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780 Zizek, Slavoj 

his homeland, in which it was no longer possible for him to write. He spent the rest 
of his life in France, working on an unfinished novel depicting the conflict between 
Rome and Attila as a parallel to the conflict between the West and Russia. 
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ZIZEK, SLAVOJ (1949- ). Born in Ljubljana, Slovenia, Zizek went on to become 
one of the leading Lacanian philosophers of the contemporary era. He obtained de
grees in sociology and philosophy, a doctorate in philosophy, and another doctorate 
in psychoanalysis, the latter supervised by the Lacanian psychoanalyst Jacques Alain 
Miller. Influenced by the Slovene Lacanian school, Zizek has consistently demon
strated the importance of Jacques Lacan's concept of the Real to an understanding 
of contemporary culture and the possibilities of political action. A committed Marx
ist, Zizek stood as a presidential candidate for the Liberal-Democratic Party during 
the 1989 elections in postcommunist Slovenia as a strictly tactical move to prevent 
the seizure of power by rightist nationalists. Well known for a style that combines 
obscenity, jokes, and references to popular culture with theoretical readings of Ger
man philosophy and Lacanian psychoanalysis, Zizek frequently adopts the rhetorical 
strategies of both analyst and analysand in order to expose his readers to the Real. 

For Zizek, the process of exposure to the Lacanian Real is torturous, but it is also 
always motivated by a materialist commitment to bring about political change. In 
The Sublime Object of Ideology and Tarrying with the Negative he offers a Hegelian 
reading of Lacan, demonstrating the importance of Lacan's thought for contempo
rary ideology criticism. Other books, such as Looking Awry and The Metastases of 
Enjoyment, examine Lacan's account of sexual difference. Zizek's provocative writ
ing on themes such as political correctness and totalitarian politics have led him 
into a debate with Judith Butler and Ernesto Laclau about the possibilities of a uni
versal political imaginary in Contingency, Hegemony, Universality (2000). More re
cently, Zizek has made a plea for Leninist intolerance to neoliberalism in Revolution 
at the Gates (2002) and characterized the attacks of September 11, 2001, as Amer
ica's encounter with the desert of the Real. 
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