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Number Nineteen

REMINISCENCES OF DAD STREETER
February, 1939

These reminiscences of Genrge W. Streeter, who prefers to be known as
Dad Streeter, relate experiences and events in which he participated while
living in Nebraska during the 1880's. The manuscript was first sbumitted
to the Fedecral Writers! Preoject in Utah (where Mr. Streeter now resides in
Ogden), and then, through the National Office in Washington, D.Cs, to the
Nebraska Federal Writers' Preject. In order to preserve the f'laver and
flow of the rough narrative, editing was reduced to s minimum,

During the years covered by the reminiscences, "Dad" lived the life of
a roving cowboy--constantly moving from Nebraska to Kansas, Viyoming, Cole=-
rado and back to Nebraska again. His lif'e was spent on horses, either
breaking bucking mustangs—which required a fine sense of balance and abll-
<1ty to anticipate what the wild horese would do next—or rounding up steers
for the branding irons.

In addition to his stories of the range, his accounts of bull-whack-
ing, mule skinning and stage-driving, the pranking of tcnderfeet and
missionaries, his meetings with Caitle Kate, Calamity Jane and Buffalo
Bill, the hazards of prairie fires and blizzards, frontier justicc and on-
counters with Indians, are a valuable contribtution to the folklore of the
Vest.

The
REMINISCENCES OF DAD STREETER

Came Viest in a Prairic Schooner

I was born June 20, 1867, in the Stute of Illinois, (I don't know in
what locality)s When I was one year old father, mother, my little sistur
and myself started west in a prairie schooner. %Nao stopped in Bissouri
for the.winter. - The next spring wo came to Nebraska. Father took a home-
stead about 13 miles north:ast of Seward City on the Blue River, near where
the town of Ulysses is not located.

Fathur started to build & house, but before it was completed another
baby cameg-=a little brother. Mother named him Sewerd, for the town of




Seward, where we did cur trading, I think Schooner would have been more
. Bppropriate, singe he was born in the old prairie schooner we had ueged Tor
Qur journey.

A great many Indians passed by our homestead going to and from their
hunting grouvnds. They were friendly and often came to lhe house to ber,
tne cold day when mother was alone, excapt for us litile pnes, a party of
six Indisns walked into the house without Imeocking, threw off their blan=-
kets and warmed themselves by the stove. They were entirely naked, for
they had nothing underncath thelr blankcets exeept the paint on thoir hod=
ies. Kothor gave them somcthing to cat after which they loft without
doing aiy mischiof cxcopt nearly scaring mother out of her wits. Tho old
Chiof, who woeighed abeouf two hundrod pounds and wes over six Peob tall,
said to mother as thoy were leaving: “Henawa ncotho is Vimshtano," mean-
ing, "Littlc Whitec Squaw good."

Father, by using the speeisl privilepcs given Civil Yar soldiers,
wes able to prove up on his land in six months. So the next spring ha
«50)d out, and enco more hitched the toam onteo the old schoonor and hoadod
weath,

Wy-moved to Indiasnela, Hebraskas The Sioux=Powmes Battle had just
boon fought scar the headwators of the Bopublican, River ofcr scme dis=
putcd hunting groundss The Sioux, who won the battle, wont on the war-
path sgainat the 'shite setllers in the regions IThey houdod dovm the river
killing and buming tho homes of scbtlers on the ways The peoplc of In=
dianola ;. having budn wamed of thoir coming, had hesztily constructod o
sod wall about four feot high thab enclosed a space large cenough te hold
all the poople snd tlwir most voluod posscssions. s The Sioux; upon finde
ing Indiznola fortificd, did not otincks Instead Fhey turncd south until
they came to Sappy Creek, whiech they follewed to the Hepublionn Riwer ond
™ East, leaving dosth snd destruction in their psth.

I Bogin Horse Twlsting

In the spring of 1830, shortly after the last day of school, I mot
a "waddy" in Indionola who was looking for s broncho bustor. Hé wos
effering five dollars o hoad for the broaking of ningty hond of horsoess
Apcn hearing of his mission I said; "Stronger, don't lock any farthor,
I'm your mans" e laughed snd spid he would get cunned if he brought a
kid like me to do & job of thet kind, ns these werc a tough buneh of
hiopscas One of thom hed thrown gnd killed tho rider oa his Lirst tryvs
A-told-him o po on; ond i ho couldn't. find onyeno o toke $ho icb to
oome back and got mes 'He aneworcds "I'1l not bDe bocks!" But in o week's
time he huntod me up and ssid: "Come on, ifid. Yau ean have a fry at it
for’ I hate to pgo back without snybody."

We arrived ot tho raneh omhout nopon the next day cnd Cound the Loros-
mang: Mre Teist, in bod! with several off his bones brokens He expleined
That sho ‘hed tridd to ride one of ‘the horseag, which necely killeod him, and
advriscd 'me to go home while I was @ll in cn¢ picees I told him I didn't
want to give up now without & try. Hu sedd: "All right. I 2dmirc your

vnerves Who aro you, hew old arc yow and is your 1ifo incurcd?"  To which
I answoreds "They call e 'Dad® Strouters  Dwill be fourtcen ot oy next
hirthday. My life insuranee consists of my obility tc ecpe with any o=
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mgrgnrcv that TRy qrisn To which he soid:, “Br&vo, and moy the goed an
gels wateh over you and kuep you. from ull hurn I don't know if the moan
was roligipus or not, but that soundod llkc it anywoy. From that day o
beoonre tho bost uf fricnds. ;

The horses wore kopt 1n o small pasture. hy themsulves. Aftcr dinnor
some of - the men drevo thva into the corral fo let me givo them the once
overs They were cs finc s bunch of horsos as I had scen up to that timo.
Thoy woras Half-brtcd mustﬂng ;nd Hambeltonions who had inherited the fiory
toemper and indemitablo will of their anccgtors.

Thi men peintod to tﬁr horsgc .- that had injurcd Mr. Twist, suying:
"You had botter loave him to tho lnst, for he is & bad one." I replicd:
"Wo, I will rido him first. If I sucevod I moy he able teo ride the rest
of thom." 5o I caught and saddlod him snd tho men helped drag him cut in
front of the housu, where Mr. Twist could wateh tho perforrance from his
window., I mountod and he went inte setiony After ¢ fow moments I decid=-
od I would like a rest, so I reached down and grabbed the nosc piceo of
tho hackamore with my right. hand and his right oar with my loft., By give-
ing his nock a suddon wreach I layed him flat oa his sido. I sat on him
for o fow minutes boefore 1Ltt1ng him up to gomplote his bucking. All the
mon chcorod and snid they hed ‘mover scon that done beforcs The foreman
saids "You'll do, kidi" s

I finishod breaking thom ell ina reasonnbly short fivre without being
thrown or hiving wry sorious mishap, execpt whil. I wos riding onc of theo
horsos through tho sand dunes geveril miles from the rench, when he foll
“with mos I irmedictoly followed = traditicn of the range, which is if
your herse falls and you don't cone cloar of him in the Tull, never let
hin got up fipst until you secc if you arc entargled in any of the trop=-
pings. So I pullud his head up in order to put tho nosu picec of his
hoekanore ever the sadile hern &nd stoartcd .o investigate. To my herror
I found that in the fall my left foot hod been foread through the stirrup,
causing the horse tg loy on it. Tc lot hin up would meon cortoin doeth,
but I could not reach the latigos to romove the saddle, Uhile I loy thorg,
roaliziang thut the chancos of soving my lire were wviry slin, I heard o
wonan's voice ealling: "Stoy with him, I'nm aonlng_na fust as I can." Shu
unfastoncd the latigos and lot the herse get vp. Inogino ny surprisc at
boholding a onc-legpod womand  She saw the dust from her housu, which was
noarly a milc away, throw down her crutch cnd cano hopping on onc leg to
goe what shp could do to hclpl To this day I have iiever scen o cripplod
woman without thinking of the on¢ thet saved my lifc that day.

I rocolved $450,00 in eash, morc jonoy than I had cver scon before,
for brocking in thoso horsds. Bofore lcaving for home, Mr, Twist eclled
mo to his bedside and presented me with a bill of s:zle for a beautiful
horsa, which he snid wap o bonus.

The horsc's noke was Hod, and we boeanc gyoot pole. I tought hin
many tricke, suweh as plaving dond, drinking becr I'rop o bottle, econing
to me at full spood whin I blow a blast on a whistle thut I always cer-
ricd on my watch ehain.



Eating Skunk

Shortly aftor my broncho busting oxpodition thore was an cpidonie of
croup, in Indionola, for which the bust known renody at that time was
siunk ¢il. The Big Horn Drug Store, which had rceontly been cstablished
in Indiancla, was offering very attroctive prices for this cil. Sc father
stortod Iilling slunks, which were very plentiful, He woull skin them and
sell their hides for fifty conts apicso. Mothor weuld put tho eareascs in
o large kettle and fry out the oil, which brought o dollay o pound. It
was o profitable businoss for o short timo,

During tho height of the eopidemic I same hone one day and feund aviry-
ome gone: tho children woro at school, father wns away killing skunks, and
mother was out nursing the sick, for she was an cxpert nurse and in con-
stant deomoni. 1 was vory hungry fron my long ride in the hol sun, so I in-
modiately looked for somcthing to cat. I found broad in tho cupboard and
a groat kettle of cookod meat on the stove, of whish I proceccdad to cat ny
£ill. I had soten norc than two pounds of the dolicicus meat when mothor
gamo in. She immediatoly zsked ift' I had found anything to eat; I tolid hor
I hod £illud up on thot splondid mecat. She threw up her hands in herror,
saying: "That is skunk moat, I was cooking it to cxtraet tho o0il,"™ Then
I triod to throw up, but my offort was uscloss. It was down to stay,

Still T haod to admit it was jood, although I heve nover indulged in thut
luxury again.

Whacking Bulls and Skinning Mulets
Whon I rosechod tho age of fourtoon, in 1881, I was as tall and weigh-
od a& much as I do now, whun I am over socventy, I thought mysolf a men
and ¢ld cnough to shift for nysclf, So, cnc morning, I saddled my horsce
and rodc te Sidnoy, Nebraska; a town on the U. P. Reilroad whero the
freight outfits and stagec coaches startcd for Deadwood, & mining towm in
the Black Hills of Socuth Dakota,

Whon I camc to Siduoy I wont to the offiee of the Niobrars Transpor-
tation Company and askod for a job driving o stage conch., Thoy didn't
ncad a stage drivor but woere looking for a bull whacker. So I took the
job of bull whackiug, which consisted of driving twonty hoad of oxen
hitehed to o lerpo wagon that carricd about 15 tons of supplios. A trail=-
er, carrying ton tons of additional supplics, aud scaetimws o wator tank
fastenoed behind tho troiler to furnish wator for the eattle, was ofton
attached to the froighting wagen. The yoke of twonty oxcn with three wag-
ons strung out behind onme ancther made quite an impressive pieturc. Twen-
ty rnilos wos considorod a good days drivo,

The oxon werc tcamed up in this mamnor: A hiteh, consisting of o
long chain roaching from tho ring in the lead team's ycke to the front
axle on the lcad wagon, guided the freighting wagon, This chain had to
be strong cnough to pull the entire leoad. Then thore were srmaller chains,
about 12 foct in length, from oach of tho othor yokes back towards the wag-
on end weldod where they intersceted tho large chain., Theso sherter chains
only had to be strong cnough to hold what cach toan could pull.

When I hitched up my team the herdor would drive the oxen up to the
wagons while I hold tho load toon's yoke and esllud their nares, after
which thcy would take their places. Than all I had to do was lowor tho
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yoko in place, put the bows around thuir nooks through tho hol=s in the
yoke, and put in the bow koys until all ton tecams wero hitehod ready to
travel,

When I unhitehed T roversed tho procoss.

I found freipghting to be a loncsome and unromantic job, beeausc,
though thore woere always two of us, wo wore not mueh company for cach
othor, feor when I was driving he was sleoping and when I wae slecping
hoe was out herding the oxen.

The mon who worked with me, whilc muech wy senicr, was 8 vary cou-
genial componion. He pesscssod & wealth of frontior expericucs i Mrowle
cdge about fruipghting, such ag how to proasc a liaded wagon. e i1 this
by romoving thc linchpin from tho wicol to bu greasod, them, if thc wheel
wags on tho 1oft =ida of tho wagen, you psdc the cxen pull te the ripht
until the wheel eame off for (asugh to apply your axlc preas. . By turn-
ing tho oxen to the lcft the whool weuld sons back on the axle arain,

In the mornings T would hiteh up thoe oxen ot the first siims of dey-
light and drive until ten ofoloch in the moruing, shoen I turned tho
eattle loosc to graze. At this time I cockod ny broakfast ard slept un=-
til throee in the afterncon, when I hitched up nnd drove ustil dark. Thon,
aftor unhitching th: tuam, I would cook wmy suppey, which comsistod of
coffve, sourdoush bisouits, sowbelly and bcansj ufter which I slept un-
til ‘carly dewn.

Vhile driving I usually walled baside the wegons.  Dut when thore
wag enow, orwhon arcacing strecns, I sat en the laszy boerd. This'was &
broad thin boird with ane und fagtomed fivply %o the betton 6F tha irent
whzon ard orxtending horisontally throe fect mest the lowor adpn of tho
box on the 1:ft side butwern tho whools, rpiving it & very comfertable
springy scat,

I hed only moade a fow trips with tho oxon wh.n the bess pove no o
male teon of the snqc nushber of wagonas aud aniswls. Tho hiteh was wory
rmek the sero, cly the =swles, insteag of uvsins yolus wore harissses that
eonsisted of osllnvs, hnmos, 5 brcad mnddle bamd axd ehiin turay  Eagh
mile had a soall rope, ealled o Jork line, Poetonol to his Bit that passed
threugn the hane ring of thie nigh aadnal Lo vash span eand extoeuded buck to
the front wagen. This rono noado s ling of eurmmmicoticon botwoon the driv-
¢r and tho jork nule,

If the dtiver wighcd to tuin te tke right Me gawve the lios a scries
of shert light jorks, if tc tho loft a stia® pell; Llass Ao toon Shoyod
instortly. If mcro sped was reguirdd the driver would ernck his whip.

If ho wishod to stop the train he would holler "Sheal™ nud sct the wapon

brake.

A good jerk pule wis olweys worth s pool oriz., zipec he zuiled tho
ontire team. A etmmion Anfbass 3iuld pet pesainly f111 the billl The jJurk
malo, with his onto (who was vilded Sy & Jickay stiek——. stiub stick a-
bous throe oot len~, ras-isnp Prov Bis haltsr ring to the hare ring o the
Jerk mule), giided the en? o tho len; eheian, Th3 cthor toans pullsd tho
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load. The whoulers, who were hitehed to the wogon like an ordinary town,
guided the wagon tenpue. On tho nigh wheolor was a steck saddle for the
drivar.

Unhitehing was o roverse of the procoss of hitehing, We never une
hooked any tugs and always lot the harnecss lic whoere the amule wslked out
of it until we hitched up again.

Driving Stapge

1 hod only made onc trip to Deadwood with the mmle team when one of
the stage drivers quits That gave oo the job I had been weiting for,
which consisted of driving from four to ¢ight horscs hitched to a Concord
coachs The sizo of the stago and the nunber of horses uséd dependod om
how many passcngers were lecving Sidney, which wis the starting point.
Somu of the ripgs could cerry twenty passcupere and tholr bagcages Our ave
erage tipe was ton miles por hour; Jvoer 6ll kieds of roods=—therd wore ne
ool roads. ALY the drivor was roovired to do wus to drives Tho hitch=
ing and wnhitching wog done by Flunkics, who wers kopt ot the stepo sto-
ticns along the rogto for that piurpescs

Wig wculd drive twenty milcs, change horscs, drive twenty nore miles,
chanjo horscs apain ond cat our dinncr; thin revorss tiie process on the
roturn routc. Eipghty miles was o day's drives Our orders wero:

"Do not allar soyeno, cxeapt on cffienr of the Iaw or of the son=
pany, to ride on the boot 'with you. Heks cach stobion on tine or
oxpect to pet fired. IF o horse drops by the wey out the tugs and
drive over hin, scnding o men beek from Ehe next station fer tho
harness."
We woro somctimos ehenpod fren coo divislon te spcther in ordor fo brock
the momotony.

Ono day I had only cne passenper, @ larpe fot wmon, whe beeoro vig-
lontly soasiclk from-the sweying of the stope. Thinking frosh air aipght
meke hin foel botter, I dinvitod hin to ride om top of the stape with me,
although it was amainst the rulcse ALl went well until we rocched Break
Neok TH1Y, which was a lek; steep orads poinn down G0 Lo Thite River noar
Fort Robinson,

Ae thorc wae snow on the proand I know my broke would net do any oo
so I pet out te put the rourh-lock on, and to my horror it wasn't thorc.
1t had probably boon takon out for repairs ead nob put back. So I took
the desperate chanes of peing dewn thoe hill without a brake. My wheolors,
althourh o large poworful team, wore not able to hold the heavy. rig, so
wo found oursclves goining spood evury secend. I owng loshing the louders
with a1l my night to leep them out of tho ey, roalizing that if tho
wheolers becaie tangpled in the londorst strotchers they would cousc a :
pile up that would kill both tho passcuper and yysclf. By passenpger, aot
roalizing that, and thinkiap I was trying te searc hin, mado. a preb for
the YTinoss In'dofonse I throw then on the horsces baeks. 'Thon he tricd
to tako the whip away fromone, bulb that was useless, although he was puoeh

“tho largor and stoutcr, bossusc it tool: too mueh of his time and encrgy
to keep fronm falling off the soat. Mo reached the bottom of the hill in
gafety, but rizht at the bottem was & small strom. that was only partly
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frozon ovor, so whon the front wheels wont in, instead of rolling up ovor
tho igo thoy wont undor and hold fasts: The abrupt stop couscd us both to
suil through the alr for about fifty feet, We landed without any scrious
injury. Tho horscs broke loosc from the stago and ran into a clump of
willows. Whon tho shock had subsidod the willows straightonod up, 1ift-
ing tho load tcam off tho ground. I got out my ax, which wo always cur-
ried for erwrpgencies, chopped down tho willows, pot thec team out, hitchod
ot tho rig apgain, and by driving ot a good run the balanee of the way,
roachod the station on timos

Tha managor of the lino, Mr. Crabtrco, was thoro. My passcnpor im=
modintoly told him about my roskless driving, swearing he would never rido
ovor that linc agaln if he didn't fire tho erazy kid, who drove hin in.
The boss locked at him, and saids "You poplc cyod=—you can ride or walk,
but that kid is tho best driver I'wo got,”

That winter wos cxeopticnally cold and sterny, ond it was alnost im-
possiblo to make tho horsus face sone of the blizzards that came howling
down from the north. I stuyed with ny job until spring, thon gquit and
startod south for o wemer climates My rocord showod that I had driven
almost & yoar without boing late or having a wreeok that the horscs
gouldn't drag in.

Cattle Kateo and Calamnity Janc
That morning aftor I quit I put my saddle on Ned, wont to the storo
ancg beught a half sock of flour, o packapo of soda, a slab of dry salt
sowbolly, & littlo sult, a frying pon ond o ean to oorry sourdourh in. I
£illed tho seddls pookets with tho smallor articlos, tiocd on the obhors
behind ny saddle ond hit the trail for Toxase. I dopended on ry cld 46
Colt to furhish frosh mecat along the way.

I slopt on the ground, rollud in a saddlo blankety I did most of
oy traveling in tho night, kooping as much undor covar in tho doybtimo as
possible on acoocunt of the reoving bands of Incions, whom I did not océro
to meot alone feor foar they weuld take o fancy for my secalp or horso., I
finally rcached Dodpge City, Kansns. Thoro I et a lord of about five
thousand heoad of cattle bound fer a ranch on the Yellowstone River, near
Miloas City, Montanas The herdors woero short of help, so I hired out %o
them for tho durotion of the drivo.

After romching our dostinaticn I oncoe more put my sadrile on Ned and
startod south. Whon I reachad tho Plotte Rivor and the 014 Heort Ranch,
which had beon turncd inte a hotel, saloon and gambling hell, I stoppod
for tho night. Durixn; tho cvoninp, when whiling away the timc watching
& ganc of stul poker, whereo thoy wore using groat piles of silver dollars
for chips, with plonty of gold for larger bots, & younp woman walked in
with a zun in hdér hand snd shoutod: "Honds up ovoryboly." Thon she went
to tho poker table and raked all tho monoy in sight into her apron; after
which she backod out of tho door and rodo oway without anycnc raising tho
loast objoection.

I asked the bartondor who she wose He replied: "That's Cattle Kato,
atid I don't blaro her for what she's dones She owils o snell ranch west
of horo on tho Swoot Wutor:; whero sha, Jim Averil and his little kid
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nophew live. Qld Honricks, of thoe Tl-outflt, is sore at thum for taking
up povermuent land that he eluincd cs part of his ronge, and to which he
has 1o ripht or title. That tall fellow, who was pldying stud, is her
forepan; the rest of them belonmped to the 71 cutfits Hate's foreron sold
o bunch ¢f ‘stuers today and got the money, thenr these skunks pot hin dran
and were fleoeing him dn fine stylo when Kato appearcd on tho sodnes I
guass she jot all off hor menoy and miorc, and I's glad of it

The next day I traveled on and mot anothor cattle hord ncar tho uort
boundary cf Indian Territory, known as the Staked Plains. It was o prai-
rio-dog town, of nbout 126 milcs in extont, that tho old Sunta Fe trail
orosscd, Tho little preirieo dops would como out of thoir burrows al the
loagt sound and stangd straight up on thoir Hind yarts on a littlo kmioll
beside their holos, sSivine tho whole lendseave the appcarance of buodng
covared with stakes spaced ten foct apart oaeh wiy, and extonding ws far
as tho oye could rozch.

This hord of oattle was houded for a ploce on the Little Missouri
River, ncoar the Memténa and Dakota line. 1 Joined then ond went north
apain. One of the horddrs was a ycung worsn they celled Calesmity Jano.
Sho could do o man's work, and was o nunbor one cow handes She derived
her peculiar appollation frem hor habit of telliny a hurd luck story to
nuarly overy stranger she mot, and; aftor paining his sympathy, pruvaile
ing upon hin te give her a fow dollars to help her cut of her difficultio:
I confidcd to her ono day that sho wouldn't be sc bad if she would enly
cut out hicr drinking, cswoaring, lying, gambling end rnocchinge

Evérything: noved olon: guictly dxcapt when we came to a towm. Thon
we usually raisod o little hell for cur own armscnment; such zs waking tho
citizens by roeing cur horses throu:h the strocts, or firing our six
shootors and yelling at the top of our veices in dindtution of a band of
wild Indians. Anyonc who trivd te intorfare with the fun was held face
down on the ground and sranked with o palr of leather chaps or sn capty
eartridoe Delt until he =mromisecd to be poodis ‘Before legvwing town our
boss usually sottlod all dama;cs, for hoe ves an lionorablo mpan, and his
paticnee nmust have boen soruoly tricd at timoes.

I Attond College
Wo reachod our destinetion late dn the suamgcr, when I doeided to go
to aghool again during the cominy winters - I had finished high school. |
But I hed heard fother and mothor sreak vory hizhly of the Ruthodlist Uni=
versity at York, Nobraska, &o I doecided to so thero, althourh it wos o
long ride frommy prosent lecation. ¥

I roachod York, Wobraska, twe days bufare the bepinning off the torn,
which -was to last six months, cor enc-hundred cizldar days. 8o Imade 1y |
budget accordingly. 1 yzid a six month Tood bill in advance for ny horse;
rentod o orooh for myscld; with Ffucl and Tight Turaishoed, whore I covld 2o
my own cooking, peying six months ronts T purchassd thoe following arbi-
eles of focd with tho idos of having just cnovch te lastiaimtilitho luast
day of ‘scheool: 185 broad tiskets; 18 nilk tickets; gocd for ono querd
gach: & 100 pound barrel of oot mcal; OO0 pounds of “susar: 200 pounds ol
petetopss snd s E10,00 coupen booky with which t¢ marolose siallcr arki=
‘elos at tho store as I noodot thon, The hundred pounds of supsr wes
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mostly for my horse, I visitod him froquently, ond slwoys took hin scpo
broad and sugar or a bottle of beoer, of which he was wery fond, nnd for
which ho nover forgot to thank me in his horso languague.

By going to a haboerdashory I found what the college boys wero wear-
ing and outfitted mysclf with apprepriote elothos. These ineluded, among
othor things, « tall, silk hat, a swallow=toiled coat eud white spats.
Whon I dresscd for school the chanpo was so marked that I deubt if ny am
nother could have recognized neo. Somotimes I would look in the mirrer
and indulge in o good lauph at mysolf,.

soon aftor oy arrival I mot a bullding contractor by thoe nape of
Beal., I signed with hin as an spprontice te learn the carponter trode.
The uwnderstunding: was thet I work for hin boefore and sftor school and on
Saturdays, during tho wintor schocl tomms; withcut oy the first yeur,
oy board and room tho scecad, and a dollar a day thorcaftor.

I studied hard, so always ruceived high marks on wy oxaninaticn
papers. I took part in nost of the sports, and oxeelled in tho bread
Jjunp ond wrestling, but would hoawve nothing to Jlo with fostball. It was
too rouch a gcame for ne to indulpe in, for ur te that tine I had uevaor
done anything mere dangorous than fighting a ned bull, twisting a wild
stoor dowit by tho herne (bulldopsing), or riding on outlaw hersc. 3So I
was afrnid I would not be able to held my owm in a feotball skirmish,

Everything wont smeothly until my sponding meney cave ocut. Thon I
sold my outfit, piceco by picec, until all I had left was my herse and
six sghootor. After tho school tem wans finished 1 tied a pioce of bale
ing wiro around ry horse's neck, buckled on my pun snd started for Wyonming.

Aoting the Tondorfoot
My arpoaranco caused peels of lauphtor from icerly overy one I mek,

gince I was drosscd in my collopo clothes, consisting of a tall silk hat,
a swallow-tailod coat and white spats, riding barcbacked on a horse with
only o pioco of wire arcunl his neck and a bi; six-shooter strapped a-
round my waist, They evidently teck mo for a tenderfoot, a menstrosity,
an ogoaped Iunatie, or one of Barmunts frocks, who walkod snd tolked like
4 TBILs

I stood the kidding without losing ny temper, and finzlly como to
tho:'H. R. Ranch on the Laranio River, whorao I askod the foroman for o
jobs Aftor scwornl minutcs of uncontrollable lauphtor he informed me
that ho was full handud. I roplied that I had mevor hoard of a cow outfit
boing full handed, and theught they always had roen for o man that could
rido. Then he laughed gonce nore and with o wink at tho others that hed
gathorod around, said: "Woll, that's difforont, if you con ride. I have
twonty hoad of horscs herc that I want rode, and I'll pay you forty dol-
lars a month with board, and five dellars extra for oach horse you ride."
Ho, of course, did not oxpoet me to be able te rile any one of then, for
thoy were all outlaws. Aftorward some of the boys told me he had boon
n:foring to mive ono, or mory, of tho horscs tc any uen that eculéd ride
thoris

I took the job after the boss had agroced to loan mo a seddle, 1



10

turned old Ked locse to do o8 he ploased and was proparing bo maks mysolf
at homu whin pandemoiidum broke loescs  Tho boys had rostrained themsclvos
as long as theoy could. But I was toc good o fun prospect to yass up.
Thoy soen cverpowered ng, out cff tho forks of my eunt tail, throw rocks
onmy silk hat until thoro was little left of it exeopt the rim, and
nailed ny spate goed and soli to the bunlhousc dosr.

The boys stopped thoir razging when thoy saw po ride a wild horso
the noxt morning. They chocred thomselves hofrse whon ho didn't Chrow
mes I rede the twenty horses soveral times around, in turnes At the cnd
oft the month the kess enlled me to tho housc and paid re what he had
agrood tc. Ho said: "Turn thoa ===tz ocut, wu daa't hmve gny use for suck
horsos ac thon. I was just tryinp you out to sce iff you could rido. You
surc showod us that :,rm; could and here is ¢ present for you hesidos " Eo
gnve me thao nicest saddleo & have cver scon. It ol a steel free, o golid
silvor horn, eantlc, skirt cornors, and wag booutifully stampod with tho
profile of a lady on each fenders It alse had long tapodoras on tie stir-
raps. It was & saddlo of whieh any horsce twistor weuld be Justly veory
prouds I -bid the boys jecdby and ajain stoartod south.

Sorenading: Missicenurics

I hodatt traveled far fate Kensce whan I azain viet o troll hopd, this
time headod fer the Powder River. I hired out to theas Vo roachod Cul-
bortsan, Mobraska, the saac day, ksy, 1BEO, that the (irst passansér train
arrdived fron tho Basts 'Tho brain oirricd sgweral profchors who oare with
the avowod purpose of eonwvirtiv: the sowbers. They alvertised that thoy
would hold services that ovesing in en old fremoe salcon buildir;: thot was
unocsupicd oxgept for a very spall Pest Office in olo eurmer,

Wo £ll onre to the mooting at the appeinted tinme, but ihstedd of
Coinge inside wo redo osround azd around thu buillin Ao yellins Like wild
Indians ard Pirias our six-shooters through the building, clways aiuing
high so as siet to hurt anycne insides Our purpose was Lo seare the wits
out of tho two niuisters, which we ovidently d4id, L{ur whon we peckad
throuph the windews thoy were en their knecs; although whother they were
praying for tho souls of the ecwboys or thelr owie salvition [ never kiow,

By working in rclays we hept up the siegu anbil dsylicht, when our
foreman put his hoad in the door and sancunced thet there was a train
locving for the Bust in fiftoon ndnutoes and if they wanted to po he would
cive then o safe gscorts Thoy all went without cven bidding us pocdby,
whilc wo went on with cur herd. Im a fow days wa wore overbske: and
hulted by o purty of the U, 8. Cavalry ant charged with firing uron a
Poet Office.

Tho efficur in comnmid wag o reesonailo follow, amd ovidently net
kiiowing what to do with twenty-five roughnuck cow "’Ln“. and five thonsand
hoad of cattle, obldpinyly zllowed us to o ON sur aays  Afber roaching
sur degkinotien T hit the bock trodl down throvsh Wyeming.  1eane to an
Indian cump on Wind River, where I net Hlaek Cele, who was Chicef of tho
Arvapahoe tribe ob that tam,, und-aglod fersomething o eaty He touk o
to his tupco ard polated to'a larre kottle of boilod meut wyd said, "Bat, 1
which I immeodiatoely aid, fuor L hadn't caten for two duys.
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After I hod ceonsumed sbout throe pounds 'of: the nwat he ssked we if 71
imow what I was cating. I juessed overy kind ‘oftment I coul?! think of,
to all of whioh he answcred, "No.™ Thon he roadhod through the flup of
the tepoe and pulled in a large bloody dog hide . with the ears sad fevt ou,
and snoid:  "That's what you cat. You likeun?" 'I suidj."Yous, I likoum,"
but 1 didn't want eny mmm-.l_" I tharked him nnd wont ny wayve

I Moct a Bully SR

I wont to the 1 Kanch cn kedicine Creck, o tributary of tho R”hubll'
con River in Nobraska, and hirod cut to Mr. Lion, the forcman. Ny job
wis to ride 1he fall roundup, but while wu were propoaring to start I cob
into an arpuncnt with the bully of the outfit that endod up in 4 rouch and
tumble  fights. It was a doeisive victory for me, thaks to my training as
n wrastler. I thoupht tho mattor enled, but the next nerning, when I wms
saddling my horso, I was stortied by the réar of ¢ un. hen I turncd to
gac what was poing on I f'eund & neizhborluyy rancher had arrived in tho
nick of time to kiock the buily's ;uwn to cnc sido as it went off, thorohy
saving my life, He procecded te beat the men inte inscnsibility. Thon,
turning te me, he said: "Comc with mo, kids I'11l _ive youa joos It
rmight not bo safo for you to hang around here any longer."

I accopted the job with my noew friind, whos: nanc wes Mre Thomas. A
fow days lator, whon we wero drivin: a bunch of esttle, we met the hully,
who started at cmoo to abusc me agnin. Mre Thoms, without saying a
wordyrodo up boside him, grebhod him arcund tlie neck, julled him off his
horso.and pove hip  such o poemcling that I was nfroid he hed killod hins
Yhon - ho ' finally capo to woe cousht his horso, leaded hinm on it ownd took
him homo<. Mr. Thomas scid: "I puoss that will teach him his range nan=-
nors.

There was nc oxeitomont until about two weeks lator, when onc of tho
boys camo &coross mo and my horsc lying side by sido, gpjarontly dood.
Both of us had bocn struck by lightning. They took the saddle from the
doad horsd and toclk it and ne to thu nearest rorch, whaoro thoy layed no
out''so I would Jdry straisht., Thoy woro keeping a doath wateh, whon about
two otolock that nipht 1 suddenly sat up sad yolled: "ihore is the black
horse I wos riding?" I don't know whe was the nest scared, thum or no.

I wias as woll a= owver. I went back to the L roanch, whore I opein met Mr.
Lion. He told mc hc had sont his would-be bad mod Eonst to a hespital for
repaire, snd askod mo to work for hin apnin. This I 'did.

Fiphting a Prairioc Firo

Soon after arrivin: at the ranch, after the roundup, we noticed &
black oloud in tho south which we deeldad wos & prairic fire coming ocur
woay-with o stron; breozo to holp it nlong. Our foroman said; "We don't
ncod te worrye It will stop whon it rcachos the river." But it dida't.
Tho draft causod by tho head fire was strong cnourh te drow any burning
articlos, such os largc wecd stolks or vuffalo ghips, hich in the air.
80 it had no difflculty in crossing the river, althow:h it was over ono-

half mile wides Before we could rmnuh tho river it hed goined such pro-

portions that wo could do nothin, to stop it. All we could do was fight
it from tho sides Our cutfit had thoir sulky (riding) plows that they

kopt for this purposc, end ¢ noiphboring rancher had the same. He workod
on ono sido of tho wire and wo on the othoer, with the objeet of keoping
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it narrowed down in order %o save as much ef the feed for the ocattle on
thc range a8 wo could. :

We hitohsd four horses ¢én cach plow and the three plews, followiop
ono behind the othep, Lared o strip of ground about three foot wide. The
hersoa wero driven ot top speed as clope to the fire s the hgat would per
mity *They ware followgd up by mon who set fire to the prass plons tho si
of the furrows next to'the main firg.  An 0ld blanket, coat or larLa snclk
was uaod to Boat cut the fire that misht try to po the wreng way. Sinee
cnch man opmo to whero the mon choad had worked, ho had to rount his hers
gnd ride ahead at full speod until he oane to whoro ho could work again,
In that way wo foucht the’ fire to tho Platte River, a distaneo of about &
hundrad miles, . '

Buffalo #ill's Wild Wust Show
4 short time after this fire I read an ad in the NHorth Platte papor,
that saidy "WANTED TO BUYI HORSES TiiATl CGAN BUCK. BRING THEM TO LY RANC
FOUR MILES WEST OF NORTE FLATTE, NLBRASKA. Wkl F..CODY."

I had recontly bought o very beautiful snow white horse with & bLlaek
mane and tail, As & bucker hc was one of theso hell-roaring singo eat
varietics you rcad about but very scldom sco. lo had one redooming trait;
whon ha had thrown his rider he would always stop and wait for him to pot
on apain, ard by his looks seemed to say:s "If ot first you don't sucn&ch
try, try agein."” Ho was slways willing tc do his best at every try. ]

I lod him over to lir. Cody, who'said: "I never buy'a pig in a palko;
get ‘on and see what ho ean do." After riding him ima;inc ay surprise at’
hearing Kr. Cody say that hc would not give me a dollar for ny horso be=
cousg: hoe did 'neot have a pancthot eould ridethinme: Ho'nlso said that if T
woultl .go with tho eircus the noxt sumnior cnd ride the horse at éach por-
formonce ho would pay wc as uch as Sy uin in the eireuss He would prive
me ono hundred dollars for my horse and a liboral advanee oa r3-sn1ury
with which to buy such things as I aight nced for mysclf. I scid: lec
me one hundrod for ry- korse now, and T will JCln you hore im the spring,™
which he did.

Whon I returncd firom school in the spring I found the show makinp
rcady for an oarly start. Thbre were four bronce'riders, Buck andZuck .
Taylor (brothers), ¥William Hickock (Wild Bill), and mysclf. Thero was
also a young man by the nome of Clencns, who rodc his horse at full spoud
around the rinp ond throw knives ond tomshawks at targets with wonderful °
8kill; o sixtoon year old girl, nared Annie Odkloy, who cluimod to bho the
world's champion rifle shot. Dr. Carver claimed the title at that timag,
but he refuscd to shoot with Miss Onkley, and after having been challengo
soveral times told hor he was satisfied o bo ealled the champion pontle
nan-and Lo lot hor heoenlled tho chompion lady riflo ghot, finnie used a
twonty-two ealibor singlo shot Ballard rifle: One of her pastimes wis
shooting the ashes from the boys! ciparottes, er s dime held botween thed
thunb and fingers I didn't smoke eiparettes or hold sny dines for-hor te
shoot at: fur fuar of losing Wy nerve at thy nést eritical momont, and
petting my fingers burncd, i : :

Those wore the people I lived and worked withy There were' many
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othors, including a pun crew that showod an artillery pieco iu nmetionj a
bunch of Siocux Indions in a stage holdup sccnoj Turks, with their turbans
and tall saddlns, and many othor workers, cctors and gide show froaks.,
The show wos vory appropriately named the Wild West, for our boss oncour=-
agod us in cnacting wild ond wooly eapors on tho atrnat with tho assurcnco
that if wo woro arrostod for disturbing tho poncs ho would pay our fincs
and oxpongos. Sonctimes he would pe to a bank and ot his saddle pockots
fillod with niockles and direcs, aftor which ho would ;ida his horse along
tho main stroct sowing thom like a farmor sows whoat, just to sco thoe
childron soramblo for thon,

Hr. Cody always had o larpo Anerican flag reiscd on a tall pole at
the ranch to lot his frionds lmow whon he was at home. For their accon-
modation ho ran a froc bus at ropular intervals betwoon the ranch and his
galoon in Worth Platto, with froc drinks at both onds of thoe linc. Tho
toom consistod of six olk hitehod to an old Concord stare coach, which was
usually drivon by Buck Taylor. It was well patronized, for Bill had many
friends on such occasions.

I enjoyed my work and the travoel connooted with it, ospacinlly tho
applouse of tho crowds. My boss was kind and ponorous to a fault, and
would ofton allow us to draw moncy far in advancc. That nade spond=-
thrifts of everybody, and whon wo caro homo in the fall thore wore very
fow that worgo not indobted to Kr. Cody. To these thet woroe he pave work
around tho ranch, feoding and earing for the aninnls during tho winter.

Slooping in o Blizzard

I wont to Hedieine Crook, Nolraska, whore lir. Lioan had offurod mo o
job for tho winter. Ho had several larpge staclks of wild hay that we had
saved from the prairic fire by placing: fire guards around them, which con-
sisgtod of plowiny a ecirelo of throc or four furrows icar tho stacks, thon
anothor circle about once hundroed yards farthor out, and burning tho ;rass
botwoen the two, This method was very cffcetive whoen net in the diroet
coursc of a hood firo.

Ho took on outfit out to ratlior up some old eows, or othar poor
gattlo, to brinpg them homwe and feed throuch the winter, This was a praoc-
tico that had nover boon followcd boforo in that part of the country. Tho
cattlomon fipured that the eattle saved by feoding 4id not pay the cxtra
oxponso, but a preat many chanpod their minds aftor the hard winter of
1886, whon it was cstimatod that fifty rorcont of tho eattle on the range
diod.

%e patherod quite a larze bunsh and started home. As we had boen out
longor than wo had expected our food supply ren low. Thoe boss sent ne to
tho homo ranch with instructions to sot a tean of nules and buckboard
loadod with provisions and mcct the outfit at the Lone Treo, which was a
larzo cottonwood on the divido about half-way botwoon the Flatte and Re-
publican Rivers. A4s thorc was not anothor trec within forty niles in any
direcetion it mado o wondorful land mark.

I corw to the troo, but thore was no hord in sijht. I unhitohod and
ticd the mulos to tho buckboard to await their coming, when thorc arose
one of" thosc carly snowstorms which continucd for soveral hours., By night
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fall it had turncd inte o blizzard. The tomporature suddenly dropred to
sovaral dogrocs bolow zoro. The wind from the nerth howled ok tho rato g
40 milos por hLiour, driviag the Prozen snow bofore it with such foree tha
whon it struck my foeo it out the £logh. Hy bod wns with the coattle out
ity om0, T had noatliing to wrop upodn, hor did: T hawe:-gaything Lo uild-a
fird with, Iuckily I hed o piecc of horst blanket slovt twe fuot square
that wus used 28 o seuy cushions I pul it over my hea? fer protection on
ren sround to Keop wp eireulution., I seon Becamy oxhausted, aml wag abe
to pive up whun I noticed that the snow was drifting to the lowward of €
rips 5o, wlftor kicking it swoy lu the decpust place, I luy dowm on tho
baro ground, curlel up ny fuet i.. tho tails of [y sverccat with tl'm ricoo
of horse blanket over ry head and hunds. My only hopo was that tho snow
would drift ovor ne and keop ne from t':-:fz:r.n. o dontily T 'soon qum to
fogl a wars and Jrowsy Tesliap, Which T hnd offcn heord scy poople cxrerd
crocd buforo froveins. I pluchod nysolf several times and found 1 wag n
frozon, bul worm ond soft to tho tuuch, then T ellowed myself to: 2ol to
slcep.

oI | e 1T

1 pwoke in tho merndnp to find that tho suow hnd drifted ovor me to
a depth of nhout eoigshtoun ineches; and hod Loph e warn. Dot owhon T
erawlod oul thoe gold wis fore dinteasc, ond the wind more picreing than
bofore. 1 finclly suweeccded in fetiing the mules hitohed and sthrted om
the rosd for hemo at o brisk trot. 1 ticd the linos to the doashbonrd and
ran 2lony: bohind, holding to the bacie of dhe buckbonrd, smoetinmes junping
on for a fow minubes rost, thon off to runagnin: Inm thicwey T roachod
the ranch und anfety.

P I N T

il B KL o,

The noxt dev tha herd e in,  Thoy Had takoa o different roubo and
had net eor by tho Lone Tren. The bLoss tricd teo oxplain wnd apoleiized
for locaving mo out ol the préiriv to frocge, but I said once wus onourh
w0 riegk my 11fc¢ working: for o pan like him, T dop 1':"':1: 1 and recoived my
pay, boarded the traiw f'er York, hMebraslke; whero I azdin carolled in tho
college for the remaindor of thi borm. 1 worked for fy old varpenter Los
during ny spare tine, Por whiech I roecived iy bosrd end room. and, ‘with
the poncy Bulfnle Bill had paid ne, 1 puid oy other cxponscs.

P U o

[T

RButeh Cassidy

After the school torm was over I wont to the Twe Bar Ranch on liordp
Cregl, Tiyoming, and hired out, The foreman's nsme was Short. The loayout
wag onu of ton runches owaud by the Swan Land und Cattle Companys Colone
Swen was the guneral monnger. "We were preoparing to sgtort on thu oenlf
rousidup, loadin; the chuck ond YHed wagons. Whon I trield Lo pub oy wreund
bod on thi wapon I found it too heavy for me, so I let it slip bock on thi
ground. 4 bil husky féllow who hod boen watehing mo, steppred up and said
"ot mo do thet kid."

il . el el

Boforg I eculd soy yus or no he had grobbod it with one hand and
thresm it up with the sreamtost of casc, Thon he turued bto mo and sa1d's
"ret’s put our bods tosuther—rcaning in one roll—and I will always do
tha loading."

= Lk Ad e et e R AR L wmi we

e wes o clean looking fellow, so I answerod: "4ll ripht, whoro is
ours?"
"I kowven't mny."
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T laugkod at the Joke and szid; "All ripht, you can sleep with me,"
which he did all that susnoer and most of the next, That was ny first
introduction tc Butell Cugoidy, tie lamous outlaw, and I have nover nct n
more conponial eempanion or a boettor friend, Hoe enlled nec his kid, and
4f I got into an altorsntion with anyonc he would sten up snd say; "I
hewe no objeetion tv you whipping the kid, but you'll have to whip Butch
first.”"  That alvicys sottled it in my favor, for ne one derud to tackle
hirn in & roush sod tusble ficht, and I nover saw his ooual with = six-
shooters I have often sovnt hinm rite his horse at full spoed arcund a troc
whilo firing all six bullets in the sano hele ‘in the troe.

There wis o youns pan with the outfit who earried a rawhido rope ono
hundred end tweaty=-1'ive feot in longth. Iio could throw it one hundrod
feat and cotoh the stoer, or cbjouet he wos aiping for, with wonderful ac-
euracys dle wont by ithe une of Kid, = eoumen e for youag men, ef which
wechad Bovorsl. To :.iatint“u"uu- hin fron e other kids wo ecllod him Billy
the Kid,, [Ho sfterwirds buoesie quite notorious, often mentionod, and sox-
timas made the horo by writers of wostorn fietion. T worked with this
outfit durings tho Spring rowncaps tkhen Buteh and 1 went to Bates Crock,
whore wa worked for the eatw eompany. The foreuvsn's agne, ot this ranch,
1as Baokars

¥hile workins for the Tve Bnr I wes' scnt across thoe line into He-
braska te opy on o on who was susieoebed of illin: eonnony cattles I
found out whare hoe liwved, and where hoe had Dbutebered & oritier not 'so
long beiores. PFure I found o hido with the Two Eor broamd om it, 8o I
wont to his housc and knookoed. o wonon ecoiw to the dover. I asked for hor
husbands  Shoe enswored thot Mo wos awny snd would net b2 honw until the
noxt day. 1 csked if I coull et sene dipner?’ She said:’ Mos, il you
gan oatiwhot aic hove, which is only siro neat honging on the north side of
Thanhouscs If you will Briang it dn I will Try comi for you.”

I found a lergo picce of bicf so rottun 1t woull hardily hong on the
nails. 1 took it somce fistauce fror the wll amd buricd ity then returncd
tottho hougs ond ashkoed the-weran whers her huguond wus? She sndd he had
gone to town Lor supplics.  Then I asied how nuch pongy he hads She ro-
plied that 211 hu Tussosgsed wos chiw dollar azl sixly conts with whish to
buy supplics for the fonily. I then teld her I wewllast stey for dinner
ut would be bock for suj ur.

I thoy vient to 2 eatile rauch not :m.-.n:,r miles gwayr dpd told tho fore-
van I wented o puck horso load of feod and wented hinm to loock 1o the Tweo
Bars Cenpany forihis pnys  Sinee I wes riding a horso with their bhrand sa
it Ihad very Yittle trouble i convineing him it would Dbe all righty e
~londed tho horsu with all ko was atlu to c.'.x:-ry in tho way of sugar, ceffeu,
ricc, beans, ha, tacon, dried fruit, flour, selt, porper, otc.—-cnough
to lost thon six morths. ihen I resehied the scttler's ealin and started
unlonding the wormn aslhod mo-what I wes Jeing. I told her T had broupht
sonothing along for suj;er, an? that what we didn't oot 1 was Colup to
lgave for hor and tho kids. Sho thruw her nims arowl =y ncek ond shed
taars of joy, suying:  Mhis o dscmore crubothon has ever Beon dniour-houso
at one tiwe sinee I have boon married,”

e had n gool supjer, an! I enjoyed watching: these little oncs cats
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Then - I caught iy herse, end as I wes leaving the lady asked ry nomes oI
told her: "I én just o roving oowboy. They call mo Dad,"

swhen I ot boek to the Two Bar I went to the office to {row my wages,
The beokkeerer, Hr. Bort Richey, saic he had o puek losd of supilics charpe
to mo snd started to upbraid mo by sayinp: "You wore sout to arrest that
mar, instoad you gave hin o load of supplies.”

Celonol Swan was there st the timo. After hearing tho story he said
I had cdoie oxactly the rignt thing ard that he would pay the food bill:
odding that the corpany was after the mon who stele eattle for profit, and
not a man who stole to Juep his wife and children from starving.

While on ny say back to the roanch hems I et a Lunch of yowip Shoshos
ne Indians. Jpong thom was Chicf Tlashakle's son. Yo asked me for o chew
of tobacco,. I haded hin s one nound plug fraon oy sadille pockot,.all O
hide Ho took out his sheath kmife, eut off a chew for me, thon put the
rogt of tho plug in his pocket. So 1 hit him over the head with ny six-
shootoer, recoverod i tobooco; and started et full srood for the notrost
oow-cinp, which wos zbout teow niles aways The other Imliaus wore i hot
pursnit und yelling like Quens. I was riding o splendid liorse, sc pan-
ared to keep at a safe distonco dn the lead; I raached the csnp in safoty,
The Indians, who wero not enxicus for a fight with & bunch of cowboys),
pavoe up the chase on? woent away.

T Eoleco

The Two Bar Cattle Compauny owned 160,000 head of eattle, employed 200
ridors; and plaimed the Torritory of DUwoning asitheir ransoe. Itsms owned
by Scoteh, and Enplish gontlomer who bad nover been to this countrys. So
hoving: a suriesity teo soc how cattle were hendlod on the roanpe tlhey ors
gonized a yorty of men, wonen and & fow children (about onc hundrod and
fifty in all), 2nd eome to Choyenne, Yyoning, where Colonel Swan nmet then
with corriages, wapons, saddle horsos and ceny eguipmont.  Ho thoen oscortod
thom 4o the laromic Plains, loeatcd ebout one huindred miles frem Choyenne,
where the roundup cutfit wos working during the 1880ts.

oix of ths main catile conpanios in thot voart of the comtry had outs=
Pits thore, consisting of o chuck waron sad tweaty=five or thirty ridors
cache That, with the cuc hundred fifty new arrivals, mode quito a largc;aths
erings Cecleonel Swon was choson naster of coremonics, in charge of tho on-
tertainmont to be given in honor of our guusts. JAftor supror tho ovoening
wzs spent around a larpo eoanp=fire; whoro we told fromtier stories and:sang
cowboy songss  Then we wont to boed, whers woe laid for hours listeningy to thg
plaintive wails of the coyotes, which our rucsts admitted thoy did not en=
joys They werc not usod to being lulled-to sloup by that kind of music.

e pot up earlys o riders, aftor breakfast, wenl out to ride v rmnge
as usual, while our fricnds gtoyed ‘dn eamp to got their nuch reedod rost.

Vo brought in five thousond hoad of cattlu anl jrocecded to worl: tho
bunch. Each outfit cut cut and bronded thedir own andumlgs Our o gucsts
looked on with proat osteonishrment, ond adniration, 2t somo of the foats
of horscrenship and daring performod by the riders. Tie bramnding pro=
cosg lastod until about tiwo o'clock dn the afternmecon,. Then we had cinner;
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aftor which some of us woent fizhing and othors wont hunting for antolopoes.
Ve hed soveral Shoshone Indians in camps After supper they drossed
in their foathors and wnr paint to give a war dance around the camy fire,
and wore roundly cprlauded by alls, Thon all wont to bed to listen to an-
othor soronwdo by the coyobo band.

Hext norninz we were all up coarly, and anxicus to go on with thoe show,
Qur neting was extemperonoous, and desipgned to rortray every-day lifec on
the rangzo.

First on the propgrim wes horse racing, bocauso we loiew of our visitors!
groat love for that sport. It was almest nuecanny tho way they could alwnys
piek the winner. Then we had bueking hersc ridiap, in which I took part.
Thon we had rouch and tumbls wrestling. Thon Fillic geve an gxhibition of
funey roping, while Macl;, a big Irishian, showed how to twist a wild stoor
by the horns. Then ooma & tup of war, with Tadidans on one ond &nd cow
punchers on the othor, which vms very ¢xciting. The bare tack riding of
bucking horsos and wild steors was very thrilling. fThis was followed by
Kaunic, o very diminutive hiexican, who showed wounderful duxturity dn a bull
fight, Every time the Wull charged he would step oca the ardiml's head, bLe
tosszod in tho air, corw down on its Lack, slide off behind, grab him Ly the
tail, and hold on for ssveral ninubos whilo fanainz tho bull with his son-
brero, which oouscd roors of apjplausoa,

Bufch pave an exhibition of fancy pistol shooting that was marvelous.
This was followed by a free for all stunting perforrance. Every ron that
could de snything extraordinary woas wsked to take part. JAbout one hundred
nen responded, and all did their stuff at the same time., This cereated a
very animated scene. Next ceie a broneo reace. isbout twenty-five fren
mounted horscs that had never been ridden before. At the word "go," the
blindfolds woru jurked from coch horse's cyes siimmltonoously and the herses
turncd loose, The firgt ridor to cross a line loeated two hundred yards
from the starting point boeeame the winner, The next half hour was spent
by tho horsos bucking, squenling, rcaring and running (usuelly in the wrong
dircoction}, until onc man finally succcodcd in jotting kis horso across tho
linow. Tho horsoe and nen wora scottdrud far and nonr, rony farthor from
the goal than when they startod.

Rext was the dinner call. Although much bolated it waos well worth
woiting fors Tho soven profossional ‘cooks thet weroe in eanp united in
their offorts to propore a banquot for all. The moss consiated of barbo-
cucd antelope, with such on array of other doliclous dishes that nll nar-
veled as to how they did it out on o dosert and ovor o canp firc, aftor
it was over, the Indicns favorcd us with another war dance, aftor which o
all turncd in.

After breakfast the next morning, while making preparation for an
early start for Cheoyconu, ong of thelir spokesmen arcose snd enlled for si-
lenco. He then save a spevch, in which he said it was well worth coning
gix thousand niles to sue our rodeo.

After sooing mo ride in tho rodec Mr, Swon ssked ne if 1 would liko
to rido & fow horses for hin on oxhibiticn, I was to rocoive onc-fourth
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of the winnings, I told hin I would, so whun he arrived in Cheycnuc he
put . ah ad in thc pepor in which he snid he would pay anyone $500,00 who
would bring « horse I ecould not ride, Tho advertiscnent bréupght o nunber
of horses, not enly from Uyomiug, bt fron all the surrounding stutes and
torritorios.

Sinee I could always ride the horses, Kr, Swen nevor lost his §500.00
cffer. The bote woro usually 250000 on the side. This gave no $1256,00
for goch ridej which, alung wilh oy vegular wapos, node oonice Inmocomo while
it-lastad,

Ono dey a man frenm Montong broucht 1a o horsc. After I rodao hin ny
Poroman: pekod o what Ithousht of him. I said, "Ma's cosy, T eould ride
him-with: o woman's sido saddlo and viding hobits" The men ismcdictoly put
up anothor $000.00. The woian's sido snddle wes hard te find, siveo a2l
the cowpirls rode wetride, 7Wo fiinlly pot one by sonding n oanu tc Choy-
oo afttar dt. I rede the Barasc dlpizhi, gnd réecived on cddilional
$125,00, nmoking $250.00 that I roccived for riling that horsc.

Sotting My s Log

Then busincss slockoed. Horsvs stopped coning in, the ranchers realiz-
i thet the chances viors not in their fovor. I centinucd with the rould-
ur, Which wns then boing doenc in tho Powder River eoantry. There I hisd :
soima bad luok. My horse foll with ne, and brole :y left log sbeve the knoe,
The Lforciman offered to toke no to & doeter or bLriuge one t¢ me, but'as it
was about 160 miles to the rwarcst dootor, ard the culy way they had of tak-
ing me was on a vack horse, 1t would be o long énd paiaful Journcy that
would require at lemst six deys. The woather, in addition, was vory hots
S0 1 decided to fix it mysolfs. , I had tham bring ne two picces of bourd,
about four inchus wide by ten inchas leng, which they out frem tho wajon
boxe This wns the enly scurge of meteriul of that kind. I hollowed cne
side of onch picec with ny pooket knife, fitting onc to cach side of my leg
as best as I could, aftor putting the bones in ploco 1 wrapped the splints
to ny log with a lung boudege, nade by tosring up o peir of overalls. Thon
the boys laid mo in a harmock made of a hlanket suspended fron tho uuder
side of the wozon bows. Thus I rede twenty miles o day for ton days, after
which I rode & rentle horse for a fow days until T was entirely well and
able to work eapain, This vms a valuable expericnce I mede use of in latur
years, as 1 hove had my left log breoken thréc times, oy right one onmes, nyr
loft ankle dislocated thruo tinos, my right ankle ¢nee, and my left shoul-
der omeg. - I mever found it neocssory te po to i hospitel or eall o physi=
cion for thesc accidonts.

Herding Indians

Aafter the roundup woas over in the falil I was offered, and secoepted, o
Jjob for the winter. The boys eallod It hurding Indiaas. It consisted of
riding eround the Shoshonc Reservetien, loeated nuar Fert Washakio, Viyon-
ing, I had to move camp at leoast ten miles overy day in crder to keop
watoh on what tho Indians wero doing. I they ereatod nischief 1t wae ny
duty to report it to the apenecy, or to the comassnding cfficor at the fort.
I rede my cwn horse, ecerricd my tod roll and a very licsht eamping outfit,
and a little grub, Nothing nore than ol Ned ceculd carry.

Ene night, when I woi lato coming to carip, I Icund iy bed had lLgen
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disturbed. ithen leooking arm#ui I found mceecasin trocks, whore an Indicon
had got off his hersc bohindra bunch of willows about fifty yards fron ny
bed and crawled on his hands and lmoes fo my camls There was a print in
the snow of 8 larpe knife that ho carricd in his right hand. %Whon he
reachcd the bed he had scen whot he theught to bo my ferme It wes ny pil-
low ond sack, which I always placed in the ceonter <f the bed under tho tar-
paulin te meke it hich in the conter, sc tho wator from rain or melting
snow would run off and not accunulate ice on the bod. Ho had struck his
knife intec it in three places, goch time striking hard onongh for the knife
to po through the bod and inte the ground.

I feared his return, so whistled for Ned, losded evorything on his
back and moved my ecamp to another loeality, although I had already novaed
once that day.

A Narrow Escspo

“hen spring como I boecoine tired of hording Indicns, so I handoed in oy
rosipnation and storted out teo look for somothing else. Bub, beforo I
loft the Reservoation, I was surprisod and overpowoered by 2 small bond of
Indions who disormod and tied me te o troo. Thoy then held a pow wow,
probably to decide whother to vse me for a tarpet for their lmives and ton-
ghawks, or to build o fire and burn mo alive. The prospoct of cithcr dido't
give mc a very comfortable feeling. I noticod an old squaw holding a vory
carngst convorsation with 2 big bueck, and oceosiomally peointing to ne.
aftor o while tho buck came up to me and sfhiid: "He kaow you, you ny broth-
er+" Then I was surc of at lcast onc friend, for he jave me the highost
compliment it iz possible for on Indian to way a white man. Thon ke went
back to the others and tolked for a long time, aftor which hi cumevard un-
tied mo, govo back my six-shooter and seid: "Get your horse and go, cvery-
thing all right." Before loaving I asked him why hc ocllcd me his brother.
He answorced: “A long time apo, maybe four enows, my squaw, two ]anoosc,
way up on mountain with toan and o new wagon hunting pine nuts, camp for
dinnor. %hen thoy try to _c, wopon wheol no turn, horses no pull tho wogon.
You oomo, pound whecl off and groosc um wagon. You fixum. My sqguaw, two
prapoosc, cone homo all ripht. Now you ny brother." I snid: "Yes, I kmow,"
I shook hands with him nnd rele owoy, thankful I had hoelped the old squaw
out of her trouble four yoars beforc.

Trailing Horscs

I docidod to po to the Snake River country, in Idaho, so was follow- -
ing the oll Emipgrant Trail toword South Pess when, at the town of Sublette,
I net & men from Walla ialla, Vashingten, Ly tho noame of Hoyworth. Ho was
on his woy to Omaha, Nebraska, with one hundroc head of horses. Ho was a-
longs The man ho had helping him had quit thet morning, and as mon were
extromoly scarce in that part of tho country I had neo difficulty ian sccur-
ing; omployment at food wagos.

wo followed thoe oldl Emigrant Trail down tho Platto River. Shortly
aftor passing tho town of FNorth Plattc we mot a man who had rocontly takon
o bunch of horsos to Cmaha. He said tho morket was so poor and prices so
low that Mr. Hoyworth docided to turn bock and head for Denver; Colorado.
Wio traveled up the South Flatto, which was almost o direct route, %o pro-
coeded to within fifty miles of Donvor, whero wo met a man from thore who
had sold a nleo bunch, only a few days bofore, that did mot bring onourh to
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{4, thelr feed bill,

This mows so <isecursped my bess that he szids "Ded, T an dispusted
with the wholc business. I'm homesick and I'm poing howe "

"hat are you going to do with tho horscs?

"It going to give thom to you," he replicd. Thersupon he sat dewn
cnd wrote me out a bill of sale for all of them and honled it to ne, say-
ing: "Do as you plcasc with them. Scll them for what yeou ezn get. Koop
out what you havo cominz, and what's left, if any, sond te mc." Then he

bade me rood-bye and rede avay.

after recovering fron the shock cousced by tho saddon turn of affairs:
I pothered up the horscs spd startoed for Grecley, Colorsde, which I know
was not moeny miles awny. hen within throc miles of town I founl necommes
dations for the night anl rposture for the horscsy The noxt morming T rods
into town. The first mau I mot asked me what + would toke for the horse |
wag riding. T cnswered thot I didn't carc te scll him -gingly, since T had
a hundred head in a pasturce zbout throo miles Pron thord, and the horsa T
wog riding was iy top rone hersc,

Ho oskod mu'to toke hin to seo thems T told Ein I would Lo roligso
soe if they wore all right at four o'elock, and if he was there hi could go
along. :

I wont inte o eipur and soft drink vplaece and 'sat Jowne It was o fon-
eral lonfing plaeco, (Grocley, Being a tenperance towi, hed no suloons)a
after awhile T cume out and found that the somw tion hed brought o sslddle
hergo and ticd it te the hitch reek beside minc, o was waiting for me to
come out.

"It1s ‘rathor corly," T safd, "but if you arc a4 soxicus wo oorn o
now."

Yio found the horscs all right. T drovo them into = corral in ono ceor=
nor of the field, where he coull look 2t themj thinkiag ho nisht possibly
have encugch noncy to buy cne. After catoching threo er four, ot his re-
quost, I coiled up my rope, tied it onm my suddle tnd siid: "I petting
tircd of eatching horscs for ycur cpusenonts Itn peoing back to towa."

"Hold o o minuts, what will you toke feor the bunohi"

"Fifty dollars gricee, if you take them oll." To my surprise, he
took-a proot roll of bills out of his old ropead eoat poclot and startoed
ecunting it out te roas He had within two hundred dollers of the roguircd
amount. He said: "I will stop ot the bank os we po threuch tom and et
you tho rest. I live ahout four miles on the other eido of town. I sup-
posc you will help me drive thom home?" 1 wes cortainly plad to 2o 50,

Hiz ranch wns o beautiful ploce noar the mountains, with o lurge rcd=
o home and cther fine buildings. Fwverything was up to date. Ho mode ne
weleone, and gove nme a warm invitotion to stoy thore for et luast & wooks
I pgratefully occertuds
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The next day I telegruphed the money to Ifre Heywourth, domanding o roe
ply, and stating thot I would e in Grocley feor sceveral deys and would a-
wait his answor. In ¢ fow days, (tho money had bteaten him homa), I ro-
egived o tolepram Frem Ir. Hoyworth transmitting five hundrod dellors and
saying he had beon offurin: those horsos for thirty=five dollars cach, and
a8 I hod sold thon fer fifty dellars he folt like dividing the prof'its.
"So please cecept the five hundrud with my compliments, sipaned Goorpe Licy=-
worth, Yallas “falla, tashington,"™ I have ofton wished, sineo, that this
fine old mon could Imow how sinecroly [ aprreocioted his kinducss,

I bodo my new friond, (I found by inquiry that he was San “'right, at
that time Mayor of Grucley, Colorndo), good=lye, and startced for Tyoning
arain,

Forecd into o Dico Came
I wag on my way to Landor, Vyordnr, whon T stoppoud for tho ni ht st a
eattle ‘ranch nocar the Sweot Jatur River. Herce I hoard ef the hanping, ‘on
the nipght beforo, of Jim iveril snd Kate Haxwell (Cattle Kate), at their
ranch a fow nilos from thorc. EBwerybody wes prently oxcited and not in-
olined to poy pmuch attention to'me; nmnd I, boing tircd from rny doyls ride;
went to bed.

I wos awslkanod at niduipht by o large party of heawlly arned nion, vho
eare into the bunk housc wheore I was. Tho ' spokosman said:’ "Uo, nVizl-
lance Cornittoc, hawe assenbled for thoe purrose of apreintias o comdttoe
of ‘one to track down and kill Mr. Henricks, the lcader of the pong of cut-
throats who murdored two of our nei bbors. Lo have decided to shalo dicc=
gecg hich-and Wi h san ouk,—the loscr te do the ioh, the othiors to pay his
oxponses, a8 proof of thc job havin; boen fone he mast brisg baclk tho
pontlemoan's cars, (tho loft onr had a lmife slit, the right o swallow fork
causod by a horse bite), Lfor our insyreetiun.

During: thisz wexplanatien I drossed and started for the door, tut was
prooptly brou_ ht back. Then tho speakoer shoutod: 'Fo you dont't,” and,
pushing the dica merces the tollo to mu, said; "You stort the ponc.”

I rrotegted, soyin; that I would hove nothing to do with it. He snid;
"Oh yos, you will, and you better et busy." 8o I took the diee bax and
shook, but didn't pot an 2ec. The turn cape cround to me apgnin, How thero
woero only four of us loft in the gamo, I was trepbling so hard thot 1 hed
to Tut my hond over the top of the cup to koer the dice from jumping out
before I was ready. 411 the timo I wos rraying that I might bo luely far
Just this onco. Ny jroyors wure answerod, for I sheok an ace, and thot lot
Mo out of tho panc,

The fellow who was stuck took it pood naturedly saying he would por-
form the tisk to the bust of his ability., T dou't know whot I would have
dono, or said, if I had lost the pauwe, I weuld have probably died of fright,
or started for South Jseriea. I did not sloup cny moro that night, and 1d't
carly noxt norning.

About ten o'clock I mot a stranper and wo rode alon: topcther for
gome disteneo wntil wo eone to a orcck. Ho disnowmtoed to motoa drink, and
was in the aet of mounting his horse again whon o shot was fired frem tho
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brush ncarby. Tho bullot killed his horscs I yellod: "Get cn with me,”
He jumped on tho horsc bechind mes after toking hinm to a safc distanco I

told him to- ot off, as I did wmot feel safe eorrying hinm any further, for
I know by thon it was uwr. Honriclks by tho parke wn his cars.

Gogd=Bye to Wyoning
I wont to Lander, where 1 found o stato of war existing Lotween tho
eattlonmen ond sheepnon, and botwoen the cattlomon and rustlers. There hod
buon g0 Beny burtings of sheep conps, poiscnings of herds, s mach oxtila
stealin;, shootiap and hanping that I deeidod Wyeming wos & pocd place to
stay out of for awhilo, :

Scne of the londing eitizens of Londer hed roecived notiees frum the
Vigilanes Committee te lcave the territiry within twenty-feur hours, wit-
nessed by the insipnia of the Order, which wis thw skull and eross-bones
tracued in bleod. BSueh crders wurc usually obeycd.

I doeidod to buy a bunch of horscvs and drive:Eocst. I wont o the
Helf Cirecle Cruss Ranch, <wned by Bip Squaw, o Shoshune Indian woman, who
had horscs to scll. The 012 squaw wes dressed in o besutifully bonded
drogs with many rows of elk tecth caeireling the skirt. I wented it to
koop as an Indisn rolic, so offorcd hor fifty dollars for it, which she
rofuscds Then I whistled for Fed and had him porform nony tricks for thoip
amugomont, sfter which I offercd to tride hin-ts hor for the dress.. Shao |
still rofusod, but scid: "Mo swap ton horsos for your horsc." Thon omo
of hor sons offecrod tem hoad for my saddleo, anothor five for ny bed, and
three herses for ny silver inleid bridle bit and spurs. I trodod ny whole
outfit for horsca. Thon I Louzht seversl heald at ten Jellars ench, moking
fifty in all. I Souzht an oll saddle and Lridle for fivo dollars, fathared
up ny horsos and started for Ganha.

I bede cl1 Ned pood bye snd I'm not ashancd {o say that I shed toars
at rarting with ny old fricnd that had proven hic affcotion for ric on so
nany ocensions.

I wos troveling along tho Sweot Geter Hiwver, when I wos overtakon by
a nan riding his horse ot full speods . &8 hi passed I run iy horse along
hig and asked hin what his hurry was? Fe ropliels "I'n ceing for a doos
tore. JinSwerilts norhew is dying. 4After hangine his unelo and cunt bo=
fore his eyes thoy tock the poor kid to live with a neirshber and ho hos
bieon sick ond cotting worse cver sineo. He octs ag If he hed boeen rois=
sonod . "

I went back to ny korses, asking nysclf if it could be possiblc that
thoso dirty skunks wore Jkilling him hocouse he wos =n oye witnoss to the
hanping? If so, tho ten dollara I hod donotod after tho 2icc fonc was
monoy woll spont.

Then I pot to North Platte I rcad an acoount of the roor kKid's deaths
The coroner's jury had brought in & verdict of Josth by slow olsoning. I
wont on my way, wondeoring why God ¢ver made 2 nan that would sacrifico threg
hunan lives for the tenporary rossession of o spnll spring of wator.

I wont on to a place a little west of Grand Islend, whore I bargained
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the horses to w nen for fifty dcllare a head. DBut the sheriff stopped the
deal, saying he wovld have to hold tho horses until 1 could rrove owncrship,
since no cne eould afford to scll herscs at that priec unloess they wore sto-
lon, I stredightonod everything out Ly writing to the Indioan Apent ot Pat
Viashalkio; after which I rcceived the momcy for my horsco and wont o te U-
lysscs, lebrosia, wherd ny suat and uwpele liwved. Imegive ty surprise ot
findiag oy ucther, broticor and sistors therc, who I had not scen for sov-
aral yeoars. lic had o vory Joyful mecting. 4After vigiting for o fow days
I heard of a bip building beoon in Ogcen, Utah, and alss o Cardivel to ho
held there the noxt suminr. Ry brothoer and I deeided to o there, s¢, oa
the sccond dey of Februsry, we bearded the traiu for Utzh,
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