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Ownership,
ephemerality, and
materiality in social art

Tammi Owens ARTO55, Art as Ephemera
Emerging Services Librarian UNC-Chapel Hill
Winona State University October 23, 2013

Darrell W. Krueger Library slideshare.net/tammiowens/


Presenter
Presentation Notes
Q: How many are on social media? Where do you live online?
Q: Do you consider yourself to be “artists” online? Why/why not?



Remixers
Sharers

art
Bloggers

Makers


Presenter
Presentation Notes
The idea of art online has moved from collections of “traditional” works to a more egalitarian creator model
Anything can be remixed, remade, repurposed without moderation
Who are social artists? Not only people who spend time remixing and putting the output out for critique, but it’s the bloggers and sharers who remix to react, and spend very little time or effort on the end result (the art that is the thing)
Social artists see and react to a moment, knowing the moment is fleeting
The action of collaboration – even sharing – creates community online and bolsters offline friendships


Who owns

online?


Presenter
Presentation Notes
The question is, who owns anything online?
Douglas Rushkoff: “We are attempting to operate a twenty-first-century digital economy on a thirteenth-century, printing-press-based operating system.” (129)
Moving towards a decentralized exchange of ideas and exchange of value (Paypal, bartering, etc.)



Online # Owned
Sharing # Stealing
Finding # Plagiarizing


Presenter
Presentation Notes
The shift has already occurred: if it’s online, it’s not “owned”
Sharing is not stealing, finding and copying is not plagiarizing
Students have a real problem understanding this idea, because the social web encourages telling and retelling of stories without attribution, and without checking validity
Rushkoff: “We are transitioning from a mass media that makes its stories sacred, to an interactive media that makes communication mutable and alive.”



“... feeds are full of fragments of close friends
and strangers, little iridium flares of information,
there for a few seconds and gone again.

Watch your feed for long enough
and get a sense of the quality of
rushing flow, of Not Stopping.”

Sarah Wanenchak,
Dispatches from Ephemeral Social Media, 2013


Presenter
Presentation Notes
Information is no longer stored in chunks, but rather comes to us in streams
 Life is not “online” or “offline”
Duality of existence in social media between ephemerality and realness: The moments of one’s life are not real unless they are experienced with one’s tribe of followers. But then, social media and information on the internet in general is flowing by so very quickly that it seems like it is always streaming by, always ephemeral, never real
 Information exhaustion is high, and sense-making skills appear to be declining
Project Information Literacy report: Most students are adept at learning and applying “lower-order” skills: the “how-to” section of any library website. They have trouble with “higher-order” skills: identifying and applying a research framework, critically analyzing and incorporating sources into their project, etc.



Where does exist?
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Presentation Notes
Social art is on the social web
Anywhere things can be shared, transmitted, transmuted, reacted to, etc.



Mashups
Memes
Pins
Tumblrs

Tweets

art


Presenter
Presentation Notes
Mashups, memes, pins, tumblrs, tweets
And more: Instagrams, Vines, snaps
New ideas come up constantly, old ideas gain traction
About digital art: “Everything digital is a copy of a copy, but it is only with the digital age that the perfect copy surfaces; that is, a copy with no originals” Carolyn Guertin, Digital Prohibition
Is this true with social art?


Information flows on



Dr. Kim Allen

A goal of #parenting is teaching self regulation. Spanking’s Link to
Bad Behavior I"I}"Ti.l""lS.” TZaaCF

(4 View summary

John Fink
just running it now, but github.com/eblume/gmail_s... looks to be
basically the exactly perfect Gmail backup solution.

kottke.org
‘Being a reqular is a funny thing in a big city” kottke.org/13/10/the-
usual

Slate

Is marriage really healthy for you? Sure, you live longer, but you also
get more obese: 5|E'.E.F*'IE.”QEC—I""IUF

(4 View summary

Paul Jones
In #ChapelHill & voting? Four sites are open for early voting & just a
suggestion chapelhillnews.com/2013/10/22/329... #CHTC

LizD

i AT LAST. RT @PBS: RT @James_Hibberd: "Sherlock’ season 3
premiere date finally revealed! insidetv.ew.com/2013/10/23/she... (&
1st photo!) #SherlockPBS
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Presentation Notes
My feed
As Sarah Wanenchak wrote: full of strangers and friends, randomness
Use it more around events/conferences than to connect with friends
BUT: this is not the space my friends live, so I don’t use it socially

http://storify.com/


smallplaces

!g THE END.
smallplaces
g For the first time in years | feel like I'm outside the small places. |
= keep walking. She's still on the phone. She's still there.

smallplaces
In this darkness | feel anxious. All around there is a glittering,
twinkling brightness in the universe swarming the night sky.

%;.

smallplaces
In these endless grey cubicles in cities across an American
wasteland of product-driven dreams, people search for individuality.

%;.

smallplaces
| know | will continue my private revolt, my personal corporate
mockery at what the world has become in this sea of cubicles.

%;.

smallplaces
It's a company about selling products, not about selling friendships, |
remind myself.

%;.



Presenter
Presentation Notes
Social art on twitter: novel called small places
Novel written between April 25, 2008 and ended March 8, 2010 over more than 600 tweets
Must scroll back to “the beginning” if you choose to read it linearly, otherwise you experience it sort of backwards
Relate this with Storify, a site that allows you to compile tweets, blog entries, and news stories to create a compendium of What Happened

http://storify.com/


i ! Leo Mercer
‘I ' 4 @lecemercer

158 My Thesis Is This:

Most of history

was a blunderbuss

because

we weren't epistemologists.
If we were, we'd know
what we knew

we guessed.

W Follow
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Presentation Notes
Social art on twitter: poetry
Published poets and novices share poetry: “twihaiku” or “micropoetry”
News outlets like NPR, others have held contests
Leo Mercer experiments with reforming the traditional twitter space
Also: social art via video using Vines, 6-second videos



culture passes virally


Presenter
Presentation Notes
First described & named by Richard Dawkins as akin to a gene, where the genetic material is passed from one to another resulting in human evolution – this is cultural material passed from one to another, resulting in cultural evolution
Memes can be visual, on YouTube as a movie
Mostly riffs, remixes, takeoffs, and have some element of cultural commentary
Created for YouTube, Reddit, 4chan, various meme generating sites, and are shared via Facebook and other social media (in addition to the creation sites)





Presenter
Presentation Notes
Joseph Ducreux, eighteenth century French artist, Portrait de l'artiste sous les traits d'un moqueur
Portrait painter court of Louis 16th of France, self portraits were very expressive

http://knowyourmeme.com/memes/joseph-ducreux-archaic-rap


DISREGARD FEMALES

LT

ACQUIRE CURRENCY


Presenter
Presentation Notes
Became a meme in 2009, Ducreux’ portrait was turned into a meme with a caption reading “Disregard Females, Acquire Currency,” an archaic reinterpretation of lyrics “Fuck Bitches, Get Money” from Notorious B.I.G’s 1995 hit single Get Money.

http://knowyourmeme.com/memes/joseph-ducreux-archaic-rap


‘EP ASIDE,

INSTEAD DESPISE
STEP ASIDE

| HIS SPORT

WHF HATH RELEASED
THE HOUNDS?__ . .


Presenter
Presentation Notes
Part of the fun of this meme is figuring out what the rap lyrics are

http://knowyourmeme.com/memes/joseph-ducreux-archaic-rap




Presenter
Presentation Notes
Fancy cat
Borrows from another medium – film
Still from Bjork’s quirky 2005 music video, “Triumph of a Heart,” where the cat plays her husband: Go to video

http://knowyourmeme.com/memes/i-should-buy-a-boat-cat

http://app.cheezburger.com/builder

http://youtu.be/nQB9d-MMIx0?t=3m30s

http://youtu.be/nQB9d-MMIx0?t=3m30s
http://youtu.be/nQB9d-MMIx0?t=3m30s



Presenter
Presentation Notes
2012 meme on Reddit

http://knowyourmeme.com/memes/i-should-buy-a-boat-cat


Well: this suicks


Presenter
Presentation Notes
Another version

http://knowyourmeme.com/memes/i-should-buy-a-boat-cat


| .1II|I~I.|II|E{ !".,-'IEQ :—jl | tl": 0 I._: |: }_: t :‘] tl 0O |_t |t e
poe AL Pl

| SHOULD BUY/A'HORSE MASK



Presenter
Presentation Notes
another couple of versions on a Reddit thread, referencing yet another internet meme, the horse mask
Memes intermix, and the more they do, the funnier/wittier they are
Most people probably don’t know the original image source, and don’t care

http://knowyourmeme.com/memes/i-should-buy-a-boat-cat

Which leads to other memes: http://knowyourmeme.com/memes/horse-head-mask


two become one


Presenter
Presentation Notes
Taking two disparate things, artfully arranging them to make something new
Mashups have occurred in plenty of artforms, they just weren’t necessarily called a “mashup” – see surrealism, dada
Mashups can be songs, photoshopped images, movies on YouTube, and more
Mashups also signifies taking multiple programming pieces (APIs) from social media sites and putting them together to make an app; for instance, pulling and combining a twitter feed and facebook updates



@ Thriller In The Air Tonight

In The Adr Tonight



Presenter
Presentation Notes
https://soundcloud.com/g3rst/thriller-in-the-air-tonight/

“Thriller in the Air Tonight” by user G3RSt. “G3RSt is a part-time bootleg and mashup artist living in The Netherlands. His mashups are depicted by the use of rock and dance elements. G3RSt started back in 2006 doing mashups and has had some airplay on Dutch national radio, local Dutch stations and several Internet radio stations.” 



Thriller In The Air Tonight

G3RSt

blndr

2013

Mashup

192.48117

eng - 
Phil Collins - In The Air Tonight vs. Michael Jackson - Thriller



http://www.g3rst.com






Presenter
Presentation Notes
Face swap: this is a mashup, of sorts, but also a meme. Photoshopped faces from the image swapped between the figures.



curation to remember


Presenter
Presentation Notes
Runs into the realm of curation as art, or just a new way of not forgetting
Some use it while making physical art (mood boards, etc.), some use it as art (placing disparate things together), many use it for planning mundane things, like a scrapbook for their internet experience
Problems: can grab the image easily, so there is a lot of sharing without attribution
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
http://www.pinterest.com/leah_dent/

Designer, names her boards artfully
“Crewel and unusual” is a board for embroidery inspiration



Pinterest

crewel and unusual

Not punishment, just embroidery goodness.

i/l LeahDent Follow Board 24 Pins

Smallest Forest + Kate Petty

Yumiko Higuchi embroidery art.

L itnass
hahathat is awesome

' Shannon M

That has to be the work of

Invader.


Presenter
Presentation Notes
http://www.pinterest.com/leah_dent/crewel-and-unusual/

tagline: “Not punishment, just embroidery goodness”

Search: embroidery

Also: Texture: http://www.pinterest.com/ohjoy/texture/
Pattern: http://www.pinterest.com/ohjoy/pattern/


collections with commentary


Presenter
Presentation Notes
More curation, sometimes with a side of social commentary
Can grab images, links, videos easily, so there continues to be an attribution problem
Many use it for blogging, uploading their own content, memes





Presenter
Presentation Notes
Ran from April 4-April 10, 2012. Gained traction immediately. 32 posts, 83,000 shares on Facebook, 8,400 Twitter followers, over 45K Tumblr followers, and a submission from Hillary Clinton herself.



|

Dutch - The Tennis Ball

We have never purchase
tennis balls stashed all

View Post

Posted 5 hours ago
FiLlike 155k =) Send
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Presentation Notes
Started last year with dogshaming, then included catshaming, and just recently (within the last month), librarian shaming





Presenter
Presentation Notes
Found this animation on my tumblr dashboard last night, turned out to be a 21-year old illustration student at Edinburgh College of Art



artful snapshots of daily life


Presenter
Presentation Notes
Instagram is as “artsy” as we get, I think
People use it to catalog their days (unlike Flickr, which is an online photo album), but only the best/most interesting parts
Creates an image, or personality



see It for seconds


Presenter
Presentation Notes
New communication channel, gained traction very recently
For a generation concerned about privacy, don’t want to “curate” anything, just want the moment
Texts and photos are sent, and when opened, last just seconds before they are erased from the device and server
Nathan Jurgenson, Snapchat’s “researcher”: On Snapchat vs. other photographic mediums (The New Inquiry): “The ephemerality [of Snapchat] sharpens viewers’ focus: Once received, a Snapchat count-down is a kind of time-bomb that demands an urgency of vision, a challenge to exhaust the meaning from the image before the clock runs out. Unlike a paper photo that fades slowly over the years, the temporary photo disappears suddenly. Given only a peek, you look hard.”
Brand new addition: Snapchat Stories. Kind of like Facebook feed, only much more ephemeral. Pics added to “My Story” last just 24 hours and then are deleted. With each moment, another pic is deleted, and a new one takes its place
From an interview with Snapchat’s founder at The Verge: "When you have a minute in your day and are curious about what your friends are up to, you can jump into their experience," says Spiegel. … By providing users with fleeting, pocket-sized "live profiles" that last at most 24 hours, Spiegel hopes that users will feel free to act more like their true selves.



Are there consequences
o ?
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Presentation Notes
Corporations co-opting indie artists for big money 


URBAN OUTFITT=RS

Women's Men's Apartment Community Sole

CONTRME S0P

sterling silver state | Heart Destination Mecklacas

Owarall Rating e drdrd

Froe Returns!
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Presentation Notes
Etsy artist finds her work sold by Urban Outfitters (not the only time this has happened) 


lisa congdon art & illustration ##= cody foster
q‘(’;s_ ?‘

2011 z 2013

ORN-743
NORDIC REINDEER ORN
375" Hx4"Lx2"W
$6.95 /MIN 8

2013

TO-876
NORDIC POLAR ORNS 5 ASST
BEAR-5.5" Lx 3" H, YAK-5"1x 3.25" H,
CARABO-5" Lx5.25” H, DEER- 4" Lx 5.25” H, M.
SHEEP-4.25" Lx 3.25" H

$7.95 /MIN 5



Presenter
Presentation Notes
Recently, artist Lisa Congdon finds her illustrations turned into ornaments by tchotchke wholesaler Cody Foster (also not the only time this has happened) 

Also: co-opting real life, turning people into memes – does this create social harmony or happiness. The biggest question: is it supposed to?
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