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PREFACE

This study is a dialogue between the world of
history and that of the "editorial cartoon." It is easy
to see value in such a study. It is not easy to see the
best method of‘gleaning it. The method finally utilized
relies initially on the editors of national publieations
of more than haif»a century ago who selected certain
cartoons on the basis of their own editorisl needs. This
still left thousands of cartoons from which to choose,

It had seemed at one time that the cartoons to be used. in
'this study should be drawn from representative cities in
the United States. The theory did not work Bébause of tﬁo
major reésons: first, too many newspapers_were~running too
many editorial cartoons (Theﬁthree relatively small Omaha,
Nebraska, dailies, for iﬁstance, vere publiéhing more
than one thousand cartoons a year fifty years ago.); second,
many editorial cartoons being published were not drawn in
local news rooms at all- -they were syndicated. On the
other hand, a particular local cartoon had a rather good
chance of being picked up and distributed—nationally; if
it had some kind of significance to the national scefie.
This happened frequently, as this study will show,



There have been few published books about editorial
cartoons. Very few of these can be classified as histories,
nor should they be. Most of the books about cartoons are
collections of art, drawn and compiled by the artists
themselves., Occapionally, these books have considerable
merit. A case in point is Lowls, an autobiography of the
world famous cartoonist David Low (New York: Simon and
Schuster, 1957). David Low, of course, uses only David
Low cartoons in his autobiography, or for that matter in
the other half dozen books that have been published bearing
his name. Such books are mutually exclusive- -that is, they
‘concentrate on the artist or his work at the expense of
other endeavors and disciplineé.fThe repetition can and
often does become monotonous.

With these things in mind, the author of this study
has attempted to replace parochialism with a montage of
,rébreSentative cartoons of the 1914-1917 era, and taken
from national publications of the United States, Great
Britain, and Germany.

| The aim is to combine the enthusiasm of the cartoon
with the more restrained vigor of hiStory. Tﬁere are
 beneficial strengths in both disciplines. Too often,
historians have squandered their supply of cartoons,
using them like postage sfamps by pasting them here and
there'with more enthusiasm than intellect,<
| iv



This, then is an attempt to preserve the power of
the cartoon without reducing its effectiveness as a tool
for the understanding of history. Unhappily, the attempt
has fallen short for‘a nunber of reasons- -certain
important facets, for instance, remain obscure or hidden.
The signatures of the cartoonist are easily lost, or just
the last name is used. When the author could not
satisfactorily document the entire name, the identification
of the artist was not attempted, and was in fact dropped
altogether in the captions, There were many other similar
problems, caused in large part by the fact that no similar
work is available to serve as a guide. A start should be
méde SOméﬁﬁere and perhaps fhis is reason enough for this
study.

Much of the material used in this study comes from
the Omzha Public Library and the writer wishes to express
special thanks to the Director of its Reference Department,
Dale Portsdhy. The State Historical Society of Nebraska
also was especially helpful. The rare Cartoons Magazines

(monthly collections of editorial cartoons which were
sold mostly through newsstands) came from the files of
-~ Ray Whiting. The rest is drawn from the author's
‘collection, which includes all issues of Punch andv?.
Kladderadatsch during the period of this study.}ﬁelp in
the German translations was given by Lothar Iuken and

William F. Templin.



The writer owes most, however, to three men of
vision in the History Department of the University of
Nebraska at Omaha.  There is the Chairman, Professor A.
otanley Trickett, whose confident counsel and ready
encouragement made 1t possible to do graduate work. in
the first place. ©Special thanks, too, to Professors
Frederick Adrian and Harl Adams Dalstrom for their
constructive criticism and timely advice. Professor
Dalstrom's voluminous review-notes were as impressive as
they were helpful.

This acknowledgment 1is not intended to imply that
these gentlemen approved of everything the writer has
written. The blunders and meanderings are the writer's

own contributions—~ -were this not so, but it is, it is.



INTRODUCTION

One of the more fascinating studies of history is to
trace the changes in national moods during a period - of
crisis, The World War One period is suited to such a study,
especially during 1914 and 1917 when profound adjustments
were being forced upon belligerent and neutral nations
alike, A valuable aid in the study of this period is the
editorial cartoon."’ It lends itself admirably to the
World War One era, not only because the political drawing

had extreme popular appeal at that time,2

but.also, -
because the editorial cartoon often reflected, sometimes.
preceded, what is generally described as public opinion.
Great care, however, must be exercised in using this
powerful art form. It has both internal and external
limitations, indicating the cartoon must be constantly
supplemented by conventional source material §0‘avoi&'

misinterpretation.

lScott Long, chief cartoonist of the Minneapolis
Minnesota_/ Tribune referred to his work as "signed
editorials." The Masthead XIII, 1961, p. 16. Daniel R,
Fitzpatrick of the St. Louis Post Dispatch preferred to
be called an "editorial cartoonist! because he did not
- econfine himself to political subjects., Lawrence Lariar,

Careers in Cartooning (New York: Dodd, Mead and Co., -
1949 a P- 145,

nry ladd Smith, "The Rise and Fall of the Political
Cartognﬁ in the Saturdaz_Rev;ew, May 29, 1954, pp. 7-9.




There is the case of the QOmsha / Nebraska_/ Daily
Bee, one of the very few newspapers in the United States,
~perhaps in the world, which believed the assassinations
_at.SataJevo~would be the spark fhat set off a ‘new‘- |
European war. Two days after the murders, the §gg
published an editorial cartoon on its front page. The
artist was Doane POwell.3 He drew a cartoon that prediéted
the destruction of the Austro-Hungarian Empire (See Fig. 1,
p..3).-0ther war cartoons were forthecoming in July of
1914. Two of them foretold the belligerents (See Figs 2-3,
p. 4). Nor had Powell gone off on a tangent, for his
cartoons were being supported by many column-inches of
news space, devoted to the Bélkan cfisis; The Bee, for
example, prophesied editorially on July 31 of 1914 that
all of Europe "and probably Japan / were plunging 7 into
what threatens to be the most devastating war of -
history."4 This new EﬁroPean;war came as no shock, at

least not for the Omaha Dai;ziéee.s

3While a student at the University of Nebraska, Doane
Powell showed great promise as a budding cartoonist. The
‘Sombrero: The Book of the Class of 1904 (Ilincoln, Nebr..
Jacob North and Co., 1903), pp. 4-5, 286.

4omaha [ “Nebraska_J Daily Bee, July 31, 1914.

5A contemporary historian, for instance, notes that -
to say the outbreak of war "came as a shock to the
American people would be to make an understatement of heroic
proportions," Arthur S. Link, Woodrow Wilson and the
Progressive Era, 1910-1917 (New York: Harper and Row
Torchbook, 1963), p. 145'0




FIG. 1 "Assassination." This is one of those rare
editorial cartoons that predicts what is to come.
"Wolf" had been cried many times before during other
Balkan crises. Somehow, the Omaha daily newspaper had
decided that the killings at Sarajevo were different.
(Omaha [/ Nebraska_/ Daily Bee, June 30, 1914.)



"War Cartoons of a
Nebraska Newspapers
On the left, "Those
Dogs Are Loose
Again." And lower
drawing, "EKnocking
Over the Blocks."
Both were the work
of Doane Powell, and
both were published
before the actual
outbreak of war,

(Omaha / Nebraska

{Quaia, [ Nebracks /
?em"o,. Yo1ts) -
CIT




A Buropean war had been feared all along but the
calm assurance that:Sarajevo would set it off was lacking
f6r~the‘simple reason that previbﬁs Balkan crises had not
led to a general war.6 Earlier that summer, Colonel
Edward M.'House,"on a_"peace mission" to Europe, had
descfi%éd'the'situation”in‘Germany as "militarism run
stark mad, . . o There is some day to be an awful
cataclysm,"7 In other words, there was a vagueness about
when the'waf would come, but not in whether it would come,
The Omaha Daily Bee simply had called the turn earlier
than most.,8 It was not until mid-July of 1914 that larger
and more important publications begen to take seriously the

threat of a general war.g

Orhe Baltimore [ Maryland_7 American had observed in
1901: "That great Buropean war that is to start in the
Balkans is again to the front, threatening as ever, but
with its edges slightly frayed." Literary Digest, June 8,
1901, p. 692. ' ' ' o

7C‘olonel House to President Wilson, May 29, 1914,
Charles Seymour, _Intimate Papers of Colonel House
(4 vols.; Boston, Mass.: Houghton Mifflin Co., 1926-1928),
I, 235. '

8The emphasis on war news may have been an attempt to
build circulation. The 3Bee in July of 1914 was a very poor.
third in a three-newspaper-market. Harl Adams Dalstrom
"The Midwestern Press and American Neutrality: A Study of
the Bditorial Attitudes of Three Omaha Newspapers Toward the
. Buropean War, 1914-1917" (unpublished Master's dissertation,
Department of History, University of Omaha, 1959), p. 7o

Swi11 Irwin, The Making of a Reporter (New York: G. P.
Putnam's and sons, 1942), pe 204+
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The example of the Omsha Bee is cited specifically
to illustrate the piﬁfalls_and promises in the use of
newspapers and editorial cartoons as fools for the
historiari° Their use requires the constant conventional
source documentation available to the student of history,
however, and the resulting "blend" should make for a
truer and more accurate picture of the past.

There are other problems, especially with regard to
the editorial cartoon. The political drawing can be
accepted only with the knowledge that it tends to
exaggerate particular situations for sPecifid purposesolo
Another major problem is the determination of standards
for cartoons. Fortunately, there has been considerable
scholarly work in this area.ll And there is general
agreement among these scholars that good cartoons reveal
e philosophy; contain truth and moral purpose; frequently
they are humorous; and the unique ones predict the future.
It is also important to remember that cartoonists blend:
fantasy with fact. David Low, the famous cartoonist,
explained that this bleﬁding was necéssary "to the

chronicling of life in a madhouse "2

lOLucy Maynard Salmon, The Newsnaper and the Historlan
(New York: Oxford University Press, 1923), pp. 386-38T7.

Dl1sabel Simeral Johnson, "Cartoons," Public Cpinion
» terly CXII, July, 1937, pp. 21-44;. Allan Nevins and
Frank Weitenkampf, A Century of Political Cartoons (New
York: Charles Scribner's Sons, 1944), pp. 9-10.

. 12pavia Low, Low's War /[ World War Two_7/ Cartoons
(London: Morrison and Gibb, 1941), p. 2.




.7‘

More difficult than definition was the problem of
determining where the source material should be drawn.
It did not take much study to see that many cartoons
were being reprinted, providing they carried a message
that was common or easily recognized in other geographical
areas. Something close to a national consensus had emerged
and if seemed worthwhile +to take advantage of the
situation., Such was the plan followed in this study. The
occasional inclusion of strictly local cartoons was for
sake of a particular point, which the writer trusts will
be self-evident.

Conversely, the national moods and viewpoints of
Great Britain and Germany were drawn from two outstending

humor-satire magazines, Punch and Xladderadatsch, which

have a long and honorable record of being remarkable

"sounding boards" for popular opinion and governmental

policies in those two countries¢l3

13The first issue of Punch came out on July 17 of .
1841, Punch has been continuously published since that time,
In the first year of publication, circulation climbed from
6,000 to 90,000, Marvin Rosenberg and William Cole, The
Best Cartoons From Punch (New York: Simon and Schuster,
1952), last page entitled "Punchiana.” During World War One,
Punch "supported the war and opposed a negotiated peace.".

- Politically, it was British "Conservative." Armin Rappaport,
The British Press and Wllsonian Neutrality (Gloucester,
Mass.: Peter smith, 1965), p. 155. A8 the Punch cartoons
in this study reveal, the publication was distinctly pro-
United States, although it distrusted the motives of

. President Wilson and blamed him personally for the frlctions
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wvhich developed from time to time between Great Britain
and the United States. Punch is often credited with
inventing the cartoon, a recent example being J. Chal
Vinson's Thomas Nast, Political Cartoonist (Athens, Ga.:
University of Georgia Press, 1967), p. 2. An earlier

- authority motes that crediting Punch with the invention
is probably an error. William A. Murrell, A History of -
American Graphic Humor (2 vols.; New York: The Macmillan
Co., 1938), II, 3. 1t seems to this writer that the '
confusion arises from the word itself. Punch did not
necessarily invent the word "cartoon," but it did convert
the word to what the magazine meant when referring to a
type of caricature associated with the pages of Punch.

To this day in Great Britain, "all forms of graphic
satire are still commonly called caricature." Isabel
Simeral Johnson, "Cartoons," Public Opinion Quarterly
CXII, July, 1937, p. 21l. Caricature dates from the sixteenth
century in both Great Britain and Germany. Thomas Wright, =
A History of Caricature and Grotesque (London: Virtue - ==
Brothers and Co., 1865), po. vii, 310-311l. Kladderadatsch
was established in 1841. Prince von Bulow, German
Chancellor from 1900 to 1909, had a complete collectiony
because he enjoyed its "German joviality and the keen,
satiric spirit of Berlin" the magazine reflected. Prince
von Bulow Memoirs, 1909-1919, trans. Geoffrey Dunlop
(London: Putnams and Sons, 1932), p. 197. Like Punch,
Kladderadatsch has been generally a political conservative,
and always a "downright organ of German Nationalism,"

H. R. Westwood, Modern Caricaturists (London: Lovat
Dickson, 1932), pp. 89-90. And as in Punch, criticism of
internal affairs was very circumspect in Xladderadatsch.
Members of the Royal Families were rarely drawn and then
only in a favorable light. Even this tender treatment did
not keep Kladderadatsch editors from going to jail
periodically because some German bureaucrat believed they
had violated Section 95 of the Imperial German Criminal
code which said it was criminally wrong to _insult the
state and its rulers. Robert C. Brooks, "Lese Majeste

in Germany," the Bookman magazine XL, September, 1914,
Pp. 68-76, Kladderadatsch has been basically a magazine
devoted mostly to politics; whereas, its closest
competitor, Simplicissimus, has emphasized social and
literary activities. George P. Gooch, Recent Revelations
of Buropean Diplomacy (New York: Charles Scribner's Sons,
1927), p. 108. For a thorough study of the pre-war
German press, see E. Malcolm Carroll, Germany and the
Great Powers, 1866-1914 (New York: Prentice-Hall, 1938).




N — :
FIG. 4 "At Durazzo-Super-Mare." "Moppet to Europa: 'I
don't feel at all comfortable here. Isn't it about time
you took me out of this?'" This was Punch's first
carefully guarded comment on the Balkan crisis. Compare
this cartoon to the first one in this study (fig. 1, p. 3).
(Punch, July 22, 1914.)



CHAPTER II

THEY HAVE SOWN THE WIND. . ..
: Hosea wviii. 7.

The German battle plan of 1914 was deceptively simple
and inordinately round about. This was the "Schlieffen
Plan" and it contemplated the conquest of Russia by way of
Belgium and France. Reduced to a basic premise, the attack
depended on flanking the enemy, breaking through, followed.
by encirclement of the main force. A huge German army
would move swiftly through Belgium, punching through and
crushing the French army on the right, then wheeling
left around Paris to catch the main French forces from
the rear, It was a desperate bid to avoid fighting a war
on two fronts at the same time. The battle plan gambled
on Russia's slower mobilization. It counted on the French
launching a major invasion of Alsace-Lorraine. Impliecit
in all this was the ability of the German army to mount
a lightning war and to sustain it long enough to crush the
French, and still have enough‘mpmentum left to move east

and destroy the invading Russian armies.l-

loyril Falls, The Great War., 1914-1918 (New York:
. Capricorn Books, 1961), pp. 41-51, 82-85; Gordon A. Craig,
The Politics of the Prussian Army, 1640-1945 (New York:
Oxford University Press, 1956), pp. 294-295, 299-307;
Walter Goerlitz, History of the German General Staff,
-16§%~12g§,.trans. Brian Battershaw (ew York: Praeger,

95’ ? pp' ‘

157-169.
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The "Schlieffen Plan's" test under battle conditions
began when elemehts of the First and Second German field
armies crossed the Belgian frontier during the night of '
August 4, 191492 By the 20th, the First was entering
Brussels. Various strategies within the "Plan" were being
reached and the over—ail goals still appeared to be
attainable. As foreseen, the French had attacked in force.
They were contained. And they were retreating. But they
had not lost their military integrity- -they were to
demonstrate this again and again in the grim months
ahead°3~ French military valor was beginning to flaw the
German master- plan.

Still, there was no real cause for German pessimism
at this time. The First German Army on the outermost
wheel continued to move rapidly, making as many as thirty
4

miles on some 8ays.

2Da¢es and sequence of events were taken from William

L. Langer, An Encyclopedia of World History (Boston, Mass.:
Houghton Mifflin, 1963).

Chief of the German General Staff, General Helmuth
J. L. Count von Moltke, on September 4 of 1914 neatly
summed up the military situation by observing: "Don't let's
deceive ourselves. We've had a few successes, but we have
not won the war, Winning a war means destroying the enemy's
power of resistance. When armies of millions stand facing
-one another, the victor has prisoners. Where are our
-prlsgners9" Goerlitz, History of the German General Staff,
Po 161

Falls, The Great War, p.,42.
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In fact, the whole German advance had been so rapid
that its very speed was creating military situations which
could not be long tolerated with impunity. Communications
had becomé_the.major problem, Troop-control was part of
the difficulty. So was deployment, whether in-thé theater
or at General Headquarters._The;mOSt_criticél, no doubt,
was that of supplying the armies in the field. Troops had -
to fight the enemy, hunger, and physical exhaus’cion;5
These difficulties made for bad omens. ”

The British Expeditionary Force went into-action
with a bitter engagement at Mons on August 23 of 1914,

The B. E. F. was then obliged to fall back with the French.
On September 5 of 1914, the Allies were able to rally.

They wheeled and launched a general counter-offensive,

Had there been more troops, it is conceivable that the
Allies might have won the war right there, or at least a
negotiated peace. This was not to be. Neither side could |
quite bring off the decisive victory it sought.bThe result

was a stalemate on the western fron‘b.6

B, H. Liddell Hart, The Real VWar, 1914-1918
(Boston, Mass.: Brown and Co., 1950, reprinted 1964),

pp. 58-64,

’ Barbara Tuchman, The Guns of Augsust (New Yorks:
Dell Publishing Co., 1963), pp. 484-489; John W. Wheeler-
Bennet, Wooden Titan, Hindenburg in Twenty Years of
German Histo 1914-1 New York: William Morrow,
196%), pp~ 4-31. The contrast between this campaign and

‘that of 1870 is striking. The elder Moltke (an uncle of




13

The foregoing is clear, of course, because of its
hindsight and represents the labors of forty years on the
part of scholars and commentators. It was quite different
when the battles were being fought. Typically, no one,
military or civilian; knew what was going on, What they
thought they knew was whatever affected them in one way
or another, Newspaper reports compounded the confusion.

!
They were full of unwarranted optimism, misguided zeal,

naiveté;'and wvartime idealism;7 Furthermore, immediate
censorship had been imposed on troop and ship movements,
and on all war-activity in general. But the ceunsorship
was not even-handed; it created confusion and doubt
because no one was certain how much the public should be
informed about the progress of the waros - This confusion
of purpose is clearly revealed invthe editorial cartoons
in August and September of 1914 (See Figs. 5-7, pp. 1l4-
15). Regardless of distance from the Struggle, the

cartoons are topical generalizations- -nothing more,

The unfortunate ﬂoltke of 1914) said the 1870 campaign
moved with "undisturbed precision. There was nothing to be
changed in the directions originally given." Field Marshal

Helmuth von Moltke, The Franco-German Var of 1870-1871,
trans. Clara Bell and Henry W. Fischer (New York: Harper, ¢
1892), p. 7.

Joseph J. Mathews, Reporting the Wars (Minneapolis,
Minn.: University of Minnesota Press, 1957), pp. 155-173.

81bid., p. 158.
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) FIGS. 5-6 "To the
> Victor Belongs the
Spoils," on the
left. Below, an
| "Up and At 'Em"
sports strip.
“The cartoonist
was Robert Ripley,
whose work was
syndicated widely
throughout the
United States., He
was trying to say
something at a time
when neither he nor
anybody else really
kmew what was going
on., In later years,
Ripley was to gain
even more fame with
_his "Believe It or
=—: Not" strip. (Sund
s A% ' World-Herald ;555%%;7,
A \Tugust 23, 19I4; below
o !Mogg;gf World-Herald
PUEEL Omaha_/, September 5,
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FIG. 7 "The Reapers." This is another one of .
Robert Ripley's cartoon-comments, saying in effect
that there are no winners on the battlefield for
the betterment of mankind. "The Reapers" was taken:
from the New York Globe (See Figs. 8-11, next pa

page
for somewhat similar reactions from other cartoonists).
(Literary Digest, September 12, 1914.)

15
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"Brave Little

: B £44 J M D
FIG. 8 Near-Sighted Austria., =~ soes it = gg‘;gm ﬂ‘the

> Register and
Leaser (Towa)e

(Lite Digest,
eptember 5, 1914.)

Nashville Tennessean.
‘(Literary Digest, August 8,
1914. .

150 Y |"‘! ¥ i ‘é A "N ¥ 4 . - - .
Ay i L'I -fii 't | A i ' [\ { 4 o S5, . (G g y
+EBYe \Nra iR R ¢ v ., B |
h S W | ‘[ﬂ-" ) . § : P4

" P2 R/ y T A = i
Winson McCay, New York gger;cgg, Robert Carter, New York

(Literary Digest, S Evening Sun. (Literary
19T JREL Digest, September 5, pigest, August 15, 1914.)
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F1G. 13 "Bravo Belgium," This was Punch's first cartoon-
comment directly concerned with a specific incident of the

war.,  (See fig. 4, p. 9, for first general comment on the
crisis.) (Punch, August 12, 1914,) '



GERMAN KAISER. No

wonder I’ve missed my appointment. The
silly idiots have givon me an 1870 time-table,"’

FIG. 14 The Wro Har
Plan. A prophecy

hope) which will shortly
come true. ( ’
August 19, 1914.
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FIG. 15-16 "A Quick
Change of Front,."
There is humor as
well as pathos in
these two drawings,
taking note of the
changes on the

ih British home front.
i Similar changes were

to take place in the

i United States when it

?ent to war i%-i9l7.
Punch, August 19
1912.) ’
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Just a few months before the war broke out, German
military strategists had been hopefully predicting that
victory was possible within a matter of months- ;one and
one-half months to conquer France;-and 8ix more months to
destroy the Russians.g',ln September of 1914, there was
a bare possibility that the grand plan_would still work,
providing it could be reversed with regard to timetables.
The "Schlieffen Plan," however, was based on a war of
mobility. But it was a stalemate that had developed on
the weétern front- -a war of limited mobility and
defensive position. The hallmark was the trench where
troops would have the maximum of protection while
commanders would decide on the minimum of deployment.
This kind of war demanded that personnel and materiel
should be supplied by bulk tfansfusions, rather than the
elite injections heretofore associated with armies on the
move, These were the new facts of war. There was no question
that the "Schlieffen Plan" had to be discarded. And this
was the decision of the new Chief of the German General

Staff, General Erich von Falkenhayn.lo

900nrad~Moltke talks on May 12 of 1914. Luigi
-Albertini, The Origins of the VWar of 1914, +trans. Isabella
M, Massey (3 vols.; London: Oxford University Press, 1957),

loMeantime, the first German “peacewfeelers" were being

circulated. They were rejected because the Allies thought
they were fraudulent. A. J. P, Taylor, The Strugzle for the

Mastery in Europe, 1848-1918 (London: Oxford University
Press, 1960), p. 535.
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FIG. 17 "“German Kaiser:
'"We are not satisfied
wvith our moustache; it
seems to need support on
the Eastern side.'" This
is about as thorough a
misreading of the actual
gituation as possible.
The Germans had just won
the battle of Tannenberg,
'\ generally considered to
be one of their most
billiant victories of
the war. (Punch,
September 2, 1914.)
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O DEAR, what can the matter be? He promised to bring rae a ribbon from Paris,

O dear, what can the matter be? A ribbon, a_tricolor ribbon, from Paris,
O dear, what can the matter be? Ile promisoed:to bring me a ribbon from Paris,
WiLLie is out of the fair. But somehow he never got there.

FIG. 18 A Ribbon From Paris, It was generally
recognized that the stalemate which had developed
on the western front was a major victory for the

Allies. (Punch's Almanack for 1915, December,
1914.) |



'CHAPTER III
INTERVAL OF CONFUSION

The reopening of the New Yofk Stock Exchange on
December 15 of 19141 was an unusually~impértant milestone
to the American economy. The country had been in a mild.
recession and the outbreak of war had only deepened thé
dowvnward curve. European investors hadtspurred a panic
on Wall‘Streetlwhen they began dumping securities in

‘exchange for gold.2

The stock exchanges were ordered
closed to stop this gold drain. It was a.prudent policy,
but the net result was one more burden for an already
sagging eoonpmy.3 The Wilson Administration tried to
build_a cushion to keep the economy from Sagging further

by havi issued millions in "emergency currenc ."4
y gency Y

‘lNew York Times, December 15, 1914. The stock markets
had been closed since July 31, 1914,

John Maurice Clark, The Costs of the World War to
the American People (New Haven, Conn.: Yale University
Press, 1931), p. 22.

It was estimated that fifty million dollars in gold
had left the United States when war appeared imminent, and
there was genuine fear that with actual declaration of war
the sell-off would be accelerated. New York Times, July 31,
1914.

: 4s0me $256,170,000 in emergency currency had been
issued by September 10 of 1914. This had been done under
authority of the Aldrich-Vreeland Act. Arthur S. ILink,

Woodrow Wilson and the Progressive EBra, 1910-1917
(New York: Harper Torchbook, 1963), p. 149.
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Phe infusion of newly minted bills did little to ease
the financial crisis. Steel production continued along at
one-half of i‘ts.,capacity.5 Unémpioyment became even more
widespread.s‘ Overproduction had glutted the cotton market
end since ninety-five per cent of that fiber traditionally
had been destined for domestic consumptlon, it seemed a
good time for expansion 1nto foreign markets.7 Great
Britain dominated in the international cotton-textile
trade and it soon became readily apparent that country was
not about to surrender any advantages, especially during
time of war. There was a great deal of brave talk aboutb
the revival of prosperity when the cotton markets were
allowed to reopen,8 although it was perfectly obvious
that growers of cotton faced ruin because of low prices.
The one bright spot in the economy was the "feed and
grain" sector (a fact which becomes clearly evident when
looking through the popular press of 1914). Since early
sumer, the nation had been posted constantly on the
bumper wheat crop and harvest in the Midwestog (See

figs. 19-21, p. 25.)

Clark, Costs of the World War, p. 24.  CIbid,
7Dav1d Cohn, The lLife and = Times of King Cotton
(New York: Oonrd University Press, 1956), pp. 218, 234.

8L1terarv Digest, November 28, 1914, pp. 1050-1051.

21pid., June 27, 1914, pp. 1530-1532; August 8, 1914,
pp. 278-279. The price of wheat jumped six and seven cents
a bushel with the official declaration of war. Ibid.
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In any event, the reopening of the exchanges signaled
the "green go" lights‘had come back on and the way was
clear once more to travel the street of commerce. What was
little apbreciated, however, was the ability to get to
market places at the other end of the line. There was to
be marked difficulty in this because Great Britain owned
practically all the carriers.i®

Difficult enough to deal with in peacetime, the
British Empire was imposSiblé iﬁ wartime. Other nations
either accepted this commercial overlordship or they
struck out on their own. The Wilson Administration decided
on the course of free enterprise. It secured changes in
the ship registry law, making it easier for foreign ships

11

to operate under the American flag.”— The changes brought

few additional merchantmen to the American registry- ~and

most of those that converted were American-owned anywayolz'

1O'Hithout counting the Dominions, almost one-half of
the total world shipping was under British registry. Total
Allied shipping came to 58.8 per cent. The Central Powers
accounted for only 14.7 per cent, while neutral powers
with 26.5 per cent possessed the rest of the world shipping.
Marion C. Siney, The Allied Blockade of Germany (Ann Arbor,
Mich.: University of Michigan Press, 1957), p. 259. The
British Empire also was building and launching more ships
in 1914 than all the rest of the world put together. The
- British built and launched 714 ships that year. Excluding
Austria and Germany, the rest of the world in 1914 built
and launched 483 ships. J. A, Salter, Allied Shipping
(London: Bumphrey Milford, 1921), p. 361.

11Link, Wilson and the Progressive Era, p. 150.

127134,
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FIG. 19

7. "Welcome, Little
¢« Sunbeam!"

f Robert Sykes in

Philadelphia

[ Pennsylvania_/
Public Ledger.

' (Tite %i est,
4 June g%, lQlﬁef

PIG. 20 "Get off the Track!"
New York World. (lLitera
Digest, July 18, 1914.)

FIG. 21 "A Helping

s Hand," The Spokesman-—
Review (Spokane,
ashington). (Literary



26

In spite of relexation of laws, those sixty-six ships
owned by the Central Powers that were stranded in American
harbors remained under foreign registry. The reason was
simple enough, These ships had sought refuge in American
ports to escape des%ructién.l§ The Germans, with reason,
did not believe that running under an Americanvflag would
be of much protection.

The Administration next turned to outright purchase.14
Congresé balked and was encouraged in this refusal by the
generally negative comment from the popular press.ls (See
figs. 22-26, pp. 27-28.) )

While these fumbling enterprises were under way, the
British Royal Navy had been busy sweeping the sea lanes

16

free of ships from the Central Powers. The continuation

of British surface-military control was by no means certain.
German submarines already had caused the destruction of

17

four British battleships.™  No one knew what would happen

should the Germans decide to concentrate on submarine war,

Lyi11iam G. McAdoo, Crowded Years (Boston, Mass.:
Houghton Mifflin Co., 1931), p. 323; Literary Digest,
February 20, 1915, p. 404.

14Link Wilson and the Progressive Era, pp. 152-153.

lsLiteragx Digest, February 20, 1915, p. 404.

16Falls The Great Var, pp. 152, 84-92.

17The Hqgue, Cressy, and Aboukir were torpedoed on the
same day, on September 22 of 1914. The Hawke was torpedoed

on October 15 of 1914. Langer, Encyclopedia of VWorld
History, p. 917.
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FIG. 22 "Look Out, Uncle Sam- -Y-You'll
Burn Your Fingers." New York Herald
(Literary Digest, September 19, 1914.)

g

(F\LllES PUWDER HAGAZ!NE :

rem——a

o7 DANGED,
oyT!

1 FIG. 23 "Go Easy, Young
. Feller."
Pennsylvania

uirer. (Iétefﬁ Digest,
ebruary 13, o
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FIG. 24 "01d Dobbin Never Saw Oﬁé Befofé." Ding Darling

in the Register and Leader (Iowa). (Literary Digest,
 February 27, 1915.)

" 5

U_WATTA JATiSIy .
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FIG. 25 "The Stowaway."
The Chicago News. (Litera
Digest, February 13, 1915.

"o

T s ;’ A
FIG. 26 "Clear the
New York American

(Literary Digest, February
27’ 19150

Qay."

28
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The loss of four British battleships spurred talk of
+the submarine making them obsolete 1o (See‘fige 27, p. 30.)
Between this kind of speculation and the daily reports that
came from'the fighting fronts, it was no wonder the war
news continuecd to'dominate in the news columns. Presentation
was extensive and generally dispassionate (See figs. 28-
30;_p.‘31). Most American newspaper editors said they were
neufral;lg Their counterparts in the German-American press,
“however, were ardéntly defending the Central Powers (See
fig. 31, p. 32). Andioccasionally,'propagandé stories and
carfoons would appear in'publications that sought to be
fair.(See_fig,.32, p.f33). On4theLdther hahd5~Aﬁefican<news,-
‘syndicates were circulating hundreds of anti-war editorial
cartoons (See figb‘34,'pok34).vBeing anti-var was, of
course, a safe way to avoid criticism. It was possible also
" that these anti-war cartoons were true reflections of

American neutrality in 1914,

- lSAmerlcan newspapers had reprlnted an article from
The Times (London) by a retired admiral who predicted that
‘the battleship would be driven from the seas by submarines,
~Literary Digest, July 4, 1914, pp. 9-10, The speculation
wvas reneved With the torpedoing of British battleshipss
Ibid., October 3, 1914, pp. 613-514.

lgA press poll showed that 242 American newspaper
‘editors considered themselves +to be neutral; 20 said = they
favored Germany; 105 said they were for the Allles. Ibid.,
November 14, 1914, p. 939.
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FIG. 27 "The Mailed Fist." Taken from the New York
Evening Sun. The Hogue, Cressy, and Aboukir were
torpedoed by a German submarine on September 22, -

1914. It is interesting to note that shortly after

this cartoon was reprinted, a fourth British battleship,

the Hawke, was torpedoed and sunk. (Literary Digest,
October 3, 1914.) -
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FIG. 28 "Uncle Sam's Quandary " The Leader (Cleveland,
Ohio). (Litera;x Digest, September 26, 1914.)

- FIG. 29

\ "Seeing

Things."

The New
York World.
(Litergn
Digest,
November 28,
1914,)

FIG. 30 "An Endurance 5
Test." John McCutcheon in :: - i
the Chicago TIribune. 8 “~*p

(Liter Digest, November -f‘ = _ =

28, 1914, el
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FIG. 31 "The Barbarian Host." The name on
this cartoon is Helmholz Junker, which could
indicate that it was Americanized or that
~the name itself was fictionalized. This
cartoon first appeared in the Fatherland
(New York), one of the leading German-
American journals in the United States,
(Literary Digest, October 3, 1914.)

32
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This cartoon was first
published in Le Figaro (Paris). The French caption was
placed entirely in quotes by the Literary Digest. The
rest of the caption continues: "At Morfontaine, near
Longwy, the Germans shot two fifteen-year-old children
.who had warned the French gendarmes of the enemy's.

Digest, September 5, 1914.)

arrival." (Litera

FIG. 33 "Do You Want Me to |

o' Wear These Things All the
% \Times? The News (Indianapolis).

e 3
-5!(Id§g§a;x Digest, December 26,
® Z! - ?jl 1914. '



FIG. 34 "There Is Nothing to Report." This cartoon by
Hal Coffin was distributed by the Central Press Association,
one of the half dozen syndicates in existence in 1914,

This particular reprint came from the Great Divide, a weekly
newspaper published in Denver,EOIOrado,%hat drew its

circulation from Colorado, Kansas, Nebraska,and Wyoming.
(Great Divide [-Denve:, Coloradq_ » October 26, 1914,)~

~



CHAPTER IV

SAIES FOR ALL: DELIVERIES FOR NONB. . o _ 3
Indianapolis / Ind._/ Star

President Woodrow Wilsoﬁ infended the American
involvement with the European war 10 be limited strictly
to the service functions of merchandising and mediationo2
The President had issued a sincere and curiously cliché
appeal for neutrality when war broke out. "The.United
States," he had said, "must be neutral in fact as well
as in name during these days that are to try men's
souls."3 Néutrality Proclamations were issued routinely
as each nation entered the war,4 They were about as
effective and served the same purpose, no doubt, as the

"Prayers for Peace" Sunday proclaimed on October 4, 1914.5

l"In discussing sales of munitions it should be borne
in mind that Uncle Sam's shop is open to all comers but he
maintains no delivery service." Literary D;gest May 29,
1915, p. 1265.

2Address to Congress on December 8, 1914. Ray S.
Baker and William E. Dodd, eds., The Public Papers of
Woodrow Wilson (6 vols.; New York: Harper Brothers,
1925-1927), 1, 224, 226.

3U. S. 63rd Cong., 2nd Sess., Senate Doc. 566.

4James Brown Scott, A Survey of International
Relations Between the Unlted States and Germany (New York:
- Oxford University Press, 1917), p. 4D.

5Y. S. 63rd Cong., 2nd Sess., Senate Doc. 576.
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The Wilson Administration also began using diplomatic
- channels, seeking ansﬁers on whether belligerents intended
to observe the "rights of neutrals" as codified by the

6 Germany indicated that it

Declaration of London in 1909.
would, providing Great Britain would -do the same.7 The
British said they might go along, if some changes vere
made in the Declaration.8 They wanted food placed on the
list of contraband. The proposal drew an angry retort
from the United States Department of State in a note in
which the British were reminded they had always been
against making food contraband before 1914.9 British
Foreign Minister Sir Edward Grey answered immediately and

suggested official talks on the matter.i0

The talks were
held. Some were bitter. All were futile. The American
Ambassador in London was no help. Walter H. Page believed
the talks to be "academic">and anti-British.ll'Discussion

on the Declaration was suspended on October 22, 191412

Opapers Relating to the Foreien Relations of the
United States, 1914-1917 (6 vols.; Washington,D.C.: U. S.
Government Printing Office, 1928-1929, 1931-1932), 1914
Supplement, 42. Hereinafter cited as FR.

T1vid., August 22, 1914, p. 218.

81pid., August 26, 1914, pp. 218-220.,

9Ibid., September 28, 1914, pp. 232-233.

101pia,, September 29, 1914, p. 233.

lpage o Wilson, October 15, 1914. The Iife and
Letters of Walter H. Page, ed. Burton J. Hendrick (3 vols.;
Garden City, N. Y.: Doubleday, Page and Co., 1923-1926),
I ] 370"’372 .

12pR, 1914 Supplement, pp. 257-258.
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Anmericans were left with their traditional doctfine
of the seas- -"free ships make free goods."lB-The concept
was legitimate as well as legal by virtue of its long
_history.l4 The doctrine, however, had caused trouble over
the years with Great Britain and its leaders were no more
convinced of its merits in 1914 than they had been in
1812, No one was more aware of thé parallel in those two
dates than President Wilson, who had written about the
British seizure of "free ships" in his five volume
history.l5 The President, unfortunately, did not seem to
be aware,that regardless of the parallel,the United
States had changed from a gadfly among nations to that

of a giant in a world of pigmies.

13The American sea doctrine held that even enemy goods
were safe in neutral ships; in other words, "free ships
make free goods,." This doctrine was restated in a 1914
Department of State Circular. Digest of International Law,
Green Hackworth, ed. (7 vols.; Vashington, D. C.: Us. So
Government Printing Office, 1943), VII, 1-2.

l4For’instanCe, the Earl -of Clarendon writing to
Viscount Palmerston on April 6, 1856, was contemptuous of
the American proposals placed before the Peace Conference
of Paris which called for protection of neutral shipping in
time of war. British Documents on the Origin of the Var,
1898-1914, G. P. Gooch and Harold Temperley, eds. (11 vols.;
London: His Majesty's Stationery Office, 1926-19%6), - '
VIII, 204,

l5Woodrow Wilson, A Histo of the American People
(5 vols.; New York: Har'pme"'r_—anmgd Bi—r'o-fh—e“r_s‘, 1902), 111, 210.
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The United States in 1914 was in fact a superstate.
It had an industrial plant which rivaled all of Zurope's

16 The United»states had the third blggest

“put together.
navy in the world, a defense budget ranking - fourth among -
the Powers,17 andfa population of‘lO0,000,000g>

The convenient caricatures of the'United States as
"Sam Slick“vor<"Brother:Johathanﬁ19 nollong§r”served in~'
<éither'fofeiﬁn‘or'dOmestic publications, except when _Y‘
"Uncle Sem"- =the successor symbol for the new United
:StateSwjéWas be;ng'made*the-butt"of something*ofjother;if'“
(Thevchaﬁging caricature of'America.is shown ihvfigs.
35~37, D+ 39.) o

_President Wilson was unwilling to usé”“Unélé Sam,"
although he was being pressed riéht and lef%t by‘Businéss'
and commercial 1nterests to use the country's obvious k

- powexr to smash  the latest “Orders in Coun01l.4

| 15Ernest R. May, The Vorld War end American Isolation,
1914~1917 (Cambridge, lMass.: Harvard University Press,
1959 3 Po 30 )
-~ 1pia.

laThe Unlted States Census Bureau sald the natlon |
reached 100,000,000 on April 2, 1915° therarv Dlgest,
April 17, 1915, D 932.v» :

1Insam S1ick" was the Yankee hero of the-world—famous
novels of Thomas Chandler Haliburton; The Clockmaker, the
Attaché, or Sam Slick in England (1843-1844 ) The Reader's .

Encyclopedia, William Rose Benet, ed. (New York: Thomas Y.
Crowell Co., 1948), p. 1039. "Brother Jonathan" was a
shrewd Yankee in Royall Tyler's stage play, Ihe Contrast,
produced in 1787, and the character in it was supposed

to have originated with George ‘¥Yashington, who
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A

% ) et
-convenient caricature

United States which were popular in the 1800's.
"Sam Slick," on the left, was in vogue after 1843,
(The Bookman XLII, April, 1915.) Punch's 1867
caricature of the United States, by contrast, was
most unkind, The History of the Nineteenth Century

Caricature, Arthur B. Maurice and Frederic - T.
Cooper (New York: Dodd, Meade and Co., 1904), p. 104.

ET N

R A

FIG. 37 "Uncle Sam.
o o o Personification
of Our Nation." The
transition from "Sam
Slick" to "Uncle Sam"

"was now complete.
(Collier's, June 19,
1915.
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The United States late in December of 1914 lodged an
extremely stiff proteét against the newest "Order in
“Council" list. Ordinary diplomatic courtesy dictated that
such a nofe woula-be studied by the offending government
before the contents were released to the public. This did
not happen° The American "Shipping Protest" was released
almost immediately to the public.ZO

Although the premature publication stirred protocol-
consciousrdiplémats;Zl British editors said nothing
about diplomatic courtesy, confining their efforts to
copying the story out of American newspapers for the
benefit of the British reading public., And when they
received the official version from the British Foreign
Office, they spoke of the Amefican'"Shipping Protest" as

a friendly reminder which merited careful’consideratione22

often had relied on Jonathan Trumbull of Gonneoticut during
the Revolutionary War and when so doing, would say: "we
must consult with Brother Jonathan on this." Ibid., p. 147,

20The American "Shipping Protest" was sent on
December 26, 1914. FR, 1914 Supplement, pp. 372-375. The
protest was published under a December 28 date line in the
New York Times, December 29, 1914, In Great Britain, The
Times ~ (London) confirmed the protest on dJamuary 1, 1915
with an official text furnished by the British Foreign
Office,

?Lone British Ambassador to the United States, Sir
" Cecil Spring-Rice, for one, became extremely angry.
Charles Seymour, The Intimate Papers of Colonel House
(4 vols.; Boston, lass.: Houghton Mifflin Co., 1926-1928),
I’ 3150

22ppe mimes (London), January 1, 1915,
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Reaction to the American protest was different in
Germany. There, the popular press was saying that President
Wilson had actually taken a stand which, if held, cou;d be
a turning point in the war,2) (Characteristically, both

Kladderadatsch and Punch refiected their countries!

differing viewpoints on the protest. See figs. 38-39,
pp. 42-43.)

The French popular press, like its British counter-
part, was conciliatory.24 Italians were sympathetic
because their ships were also being detained.25 However,
Scandinavian newspapers were keeping silent, even though
more of their shipping was being interfered with than any
other natiénalgrouping,26

At home, the German-American press was more interested
in bringing to a stop the war-materiel trade. German-
American editors were devoting a great deal of space to
the support of Senators Gilbert M. Hitchcock of  Nebraské
and John D, Works of California and their efforts in
Congress to secure legislation that would severely limit .

the burgeoning trade in war supplies.27

23gg;nische Zeitung suggested America send war
materials to the Central Powers "under protection of
- American warships." The Frankfurter Zeitung said the
stopping of American munitions shipments would bring Great
Britain to its kmees. Literary Digest, January 2, 1915,

241bid., Jamvary 16, 1915, p. 91 2 Ibid.
261pia.  2Tbid., Janvary 2, 1915, p. 3.
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FIG. 38 "Taking a Stand at
Last." The German magazine

-predicts "John Bull" will lose
a few teeth now that America has
at last decided to do something about
enforcing its "free ships" doctrine.

(Kladderadatsch, January 17, 1915.)
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FIG. 39 "As Between Friends. British Lion: 'Please don't
look at me like that, Sam. You're not the eagle I'm up
against.'" The cartoon was drawn by Bernard Partridge.
(Bunch, January 6, 1915.)
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The war trade, df‘course, continued to boom in spite
of the efforts of individuals like Hitchcock and Works.
Both Congress and the Administration were reluctant to
interfere with something that could hamper the nation's
‘rebounding,prOSperity. A kind of "do nothing" policy was
evident in both branches of the national government»a28
Nor was popular support lacking- -—a national press poll
showed thét;most newspaper editors were unwilling to
prohibif the export of munitions to the‘Allies°29 And it
was this apathy that was driving not only the German-
Americgp press in¥o a frenzy, but the German popular press
as well (See fig. 40, p. 45).

This was the time when the motives of certain groups

and individuals were being increasingly questioned. The

Literary Digest was one of those publications that brought

the subject out in the open. The magazine had taken the
munitions poll cited above, and it had noted that
newspapers published in areas of large German populations

30

tended to0 be severe in condemnation of the war trade.

28Gnarles Callan Tansill, "War Profits and |
Unneutrality," America's Entry into World Var I, anthology
of divergent authorities (New York: Holt, Rinehart and
Winston, 1966), pp. 48, 50-52. Alice M. Morrisey, The
' American Defense of Neutral Rights, 1914-1917 (Cambridge,
Mass.: Harvard University Press, 1939), pp. v, 198.

29One thousand American editors were polled. There
were 440 replies: 244 said "no" to prohibiting the export
of arms; 167 said "yes." There were twenty-nine that made
no comment, Literary Digest, February 6, 1915, p. 225.

301134,
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FIG. 40 The suggestion was made that the Statue of
Liverty in New York Harbor should be exchanged for one
more fitting- -the "Goddess of Weapons-Trading,"
(Kladderadatsch, January 24, 1915.§
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The Digest cited the Morning World-Herald (Omaha,

Nebraska) as an example of the editorial criticism being

directed at the United States for its "reaping a blood-
31

money profit" from the sales of munitions.- The owner

of the World-Herald was Senator Hitchcock, and it was

true that his newspaper had embarked on a crusade, not
only to stop munitions trade, but also to preserve such -
traditipnal'American'rights_as’"Freedom of the Seas,">2
(See figs. 41-42, p. 47.)

The citations must have given the Digest some
satisfaction. It had Been—searching for three months for
some evidence of "American sympathy in the European
War."33 Instead of sympathy, the magazine might have made:
a better case for a new resurgence of patrictism. There
was as much evidence for one as the other (See figs. 43-
44, pp. 48-49). The bias against Germany and for Great
Britain had existed for some time, before the Venezuela

crisis and beyond;34

311pig.

32Dalstrom, "The Midwest Press and American Neutrality,"
unpublished Master's dissertation, pp. 27-40.

33;;§erary Digest, November 14, 1914, p. 939.

: 34American public opinion rose "hotly against Germany"
for the shelling of Fort San Carlo., Die Gross Politik der
Buropiischen Kabinette, 1871-1914: Sammiung de Diplomatischen
Akten des Auswartigen Amtes (40 vols.; Berlin: Deutsche
Verlagsgesellschaft fir Politik, 1922-1927), XVII, 274.




FIG. - 42 "Getting on Thin %4
Ice." (Mo World-Herald
[meaha y December 31, .

1914,)
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FIG. 41
"Britannia

- Rules the

Waves,."
Senator
Hitchcock's

‘newspaper
‘believed

"Freedom of
the Seas"
was worth

preserving
but even-

this early

in the war
some said
this stand
was not
inspired by
American
atriotism.
Morning
World-Herald
Omaha_/,
December 30,
1914.)
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FIG. 45 "More Homework Indicated."

The bias here is for greater patriotism,

and the implication is that the youngster
will pay attention to "professor" Wilson.
(New York Times, February 14, 1915.)
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. FIG. 45 "Obstructing
~%  Traffic, Your Honor."
: The feeling against the
: .. British for interfering
7 with American shipping
. was not confined to the
Midwest and its large
i population of German-
. Americans, as this
cartoon graphically
reveals. It was drawn
by Rollin Kirby of the
New York World. '
(Literary Digest
January 9, 1915.5

FIG. 46 "Famous British

o aeeide o | Authors Attack the Kaiser."
57 8% &y 5358 | Ding Darling showed some .
s v seNe =G| sympathy, not support, for
'ﬁ»;wd the German leader. Outright
e fyjf,.support for Germany was

’ rare in the United States
through the 1914-1917 era.
This cartoon appeared

first in the Register and
leader (Des Moines), then
in the New York Tribune.

wi| (Literary Digest,
, February 6, 1915.)
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CHAPTER V
WHO THINKS ABOUT THE FUTURE

MUST LIVE IN FEAR AND TERROR 1
' | Albert Einstein.-

On the first day of the new year 1915, the British
battleship Formidable was torpedoed and sunk by a German
submarine operating in the English Channelo2 There was
the ﬁsual périod of’uncertainty‘as to the cause of the
sinking- —whether the vessel had been sent to the "deep
six" by a tbrpedo or an exploding mine. Hours later, an
urgent message was being relayed to the Commander-in-
Chief of the British Expeditionary Force in France.3
The message was from the British Admiralty. It said the
German submarine base at Zeebrugge must be déstroyed at
once, Otherwise, the message added grimly, the B. E. F,
ran the risk of being cut off from its home base in
England. The fear at the Admiralty was a mixture of the
known end the unknown. The submarine was known to be

destructive but there was no known defense against it- =

hencevthe Admiralty resolved to destroy a submarine nest,

striking an obviously vulnerable spot.

louoted from a time-éapsule message from the 1939
World's Fair, Albert Einstein, Ideas end Opinions (New York:
Crown Publishers, Inc., 1954), p. 18.

New York Times, January 2, 1915.

-3Winston Leonard Spencer Churchill, The World Crisis
(6 vols.; New York: Charles Scribner's Somns, 1951 and
1923), II, 46. | T




American People (New York: Appleton-Ceniai:
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Heretofore, German submarines generally had steered
cledr of ﬁhe”chéﬁnel. Their reneved appea?ance*gave"the
British Admiralty added incentive for the destruction of
the U-boat base ingnéfthwest Belgium. France, however;
could nO%-bé~in%erested in the project. The French military
vwas giving its whole attentlon to a massive frontal assault
on. German 11nes 1n the 5pr1ngg4 The Brltish contlnued to .
_press for the Zeebrugge oPeratlonor They were anxious
-abouﬁ thelr supply lines but not anxxous enough to rlsk
attemptlng +the strlke alone°5 B ‘J”;;vm,wm,w;ngﬂ

Farther to tne north ‘the Brltlsh Admlralty also had
encountered failure in 1ts.attempt8xto~close-the Noxrth
‘Sea by sowing it with mines. The job could not be done~ =
the ﬁeafhér.was too bad, and the'areaftOO'big;6 This did-
‘not keep the British from charging'the‘GermanS'wi%h"
successfully d01ng what they could not° The Brltlsh
proclalmed the North Sea a mllltary area on,November 3 of

1914 bocause of alleged German mine—layln 1

4ibid°; pp. 12, 39. | : |
5Ibid,, Ppe 54-60, Zeebxugge vas shelved for the ill—
starred: "Dardanelles Operation.” Ibid. .

;6ﬂhen the United States entered the War,. another
attempt was made to mine the North Sea. This attempt also.
ended in failure. A. A. Hoehling, The Great. Var at Seas
~ A History of Naval Action, 1914-1918 (New York. Thomas Y.
Crowell Ca., 1965), pp. 247-267. ‘ '

Tohomas A. Bailey, A Diplomatic History of the
Teelie . 1044),

Pp. 511, 576, ‘ymbroits, 1964)
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The British now insisted that Admiralty pilots go
aboard all neutral ships, ostensibly to steer the vessels
through mine fields but in actuality it was a subberfuge
to curtail shipping bound for Scandinavian and German
ports.8 The United States did not protest, although
officials knew the truth of the matterog

In reprisal, Germany proclaimed a submarine blockade
of the British Isles. It was to take effect in two weeks,
on February 18, 1915.1°  The proclamation was followed up
by a significant warning from the American Ambassador to
Germany, James W. Gerard. He cabled that the Germans had
advised him that "it may not always be possible to save
crew and passengers" during a submarine attack,ll

This sparked an official reply, the United States
lodging an angry protest against "unrestricted submarine

nl2

warfare. At the same time, a2 milder note was sent to

London, protesting the use of neutral flags on vessels

operated by belligerents.l3

8Ernest R. May, The World VWar and American Isolatlon-
(Cambridge, Mass.: Harvard University bress, 1959), Des 25

QIbld., p. 26. 1%R, 1915 Supplement, p. 9.

Ibid. American newspapers carried the German
submarine proclamation, using almost the same phraseclogy
as that of the official note. New York Times, February 5,
1915,

12FR, 11915 Supplement, Pp. 98=93.

13Ibid., p. 119. The Lusitania was among those vessels
that hoisted the American flag when entering the Irlsh
Sea. New York Times, February 7, 8, 10, 1915.
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‘Eaitorial comment in the American press overwhelmingly
endorsed the protest notes, and_most‘éditors.séemea'to_feel
that the onus for}thevlétest crisis lay morefwith Germany
than vitthreathfitain.l4'On;the other_hand, the German=
American press was unanimous in'the-belief~that'the notes
'reveaiéd "a proQEngiish bias on the part of President
Wllson and hlS cablneto"l5
In~th1w connection, it is 1nteresﬁ1ng TO. nbte'the
_lack of edlﬁorlal cartoons on the 31tuation, Thousands
had been publmshod in February of 1915 but very few
anywhere dealt with the first submarine cr1s1s. Among
the few editorial cartoons on the subject were two- -
one from Punch, showing a Germanvbﬁll ruhningmamdk'in

& neutral chlna shop (fig. 48, p. 56), and one from

Kladderadatsch shOW1ng John Bull cowerlng under an.
Amerlcan flag (fig. 497 Pe 57)o.

The majority of the press in Germany was 1rri%ated

~as well as amused by Amerlcan threatsol6

Mbntag'Zéltunv said the United States hed o0 be blufflng'

The Berllner |

.vbecause 4t had no army and its: navy could approach no .

‘fcloser %0 ‘Gerinany's shores than the- BflﬁlSh‘ﬂ@vy.l7

_ f14I1terarV Dlgeot February 27, 1915, pe 409.
L1134, March 6, 1915, p. 465.  ‘OIbid,
Vipia.
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FIG. 48 "Running Amok. German Bull: 'I Know I'm Making
a Rotten Exhibition of Myself; But I Shall Tell Bverybody
I was Goaded into It.'" (Punch, February 14, 1915), and

- reprinted in Mr. Punch's Hist of the Great W London:
Cassell and Co., eleventh edition, 1921), p. 25.
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Y FIG. 49 John Bull

"Covers Up."

(Kladderadatsch,
February 21, 1915.)



The tittering Germans night not have been so amused
had they realized the limltations they saw in other navies
-~ wWas.more .characteristic of their,own~vaunﬁe&@&eaw£orees;
especially with regard to the-submétinevflotillag_This-was
the weapon that was to force Great Britain to sue for an
early peace ( See fig. 50, p..59)' The flotilla was on
battle- statlon the first day of the. unrestrlcted submarlne :

Jwarm:mbath U boaﬁsola

German naval chleftalns maaaged to
raise the battle patrol to eight by the end of the month.
,It would take another year, however, to increase thOQe
elght to a thoroughly reSpectable patrol of elghteen
'U—boatse;g ‘This small force did cause fearful damage~to-
Alliédﬁshipping (no%ffo_mehtion Gefman:foreién lei¢y>s
But the damage was not ﬁecisive.-Great Britain WaS‘not-
forced from the war. There were not enough U-boats in

the rlgnt place at the right tlme to do the Job°29

iarion Co Slney, The. Allled Blockade of Germany, o
191.4~1916 (Ann Arbor, HMich.: Un1vers;ty of Hichigan Press,
1957), ppo 6365,

19Ibid._ t should be empnaslzed that "patrol" is a
key word, A flotilla could send only zbout one-third of its
force on patrol. The rest was either going on or off battle
station, or being serviced in port. Hence, eighteen would
-indicate a flotilla of about 54 U-boats. Michael ‘Balfour, -
The Kaiser and His Times (London: The Cresset Press, 1964),
pp. 360-371; Virginia Cowles, The Kalser (London,‘Colllns
Co., 1963), p. 364.

2OErlch von - Falkenhayn, Genpral Headquarter ,'1914, 
1916, -And Its Critlcal Decxslons (London: Hutchins on and
Co, l9l9), P 156 ST
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FIG. 50 "The Beginning of Underwater War, February 18,
1915." The interesting thing about this cartoon is that
more sSubmarines, "twenty-four," are attacking than Germany
actually was able to send out during any single period in
1915. (Kladderadatsch, February 28, 1915.)
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Winston Churchill as First Lord of the British

Adniralty hed decided that full and prompt publication
- of -shipping losses was the best policy'in;the*submarine
var. Thié,-as it turned out, was a rather*good-policy“buf
*Qne~ean‘bnlyuopeculate how long it would have lasted if
more than two German U-boats had been on battle station.
~4Prompu pub];catlon had the obvious advantage of - keeping
both - offlclaldom and the general publlc 1nformed thau the 2l
situation, while serious, was far from hOPeleSSx_ The
~policy.also furnished the press withjnew'"vérmstbries"i‘
‘alhost déily'21v¥henever an Ameiican was involved, the .
parthular "war story of the day' became Just that much
morezlmportant to Amer ican editors and the 1ead1ng publlco&
Leon C. Thrasher was a case in point. He was drowned when
the British steamer Falaba was sunk by éﬂGermén suﬁmarihe
on March 28, 1915. New York_newSpaperéfhad‘the‘story fhe
next day.22 They gave the Falaba more than the usual
space fof}the "war story of the day.“'. Cartoonists'also‘
‘were.allétted'more gpace. They reSpoﬁdéd,wiih'stinginn
‘ind¢cements of Germany, amonb the most notable vere two

"that were publxshed in the Brooklyn ag e ( See flnqg
51—52,.pu‘6l).

210hurch111, world Crisis, 11, 299-301. One British
‘merchantman was sunk by a submarine on February 18, 1915;
by “the end of the month, eleven additional ships had been
attacked by U-boats but only seven of these vere sunk. Ibid.

22New Yox& JTimes, March 29, 1915,
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The Falaba was the first passenger ship sunk by
German su.bmarine_action.23 In the words of the Literary
Digest

No pfevious incident of the war has stirred

the American press to such vigorous

condemnation as the torpedoing of the British

steamer Falaba with its sacrifice of more

than one hundred unoffending non-combatants,

among them an American citizen.

Two things can be drawn from the above statement:
prompt publication enhanced sympathy for the Allies; and
the phrase "unoffending non-combatants" was an indication
that German  U-boats were losing the "war for men's
minds." These trends were strengthened by the coming of
other events that "stirred the American press," and not
all German by any means.25 The Allies were busy, too,
but with a difference. Ships such as the Dacia, the
Wilhelmina, and others, were captured rather than destroyed.
The "unoffending non-combatants" and the "innocent
bystander“ were not physically harmed, and as time went on

this made an increasing difference in American attitudes.,

( See fig. 53, p. 63.)

23The distinction between passenger ship and merchant-
man is not as clear as the names suggest. Passenger ships
~handled both people and cargo; whereas, merchantmen were
bulk carriers, that also carried passengers who could not or
would not pay the higher price for first elass travel.

'24_I_Jg‘.jaerary Digest, April 10, 1915, p. 789.

25Mark Sullivan, Qur Times (6 vols.; New York:
Charles Scribner's Sons, 1926—19%6), V, 104.
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There was grim comedy involved in the U-boat attack
‘on the American ship Gulflight on May 1, 1915.2° The
captain died of "heart failure," a cook was scalded, two
sailors jumped overboard and were‘droWned.27 The ship did
not sink and it vas towed into port.?® The Gulflight,
owned by the American Oil Company, had been running under
the flag of the United States when it was torpedoed off
30

the Scilly Islands.2) There had been no warning,”” and
none should ha#e been expected éince the tanker was in

the war zone and the antics of the crew indicate clearly
the attack may have been unexpected but not un-anticipated.
To Theodore Roosevelt, however, and to others of his
temperament, the torpedoing of the Gulflight was "an

w3l Nor was the Gulflisht

act of piracy, pure and simple,
an isolated incident. Even as it was being towed to port,
three Norwegian and two Swedish merchantmen were attacked
and sunk.32

The VWilson Administration, meantime, had not reached
any agreement on what the official position of the United
States should be with regard to unrestrictedhsubmarine
war. This was, however, a time for uncertainty. Nobody was

- certain about the outcome of the submarine war, except the

Germans and as it turned out they were certainly wrong.

2ONew York Times, May 2, 1915.  2/Ibid.  2°Ibid.
291pia.  “YIbid., May 3, 4, 1915.
311pig., May 5, 1915,  ~2Ibid., May 4, 1915.
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"A Deep}Note" from :
" the "Father of the German

Navy." Admiral Alfred von
Tirpitz, here cast in the
role of Enrico Caruso,

was a hero-figure in

Germany.

(Kladderadatsch,,'-
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BavAN | FIG. 54 "Wilson:
~| "What's Keeping
the Plumber?'" .
-Many believed the
appointment of
Bryan a mistake. -
His performance
in office did .
little to dispell
' the original doubts.
o (New York Times,
March 7, 1915.)
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FIGS. 56-60 German View of the Submarine War. From the
left: "Brother Jonathan (U. S.) War-Profiteer."
"Introducing the Maker of Killers (Sir Edward Grey).
"Death at Sea." "The 'U' Stands for Vessels Underwater,"
Uncle Sam "Exchanges Notes" with Germany and Great T
Brltain. (Kladderadatsch, April 4, 1915.)
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FIG, 61 "Edward Grey: 'These Everlasting Notes.*

They've Filled the Basket, Again. It Must Be
Bmptied!'" (Kladderadatsch, April 11, 1915.)
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FIG, 62 "The Spirit of Neutrality. 'Mr. Bryan, I.
protest against the misuse of the high and pure
principles of true neutrality, which you are subverting
to justify the dirty weapons haggle.'" This cartoon is
an excellent example of the incredible gap in German
understanding the American political picture.
(Kladderadatsch, May 2, 1915.)

FIG. 63 "The Dove: 'l should
worry!'" This is a not so
subtle reminder that a strong
nation has a good chance of
being let alone. The American
mood was becoming more militant
even before the sinking of the

£ (Collier's The Natio
¥Yeekly, May 1, 1915.




CHAPTER VI
MEN ARE GOVERNED BY THE

WEAKNESS OF THEIR IMAGINATIONS 1
' ' Walter Bagehot

In 1915, there was only one basic bridge between a
tragedy and the general public's first knowledge of it.
This was the written word. Often, the words set in print
came as a sﬁdden, brutal shock. Seldom was thefe any time
to prepare for the tragedy beforehahd.2 The sinking of
the Lusitania was just such a tragedy.

The average American reading his Saturday morning
newspaper on May 8, 1915 experienced mixed feelings of
disgust and disgrace for a humanity which perpetrated the
wanton murder of hundreds of men, wbmen, and children.o
Many recalled that the common reaction was to go out and

pick a fight with the first German encoun‘tered.4

| lyalter Bagehot, The English Constitution and Other
Political Essays (New York: D. Appleton and Co., 1882),
Pe 101.

2Electronic communications now serve as a "buffer"
or "cushion" for tragedies that grip the nation. The shock
remains but it is not nearly as acute as it was when ‘
newspapers served as the common medium for communications.
It is not easy to say why this is so. The authority of the
‘printed or written word may be a factor.

3sullivan, Our Times, V, 120.
41piq. |
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The sinking of the Lusitania temporarily created a
‘rare show of unanimity among American newspapers. Editorial
condemnation was almost unanimous. Just two "English=-
language" newspapers dared to defend the destruction of
the mighty liner.5 The tone of the condemnalion was
harshly severe and limited only by the social pruderies of
language.6 Hate and anger were especially noticeable in
the'editorial cartoons (figs. 64-69, pp. 70-74). The
striving for neutrality was lost in the passion of the
moment- -but only a moment- -as the hours becane days and
the déys months, a more balanced objectivity crept back
into the editorial cartoons. Gone forever, on the other
hand, was the "innocent bystander."7

In Germ;ny, the sinking of the Iusitania met with
universal approval.8 Nor was any great sorrow expressed

about the loss of lives. The passengers, after all, had

been Warned.g (See figs. T0-T3, Pe 75.)

5The only two American "English-language" newspapers
defending the sinking were the St. Louis Times and the
Milwaukee Free Press. Literary Digest, May 22, 1915, p. 1197.

61pid., May 15, 1915, pp. 1134-1135.

7Many groups, civic leaders, and newspapers who
heretofore had professed neutrality now swung into the Allied
camp. Edwin Emery, The Press and America (Englewood Cliffs,
N. J.: Prentice-Hall, Inc., 1964), p. 585, '

BFR, 1915 Supplement, p. 44.

9The German Embassy in Washington caused to be
published a warning to Americans traveling on Allied ships.
New York Times, May 1, 1915,
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FIG. 65 "Removing the Hyphen." The cartoonist is saying
in effect that "German" was no longer suited for anything
"American." (Education was no longer the answer as it was
in fig. 43, p. 48.) (New York Times, May 16, 1915.) '
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FIG. 66 "The Announcer." This was one of the most
striking editorial cartoons that was concerned with
the Lusitanis. W. A. Rogers combined the paid
newspaper warning advertisement with the man who was
responsible for placing it in New York papers,
Johann von Bernstorff. The cartoon was reprinted in

‘many other publications. (Brooklyn Eagle, May 8, 1915.)
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FIG. 67 "The High Seas in the Year of Our Lord, 1915."

Ding Darling no longer sympathized about the Kaiser's

problems (fig. 46, p. 50). This cartoon was reprinted by
other newspapers. (Des Moines Register and Leader,

May 9, 1915.)
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FIG. 68 "Mother's Day." The Philadelphia North
American. (Cartoons Magazine VII, June, 1915.)
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FIG. 69 "What Have

“You Done With Your

Brother Abel?"

The Sun (New York).

(New York Times

Current Histo

of the Buroress

in ¥ar 11,  June,
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Die Eufifania und Uncle Sam

_Raba’ Machen Sie keine Wike, iy fardt midh nidy
Wouw hdtte ih denn meine - Fiftolen mit:~

oBerfludter Kert! Wae aebt ancn Unfduldigen  f.
Ghre Nauferer ani”

FIGS. 70-73 "The Lusitania and Uncle Sam." Starting from
upper left: "Don't go here, man. It's too rough." "Ha,
you make me laugh. I'm not afraid. Yhy should I be when

I have my pistols along?" The last cartoon: "Cursed '
Fellow. Of what interest is your fight to an innocent,."
(Kladderadatsch, May 23, 1915.)

ﬁ%&g/é%fﬁ\\ﬁﬁa FIG. 74 "Just as John Bull
el _;§"  said the U-boat was a mere
prick of .a needle, the ‘
Lusitania sank before his
eyes.”" (Kladderadatsch,

July 4, 1915.)
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Many of the prominent passengers, boarding the

- Tusitania on May 2, 1915, already had been warned in a
variety of ways that the great ocean liner was making her
last trip. There were strangers at the pier who warned them
to stay ashore.lo Uthers had received telegrams, signed by
fictitious names, stating the Iusitania was going to be

11 e German Embassy, as noted earlier, had

torpedoed.
run its warning advertisement (fig. 63, p. 72). Reporters
were waiting at the gangway and they had asked whether any-
one was taking the threats}seriously.‘Cunard officials had
already told the press that the advertisement had caused no

12 This was a lie. There had been cancellationse-

cancellations,
Actress Ellen Terry would not go aboard; neither would the
Isador Duncan Troupe of Dancers;l3 Alfred Gwynn Vanderbilt,
who inexplicably had cancelled his passage on the maiden
voyage of the ill-starred Titanic three years before, had
no intention of doing anything similar on the Lusitanis
because of the various warnings he had received, which
included cne from an anonymous telephone ca,.ller.14 The
playvwright, Justus Miles Forman, also professed to be not

worried, saying he had "no time" for such trifles.l5

101 terary Digest, May 15, 1915, pp. 1133-1134.
Tbid. Also New York Times, May 2, 1915. 127144,

A. Hoehling and Mary Hoehling, The Last Voyage
of the Tusitania (New York: Henry Holt and Go., 1956), p. 39.

141pia., 37-40. 151p44d., p. 35.
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The manager of a London whiskey distillery, Alexander
Campbell, told reporters that there was no cause to worry

because the Iuistanis could run away "from any submarine

the Germans have got»"ls Captain William Thomas Turner

agreed, and he suggested the warnings were nothing more

than jokes'of rather bad taste.l7

Among the 1924 passengers were Canadian soldiers, some

in uniform.18 In the hold, there were supplies to feed

and proﬁision a small city for many months.t? The hold,
no doubt, contained things not listed on the manifest.
The inspection team assigned, the so-called "Neutral Sguad,"
had been known to overlook questionable items on other :
'shipso20 These were minor sins, however, in the face of
world public opinion that condemned the sinking of the

21

Iusitania,’ as minor as Captain Turner's failure to

22

zigzagg his ship in the war zone, or whether the liner

had been deliberately selected as a target by the Germans,

lsIbidg 17Ibid. Turner's next command wés a mile-
ship. Ibid., p. 233.

181pid. p. 36.

195, vers Relating to the Foreign Relations of the

United States, The Lansing Papers, 1914-1920 (2 vols,;
Washington, D. C.: U. S. Government Printing Office, 19%39-

1940), I, 385-386, 434-436.

200harles Tansill, America Goes to War (Boston, Mass.:
Little, Brown and Co., 1938), p. 282.

2lBailey, A Diplomatic  History of the American People,
. Po 5T8.

22Churchi11,'World Crisis, II, 348.
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The wave of angér whiéh swept the country began to

cool in the days that followed the 31nk1ng of the

' *“$ﬁ§iﬁaﬁia; The inc¢lination was to let the President take

the lead 1n defending American rlghts and lives_(flg. 76,
-p,_79)Q‘ Most people applauded thé*Prcdidcht‘ﬁ;speech in -
Philadelphia on May 10, 1915 when he declared that there
;wéé such a thing "as‘being too proud to‘fight;“gB
fJustjtheg&ay}before,;the.SecfetaryyOffState;vWilliam"'
Jenﬁinﬁs Bryan,- had»writfeﬁ the President thatJ%he~
Germans had the rl”ht to stop shlpments of contraband
if they could 24 Bryan went on- to say that- "y ship
carrying. contraband should not rely upon passenﬂers to
protect her from attack~ =it would be like putting

wqmen and children in front of an army.."z5

Thé German-American press, now frankly worried;zé

had been saying much the same thing for many months,

The éermanaAmerican editors, however, emphasized that

the passengers had been amply warned.(fig. 78,7p;.80),
Agreeing-was the official German Government Répfesentative5
brf Bernhard Dernburg,-who add¢d that American pagséngeps

C P e i ' v i e IO TR Y~4
‘were "being used as a cloak for England's war shipments." 7

23Nem York Timew, hay 11, 1915»

24Paxton Hibben, The Peerless Leader: Wiliiam Jénningg
‘Bryen (New York: Farrar and Rinehart, 1929), p. 343.
22161a,  “®piterary Digest, May 15, 1915, p. 1135.
2Ty
h

e York 11mes, May 9, 1915,
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FIG. 75 "Britannia to
America on the Sinking

of the Lusitania: 'In
silence you have looked

on felon blows,

On butcher's work of which
the waste lands reek;

Now, in God's name, from
Whom your greatness flows,
Sister, will you not speak?'"
(Punch, May 12, 1915.)

&7

/",

FIG. 76 "Whither Thou
Goest I Go, Mr. President."
This cartoon is indicative
of the .support Wilson was
getting from all parts of
the country, regardless of
how many German-Americans

- | happened to be among the

| various local populations.
The Artist is Guy Spencer,
who would not be compared
with Punch's F. H. Townsend
(above). Spencer, however,
was able to turn out a _
cartoon-a-day for some twenty

- | years. (Morning World-Herald
J [ Omaha_7/, May 11, 1915.)
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FIG. 7T B

"Made in B
Germany."
(Collier's

The National
Weekly, June 5,
; 1915.)

JUSTUS MOLES
FORMAN,

MURDERED.Mav7 [
s

2
MURDERED
. LUSITANIA

SSLUSETANIA,

FIG. 78
"Vell, Ve
Varned
Em'." .
(New York
Herald,
May 8
1915.)
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The first Lusitania note, sent on May 13, 1915, was
a streight forword reassertion of American claims that its
citizens had the "indisputable" right to go where they
pleased, when they pleased. The note demanded reparation
for the loss of American life and property on the Iusitanis,
and a disavowal of further "unrestricted" submarine war.28

When the German Secretary of State for Foreign
Affairs read the Lusitania note, he laughed, "Right of
free travel on the seas," he said, "why not right of free

travel on land in war territory" as well.29 Gottlieb von

Jagow was certain Germany would never give up any part of

50

the submarine war. And he seemed to echo the feelings

A
of the German public at the “t;:i_me.)l

dagovw's revly, as might
be expected under such circumstances, was vague and the
most positive thing about it was the suggestion for more

talks on the Lusitania. 2 (See Tig. 79, p. 62.)

28FR, 1915 Supplement, pp. 393-396.

9Joseph C. Grew, Turbulent Era: A Diplomatic Recoxd
of Forty Years (Boston, lMass.: Houghton Mifflin, 1952),
.‘po l950

301pid.,

3:"”C[.‘he Kolnische Voikszeitung said "the sinking of the
Lusitania is a success for our submarines which must be
placed beside the greatest achievement of the naval war."
Literary Digest, May 22, 1915, p. 1206,

32Ambassador Gerard to Colonel House, June 1, 1915,
Seymour, Intimate Papers, I, 454-455.




82

- ~ N JCRRSGN

LsabaRZ-c

FIG. 79 "English Commerce Dreadnought, Churchill-Type,
for Munitions, Passengers, and Transport.” The sign on the
left says "Attention: Do Not Shoot. Neutrals Aboard." The
other, "Take Care. Do Not Torpedo. American on Board."
(Kladderadatsch, May 23, 1915.)
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Bryan wanted to add a "face-savings" postscript to
the first Iusitania note but he was over:c-uled,33 The
second American note was even sterner than the first and
Bryan was appalled. He was certain it would "trigger war"
with'Germany, if the language was not softened the second
time. It was not softened and Bryan resigned as Secretary
of State.34 He had become convinced that the United
States had one set of rules for Germany and another,
easier, set for Great Britain.BS‘ To some people, especially
in the east, Bryan's "leaving the ship" at a critical hour

was only a little short of treason.36

To other people,
Bryan was sinmply following his conscience.37 The nation,
however, was inclined to stand with the President rather

than the Commoner.-° (See figs. 80-86, pp. 84-86.)

33McA.doo, Crowded Years, pp. 332-3%6; Josephus Daniels,
The Wilson Era: Years of Peace, 1910—1911 (Chapel Hill,
N, C.: University. of North Carolina Press, 1944), pp. 429-,
432; David F. Houston, Eight Years with Wilson' & Cabinet,
191%-1920 (Garden City, N. Y.: Doubleday, Page and Co.,
1926 ] ppo 136"1390

34Bailey, A Diplomatic History of the American Peovle,
Pe 579, '

35Harry Elmer Barmes, World Politics in Modern
Civilization (New York: Alfred A. Knopf, 19%0), pp. 358-359.

36Literary,D1pest June 26, 1915, p. 1517.

. 37George Creel, "The Commoner" Harper's Weekly, June 26,
1915, pp. 604-606,

3Literary Digest, June 26, 1915, p. 5173 Ibid.,
June 19, 1915, p. 1448,




84

FIGS. 80-81
Bryan and
Lansing
are given
equal
treatment
on the
front page,
in contrast
to the.
editorial

age
%below).
(New York
Times,
June 9,
1915.)

LA TN
|| RESIGNS rrop
| THE CABINET

RS-
FIG. 82 "Bad News." The suggestion was that
Bryan was friendly to Germany and Mexico at a
time when the United States had strained relations.
with both of those nations. (New York Times,

Ju_ne 9y 19150) '
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FIG. 85

"A Parthian
Brick,"

&, from the

New York
World
ZCartoonsvII
Magazine VII,
June, 1915.)-

FIG 86

' "The
Benevolent
' Assassin,"
P from the U=

‘ New York -
§E§-‘.|\wa‘
(Cartoons ', -

Magazine VII, 'i
Ju.ne, 1915 5“ All




CHAPTER VII

A LION IS IN THE STREETS
Proverbs xxiii. 5.

Vhile it is true that the resignation of William
‘Jennings Bryan may have created the lmpression of a
‘divided govermment,. the practical political benefits
which accrued as a result dictated just the opposite to be
the case. Henceforth, the emphasis of the Administration |
would be on a singleness of policy.2 (One is tempted to
use the word confusion rather than policy, however.)
Woodrow Wilson took full charge of the helm and he was in
no mood to brook further interference from ship's officers
and crew (figs. 87-89, p. 88). The move to a unified
authority came during a period of diplomatic crisis, and
at a time when the other side, Germany, was still Dbeing
subjected to much the same kind of division the Wilson
Administration had just'undergone.3 And there seemed to

be some justice in the fact that the divided German
leadership had thprougly misinterpreted Bryan's position

prior to his resignation.

il
p. 580
®Marion C. Siney, The Allied Blockade of Germany,
1914-1916 (Ann Arbor, Mich.: University of Michigan
Press, 1957), p. 127.
Sterman military leaders took undisputed control of

Germany in August, 1916. A. J. P. Taylor, The Course of
German History (New York: Capricorn Books, 1961), p. 171.

Bailey, A Diplomatic History of the American People,
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TR “ FIG. 87 "The President at the
Helm," From the Star
{ (Washington, D. C.). The Star
believed that with Bryan's
u——resignatlon, Wilson would now
u.,i,become his own Secretary of

.State. (American Review LII,
~ July, 1915.)

FIG. 88 "Our Ambidextrous Diplomat
Dealing with Germany and Mexico at

the Same Time." From the Sun (Baltimore).
(Amerlcan Rev1ew LII, July, 1915.)

Ce T, 12 "al‘

U ‘.. //v\/
r;‘AR'Nf
! D ‘pgmlﬂ

'Bz‘FIG. 89 "Spokesman
- .. for Humanity." John
5 Te McCutcheon in the
S Chicago Iribune

' (American Review LII,
July, 191505
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The Germens had held Bryan personally responsible for

the trade in war munitions'.4

(See fig. 62, p. 67.).
Bryan's resignation left them sorely puzzled and they
generallf resolved the matter by deciding that the Commoner
would run for president in 1916 and his leaving the cabinet
was to give him freedom to begin campaigning (fig. 90,
p. 90).

In any event, the second Lusitania note was sent the
day after Bryan's resignation, on June 9, 1915.° (See
fig. 91, P. 91.) A third note followed in July, with the
United States warning that a repetition of more ruthless
sinkings would be regarded as "deliberately unfriendly."s
The German Ambassador to Washihgton, Count von Bernstorff,
had been insisting all along that another Iusitasnia
incident would mean war with the United States.'

It was about this time that the "Government-by-
Committee" in Berlin had concluded that victory might
still be extractéd on the battlefield. A change in policy

with regard to America seemed definitely indicated.

Aliterary Digest, June 26, 1915, p. 1527.
5Bakér, Public Papers, I, 343-350.

®lansing to Gerard, July 21, 1915, FR, 1915
Supplement, pp. 480-482.

Johann von Bernstorff, Iy Three Years in America
(New York: Charles Scribner's and Sons, 1920), pp. 30-31.
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FIG. 90 "The American Peace Sapling." "The method differs
‘with each. The goal, however, is the same- -namely, the
future presidency." (Kladderadatsch, June 27, 1915.)
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'You'd‘

better read that part of my note over again."

(New York Times, June 6, 1915.)

"Lest He Forget." "Uncle Sam:

PFIG. 91
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The war was going well for the Germans. The Russian
retreat had become a rout by August, 1915.8 Allied armies
were being defeated or repulsed from fhe Dardanelles to
the western front.g Moreover, it was evident that Allied

diplomacy was failing in the Balkans .0

The U-boat war was progressing, too. An incredible
number of ships had been»destroyed, most of which had been
under British registry.ll But as General Falkenhayn had
observed; unreétricted submarine war had not forced Great
Britain to yield, and there were no signs to indicate
there would be any yielding in the future.12

Such was the background for the German decision to
issue privéte orders to U~boat commanders. Henceforth,
German submarines were ordered to spare enemy passenger
liners whenever possible.13 Those private orders were
violated on August 19, 1915 when the British passenger

liner Arabic was torpedoed and sunk without warning.l4

8A J. P. Taylor, The Strugsgle for Hastexy of Eurone,
1848-1918 (London: Oxford at the Clarendon Press, 1957),
Pp. 566-567.

9Raymond James Sontag, European Diplomatic History,

1871-193%2 (New Yorks Appleton-Cuntury—Crofts, 1933),

107p1q.

llShlpplng losses in 1915 came to 1,312,216 gross
tons, of which 885,471 tons were British. J. A. Salter,
Allied Shipping Control (London: Humphrey Milford, 1921),

" p. 356,
1250¢ page 58.

‘ 13Foster Rhea Dulles, America's Rise to World Pover,
1898-1954 (New York: Harper Torchbook, 1963), pp. 93-94.

14New York Times, August 20, 1915.
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To most Americans (figs. 92-94, p. 94), the sinking
of the passenger liner Arabic was nothing less than a
"deliberately unfriendly" act, about which Germany had
been specifically warned. Once again, popular tensions
began to rise in the United States, just as they had
following the sinking of the Iusitania (figs. 95—96,
p. 95). Fearing that this newest incident might pave the
way to war, Count Bernstorff took it on his own to pledge
that passenger liners would not again be attacked without
warninggl5

Bernstorff was sharply reprimanded by his superiors
for his unauthorized pledge and for revealing those

16

secret instructions to submarine commanders. The

German Government, however, did disavow the sinking of

the Arabic, and said that an indemnity would be psid.l7

The giving in to the United States was limited generosity
at best- -only passenger liners were involved which were

unarmed and unresisting. The status of merchantmen and

18

armed vessels remained uncertain. Nor was the appeasement

faction wiiling to meet +the demands raised by Americans in

the Iusitania case.l9

| 15 Bernstorff to Lansing, September 1, 1915, Seymour,
Intimate Papers of Colonel House, p. 37

16Link, Wilson and the Progressive Bra, p. 169.

, : 17Gerard to Lansing, September 20, 1915, FR,
1915 Supplement, pp. 551-552.

l8Link,»Wilson and the Progressive Era, p. 169.
L3114,
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e FIGS. 92-94 "Support for Wilson." 1In
> reprinting these cartoons on one page,
v the American Review said they were
rs "among the least harsh and offensive of
the hundreds that appeared in American
newspapers last month, dealing with
the United States and Germany. A great
many were in the same taunting and
bitter spirit shown by the irate
cartoonists of Germany. Our American
brethren of the pencil should employ
better methods and show kindlier
manners." Upper left, "A Reply, But
Not an Answer," the Leader (Cleveland),
Lower left, "Make No Mistake About Who
Signed It!" From the Times Dispatch
(Richmond). Below, "The
Guiding Spirit," which was
distributed about the country
by the Central Press Syndicate.
(American Review LII, July,




FIG. 95 "Neutral Rights."
(Harper's Weekly, August 21,
1915, ’

FIG. 96

: "Another
Victory- -

® Ha! Ha! Ha!"

" (Collier's The
" National Weekly,
u%Angust 23, 1915.

95
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As the talks continued between Germany and the United
States, the Allies became increasingly bitter and sullen.
Many had expected the United States to go to war with the
sinking of the Iusitania. The resignation of Bryan seemed
only to confirm these hopes. They had ncver liked Bryan
and his kind of pacifism. The Allies and their populations
had believed that Bryan's abrupt departure meant that
¥ilson was through talking and was about to serve an
ultimatum. When this did not turn out to be the case,
anger, coupled with fear that a deal might be made, began
to mount in the camps of the Allies (figs. 97-102, pp.
97-102). The sinking of the Arabic was convincing proof
to the Allies-— ~the United States could not or would not
£ight .20

205t British journals by this time were "clearly
contenptuous" of nearly everything and everybody in the
Wilson Administration. Armin Rappaport, The British Press
and Wilson Neutrality (Gloucester, Mass.: Peter Smith,
1965), pp. 44-46. The dislike of Bryan and his motives
by Europeans is amply illustrated in the pages of the
Literary Digest throughout this period, especially in the
issue of June 26, 1915, p. 1527.
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FIG. 97 "Hamlet U, S. A." "Scene: Rampartis.
of the White House., President Wilson: 'The time
is out of joint. O cursed spite, that ever I was
born to set it right.' Voice of Col. Roosevelt
(off). ‘'That's so.'" (Punch, May 19, 1915. )

97
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FIG. 98 "The Word Lord." '"Kaiser to Uncle Sam:
'Everything can be explained. I can put the whole thing
in a nutshell, if you'll only listen to me for three

years5 or the duration of the war.'" (Punch, June 9,

1915.
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‘FIG. 99 "Some Bird." "The returning dove to President
Woodrow Noah: 'Nothing doing.' The eagle: 'Say, boss,

what's the matter with trying me?'"
1915.)

(Punch, June 16,
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'FIG. 100 "Wilson Policy." "Bagle (ducking): ‘'Look
here, lMr. President, this has got to stop. I'm beginning

to look ridiculous.'" Cape Times (Cape Town, South
Africa). (Cartoons Magazine VII, June, 1915.)

1100
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FIG. 101 "Warning From the United States.” "Wood~not-
row Wilson: 'If you sink too many of my ships, I'll- -!
'"Wilhelm: 'Vell,-vat vill you do?' 'Gif me a hiding?'
'No, but I'll become very distant in my manner, and won't

remember your next birthday.'" The Sydney Bulletin
(Australia). (Cartoons Magazine VII, June, 1915.)
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FIG. 102 "The American-German
Confliect." "A war of marionettes- -
without shedding of blood." This
Italian cartoon was reprinted from
L'Asino (Rome).  (New York Times

Current Histo of the European VWar
X, December, 1915.)




CHAPTER VIII
'PEACE AND PROSPERITY

The -last quarter of 1915 for the United States was
a time of feverish ﬁfosperity. This was a sharp ¢oﬁtrast_
to the year just before, when the_counfry had been_in‘a'"
mild recession., A vipOrous business resurgence had
_replaced the cycllcal depre881on that had strlcken the
| natwonal economy in 1914 While it was true that some of
thws resurgence late in 1915 could be traced to 1ncreased~
internal demand ‘there was no denylng that the sudden
mushroomlng of war trade with Burope became so important
- 40 the economy that 1ts'1nterruptlon cou;d'ea81ly"have
been’disastrous,l This war commerce, unfortunately, had
‘become one-sided. Bxports to the Allies were trebling af 
a time when tfadefwith‘Central‘Europe'waéﬁdwindiing to
almost nothing. (The Germans bitterly resented tnls ygr
trade and it continued to be a factor in diplomatic
relafigns between the Central Powers and the Uﬁited Stafes,

See figSe 103—107, pp- 104-1050)

””iSpéciélfSenate Comnittee. Hearings Before the Special
Committee Investigating the Munitions Industry, T4th Cong.,
2nd Sess. (40 parts; Washington, D. C.: United States =
" Government Printing Office, 1937), V, Senate Report 944,

- 2American exports 1o ‘the Allies rose between 1914 and
1916 fron $824, 869 000 to $3,214,000,000. ‘Foster Rhea o
Dulles," Amewica s Rise to World Power, 1898~l§§ 4 (New York:.
Harper Torchbook, 1963), pe 95,
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FIG. 103 "Futile Labor of Love." [*A nice Kite, Wilsoneken,
but with that bomb tail, you will never get it up." The
figure on the right is a representation of "lir.
Kladderadatsch." (Kladderadatsch, August 29, 1915.)
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Berlin,

va. Kladderadatfd) .5

Etftes Beiblatt

Hus Wiljons Rede am amerikanifiden ,Dankfagungstage*

{9Rit Ichialidyen Flubtrationen)

i Bir find ju der Criennnis der Rolle gehommen,
_Dieles Jadr ift etn Jabr defondever Hegnumgen gervelen! die wir unter bem Slkern yu | siden baden,

and unlere Fabiakeif, aflen yu dienen, die in der ift duedh eine qitlige Borlebung durd)
Laae warcn, nnfcre Dientie in Anibrudy 3 nebmen. immer_reichere Srien belatnt

FIGS. 104-107 "Wilson's Thanksgiving speech of

1915 served as the basis of an angry German
denouncement of American policies. Upper left,
"This was a year of special blessing." Upper
right, "We became aware of our role for serving
the people." Lower left, "And we were in a
position of letting the people take advantage of
our services." Lower right, "All this has paid.
We have prospered. Hallelujah!" (Kladderadatsch,

December 19, 1915.)
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The times were both good and changing in the United -
States. Americans were just beginning to appreciate the
values associated with automobiles and Henry Ford was about
to put a whole generation "in the driver's seat" by
instélling<assembly lines in his plants to turn out |
modestly priced cars on a mass-production ba_sis.3 It was
indicative of the time that Ford was paying his production
workers what was then the unheard of wage of five dollars
a day.4 Soon ‘the street'urchin*S'cry of "Get a Horse!"
would be replaced by words and music of "In My Merry
Oldsmobile."” o

Popular music also was heralding another change. The
pacifismuof“l9l4;‘aSTfypifie&fby'"I’Didn‘t”Raise*MyiBoy
to Be a Soldier," was giving way in 1915 to more militant
tuneé}such,as-ﬁlf@ Be¥Proud’to Be the Mother of a.
Soldiera“srfThis incipientumilitancy‘was}being shaped.by”
an increésing desire for security. There was,bas‘yet,_nd
inclination to consider war a logical extension to a

particular national policy‘(figs. 108~110; §.1107).

3John B. Rae, The American Automobile: A Brief History
(Chicago, Ill.: University of Chicago FPress, 1965), pp. 61—
63, 67. o '
41pia. -
5Ernest‘R. Dupuy, Pive Days to War: April 2-6, 1917
(Harrisburg, Pa.: The Stackpole Co., 1967), p. 7.

6Yariety Music Cavalcade, 16201950 ed. Julius
Mattfeld (New York: Prentice-Hall, 1952), pp. viii, 327-
331, 335-340. Jack Burton, The Blue Book of Tin Pan Alley
(Watkins Glen, N. Y.: Century House, 1951), pp. 147-150.
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FIG. 108

"The Harvest
Moon in Europe."
The Denver
Post.

zLitera Digest
October 3, 1915.5

FIG. 109 "Bringing Up

Re-enforcements." The Daily Eagle (Brooklyn).
New York Sun. (Literary (Literary Digest, October

Digest, October 10, 1915.) 10, 1915.
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A great deal of concern was felt about the suspected
activities of spies and sabotéurs.7 Thoée suspicions of
German sabotage were sensationally confirmed with newspaper
publication of the documents of a key espionage agent, Dr.-
Heinrich Albert. ’Aﬁsent«mindédly; Dr, Albert had left his
brief case on a New York elevated train. . An alert Secret
Service agent had simply tucked the brief case under his
own arm and walked out before Dr. Albert could return.s
The incident was but one of - many wnlch‘lmnllcated Gernans
in undercovev activity. On the other hand, there was very
little suspicion directed at Allied agents because it
seemed obvious'fhat»iQdu§trialvsabctage would be hérmful
to thelr own cause.

-The British Government, as a matter of fact, was doing -
what it could to keep the United States agfeeable to.
existing condiﬁioﬁs.g. Themmistakes of the Napoleonic Vars
“:were no% to be repeated, even if marltlme oondltlons were
somewhat smmllar. O The O;ilClal Allled line was to "Jolly"
the Unlted States along W1thout glVlng up any real

advantage, short of ouurlght.ektortlon.

7“ontag, Suropean Dlplomatlo History, p. 230"
8itcadoo, Crovded Years, pp. 323-328.

9”he British, for example, bought enough colton to
stablize the market "Prices began to rise alnost at once,
Meantime, the United States had made it possible for the
Allies to float war loans. Link, Hilson and the Progressive
El"'l, pp . 169"“173 .

loGeorge Macaulay Trevelyan, History of England
(3rd ed.; London: Longmans, Green and Co., 1952), p. T24.
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Officisl concern for continued good relations was
one thing. The non~governmental‘concern was something else,
The’Brifish Anbassador to the United States, Sir Cecil
‘SpringQRice; vriting to his supérior, expreséed thé.hopé-
that "the British press and especially ggégg" wouid stop

criticizing Presidéntl%ilébn;ll

He added that the press
attacks were "unjust and :'meol:’L-t:ic.“3-"2 (For verification
'of the British Ambassador's Opinion, see figs. 111-114.
Note eSpGCLalWy flb. lll p. 110. Amerlca is pralsed “and
not Wilson. Punch invariably blemed Wilson for. difficulties
that arose from time to.time between Great Britain and the
United States. Hence, it was Wilson that was criticized in
figs. 112=114, pp. 110-111.)

while British editOrS‘railed against Wilson, their
American counterparts vere commending the- Pre51dent for
his patience, 3'(See fig. 115, p. 112, for‘a'typical 
‘cartoon in'support'of‘Wilson?s“pOIiciéé;)'Colonelfﬂddéé  ”
noted 1n hlS dldry late in 1915 that it seemed as 1f the
only bellicose people left‘ln the Unlted btate; were "old

men, and sometimes 'l:he‘womeno"14

llaprlnbéﬁlce'to Edvard Grey, October 7, 1915. Stephen
Gwynn, The Letters and FrienQ5ﬂlos of Sir Cecil Svrineg-Rice .
(2 vols.; Boston, Mass.: Houghton Hifflin, 1929), II, 282,

121144,
13Seymour, The 1nt1mate Papers of Colonel House, 11, 48,
L41pi9,
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Various pacifist groups, meantime, were clamoring
for the United States to lead a peace movement of neutral
nations. They got nowhere with the President, who remained
convinced that the direct approach to peace was not nearly
as hopeful as the indirect method. Wilson once agein
entrusted Colonel House to initiate these new efforts at

me-diation.l5

As it turned out, Colonel House was laboring
under a great delusion. He was firmly convinced that the
Allies really wanted the President to mediate a negotiated.
peacegl6  It was a profound miscalculation of attitudes,
and one of the consequences was that'Houée~created'an
inmpression among the Allies -that the United States would -
eventually enter the war, perhaps in 1916, and on the-éide
of the Allies.>! This was not Wilson's idea at all. The
Prééidént desired someikind'of postwar security system
based on "a universal domin;én"bf peace tthu@h lawo"}é’
AndIWiiéon had come toﬂbelieve that military preparedness
of & limited sort would add %o America's influeﬁce in

a negotiated peace and in a postwar settlement . t2

15Ray Stennard Beker, Woodrow Wilson: Life and
Letters (8 vols.; Garden City, N. Y.: Doubleday, Doran
and Co., 1927-1939), VI, 124.

‘16Arthur S. Link, Woodrow Vilson, Confusions and
Crises, 1915-1916 (4 vols.; Princeton, N. J.: Princeton
University Press, 1956~-1964), IV, 101-141.

1ypsq, 181pid., p. 106 - 1vid., p. 15
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These military plans stunned Bryan.20 The Great
Commoner, since resigning as Secretary of State, had been
devoting much of his time to a crusade for peace,zl
Vriting in the.Commoner Bryan said that "this nation does
not need burglars! tOOlu unless it intend5 to make
burglary its buszness, it should not be a pistol-toting
nation unless it is golng to adopt pistol-toters?
ideas.”22 (The American press_héd not,. however, forgiven
Bryen. See figs. 116-120, pp. 115-117. Significantly,
three of those cartoons represent Nidvest newspapers.)

President Wilson would not be swayed by the pacifists
in the Democratic party; or outside it. Once decided,
Wilson was not the kind of man to change directions just
because peoplé or things became difficulﬁe. |

The newly convened Congress in December, 1915 did
not believe the naticn's security vas in any danger, and
it simply ignored Wilson's. call for limited military .
preparedness 1egislation. 23 The President reu07ved to
take his case to the people. Wilson's subsequent speakingf

tour was an unqualified success in this respect.2*

201pid., p. 31 2L1pid., p. 30

22W. J. Bryan in the Commoner XV, October, 1915.
23Link, Confusions and Crises, 1915-1916, pp. 37-42.
4Ib1do, pp. 46-48.




CARTER, in New York Evening Sun
. “Fire eater!”
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,.: FIG. 116 "The
1.  International

'{* Chautauqua."
it Bryan's crusade
it for peace drew

- angry retorts
from a majority

y )%y of cartoonist's,

~ including the

f= New York Worlid's

(! Rollin Kirby,

who was born and
raised in Nebraska
and who had known
Bryan all his life.
(New York Times

Current Histoax of
the European War IX,
September, 1915.)

FIG. 117 "Fire Bater!"

To cartoonist Robert
Carter, Bryan's anti-

preparedness speaking tour

of the South was the work
of a "medicine man." On
the other hand, Wilson's
speaking tour through the
Midwest was considered
the "Grand Tour for
Defense." Reprinted from
the New York Evening Sun.
(Cartoons zine IX,
March, 1916,



FIG. 118

"One Form of
Preparedness He
Does Approve of."

Reprinted from the j?

Cincinnati / Ohio_/

Times-Star. .4

(Cartoons Magazine °
1% Tarch, 1916.) /I
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FIG. 119

"A Cracker

For Polly."
Leo Thiele

in the Sioux
City [ Iowa_/
ribune.
(aartoonst

Magazine ’

March, 1916.)
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FIG. 120
""On the Trail

- of President Wilson."

Ding Darling in the =
Register and Leader (Des Moines),

(Cartoons Magazine IX,
March, 1913.§ '
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Crowds greeted the President and the new Mrs. Wilson
wherever they wen’c.25 They were nearly overwhelmed in
Milwaukee, center of German-American ,sentiment@26 Ink
St. Louis, Vilson even managed to shock his S£rongest
- pupporters when he declared the United States should have
the biggest navy in the world.2!.

Wilson, moreover, was receiving the support of the
inportant preparedness movement, a group that had been
formed for one year;” The preparedneus movement was given
leadership by Theoaore Roosevelt and his edltorlal organ,

the Cutlook.2d

Roosevelt's support, however, was the
same kind given by a teacher to a slovw student when he had
stumbled upon the right answer;29 The support of the
Outlook was equally unenthu31astlo, confined %o
counqellng patience w1th the ﬁllson Administration on

30

varloug natters from time to time, ~ plus occasional
publicatlon of editorial cartoons supporting - the national

defense program (fig. 121, p. 119).

- 2Oew York Times, February 1, 1916. 6Iblue
2TLink, Confusions end. Crises, 1915-1916, p. 48.
28Llnk, Wilson . and the Progr9331vc Lra, p. 177.

29urit1ng to John Carter Rose on November 12 1915,
Roosevelt noted that "Wilson is now following afar off in
the paths of preparedness and of Americanization, which I
blazed for him over .a year ago." Letters of Theodore
Roosevelt ed. Elting E. Morison (8 vols.; Cambridge, Mass,:
Harvard University Press, 1954), VIII, 978.

)O"Patlence, of course, must be exercised toward our
government in its effortu'to bring to a satisfactory
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FIG. 121 "New Style Team Work."
This cartoon first appeared in
the 4ashington / D. C. _/ Herald.
It wae later reprinted in one of

- the leading journals of the
preparedness movement. The cartoon
is significant because it shows

5%, Wilson in a favorable light and

- Bryan in a bad one. (Qutlook,
December 1, 1915.)

FIG. 122
"Lesson."

This is a more
typical cartoon.
It was reprinted
from the New York
Sun. Uncle Sam is
saying to his
Alna Iiater: "Why
not train them
for me as well as
they fight for
you?" (Qutlook,
December 1,
1915.)

FIG. 123 "No News on the Western
Front." The Qutlook was concerned
with internal security and espionage,
as much a2s it was concerned with .
preparedness, This cartoon was taken
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Although it was perfectly obvious +that Wilson again
had correctly forecast the prevailing consensus (fig. 124,
De lZl), his conversion to preparedness brought no
particular demoralization to the ranks of the pacifists.
The Woman's Peace Party was very active during this‘period,
promoting a neutral peace congress. in Europ§=3l The party's
campaign reached a high point éf_sorts when Henry Ford
decided to charter the Scandinavian-fimerican liner Oscar IT

32

%o carry its delegates and other pacifists to Europe.

conclusion the prosecutions and investigations under way
relating to the plotting of fires and explosions in
munitions plants and ships. That these plots should be
exposed and punished is one of the most important national
matters now pending. laking all allowance for sensationalism
and falsehood, there is absolutely no question that there
has been a vast conspiracy, financed with immense sums of
noney." - The Qutloock, December 1, 1915,

3l1ink, Confusions and Crises, 1915-1916, p. 107.

3ZBurnet Hershey, The QOdyssey of Henry Ford and the
Great Peace Ship (New Yorks: Taplinger Co., 1967), ppe d1=31.
Ford's later assessment of pacifists in view of his active
support in 1916 is interesting. Ford in 1926 wrote: "VWar
will never be stopped by the pacifists, and peace will
never be won by war makers. . . .Pacifism is an excellent
doctrine if preached to those parts of the world vhere the
war-making mind is rampant. To arm the bandits of the world
and disarm its law-abiding citizens is not the way to stop
international hold-ups." Henry Ford in collaboration with
‘Samuel Crowther, Today and Tomorrow (Garden City, N. Y.:
Doubledsy, Page and Co., 1926), pp. 252-253., There is, by
the way, no mention in the book of the Peace Ship episode,
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You'LL GEY SAam A:;. :
o HEY WP’ .
N ‘ AN OQUNCE ofF ¢ win ! 1 Hnow v FIG. 124

(Pntvsnnon S\A "Getting in
PREPAREDNESS / n
1S WORTH A / WA Shape .
| Pouno or Z Ve Ol M} "President
{ (A % A Wilson- and

4. Uncle Sam seem
to be much
interested in
their training,
“and propose to
be ready for
emergencies,"

- From- the Post-

7
o/, Intelligencer
%, Seattle .
/ EAmerican

A
&Yy Review LIV,
September,

1915.)

FIG. 125
"Terrible Teddy!"
Drawn by E. G. Cooper.
(Colliers The Hational

Weekly, October 23, 1915.)
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Ford grandly told +the New York press that his group
was going to "get the boys out of their trenches and back
to thelr homes by Chrisﬁma8¢"33 To most Americans, the
whole projedt appeared a great deal more laughable than
practical (figs,_l264128, p. 123). Ford deserted his
ship in Norway. He was back in New York on January 2,
1916, now saying that the people most responsible for the
‘war were the ones getting killed in it.34 Ford was no
longer convinced that the war was caused by “bahkéfs,
militarists, and munitions manufactgr@rs."35

In a sense, the Ford Peace Ship episode vas a
capsule history of both pacificism and neutralism through
the period of 1914 +to 1916. Both philosophies were plagued
by events over which they had no control. When they sought
to change the situations to shapé éoming eventé, theygfcund
they did not have the power or the force to convince
others- -leaders end their people- =to dovtheir bidding.
President Wilson's answer to this dilemma was “to prepare
for the worst, and hope for the best,"- -that is, bto
prepare militarily and diplomatically for waging either

war or peace.

33

»New York Times,»NDvémber 25, 1915, -
341bid., Janvery 3, 1916. 351pid.
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CHAPTER IX
ADDED NOTES FOR OLD SCORES

Var end politics dominated the domestic scene of the
United States in 1916. Americans were never able to get
farAfromgeithero'Newspapers carried long and éetailed
reporté from the fighting fronts of both. There was much
speculation, for”instance,fof the political fortunes of
.Thecdore Roosnvnlt and Charles Evans Hubhos. mhere vas.
'*aluo much sPeculatlon about. the var in burOpe, The Chlefi
worry seemed to be about Germany revertlng to submarlna
war wzthout rules. (See fig. 130.) The concern of
becoming involved, which had.eharacterized'the‘l9l491915:*
period,had been replaced by the generai.feéiihg_that no
natter how,mucthmerica-orrits-President struggled, the -
United States soon would be forced into the conflict.®

| Plogued by these same enxicties, the President
sinply added to thom with his demands that the country's
‘military posture had to be strengbhened on both land and
sea;z His reference to paﬁriotism in his address to
Congréssion‘necember 6, 1915 stirred the growing .. .
_resentment against the "plotters,". seekinn to éhape_

Am@rican intereqts a;l.onb those of f&”@ib Pow xs@'(seeﬁ-

fig. 131.)

lRay Stannard Baker, Life and Letters VI, 155,

: 2Baker and Dodd The Public: Paperd, The. Veﬂ Demdcrqcy I,
,412~425. -
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FIG. 130 "Running Up a New Flag." The fact that

no American shipping was destroyed by submarine in
October, November, and December of 1915 was viewed

by many persons, such as Rollin Kirby of the New York
World, as compliance with International Law rather
than what it actually was, appeasement on the part of

the Germans. (Literary Digest, January 22, 1916.)

¥
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FIG. 131 "Misunderstood." "Dog: "I was
only going to play with those nice little
chickens!" This cartoon, typical of the
period, reflects the rural environment
characteristic of the average American in

'1915. (New York Times Magazine, December 13,
1915.) ' |
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Instead of following the President's lead, Congress
attempted to strike out on its own. Many resolutions were
introduced, some asking for investigations; others,
demandiné certain types of legislation- ~control of
armanent makers, embargoes on munitions, and later, the
forbidding of Americans to travel on belligerent ships°3

It was at this time that Robert Lansing suggested it
might be a good idea to treat armed merchant ships as

4 The practical effect of such a doctrine would be

warships.
to free subnmarines to attack without warninge And ‘the

Germans had been maintaining all alcng that armed British
merchantmen were under orders to hunt, attack, and destroy

all submarines.,5 Lansing's modus vivendl could have been

used as an excuse to "extend" the U-boat war, and doing so
with the blessing of the Americen governmentos New Gernman
orders were lssued: enemy merchantmen carrying guns would
be considered warships and subject to attack without
warningo7 The war on armed merchantmen was to begin on
February 29, 1916.8 (Popular opinion in Germany had long
felt there was injustice in U-~boat treatment, figs. 132-

L

134, pp. 130-131.)

SBaker, Life and - Letters VI, 156-157.

4L1nk, Confusions and Crises, pp. 142-154, 158-164,
5Tbid., 155-156, 158-159, 166,  CIbid., pp. 145-146.
7;9;@., pp. 158-159, Byew York Times, Feburaxy 11, 1916.
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American editorial opinion was divided on the modus
vivendi.® In Great Britsin, the Ministry was already in
trouble for being too lenient,lo and it was just barely able

to stave off a House attenpt to mske the Admiralty responsible

11

for blockade, not the Foreign Office. The Ministry told

Wilson the modus would in fact legalize'piraoyal’ The

President agreed and reclassification of merchant ships was

not sou.ght‘.,,:!'3

On March 24, 1916, the Channel Steamer Susgex was
14

torpedoed without werning. Some eighty persons were killed,

and among the injured were four Americans. The torpedoing
was a clear violation of the Arabic pledge,15 Close advisers
to the President urged either uwltimstum or severance of

16 After much deliberation, Wilson

177

diplomatic relations.

issued a note that was just short of being an ulitimatum.

9Link; Confusions and Crises, p. 159.

10p1e autobiosranhy of Marsot Asquith, ed. by Mark
Bonhan Carter (Boston, HassS.: Hougnhton Mirflin Co., 1963,
pp. 306-=312,

Llyew Yori Timeg, Janvary 16, 1916,
lZLlnL Confusions and Crises, pp. 151-154.
lBIbld., pp. 161-166. ““New York Mimes, March 25, 1916,

15Bulley, A Diplomatic History of the American People,
p. 584,

16L1nk Confusions and Crises, pp. 229«233, 2%6-255,

l7Tdeo Foster Ruew Dulles, America's Rise Lo Vorld
Pover, 1898-1954 (Wew York: Harper Torchbook, 1963), De 9o
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FIG. 134 "Poor John To Rich Jonathan: 'Now I
know, at least, where my stomach has gone,'"
Many Germans believed the United States was
groving wealthy because Germany allowed America
to indulge in lucrative war-trade with Great

Britain., (EKladderadatsch, February 20, 1916.)
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The note said that if the German submarines persisted
in attacking passenger and freight-carrying vessels without
warning, then the United States would have no other choice

18 The Germans yielded.

than to séver diplomatic relations.
And they did so in the face of German public opinion,
angry and disturbed that the United States sought to deny
Germany a successful weapon at a time America would do
nothing to restrict its war trade with the Allies, or the
lack of it with the Central Powers (figs. 135-137, pp.
133-135).

In yielding, the German Govermment insisted,'however,
that Washington demand that the Allied food blockade of
the Central Powers be given»up.lg Wilson réjedted fhis
condition, saying Germany must respect American rights
regardless of what a third party might or might not be
doingczo

The American press, meantime, had been giving Wilson
almost solid suppbrt in his foreign policies throughout
the neutrality period and there was no iet up during the

Susgex crisis (figs. 138-148, pp. 136-141).

18rR, 1916 Supplement, p. 234.

19;g;g,, pp. 259-260. Link, Confusions and Crises,
J3915-1916, pp. 275-278. Bailey, A Divlomatic History of
the American People, pp. 584-585.

2ONew York Times, May 9, 1916,
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FIG. 135 "The Rescuer in U-Boat Danger. ‘Woodrow,
Woodrow, don't leave me.'" Even before the Sussex crisis,
it seemed to many Germans that Wilson was attempting to

save Great Britain from submarines. (Kladderadatsch,
March 19, 1916.)
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'Unarmed ! Merchantmen."

ongressmen and Senators
ans had no business travelin§ on
belligerent ships. (Kig

dderadatsch, March 26, 1916
M

[ 4
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FIG. 137 "On a High Horse. 'Beat on the other kettle
for once- -maybe it sounds better.'" (Kladderadatsch, -

May 21, 1916.



FIGS. 138-140 "An 014 Trick." Kenneth Knott in

the News (Dallas) with a reminder that the Lusitania

quesfion had not been settled. He suggested the
reason there had been no settlement was because
Germany had never intended that there be one,

(Literary Digest, March 4, 1916.)

136



137

FIG. 141 "Humanity Demands a Stronger Net."
Strong language from an interior newspaper,

the Leader (Cleveland), and before the sinking
of the Sussex, too.

March 4, 1916.)

(Literary Digest,

FIG. 142

"Sending Him Out

to Fight Submarines."

. 72 Like the Cleveland

BAN e = newspaper above, the

SRR 2 <3 Register and Leader (Iowa),
- = . "another interior publication,

also questions the protection
afforded by "Ancient

, International Law.z The artist
N S - was Ding Darling. (Litera
- Digest, March 4, 1916.)
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FIG. 143 "Riddle: Why Is March Like the Wilson
Administration?" Ding Darling of the Register and
Leader (Iowa) told the story of Wilson's diplomacy.
Wilson was a "lamb" when it came to Mexico, Belgian
"outrages," and the Lusitania. He was a "lion" when
it came to Germany, Congress, and the United States.
The Darling treatment of Mexico and the United States
can be questioned. The rest of the picture has remained
intact inasmuch as most authorities are concerned.
(Literary Digest, March 18, 1916.)
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FIG. 144 "Of Course I Didn't Do It- -Didn't I Promise
I douldn't?" Rollin Kirby spoke for many Americans with
regard to the sinking of the Sussex. It should be noted
that propaganda rather than editorial comment is  the
basis of this cartoon. This trend was to become pronounced
~during the last part of 1916. The cartoon was reprinted
from the New York World. (Literary Digest, April 22, 1916.)
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145 "The Crowning Achievement." Robert Sykes in
the Philadelphia Evening Ledger says that it was American
"patience" that was sunk when the Sussex was attacked.
(Literary Digest, May 13, 1916.)
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FIG. 146 "Gee! But That Was a

® Long Dog!" The Sussex pledge did
not stimulate many genial cartoons,

such as this one published in

the News-Press (St. Joseph).

(Literary Digest, lMay 27, 1916.)
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CHAPTER X

. . . THEY SHALL REAP THE WHIRLWIND
Hosea viii. T

With the Germans agreeing to put their submarines
under resfrictions‘once again, the fime had come to press'
on to other matters which irked Americans and nettled their
policy makers. The war, of course, was the biggest of
these matters Tut nothing could be done aboubt that.t
Something could be dohe,.however, about preparing for the
peace. Vicodrow Wilson believed it was his duty to help
prevent the outbreak of wars in the future. And so it was
that he made his great conmitment on May 27, 1916 in a
speech to some two thousand persons attending a Washington
conference of the League to Enforce Peace.2 The President
pledged that the United States would support a postwar
League of Nations that would enforce peace by virtual

3

guarantee of all international boundaries. American

press response was favoreble, although some newspapers had

reservaticns about "entangling alliancese"4

lAfter Verdun, the Allies were confident of victory
and they were in no mood to share its frulits. Sir Edvard
Grey made this very plain in,a telegrem to Colonel House on
May 12, 1916. Seymour, The Intimate Papers of Colonel House,
pp. 282-283. o ’

2Baker, Life and Letters VI, 220-222.
31pig. “Yew York Times, May 29, 1916.
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While European neutrals hailed the proposed league
and German editors were expressing caution, the only
sympathetic response to bé found in Allied newspapers
vas in the British Liberal press.’  Sir Bdward was
probably voicing typical Allied reaction when  he
denounced the "great scheme" as an attempt to give
Gernany somethihg politically that it could not win
militarily.®

This response to what Wilson and many Americans
considered the highest of ideas was not the kind that
had been expected from the Allies, There Was_already_
much concern about the consequences of preparedness
(fig. 149, p. 144). This served only to sharpen the
long held illusions about America's unselfish purpose
in the world (figs. 150-151, p. 145). The British
response, especially, seemed gratuitous in view of the
yuthless suppression of the Irish revolt. American -
pride was further inflamed as the year advanced by the
treatment meted out by Alliéd blockaders. Interference
with American trede, blacklists, tampering with the mails,
‘the filching of trade secrets, all served to embitter

Anglo-American relations (figs. 152-159, PP 146-150),

“Baker, Life and Letters VI, 224 61pig.
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FIG. 149 "A Dangerous Pet." Many other cartoons
on the danger of over-preparedness were also
being published in 1916 but none was more unusual
than this one which first appeared in the San -
Francisco Chronicle. The concern with over-

preparedness seemed more common on the West Coast

and the Midwest than in other sections of the
country. (Literary Digest, March 11, 1916.)
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i FIG. 150 "The Common

2 . . . Cause.," "Uncle Sam pleads
o : S for huwuunity in the court
of the neutral nations."
Those words now seen
almost embarrassingly

45&{ ‘was first published in
*\_. the Plain Dealer (Cleveland.)
>4 (American Review LII, July,

\%F‘?“ 1915.)
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FIG. 151 "How Firm A Foundation."
"America's unselfish purpose as
interpreted by President Wilson."
The Dispatch (Columbus, Ohio).
(American Review LII, July, 1915.)
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FIG. 153 "Among the Letters." Daniel Fitzpatrick in the’

S5t. Louis Post-Dispatch. It is important to note that
while Great Britain was being attacked, the symbol for
that country continued to be presented as an essentially
kind sort of spirit. (Cartoons Magazine IX, March, 1916.)
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7 DONT HIT THEM 1—3
! ANY HARDER THAN
i You HAvE To,

......

FIG. 154 "Gently, Please!" From the Chicago Tribune,
a newspaper that admitted its Anglophobia but which
stopped considerably short of "murder" in its "America
first" campaign. (Literary Digest, April 22, 1916.)
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FIG. 155
"The
Choppers."
Resentment of
Germany always
was in the -
background as
hostility
against Great
Britain rose
to a new
height. This
concept of
"double 4
trouble" was
cleverly
illustrated in
the Star .
éSt . LouiS) .
Literary

Digest, May 6,
1916.)

FIG. 156 "The New Meaning."
Guy Spencer's "U. Stop
Meddling" was first printed

in the Morning World-Herald -
EOmaha)-on May 29, 1916.
gitera Digest, June 10,
1916.)



150

Offensive." Nelson Harding

in the Brooklyn Eagle. e ez \WE
(Literary Digest, June 10, prg. 158 "Hiding Behind a
1916. Subterfuge." San Francisco
_ Chronicle. (Literary Digest,
=2\, December 30, 1916.
W27 e Y
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FIG. 159 "The Same From Both Sides." James North in
the Daily Ledger (Tacoma, Washington). (Literary
Digest, December 30, 1916.)
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Wilson dictated the Democratic platform in 1916. The
planks.in‘the platforn called for a neutral foreign policy,
reasonable preparedness, and it went on to pledge suppoxrt
for a postwar league of”nations;7 Peace, however, became
the rallying cry- -first at the Democratic Convention, then
during Wilson's’Speaking bampaign in which he brought
avdiences to their feet with his charges that Republicans

were for war and the Democrats for peaceo8

The Literary
Digest was saying in October that "Democratic leaders
believe they have a winning slogan in 'He Kept Us Out of
War,' as against the Republican 'Peace-At-Any-Price!
charée."9 Charles Evans Hughes conducted a campaign of

10 The election was a close

platitudes and wild criticism.
one, though, with the late returns from California finally
deciding the issue for Wilson (figs. 160-161, p. 152). And
because there were close races in both houses as well, the
1916 General Election was in a sense a failure- -it gave

no clear mandate from the people to the nation's leadersoll

7L1nk Wilson and the Progressive Era, p. 33.
bela., pp. 234-235, 241-247.
9L1terarv Digest, October 14, 1916, Pe. 1933,

lOBeﬁty Glad, Charles Evans Hughes and the Illus:ons
of Innocence (Urbdna, I11l.: University of Illinois Press,
1866), pp. 80-8L.

llElections for the House ended in a dead heat, 215
to 215; in the Senate, Republicans narrowed the gap to
nineteen over the previous Democratic majority of 28,
Seward W. Livermore, Politics Is Adjourned: Woodrow Wilson
and the War Congress, 1916-1918 (liddletown, Conn.:
Wesleyan University Press, 1966), pp. 10-1l,
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During October of 1916, the exploits of the German

submarine U~53,12 and the arrival of the merchant-
. 13 .4 _
submarine Deutschlend. were grim reminders that the
e & °

shooting war had been brought to the shores of the United
states (figs. 162-163, p. 154). These incidents, as well
as a series of borderline sinkings suggesting that the
Sussex pledge might have been violated, spurred Wilson
To make another bid for a negotiated peace. Before he
could do anything officially, however, the Germans

14

announced they were ready to talk. Wilson went ahead

anyvay, restricting his statement to a request for terms
from the belligerenﬁsgl5 Most of the American press
approved, although they were extremely chary of German
ambitions (fig. 164, pe 154).

Crucial in all this was the official German position= =
something not easy +to know becéuse_even as the
'exchanges got under way between Colonel House and
Befnstorff,iGermany was coming under total military

dictatorship.

1215 torary Dizest, October 8, 1916, p. 1016.
131pid., October 28, 1916, pp. 1233-1234,
14NeW'York Times, December 13, 1916.
lSFR,x19l6 Svpplement, pp. 98-99.




FIG. 162 "Right Under His
Nose." Nelson Harding in
the Daily Bagle (Brooklyn).

(Literary Digest, October 27,
1913.5

154

Wam =’ RN
e RINE

p
L Sanarart

‘AT e P

FIG. 163 "Don't Bring
That Beast Too Close,
Admiral." New York Evening
Sun. (Literary Digest,

October 27, 1916.)

< FIG. 164

© "While the
Picking's

- Good." The

American

(Baltimore).

» (Literary
sv+ Digest,

: " December 30,

1916.)
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The House-Bernstorff talks were allowed to continue,
although the new German military government had decided
that unrestricted submarine war would resume on February

1, 1917.18

The United States was officially informed of
this fact in January, the day before unrestricted U-boat
war got under»Way;17 The German note said all ships found

in the war zone would bevsunk‘without Warning.la

Neutral
ships now at sea would be allowed to return to their home
ports. The Germans would also permit "one steamer a week"
to go through the war zone.

~President Wilson waited three days, then broke
relations with Germany on February 3, 1917.19 That same
dey, Wilson addressed a jdint session of Congress. He told
the hushed lawmakers that the intentional violation of the
Sussex pledge left the United States "no alternative" but
to break diplbmatic relations.zo While the President was
speaking, Bernstorff and his staff were being handed their

passPOTts.gl

16The Relchutag ordered the Chancellor to obey the
wishes of the Supreme Command. Taylor, Course of German

History, p. 17L.
1TFR, 1917 Supplement, pp. 97-102

18L1n5 has suggested that had the order been against
armed merchantmen, or even belligerent shlpnlng, Wilson
would have gone along with it. Link, Wilson and the
Progressive Bra, p. 267. '

19pR, 1917 Supplement, I, 106-108.
20New York Times, February 4, 1917.
2lpaker, Life and Lebters VI, 459.
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There followed a period of "awaiting the overt act"
which would send the United States into war (fig. 165,
p. 157). MMany people, includingvthe President, continued

22 One of

to hope wistfully that the Germans were bluffing.
the ineidents which convinced Wilson otherwise was the-
fantastic Zimmermann telegram. The offer to give part of
the United States fo HMexico was grotesque and the idea
ludicrous.25 But the day after receiving the Zimmermann
telegram from British Intelligence, Wilson went before
Congress to ask for authofity to arm American merchantmen.
He also wanted authority to pursue other methods to protect
lives and guard ses commerce.,24 Nothing was said publicly
about the Zimmermann telegram at this time. When Congress
proved balky during debate on the VWilson request, the
Pregsident caused to be published the Zimmermann
telegram.25 A tremendous wave of anti-German sentiment
swept the country. Congress got the message and immediately
set out to pass enabling legislation for the arming of
American merchantmen. A handful of legislators, however,
thvarted passage with a filibuster in the closing moments

of the dying.sessionoz6

22

p. 591
23The Zimmermann telegram was given to ¥Wilson on

Feburary 25, 1917. FR, 1917 Supplement, I, 147.
24Link, Wilson and the Progressive Era, p. 27L.:

2N ew York Times, MarCh 1, 2, 4, 1917,

2George W. Norris, FPishbing Liberal (New York: The

Macmillan Co., 1945), pp. 1L74-182.

Bailey,'A Diplomatic History of the American Pebple,
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FIG. 165 "Awaiting the Overt Act." This Rollin Kirby
cartoon was first published in the New York World. It
was not typical because of the war-stance, and in the use
of "Columbia." Most cartoonisis were using the figure of
"Uncle Sam," and in this particular period were showing
that he was being supported by either the American people

or by the President. (American Review of Reviews LV,
March, 1917.)
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FIG. 166 "Cause and Effect." Frank

Pahey in the Commercial Appeal
(Memphis, Tennessee). (American
Review LV, March, 1917)

FIG., 167
"Some Promise!"
James Cassel in
eeRmANy the New York
oo, | | Horld. (American
A 2y Review LV, April,
1917.) :




159

A "little group of'wiilful’men," hoWevér,fwas-not
enough to stop an even more willful President,'-WilSOn,
exeréising his executive authority{ﬁﬁent‘ahéadeiﬁhouﬁi
Can@resgiénai.asséntband-ordered that on March 12, 1917
armed‘gﬁafds wérelto~be placed on merchant ships traveling:
in the war zones,27 Subsequently, four unarmed American
-Qmerchant ships ‘were sunk, with heavy lOSu of llfe. The
"overt act" had come. |

Wilson called Congress into. spec&al .ién bﬁ Apfil
2, 1927+ He aQKed for war, saying that the "world must be.

28 The Senate voted 82 to .6 for ,

made safe for democracy.‘
war.29 ‘The House adopted the resolution by a vote of

373 to 50.30 The declaration of war on Germany marked a
new era in the history of the United States and the
influences— -good and bad-— fwhigp game to'beér‘on.this
country because of this joining with_Euere have cqnfinuedv

to be felt by generations of Americans that came after.

2TpR, 1917 Supplement, I, 17i.
1}28?ew York Tlmes, April 3, 1917.
291vid., April 5, 1917.
-. 3°:rb:r1,, April 6, 1917.
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FIG. 168 "Outward Bound." Roger Scott in the Leader
(Cleveland), (American Review LV, April, 1917.) -



CONCLUSION

‘On April 6; 1917 the United States entered a war
because the vast majority of Americans could conceive of
no other satisfactory foreign policy. This surprisingly
simple explanation was plainly é?ident in the popular press
of the period, and had been so for some time. The Brooklyn
Lagle, for example, in April of 1916 was observing that
the United Stétes “had turned the other cheek" so often
to Germany, it was possible the nation "may not have the \_J
face to do it‘again."l Editorial cartoons mirrored this/
atﬁitude.(figs. 138-147, pp. 136-141. Even fig. 148, p.
141, from the Milwaukee neWSpaper showed "peace" as no
more than a hopeful interloper at the door. As late as
the last quarter of 1915, it appeared possible to still
continue a middle course between belligerents, fig. 115,
Po 112. The war itself remained a horrible thing "“over
there" in Burope, and as foreign to the American scene
as the planet Mars. See figs. 108-110, p. 107).

The American intransigency in national mood was
shared, and was equally plaih, in Germany (figs. 132-

137, pp. 130-135), and in Great Britain (figs. 111-114,
pp. 110-111).

lL;terarv Digest,.April 15, 1916, p. 1050,

[
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It was true that follbwing the Sussex pledge more
attention was paid to British trade interference., Yet,
even at its height, "John Bull" remained "John Bull."

(See figs. 152-154, pp. 146-148, when relations between
Great Britain and the United States had reached a new 1low.
The "John Bull," for instance, from the Chicago Tribune

on page 148 is essentially a kind old gentleman- Qup to

no good, to be sure. The exception was Nelson Harding in
the Brooklyn Bagle, fig. 157, p. 150. This was not a
significant exception. Harding and the EBagle had declared
against Germany as early as March 28, 1915,‘following the
sinking of the Falaba, figs. 51-52, p. 61,) Portraying
Grest Britain as "John Bull" goes back to at least 1857.2
Throughout the one hundred years that followed, the symbol
remained the same portly gentleman, who many say was
modeled after King George III. The symbol for Germany,

by contrast, has altered a great deal. Bismarck served as
the editorial symbol much of the time during his life, and
the characterization was similar to "John Bull." William
became the German symbol to an increasing degree when he
became the Kaiser. William's image was never an endearing
one when,projected by.American and British cartoonists, but

it did not become  ugly until late in 1914.

2John Leech drew the first recognizable "John Bull"
for Punch in 1857. Arthur Bartlett Maurice and Frederic
Taber Cooper, The History of the Nineteenth Century in
Caricature (New York: Dodd, Mead and Co., 1904), pp. 1l4-
118, , '
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The transformation of William into a figure of hate,
however, came at different times. Cartoonist Doane
Powell had pictured VWilliam as a war lord before the
outbreak éf the conflict (fige 2, p. 4). Ding Darling, in
Avgust of 1914, was showing a man in uniform being
assaulted by "John Bull" and his friends (fig. 9, p. 16).
The change for Darling came with the sinking of the
Lusitania (fig. 67, p. 73). Never again would Darling show
the Kaiser in a favorable light.,

The destruction of the lusitania was a major water-
shed for most American cartoonists, just as it was for
Ding Darling. William had been marked with the label
of Cain (fig. 69, p. 74). The conventional cartoon figure
of Germany was thus forced into a new mold- -bthe boy who
had liked uniforms was now a full grovwn military chieftain,
who would readily resort to vioience to attain his ends.
"John Bull'" was never subjected to such a fransformation,
even by the .Gerﬁans in their caricature of Great Britain
(figs. 135=136, pp. 13%3-1%4).

William Jennings Bryan in this same general period
was also being transformed by the cartoonists into a
variety of symbols ranging from a "benevolent assassin'
(rig. 86; pe 86) to a man who followed "his conscience"
(fig. 84, p. 85). Many suspected Bryan of renewed
presidential aspirations (figs. 116-117, pp. 115~117).
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Foreigners also suspected Bryan's political motives,
anmong them the Gexrmans. They had been misinterpreting
his position all along. The Germans blamed Bryan for the
munitions trade with the Allies (fig. 62, p. 67). When
Bryan resigned as Secretary of State, the Germaus wrole
that off to presidential ambitions (fig. 90, p. 90).
President Wilson's activities generally weré viewed in
the same prejudiced light by the suspicious Germans.

Kladderadatsch, for example, seldom had anything good to

say about the United States or its leaders throughout the
period of 1914 to 1917.

Punch, meantime, was following a slightly different
editorial policy. XPunch was often critical of Wilson
(figs. 112-114, pp. 110-111). Vhen it had something
cbnstruotive to say, the magazine invariably would‘credit
the nation with the accomplishment rather than the
President (fig. 111, p. 110). As far as known, Punch
never bothered to mention Bryan at all.

The American cartoonists seemed to be following the
0ld adage about "politics stopping at the water's edge."
Cexrtainly,there wés very little in the way of open
criticism of Wilson's foreign policy. (See fig. 115,

p. 112, for a typical cartoon-comment in support of

American foreign policye.)
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Domestic politics, on the other hand, were raked with
regularity by American cartoonists and in this respect the
President came in for his share of abuse. Wilson's proposal
for a govérnment owned merchant fleet, to cite one exanmple,
drew critical comment from all parts of the country (figs.
22-25, pp. 27-28).

Two things emerge in the foregoing appraisal. One is
the incredible lack of understanding by the Germans with
regard to the actual conditions that prevailed in the
United States from 1914 to 1917. The other overriding
fact which emerges is the very early commitment made by
Americaens to the Allied cause. If there was a perioed of
neutrality, it would have to be placed during the first
four or five months of the Buropean War. It is at least
an open question of how much of this neutral sentiment can
be charged to indifference and lack of informaticn on the
progress of the war. (See figs. 5-11, pp. 14-15, for the
early generalizafions about the war.) This is not to say
that neutralist sentiment did not exist. Indicalions,
as a matter of fact, are just opposite and are to be found
in editorial cartoons (figs. 28-29, p. 31), as well as in
the guise of the various pacifist and humanitarian‘groups
that vere active from 1914 to 1917. But, as Falkénhayn»
said about submarines, there just were not enough to bring

off anything decisive.
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The cartoons used in this study were selected on the
basis of being representative of editorial opinion. Thexre
was no concentration on a particular kind of nessage, theme,
cartoonist, and the like. Samplings were taken as they cane
along, week by week, without thought -of where they might
lead. 1t seems necessary to re-emphasize the method of
collection in order to make the following observation.

The dominating theme, as it turns out, was the
submarine-cartoon. There Was hardly a week that editorial
cartoonists failed to comment in some way about U-boats.
The comment began early, from September and October of
1914 (figs. 27, 29, pp. 30, 31), and continued right on
through to the end of this study, to April, 1917 (fig. 168,
p. 160). Submarines were not in every cartoon- —often their
presence was felt rather than actﬁally seen. In any case,
there is no question that cartoonists in the United States,
Great Britain, and to a lesser extent Germany, were more
prone to comment on maritime conditions than on any other
single subject connected with the war.

The cartoons of the 1914-1917 era show great vigor
and, at times, great originality. Draftsmenship was at a
very high level. They were also highly partisan. Most
American cartoonists had declared against Germany shortly
after the sinking of the Luistania. They may have been

ahead of public‘opiniOno
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