,cf the sight millicn dollavs de-
manded, the claiwmy cormisaion had only grantaed throe #&11&@& dnllars.
%ﬁ?ﬁsgng 1o aaknﬁnﬁqaga'$rﬁud,‘¢waﬁ maintsload that thv&g militon dollare
rapresented L0 gor cent of the total, which was ¢n asusuelly loarge ama&gt
to recover ia dazsgan asked in gam@l&iaﬁﬁ‘zg

Another soures of irritation to Owan was the hisiorians? {nterpre-

a;zéaéu’ pe 153
22pp1 2, |

B1pid., ppe 164165,
2hfuid,, po 365,
2Btusds, po 266s
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tatfon of the Hlidsll wiszion as vart of o em&mrmy o force & way
snd capiore Uslifornia® of which Palk wag the ehiefl mmﬁsr.% Thig fne
terpratation, Cwen declered em;x%aszimlly, wag b&sﬁj nnly on the report
of one wituses vhe clained that Polk ores amd hs ked four grest obisew
tives for hig adpiniztration, e of whleh wee {he gomleltion of Cali-
fornia. Thin wiivess was fsprge Bandrofty whe, writing to Uehouler in
‘ 1087, claimoed that Tolk bad mede this stetemect in a private conversa-
tion %myntw ;mm‘a tefore. Thers was no me‘sf. Ouen argved, that Poll's
sothod of zequiring iﬁamfamla mm have boen other then perchane or nee
gotietion. War could have beon brosghl oo gesily mmm% Blidell?s prace
zaimimz.m In conclusion, Cwen vindlosted Polk apd pxpressed m}.iaf_*%‘;hm
Pelk'a war mmesage uWas sorrects the Yexican sttack had oscurred in e tax
fstrict of the United *Smgg:a gmi indeed shed Aperisan blood on Awerican
twii.g*’

In 1910 a signiffcant »et of books wos publiched that 4id puchk to
i.m:‘lumm mtszr;%;rami;im 08 svary phase of ﬁm’%mican tar nnd to ¢ionse
nmigés pornenuntly expansion and slavery. Thip was ¥)o Hilton Qmifa'n
poblivation ¢f Pollts diary. Usik's Moary bz boen upad oxtancively ever
since by bistorisns snxious to ook behind the soenos and peer wors closely

Lobe tha wmiand of Polk bimmﬁ‘“ﬁ?

géxhiaa, ?#'2&33

l??Ibiﬂn, f+ 2 21,
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2410 Hilton Quatfe (2d.), 3he Dlsry of Jeses K. ?«m: ___;
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that effeet 417 Peliits éiaxy'hava on the hictoriegrephy of the
Texioan Yas? ?ﬁﬂ? yagry affer Lig zubliestion, Sobert M. Vollrey wrote
that the slder abolitisnied view thp§-Fa§3 wanted bigrer pene for sleoves
in hio expensionish polley must ba completaly abandoned fu YMght of Pplk's
A ary and the recsrds of g cabigel mag&iagagﬁﬂ o bis The Winnine of
the Far West, Hel 1*@3 geve ooe of the first acconmbs of Lho background

of the wer thet virtwelly igoored slaverys Amsrica's ruoerd of expans
sion was 8 provd one, he woote, and free of fraud and violenge. Stres-
sing Poll's éexireﬁ fuor paate, Yollrey defendad Tayler's mevemend to ths
Eia-ﬁraaﬁa sz ghrowd policy. ?aik, he clalmed, sated on 8 LYimosworn
rarire YIn tlee of petoc prupara Lor wmr«”33 The bigtorian Polt Polk
rsd o futy %0 Asfond overy facet of the dlsputed territory mntil a bogoe
dary could be o ﬁgtkétﬁﬂ; ke 2o was caet,”™ wrote Hellroy, “and the

Arnvlesn vation had begun Lt imperial werch R

ﬁ%&ﬁériaaﬁ aroed aith tha aﬁﬁ expaasé&ﬁigi iﬁt@?@?&hﬁiimﬂ revole
ted rapidly agalnet the abolitieniet view of Yha Mexlcan Var. $averal
velunss snd essoys &@Q&ﬁraﬁ«w&igﬁ_ﬁiw&usa&é verious papacts of Hexicens
fﬂié&ﬁ sﬁatas~£ala&inm$‘auﬁ'émarlmaé polities. An intarasting eludy of
Toglish iaterust»xa Toxés curiog the Mexican YWar poriod was made by the
histarian Ephrelm 0s Adowe. WHe shsttered the #bblitienisﬁ contention

’aﬁﬂhnrﬁ Poliutt Hedlproy, The Winning of of tho ¥ar West {Kow Yorks
Ge Ps Pubtnamls 395"3, 3&%}5 P 333
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that the rumor of Znglish {nfluence in Toxas was @ blg ite cocked up by
aonthern alavebol urs to sonvinoe Americsns that Taxas was necosgary o

grotect the commeroial interopt of the w&;aﬁa sations Tn hie book, British

Tutorests wnd Activities in Texas, 1038-16L6, Adams wrote that the tradie
sional British solioy had heen %o suppord mxineu'&a # barrier ageinst the
United Statess British commeralol relstions with ¥Yexico bad grown and a
lupge port of the Hexican debt was held by British lendholders. 1t was
natural for &?sv&ﬁém to favor ths reconquest of Texss by Hesteoo amw‘tm
revolution, but this did cot necassarily lmply any active steps had beon
taken by the Hritish foreign office to further this ﬁim”
The two main concerns of Fritish polioy in the area, said Adams,
ﬁﬁm elavery and Arerican comrereisl sinresscy stiould the United Stetes
3l '

annex Toxas. Beitish ntienpts to socars the abolition of siavery while
at tha sove time parsdog a pam@r to prevont i&m Avarican stmnxation of
Taxaay canssd the American gwwmnﬁ to be ruspiciouss This snsplolon
wag tnereassed when the Aberdeon minlatey dented that such was the British
covernmont! s ;miu.ay.ﬁg Adome rade 14 perfectly oloar that Pnglend Led »
perfoct right to oppose annsxation sud uss ber i{nfluence o stolizh sla-
very, but in denying 'mn sgoch wap its :;alwy the 2. o + Judgmant of hise

tory way dlseover & Justification for extreme suspleion ol Ameriosn states-

33%&?&1@'&9%“% Adans, British Intevests sod Aotivities in Texom,
1030~18L6 (Beltdmeras  The John Hopkine FPress, 1710, ©e 1Ge )
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mn.‘*f’é Adans further stated that Oglhoun, Tyler, sad “t.’ipmar sincorely
pelisved Ln slavery and that the institutiou was threstened by British
plens to abolish it 4n the United Distes. In iuis, Adpms Felt, thors
was Juat gmsxmﬁa for Sheir hootility toward @ngim&.ﬁ?

7o 1813 sn abolitionist convention was held in Sngland and Aberdsen
iaahi confersnces with & oomwitigs wrging e to i-u;-sivmam s offorvie to
gecure the wwl&ﬁm of slavery In foxess This veused Sbardasn to prons
the Lszue herder, which actuslly sided the snssxation ceuss, since it
was interpretod 1n the United Btetes se foreign Soterference with a na-
tional institution. Adms' conclusion wog that "Sritish tnterests in
snd for Tewes could be intorpreted to mean Brittsh interferstice snd inw
trigue; and most bitler mﬂﬁw& i&s?x xmmﬁimﬁ;w wee sronseds *3&

Rm%é 'iﬁgm N5 shed on the ptatud and positisn of the Whig pur by

in the South by Arthur C. Cole's The Whig Farty in the Jouth. The sou

thern faction of the Whig party, f:m %"mm, 814 not consist of nonslaves
holding wns tar, a8 one migtat. be pmm %n connlods in 14ght of the slavery
vigwe of the m%wai mzm party, but rother wes mm%w np of large plente~

‘tion owanry and ahv&b&l@rmw

ihe &mwhﬁm Whige swued from twt;bim
to thyee-fourths of the slwe property. Politically, .ﬁxm gouthern broanch

of tho sntislevery ﬁ'ﬂi‘g party was conseyvative snd wished 5 preserve apnd

E?Ibi iy p» 1&,@’ note 30.
Bgzbi.ﬁu s P 239‘

3 Arthor Charles Cele, e vhig Farty in the iémath {$ashingtone
amrimn Fietorical Assoclation, & *ﬁ; Ja w12
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a&fagmmt statey rkghtmm The southern Whige beoked EBsury Clay, the
nstiona) ¥elg leader, ix; iBh and voted vo defeat Tyler's sonexstion
treatys Jome Whig volss weve load to sm:% begaune of his ebronger stand
on araexation, bub ou the whols Clay recaived the studorgamont of the sous
thern %&ém Hany southexn leaders, Cole swgued, felt that to aendorse
Tyler's anoexation rosty would he @ breech of aeticeal bhonoy ond good
falth Sowerd ﬁmﬁcmw
Although meny southern Whige lookad with fLaver oo the sxtension
of sigvary to Texas, others oppossd anewstion on the ground that 1t would
causs the migratt-m of slaves Lo the new Serritory. This woold endanger
the sleve Lotarests in the old atetes by making slavery uaprofitable there.
This ém&,t v southern wWhig agigai;-az;., an gmlai:‘mxﬁ by Cole, 41d muoh to
" ghiattar the abolitiouist coneept of & united slaveholdars' consplracy.
It was ths Unlon that most of the sputhern Whigs chanpleonad, not slavery
eztonnions Thring the csmpslgs of 18hhL, wany Whigs cried, *The Union '
without Teuss ratber ﬁam Texss without the Uninn. oli2
Joka € Calhoun was rescved from sbolitiontist diadain by bis biow
graphar, ¥illiam Hontgomery Meigs. Csllous, in ¥eoige! judgmnt,. baligvad
1g tha equelity of the tuo ssctions snd thet the Horth was honor-bound
ander ths ﬁfaﬂtﬁ&tﬁﬂﬁi& to holp the South #% 8 time when its sivilisatien
was threstened both futernslly end extarnally by sbolitionist agttation.t
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Folgs "amb@maawé that Calhoun was against the way becsuse {4 was uncone
aﬁmt}imah the #w condd not exist until Congress hed deslared 1t.
Whitae .ﬁQfﬁﬁﬂlﬁﬁf Sulboan, Yelge was harsh on Yolk, sepecially his ovder
&&ﬁﬁing Tayisr to the Mo drande. Mo covaluded that thic order precipie

tated the mr.m’

Cslboun, xo often called the chanpion of the Sovth, ine
cromued In gteture in Ma!.gcs" blopraghy at the aééﬁ@&f-nm of Polk. Slovary
was sbandoned ag o sause for the war; the Jouth wos vindicated;y and Folk
now besswe tha villatn. | .-

“hia revision of bssle ebsll &t,ﬁeziaﬁ bletory cantinued afisr the
Pirot World ¥ar. £ nusber of journel sritcles and books wore publisbed
that wegkensd fourther the sbolitioniet contantion that a slaveholders!
acaégﬁm&y existed in the South eai__.m; rions to ealonize snd annex Texas,
and then force & wor with Fexico. In 1921 Disuncey S. Boucher wrote an
‘analysls of thm so-called slavoerscy. | %ﬁzy, ho ssked, wan 1t lobellad
g oristnel leuﬁﬁgs;rmyﬁ when pouthernaors shared in the American impulse
to Gevelop new landa? .'waa this not pert of 'a_tw“ Awericsn ﬁa‘ﬁtﬁa!’d OV e
nent 5 Bovoner quastiened ths extetence of » amvmmny; Party lines
dut pore dssply than seotional ones, he etetad, aud the southers Whige
weres much more wodorste in the'lr slavery vicws than the scouthern Demos
erats. Farty feods vere Lrequenty &isﬁmm of leaders wes ranpant. ¥Yine

stead of a united, aggreesive slavoorany,® he atated, "one finds evidence

bbryia,, pe 302,

&5%3&:1693 &» BDoucher, "In 2 that dgprecsive Glavocracy,” 3&;__13#
simslopl Velley Iigtericel Roview, UITY (June, 19231), p. 21..
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at almnst every burn that the true picture is qoite tho roverse. « « .3#‘4‘6‘
Furtheor defonding the ¥outh, Soaohor wrota that ths sgerossive
resetion of ssutherpers to the deleye to the snmexatiszn of Texes was doe
to norihets apitatore und opponents of slaverg. It was @ defensive posis
tlem in faow of hostile abolitiscrist egproosion. Furthersore, hed the
South parmittod the sunsxation of Teses to b dofented sn the grounds
that 1t was a sleve otate, it would have beon tantamsunt $o the Soutd’s

surratrtoring all iie vﬁ,gfﬁm,m

In the sutebellom peviod tbe footh wae
on the delengive; tharefere, it could not have staged o unlted organized
piot. Polk, Roucher stated, was a nationsl exponsionist, not & leader of
B prosisvery pxm;‘*%*g ‘i"nmo voare after Boueher's aﬂiam, Tugane G ﬁaw
¥gr ia h.i‘a ptudy, "The Influense of Jlavery in the O olonization of %‘;‘ms, |
also empeluded thst the migration of setilers Lrto Texas hed no porposefol
ralation to the ag%mr&m of slavery bot wes a phass of the wesutward pove-
waﬁt«bs? |
indlcative of the gehoo) of bistory that defendad Polk wen David
Eavilla zﬁnmﬁ*@ goneral history of *&w Uni tod JGtates and Albert J. Boves
ridgs’s blography of sbrshas Liacoln, both written in the 1920%s. By ject=

ing tho slsve Sonspirsny thesry as uoi la line with feeto, Buzzey axplaiced

hé}:mﬁq, D 15’*19*
BTrbtde, po. 2223
Lrpig., g 20

fi%ngma Ce Beyker, "Tha Tnfluence of Slavery in the Uolonisation
of ’z‘ﬂmss,“ Aisstaeippd Yolley Higtovical xeview, &I {June, 192k}, ps 9
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that the Moxloan Wor wos viewed through the haxe of sectincal strife. 0
fis emphatically defended Polk againet obarges that he imé brought on the
wars Criticising Sohoular, Mugsoy stated thad the United Btates wams not
tho “wolf” and ¥axlon the *lasby” rather, "1% wos ¥exioo that Lnsisted
on wer end bapgan the hostilitles. a8

Haveridpo, an dmerieen ﬁa'&iumm@ and fopord ﬁis‘& whio believed
in the destiny of America, - defended Folk, elatming thet the Unt ted
States had tried to appesse Yexico. When Follk did order Taylor forward,
1t was to vepel an &nvﬁiam Polk, Boveridge firmaly believed, 4id net
wont war, atd %o + o bad ouly done the pleimast of duty in sending troops
to protest Toxase « o o3

In gn article "fhe Slavery Ouestion snd the Hovement to Acquire
Yaxieo, 18L6-LELR," John B. P Puller wrote that the Toxss settisrs were
sxponsionists led by the soxe ideals of Vanifest Destioy which bad Laose
pired the sottlars who had opened the western frontisr. The slavsholders

wust be acquitied nf plotting a 'a’i.ﬁf',mﬁﬁfmraﬂ*

. Opguta Zaville ¥ussey, The United States of fmerice (Boatens Oioa
and Qﬁ‘i‘f@&ﬁyg [Ed 19227), Yole Xy Do ﬁﬁt L )

%b&ﬁn, 228 L23.

52 H3iiam 7. Butehineon, {(ed.), ihg Harcos Y. Jdermepan Zssays in
smorioup Historioeraphy (Chicago: University of Chlcage Prsss, 4937)s
e 39&:
Ssaxbﬂrt d._Boveridee, Abraham Lincoln, 1809-185€ (Momton: Foughtonw
Mi£flin Company, fo. 19287), pe 2i0. -

, Shyotn De Py Pullery "ihe Slsvery Cuestisn and the Kovemsnt 0 Ao
Qﬁggg Hexieo, LBLE-1BLE," ¥lssicsippl Valley Historical feview, XXI (June,
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Avery Craven, wﬁﬂﬁm at a ..?f.-amr pericd on the coming of the Civil
war, mémama e ;mabmwa; of expansion with slavery as " « « the proe
duct of pollitiesl scheming, not of inbercat forcop. 55 The politicel ame
bitione of Calboun end the sesl ﬁf the aholitioniote were in pesrt regpon-
alble, he deslsreds The expaneionist woverent into Texes was part of the
norral Amartesn drive of Fenifest Dastinys Ao fact, @ powerful notive vas
the iiberal Mexican lond lows which mude u:, ralatively easy to obitsin cheap
lands  This oboap Yerican land plus s panle avd deprossisn within the fint
tad Siates in 1824 provided a powsrful motive for the quick rush to Texasy
slovery was not Lts guthor.>0

Theso histortss roprosented & rovelt agélast the oneesl dad, oXx«
tremely biased sbolitioniat hiastorias so prevalent dusling i;-téa ninetesnth ,
century. In attecking speclific favets of the slavery foteppretation of
the Hozlssn War, thess amiwatmi%ti@nt% Vmamﬁw_v reveslad o negetivisa:
of thelr own in w;:wi#g; only the v'ermm of the ﬁx@wmm contury view-
pointe The wors positive side of the school of hlstory thet rejocted
alavory an & wotive for tho war end wee faversile to Polk resched {ts
culmination Ln the works of Justin i« Bed th, Zugens I. Molormac, Robert
Selpk Hoory, snd Alfred Hoyt ﬁ&nﬁ | |

One rewnon for grouping bistorians topethor is that thoy abare &
commnn outiook or iawﬂ:mtat«im on & ‘mt,ttmlgr hiaﬁfsx‘imﬁ. evants. The

four tistorisnge-~laith, MeUormme, 3511, and ﬁ‘gmwms}msmt the folleat

Egmmr C Charle
¥ roven Thp Coming mf Hif_t‘ if?&?w Yorkt Charles
Seribner's Sons, 3’%?5, 5? the !

561ptde, e 162-163.
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axpreasion of that body of histortans which viewed ths war in a perspece
tive fevorable to the United States. In a book review of Smithle de-
tatled volumes, 3"&3 Har ¥ith Maxico, Tugens C. Sarker, in summiog up

Smith's view, outlined succinctly the etrongly mti;zmaziaﬁa viow of
the new school of historians. Thils view held thet the United States
honestly tried to meintain neutrality ainx'ing the Texas ﬁé;@lﬁ%@: that
America showed much forbearancs Lo regard t'.»z.; the ¢lgims Lasus, whereas
Moxlco displayed an immmam«& shiftinesas that the United States had
svery "ﬂgm to sanex Texass that ﬁliden was agnt to Mexico because
Polk earnestly desired te avoid warj that the war wag Justified and nece
essary; and that Polk did not proveke war to ssize ﬁﬁl&ﬁﬁmn}ﬁ

Sﬂi‘th*ﬁl volumes ars the nearest approsch to @ dsﬁaitiw st:mlé of
the ﬁaxie:in Ware. Exemining every kuown document contsoted an any way
with the wer, this historien redressed the belsuce which bad tipped un~
favorably ageaionst Pplk end the United States Am-*i.xm the nioateonth can-
tury. The reseocn for this &me‘,‘ Sndth clalmed, lay partly in Polk's
unpopularity and cold personality. People dieliked himg they falsely irmae
gined that ‘x’ayﬁmj’ s merch to the Hlo Grade chused the warj and they were

williog to disgrace the nation merely ¢o disgrace Polk. 58 This act of

ecasting stones at tho Moxbcan War and its backers then becsme traditional. 59

Smith's first task was to clear up the ndsconteptions conceraing

57 I , v .
Bugene . Barker, Review of The War With Hexico, by Justin H.
Smith, American Historical Review, xx&*'!é*uiy, 157 0T, Pe 130

58Justin H. Smith, The Wer With Mexico (New York: The Mecmillan
Company, 191%), Vol. XX, pps 269=270, 21hs

597614, , pe 293




70

Auwgrica and the Texss Rovelotion. Smith belleved the settlemsut of Texas
wae part of the povement to wetils the %%%#ai@iml. ¥slley. When the
Texans rovoiled, the United ﬁmtmg éwgmaaﬁ_ elean hends, he stntws%
%o plot to recognize o annox Toxab exizted in the United States. Ree
sopnd tion, when given, wae in lino with the United States governmsent's
pﬂzﬁzm&a- ragognition of %ﬁw;m; %M it had 't_ziwngé iﬁ.ﬁwﬁmﬁmmg recopnie
ting conferred much sooner then the Amaricsn recognition of ‘l‘nma.&’
Annsxation fﬁiimmﬁ_mmmmﬁm after nine long years. By then,
the United Jtates government had every morely hagai, sod ppliticel right
to sunex Toxos. Tho basis for this righs, Smith wphimd, was thresfolds
" Taxss hed deficd the sems of the nothor country for nins yesrsy Toxas had
been recognised a5 an m&a«mm@n&' mttmé by the lsading commrcial powars
end oo well-informed person believed that Yexas would retura to its fore
mer position within the Mexiosu empirses 62
e United ftates hiad strong rexsons foy dms&ﬁ&g the annexstion
of Texsg. Thene were, spid ﬁa&%; that the naticnel interest soemsd to
ﬁamaﬁr:t 1t, thet all of oorthern %ﬂeﬂaa sod Celifornie scemmd likely to
susceed and sesk for a strong sorderly govermmwent, that there wis resson
to suppest Jam Houston had plans to orpanige s aaut&xwm;m enpiva ander
" Buropean profection, that many southern citiceons in foar of autislavary
apitation wanted saparation from the lnion and = union with Texaw, and

thet many believed that Zpgland had tried o exert an influsuce in Thxas

OOnusd., Vol. T, pe 63
élmﬂﬁdb # DD &M?o
&Qimvfh’ P £2.
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%o the detriment of Ameriocan &nﬁamﬂméﬁ Snlth eumm&d that Hexico,
whon Toxes was boling sedtlisd, should have usod wisdom ", . « %o ocut off
the infocted saction before 3% s « » SOt an example of diesatisfaction,
snd pertspe causs trouble aisa with the Unltsd States. nlile

Hexieo slso lacked wisdom in its bandling of the vlalew diecpute.
Tow United Htates had baen honorsble in 1ts affovts to collect a Just .
debts Answeriog oriticos who a@mr&gﬁ 1t wae osontemptible for a rich nee-
tion like the United States to ask Por money from a poor country ke
ﬁexieé, Bmith pointed cut that richoese hmi‘ ne bamm on the righte of
dwnrican w&ﬁ“m: Boeldes, he wrots, orisme was lergely rosconsidle for
the empty treasury in Koxteo.55 Tt was Avorbosta duty, Smith falt, to
7, » » briag Fexico to her #euma h;y teaching her what sexberablip Lo the
fartly of mﬁmm inwivmm“%" Ko m& for Wmmy remaingd, he daolared,
when Hexico defsulted on ite poyments. Nexloo's embarrassed sondition
was insxmousablay ite Lrvitation »;a;ee;r t’_&m Foxns a;‘f@w was 'aixif&;:mm,
There was no sxcuse for Hexico in neke an; apreckent and than procesd to.
break 1t d&a&amﬂm‘lﬂy.é?

Smith aleo bad & word on ﬁ;m Mumia%:ﬁ f&i‘wam» He bulieved thet
a fixed boundary wos iﬁ;@@s&&h to dateraine oxcept by unegotistion becaunse

S3geid., pe 83
ﬁ&mn, pe 60
65&&,@«, P 756
éﬁm. s Do 76
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the uar botweot Yoxice snd ‘;‘w@:da m:z wimﬁ out any !’smm&am tha e may have
wmtuéﬁﬁ When Polk bad pledped bhis mawﬁéma of the Texen claim to
the o Grande ma&w, wrote Sxith, 4% was "a grip of aiae?n ﬂ§9 Fore
thormore, he explainesd, the Asericsn govarrment losked o the Loulsians
Purebasé s the ﬁgﬁ%& Loy its e@iﬁ"ﬁﬁ thé Mo '~i'.imn&a"hamam» Avcords
ing to Smith, ths United &ﬁmms bad nsver rensunted that boondary aftey
{¢ had caded Tezas to Spatn in the treaty 91‘ mm-g“ xfé_*.‘:bm?, the ﬂnﬁ,wﬁ‘
Gtates hed avranged to code possessilong west of the Seblae Rver for
othor im@%n&z concessions. In the years 1019 te 184S, “i‘éxaa bad always
been regarded with it bistorical and gasgraphicel boundaries as 1t was
under the fmﬂi&i&&-ﬂ Parchaes. It was only natarel, wmﬁa Snith, that apon
sonexing Texas, the old boundary should be claimoed. 70

1% was slss falr, wrote Spith, for the Uniiad Btates to consider
an sttack by Moxloo scross the Flo Grande as an invesion of Amordcan soll.
Fe argued that the United 3tatos hind waﬁaﬁ"nrﬁr plaaed troopz in the intore
madiate reglon, %&mr&y placing itsnlf on equality with Moxicos Taylor
was opdered to leave ths Mexicen posts slons which implied Unlted States
rocopnition af the prinetple of pacific m@ugwxﬁim doptng negotistion.
Fowsr goldiers would have besn unsals in light of the MKaxicen attitude,
but Wmmwmg Amorican pecific imntiam, it wae quite umamuw for
Mexico to dispatoh gﬁ army in tho region of the %ww; Haxico throstsned
the United Ststes and made preparations to strike. Wwhen the Fexiosn goneral

687ue4., po 338,
€ 1hide, pe 139,
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ptated that hoptilities were about to begln, 3% was m&y patursl to aons
shder an invasion by Hexlean forces scross the ®o Orende e e BT
nant of Mexiven zhrwtsan | '
Emith alse cousidersd it améﬁmﬁmpt Tuylor sdvsnce to the Rio
Exﬁmﬁa. He declared the Unlted mm* x:%a&x# o *‘&Em; dlaputed territory
wonlid have bean weskensd had the United States not asharad o its oceupation.
Tie historian considersd 1t wise for the United Btutes to ocoupy a stra~
tepie position a8 & defousa aguinet the Mexlean threst. & stroag wilie
tery atiltude was neCessary to sonvinwe the Mexicens of Amaricsn resve
luteness aud thoreby facilitate 511 mx*; negotiations., Jmith concludaed
thet the movenmnt of Tayloe'!s troops inis the Joputed terviiory rested
ot the nncessity of a nimt;my dafensee Thin strategy proved correct
when Hexloo commenced 1ts attack. Nexlco wented war snd hed lssued ovders
to begin one, Svith belleved; Folk was right in bis asmertion thst the
war hed been forced on bhe Ualted Statee. ©
¥hile agresing in spivit with as‘sm?ah‘z; vindication of Polk's part
in precipitating the war, ﬁ&armc*a syproach was different. In his polie
ticsl blogrephy of Jowes Enox Polk, HeComsae statnd 4in the preface the
new historical stiitude tovard Fresident ?ézic-~ - ¥eCormac wrote thet Polk
wEE 8 Ye o« o consiructive statosmane-z statesman poosesaod of vision,

sound judgment, and ufmmm}.. sxecuiive atiilty. w13 o ramgoned that Polk's

nl'b}.d— s BPe Hﬁwiiﬁ»
2408 4y ppe 162, 153, 155

pygane T. ¥cOornse, Jumes K. Podk: A Politlesl Diography {Berkee
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oblest in sending treops to the Ein iwamﬁfa téa-g to pravent sny hostile
sots by Hexleo and So shiow Faxlee that the Tnited States vosld protect
Texas' claim %o tha Ko Grande. % Concorning the actusl cunership of
the dispoted torpitory, Smith end Melorman A smagreed. ~ Helormoe pelntad
nut that the ory "dlsputed torritory® ao appliod to the land betwean the
Hueses and flo Orande waa flrat wi‘&mﬁ by &mrim&m, not ¥Wexicans. FHoxe
100, WeCornee felt, laid no gvester olofm to thie strip of land then to
, #&z_é rest of Texss} sny crossing of ‘ﬂ}f} f;am ne van tmmf‘&dm’&ﬁ an invaston
of Hexleo. If the Ho Grevde be assumed g2 the &am&gw- of Texas, asser
tod Meloreag, 16 was only Poll! ;u' duty to dnfens 'ﬁi‘mm sud o coneider any
arossing of the ‘%?i:a Orande by ﬁm&w @a;ﬂéa‘ asd of iuvesion and mr.?ﬁ
'Zﬁeﬂawm did ot %w& the mm@-mwm As the Joint resvlution
adeitting Toxan t@- the Union ﬁm not speelly any territorial houndory,
Taxae'® clain maw{f on the treaty with éié%&nta Anna, aud %ﬁm‘ -?nismaqmm'
Act peueed _ziy the Texon emgmsé; olatwing ‘é}w ﬁib Crande Rlver ar the
- BORnRLaTY. this elatm was pasiad on to the e tod ﬁ?&at&m?ﬁ’ Holormas,
Bovever, doabtad the validity of thic cleime Janta Anna, ho belisved,
had wade tha ﬁmstwa under ﬁm‘-izaé ma without authority. Also, 1t vae
uot cartain ﬁ?mt?&ér Toxsé coupld l:ewmiiy snlarge its territory be an o
dinsry sot of the legislature. fhe United &wm‘* ekaln, based oo the
lonlelana Parchase bamﬁazﬁ, hed 6o n}iéit;; at all becsnes 8l rights.
wera ceded to Spsin by the Floride treety of 1839.77. Poetdes, Tezas,

?&MH pe 317
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whon andor Naxican rale, only axitonded to the ﬁa-é&m m?éxs beysnd woy
the Rexteen departmant of Taronlipsxs Whon ths Jolnt vesolobion wen
signed in the SAmerlesn Congrans, the boundsry wes laft open to negotise
ﬁ‘m. By soonpying ihto territory, Polk, socording to the Whigs, gevn
the Mexleats an eXouse £oF wav,  Jul AL this Tine, Holormee polnted sut,
dplowstie velations were savarsd and tha boundsry wasn mh “n &mmm
Izsne. 4lrmonte, whon ashing fm~ his pacsports alter the annaxation of ,
Texas, hed not walted to see what houndsry wes clefmed. Yexico had always
aaearm;ﬁ ite right to recenguer all of T L ,&ma quention over the
boundary wos now nallified,

The houndspy d1spots was almo pefnterprofed by the bistoripns
fonry snd M1l. Manry statod that the dlsputed ares betwsen the Muoves
and ths o Orande vivers wes e desclate frontlem. Hothing was thought
of Taylor's movermnt of troops ints this ares until certsin inoriecans
t;*iécs 4o prove that the Und ted Stotos ?&aﬁ forcad tha war ax part of 8
praconceived plan of conguost. Consequently, Taylorts morch i:mam R
pricary srgonsnt in thelr {ndotmont of the tﬁnimé Btatens The Ameriean
government was charged with Laveding '%fﬁi“gmn tareitory $n timo of Deace..
Renyry ra:}eé%d this ressoming and defended Teylor's msrch across the
%ﬂmmw

BL1) wrete thod the tnlted States wen hanorebound to prébsmt Taxas

and to support $%g territorial cluoiws upon sunexation. Considering the

' ?&xm&t’ De iiw;

Trobert. el Heary, o Rexto . .
¥t Bolph Henry, ‘The Story of the Resican Wayr (New Yorks The
Bobbaeierrill Company, Ince, 19503, Pr 0 -
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swapger aize of tha Amapicsn arsy aud navy, Polk eould have had only peste-
fal mtmttma. hg

o other cuestions of agusl feportance wers thomophly discussed
by Henry, ¥elormac, ond Smith. S15dell's vission to Hexics znd the uiti~
mate conguert of Usiifownia had bean sublact dp #1‘1 kinds of sriticiom.
o seny historiens tha conquest of Californie was the moin cause of the
wory to othars, &1:! dollt's wisgion was just a mmzamnim mova by Folk
to provoke & seusitive timxico to ww.& e bl storien Henry dissgreed.
“Hn belleved that Polk wanted only to setilo peacafully all dlspates which
Jod to the diplpmatic breake. Polk's offer to revelve torritory from Mes~
oo in lieu of woney was mede to %1;3 Faxico's fioanclsl sitoation. Fur-
ther procf of Polk's pesceful imﬁrﬁ&um san be found in ks fushructions
o 51idsll. $3&dailjxwa& informed not te push for & turritorisl purchese
Af it endangered tho outeome of the risslon. Thim certalnly was not ware
proveking, thought l*am'yk 82

HeCormae, commsnting on SMdell's misoion, criticlesd the eariler
wvigw hald by Josse Raaven and othars that the maln ehjsctive of S1idell's
migsinn wﬁ' the scaulsition of Californis -#ﬁériimﬁ the war therofore weo
uot the result of ammﬂw»w ﬁﬂ#mc gimstmﬂ that one of tho motiven

for reopening diplomstic relations with Haxico wos the desire to purchase

ﬁaﬁfvad Hoyt mm, Ref:aamax for Gta-tzﬂ!.ata e ¥ar With Hexion,
lghﬁﬂlak iﬁww Yoru: A1frod A Bﬁﬁf; KQK 5’ e M

';ﬁaﬁxw}-&ﬁ? g&ég’ Pe 304
ggzﬁidtg Pe 32

%ﬁaﬁarmﬁ, ape alte, Pe 381
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Califwrnia, but bo ves uneble to andorstend how Siidell's Lostructions
could bo used to prove that aceuiring Califorals was the main purpose

of the administration. ZHAatber then proving that the Mexlean Wer wae
waged “for the Dulfillment of Polk's designs upon Cslifornis,il Slidell's
im&mﬁi@n indicated that the Pmuidm%, at tho time 5l5dell's fastruce
tions wers drafted; wans ready to relesse Yeoxloo from further obligation
i.f it would sede 8 port of ﬁw Hexico snd tha land east of the Mo Crands.
Had 51tdel) been succecsful, Polk would hove been left with no means to
get falifornte ﬁiﬁgr thon uvpan wilitary agg‘gm;wian.gg HeCormao a\ts‘eﬂ-eé
thot 1t was not corrsct to judge motlves by resvlitsg the conqoest of Caliw
farnia following the outbroeak gxfmr did m,xﬁ prove thot war was weged for
" that mrmmm% '

" In bie sumsery of the 51idell ‘ovetldent, Mollormen, io swmphesise bie
gm&.ni, boldly stated thst possibly Polk bsd ventad war or had sved provoked
it. Pot his offer o settle the clefuws debt for so small & tract of land
was suffictont evidence to m*w@ that conguest was not bis intention at
tie &im 81idell wan pent to m:s.éé;m Tt was slas ai_gaifi@uﬁ w H@ﬁ@mc
that In Folk's wnr ‘mameage he stroseed the fellure of -ﬁﬁzﬁum to setile
the olaime issue. Aw xmrg@ sould ant pay 13w debt exwept by coding lend,

Holorsae contlinded that Polk wap then roady to wope & war to secure tepriw

%@f‘}wm, locs git., citiop Jesse O Heaveos, Anerican Dislomacy
Under Yyler snd Folk (Bslilmores The Jehn Hopkine Press, 1907), ps 280

gﬁ&eﬁnm&a,‘ logcs it
Pornt ., p. 392
- BTrg,
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torisl compensation for the ﬁlgma ag;#iaa& ﬁ‘&x&cu,g@

Toe mort detslled ntudy of the diplomstic intrigue surroundiag
Mexico's rofussl to receive 511dell wes mads by %’Emivml- He sttonmpted %o
enalyso aot only tho events, tut slso the franslstion of the uotes sent
to the United States from Hexteo. Smith begsn his agalysis with the
Americen cabinet's declision Lo renpen diplowstic relstions with Maxico.
Because of Nuxicon's war~like ;:fmpam&iém, the cablinet m:& dectded to
walt until Johin Black, the fAssricen consul in Hexles, had ascertained
wbother 8 mintster vould be officlslly received. Tho Britieh Minlster
#mkh&ad had slso had an interview with tbé' ?éfméitm;s Fovelign M‘m#%&r,
Petia y Pefa, and fmﬁi&am ﬂ?;%arrérmﬁ? ﬁ&i.tb'gﬁm thet thay had sgreed
thet ¥extao sheuld discuss m the sublonts that ﬁm fmoyican avvoy wight
bring op and should sttempt to matitla them pascefully. . Pefls y PeSe then
wrots o lztterito Sadhead in which he thanked him for persvading Rlokard
Pokonbsm, the vs:%xiaﬁ rintster in wnéhiagm, to &éa bie infloencs "for
the purpose of ewicably arranging tho differsnces [las difersnctas’” that
existad bew:m thes United Btates sod ﬁm&iem%

Smith further stated tbat Sarkhesd reported that mot only the ane
nexation questiony bubt 511 other poluts of diffsrence betwesn Hexico and
the United Stetoe, would be discusssd; alse thet fvom any sun the United
States agreed to pay for the disputad terriiory, the claims debt uwould be

ﬁaﬁf}}iﬂ&, pe W0B.
893‘1&, ap M&g P Sl
Cuad., pe 92
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subtracteds ¥as this not Folk's view alpa, Smith asked? It would have
boen ridlculons te separste the boundary diapute from the slaims problem.
Gurely the United Statss would not nand over a lerge sun of monay to ¥aoze
oo without first deducting the elaimy Sebh oved Anmerican citizens. Sew
sidus, wag mnt the clalys dsbt ons of the neny diffarences tho Untted
States end Fexico were o wmaxm?ﬁ

The hietortan next attacked the Wexican government's contenticn
that it could not recelve 113611 beosuss 1% had agreet to recotve & com
wiseioner, not & winistor. The ezéaﬁss gont to %zashmgtm rtatod the Maxican
govaroment was

« « & disposed to reveive the representative /Zoxisipnades

of the Unlted Otntes who may coms to this cspiisl with full
power from his govermment o setile the prozent dispate é&m
tiendg/ in a poscoful, ressoasble, and honorablo rannet.:

The seuming conbtrediction botwean this reforsuce Lo "the present
dispute™ end the previous dacleration of the Pexican governmentt e dassim
o sebtise all c&ifiwemaﬁ WAy .imatéﬁax, Bed th oontended. Using the
gagmmé axtom that the whole aﬁe‘méiw; al) of ito porte, Swith arsued
that the phrase “ihis pressat Sopute” was meant to includs ail the dife
fersncss votween Moxleo and the United Statwa. The diffursnce in phreses
plegy WHd not im&imaﬁé & Maxicen yojeutlon of the 't}m ted Ststen' propusal
to settle all dleputes.”  Booldes, Black's note Lo Wesbington bad followed

"’%mm

573?2:&6., pe 93, citing House m«amt&ﬁp ﬁacmnt :‘5@, :m C:;ngmm,
ist 5@&&&3&; e 13* 13, 1&; &?0 .

?3Xbi§-, pe 93
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s confidentisl interview with Pefa ¥ Fotia in wbich Ldess had bean Lroely
sxshapgad. Juith covlectured that the Hoxlcan mmir;‘&ﬁr nust have undey-
stood the United Stotes would not recopnise Mexteo's olain to 'i”a&m;l
therefore, no United Oteies anvoy wonld be appointed to traet only the
disputs nver imsrica's ennexation of Temes. IT Maxico bad decided to
dissuss only the boundery dispute, nore than likely Black weuld have
roported to Polk that wle Q!gﬁzf" ts dlsouse all the i ffarancan hod been
deelinad. ‘The Amerloan position knd been méwa&m:ﬁo%

Srith next demolibhed the Mexlcan sontention ’m had apreed to re~

velve only a commissloner snd not & minister. The word "comisionads® as

ursd by Patia y Pofie, be sxplained, wae the peet participle of the vard

"to comlesion” used as & ncan. This werb had baen tranploted bty American
bigtorisns to pesn mmi%i'm? and wag &;aﬁ gand @; prove Pena y Pane

had not sgrend Lo raceive a ni éwmﬂ %&m ﬁ&mgmﬁfé« The Moxiosn Datw

vétory of Paistions Becanegra had a}a!’im& 8 *wm@wméa“ an “a person

a&aarged by any community, or prznta citizen to am&ust any mxmaasa“%
Ty viafimtiaa, the histerian conoluded, this must lmluﬂa 8 m.asnmr.

In comparing Jdocumente, Saxith mwﬁaé t}m% he had found the mmﬂs . 1,
ter, onvoy, plenlpotectiary, and gomisionsdo ﬁwsﬁ sa -amzmas.mw. Furthepe

nore; Patn 5 Patia had omed the word %:mg;amméw in refarriog to 818 dall,

sfter ho had lesrned that Siidell bed corme as & resident mm.,mwﬁ‘@

Yurpea.
ggﬁai deg Do 311.
Qﬁlﬁid ng B 914 ™
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Surprised at 5)idell's sudden appearsacs at the c#ﬁ&tal on Docens
bor 3, 1045, Pafs y Pofia asksd Blak the reason for Slidellts arvival.
¥hen Black rominded hin th#t Mazleo had sgrzed to recelve an asnvoy, PaDa
y Petin sxclaimed that S1idsll should not heve coms untll Janoaryy the
governvent, fearing a#@aaihian eries of trasson, was rot resdy %o reseive
bime Thls conversatlion, Smith peinted cut, had taken pluce before any«
thing was knoun of Slidell's title or credentials. It was, them, 5@9&&55
¢f domestic yrabiwmﬁ that the ﬁﬁﬂi@&ﬂlEGQﬁrnmﬂat darided to break its
agr&ﬁmaﬁt,é? The grouce of the gavér&mxnz that 1t hed agreed oniy to a
cémm&aaimnar-ﬁaﬁ proven incorrect by the svente lesding to Siidell's ape
pol ntment. b

xﬁm&tﬁ, in further chamoloning the American cause, was also sars
of Poik‘sfpaéific intentione regarding talifornle. He nharaaterimad‘?elk
85 boing not ”méndaciésa,“ but *mediocre,” @ man too uninspiring to be
the obtef villaln in @ grest internetional tragaﬁy;y? Pollk, Smith ex-
platned, had g gﬁauaaa;faar tbhnt SBrpland waz trying teo goln a foothold
in California. Tolk's forelgn policy was hased on m&za fear of forelgn
dnfivense. Hexico's tonusns hald on Califorois 1@9»&3&#& wpon Polk that
time 2lone wos needed to secure California for ths Unicn. ¥Wo forelign
footheld could ba allbwedilga :

o countaract auy forelgn influence, Polk ddspatched Larkip ae his

9?§§;g,, p. %6,
9%5933:’ pe 97
¥1vid., pe 129,
3005pid., pp. 322-32%-
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confidential sgent to California. Yo fupther atrenglien hls gxwﬁ&m,
Smith believed, Polk sent Lieutenant Gillesple 1o act ss co-apont with
Larkin ead ordered Gommodore Sloat wit: a squadron to the Facific cosste
‘Surely this was not ilntrigus on“?aik*a part, opined Jmithe Hather, it
wast0fe o » roceive with a geatle %m;:zé the neglsoted, abused gnd lost. « oF
and %0 ward off foreign interforence whieh would laa;d to war. Polk mast
be vindloated from the charge thal he provoked war to elfect conquest of
Californis. >0 |
Smithtae eaagluai.ans sore shared by both Helormes and Honry. ﬁ&m’y
believed Polk wsnted {“#als.famia, ‘but not badly snougk to initiate a wer.
Both Heary and Molormae slso interpreted Polk's policy as ono baged on

102 only this explained Polk's later ine

foar of foreign Lnterfarence 3
“structions to Lexkin and Sloat. FHurthermore, Folk's pollicy was consis-
tont with hisz peneral stiitude towerd the uanamz;ﬁan éf Furopean Sovore
eignty in soy part of Horih ﬁmwim.mj
Concerning tiie controversisl Fromont asd Bear Plag revolt, Sulth

empneticslily exonersted the United 3tates government from any guiltse In-
structions to foment revolution would have bean inconsistent wi th Poll's
‘instractions to Larkin and Slost to couciliate ths native Califorantans.
Rasides, Frémont wes awers of Polk's desive to counter any foreign ige

floenee. It was fear of a deal batween England and Fexico wharein England

olrua,
m?ﬁe{-‘:am&e; ope cits, po 386; Henry, op. cit., p. 33,

1037enry, log. cit.
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would get ﬁalifornia;'sﬁith axplained, that prompted Frémort to valse the
uﬁear Flag, knaving that 1t could be replacaﬂ‘hi tro dtars and stripas.lﬂh.

e gecret instructions Cillespia supposedly brought to Frawmont,
Smith wrote, probably stated that Polk wanted a settlemsat wlth ﬁexiaé;
but Lf war ¢id begln, Frémont was to stand by and be ready for astion
at the 9r6§e: bins to cbnqdé? Califnrﬁiaf Sselng & chance for psrsongl
glory and rémEMbe*iﬁg his humiliation at having ran from Csnoral Cestre,
Framont decided to vindleate h 1mself by overthrowlng the Hexicen authori-
ties. Bis action, ?mizh &ealared, apset tha Qmerican glana.’gg

To thelr conclysions ga'ta-preciaely'wha% caused Yhe war, Bill,
Y¥eCormes, Haary,aﬁd Zrith asch enmphasiged cerﬁaia aspeets. Velormao
hasitat@é ao condemn Mexice only. He 99&3%9& out that Mexico had not.
attacked wntil Teylor had erosﬁad the Hueces ﬁ&var; therefsr&,

Polk may or may not haeve acted within his righte in assome -

ing the boundsry claiwed by Texss, but at least there was some

Justification in the contention of the Whigs that,heogreaigia
tated the war by crdering Yayler to the Rio Grande.l

107 me snnexation of

Meither Smith nor Keury doubted Maxico's guilt.
Texes, they believed, was the prime cause of the war.

Smith steted that imerica’s desire for Callfornia corld not have
aaﬁsed hostilities to bepin. Hor was the baund#ry digpute an important

onough confliot to csuss Menieo and the United States to figﬁt¢ He denied

10hsms th, op. ett., p. 332.
105§E§§»,‘Pﬁ' 232, 333.
lm%cﬂqm&c, epe cib.s po ‘!3114.

107kenry, ops oite, p» 32; Smith, op. eit., p. 189.
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that tho weyr was fouphd to extond Negro slovery os the soutlernara Goa-
oidered poseocaion of Parea ﬁﬁﬁagh proteciion for the slave insﬁitﬁ%ﬂan,
Polk's dfary, furtbermore, was bare of nay ceferences connecting slavery
with the Moxican problom. Annexzstion, Onlth fdoclared, was the essential
eause of tho wam;-ﬁui, he asutloned, annoxstion could not by ragaiéaﬁ ag
the snle aausa,iaﬁ Kentlosn baﬁbarittea dﬁring the Texts Revolution and
sutrages comnitted ag#ins& Rzzriﬁan'p§¢pgrty in Ffexieo caused desp re~
dentront 4o Americans. Gsﬁii&a% evar the anpoxation of Toxas was the
nhiﬁf‘api&éﬁa in =z serier of vnploasact avants. 109

Oroedy, self-gsecking politictans in ¥Wexlco, Suith explained, ussd
thens gvents tn cr&at& a8 hostilo attitude 3&9&5 the Mentean poople. Inis
 attitude ropekad frui%ing in Paredeos? ﬂauﬁg‘?arudaa.ardar@ﬁ the Hexican
atteck on the dmerican forves, which was the “preecies cause of the wafq“lxa
Taylorts zdvance tn the To CQronds o gmrﬁ produced the war then Pite .
colrns' march to lexiopten prodeced $he Apsslicsn Fovelutien. "I4 wae
an affect and gn covasion, but tot tha'tasns~“111

Hanry, though writing thirty yoavs after Swith, aloo plsesd great
irportence on the amnexation of Texas ag & major aau#e iaad&ng 10 wars.
Thet incidant, he declared, rether then the cleinmg questisn op boundary

M epute,; promptad Poxlce to brosk diplomatic relatlons with the United

85mt th, locs git.
19?§§&g‘, pe 150,
llﬁm,

iThide, pe 195,
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Stateo. 7The United Btetag, howaver, wag Tully fvetilMed in snnexiog
Taxnany 1t had walted n&ne‘yﬁars.il?k Tu ¢ontrant to 3nith, Yenry wae
cggaixant of larger Toress that concpired to bring on the csnfllict.
Both eouotries, he aﬂaﬁaﬁ; Arified to war through & fop of iisunder-
standlag. "It was; in shord, an lnsscepetla and 2 uot inglorious step
in the histerlcal progess by which the United Stated of amsvics was
byought te its prasent plecs in iha worid M3 _

™is concept of the inevitabllity of the war wae an f%érthnuaht ~
in @ﬂmry’& tistory. Te dLd not mske 1t @ mejer theme in bis interpre-
taticn. The gschood of Maglcan War lnterpretatinn shichk placaes prinsyy

emptianls on itz {nevitable sspeots will he dlaoussed in tha next chaptes,

2 anry, loge ohte

37088., pa 37



V. EXPARSIONISH
THR INEVITABLE WAR

The priwmary soncern of thoae historiany who rejectod the abolition-
ist intorpretation ﬁzt.‘. the ?@émean War and vindicated the United Stetes
was to disassocicts ai&v#w sxtonsion from mgim&l a_aepaﬁamm They were
also much a@ﬁﬁamsﬁ -s«:iéh' ?ramnt.iué ?alk‘a rﬁi;ﬁmacy and the actions of
the Anerican government as honorable and jgatimﬂm in light of Mexico's
éggreén&va policy. 31’2%1:"; ravolt w&mhé& its peak ia the work of Justin
Sud the | -

Many historiane, howsver, chose to place little emphasis on sls-
very as 2 crucial element in Hexicsn War ceusation--that battls had been
wonewgnd instead z‘némsw t&aif aﬁgiyéaa on Ameries's exﬁamibmat spree
during the 18L0's. Bet t&zi's‘ raised en importent question. BDid inherent
forees loose in the American esrth conspire to bring on wer, or wers men
with 3¢1wx~1y dofined expansioniat gﬁfam necessary to load sud sven st timos
sccalarote these forees to briusg on war? .

erbimlly,? the problem can bs viewsd am follows: the forces of
expansion can be regardsd as @ repidly moving wegen pulled by s team of
atrong horses. In the driver's seat is the President of the United Statss,
James . Polks ‘e repld rovemont of the vehicle makes it difffoult to
see whether the pighty kerssa -;f expansion ars following their own lead
ulth little &irautiaz%_fm Tolk, or whethey the President is able to con~

trol thess horses and lead thom in the dirsction and st the spesd he wishes.
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¥eny hiatariansvara‘bn both sides of the argumsnt. To thosge who saw
Polk carried along byurﬂrcaé atronger than he, the war became an ipovie
teble conflict. ’

. Representative of these historlaus was George Lockhart Rives, who
aid érmzxc‘fnmaedaﬂl ﬁw' -v‘a'lmiz‘;e study inw 191k on United Statas~Mexican rels-
tions. Extrémsly Bautiaup in his judgments, Rlves neither complatly conw
dgmned nor'v{édigated aitﬁar &idé; His netionalistic sutlook in regerd
to the sxp&ngiuaisé mmvemant‘cf t&a.iﬁhQ's placed his history above seﬁ“

tional biaa’and;partiﬁaaéhip.l

While avolding a deterministic approach,
Rives' history doss provide & transition to thcse tistoriss that are de-
tarmin;stia'iq fhélr_anelyses_af the csusesz of the war. Not until the .
very ond of the second volums of bis work does Rives somewhat apologe-
tieally Write of irresistible zbrqea-as the maior foree pulling toward
Wﬂr.z

In the ppafanefaf bis history, Rives emphatically stated that ths
‘war was not an apleode in the slavery struggla.s"ﬁrior to 1836 most Amerw
1cans cared little about Texas; after 1836 culy ths objections to the |
extension of slavery delayed immediate annexation. Put Polk's election
was a victory for the wastern expansionlist spirit: this made the differ=

gnce in Mexican~United States rolations. These rglations would have basen

;Jesaa 5.'ﬂaevsa,'aeview of The Unitad States and Mexico, 1821»18,&,
by ﬁgggggéLaaknart Rives, Americsn Historical Feview, ALX (April, 191LJ,
pg. L l. . .

Qﬁanrgs Lockhart Rives, The United States and Mexico, 1821.18L8
{New York: Charles Soribner's Sons, 1913), Vols Il Ps O55e

33:b1d~, VO}-«A I.’ Pe vi.
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stabliil god alter ﬁhé annuxetion of Texas had there not been other probde
lems such as the cleims debt end s disputed boundary. Alse fmportant
vus.?oik's eyo to ﬁalifarn&aph

Polk's mmﬁivga, hawavér, wﬁre‘peaﬁafhl, according to Mves. NHe
dasired to ascuire California in n pﬁa&gf&l.mmnngr by*négut&gtion; tnly
his lack of understanding of Hexican chara¢tﬁr'an¢ of forelign affaire
cansed h&a'diﬁlamaey-tc snen aggraga&?a‘s &mﬁgiy hie cabinet 41J not
want warj i%a reason for agreeing te Taylor's sdvance ¢ the RBip Grande
was to present a show of force to holp pave the way for 5iidell's asccope
tance by the Mexlcan povermment. "That this display of foroe provoked
the ¥gxlcane, and induesd them to fight rather then to bargain, provea

nothivg 82 to the intentions of the American a&himet*“é

Ig #nythtag,
‘fives declered, it showed the cabinet's ignorancs ﬂf't&ﬁ'xbxiaaa‘uaturaav
 Rives 41id not spare the rod when discussing Teylor's march to the
Mo Orsode. He folt there were ssrious flaws in the argam#nh»thnt tha'
Unltad States wos Juotified iu possessing the é&ayutad torritory. Amere
foa's olaim that Texsn Juriadiction extanded beyond the Nucces fiiver, Rives
assertsd, was nothing more than so sssertion of sctusl posseasion. Full
responeibility for Yeylor's move iata térritcmy not adtuaiiy in Texss jur-

indiction lay with the admiristrotion.  Hives' sharpest oriticism was

h!i:«id.., ¥ol. I’ Phe %3, 6&?; &5{};?190
SIntd., po 133

szidm, Pe mt



diracted at ’;i’ayiw% blockade of the Rlo Orande. Dnly war could Jostify
such an act, he deolered, aud in this act Hexico saw justificetion for
attacking the gnitad %mﬁu;a

Ir fiuas‘ history had endad at this polint,; thers vould be no justie
fication for classifying hie work with the irreprossible confliot scheol
of intorprotation. But 1t did not. Eives wrote that a lerge majority of
the American péagla favorsd the war beceuss of the long contioued hostili-
ties on the part of Hexlco, Mexlco's failure to pay the oclaims debt, and
1ts unwillingness tn mga_t;atgg Polk 4id not want ware He hoped that
Cslifornia could be gsecored &mer by purchase or by coopuration from
inkabitante declaring mair'mﬁaﬁendemaﬁ In the event of war, Rivas
wrote, the yeﬂi&‘ ﬂf California wem"w be solsed, .#rxaet not considered
eontuest by the ifrfs‘ai&mta Arvericens justified tholy sction, Hives wrote,
by m&;i-enalmihg \ﬁmﬁ should war bogin thay ware Y. . o to coms as libepae
tors, ss defenders against Waxican oppression, and in no way as conguarors.

Hhile Fives did msis accept thlis thesin, he was somevwhat amblvalent
in tls attitude towsrd the end of his history. Tn a sense ha believed
the war might be regsrded as one of cia.zmwﬁ,‘b&t the use of "might® wes
not very emphastic. Rives eriticized Polk for bis assertion that the war

was prossecutad solely to gst payment for dabis, buts

31%&-;, PP 1355“1131&
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v v % thagfagt remalns that 1t had slways been the fntention
of the administration to obtain such payment by s c¢espion of
tarrl tory beloonging to the Mexican republic. Bot that terrie
tory was not Toxss. It was Hew YMoxico and Gl ifornia-~snpas~
telly California.dd

fbue far in HMves' analysis, Folk sad the sdministration, though
clothed with good intentions, appeared to be the chief villsins in a
var of conquest. But Sives then found justification for the Unl ted
| Stat&x’ actiong in forves beyond the contrel of wen. Ho menticned the
sl dwninetoonth aaﬁtaxy practice of ecquiring territory by conquest. Oivie
lized nations, Mves contended, wers not opposed to thia methods Basides,
weny clrcuusisnces justified the conquest of Californiag the conduet of
the United States wos supported by the existing precedent of Averican
saguisition of ?inﬁﬁﬁa from Spain. Spaln bad gzﬁen ity Rives declared,
but Hexiso hod refused to yleld to irresistible forces. Mexlco had tried
to held on to territory it could nelther develop nor grntact-xa These
- $rresistible foroces could not be loocslised in awy ané‘@mﬁaoa; they must
bo found in the almost mystical expansionist spirit of the 1840%s.

Teolve yosrs af%@# Hves' deteiled two volumes wers published, 5
blography of a8 ﬁisﬁar&cal&y‘ﬁn&mrwnrkedvfigﬁra was written by Louls Vartin
Sears. His John Slidell contributed much towsrd s better understanding
of the motives behind 8lidell's ill-~fated mission; Seavs raloted this dipe
lomatic misaion to the larger scops of Mexican Wor causstion. Hs studied

813dell's nission within the Lromework of Manifost Vestiny and natural

113:’&5&5‘ Py 9.653‘
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svolution.

§lidelld, by kis miswion, bocame an empire builder assoolated with
the oxpansionist movemsnts Polk, Gears wrots, chose to use the claims
debt cwed by Vexieo sp 3 laver to acquive Taitfornis and to settlo the
Texas guastian, Thie mothody, Soers bmm&md, saawod almost providen~
tielly errengeds To further fecilitate this acoeptanse of land for debt
payment, Folk would grant a large 'm:ms.ﬁ Hie policy, Sesrs wrote, can
be deseribed as the g:ursai‘%: of “much ga‘,‘i.n, 0o wady amﬁ an appoaitiau siu
lancad.® all Gms ﬁmg axigted am& this wes the Mxiam politicians. They
wers too wsak, declared ﬁaam. to fsoe mui&tiae.w

Slidell's failure to be received by the Herrera goveraseut ended
the optimistic fivset W.ﬁé& of the misalon. GJears ﬁa‘ﬁqvﬁd that the con~
tinued approsches ¢ the Perades aﬁmmﬁmmm wearae not bonogte IV wan
not likely that the United ﬁ%ﬂéa mu}d #ea%n&a 'm nsgotiate on the ovige
inel terms. Not only were theso centivsued approaches dishonsst, Sears
felt, they ware ovnly a {acads Lo prove ﬁm ﬁininm&sa of tho Unlted States
to mgfstiaw,‘w But, cautloned 31&&&11‘& i agragi;em thia socond phase
mist not ko confuasd with the wig&ml ;aluw, Sa»»am e¥plained the later
acticn in terms of irresielible forcves., Manifest Destiny, he wrote, do-

manded & two-ccoan nation) Americe’s reach for addltionsl territory wes

pmpds Hartin Sears, John Slidell (Durhaw, N. Gt Duke University
Prass, 1925), pp. L8, L¥, 52,
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& cago of natural ewolution. This desire, when blooked, becsrs deteor-
wmination, which in turn lad to action. The ond rasult, Sears declaraed,
was not the original motive i?crr Blidell's miasien-w
I ons nust mm faolt wlih s’a‘m, fears concaded, 1t would be in
kis feilurs to. umiarétan& ths teppar of the connon penpls in Mextoo., ‘The
comon poovpls, not the leaders of the povornment, causad Slidell's alpe
sion 36 fall. The disrupting force aﬁv provalend smong the mass, Sears
declared, was 4 " « o caso of mobernloe~dsmooracy gons to sead--in a land
whioh could nat comprehend thg midiponte of mif-wgwemmmo”m It wan
Tihe unrestraived demsoracy ﬁf'ﬁiﬂﬁtﬂégath gentury Yexice® that cavsed the
Yexlcan War. Polk stood by hai.;:lme:lﬂm
Two books appssrsd in 1935 that alse dsscrdbed Polk £» a helpless
victinm lo the surge sf uncontrolleble forces. #lbert X. Weinberg, in
snalysiug the concept of Msoifest _l‘}msti;xy, traced the evolution of this
concept in Ught of the changing pelitical philosophy in the Urltsd Ststes.<o
Discussing the Herlcan ¥War and the Anerican desire for territory, wembarg
deseribad the aontenmporary appesl to a low higher than that written &n
treaties and }ﬁigaemtaé rulest  ftho law of benofioient territorfal utildie

zation. w2l Geographlical gredectination, it wes felt, cade inevitable the

1?%% Ppe 575 67+
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United States' scquisition of contiguous tawr&tatyﬁz Polk, deinberg
falt, would ast bave uged force LI the Xexican atdltude frow tho time
of the suonexatisn of Jewes hod not made var seem dagelly walid and jJua-
ttriable. The tension crsabed by the annexatlon of Texas was meds more
eritleal and intense by the subssquent follilen mf both nationss Harein
loay the fundsuental casse of the R

It enalyving the prinery ceansp of the war, Herbert Ingram ¥Frieste
"1y, wbo wrote e v-nmmr on the Kexiveas nation, pluced groetest emphasis
on whet ho desdribed s5 the natural soclal antipathies betwesn the Heals
c&aa sud the Aserioang. &a*hiéml&aﬁig and m&igiwa rivalries along with
the aggmaa&mmaé a_f‘ the Anplo-Saxon people ;n countrast 'm the obatruce
tionist polioy of the MHexloans made {riction inovitabla. 2L

45 & wore immediate cause of the wary E‘r&emi&y blarmed Aserican
celonisstion and sanexation of Texas. Fexlgo, he ota w&; believed the
Americhn government had a part in the Texas Reveluotions haxico eguld
act bDe blomed for failing te distingulsh between the sttitude and actions
of varicus groups in the Unlied States, whe 6id matarislly help the Texams,
and tue United Slates poverumont. ? iiémim feglings Wdﬁad in each ne-
tiony the leaders of both countyries desired poave, bot the popular clawor -

deonanded Otuervise. Hexloo was drawn futo the war by the subiticns of

“Feom, doe. cite
231.%1@»%, ops gitey pp. 156, 167,

éhﬁmbszr‘a Ingram Pricstley, The Yexican ¥atlen, A Bistory (New York:
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Peredas and the clerical party: the United States was drawn into the
var by lsnd bunger and the ldeals of Hanifeat'.nustiny.w ‘ | |
| In Priestlsy's upin"}m, both countries were equally involv ed;

therefors, the war could b,a-; called natlther 3_&5‘& nor unjust. "The whole
| process,” he m"cté,‘ ia t6 be obpsrved as 3 blolioglcal phenomeuon, in
wbﬁich the histcri;:al facts are largely accidentals of that pmca_ﬁs.“a?
When two races met and clashed on a mutually covated fraatier,’ Priestley
concluded, war wes insj#itablc- “he victory went to the stronger.ag

- e nost recent work on the Moxicer Wer is Otis A. Singletary's

volums in The Chigage History of American Civilization series. This

‘brief account takes s ra‘thzar' sclectic but detersdalstic view. To state
sbat the annexastion of Texas ceused m'e war, declered Singletery, would
'he a8 gross oversimplification. The causes of thewar wai'a more funda~
 mentalt  Hexiean rosentment of Ameriecan expansion, hatred by Americans
of Hexican etrocities comrdtted in border warfare, the political insta-
bility of the lexican governmont, and the utier failure of étplamsay.zg
This complsx of msﬁndamtaﬁdinga wat made more acute, wrote Sine
gletary, because of the Amarican disease, Fanifeet Destiny. The Ameri-
cans wented contignous land; therefore, Hexico gwgmph&;zauy becams a

target of the Amoricsps. In a deterzinistic vein, Singletary melntsined,

261414., p. 315.
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9, o » geography snd history conspire/d/ to briog oo d&sastar.“ﬁn
Singletary falied to castigate elther astions Ihe war was bayond
the control of suy ons parson. Ho sommed up the c¢eoses of the war thusy
Angexetion, then, was one, but by no mesns the sole, couse
~of the war« The bed faeclings that had slowly bodt surely growm
put of the encroachmsnts of one power and the brutaliiies of
the other ast the stage for warg politicsl instabllity incressed
its probablliity; the fsilure of diplomacy wmede {% tneviiable.3d
Slngletary aod the other blstorisns of this group heve vindicated
individusla as the primsry suspects in causing the unpopular Hexiean Ver
and, by streseing ewvironmsatsl and psyenological factors, heve mede the
war. & &atﬁpmiﬁ&ﬁ%&aalay irreproseible conflict. For interprstations
siressiog practicsl economic considerstivns, including s desire for good
ports, increased trade, and land grants, oue must turn to the historises

Bdward Channing, Charias A. Beard,; aod Hormsn i« Graebosp.

Une of the last bistoriang to Qriwa & multivolume history of the
Hq&%&é Bletes was the Hew &ﬁglanéar, &dwaré»@haamiag‘ ¥riting alter the
turn of the cenbury, be empbeeised nstionell slic teadencies rather than
sectionel senflicts in Americs's hiaﬁary~32 Though not an esononle dotars
miniet in bis interpretation «f the Nexlosn Wer, Chenning did stress the

Bg{biﬁi&p p- 1%
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321 choel Kraus, The Writdr e '
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general opsration of aasaam&c forces that conspired 4o bring on tha waﬁ‘33
Charning, who lsoked with disdaln upon axtram&atc,Bh refeasd to follow
in the faatﬁﬁapa Bt hig gme;iwaﬁi predacescors, the New Bngland sbolie
tioniets, who sgeribed to slavery ths primery tgiaa behind the ware.

'ﬁﬁt was tha ﬁ&atiﬁ& of the Unlied States So axtend 4o thae Pasitie
and aa'far'%mnth aa tha ar&fjaaru&anaAﬁf ﬁeﬂiao,ﬁ procialned tha §aw Enge
landﬁr»ss Theve laaﬁa, Texas, Now Hexleoe, asd Celilornia, heaargaé X
gelly to Fexleo, Qhiznnlog wrotep bub more important, the lands balonged
economdenlly to the United ﬁt&tﬁa.jﬁl Unlike Welnborg, Channing 4.4 ot
formulata ony sbstract lew of land ure to Justify snarica's coveting the
lénds ,Ié 3 more mundans veln, Channing cteted that the United Statse
posserted 8o moral right 4o teke the landg dub with Pexieo unsble to
vﬁi&iaa the lond to the benefily af'humaniﬁy, the Uoited States, whiok
eould make uves of the land, ¥ad a form of guﬁt*ficatinv for tsking it.

- Furthesrnoro, %e added, the United Staten did offer to pay sn adequate
gum of neney for the 1@“@%3?
Cheuntng was éﬁgﬁaﬁie concerning Amorics's ripght to snuex Toxae.

It was Ybeyond the line of argument,” he wrote, in Light of Texas' nine

Brranse, ;g gite, pe 20L0; M g ]
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éﬁara of independence. Upon this sczuampiion, i1 wes easy for Chaaning
to write that 1t wes right and proper for the United Statea to strengthen
ivs u&my‘alagg the Texan frontier when Foxlce refused 1o recognise Awars
ter's right to snnax Texas énﬁ threateced to aa%amkhgﬁ inat sttack &id
oot come until Slidell had bsen rejected snd Jolk had decided to relne
force diplomacy by arus. WBhen Tayley moved to tha Alo Orands, the Mexiw
cans did not belleve that {he &méwicanm would fiﬁﬁﬁ and therofore aticcked
Tayios's troops, wole ﬁa#naing’ Consequently, 45 Boxicp waged war over
Terasn, the couguest of Lis provigess could be sonsiderad s proper indomws
nity for the axﬁaﬁﬁiﬁure Torced apon the Uniied dtotes by ﬁ@xia¢u3§
Houbiesre in his bietory did Jhanaing criticige Folk for fording &

war o gaﬁn.gaﬁaw&$i§as§ rathor, bis omphesis on the geographlical and
avonsic propiogquity of Yexicols lend and on ﬁéx&cef&.isilura 0 recogw
pige the lnevitable restrained him from hazshly oriticiziug eitior wation.
He wrote: H |

Hanl fost Deatiny urged %hamyéiﬁé Amgrd can peopla/ en,ﬁn the age

quisition of Flarida, to the repaining of Texas on the Ssuth,

and to the poesseeion of toe lande wostword frop the coast of

the Rockies te the shores of the Pacific Goean. b0

The apostie of twantieth en#tury acaaa#&g intorpratations of history

wog Charles Beerds In bis fumous sconomic loterpretation of the Constitue
tien, he pointed out the acononic- factors thot shaped the thioking of the

founding fethers. Wis econdbwic interprotation was @ boon to the progrog-
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sive roform movemsnta of the carly twentioth cenbury. If real mea with
resl economic motives had written the Censtitution, it' w&e conceivable
that amqr"ma,' 1iving under redicelly different conditions, should have
@ right to éhéﬁga ..it.m' Beord wae closaly assonisted with the refomm
movenent and yi-a_'b@ tn thet aiim;a of opinion. Orusading for mﬁ‘am; he
felt history should be used ;t‘or #ﬁa&s‘l change. Probably the most decids
fog factor in shaping his opinlons was & visit he had made te the Chicago
sloms in 1BY6 while still a collegs student. 42

In hie The Rise of Amsrican Civilisstion, Beard explatued history
as consisting of great contests or struggles for power, rather than con-
fliots éf’ principle or arguments over moral and legal issuss. These woral
and legal lssues, he mi&_waél, wera mere mt&nm‘ilﬁnﬁmﬁ»w The basie
eause of struggle was ecounomic rivelry. Writing of the 18LO's; Board
declared that a movement wag in swing to carry the Aworlican flag %o Mexico
and the Pacific. “Hothing," he stated, "eould check ito momsntumj neither
the protests of Yew PBnglend abelitioniets nor the resistance of the Hexte
cans. < o .”w“ T™his moversnt reached its climax in the annexstion of

EB;!.SM and the Mexican War. Beard describerd the components of this greest

Wl '
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moviag force as prirarily econonic: the passion of farmers for land, the
lura of continentel trade, the profits of Few Gngland traffic in the Pact-
fiv Ooean ,K lt‘ha amrwm citicons she awned Texan dabl and land aarﬁy@, ams!_
the desire of Texns for security in the Unton.
But Beard diﬁjémt try to explein the whole wozlward movement in
sconomic tarms alm#; Manlfest Destiny, he contendad, . « . tinged with
systory by Lhe imagination of thae essteric « . + " must be cmsweredj‘é
Baard _dssnritém tapartialily both the Hexlcan and Amarican zs’#amaga Soward
Hanifest Destiny, The Americans felt thelr rights had bean scorned and
their flag Losulted by lncompetent and dishonest Mexicsu officials to the
| point where peace was folly and annexation a virtue. On the other hand,
Beard exp&aimé,' tho Hexicans felt the Americans wers a rutbless, over-
bearing race, gready for trade, intent on despolling thels neighbor, sud
willing to make war to do umh? ‘ |
The Mexican empire, Beard pointed out, was en empty realm with few
people te populate 4t. Eﬁ% Yosering over the %mrdem‘a_f this almost ompty
realm was a restless, bardy, conguering mplﬁ thet hed onrried the Ameri-
con empire westward with a rueh. .+ . ;“w ‘ibla rosh weas directed not at
Texas slone, but also st Californts. American fermers and planters were

rushing into Texasy New Fngland Gea captaing were intsrested in the trade

ngﬁiﬁo, 420 581; ﬁﬁér
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of Californing end the plonaers wers bresking new land routes to the Pactw _
f&coﬁg Clossly héhiﬁﬁ this evonomie ponotration, Beard deolarad, cams
politiosl dominion. %aﬁmﬁéra he gﬁiuhaﬁ out, had bosk as sonisus to get
Californie for the shippers as Oelibcan hed been to get Texas for the plans
texa&sﬁ Heaxico vould uot selle fiare Polk was on haud o glve the push
necossSAry ta‘grecipiixta a‘ariaié that would in wll probability rasai%
in scquiring the territory in spite of the failure of diplomacy. This
push was the snnexation of Texas, "a ﬁp&tqulu + #pplisad to tinder.®
The agricultorsl intavaatstiﬁ America, Beard concluded, assured their
ﬁ?ﬁdﬁm&ﬂ&ﬁﬁ&vﬁz

In contrast to Beard’s thesis that agriceltural interasts were
behind America's expansion westward and the consequent war with Mexico,
wes the view advanced by Hormen 4. OGracbner, who insigted that expansion
was limitad to maritime objeotives. &iiting in the FPacific Hictoriesl

Revlew, and a monograph, Swpire on the Fscifier A Study in Ameriocen

Contlnentel Hrxpansion, be amphasized the maritine commercisl interosts

o the pursuit ur'&alifaraia; challenging the traditionsl view of sgra-
rian c%pta&iﬂn;ﬁﬁ
Polk, Orasbner wrote, fesred British espansion in Callifornis aund

upon this Toar fﬁ:ﬁnlsbaﬂ bis pelicy to acquive California. Polk's feare
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were nsedless, expleined Crasbnaer, for the Amaricsn ploneer hsed guerane
tesd that Cadtfornia would never belong to Britain. Suﬁ-&ka greatest
dresn of the expansionist was not {or land; rather, it was a‘c?gvlag for
the Feclfic comperce and irsde with the Griwnt.ﬁg

In the Americen scene ﬁf‘%hﬁ 18LO' 5, wrote Grasbner, tho Tewss
situation was ne pr@biam» ‘Ualy because of politicel schisming and omble
tion did 1t becows an Lssue in 18LL. Oroebner acensud the Domoovatis
party of playing pniitiﬁs with Texsg iu order to win an alﬁat%nnésh He
analyzed the conflict over Toxss ap esseniially a power struggle betwesn
the southern end western sgrarizns and the sastern industrialists for
dowination of netionsl pal;aygss The Whig Party, representing the sasteran
commsroial iabaraﬁta, ap@eaaéitﬁavunnexaﬁian ¢£ Texzs as they fosraed the
expansion of slavary and the expansion af:agrati#a Hemoeratic paaér. They
lost 46 the slscticn of 1fhL when s Demecratic victory essured the aanax&~
tion of Texas. They gained when the expansionist sentiment moved to the
Pnetfic. In the Pecific, Gracbuosy declsred, Boston end New Orlesna joined
hands. While the Democratic sgrarians perpetusted s national outlook, the
objective of the northern ¥nige waevparaiﬁulariatiaaliy centared on the
Far wﬁaﬁ.ﬁﬁ | |

Specificslly, Grasbner explained, New England had its eye on the

53%0rman A, Graobnor, "Amsrican Intersst 4n Galiformias, 1BLS,"
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port of Son Franoisco to eimﬁ’d trade with the ‘L"%x*&mhg? This dosirs was
ceught in the intornational ‘rivslmr between Britain sud France, who both
bolieved 1t inovitable that Cslifornis wgsﬂ-d saparate frowm 'afaass;w.sa iw
bappened in Yexas, wrote Gracbner, "fesr uf Bngland morve than any other
favtor carriecd Manifost Degting to the Pacific in mawﬁg Bo wideapread
was the ﬁasi@ for ﬁalifmmﬁ.akm&g the Arericen .muph that Polk neces-
sarily bad to ?eilw thotr lead. He was mlala#& to avoid 1t, stetad
Gx*mhmhéo

To renove parmanently the Bpitish threat, Polk decided on outyight
purehase of Californis ‘, from Mexleo, & natural solution considering Mexico's
unstable internal conditicus. It was only as moral cosrcion thet Folk
pressured Hoxloo for setileoment of the cleime debt, Gracbner mmmi.mﬂ.m‘
He emphatically added thet those clalme did not constitute adequate
grounds for ware They were notbliog wore than g sore spot in Haxicane
Untted States relstionse A side effoct of this cleins dispute was a
less pesceful attitude toward Mexico on the part of the Awarican expan-
sionints. Actuslly, Graebner wrote, the claims became "a pawn in an ex~

62
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Yor, in aé%@a of the prosmire Por wer, Fold continued to seek @
pasosful soiution. Only when thrsatesed by Haxios did the President
take defensive sessures. From thie peink on, Greabner nwh&.@@, ton-
sione sovntad which drove both astfons toward asp. hen Polk, who wae
_ adaoant Lo bis insiatonce that the Bio Grande wus the Doundsry, roved
Taydor $o that ﬁww; Eém postilion ef&mw: £rom one of delense basad on
 Hexicsn ﬁmm&ttmmm £9 one thet had the mmmum of ngaﬁ&ns,m%

?al’i:*a uxwm that mm WOVE WaH mmdm o imat Haxteo to mg(s%t%s
&wmmr wrnte, %o my have Dean fdip‘kmtim&xy sound, but it lod e
netion to ware And it was & poilticsl blunder for 1% expomed the Polk
adedol ebration to m&imﬁm portissn m;m a8l |

This blundey um ouly the ms‘%« serious in 8 &mg steing of diplow
watic arisss. The couse of the m, Gresbasr sonciuded, lay deop 1u 2
kob of dplomatic snd onmweroisl mwk&m@j it cume "« o « becsuse pols

ther oatlion ede o aincars alfort % ﬁmm mwﬁg

While Thanntng, leard, and &mmr stroscsed priesrlily ooosonio
motives bobind sxpansion, the biosteriane Bernerd Us Votoe and Bay A. Bllw
iington focusad their attention on the spieit of Nerdfest Destiny. ¥ith

wlgoreus ;wam,% s Yoto 'mwwmi the courape &iwﬁw ta toces of ad«

3gbea., ppe 33, 128, 152,
'%M.# pe 353

%W*

66&'mm,, ope Sitey Po 250
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versity and the honer achleved by Americans when conguering the western
n(t'on‘hiemé? | DeVoto ignored economio motives in the expansicnism of the
16L0%s and instesd emphasived thoge waanslysable elements he claimed hise
torians so often neglected such as romance, utopianlsm, and the dream
that a1l men might be frae. Alse an important elemsnt in expaunsion, he
felt, was the 1‘&@,»&:3 of gmgmptiy pnd the incompletonesy of the United
States' territory. Here hs is k;n %o both Channlng and Welnbeorg. ‘ But
De¥oto wrote furthor that axp@m&mism had seguired an emotion that was
both new end differsnt. This emotion took form in the ;lt-}aa that 1t was
America's ﬁuati-ny‘ %o -@mﬁ ‘iﬂ*‘h@- free and Mmi;gama institution hy action
as well as by exampls. Hanifeat B&smayﬁmm the label for this emo~
ti.en.ég | o
DeVote was harsh in his criticism of Hexico. He mﬁsed to recog-
nize Mexico a8 a republic, exglaiz;mg that Mexico was ;m the last stage
of the breskdown of the Spanleh empire. Amri;eaf’e annsxation of Toxas
was just the laat eplsgodes in the msim of that em:‘:zn»ég Prostdent
Folk, wrots DeVoto, holped dismember ti;i# ducayed smplire by nking use
of the cleims disputa. His chief motive, DeVoto conceded, was to get
California. Bat Polk did not want nor expsct ware It was only after

war hed srupted that Folk decided on the conquest of Ga&i!‘wm&n.m

673&:@:1&;*& DaVoto, The Yaar of Decision, 18LE (Bostons Houghton
MLfflin Conpany, The Hiverside Frems, Cambridge, AvL3), ppe 111, ix.

68
Ib’»&', ?G ?Q
69 b1di, pe 13
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To explein the ultinate couses of the war, DsVoto subordinated
personalities te Lnaniuete forces and conflicts within the nations Many,
he wrote, folt comsthing unworthy had come over the Amsrican psople.
Thlas was #0 becauss:
thore was ne one to doscribe the tldes of the sun's pulle-no
one %0 soy that the nation was bent out of shape aol only by
uasolived conflicts withip {teslf but slso by the explesion of
forces new to ths esrth.!d
Purthermore, added DeVoto, as no one was sble to dismsct out causes for
Polk's war, many attﬁbuwd the bad effocts of the war to "personal devile.®
One of thess, populerized by Jemss Hussell Lowsll, was the slave conspir-
say: the aption that the éiﬁxiem‘ War was precipltoted for the extonsion
of slave tarrit#ryu These biiondsd m&p‘i», wrote DeVoto, did not sse nor
anderstand that the a;,avary orisls was oune of the sffaects-~sn effect prow
duced by tidal fam@a?a
A more reé:mﬁ worlk then DeVoto's discussing the Hexican War as tzm
result of inevitable axpamléaiat. forces ﬁﬁa Ray A« Eillington'e the Far
Western Frontier, 1830-1860, s volume in The %ﬁ' imarican Nation Series.

In his esrlier but more comprebensive éark, Westward Expansion, Billington
also discussed and analymed the fome& that osuged the ﬁgﬁem Ware Elighe
tesn {orty-six, hs wrois, was Auoricats yoar 61’ decisiong 14 was the ysar
that Americens becane sware of thelr role a® 8 chossn people in a Divine

plan to axtend the srea of fresedom to the Paoific Ocoan. 73

?1§bid¢, P 2‘9&-
2144,
TIng , - e esr
y Allen Billiwgton, The Far Waestern Frontier, 16830-1860 (in

The New smericen Hotion Series, eds. Heary Gteel Comweger and Bichard Be
Morris. Hew Torks harper and Brothers, fo. 19567), pe 1L3.
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he American;people thought and soted in s climete of opinloen

“that caused them td“&ﬁiiava thelr institutions were "e « + of ;unh mag.
nificent perfection that no bonodaries could contain thaa»"7h To the
mind §£ an Avoriosn iﬁr£5a$ fatatul yasr, Bllliogton urnta,'gxpaﬁs;mu
wss "not impertalism, but enforced selvstions® The ayir&tfﬁf Mauifost
'ﬁaatiny uns‘in the eir, and there was no stopplng iha imariﬁana‘?s

This idea of a zplvit op ra:&# betind America‘'s westward march parallels
DalVoto's eéneﬁpt of forces inhsrent in the American earth. Bnth'ﬁleﬁngn
ton eud DeVoto sew this mobivating foree ws somsthing mystical or spiri-
tusl in uaiurm, arid ag 8 pors important compeonent of expansion thsn mere
mater{alistic esconowic goals so pravalent in Beard's and Graebner's Lfnter-
pretations,

Billtngton diagnosad sxpansion as having thran'nmsaf aomponentar
the persistence of tﬁe westward movement, Aserican fear of other natlons,
and the emsrgence of Kanifest Deatiny. Actually, wrote Billington, the
movenent of the plonesrs made expansion inovitsble. Thess hardy advene
tarers demanded iﬁ&t thely government follow them and give thenm protecs
tion. lMNever 4id4 shay think of renaunaing~tb@ir Amgrican heritage. Eveagf
the statesman of the day ﬁaxieyad'that e o+ « where the frontlieramen uan£
the flsg must fallnww@?é

So convinced wes 3{1llington of the inevitability of the Mexlcan

?hﬁay Allen Billingtou, Westwsrd Mxpansion, 4 ﬂiatggg of the Amere
ican Frontier (New York: The ¥oomi Lian 3»@@&@;, 19L5Y, p. 572

Y
7631111&3%»5, Far Western Vrontier, p. ke

-
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War that Le wrote, ®iay with Moxico follewed Americe’s scapansioniest epros
an mevﬁsahlu sn night mu;éna fday. *7?‘ The annexstion of Tewas, cnupled
with Polk's incessant damgnds for Jalifornis, ignited o Lirve of hetred
betusen the United Ststes asd Mexico that only the strongest will could
have resolved. &nd that will was leokting, wrote Billington. Ounly by
cessoless negotistion could war have hesan avolided, but when Kosxlco broke
Mplomatic miaziwa wWith the United States, 31l %. . » hupe of orderly
settleomont was goney movating tensions wers cortain to teding on conflioS.

The inevitalility of the Hextcan Yar, sccording te bdoth DaVoto and

16

Milington, lay primarily, though not exoluaively, fn the Hanifest Destiny

of the Americar pooplo to expand. Hoth bhistopriany emphagised the more

eplritus) side of Xsnifest Dostiny and the mission of Americs ss the msjor

componsnts of expansion. Hore they diffor fyom Beard and Oraebuer who
placed amphesis oo the mors soonoxie or pac&ulary aspocts of expansion.
The most impoptant link between these two groups of histerisns and those
who ssw the war ia terms of unresolved tensions snd emotions was their
belief that the wer was iugvitebla. The prtent fﬁm& nf expaasiocn ware
 teo strongly mbwﬁﬂué in the spirit of the Americen psople %o be hallad
by sny noe person, sven the President of tho United States.

Aoothor school of bistorians, also conterned with Americen expune
sion, chose i-a;a plece gmghr smphagis w‘ Polk angd bie diplommoy then on
expanaton ss the majer cmtﬁwﬁﬁg factor in inttiating the conflict.

Mrog0.
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The President's diplomstic moves, like pawns 1a a choss game, wers analy-
ged and studled in a context of aexpsusionist sentiment. To the writings

of ropresentative historions of this achool we turs our sttention in the

~ following chapter.



YI. OSPANSIONIOM-
POLK AKD FOWER DI PLOMACY

Amorican expsnplionien, s cdominant thews in -wénﬁ&aathwwntury 2t
nmat& of the Kexloan ¥ar, is & complex phenomsnon in the history of the
Dalted States. How vital & wole did expsneionist sentimsnt play in sha-

ping nstional policy? Wara the component forces of expsnsionions-iani-
fest Destiny, olavery oxtension, conmsrcisl profits, snd the westward
noyexant--powerful srough Lo eudroll the Am&z"&m&ﬁ people in & war with
thelir sou m&n nelghbor?

‘ﬁmy historians have not thought soe. While agreelng that s cli-
mate of opinien fevorable $o connvest sxisted in the 18L0's, thesa hise
torians have spokon losn of &xpamwmm in gweral tores and more of
Polk's powsr dlplomacy. Polk was a émam ef his expsncionist enﬂmm
mant, but he way sloo & "doer,™ aa the historisn Seorge Pe CGarrison dese
erived hm.l Although the “horse snd wagon of mmuﬁ,m“ ware mwing,
Folk held the reins and was adble $o direct wum iu aceord with hia owmn
sxpansionint a&m-

Garrison wen one of the first western ﬁiawrti ans to enphasise
%xk'a diplomaey when discusaing the hostile HextesnwUnited States ree
lotione. His volumo, Westwsrd HExtenston, 10841-1850, in the Amsrican

:‘s@wg«a PLores Carrison, Westward %"ttmmim, 1%1«3!5 20 {Vole XVIX
of The Awerican Ratiom A Hietory, eds . s ®e Ae Ho HAPY. »3 Fow Torks
Harper sng. Brothars ars Publishars, Y, pe 207
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Hation Seriss, deseribed the reglon west of the Mississippl River, of
wiich Tezas was o part, and dipcussed the causss for its patilenent.?
¥han Toxae was snnexed Uy the Unlied Blates, Yexlco's rosentment and
declarstion that n state of war existed coused & rupturs in the alrsady
stralnad relaticns between the twe naézmxz‘a.a N thaory of a conapivaoy
is needsed to explaln the war with Mexico," Gerrison wrote. Impatience

on both sldes had reachod the bresking point and pointed 3o a clash of
am**‘\

Bocause of Fexloo's provious threats, Polk had sent Taylor to Core
pus Chriptl to protect Toxas vhen amsexation wes otill pending. Only when
it became known that Tiidell haaﬁ not besn receolvad, wrots aa:érmm, g1d
Taylor move to the Rio Orands. It is cignificant, he ataeted, that untild
the time of Taylor's move, Maxieco had neds no distinction between its
cloim to territory cast of the Ao Crande snd ite cleim to all of Taxas.
Tharefors, in YMsxican opinlon, the moment Tayloy went into Tsxas he had
invaded thelr territory; the dlatinetion was wade only when Tsylor moved

to the Rlo mﬁmm.g
Barrison characterized Tolk a8 a "doer,” a person not afraid of
dangar, who falled to see tha whols truth, snd whose mind, once made up,

wes unchangeable! . There cen be ne doubt, Carriscn stated, of Polk's % . .

2 . : R T ‘ ‘
Hichael Kraus, The Writiog of Awericsn History (iorman: University
of Oklahoma Preas, 19537, ps £€32s '

3&&::&%&, op. cit., pp. 188-201.
bipig., p. 201.

S5Totde, pp 20220k
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sincers Taith in the rightasvsness of his own purponss and of thé-‘ma:m

LY

he usged to _atta&n mm. o Garrison juntified Polk's noans by ble ends.
Thave were vory few, hs sontended, vho, though condamning Pollk's sethods,

would want to ssw his sork ﬁﬂcﬁama? Jasse 8. Rosvos, who reviewsd Garrie

- gon's book ia the &'-@sﬁean'mamrimi Roview, criticized Garrison's rea-
sonjng thet the end justified the PO8TE . ifa urote that Polk's adeinle«
tration conld oot be judged by its resulis when the motives and methods
wara iwpmpar;g, But d1¢d Garrioon belleve Felk'e motives were wrong?
ot antirélyu

Garrlson firet assured the reader that Polk wes sincers in his bo-
lief that Grost Bpitain vould toke possession af *’Jsﬂ.’afmr:ﬁu s although
iitile evidenco was found i‘o# guch 2 emxaimsiam? 81idell wab thon sont
to Hexloo to offect & peiesful sattlomsnt and would heve besn received,
socording to Garrison, haed it not been for the shakiness of the fexican
governnant. Poll, who bad no iﬁmnﬂ on af vaing aggressive reasures o
carry out his plas to socquire Californis, was not adverso to forcing
Healco's hend when he lsarmed Slidell had besn refused. %ns&quantly,

10

Taylor wee sent to tha Ro Grende.” Only when negotiation had failed,

goncluded Caryison, did Pelk force 2 confliot} "the aost valid eritictien

6Xb&ﬁv s P 207.

TIbia.

resce 5. floevoe, Raview of Westward Zxignsion, 18L1-1850, by Oeorge

F. Oarri son, Avericsn Hlstoricel Review, Xil (April, 1907)y pe 67ke

Garrison, op. cite, ppe 209-210
}‘beiﬁt; PP 220, 225,

IR
P
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of Pollk's ammwimmw PR mm& on tha wakmwa and dlaorganication
of ¥Werdow.® w1 Patience, which uarmﬁm believed would have gotlen tiow
whera, hed no place in Polk's administration; delay wes neltber in accord
with the epirit nor practice of Polk'ls &&minimmti.ma} 2

Publisghed one yesr after Gerrizon's book was Eﬁ&gvaa* hietory of
the diplomacy during tm adwinistrations of Tyley and Polk. Resvez, take
ing a new epproach, stated that the Vexioan %Wer and the ennexation of o
Texss were tws distinct eplscdes iw the -exmaaian to the southwest. The
annexation of Texas,.he wrole, was definitely tot m#-uaum of the Hexie
am; Wars Howover, scme similoriiies batwesn the two events .gﬂiﬁ existe
both were at the sxpense of Hexico sud both reflected the expansionist
desires of the American ;:awutb fbe alavery question, Hseves stated,
rather than aiding tois amasism, had slowed it down a;'xd ainost defeated
14,38 |

The falee view tbat slaw;‘y was belidnd Q.hw expaneion had its oris
gin, according to Reeves, in a af:&mh by Jobn Ruincy Adems in 3.%38 in the
Rouse of Representatives. J&y’ hed expoundad this view in his books, which
lotey became the basic for vouo Iét?s}.a!;'s interpretation. 15 Calboun hed wmade
matters worse vhen he wrote his letiers to the British Forelgn Minister,

%hiét'_’ pe 2264
22rpia., p. 227

Pyosee 2. Heaves, Americen I}iplma Undar Tyler and Polk (Daltie
vorer The John Hopkine Press, 1§3’I} . Dr —

mibiéa 2 P 59,
}*ﬁ’xhlﬂv 'S Po 9{}0
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Fakecham, defonding the mnncxation of Texas o8 8 nesded protection for
the Jouth against Exitish atiampts to abolish alavery in Texos. The pow
sult of these latters, Hesves wrote, robbed snaaxaﬁiaa.of s nstlionsd
chisracier end geve L4 o seotisnal blas. The slave i&aﬁe-haﬁ sgein hale
tod aﬂnwxamiﬂu;lﬁ

vhen annexstioo finally succesded, Alwonte lefd ¥Washiogton. Zhis
act, Reeves believad, ended ths story of the aanexstion ol Texos; it had
ne further connection with the Hexican Wse. FLf Polk had no ulterior de-
signs upon Nexico $he Mexican War would not heve $sken place,® he uraﬁa‘&?
Heorein lay the orux of Reeves' thosis concarning the causes of tho wert
Folk wanted Uslifornis snd ths boundary quastion geve hin his chauce te
get 18,38

Paevas then snslyged the fnstructions sent to S8lidell. Thesa ine
structions plus the nature of Farrot’s glusion to ﬂ%x&cﬂ, whom Polk had
sent to pave toe way Lfor Slidell, proved conclusively o Rosves that the
Hexioan Var was not the result of Texas snnexation; the attempt at reop=
suing diplomstic rolations with Yexlco had been for the purposs of sacure
ing California ﬁy purchase. In these instroctions was the keynote to
Polk's aggressive policy of expansion. Bisply, it vas to got territory

for the sssumption of dedts that ¥exics could not n@yaig

B1hide, pe 137
17nid., p. 289,
Broi4., po 267
Y1ntd., pe 275
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Fblh,'a@avaa‘ﬁgﬁtxnuad, khan:aambinadvmilitary moves with bls dipe
lozasy. Teylor was sent to the Alo frands, ?ré&aat o G#iifgrnia,‘end
Piliespie on his socret mission. L1l were part of the Qama 992£¢y.a§
Hecves belleved that 4t would have besn 0o sacrifice of nstional self-
respeet hod Folk sent @ cootdssioner rather thau s rinistor, wwon Mexloo
could ot very well éaﬁaptaal - As sovon a8 the wlesion had feiled, aggreéa-
sive moves were planned. The olesh of Taylor's treops weas & lucky inci-
dant for Tolk, who had alresdy determiued to declers war on Eexino.zg

Conoluding, Moevos wrote %@aﬁ the Fexican Waer was not the result
of the snnexation of Ihxas,'but rat&av.thﬁ rosult of conguest, the fulw

fillment of Folk's desigas on Celifornia. Wer, Reeoves believed, would

buve bosn declared sven if thers hed bsen no confiict on the Klo Grande.>
The interpretation expounded by Carrison gnd Hpeves wes reinforced
by bistoriens writing in the 1920's snd 1930's. In 1921, Hatheniel Ve

Stephenson wrote a volume, fa3xas and the Mexican Wer, in Jue Chremlcles

of smorica Series. In thls brisf but lecld sccoant the suthor portrayed

‘Polk a8 o wan torn betwsen tuo desires. Un one hand ¥olk was an expat-
sionlet and wented Californls from the hostile HMexicons, but on the other

hend he wanted to aveid ware. Torn betwsen these tws pulls, the President,

Etaphanson wrote, had to mansuver to hring.abag;‘u schers of his aﬁnl Big

2929&3., P 28&.
$¥g§5g., pe. 2814
2?§§&§¢, pp. 285, 287.
231b1d., p. 206.
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first move was to try sud rsopen diplomatic relations with .%ms.ca.m“
Stephenson was not ae Lharadb toward Polk &8 was dsever. Situphane
son explalned thet Folk was M;néram oi the ﬁaxican_ character and Julsely
concluded that the Texes affalr was a e&é&ed'mams It was not. Little
d1d Polk realize that Nexican public opinion wag ®ignorant, vislonary,
2L

sensitive, and eoraged sgalost the Unlted Sistes.® ¢n no scaouat,

statad Stephenson, ‘enuld‘aﬁy Hexicsan government receive an Amgrican
ss&ma%s.% 3

&itephaﬁwn 'partmluay& ws.th ﬁaé-vaa, too, iu hiﬁ‘ appreisel of Sli-
dell's ipetractions and Uolk's wotives for sending bim to Hexico. ibereas
Ragves believed Folk wémtsﬁ ﬂaliﬁ'm‘.nm aud hoped Im g6t it through Slie
dell's nission, Stephenson felt that Polk's resl purpaae‘ in Slidell's
edenton wes tu get Mexico to secept the Hlo Grande as the bouadary upon
America’s sscumpbiop of Bexico's claiwms dam.m Buy Stephunson ackuowe
ledgad tiot Polk had & further snd dearer aime He sew tho germ of ance
thor Wexas lu Gslifornia. 2t Hie pelicy for Californis, wrote Etephenson,
wss based oo two factors: 1the wovement of Ammrican settlers into the |

~ . _ 29
Egersmento Valley and the foar of British designs to get California.

zaﬂzthaniéei Y. 3tephenson, Texas end the i@axic&:ﬁ War; A Chrenicle
of the Winnin§- of thae Southwest (Vol. XALV of The Chronicles of America
ade &

Saries, lau Johnsons 60 volS.y New Havenr Yale University Fress,
21bide, pe 179
261414,

€71pig., p. 161
Brosa.
29:b$.€30’ P 1331
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To prevent the lattsr, Polk, through 51idell, offered Xaxioce noney.
However, ™inte this shifting scene of Hexican polities stepped John Bildell,
the king's psun in Polk's vislon of ‘g;sma#‘nl imperialiasm, only to find that
Herrers's Qovernment was in & pan;aﬁ*’:m Polk, wrote Stephsuson, faced &
didenme. \Eﬁs now realizad that @amiﬁmia would elude his greap 'nulaaa
Americs went to wars But would Congross epprove of war? Folk's one ree
eourse lay in § defennive wor, a war to ﬁrn%éct”?axaa fyrom Maxicsn attack.
Regerdless of s guestionable doundery, Polk was sure he could count on a ‘
majority of amgrsael '

Not to be caught napping, the determined President, even while
boping for s peaceful settlemsnt through negotistion, " « « had kept a
hand behind his back, and in 1t he held his wa&mm..”:"z | The srmy and
navy had been ér&nmﬁ to a positicn of readinsss and orders had been sent
to :&ze Faci fle end Gulf squadronsy Uenersl Taylor had been ordered to move

33 When the news of Slidell's .mﬁw%an NEE e~

his forces into Toxas.
ceived, Taylor was ordered to the Rio Orande. Xven before this, wrote
Stephenson, Polk had ué.'gw upon his cablnet g war pelicy. Thon, “as 4if
by magle Polk'a mriﬁan-ci«rw« Fate tind thus suddenly sod unexpectedly

filied bis hend with t,ramaam*‘w news of fighting haed resched the ¥Wid te

Orbid., ps 184
33‘23&;_. s Pe 185.
BEM” pp. 185-186.
BBM., pe 1B6.

%ﬁéﬁu pps 186~187.
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Houam35 Polk's dreams become real possibilities.
Several other historians of the West, such as Cardinal Goodwin,
Frederic Paxson, and Frederick Jackson Turner, also wrote on the Mexican

-Ware (oodwin, in the early twenties, wrét.a The Transf-ﬂis.sisa&ppt Hest,

in which he based his condlusions on Reeves' interpretation accusing Polk
of preparing to use force to carry out his plan# for expansion. ¥When
peaceful methods failed, ?am; not content with Texas alone, hoped for ‘

EE : 3
war.% Paxson, another close studsent of the wastern frmtier,x

contenw
dad that Polk falsely imerp;véted his alécts_.on as a mandate for expan=
sion. This was not the case, ?éxson .explainedy rather, 1t was Clay's
", « o trimming between the forces for slavery and aéaiﬁaﬁ it [ﬁxaf]
alienated northern %ﬁﬁig votes. w38 The abolitionist.vote for James A.
Birney cost Clay New York and hence the eleet_iomsg

The snnexation of Texas, Paxson ‘st'ated, was part of the frontier
movement, the "most American thing in all ﬁmrica;" and i‘:; was unfortun~
ate, h.é wrote, that amexation had becone eréﬁmiled with the alév‘ery

Lo

question. Fyurthermore, Paxson believed that Polk :éaali zed annexaticn

BSIbid., Po 186.

30arainal Goodwin, The granswmssiamggi West, 1803-1853; A His-
tory of Tts Acguisition and Settlement (New York: D. Appleton and Come

pany, 1922)s PPs L{0who3e

3kraus, op. cite, pe 292,

{Boston: Houghton Mifflin Company, Jc. 1921/)s P+ 353

38 L :
Fraderick Paxson, History of the American Frontier, 1763-1893

P 1bid.
4Or454., p. 351.
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probably #mld mean warj but rather than vfaarin_g it, Polk welcomed war.

thnr war seamed aiow in coming, Paxson wrote, Polk hastened 1%; he had

a wer miéasage planned based on American grievasces bafore news was heard
IS e e e T —

'cbngcruing Taylorts fighting., All Polk did wes to sMft his reason for

—— e—

aar.m Regarc!laaé of xdm the aéﬁraasar was, concluded Paxson, war was

L2

irrepressible without Polk's going for it.

Paxson sharply disagreed with Reeves' opinion that the conguest
of California was & major causa £or‘ the war. Instead, Paxzon belleved
that the war hastened the conguest, but did mot csuse the conquest of
Cd ifornia. That, wrote the frontier historian, had been going on for
8 long time by the peaceful psnetration of the moving frontier. This
nmovenment would have praﬁuééé the sgme msqlta in Celifornia as it had
in Texas and Oragm.m

The New England hiﬁs‘borian, Senuel E» Morison, gave ﬁpqeial atteon-
tion to refuting these historians, Garrizon awong them, who bellioved war
© ingvitable becsuse of Maxican imsismma that a#ll of Texes belonged to
‘it. Therefore, the argument ran, as scon ap Polk had ordered Taylor to
bk

cross the Ssbine, he had actually invaded Hexico. Morison contended
that thie argument was folse because it did not take into account the

Latin unwilllngness to acknowledge a fsit accompli. Had Polk besn con-

U21mid., pp. 356-357.
Wrira., p. 367.

“‘Smuel s Morison, The Oxf ) '
e Mo » The Oxford History of the United States, 1783~
1917 {london: Oxford University Prese, I§§8§, Ps 75«
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tant mm *rems mly, and had he not z*eae:had out for movre, Mexico would
never have initiated & war..ﬁg he maln objective of the war, Horison de-
lieved, was the conquest of Gﬂ“fﬁ?ni_‘ﬂh

i’ubliahéd ;;mthumgm}y. in the 1?3&% vas an incpwhté m%nﬁsar.im
by the most caicbrated historien of the West, Fraderick Jackson Turner.
In bis hisiary, The Ea&ﬁed ﬁmt‘ésg 1830-1850, Turner studied the influan~

ces of the various s&atmmez on the éwel&pmmﬁ of the Unfitad 5 atatea.h?

This sactiaml appremtﬁ& was ‘aptly &uwatramd tn ks diecuosion of the

split between Calboun and Folk and thelr A48 fference 4n approsch to expan~
sion. Tarner expitéiaaﬁ Calhout Qu"mé' reprosentative of the South Carow
line snd Sonth Atlantic mections who wes primerily interested in the power
of the ala#ﬁhhmmgg .&w‘fh; ‘s dgperibed Polk az a8 Tennessssn who was chiefly
interested in csrrying forward the traditional aa&wé wovenent of the
piloneer., This soctionsl interpretation clesrsed Folk from the abolitions
"i.asts' charge that be was 8 tool of a siaveholding consplracy. S Torner
srote that ia splte of the bitwl controversy between North sod South,
whick only hindered the snnaxsetion of Texes, 1t was the Miselssippl Valley.
and the north and.south @e%:t.rn}. ragions that were eagsr for snnexstion and

expausion te the ?‘ar"iﬁ‘e%‘m

&5‘}31&: $ ?’ ?60
hﬁlﬁbi&q Pe 856 ,

LTnonals H. I‘Iugridge, :almche P Molrum, m« ﬁay Py Basler, 4 Guide
to the Study of the United States of America, The Library of Congress (st
ington: Covernment Frinting Uffice, 1560), p. 369, note no. 3357,

. UBproderick Jackson Turner, The United Stetes, 1820-1850: The Hation
mé Its Seetions (Mew York: Henry Holt and Company, Jcs 1933/), pga. Pe 573y 560s

U1ptd., pe 537
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Tercer did not Llame the expans&aﬁigt fever for causing the Mexican
Wars \‘Imtu& s he stated that Folk determined ¢n use ths boundsry qaaeﬁm
and the elaims cuestion to bring on a mtiitery situation that would force

Mexico to sccede to bis pmmaalmse

Thege proposals weres aimed not only
#Y getting Toxaas, but also Fsw Mexico and Cﬁ}.ifam‘m; this desire to got
California, ‘turoar méo‘w, no doubt infloenced Folk's dirsctive ordering
Teylor to the Rlo ﬁrmde.-gl

Hobard 21; Sterberg, probably if‘alk"':a sevarest crﬂw in the twen-
tieth century, slso velieved Polk initiated the war for amxgmahgﬁ In
two articles in 393L #ddi1935 Stenberg took to tesk the body of oplnion
sxumpllfied by Justia ﬁxéith; mnng agwggas Polk of double-crossing
Senstor Benton by rejecting Bonton's gxaﬁ for annexation. Benton's altere
native to outright ancexstion by joint resglution vas to diaregard 3‘51:;?
rosolution and seek a trosty with Texas ’th_n?. would need Sonate approval.
This alternative was provided by ‘ﬂzmgmsa ém‘*&ng the closing days of Tye
ler's adminiatration. ﬁmm& contended that i’uik had explicitly pro-
mised Banton and his colleaguas, aemtarﬁ Tappsn and Blalr, that he would
go along with the Henton or Senste method for snnexation and rejsct the
Houss or joint resclution m»wo&. He did noty Texas was sunexed by the
House .ghn.‘s‘a

5{}1h£d0’ pg 5233.
5"1&:&@, p. 563

529@::”4 R stémmrg, “the Fallure of Polk's Mgxican Wer Intrigues
of 1845," Pacific Historical Review, IV, (1935), p. 67.
, 53&30&:&& H. Stenberg, "President Polk and the Annsxation of Texas,®
Southwestern Secial Science Quarterly, XIV, (March, 193L), p. 33k. ‘
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Btenberg's svidence for this suppozad .amu‘blawcmm was the pubs
lished testimonlee of Sanators Tappan and Blair. They testified that
| had Polk not mwda such g commitment, they would never haye voted for
ths House p-’lamﬁ* tvidence to tha contrary, stated Stenberg, was based
- solely on Polk's ﬁar}agg " The alternstive for the historioan was to goe
capt eithsr the word of the gentlemsn or to believe thsat they had tried
to''frams’ Polk. Both sl des cannot be ri ght- That £lalr and Tappan would
try to frame Polk agzﬁarm absurd to fﬁm@eré, considsering the high chare
goter of both men. Alzmp, wrote Stsnberg, thowgh Pelk denied the charge,
he parsueded his friends to testify ;a his bshalf in 38LE and would not
face his sccussrs. In view of this, Qterberg preferred not to believe
Polk but ta accept the am:fzizm ‘ﬂmt Polk had 't‘ii.mhaé on & provige and
double~cropsad Bonton end his i‘z:llw&s*mgﬁ .
Stenbaerg aitmkmi bat&'&mith. atd mv;w fop thelyr conclusion, bnsed
on Slidell's mission snd ‘La‘_m‘mctimm y that Polk had peaceful intantions.
X% is nmaasar;y., &tu}:wng a‘mmd? to exsmine Polk's diplomacy bsforc the

57 Stagberg accepted the iesﬁimﬂ? of Preaident Jones of

Blidell wmission.
fexus stating thot befors annexstion Folk hed tried to incite Texas to
eenguer ndditional disputad territory and theresby precipitate wer with

¥oxieo. Jones claimed he had rofused, preferring to leave to Polk the

Shrpsa., pe 335

551pde, pe 336

61nd., ppe 339-349.

575tonberg, "Me Failura of Polk's Kexican War Totrigues,® p. 39.
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responsibllity of starting @ %mi% |

Stenberg then interjected that thare wag no rsason to donbt Jones?
word. VYbeu Polk pledged the Blo Orande to Toxes, he succesded in provoke
ing & war with ﬁeﬁca.% Az further proof of Jones' veracity, Stenberg
cited anaﬁimny of the British minister in Toxas, Tlliot, which corrobore
eted Jonen' statemsnte. The only reason aritmvs doubted Jores' story,
Stevberg charged, was that 4t was not consistent with the Slidell psace
mhselon.  Actuslly, Stenberg wrote, Flidell's mission waz just a new Pim
by Polk to nnem.ﬁm‘mm_ The whole thmg was probably » hoax. Pollk
wanted 3 warg he stmr:gly dezired the northern Fexican terri wry.w

Fot quits =m0 hm;sh on Polk ware ths four diglnmtié?fmetariaw.
James Morton Callahan, Samiel Flsgg Ssmia, Thors A« ﬁail&}, and Juliuvs
We Pratte A complete wolume on Hexican-United States relations wos write
ten in the early thirties by Callaban. e ‘wli@wﬁ that the soquialtion
of %nlimmm woas the ohief 'ah;;aaﬁva of Polk's forelgn policy. Tt was
for this resson that Polk tried to raopen diplomsti ¢ relations by sundlng
ﬁnéen to Mexigo f;itywm %'léxwan throsta of war, wich made the ‘i‘axas
border s mrmwal srea, prompted Polk to dispatch Taylor snd his srmy.
fileo, Calluhen wrote, this show of force was in preparation for a possi-

ble show of force against I*@éxiea;ez

581btg., pe LO.
59!?)&‘3»,'9& Ll

601&31{’», Q"}a 621, 65, 6?0

m“Jama ;mﬁm Callahsn, kmwu'm Foreign leie ia xnxiaan Rah«-
tioas (New York: - The Haerd 1an Company, 19327,

CEZ blﬁt p P 3149 .
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flolk then developed a new palicy, wmrﬁing to Callghan. ﬁp}m
bearing frow Larkin that meny Cslifornians wers disloyal to ¥exico, Folk'
boged to get Californie with the help of a spontancous uprising of the
93@913.53 Then vews resched the Ffrasldent thet Elidell ﬁzaé been rejacted.
Thie, opinad Callshan, happaned becauss of Hexico's stubborn snd onrese
sonable sttitude.55 A direct result of S1idell's failure was Polk's ore
dering Taylor to the Rle Grsnde. Then Qaatmr voriable snterad the com=
plex situstion. Folk wos visited by stacha who hed glowing Ldeas of Sante
. hona's planced retura to ﬁexim with Unlted 5mtaa' help and mf him wil-
lingness to sell Cali;farnia to the famriamm m.ww non &ais eonfidon-
ti.a1 cazmunicat&an « « « [that7 Polk based & large part of hiw later
plars. ,,55 Hea. ﬁm&.éacx Lo mmbme dmlzmacy with military force. Folk's
decision fop mrnm} wt.mn mt with appraval xm ﬁm grounds thet ’ems*
waa Justifled t:y‘ T » o the delingoencies and hostllities and obstinasy
of Nexicos » » v.ﬂé‘&;_ |

Balley, Pratt, end R‘-’*?xﬁ.a have wrltten textbooks used in canvga
coupges in American d&p&ambic history. Quite na‘:»umny their £nt,arpm-
tations of the Hexican War have hsg a vant iufluence. The oldest of the

three is Denls' 4 Diplomatie ?}&%ﬁ?}: of the Unlted Ststes. Hemis both

criticised and defended Polk. Mexico's diplomatic brask with the Unlited

631bsde , pe 150.

Sbzig., poe 154-155.
65&3,“@;, ppe 156-157.
6ipid., pp. 159, 161.
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Btates aod continuel threats could pm&amyﬁme been regarded es 2 diew
claration of war, wrote Bemis. Thus, ?alk getit Teylor into Texss only
for z:mtmticsg;ﬁ? |
That Polk had been resscnable with Mexico vae ;aazyly shown in bis
instructions to 511dell, wrote Bemis. Polk
¢ o « vould have welcomed a war std lt.iséj conquest of covaled
tarritory, and he was determined to havs Californis, it he
cortainly gave Mexise every chance for a peacseful seiilemsnt,
Bile of indiapitable Mexlon territorysCh oIt MU
By refusing to negotiste with S1idsll, Mexicoe played right into Folk's
hands. In a challonglng way, Awmericsn troops were sant to the #lo Orande.
8411, conjactured Bevis, Polk might bave avoided a clash 4£ ho had kept
. Taylor mxt of the disputed aree, Ry o o it M te difficult to condonn
hig nove uum the circumatonces. « ,“69. Polk bad ailowad Yioxico to
begle the war, but withoot sny dishonorsblse metion on bis part o preci-
oltate £t. 10
Foth Bailey snd Frati take s more ecleptic view, Both siressed
that 1t was net slevery that motivedod the setilewent and sunexstion of

Texass Pratt found the snswer in geographty rather than in alwwy,?l

67%:&«% Flagg Bomis, A Dip am&m Eiator af ﬁw United States
(New York: Henry Holt and Company, Jo. 1 @5, Pe 23

E81m d,, Pp. 235-236.
59xma., pp. 237, 239
1t de, pe 2k

ﬂau:uus W. Pratt, A History of U n Pold
# . ol baﬁ mmhﬂ ¥ore Poliey (Zne
glewood CLALLs, ¥u J.3 Prentice-Nail, Inces 1 BEFY, ps 325.
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while Bailey explained it as part of the westward mwmnmm %"mﬁt g
tad four mejor causes of the war: MHewxican resentment aver the annaxation
of Texas, the dispute over the soutbwsstern boundary of Texas, the fai lupe
of Merkco to pay 148 claing dedt, sud Polk's enxioty to pet Talifornts for
the United ﬁtatna-% To get Californie, Polk oid some sabre rattling to-
hely the negotiations, wrote Pratt. hen 8lidell was refused, Folk then
ehose 2 war 3-:5 punish the wesk }%xﬁc:m ’@am*a attitode towsrd Mexieo
from first to last corbined simullspects gestures with the sword and the
‘a}.w» branch,® Peagtt conecluded. 74

Batley aleo aé‘éiﬂt;amm that Folk was determined to force the war
after S18dell hod heon rejected. Hatley balisved ther would have been
o war at the particular time snd placs it occurred had Taylor not been
gent to the Ris Urande. Tolk &4 not want war, provided he eovld get Calie
fornis peacefully, but Polk had not leanad over backwards o avold hooti-
lities. He probably weloconed wer, thought Bailey. %He wonld have been
% Jittle less then human L8, in the olivcumstonces, he had ﬁatﬁw

Polk's reputation was enhonced se blistorlass resliced he was 2 man
of Lortitude snd not one who mum ba the “lupo® of any slave conspirascy.
In the serly nineteen forties Hohert Glass Cleland wrote s histery of

California. Polk, he concludod, was " .« « an expansioniet as mmltzté

T2, ThHomas A. Bailey, A mplumtw History of the American Pao 1
{aixtz editiony Sew Yorkt Appletan-Contury-Crofte, 10Css JOe 19"
p. 238,

73}’3' ﬂt%,: g&a ma $ P w?.

Thrysa., pp. 246, 2UB.

?513&110;, 8ps oite, p. 258,
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and zealovs as Andrew Jsckaon himselfe ﬂ?é Polie, bovever, was s o ' #n
‘expensioniot not beonuse he came from the South, but becsvuse he belonged
to the ’eéem‘**n Clolsnd sptly demcribed Folk's v&_rmanaze beiief in Awerica's
dentiny to expand to the Facific; 1% Y. . « wes ps degp~reooted in his conw
victions,® he wrote, "as the rigid Calvinistic theolopy to which he sub-
serxbad.**m |

Arthor Schlssinger, Jdr., ia his The Are g'éemk:mﬂ, slae polatoed
to Polk's ¥iaehip with tize Jackeonian spirit; one which ". « + Essumed
the socisl exlstence and politicsl nonaxistence of slovary. « o ‘“79
Both Clelsod and 3thas§ng¢r, elong with {ialhat_m‘s blographer Charlss
¥, ¥Wltse, enphesized Polk's reliance on power 4iplomacy. In regard to
Galifernia, Clasland steted that Polk wag &aﬁersatgﬁ in nationsl growth
and eosxerolal supremacys he ssw Yexieo's weak held and realized 4t would
'be elther Amspyica or Zogland whe galned the poasession. Upon this ?:mm-
ledge, eonoludad Cleland, Polk formulatad 2 polley of peaceful mmm&im.sﬁ
Schlesinger, emphasigting the less peacsful aspects of Polk's policy, wrote
thet rews of wer on tho Ro (rande srrivad 2ust in time to destroy all op-

position to Polk's plans for gairlng by fores what he could not get by

.?&r |
Roburt Class Clelend, From Wildernass to Empire, & Hlstory of
California, 15L2+1500 (Yew Tork: AiTred A. Kna‘pf,%, pe A970
Tingd,
Brp1d.

"Warthur K. Schlesinger, Jr., The Age of Jackseon (Bostons Little,
Brown and Compary, 1945}, pe L52. -

aaﬁlghné, spe cite, pp- 197, 23,?{
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81 .
unegotiation. Wiltse bellievaed that Taylor's mova to the Ale Orande was
part of 8 policy of power dipiam::yﬁg

Teo of the most recent works dealing with Polk and the Hexican War,

at least in part, sre Glyndon G. Van Deusen'e The Jackeonkan Era, 1628—»13&8,

and Charles A. HMeCoy's Polkt and the Presidency. Van Teusen dovoted several

chapbers to the war with Mexico. Primarily, bis analysis centered on ths
snnazation of Texas and the ts:z;umwy dwpﬁia betweon Eax&m and the Undted
States. Van ﬁaaa@n stated thot the Mexican sttituds was warlikey Herrera
had declered ‘t&:’é‘t 'wgz* was lmminent 86 soon ef annoxation had besn comple-
teds Az & mmﬁt, Tavlor was moved by Polk %o Corpus ﬁhr:.agi.. This posed
a problam. Van ﬁa&xs@n bBelieved that Tavlorle move was & gubiset for negow
tia?;im and not awapg?aiah.% Folk's action, he further expleined, wes a
geme of blaff; the Prusident had hoved to scare Faxieo into a penssful
gettlomnt of all the digputes arzﬁi{?%e henestly beliaved his actions would
prevent war, not atart ona. But E”ﬂl;k lost the gamam*

The origing of the war, Van Deuasn miﬁwimd, lay g:eﬂly in the
unsatisfied claiws, but chiefly §n the expansionism of the 18h0's. Polk
must share ths blamej his desire for the Rio mmnéa boondary and for addie

tional territory so embittered the Hexicens and Inflamed Asericenh publie

&%czhleaizzgar, ©Rs Sites po h52.

#26harles M. Wiltse, Join C. Calhoun, Sectionalist, 18L0~1FS0 {Inde
ignapolis: Bobbe-Merrill Compeny, INGrp fGe 195L7)s Pa 2608

ﬂg‘ﬁlynﬂm Ge Van Dousen, The Jacksonian Bra, 102B«18LE (in Tha New
Amerioan Notien Series, ods. Benry Gteel Commager and Richard B. Morrise
Wew York: Eerper and Brothers, Publishers, fe. 19$97), pp. 21k, 215.
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opioion that it led both nations to the point of war. When manu’
failad; Polk wes determinsd oo war andl the Mexican attack made it fnevie
table. &5 * |

The mnst recant study of Polk in his capacity as chisf executive,
written by Charles he FoCoy, added little to Hexican War hieiorm‘graphw
His work was based primsrily on Reaves'® interpretetion of Polkts handling
of the war. Holoy broke the period fnts two parfods: the first was when
Polk tried to mix diplomaey and force to get New Membco and Califerntia,
the second was the existence of var. 26

the resolution leaving the boundary open te future sottlement,
¥eCoy explained, gave Folk his chence to get ﬁali.fnmwu Pelk had hoped
to uee the boundary question 86 g wedge, but his potions were blocked
when diplomatic relations wars swamd.ﬁ? In an é!.'tm‘t to reopen negoe
tistione, Polk ment Slidell to MHaxirco, but whon 81idell was yefused,
Polk used this as an excuge to esnd miutgrg foreas to Mn..tmy the din~
puted territory. Polk wes ™. .+ » deternined to galn by ane what he
had falled te win by negotiation. A8 i wae nade casier, s Polk was
able to utilise his suthority as comma ndor-in-chief to direct wmilitary
forces: ol the United States. By doing so, he succesded in presenting to

' Jongress an acoomplished war which they had no chofce but to uwspﬁ.w

®1via., p. 22k

ﬁﬁﬁbrarlaja A. Melop, Pollk and the Prasidancy {Austin nfveraity
of Texas Pl%&&,_ w&g), e 9}.&0 '

87 7nsa.
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The one unifying theme of thesé interpretations, with expansionism

taken for grented, was that Folk used force to gain what he could not get

by peaceful nmeans. Kistorians are divided as to whather Polk forced Kox-

ico's hand so as to conquer California or merely to settle the Texan boun~
dary. Unlike the writers in the previous chapter, these bistorisns saw
natbi‘.ng inevitable about the war. Expansionisn pmidsd a; climate of
opinion, but not an inmitiating force for ware JYuo cmdam.ning Polk as an
aggrossor, this body of lxiat&riane has returned to the !.a‘ieaa. of i’aik's
Whig adversasries. Whigs sizciz és Corwin, Balénn, and‘ Aahﬁnn, had slso |
believed Folk forced the war; so éid the ahuls.uénists; Exeept for the
slave conspirscy Lnterpretation of the abolitionists, both the contgmporé
ary ¥Whigs and abolit&miéta could c_.la.&xﬁ progeny among these modern Mexi-

ean War historians.



SMHARY AUD CONCLUSION

* A stody of the 1iteraturs of the Hoxican Wer revesls that until
the early twentieth century, st least, interpreletions wavered 1ittls
from those avenues of causstion 1aid down by contemporarics of the event.
It was Polk's wer, & war for conquest, an infamous war to extend slavery,
or & rightecus war to repel Hexlcsn sggression.

The antislsvery Whig and abelitionist volcas were dominant in the
latter balf of the sinetoentd century. ﬁna}.tégubly opposed to the war,
abolitionist writers decried the war as sn unjust act of & viclous slave-
holding conspirecy to inorease slave territory. ‘helr arguments were
given sdded vitality by the émtimgl #mﬁmvargy over alavéry« Typloal
of this abolitionist orti tjmﬁ,m was ‘%hniaw Delann's charge thot the war
was “unholy, unrighteous, and damnsble.” Tho Fhiladelphis North Americen

charscterized Mexico as the "Poland-of America.”
he most important contemporary history was ¥illiam Jay's A Roview

of the Causes and Conseguences:of the Maxican War. Jay's %alave conspir-

acy™ interpratation of the ;uw pav:nﬁ the iﬁ‘-y for subseguent ebolitionist
historisng ia the ninetesnth century. His views cen de traced through
Livermore, Henry, Schouler, Ladd, and ’im Holst. Cpposition to this abole
itiauiﬁ vigwpoint in the nineteenth éi;,uzury was virtually non=existent.
This monopoly of biasod history left s logsoy most detrimental to the
reputation of the United States and of Prasident Polk. ' The Americen gow-
ernxant was 8 Ywar loving government” and Polk wsa characterised as a

tyrant and slevemonger. Americs was a wolf that bad devoured the fnnocent
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Igmb Mexieo to satisfy a hunger for California snd more. slave pens.

These historisns, gmmaﬁé with @ mrii forvor, wrote with a ﬂglx’h—-
eous superiority. Sure of their own interpretations, these wellwmesning,
but narrow-minded historisns were m' ima? ﬁmti-nmg the mote in thely oppo-
nenta’ syes that they failed to ses the bean ‘in.;x theiyr own. In light of
more recent scholarship, much of thely interpretation hae been lovalidated.
"My, Polk's war® was not necessarily a slsveholders' war.

‘mm apinions a‘ﬁ strong a8 the abolitionists, but with volces more
falnt, ¥exican War vetersnus such as NMansfield and Ripley contyibuted to
the llterature of the Mexican War. Refls cting the iotense nstionalism of
the day end their pride in America's military achisvements, these writers
and othere, such ss Hughes, Jenkins, Claiborne, and Furbor, belleved it
was Amorica's duty to defend its boupr sgainst a perfidious and aggressive
Kexico.

It waw beyond thfair vision to ses both sldes of the diespute. Come
plex iamm were made simple by the fact that Mextco bad attacked Avericsn
troope. Americs was foraed to rataliste. In the apirit of Folk's war
meseage, these men believed that Nexiocs had shed American blovd on Amori-
can soil. Wes it not, wrote Msnsfield, Divine predestination that America
conquer a wildornesa? After the Civil War this school of opinion sll but
diaed. ?hé abolitionlist viewpolnt was doninanty anything to the contrary
was anathems.’ -

Bafore the alose of the nineteenth century, bowever, romblings of
discontent end reaction wers evident. A viclent storm of santi~-abolitionist

sentinent swept Mexican War historiography. In 1899, Bourns published his
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article in the fmepicas Historicsl Soview disassociating slavery exten~
sion from national expansion. RPolk, he wrote, was an expsnsionist on
behalf of the naticnsl domaln, not slavery. Owen folt it his duty to
refute and counter every viewpoint of the abolitionist historians. Within
a dacade a full-fledged revision of amliﬁmaiae soncsptions bad taken
place. listorien aftsr historian dissactod the older view: Adams invess -
tigated Beitish intereat in Taxesjy Bouoher studisd ths alavoeracy myth;
snd Barker, Binkley, and Fuller analysed American expausion into Texas.

It was their unéqamm:cl conclusion that Americen colonigation and ex~
pansion into Texas were motivated ?}y the sawe idesls of Manifest %Isaatigr
as was noythern émnu&m westuard. '

But thess historians were only the John the Baptists of the nex
bistoriography. The slave eonspiracy &xxtwgmtniim of .tka war was fad-
tng fast. Two publicstions killed it completelyt in 1530 Polk's diary
was publisbed, enhancing bia prestige and vindicating his motives fron
the ebolitionist chargs that he was @ tool of the slsvocracy, and a dosen
gears later, in the pages of McCormec's biography, Polk emerged from the
abyes of ignominy into which the abolitiooists had cast him. McGormse
belisved Polk ". « . 2 construotive stotesmane-s u\mt&m poesassed of
visien, sound judgment snd uﬁ&wwaa& exacutive ability."

Justin Smith's two-volume study of the Wexican War wss ths firat
w8 jor study that interpreted the war ag nscasssry, rightecus, end just.
Smith exoneratad the United States from any gullt Lin annexing Texas; he
wrote alst that Polk had not provoked war to uenqmr. Californta. The
- annexation of Texas, ho felt, wae the essentia) cause of the war, but

the Hexican abttack was the primary caves for its start. Smith's work
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was £ollowed by the historles of Henry and Bill, which adhered closely
to Smith'e tnterpratations.

Although these revisionist historiens cast a criticsl judgment
oun Mexico for mmiahing the war, ‘ﬂmir’ iatgﬁéwytsﬁzmﬁ and dnﬁy&et wera
more temperate then their nineteenth-csntury presdecesssyrs. These writers
made clear that al{:hmgh one cause iau aiiimtely wore. Luportant than the
Mha?s, the war could only be understood a# the culmination of & series
of conplax Lssues snd disputes.

“The most Luportant factor in Hexican War zausation fatroduced in
the twantieth century was the ax;;énsmmai thema, | mu now slement, howe
sver, produced oasw gmblma: Was ﬁ:irgmaaion mrelg Amaricen conquest and
inperislien or wae 1% something righteous and divinely predesticed? Was
Aperican sxpension, as "&“mfezaor Billington sptly vkrasm it, "enforced
salvation,™ a salvation bawtowoad upon underprivileged peopls by the
Uberty~loving Americana?

‘The tmﬁieth&an&éry historian, ualike his nineteanthecentury pre-
é«céaumy » dared not attribute to & siopgle ;mwmt or evont the cause of
the ware Woaat role éid the Texas Hevolution play in bringing on the war?
What relsvance did Amdrica's desire for Califomia bave to the war? Did
the boundery dispute really canos the war? Was Polk msily 8 tyrmt bbm
on conguest rogsrdless of consequence? Thase ammm but jaterralatsd
evants sll contributed to an understsnding of the émms of the Hexican _
War. ‘Whih ne umni.mty as to the relative importance of thess cavsative
factors is apparasnt among twentisthecentury historians, there is distine

guishable two achouls of expansionist interpretation.
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Such bistorians se Rives, Weinborg, Siugletavry, Beard, Graebner,
mmagzm, and DaVoto believed the wer to be imevitable. Oreat forces
of expmnsion bayond the control of men drove both Fexice gnd the United
States to war. As to the prociss nsture of these forces, those histore
iane differed. Hives, WUeinberg, and Singletary understood expansion as
au irrepreseiblo forcetr s mystical expansionist spirit followliog @ law
of benaficient terrlitorisl vtilization. The bistoriens Besrd snd Urasbe
ner understecd expansion ov narrower sconomic grounds. 'Beard anm expan-
sion primarily as an egrarian wovenent; while Grasbner saw expsusion as
a maritime movement for new ports in tim Pacifiv. DeYoto aud Billington
tallked more of Hanifest Destlay, that indefinable alement that mxé ime
petus 10 the .graat wastword push. This expsnsion, regardloss of its wow
tivation, mede war inevitable. It was @ force beyond the control of el
ther aation. |

"Many historians of the twentieth century 4id not believe these ex-
pansionist forces were solely responsible for the war. Rather, they ate
tribated to Polk the rosponsidbility for using this expensionist sentiment
to force Rexico's hand. Polk, through the use of power diplomacy, had
made all the moves. He controlled the forces of sxpansion. Uhether Polk
had feversd war to got Californis, or to setile unpald debts, or to get
additional territory for Toxss was still debatable, however.

Garrison stated that patismoe had no plece in Polk's aém&niﬂfcttm@:
Polk was a doer. Reeves, criticel of Polk, belleved Polk had forced war
to conquer Californis. Stephens, Goodwin, Paxeon, and Turper, other lis-
torians of the West, explained that after S1lidell had been rejected and
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81l peaceful solutions ssemed doomed, ?alf: had favored and forced s war.
Paxon denied that Felk had weoted war in order to conquer Californias. On
‘the other hand, Folk's most bitter critic, Stenberg, believed war erupted
sclely !:wnusp ‘Polk waz bent on the conquest of Californis. Schlesiager
was also harsh on Pelki he wrote that Polk had to gein by force what he
could not gain mcmmﬁ

aaiiex, rapresentative of several diplomutic historians, probably
best daseribed Polk's _mi’a in the events laading to the war. He declared
that Polk had not loaned over bmkrn&éa to avold ﬁax‘; in fact, he probably
had wolcomed it. But, edded Bailey with a touch of sympathy for Polk's
dilamna, Polk would have been » :1_&.%15 less than human had he not wele
comed 1t under the circomstences. One of the most recent works desling

in part with the Hexlcan Wer was Van Dousen's The Jg&ksm&sn' Era, whieh

providad » bridge between the expansionist schools of interpretation.
Van Dousen wrote that the ocasuses of the war lay chlefly in the sxpaneion
of the 1840's, but that Polk must share the blamej Polk had determined
on war sfter Slidell was rejected.’ |

From a survey of twantieth century historiogrephy, it becomes evie
dant that opinlon as to the couses of the war remeins varled. Fxoept for
the slement of expansion, interpretations of ceusation bave changed little
since Polk's c-mtem#griaa £first volcad thelir winimm Bven the idea
of expansion can be inforred from comtemporary writiogs and speschen st
cusing Polk of beglaming the war to getl Callifornia. Certalnly the abold-
tionistn undarataoé{it}as expansion--at least elevery expansion. While
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slavery extension 16 no longer hald 55 & cause of the war ,}tha fact that
many historisns today credit Polk with !.att«i.st&;ag the usr 'gkivea cwdﬂﬁ:e,
at leant in part, to the abau;ianint contention that Polk was responsible
for the war. The truth probably lise neither here nor with those who bo
lieved the war insviteble, but somswhere in between.

Conninity of n@iﬁim is imposaible; probably some of the problonms
ara too m‘;ﬁplax ever to completely recolve. But it fs spparent that fure
ther syrthesss ‘uré needsd and a fundsmentsl re-sxamination of both tﬁm )
Hoxtcan and Smrican docoments is essentlal. Ressarch and writing on g
scale approaching the literaturs of the Civil War gudisther importent eve
snts in Arerfcan History woeld be & welcoms vellef from the Lnadequate
and incomplete narratives now oxtant. To do gaat«iw to the Mexican War
and Preeldent Polk, this Lwportant svent rust ba stodled for itas oun sske}
8 few chapters in histories of & more énwmhamiw neture will not sufe
fics. Only when definitive studies, approschlng that of Juetin Smith's
work, are published, will the student of today be given a more relevant
and meaningful un&waﬁamiag of the Mcm War.
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