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Humber Three
CHILDREN'S SIUGING GAITES
Lincoln, Hebraska
June 1, 1937

These games are all suitable for children in the grades. Some of
them are also played by high school pupils and adults. HMany of them can
be adapted for dances or drills. They are all traditional, coming to us
for the most part from ingland or by way of Ingland. The many versions
indicate the local adaptations mede during their travels to us from the
sastern Seaboard Statese

THE MEIDLE'S LYE

This game is also lnown as Threading the leedle. In Trance a dance
named Threading the Feedle is dome in which mary hundreds of persons take
parte. % rezular intervals the leading couple raise their arms allowing

he followers to pass under. The leaders then talze the rear end of the
line.
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Direclions:

Two children face each other and form an arch by raising their arms
and clasping hiands. £Ls they all sing the other children form a line and
nass under the arch, As the last "Because I wanted you" is sung the lcad-
ers drop their ariis around the child passing under the arch. The nlayer
ig then asked, "No you choose ncedles or pins?" The children do not know
which leader is necedles or pins., After maling a choice the player takes
his place behind the designated leader; after all have been caught a tug
of war follows,

O

Cometimes the game is played by older children as a lissing zam
The line is formed by boys and girls in alternate positions. A boy and
a girl arc caught at the same timce.. Tho pair kiss and take places behind
opposite lecadors. This gamo also ends in a tu of war,
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Song:

The bhrecad that runs so truly,
There's many a lass that I've let pass
Lecause I wantod youa

causc I wamted yous becausc I wanted you
s i2any a lass that I've let vass
Bocause I vanted you.

DRAT A BUCETT OF LATHR

Dircctions:

{2

Two girls facc cach otheor and clasp hands al arms leagthe %wo othors
do tho sgmie, erossias the first couple's arms av right angless The couples
bracc their feot ond sway bacizwerd and forward as they sings As the song
cuds tho childreon raisc thoir arms without wnelasping ths hands and put
them bohiad the opposite couple. They ond the gawe by deaneing aroumd in
position es they sing the song againe
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Somctimes tho sawe i

and onc waiting c¢lilld pops und c
thon svng a fifth time with sreat Jo

yyod with eight childrons Tour stand walting

h timc the song is sungs The song is
»ing until oll fall dovwm.
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Song:

Lraw a bucket of water
For my lady's daughtor
Iy fathor's a king

Iy mothor's a queccen
ixr two little sistors
Lro drosscd in groon.

Stomping grass and parsley
Torigold lecaves and daisics
One in a rush

Tvo in 'a rush

Fleage 1ittls girl

Lol under the bush

THZ TARITER I THI DELL

Dircetions:

Onc child stands in the centor of a ringe The children forming the
ring clasp hands and wall: around as they sing. As the sccond verse is
sung, the child in thce conter chooscs onc from the ring and the person
chosen gocs ond stands beside hime. As cach verso is sung, the onc lost
chosen bockons to ong in the ring. “thon' the last vorse is sung thosc in
the contor form a ring and both circlos rove as rapidly as possible in
oppositeo diroctions uwntil the rings brock and tho Choose bucomes the
Tarmer of a now jomc. Somctimes the game onds in clapping hands instoad

of circling.

- e — s
| LA = et =
e e ey e N AT L) D T T

! ¥,
S —— s S PRENR RIS L.
I =t o - J i o e
i | RY = = -
T e
u'OIl;"g:

Tho farmer in the doll,
The farnmer in the dell,
Helgh ho! the cherry-o
The fermor in e doll,.

The farmer talkes the wifo,
The flerm:¥ teltes the wife,
Jieigh hol tho chorry-o

The farmer takes tho wifo,



The wifc takes the child,
The wife takes the child,
Ticigh ho} the chorry-o

The wifc talzcs thc child,

The child takes the nursc,
The child tales the nursc,
MTeigh hol the chorry-o

The child tales the nurscs

The nursc takes the dog,
The nursc takes the dog,
leigh hol the cherry-o

The nursc takcs the doge

The dog takes the cat,
The dog takes the ceot, .

Heigh hol the
The dog talzes

The cat takes
Tho cat takes
Heigh hol the
The cet talcs

chorry~o
the cat,

the rat,
the rat,
cherry-o
the rate

Tho rat telkkoes tho checouse,
The rat tekes tht choosoc,
eigh hol the choerry-a

Tho robt taltes the cheoso,

The cheesc stands alone,
The cheoesc starnds alone,
Teigh ho} the cherry-o

The cheesce stands alone,

GREEN GRAVEL
gone are played in Sweden, Inpland, TFrancc ond per-

hops in othcr Juropcan courtrices. It is playecd as a game by itsclf and
somctimes in cembination with other games,

Variants of this g

Dircctions:

The childron form a circlec and march around singinge 4s the smallest
child is nomed he turns his back to the center of the ring. The first
verse 1s ropeated until overy nemo has been called end all have their
backs to the contor—beginning with the smallest the names are calloed
again and the sccond vorse is repcated until all have their faccs again
turncd to thc contor,

In a variation of the game, aftoer all children facc autward, two
playcrs hold up thetr hands and tho others still holding hands pass through
thus turning their facos to the center sgeine
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Song:
J That oter was socn;

e 0 (name), 0 {nome)
Your true love is doad,
The ing sonds vou o utuLT

To turn rouwnd your hcad.

troen gravel, 3r034 zpavel ,
ho grass is so greon,
1d o)l the fair peidons

lrroyed ©o bo socng
) ~
0 (name}, ¢ (nanc)
Totr true love's net slain,
oha

The Xing sends you a lettor
To turn back azoine

ITLEELT LPASELT
(Tronouvnced: Byc=tiss=lzit, Iye~tass-kit)

is knowm aluo as itunt the Squirrel, Trop-Glove, and Lrop The

he many versions illustreote the 1oca1 qdﬂ)t"Llons of the
annd of tho easteorn Etatese It mey be played in o number of

Dircctions:

aoout o foou aparte One child
Ic drows a haad=-

(1) The childreon stond in o cir

cle
skips around outside of the cirelc as the group sings.
korchief beching somzone stending in the 01role. The ong hehind whom tho
hand'zerehief is dropped vicks it up and tries to touch tho onc who dropped
1t boforc he can reach the vacant space left by the onc who pichked it up.
If the "recoiver™ succeozds in touching the "drooper" before the lattor
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reaches the vacant space, the "dropper" must go to the center, which is
called the "mushpot." The "receiver" now becomes the "dropper" and the
gong is sung againe. The one in the mushpot may steal the handkerchief
from the "receiver," in which case the latter must enter the mushpot and
the one who stole the handkerchief becomes the "receiver" and chases the
naroppere" The game mey proceed indefinitely.

(2) A child outside the circle touches another child on the shoulder.
The child touched must pick up the handkerchief end run in the opposite
direcction. The two meet and courtey three times. Then they run on, each
trying to reach the vacant space first. The loser takes thc handkerchief

and the game conbtinues.

(3) A child called the "squirrel" touches a child who must pursue
him in and out of the ring until he is caught, the pursuer being obliged
to cnter and leave the ring at the same placc as the "squirrel" does.
The singing ceases when the chasc beginse

(4) A kissing game entitlecs the pursuer to a kiss if he catches
the fugitive before she reaches the vacant places
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Itiskit Itaskit

A grcen and yellow basket,

I wrote a letter to my lovc,
And by thc way

I dropt it, dropt it, dropt it.
A littlc boy came and put it
In his pocket, pockct, pockets




they sing the first verse.
the motiocns indicated by the second verse.
players join hands and circle again.
they skip around the circle in opposite direction to the other playersa
During the fourth verse the couple kneel and
becomes the "Farmer" and the geme continues.

OATS, PEAS, BEANS AND BALLEY GROWS

This game apparentily does not come originally from Fngland. It
widely known in Frence, Sweden, Italy, Sicily, Spain and Germany.
about six centuries old.

Much played in Nebraskas

Directions;

curtsys

Melody 1lst, 24 and 4th verses

is

IH L8

The players join hands eand circle about a child in the center, while
Then they pause, drop hands, and go through
During the third verse the
The "Farmer" selects a partner and

The one chosen

Oats, pecas, bcans and barley grows,
Oats, peas, beans and barlcy grows,
You, nor I, nor nobody knows,

How outs, peas, boans and barley growse

Thus the¢ farmer sows his sced,

Stands upright and takes his case,
Steamps his foot, ond clsps his hande,
And turns about to view his landse
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Jaiting for o partusr,

Vaiting Lfor o partner,

Open the ring and tako onc in,

And kiss her whon you got hior ine

¥ow you'ro morricd, you must obey,

You must bo true in all you say,

You must be kind, you must be good,

ind moke your husband chop the wood. (if =irl is chosecn)
or

.nd keep your wife in kindling wood. (if boy is chosen)

EING ARTHUR .S RING WILLIAI'S BOI
Although the words of this song scem to be of Hnglish origin it is

thought by some that they may have been deoveloped from o ballad concorn-
3 process pf adapgbation

ing a rorontic kidneping in Swoden in 1287. In the

the original significance of the bellad has boen almost lost,
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Dircetions:

(1) Trom a row of hats on the floor pelonging to betk sexes the
cs 1t on his own heed, and moerches oround alonc

i

legador chooscs o hab, plae
i & lorge eirele singlag the vorsc., wfier completiye the ¢irelo hs
Places the hat on any one he chooscss The one chosen marches bechind him
and. they azain complote a eirele, singing the first versc as they march.
This procedurc continues, with the first and sccond vorses sung alter-
nately wntil all ere 4n the merehing eirelcs. .The leader then goos 0
march around singing

the senter with tho eng fired chosencoid the playors
Toe looder

the third and fourth vorscs as the couple knoel and salutce.
thon returns to the eircle and tho socond ong cliogen gecs Lo the contor,
The zame continues and the third versoe is repeated until ovoery onc has

boen in the contore

(2) One hat is used by older childron or adults
thio hat of o girl ond “they warsh orouz

ifter corpleting the eirele the girl ploces the hab on some boy standing

in the weivine group and he fellows tho first couples Sihen the circle

Nile
iy
ig eompleted ho placas > hat on somo girl ond the gowne continues wiitil

L young man places




A1l playors stend in o group waiting to be
substituted for versc threo and vorsoe four omittods

¥ing Jrthur was ¥ing 171a1 son
.nd whea the battle he had won
Upon his breast he worc a slar,
and it was called tho sign of worse

King +illieun vias Xing James's son,
snd oll the royel raoce he rung
Upori his bLreast he wore o shtar,
ind it was called the sign of war,

Star of the Tast, Star of the uost,
Star of the one you love the boste

Tf ehevs ot hore don*t takoe hHor port,

But choosc another with all your hc

Dovm om the carpet you must Imocl,

.8 the grass grows on the ficld,
ind rise again upon your fcoet,

‘nd give your bride a kiss so swcote

Say, woung ledy, will you 'list

r

and

artd

503

Loy, youn:y lady, will you 'list and go

™o broad-briried hat you must put on,
And followr on to the fife and drum.

LO¥DO  TRIDGE

choscne

rigin of this gamc and of thc ballad upon which it is bascd

vory vooular in ¥cbraska.

It‘was wentioned by o Prench writer in 1533, and there
t is

s . TR AR S Y "SGR, (I
e el el erty

ircetions:

Tvio childron wi
ropregonts a bridge
joined, singing as

The children in

th arms railsod and hands clasped form
ass, with honds

wder which the linc of childroen p

Fhov o
l’luj' DO.

the line 'sing +the Tiret vorss; tho

o8o

1B The aréeh

sing

scoond, and so forth. The zemo may Pe varied by all the ehildroen
1

all the vorscse ¥Whon
the bradgo fellsg; or,
drop to catch the la
the playcers represcent

the words

roost players Yhen "OfT to vrison
ing “the arch tale the captive to

on

1 ” i 5
he must go"

C

gidec and

tdors's o prison I have got" arc sung,
the zeme is to ond in a bug-of-war, thoe arms

i

o alr
o5

the
ing

sunj,
nim




o choosc botweon gold end silver, lomons and oranges, otc.

The cantors

have provious]y cgreed upon cach of thovu articles cs r presonting his
Jince ~ Aftor moliing a choice the captive takes his place bohind his 1 ad

ars :fter all have buca eadturcd the jame cnds in o tug-of-war,
aro o creat nuwber playing, more than onc arch can bie formed.
yor may be omitted ond tho two next to the lead or the two

ar's
of the lino then melko the arch and the gome begins agein,

Song:

London Bridge is falling dowm,
Falling dovm, falling dowm.
London wridge is -ullln" dovm,

Iy fair ledy.

Build it up with bricks and mortar,
Briecks and mortar, bricks ond morter.
Build it up with brloks and mortor,
Iy fair loedye

Bricks and mortar will not stoy,
741l nov stay, will not stay,
triclks gad morbtar will not staoy,

iy fair ladye.

Build it up with gold and silwver,
? 1d and silver, ‘gold and silver
ld it up with gold and silver,
Ly fair lady,

Gold and silver will be stolon,
¥1ill be stolon, will be ctolon.

Gold and silver will be stolen,
iy fair lady.

uild it up with iroan bars
Iron bars, iron bars.

Fuild it uwp with iron bors,
¥y fair lady,

Iron bars wrill bend and breals,
Lend and breok, bend and brcok.

Iron bers will bend and breck,
Iy foir ledy.

Got o cock to crow all night,

To crow all night, to crow all night,
et o cock to erow all night,

iy fair lodye.e
Hore's o prisonvr I heove =ot,

I have got, T have gob.
Here's a priscner I have
iy fair ladys

S0t

o

The tug—of«



‘hat has this poor wriscnor donec,
Prigoncer donc, prisoncr donc?
Hlatao 119.5 thig poor prisoncr done,

My Foir leody?

Stole wmy watch and lost my koy,
Lost my oy, lost my Noye

Stole my wateh and lost wyr koy,
I fadir lodgrs

L hundrod pouads will "r;t i e,
Sot him froo, sct him frove

A 1 andred pouads will .ot him free,
Ly fair ladye

Stols my hot and losh
l.ost 1y koys, los

&holo my habt and lo
i y el l’Ci.d}[o

OFff o prison he must go,
He must go, he must go.

Tf vo prison he must go,
Ty fair lady.

ROUZ D 37D ROULD THE VOILEY

This dis o vory old traditional
Pogbivals b viich it vas custbousry
whirough the houses in o len; procoss
Ge Tn and Sut of the Window.

f a e e mme b etmin emce st aeai e b e

wont villaco marriage
nen ana women to go
is also ltmovm os
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cbionss

e childror join hands ond form a cirele with one player on tho out-
side singing the first viarso as he danees around the cireles 4is the soccond
verso is sung, the nlayers reisc their arms to Torm windows and the child
outside tho circle goes iz and "ut of alteraote windows wntil tho eirclo




'a boon complcteds ithile tho third vorse
hild in the ring, aud during the fourth <
.gon and staids iz the ringe Then thc ¢
o tho ring and tho same bogins o.gr.in.

¥

; £ollowr him to Lo

follow hin %o Lo
hinm to Lo
done boefo

e B T

BDITORTLL COIEI

ire Mosy Domboo, ftaty ireeltar of 4ho
rovorts that The Sowboys Droom, os prgsentc
LORS PIITHLST Thmbor One, wns writica by Lr
gordiag to ire Satos, tho song, vwitben to
Ryc, llrst apnoarsad : gt articele
?E?go," in the Coszo v, Sucust, 1285,
this informotio. obres:o origiv is not
wos Ineluded in our gollestion on thoe growm
with Jopraskoing,.
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end viill contbain

is sung he stonds facing somo
r ¢ he tales the nend

5 of this
ild who vias enoscn goes out-

Go round and rouvi tha valley,
Zo round and rouwnc the valloy,
Go round and round the valloy,
L8 we have donc beforcs
Go in and out of the windows,
Mo in and out of the windows,
Go in and out of the windows,
Zs we have donc beforcs
stand before your partaor,
ctoad before your pactner,
How stand bc@oro your worbnor,
~8 v havo done Lefors.

adon,
ndon,
ndon,
TOe

/5

HWritors' Projoet in ‘rizonn,
& of pago of MIZRIBWL FOLE-
lzonpt' s Ce Rorncs. ., Ac-
the tune of The Sweet Byc and
"Stompeda G the Turizcr irack
pasze 438, ﬂ¢ arc gload to have
cloimed for €hi It

& SONZe
"

¢ that it has heon

- e e ee e s em s e ae wm e me e e

be iscued about June 1887,

al Logondse

15,
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very popular
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