University of Richmond
UR Scholarship Repository

Master's Theses Student Research

Summer 1965

A history and analysis of negro newspapers in
Virginia

Ronald E. Cutler

Follow this and additional works at: http://scholarship.richmond.edu/masters-theses

Recommended Citation
Cutler, Ronald E., "A history and analysis of negro newspapers in Virginia" (1965). Master's Theses. Paper 233.

This Thesis is brought to you for free and open access by the Student Research at UR Scholarship Repository. It has been accepted for inclusion in
Master's Theses by an authorized administrator of UR Scholarship Repository. For more information, please contact

scholarshiprepository@richmond.edu.


http://scholarship.richmond.edu?utm_source=scholarship.richmond.edu%2Fmasters-theses%2F233&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
http://scholarship.richmond.edu/masters-theses?utm_source=scholarship.richmond.edu%2Fmasters-theses%2F233&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
http://scholarship.richmond.edu/student-research?utm_source=scholarship.richmond.edu%2Fmasters-theses%2F233&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
http://scholarship.richmond.edu/masters-theses?utm_source=scholarship.richmond.edu%2Fmasters-theses%2F233&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
http://scholarship.richmond.edu/masters-theses/233?utm_source=scholarship.richmond.edu%2Fmasters-theses%2F233&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
mailto:scholarshiprepository@richmond.edu

A HISTORY AND ANALYSIS COF KEGRO NEWSPATERS
IN VIRGINIA

A Thesis
Presented to
the Faculty of the Department of History
University of Richmond

In Partiel Fulfillment
of the Requirements for the Degree
Haster of Arts

LIBRARY

UNIVERSITY OF RITHMOND
VIRGIrHA

by
Ronald E. Cutler

August 1965



INTRODUCTION

The Negro press had its inception easrly in the
ninetesnth century, end from its beginning it has been
a crusading element in forming Xegro opinion for greater
freedom, equality, and economic prosperity. The struggle
has not been sn easy one but progress toward these goals has
been made through the many decades of American historye.
Early Nsgro newspapers were created mainly to promote
abolition sentiments but with emanclpation the Negro press
practically became obsolete, It had accompliﬁhad its
primary purpose. However, the few presses which survived'
the Civil VWer became instruments of the Republican Perty.
During these years the legro press served the function of
informing Regroes aﬁcut new legislation and raising demands
for full citizenship rights. The first time the Negro press
in Virginia challenged white leadership was during the
Constitutional Convention of 1901-1%02, The legro press
vigofously protested the disfranchisament of the hLegro.
However, it hed little influence on the cutcoms of the
convention. World War I witnessed an lncrease in HWegro
protest. The Regro press demanded desegregetion of the
armed forces and protested against discrimination in all

phases of American life.
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During the depression years, ths Negro press served
as an orgen of leadership. The papers in Virginia provided
necessary guidance in economic matters for the Negro. This
policy was altered by tho coming of VWorld Wer II. Yegro
newspapers once agein inltiated thelir fight for desegregation
in the ermed forces and abolitlon of discrimination in Americea,
Articles depicting the Kegro soldier csussd circulastion to
increase rapidly. But in the decade following the war years,
the Xegro press decreased in circulation end importance,.

The scdpe of this psper is not to present & chronological
account of the Negro press in Virginla but 1t is desired to
explore brlefly the history of the Fegro press and its
grouwth with speciel sttention on editorisl policies and
general content. The greatsst emphasis will be directed
on the Regro press during times of crisis after 19500, These
periods include, the Constitutional Convention, 1901~1902,
wWorld Wer I, the depression, World vWar 1I, the present day
press and the dilemmes which the Negro press faces in the

futurse,
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CHAPTER I
HISTORY PRIGR TO 19C0

The first Negro newspaper was published in New York
on March 16, 1827, by John B. Russwura aé Samuel E. Cornish,

under the name of Freedom's Journal, Russwurm had the

distinctive honor of being the first Y¥egro graduaste of an
American College. He graduated from Bowdoln College and
later recelved a degree from Harvard University.l Reverend
Cornish, & native of Virginia, wrpte nany of the editorials,
and was described by historians a8 "...of wonderful intelw
lectual parts, having keen perception...{and) certainly

the most populer and conversant editor of his time.">

From 1ts beginning Freedom's Journal was designed

to carry the banner of the Negrot!s cause and to answer
the attacks of antli-Negro newspapera.3 The third edition
of Freedomts Journsl, published on karch 30, 1827, carried

three articles on the front paege vhich were indicative of
the intent of the publication. ¢(us reprinted the memoirs

léllen.ﬁorrlaon, UThe Crusading Tress,” Ebony,
XLVI (Ssptember, 1963), p. 20L. ~
21b1d., pe 205.

31b14,



of Captain Paul Cuffee, who was the offspring of an
African slave, and publicized his rise to wealth through
a lucrative fishing business. Hs was poritrayed as a
eredit to the community end applauded for providing a
school foar the town. Thus, whille the first article
portrayed & successful Negro fisherman, & second ore,
"Paople of Colour", examined the obligations of & white
master to his Negro slave. It was pointed out thet past
generations had brought the curse of slavery to America,
but that it was now the duty of the present generation to
strive towards abolishing it or at leest in gaining slaves
certaln rights as hunans. It was pointed out that the
slave was entitled to the enjoyment of life, health,
chagtity, good name, and sll blessings that he could
enjoy consistently with the public welfare. Therefore,
the paper declared that masters and leglslators should
feel that subjection in itself was a sufficlent cslamity,
end that 1ts burden ought to be made as light as possible:

sesChristienity enforces this dictate of

sound reason ‘Thou shalt love thou nelghbor

a8 Thyself* 1z as much the law between master

srd slave, as between any other members of

the human family. This fs so obviocus, as to

appear almost like a trulsm, and yvet this 1is

the very thing that has slways been lost sight

of 3 smong slave holders.

The third article dealt with & "Cure for Drunkenness.,"



In this article the sditor revealed to hils readers the
necessity of overcoming this evil in order to better
thamselvas.u' Three apparent aims of the Journsl at 1its
offset were: to report accomplishments of Hegroes, to
bring ebout by reeson and éersunsinn the sbolition cf
slavery, and to uplift the Negro himself,.

The roed of ¥Fresdom's Journsl, like the road to

freodonm it fought for, proved to be rugreds. Journalist
historian I. Garland Penn in giving his opinior of the

paper wrote:

This publicetions.e.met with more and
greater obstacles than did any other paper
ever published upon the continent. PBesides
having to fight for a cause whlch then hsd
but few advocatesy it could ses in the popular
mind ne indication of support. The Afro-Americans
in the North thst would patronize the journal
wers few, while the abolitlonists numbered no
great throng at that timee.

Although it had only s short life of three years, it was

the forsrunner of numerous white and Negro anti-slavery

newspapers, the most famous ons being published by & white

man, Willism Lloyd Garrison and called the Liberstore.

ugzgedcmts Jourral, karch 30, 1327. {Korfolk:
Forfolk, Journal anag Guide office), {(Fhotostat)

SI. Garlend Pern, The Afro-imericon VPress snd ITte
Editors, (Springfleld: willey end Company PuDiishers,

¢ Pe 27«




Some of the KNegro publizations of the perlod were the
Elevator (1842), The Letional Vatchman (1842), the Clarion

(1842), The Peoplets Press (1843), and The Xorth Star
(1850-1861).5

“ost of these newspapers were edited by men of

strong character ond followed a policy of militancy.

Their orimery interest wes seeking the abolition of slavery
and 1n educating thelr reeders, rather then in making the
newspaper & successful husiness entercrise. 4As & result,
the existonce of these newspapers was shert, rangiﬁg from
two months to flve yeersz. One exception to this was the

North Star which was founded and edited by Trederick

Douglass in 1850, It continued its operatlon until 1864
when it ceased because of financlal difficulties.7

Theso early nauspapers served as spokeasman of
organizations or individuals who had as thelr cormon
Intersst the abolitlon of slavery. Very few would meet
modern standards, but despite thelr inadequacy many were
well written. Unable to obtaln news, the papers relied

heavily on editorisals, blographical and aubtobiographical

6

Vishmu V. Oak, Tho Kegro Newspaper (¥sllow Springs:
Antloch Press, 1948), pe 122.

TR1chmond Afro-Americsan, Fovembsr 21, 19h2.




sketches, various kinds of essays, end huusn interest
material.s Although thelr publication lives were short,
the Fepro entislavery newspapers had performed a veluable
service in awakening people to the evils of slavery.

In thé late nineteenth century there appesred
numsrous Negro newspapers in Virginla., 3Zome exhibited
grest influence in the political arenai whereas others
¢id little more than offer locel newse Joseph T. Wilson
of Norfolk was the first Hegro to sdlt and publish a
Negro newspaper in Virginia. In 1566 «ilson became editor

of the True Southerner of Korfolli., The pspa lad been

established ir Hsmpton the previous y=sr by = whita Union
offfcer. uhen a Norfolk mob smached the presses, Wilson

moved to Petersburg, where he published the Union Republican,

In 1880 he returnsd to Horfolk es an inspector for tae
Customs Department. In that year he establlished The

American Sentinel, but it ceased its operstions in the

following year.9
Other papers in Virglnia prior to 1900 were: The

3Eugene Gordon, "The Yegro Press," Annsls gg.the
American Academy of Political end Social Sclence, XXXX
(November, 19280), pe. 240,

Fpenn, op. cite, ps 175.



Vireinia Post (1830-1582), edited by Hagnus L. Kobinson;

tne Virginia Critic {1334-1308), edited by Lavidé C. Cartoers

The Peoples! Advocate (1376-1392), edited by Jno. . Cromwell

of Portsmouﬁh;la The Lancit-Racorder (1882-1394), odited by

George F. Dragg, and the Ietional-pilot (1388-1900),

official organ of the Virginis Ctatc 3eptist Comventlon.ll

The most influentiasl Hegro papers establlshed in Virginia
before the turn ol ths cenvury were the Nichmond Virginia

Star and the Richmond Planste Thne Virginla Star had its

inception in 1877 as a HNegro Republican paper and was

edited by He Po Brooltse The piaper ceased publication in

1888 because of financial difficulties.lz

The Hichmond
Flanet was established in 1883 as 2 independant Hegro papere.
It was soon destined to become the leading Negro paper in
the South under the editorship of Jonn ¥itchell Jre Like
13

most Negro papers it also became an organ of protest.

Om14., pp. 152, 245, 154

llcompiled by Workers of the Wrilters! Program of

the Works Projects Administration in the State of Virginila,
Tha Nepro in Virginla (New York: Hastings iouse Publishers,
mo)’ P ‘2—5}-&; )

121v14., pe 295,

13Hichmonﬁ Afro=-American, Docembesr 1, 196,




Two outstanding Xegro nowspepers to appear in
Virginia after the turn of the century were ths Fewport

News Star and the Forfolk Journal and Gulde., The HNewport

Fews Ster was established by iatthew K. Lewis in 19Cl.

Ho remained eaitor of the paper until his death in 1926.
Thomas Kewsome assumed the editorship upon the death of
Lewis and remained so until the paper ceased publication
in 1936. Unfortunately there are only a few coples of the

Star in existence today.lh T™e Xorfolk Journsl and Guide

was astablished in 1900 as the offlicial orgen of & freternal
organization known rs the Knights of Gideon. As a fraternal
organ the paper printed news of projects and other matters
that concerned ths fraternity. Rarely did 1t rrint neows

of = political nature. > In 1910 the paper was purchased
by Plummer Bernard Young and converted into an independent
secular newspaper. Wnen Young took over, the paper was &
four page, six-column weekly with é mnodest circulation

of 500 copies.l6 The new editore-publisher increased ths
mumber of pages ﬁo eight, The purchass of & now hand-fed

Upoater J. 0 Virg 1935
« Cappon, Virginia Newspapers, 1821-19
{Few York: De. Appleton-Century Cowpanys 1930 : TDe 133w

lsstatemant by John Jordon, pevsonel interviaw.

léﬂorfolk Journsl and Guide, Msrch 17, 1545




drum cylinder press along with other equipment produced

a better looking paper. An editorial campaign was also
launched to eradicate saloons in the residential sectlons
of Norfolk and to improve sanitary conditions and the

publ%g school'systam. Within a year the Journal end Guide's

circulation had increased to 2,500 copies.17 Young developed
his paper with the following credo as his gulde; it read
in part:
I shall be a crusaderj I shall crusade for
ell things that sre right and just.e.e.&nd condemn
8ll things that are unjust....I shall be an
advocate of the full practiceo of the principles
implicit in tLife, Liberty, end Justice for all,?
I shell be an advocate for these human and clvil
rights on behalf of those to whom they are devised
and I shall turn the pltiless light of publicity 18
upon 8ll men who would deny these rights to others,
He proclaimed that he would be & herald axd bearer of both
good and bad news, Heralding tidings, good amd bad, in
the faith that peopls were frees only iIf the truths were
known by them. Young continued by seying that he would
"publish those things that were surpressed by others out
of biasness‘ot for other reasons. "I sheall ‘bs a mirror
and a rscord, a mirror of our existence as it is and a

record of our striving to better that lot.es .19

Yngme Story of the Journel and Guide™ {Norfolk:
Journal and Gulde office, 1353), Pe Ly (rimeographed.)

1BJo‘hn‘H. Burma, "An Anslysis of the Fresent KNegro
Press," Social Forces, XXVI (Decembsr, 1917), pPe 173.

191b1d., pe 173.



In 1962 Bernsrd Young Sr. dled aefter a half century
of struggle for full freedom and equality for the Negro
race. He had fought for better schools, housing, full
voting rights, equal job opportunities, and adequate
health facilities. Ee believed that every Americsen should
have the right to enjoy these advantages.ao Upon tie death
of Bsrnard Young, his son, Thomas W. Ybung became publisher

of the Journsl and Guide.ok

With the conclusion of the Civil war and the
settlement of the slave questlon the usefniness of anti-
slavery newspapers endad. The Negro press beceme the
post-war volce of the legro as he trled to galn political
and socisl rights. The Negro press would struggle for those
rights through the donservative, Read juster, and Temocratic
rule in Virginias. This struggle would reach 1%s climax in
1902 with the disfranchisement of the Negro by a state
ccnstitutional Convention.

The Conservative rule in Virginla began on July 6,
1869. The Conservatives foﬁnﬂ it necessary to nominste a

20m, Biographical Sketch of Plummer Bernard Yoﬁng,
Sr." (Norfolk: Journsl and Guide office, 1962), pe 2.
(¥imeographed. )

1 .
B "Hemorandum” (Norfolk: Journal and Cuide office,
1%’4), Pe 1, (ﬁlmaographeda )
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Republican ticket that would defeat the ultrs-rsdical
element and would work for the ratification of the modified
Underwood Constitution and agalnst the segregated clauses
calling for ths test oath and further white disfranchise-
ment. The choice fell upon Gilbert C. wWalker, a native

of New York, who had taken up residenca in Forfolk in

186l The radicals nominated He He Wells who was serving
as "provisionsl?” governor of Virginia. The election
resulted in the cholce of Yalker by a vote of 119,525 to
'10}4,20ie The new General Assembly was dominated by ths
Conservatlivaes conslsting of one~hundred and elghty members
wnich included twentye-seven lNepgro members. The Senate
consisted of thirty Conservatives and thirteen Hepublicans,
while the prOportion.in the Houss was ninety~five Conser-
vatives to forty-two Republicans.za The following year
Virginia re-sntered the Union firmly in the hands of native
white Conservatives. The resumption of Southern homerule
and the "Yankee™ retreat North left the Negroes at the
mercy of the whites. The Fegro newspaper, Virginia Star,

coummented on the Conéervative legislature of 1878:

22W1111&m C. Pendleton, Political History of
Appalachlan Virginia, 1776-1927 (Dayton: The chenandosh
Press, 1927)s pe 29 ‘
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eesthe treasury bankrupt, the credit of the

State grievously impaired, the schocls closed

or running on crutches...forgetting or neglecting
their duty to the people...was wasting time end
money in trying to dafeag the riphts and libertles
of colored citizenS..e «3

The Virginia Star had accurately summed up the Negroes

feelings of the political, economical, and financisl
dillemma that occurred under the Conservative rule.

The stege was set esconomically and politlecsally for
the emergence of new leaders, The Conservative party had
brought on the conditions which nearly destroyed it. The
new group of political leaders was led by ex-Confederate
General Willlam Mahone. The Readjusters, as thils new
leadership wes known, gained a total of fifty-six of the
one-hundred Delegates' seats and twenty-four of the forty
Senate seats in the election of 1878. The primery issue
which had made thils victory possible was that of the state
debt and the question of its full payment or raadjustment.ah
Analyzing the election results a few months later, the
Virginia Star, editorialized:

o 137333“*""“‘1 in the Richmond Virginia Star, December
f - X

v 2hﬁelson,ﬁ. Blake, illiem Mechone of Virginia:
Soldier and Political Insurgent (Richmond: Gsarret end
Easgie’ 19355, Pe 1820 :
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General lMahone uas shreswd enough to see

thet since the war there had groun up gonerations

of citizens who folt no enthusiasm for the old

shibboleths, and he owes his political strength,

in 8 considereble degree,_ %o ths support he

receolved from this clasn,. 5

The Readjuster victory restored the Negro to
political prominence., ¥ith the Conservatives split
into Funders and Readjusters, the Negro at times found
himself holding the balance of power 1n many local areas.
The Readjusters appreciated this fact and ectively sought
Negro support. Some minor politicel offices, especlally
in the Black Relt, were turned over to them, but no
speclial effort was made to elevate the Negro and none
were glven important offices by the Raadjusﬁers.a6 The
Virginia Star expressed Hegro feoling toward the lMshone
Government early in 1883 in writing:

¥ahone hes...madée it safe for a man fo

be e Republican in Virginle if he wants to,

and he has been mainly instrumental in

compelling better sachools for the children,

and a show of justice gor all men regerdless

of color or position.a

Even though Readjuster rule meant a2 greater measurs of

252a1torial in the Richmond Virginle Star, March
27, 1850,

26 ,
Robert Martln, "Hegro Disfrenchisement in Virginia,"
Howggﬁ'ﬂgéversity Studles in the Social tclences, 1 z19§37:
pp' 2. - »

2Tpattorial in the Richmond Virginia Ster, January
20. 1883§
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justice for the Negro, nowhere did it mean Negro rule.
In the State elections of 1883 the forces of

28 As the

Mahone wers opposed by the Democratlc party.
political campeign progressed between the two parties,
the Negro press volced 1ts opinion in favor of Mahone.

The Virginla Star urged the Negro voters of Virginia to

éupport the Réadjuster ticket, 1Its readers were told
that the Democratic party had used evafy opportunity to
oppress the Negro. Continulng it was reported that the
Democratic party had used the whippinge-post, levied
capltetlion taxes and other class leglslation in approaching
disfranchisement of the Negro. The paper asserted that
petit larceny was made an offense by wnlich the smallest
boys if convicted, would be disfranchised forever, while
the whipping=-post was an easy road to bring about the
disfranchisement of the black man. "This hateful system
went on, until today ﬁe have about eight thousand blacks
disfranchised." Géntinuing, it was asked what the

Read juster party had done. The Star asserted that the
whipping<post; a relic of a barbarous age, was nogydiscone

tinued. The old requirement which compelled a man to pay

28It was In this election that Conservatives abandoned
both the terms "Conservatives" and "Funders", snd for the
first time sinee the Civil War called themselves Democrats.
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one dollar to vote had been wiped away by the Readjusters.
This requirement had often been used by Dsamocrats to disfranchise
Fegro voteors. Tho Star also reported Negro progress, under
Read justor rule, in the field of insane asylums and edu;atlon:

«ssthey gave us $100,000 tc build an asylum

fore..s0ur insane, and $56,000 annually for

the supnort of this institution....They

appropriated £100,000 for the building of &

college for the education of our sons and

dasughters, and put the management and control

of this instituté%n entirely in the hands of

coloraed MeNlsae o

With the dafeat of Mahone in 1883, the Democratic
party resolutely set out to make its supremacy safe from
all threats, The Confedersate tradition began to assume
the proportion of a cult, and the pressure of the race
issue rapidly increased. As fsr as the Negro was concerned,
the stage was set for reactionary measures and led to his
final disfranchisement in 1902.3O In regard to the defeat
of the Readjusters in 1883, the Kegro Lancet of Petersburg
lamenteds

The HRead justers are the only men who have
been of any substantlial benefit Lo...{the Hegroes.)

The Republicans could not, &nd the Bourbons would
not, bafriend them,33

Zgﬁichmond Virginia Star, Oetdbeé 20, 1833,

3% anilton Jemes Eckenrode, The Political History
of Vivginias During the Reconstruction (Baltimore: The
Johns Hopking Press, 1932)s Pe 205e

31Ed1torial in the Petersburg Lancset, Bovambér
2y, 1883, ,
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The Richrmond Planst, in 1ts editorisls, did not walver
in its denunciation of the Domoecratic victory in 1833.
¥itchell reported that:

By & system of trickery, through disquali-
fications for patty offenses, snd requiring the
payment of 8 heat tgx as a prereguilsite te voting,
and using every means to pravent 1ts peayment, they
{Democrats) have virtually disfrenchised the Fegro,
and by a system of frauds In ths counting end
certifying of returns they have gusrdied agalnst 32
any accldents resulting from our casting & vote.”™
By the 1890t3 sentiment in favor of oubtright disfrene

chisement of the Negro by logsl means was growing, snd in

1897 the question of a constltutionel convention was reised.

Little publicity had been given to the metter, and when

the people went to the polls to decide on the question,

the result was an overuvhelming defeat for the proposed conventilon.

The vote was 83,435 against and 38,326 for the convention.33
Virginia electicns had become so fraucdulent that

although the Democratic party safely dominated the state,

the perty could never be sure that a Republican Congress

would not refuse to seat Virginia representatives on grounds

of fraud or discarding Hegro votes., The Democrats realized

| 32pditoriel in the Rlchmond Planet, December 2,
1883. (hersafter cited as tae Clanst)es

332e1pn C. HeDanel, The Virglinla Constitutional
Convention of 1901-1902 (Baltimore: the Johns HopKins
Press, 1920), Pe 10e
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that there had occurred twenty contested clections In

34

Virginin between 1874-1900, Thus, & thoroughly conmeundable
moral reason was urged for the holding of a constitutional
convention to rectify the ovil. Hany people, lmcluding

some Republicans, sincerely desired to clean ﬁp Virginle
electlons by tho most dlrect means. It was reasoned that

the legal disfranchisement of the'ﬁegro would mean that

white psople would not have to cheat and defraud them

illegally.BS

Julbido’ pc‘ 1le
351b1d., pe 12e



CHAPTER IX

1901--T0 THL DEPRRESION

Conztitutional Convention 19011902

Tor yoars the people of Virginia had ondured Negro
dominetion in local affeirs in many of the counties of
the "black belt." In state and nstional elections the
Negro vote was manipulated by wrnlits allies and lsaders
and for years this Negrc voting power had threatenad to
dominate the entire States The whitosm realized the need
to curtail the power of»the blacks, however, it was Tecred
that Federal interventlon would result if they resorted
to drestic ection. Two politicel measures teken to
alleviate the situation were the passege by the General
Assembly of the Anderson-McCormick elactlion law and leter
the Walton election law. Both laws helped in insuring
whlte control of the State bub Hegro domination in many
of the countles remained a menace.

By 1900 Virglnlats politicel lsaders had decided
that the lNegro es a political factor rust be eliminated
by more sffective legal mesns. The guestion of & constie

tutionel convention wss submitted to the peopls of Virginie

1Jacob N. Bronaman, A History of Vireinlia Conventions

(Rlchmond: J. L. Hill Printing Company, 1902),; ps G0e
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in May, 1900, and resulted in a victory for the advocates
of a convention., The General Assembly st the behest of
the people called for & convention. By HKay, 1901 delogates
had been selected, and the convention convened the follqwing
month. Even though it was not officially designated as
such, disfranchisement was the maln objactive.a

The convention was opposed by John Mitchell Jr.,
editor of the Richmond Planet. As oarly as kerch 17, 1900

the Planett!s editorials were criticizing the national
government for its lack of intsrest in thauﬂagro and were
preparing its readers for eventusl political losses. In
his paper Mitchell told YNegroes that it was useless "to
look beyond Virginla for eny asslistance. The federal
government, like Pilate, had informed the Southern oligarchy
it could work its will upon us undisturbed."3 The edltor
maintained that "almost all the candidates seeking to be
delegates to the proposed convention were in favor o«
dlafranchising the Fegro and not disfranchising any white

man." Continuing, he wrote that:

2IkicDanel, Ope Clte, Pe 2he
3zditoriel in the Richmond Planet, March 17, 1900.
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essWhen men who desire to be elected to the
Constitutional Convention are forced to stand

on street corners and yell Higger, nigger,
nigger! 1t becomes at once a foroegone conclusion
that gentlemen of learning snd respesctability
will be gadly wanting when the flnal votes ares
tallied,

In the ensuing debate that occurred prior to the

convention the Planet and The Richmoné Times, 8 whlte Conser-

vative newspaper, clashed over its purpose on numercus
occasions., The Times editorislized the voting situation

in Virginia snd offered its solution to the prdbiem. On
jarch 1llj, 1900 the Times revealed that Dre Richard A. Wise
was seated in Congress and Honorable Willlam A. Young was
ousteds Young had been elected as representative f{rom the
second District of Virginis. The paper pointed out that

it was & warning to Democrats that they could expect nothing
better from & Republican majority in Congress as long &8s
Virginia retained her present election laws in force. "How
long shall we people of Virginia stand for this when we

have the remedy in our own hands?" The remedy proposed

was in the quallfication of suffrage 4o a8 to elirinate

the Negro vote and then the only justificstion for fraudulent
elections wcﬁld bs removed. A constitutionel convention

would be the only way in which the Negro vote could be

brpig., Maren 17, 1900.
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eliminated.s The Times had published its feeling concerning
voting rights snd in a later editoriel coerced the Plsnet
to reveal 1ts attitude on voting rights. The Planst
adopted & conservative attituda towerd enfranchisement by
endorsing voting qualiflcetlions based upon the condition
of the voter, but malntainaé that it should rot be based
uéon color. "Hatters may get ruch worse unless something
iz done to prevent the ignorant voter from exercising rights
which none but the true citlzen should exercisa.“6

In othar editorials the Planet charged that the
purpose of the convention wes to curtail "2 small but
wealthy and independent segment of the FNegro populetion.®
&n anslysis of Negro voting was made by the Planet, aend
it concluded that relatively few Negroes actuaslly voted,
The paper cdeclared that both fraud and intimidation hed
taken its toll among Kegro voters, and "for more than
twenty years disfranchisement had been visited upon large
nunbers of colorsd men as & punishment for crims."7 In
8 later editorisl the Planet made the comment that there

was no need for biacks to be upset over ths loss of suffrage

SEditorial in the Richmond Times, Merch 1l, 1900.

Sgaitorisl in the Richmond Planet, April 7, 1900.

T1bide, June 16, 1900




by ascts of the convention siace:

«sethat right had already been flagrantly denled

uS.s.efor nmore than ten yearss in fact, the state

was spending & half million dollars to accomplish

that which had already been accomplished..eeIf

this 1llegal body can do any more disfranchisingeee

or make & dead man deader after he 1s dead, then

the countryawill look with interest upon the

experiment. ‘

A chief objsct of the proponents of the new constie
tution was the inssrting of a disfranchlsement provision
of some kind. The proposed changes perteining to suffrage
wore dasigned}to preserve the privelege to 1llitersate
wnites while at the same time exclude the 1lliterate blacks.
The determination of many of the delegates to curb suffrage
1s rovealed in the sections of the constitutlion which |
provided that "Ho person shall be listed a&s a‘votar unless
heecels ablas to read eny section of thils constitutionee.
and give a2 reasonable explanation of the same." Also the
payment of three years!'! poll tax of $1l.50 & year six months
before the general olection was made a prerequisite to
VOtingt

The suffrage sections of the constitution were in s
great degree successful. When registration books closed
in Richmond on September 30, 1903, it was revealed that

of 8,000 Negroes of voting age only 760 wers qualified to

81vbid., August 10, 1901.

0ode of Virginia (Richmond: Richmond Press Inc.,
1919}, 1, Article II, Section 18=21.
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vote. It was disclosed that Korfolk had only 509 out of

6,000 ilegroes to survive the registration requirements.lo

In 1905, the Lynchburg News conducted a survey to discover

the effect of the constitution on the colored ?ote. It
reported that from 1);7,000 quelified Negro voters, the
number had diminished to 21;000 reglstrants.lt Many

Negroes, who were sble to survive the "understanding" clause,

wore eliminated by the poll tax requirement,

1902=«to0 World War I

When disfranchisement made politics no longer news,
most Negro newspapers ceased publication. Aware of the
‘change 1n the tide, the Planet and Journal and Guide
adopted a race rights policy devold of politics. As a
result of thils program the Planet became the first Negro
paper to circulate nationally. Numerous editorials
denouncing the Supreme Court of the United States and r
pleading the cause of civil rights were published;G{On
FPebruary 17, 1906 the Planet complained that the colored
people in America should not expect anything from the |
Supreme Court of the United States. It asserted that

they would do as well to rest any such cases in the hands

1054 chmond Planet, October 7, 1903.

11
Lynchburg News, July 15, 19085,
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of the suprema courts of the states. "The Justice that
they cannot obtaln there is not to be had asnywhere elss

in this broad country of ours.“12 In a8 later editoriel

tho Planet reitsrated the distinction between political and
civil »ights and social equality:

As a matter of fact the colored people of the

South have no desire for socisl equalityeeecs

We are howaver in favor of civil rights

and equality before the lawe. To that ond,

all persons enjoying puvlic franchises, should

be made to extend to the public irrespective »f

color the seme trestment for the same moneay, and

color and caige should form no part of the
transaction.

The Newport Hews fStar also expressed simllar visus
concerning socisl equality with the whites. The Negroes
were willing to build a separate soclety of thelr own,
without sociel intercourse with the white psople. lowever,
the Hegro did seeck equsl opportunity in business, in the
professlons and politiecs. They also wanted s alscantinuance
of socisl humilistion shich was prevalent in the SO&ﬂhwlu
On Nay 25, 191k, the Journal and Gulde published its
attitude toward the mistrestment received by Negroes. The

editor £old his peaders that 11fe was valueless in the

lzﬁditorial in the Richmond Planet, Fobruavy 17; 1906,

1
BIbid., April 20, 1910.

ipastorial in the Newport News Star, June 2, 191h.
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United States without libsrty and justice. Continuing

he sald the Fepgro must generate s force to cverthrow the
social order that 1s victimizling him. The editcr did not
reveal vhat form of force was nocessuary but indicated that

15

it should bs non-violent,

torld Wer I

World War I accelerated a revolution in the
development and growth of Negro newspapers. The white
press was deficient in providing news of Negro achieve-
ments in combats therefore, the Negro populace looked to
thelr own papers for such reportes. However, the Negro
press was handicapped by poor facilities, lack of funds,
and the nsed for war correspondentse. Their main source
of information was obtained from letters sent home by

acldiers.l6

Editorials concerning mistreatment and segregation

of YNegro soldiers, home and abroad, appearsd in the Planst

17

and Journszl and Guide, The Planet revealed on Hovember 20,

15gditorial in the Norfolk Journsl and Gulde
May 25, 191h. (hereafter cited as Journal and Guice.)
16 ‘
Berma, ODe cltey pPe 1736 :
ITSeveral Negro newspapers were publicshed in Virginia
during world War I, but only copies of the Plenet and Journal
and Guide were avalilable for study. '
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1917 its attitude in regard to the badgering endured by

the Negro soldier:

The colored zoldiers, their fanmilies and
dependents who have to travel on rallroads,
street cars, and buses these days sre cabching
hell., Added to the wartime inconvenlences
experienced by sveryone else, thix erz doubhly
ground down by vicious jim crow.'V

The Planet continued by questioning thoe justice of

tresting Americans in uniform as "So many pigs or cattle

to be driven into sties, as well as irreparable dsmage

to the spirit and morale of the fighting men." The article
concluded with & demand that the full wertime powers of

the government should be exserclsed to eredicate the evil

prectices of racial ﬁiscriminaticn.lg The Journal and

Guide also noted the lnjustlces experienced by the Hegro
soldierss The editor pointed out that Negroes in following
’the American flag from Washington to the gory fields of
France still werse victimized by injustices. The paper‘
maintained that Injustices would mar the generations yeb
unborr "who shsll cherish the memorles of the nobls and
ratriotic deeds of thelr fore-perents.” Young ceslled upon
the govermment to ensct laws thet would wipe ocut injustice

and race prejuﬁica-ao

18ga1tortal in the Richmond Plsnet, November 20, 1917.
lgIbid., Rovember 20, 1917.

20 '
‘ Editorial in the Norfolk Journsl end Gulde,
December 3, 1918,
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The Negro papers published startling news of
lynching and burning of Negross in several Southern
states. One entitled, "Colored ¥an Tortured and Burned,®
appeared in the Planet on Jenuary 15, 1918, The editor
condermned the torturing and burning of Lation Scott, a
colored man at Dyersburg, Tennessee,., IMitchell declsared
that it was one of the most horribles examples of depravity
ever displayed in America., He compared the detalls of the
incident to the Spanish Inquisition and ths French Revolution,
Continuing he sgid that the men guilty of the flendish sct
should have to forfelt thelr rights toc be called "ecivilized
beings" as well as their right to live in Amsrica.21

The Journal and Gulde also noted these atrocities,

and Young devoted many of his editorials in declaring

that the guilty parties should be punished, He pointed
out that in the past three years the Germans had committed
crimes that had startled the world, While the American
Huns in the past thirty-two years had also committed
infamous crimes. Young indicated that the Germans would
be brought to justice, but he asked if the American Huns
would be punished?2Z

218&1tor1&1 in the Richmond Planet, Janusry 15, 1918,

2EEditorial in the Norfolk Journal and Guide,
Harch 21, 1918.
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The editorisl policy of the Planet during the war
was summed up by four war aims in an editorisl on Januery
19, 1918. The Plenet!s first elm dealt wlth Negro employment.
The article revealed that Negro soldiers returning home
from the war deserved every opportunity of employment that
was presently bpanad to whiﬁas of all nationalities.,. It
was reasoned that a race which had readily fought for its
country should slsc be given every opportunity to work
for 1ts country. Another objJective was the hope that the
war orphsns of Alsbama would be glven hetter sducationsl
facilitiea than their fathers had enjoyed. HKitchell
thought how utterly impossible it was for America to reach -
1ts highest possibilities with "one<half slaves and one-half
free; one~half up and ons~half down. One~half educated '
end one<half fgnorant." A third one was to fight for a
chance toc live. At present it was maintained that the
Hegro was more subject to disease end death than the white
man because of his unsanitary surroundings. Hitchell
believed thet the death rats among Negroes was higher
because they were mainly the laborers of the country. And
lastly, the papar felt that the Negrot's patriotism in the
war should sarn ht& ﬁhe ballot ag&in.23

238ditorial in the Richmond Planet, Jsnusry 19, 1918,
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Postwar Press:

The World War I press had sntertained the hope
that victory in Burope would bring more democracy to
America, The temporary prosperity brought by the wer
haed encouraged the Hegro into believing that restoration
of his rights would soon beéome a reality. There was
little sentiment, houwever, among Govermment officlals
or the public in favor of the Negrots receiving s full
measurs of citizenship. A continuous struggle for a
living wage, for an educetion, snd for the right té vote
made the Negroes! postwar expsctation a disillusioning
experience.

To counter this decline in morale the Negro press
set out to ramold the Negro imags. In pursuing this
objective it conveyed to its resders oPportunities that
lay shead and played up the successes of Negross. In ‘
dramatizing Negro successes the Planot headlined its
August 3, 1919, edition with "Colored ken is Foreman Over
White Jury." The article featured the story of Edward Simms,
& well known colored cltizen of Cleveland who was chosen as
foremen of the jury in the trisl of Richerd Brockway
Brockway was the ieader of a wWhite mob that had murdered
one~-hundred Eegross¢2h In another erticle the Plenst

2uﬁichmond Plenet, August 3, 1219,
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pointed with pride that John Kitchell, Jr. was elacted
to membership in the Chamber of Commerce of the United
States. The paper rsvealed that the membership euwbraced
the greatest financial and industrial organizationé and

25

some of the wealthiest people on the American Continente

The Journal and Culde slso published accounts of

Negro successese In one cdliorlal Young noted that it was
the YNegro ﬁhorhaé brought prosperity to the Socuth. He
want on to say that the greatest calamity that could
overtake the Southicrn States would be the withdrawal of
the Afro-American citizen. Ke was the backbone of the
South, working in the lumber woods of Virginia,>in the
turpentine camps 6f Georgle, in the cotbton flelds of
Carolina, along the banks of the MNississippi, snd the
railroad construction all over the South.26 The Negro
presses purpose in pointing out these succasses‘was‘twofoldz
to create heroes and to point out the opportunities for

individuel and race advancement.

2
EIbidog Febmy 23’ 1919.

25ra1tortal In the Norfolk Journsl and Guide,

May 12, 1919,



CHAPTER IIT
' THE GREAT DEPRESSION

In attenmpting to attéin economic security during
the deprassion, the Negro had to cope with many handicaps
as well as 3ith the baslic problem of racial discrimination.
Poorly equipped 835 & resul® of limited education and a
lack of skills, he was more clrcumscribed with regard to
the jobs for which he quallfiede With limited sconomic
opportunities the Negro had little incenbive to betier
himself. Many Nogroes 1ived in rursl areas; and the
6ep§ession of the thirties caught the surplus pepulation
of this group bstween two dilemmas. By the depression
rurel overpopulatlion had become even wore intonse than
before, while st the ssme time ths cltles were umable to
préviée jobs to sgbsorb hordes of rural migrants;l With
this incrsese ol economic insecurity the Negro wanted to
know what was being done to help him in this new crisis,
Therefore, it wes only netural for him to turn to his oun
press for Informatich and guldance.

Prior to the crash of 1929 the Xegro press published

1l
: Richard Sterner, The [ ofs thare (New York:
Harper andéd Brothers Pnblishers. §§E }, Ps 213.



articles extolling the success of Kegroes in all &spects
of iife« The Planet had noted that Richmond Negroes had
8 creditable record in certeln businesses reanching beck
into the last years of slavery. The papsr assorted that
their heblt of thrift and saving had been an influential
factor in stabilizing the city!s Fegro population., It
was also noted wlth pride that thrifty Richmond Negroes
had acquirsd some of the best homes in the city, sas
exemplified by 3ackson Ward, the most famous colored
residentisl sectlion in the city.a

Prior to the depression the press also had not
hesitated to polnt out the status of the Xegro laborer
in Virginia. The Journsl and Gulde declared that it wzs

"nauseating” to contemplate the position of the lesborer,
The editor asserted that many of the handicaps and diffi-
culties, vhich were placed in the Hagroes peth, were not

of his own making but were a consequence of his coleor,

Yet it was conceded that meny of his difficulties were of
his own msking and could have been avoided, if some plan
for the protection of his interest had been wisely conceived

in the beginning of his industrisl carser. Thus, the ¥egro

zEditorial in the Richmond Planet, October 12, 1929,
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aver;aok@é more perianent jobs which were nesrer st hand.

Thousands of Negroes had gone into seassnal occupatlons

through the lure of high wages becsause of the sbsencs of

such a plan. Another factor walch was polntad out by

Young was that Fegroes had to $oil from sarly mornling

until late at night with 1ittle appcrtﬁni%y for recreation»B
As the depresslicn becams more acute the press

incressed its demend for the Hegroes to unite in

overcoming their economic gituatlion. The Journal ond

Cuids declared that llegro buslnesses were passing through
a critical pariod, snd that it was clearly evident that
if the Negroes were to hold their own in the future, they
would kave to take rote of the sevare competition which
encompassed themi. The cditor maintalnsd that Yegro
businesses could not compede because they lacked capltsl
and without sufficient capitel they would =0t be In a
position evor Lo competo. He concaded that the only way
to break the viclous cirels would be through race loyaliye.
The editor proposed e formulated plan of thres stages through
which Kegro businesses would have to pses in order to .

survive. It was recommonded thab:

3Eaitorial tn the Worfolk Journg) and Guidldse,
- January 5, 1929%.
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- esethe segragstion stage in vhich zegregation
breaks the vicious circle; the appreciation

stage in which we trade with Iegroes for no

other reason than that they are legroes; the

economic stage, vhere the lesro casp pive our

money's worth. The last stage can only be
arrived et by the other tm.’k Thia Is the only
hops for business and trade.

The Planet also sditorialized thet the Fegroes
should ald one snother in order to survives In one:article
¥itchell made an appeal directly to Hegro‘hﬁusewiveé°in
Richmond to support the growing srmy of Negro peddlers
and salesmen that waré traversing the neighborhoods. He
pointed out that because of miseducation and lamentable
fgnorance of economie ﬁalues, these Negroes should not
be regérﬂeé'uith contempt, HMitchell sald the present
situation had aause&'many Negroes, who had once basked
in luxury and comfort, to go from door to door seeking
patronage. The editor declared thet the circumstances
which had robbed them of their economic independence and
sociel prestige had not been of thelr own making, tasrefore,
they should not be shunned by members of thelr own race.
The editor reported that these Negroes had gone to their
own race because all other channels were closed %o them.

He concluded that:

hibida, october 18, 1930.

A———



ney are tramping the streets of our city today
bacause they believe in honest toil and the
dignity of labor, we cannot forsske theme We
cannot destroy thelr confldence in use
The Planet in a later article declared that the
econoniie difficulty of ths Negro was deepeseated and no
formule for survival could be devised. The only answer,
the paper asseorted, would be for him to realize that Jobs
were nacessary and necessarily scarce. "A race loyalty
that supported race enterprises should not be wanting.
Efficiency in business and honesty in everything should
“be & religionw“é
In an editorial published in March, 1931 the Planet
relterated its concern for the Negroes in this period.
The article concsrned packing houses in the srea that were
niring white girls to fill positions that had besn formerly
monopolized by Nogroes. It declared that:
«cetiON yvung white girls tdouble guick! to &
- Job that colored glrls looked upon as Hegro
Jobar, times ars getting critical....hconomic

trends point to the conclusion that there will

never again be enough jobs and positions to go
sround in this country. This is one of the
results of an Industrialized sconomic order.(

The Journgl and Guids in Februsry, 1930 publisﬁe&

an evaluation of the Negro economy. The paper presented

ol

éitorizl in the Richmond Plamet, June 12, 1930.

3

}:biﬁcg A.ugust 3’ 19300

1d., March 21, 1931
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& chart of Negro progress that had been obtained by
i}ppértunigy_, a respected magazine. The magazine presented

the Nepro community ss follows:

Opportunlityts Survey of 1929

Povulakion'.‘......n...s.‘a‘..ll,GO0,0GG
Wesltheesssvsescessssssnes ¢..$2.§00,0QO,QGO
Home Gwnars....'..:'.a........?Q0,00G

Farn OunelSesesevessesnassovsscic 000
Value of Farms......;...-....@?00,0001000
Business EnterprisoS.eesssesees70,000
BankSesssesesrecrcscessssscecsl3

Banks Gapitalc.¢'a‘.........;@6,560,000
Annual BusinesSee.

Transacted in Banks.-..:.‘.uoﬁl 000,000,000
T@&ﬁhﬁP8¢t‘btu‘ntwcmac..annoo-uéjogo
ChurchoScessesscsssesnsssceessHl, 000 8
VYalue of ?rnpertyg.;.....c..c$100,000;000

In presenting the statistics Young felt that the
Regro should have made a better showlng, although he did
conceds that they wers interesting but by no means impressive.
In analyzing the filgures he flrst compared the Kegro
weelth of $2,500,000,000 with the total assets‘ of John
De Rockafalier and Henry Forde. He asserted that both men
wore worth mors than the entire FNegro cormunity, and
eontinuing his analysis, he pointed out that even though
Negroes had seventy~thres banks with a total capital of

onrfolk Journal end Guide, February 1, 1930,
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$6,500,000, they dld not equal the combined eapital of
white banks in Norfolk and Richmorde His solution for 4
increasing their holdmgs was for the Negro to patronize
the business community of his own race. Only then he
asserted would the Negro see an increase in his holdings .9
To emphasizes hkis polnt the sdltor stressed that
Negroes in Norfolk spent $120,000.00 a week for food
alone, while the com‘éiné& businress cf all colored grocers
in the city did not smount to more than that in s year,
The question, he raised was "who gets the other $6,120,000.002"
In concluding, the editcr ssid: |
seelet us apply these figures to the 11,000,000
of us in the United States and see what & stupenw-
dous amount of money we spend svery year, and how
little in comparison we convert into homes, farms,
businesses, schools, churches and other properties.iO
In the foregolng analysis the editor tried to instill the
{dea that the Negro was far behind the white man in
property holdingse.
The politlicel position of Hegroes in this period
was just as depressing &s his economie status. Discouraging
facts wore written concerning the Negroes power in Virginia
politics. Hitchell, in the Planet noted that ths conversstion

PEditorial in the Norfolk Journsl and Guide,
February 1, 1930.

100,44, Februery 1, 1930.
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emong Negroes about their political power was simple
chatter. He wont on to say:
When you consider ths small number of

Negroes actuslly eligible to exercise the

right of c¢itizenship in the larger and

more liberal centers of our Stats, it does

not seem & 1llttle ludicrous to bs prating

of the black man's political power in terms

of tens and scores of thousands of voters.

In concluding, he said that they were but the "dusk of

balance” In the scales of Virginia pollitics., The words

of black opportunist had bub little welght or meaning.
11

They ars simple chatier,”

Young asserted in an editorial that only demagogues
resorted to agltation, and there were indications that
thelr days were mumbered., He went on to say that uhen
the threat of evll conssquentes was removed from elections
- there would be no agibtation of the race guestion. His
foolings were that it would require the politlical emancie
pation of the intelligent and independent Hegro voter in
order to remove such bigots from Virginis politics.

The depression had brought considerable dissention
end unrest in the United States. Each section of the

country was marred by violence. Thers occurred rmumerous

llEéitorial in thoe Richmond Planet, January 5, 1929.

12p31tortel in the ¥orfolk Journsl and Guide,
October 19, 1930.




38

face riots in the North., The South had to contend with

mob violence which resulted in numerous lynchings. A
considerable number of edltorials were devoted to these
dastardly crimes in Negro newspapers, KNewsome, edltor of
the Newport News Star, in an editorial on July 12, 1930
pointed out that the lynching record in the South was
mounting so rapldly that it justiflied a sense of alarm.

He maintained that the flgures revealed that if the rete
continued to rise, 1930 would surpass the record of thirty-
three which had been set in 1923. He said that there had
occurred within & ten-week psriod twelve such incldents

in the Seuth.13 Mitchell in the Planet editorialized

that lynchings were most prevalent in those aress where

law enforcement was lax, He sald Negroes were being

denied full protection of the law and the fundemental

rights guaranteed to all American citizens;lh

Virginians were fortunate in that few lynchings

occurred in thelir statee. VWhereas inl 930 there weré

twenty=three lynchings in the South not ons occurred
in Virginias. The low incidence of such atrocities may

be attributed to the Anti«Lynching Law of 1928, In

13Editorial in the Newport News Star, July 12, 1930.
i

Editorial in the Richmond Planet, August 16, 1930,
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this law the General Asscerbly first defined & "mob" as
& collection of peoplo who assembled to comsit an assault
upon & person without the authority of the law. The law
emphatically stated that every lynching would be doemed
as a murder and thet overy person who bacams a part of
such & mob would be congidsred gullty of mnr&er.ls

Governor John Pollard of Virginla, 1930«193l4,
gave his position on lynching in 1930 g3

I think lynching is bsrbarous. wWhile I
em governor of Virginia every power vested In
me Hill be used to prevent any such bleot on
civilization., Ny predscessors in office

an& a vast majority of the good people of

this State teke the sams view, a&nd fortunatgly

lynchings in Virginls have been very rare.t
The Planet revealed that detuzen the years 1882-1930 there
had ccecurrsed In Virginia elghty-sizht lynehings of Yegroes:
whereas, in the ssme period Texas had 349, CGeorgile L7L,
and #ilssissippi 500.1?

Another subject of great lnterest to the Wegro press
was that of educations A conslideradle number of articleé
were published on 2ll phases of educatlion with sn emphesis

upon its successes and fsilures. HMitchell in the Planet

1539&9 of Virginia., {Charlottesville: The Eichie
Company, 1950)s IVs Pe 112e

1631chmmn& Planet, December 21, 1930.

l?Ibid.p Decembsr 21’ 19300
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nota& that curriculun, aquipment, Glseipline, and
administratién at the schools in Richmond were lar from
being up to white standards, He sgsid thsab since the

School Board of Richmond dstermined expenditures for
school purposesz and since the afficiency of the schools

wes being Impaired by a policy of false aconomys the
remody should be sourht from the board, Tha aditor urged
that sll Richmond Hegroes should orgsnize in order to
investigate and to decide on & progran of action to improve
the Negro schools.ls Mitchell, in another article, pointa&
out that feow Southsern cltiss had,a Negro school population
comparable to that of Richmond, He gald that Richmond had
beon wmsually slow in dsveloping good sdhoola for Hogroes.
He pointed out that the modern ¥Wapgro high schosl wes not
built until 1922, The edltor consluded that with one
excsption ihite pvinﬁiyais ware In econtral o all Hepro
schools in the antire eystan.lg In his series of articles
Mitchell attempted to make his readers nore aware of the
inﬁiffaranba of ths Schosl Doard in oroviding Heproes

with equal school feeilities,

13Fditoriai in the Richmond Planet, Januarg 23, 1932.

191b$d., October 19, 1929.
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On,Augusf 9s 1930 the Newport News Star published
an article that was most critical of the Negro éollege_
student and his attltude toward education., Newsome said
the students had meny faults of which the primary one was
that they were not scholers. He mainteined that they did
not have the faintest conception of what real scholarship
meant, and that they were exceedingly lazy us well,
Continuing he stated that the schools had mede compromises
with standards and too often arduous subjects were "watered
down" or turned Iinto & general survey course.ao

The press often discussed the lawlessness that was
prevalent during this particuler period of study. The
Planet focused its attention on the frequency of crimes
end the finanéial burden it pleced cn the publice The
editor maintained that reversion to the whipping post or
simllar relics cf‘bygcne cays would te an effort to lessen'
crime by retaliestlions Nitchell expressed the attitude
that 1t was time to experiment with the preventlon of cfime
by pﬁoviding better educeticnel facilitias.21 Young
said that the American people had allowed local, selfish
and sectional interest to affect thelr respesct and obedience

for thes law of the land, He stated that:

aoEditorial in the Newport News Star, Augustg, 1930,
21

Editorial in the Richmond Planet, May 19, 1930.



The slave holders dilsrogarded the
rostricitlous imposed upon the importstioa
of slaves, the sbolitionists ignored the
raquirements for ths returning of fugltive
slaves, the South defilantly overrides the
provision for political racial equasllty, the
nation as & whole winks at the violation of
the curdtallnmont clause of the Fourteenth
Amendment, sundry stetes 4n the KHorth and
West openly defly the amendment for the
enforcement of prohiblitlion,

The editor consiﬁareﬂ the Unites States the most lawless
nation within the fanily of civilized netions becsuse of
its lack Qf‘respact for its fundamental Iaws.az

Religlon was another factor iIn the depression upon
which the HNegro press plaeced its emphaclss Newsome told
- his resders that the Christian church would have to
encounter ﬁhe color question. He qnestionad the poaitian
of the chﬁrchss as,ﬁaing bil-racial or co-praclial institutions.
He sald the churches have'bean equivocating the issue for
a long time. He ceneldded by'éaying that the question
could no longer be eva&ed.23 Young in the Journal end

Guide expressed the view that Negross should feel a sense
of positive duty as well as e nagative complaint concerning
the reciel questlon. He exclaimed that the "spiritual
treasury of Christlanity" was not in the exclusive keeping

22Editcrial in the harfclk Journal ang ?uida.
September 23, 1930.

2
BEdiﬁarial in the Newport Veuws Stesr, August 3, 1920,
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of the white race, and ne challenged Negroes to redouble
their zeal whevever the white race lapsed. The editor
felt that the Hegro had the strategic opportunity and he
wrotes |
The hunble, the meek end the lowly always
possess the moral and spiritual advantage over

the hlgh and hsughtye. The Hegro should take &p
the cross where the white msn leaves it off.<

2hpastoriel in the Norfolk Journal and Guide,
October 11, 1929, ’




CHAPTER IV
WORLD WAR IT

During World Wsr iI, Negro editorinls hecsme &n
outlet for Fegro ressntment, humlilistinon, and dlscontent.
The editors zffirmed suovport of the countryts war aims dbut
cdemanded an integration of the militery eand industrial
machinery which had been crested to win the war, KNatlonal
political issues, particularly those concerning Negroes,
occupied the most spece in the columns of the Norfolk

Journal and Guide, Richmond Afro-Ameriaan,l and the Roanoke

Tribune.a There were also editorials concerning discrimination,
race riots, foreipn affairs, and locel topies such as housing,
Jobs, end migratien.B

The wer yesars were also marked by riots throughout the
nited Statese. &ome of the mnst‘tragic oubtbreaxs occurred

1n Petroit, Besumont, Newark, and ﬁobile.k' Yumerous editorials

lThe Bichmond Planet was bought by the Afro-American
Company of Badtlmore in 1939. The Planei's name was changed
to the Richmond Afro~fimerican and Rlchmond Planst.

zThe Roanoke Trlbune was established on ¥ebruary 19
1943 by F. B. Alexander end was published as a wsakly.y iy

BEditorials of the Forfolk Journel asnd Guide,
Richmond Lfro~imerican, asnd Roanoke 1riburs, LIk i=iobl,

h?idhmond Afro-Arerican, July 3, 19.:3.




L5

 were written in denunciation of them, but the most striking
one appeared in the Rosnoke Tribume on August 10, 1943
Under the title, "0Only Government Can End Riots," F. Ee.
Alexander, the editor, pointed out that ths Federsl
government did not depend upon voluntary public efforts
to ralse taxes, to f1l11 draft quotas, or to settle strlkes.
Therefore, he asserted thet the government should not leave
the fisld of interracial relations dependent upon publiec
cooperation. He proposed that the Federal government,
in order to win the war quickly, should make racial intole
erance a violation of Federal law. He said that segregation
should be mede illegal in public places, snd thaet every
citizen should have the right to vote without being taxed
or intimidated. Alexander Turther msintained that 1t should
be unlawful for any person to refuse employment to any
citizen because of his color and that
We shall see these things appear in the ware

But they will come, first not because we wish for

them but because we work for them; and, second,

because we shall, before peacs comes, be so desper-

ately in reed of svery patriotic Americants help,

that we shall gladly glive colored psople freedom

from oppression and equality of citizenship.5

In a later editorial the Afro-American prasented

their "Three Steps to Unlty." The editor stated that he

Sgaitoriel in the Roanoke Tribune, August 10, 1943.
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wangad the gpfernmanﬁ to end "segregation in the Armed
Forces, discrimination in War Pactories, and separation

of blood p%gama in Red Cross banks." He admitted that
racisl problems were complex and could not be solved
overnight, but he did assert that the proposals were the
first steps that the government could take. In continuing,
he maintained that the United States would lose the war |
without united action of the people, and he asked the
question, "why risk losses, why prolong the wer by failing

to open every avenus of the war effort to every uitizen?"6

Socliety Pape:

The Negro press also included a socclety page which
uas patterned after the white papers. The soclety page
gave the Negro & chance to read about himself in pleasant
situations just like other Americens. Thils page gave the
me jority of upper snd middle class families a chance to
see one of their family or friends displayed by name or
pleture as a member of some club, church, committee or
class, or éttanding some Social functioﬁ. The society
page also provided information on organizetional activities
in the Negro community that was not svaileble in the white
press., The following were typicsl features Shat appeared

) 6Editorial‘in the Richmond Afro-Amsrican, October 7,
1943, '
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in 1943~194li. The first article was entitled, "Delta
Alpha's New Year's Meeting." The srticla reported that
the soclety’s first meeting of the year was held in the
home of ﬁisa\angeliné ﬁolléway. Continuing the article
dlsclosed that the attendance for the past year had been
extremely poor. The paper in discussing the treasury
reported that only an additional $3.15 had been obtalned
from the sals of vdtes. The article related that Y¥rs.
ﬁéria Steptos, the teacher, urged that all members shouid
havs ready full reports for the next maeting. In conecluding,
1t was snnounced that the nsxt meetling was scheduléed to

be held at the home of Misses Lillian Hill and Blanche

7

Holt.  Other examples of articles in the soclety page were:

Mrs, Marie Gayson of Atlantic City, New Jersey,
wtho has been visiting Mrs. H. Co Snith of Chestnut
Street, was honored a2t & surprise party on hepr
natal day given by lirs. Smith, atauhich time she
was the reciplent of many tokens.

Hillie Thomas was surprised with a birthday
party at his home, L E. gill Street. The guests
showered him with gifts. ;

Robert J. Taylor of 200 Petersburg Pike was
given a surprise birthday party by his wife,
Mrs. Thelma LIOTeylar. He was presented many
lovely gifts.

Thorfolk Journal snd Gulde, January 12, 19h3.

aﬁoaheka Tribune, Septerber 23, 19L%,
91bid., July 3, 194k.
lohiehmsnﬁ Afro-~American, June 7, 1943.
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Sensationelisms

The most outstanding feature, which was often
crlticized and which was easily recognized in the Negro

press, wes its sensationel nature. The Afro-American &nd

the Trilbune had 8 tendency to rely on sensationalism, while

the Journal aid Gulds was more conservative in eppearance

and'cantent. . Thils type of Journalism can be sscertalnsd
from the headlinses of I'ront pages of Hegro paperss Some
 were as follows: "Colorsed Men Shoots Wife-Kills Officers.e
Others Wounded.--H1s Alm Dasdly-~Defies Arrest andé Dies
Pighting,” "Chris Jackson Kills His Wife," "Gun Blast
Halts Cholir Practice...Wife Killed," "Eidding Brings
‘Death in Poolroom, Pal Held," and "Father, 71, Held in
Sonts Shot-Gun Dewl:ha..”}'l
The Fegro press devoted considersble space to neus
concerning crines. Typleal crime stories were the Hegro
against Hegro and whites against Hoegroes. The following
atory, which appeared In the Tribune of Jamuary 1L, 19il,
exemplified the first type of story. The article wus
entitled, "Held in Fatel Stabbing of ‘Lover'," The paper
reported that HMiss lary Dickerson, 2, bf 28 Pine Street

1lz4stor1sl headlines of the Norfolk Journal:and
Gulde, Richmond Afro-Amerleen, and Roanoke Tribune, 195 3-194kL.
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waz belng held for the September term of Hustings grand
jury, She had admitted fetslly stabbing her "lover,"

John Davis, witkh ¢ spike nnil.la The second Lype of

crime stories reperted by the Negro press wes exemplified
by an article in the Afro-imericzu. The paper reported
thet a group of white rowdles hed Lsatsn &nd later shot
Ellsworth F. Johnson, 16, while trying to flee them. The
boy, who lived with his parents at zzcé’ﬁawbarna Street,

was shot as he emerged from arn &lley nesr Twenty~Third and
Jefferson Street. e end two friends had come from a

movie and were walting for a8 bus, when five while nen
attacked them. The {ive mon hied been chasling & msn and &
woman, and one remarked, “your buddles got asway but we

are going to get you." They knocked Jonason down and
pummeled him until he fled through an alley. Johnson was
commended to stop, and whan he falled to do so, he was

shot in the back.13 Tho story seemed shoeking and irhumane,
but the ﬁagro~preas was somobtimes gullty of selecting phases,
sentences, or facts from its context and bullding a story

14

of injustice or projudlcs from 1t.

12p0anoke Tribune, January 1, 194k,
pschmond afro-imericen, July 31, 1943.
11;083{.; _0_}_3.0 citty Pe 11.7.
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Comica:
An Important fesature of ths white dallles which

was not emphasized in the Negro press was the comies,
Two Important factors prevented the use of comic strips.
The primary reason was that since the papers were weekly's,

1t made 1t dlfficult to retain the conbtinuity of stories.
The financlal cost of such £ page was aiso pronibitive for
Negro papers in Virginia. The comics, which were used,
were in the form of cartoons, with Hepgroes as thelr central
charscters, and werse crsated by Fegro illustrators. These
cartoons may be classifled In three major types: humorous,
propaganda, and mixed. The primary purpose of the flrst type
was to entertain, and thus it avciﬁe§ touchy or controversisl
subjects, The second one was purpossly composed {or pro-
paganda purpsses. The charascters wers usually black versus
white. The cartoon always revsaled the Hegro excelling
over the whilte charactsr, Thus, the cartoonist gave his
readers a sense of satisflaction. Tha third typs was a
cembiuatioﬁ of the other two. The press often expressed
its humor and raclal disconitent by using the third type of

cartoon. The Negro cartoons weres never guilty of discriminating

15?. G« Datweiler, "The Hegro Prass Today,*
American Journal of Sociology, XLIV (November, 1948), p. 391.
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againat the Negro race. However, jesting an individusl
ov'particular class waz accenteble. Tyoical of the cartoons
that were conclidered numorous were as followse Tha caption
portrayed two girls being followed by two sallors who wore
walving thelr arms vigorously., The heading had one girl
saying to the other, "I told you if woe kissed thenm they'd»

ulb Another carbtoon nad a

be acting as 1f they knaw us.
wopian standing behind an information booth with e sallor
leaning against the countsr saying, "Why, baby, Itm just
a lamb in wolf's clothing.”l7

Propaganda cartoons were morsa ssrious as indicabed
by ths following: A Eegro.saldier was shown wounded and
lying in a hospital ward, walle a doctor.led 8 white
soldler into the sams ward, Upon seelng the Nsgro, the
white soldier sald, "Me in the sane ward with e darkéyt
That boils nmeh Georgla blocd!“lg & Christmas cartoon
showad two stockings hanging ovar & fire olaca with "@u}l
Citizenship Righte™ written on one sud "Safe Rsturn of Our
Boya® on the other. The caption resd, "Pull Citizenship
Rights and Safe Return of Our Boys. Do you know any nore

a person cowld ask for Christmas.”lg

1631¢hm0nd Afro-American, July 9, 1943,

17&oanake Tribune, September 22, 19i3.
18

Richmond Afro-American, January 7, 19il.

1 .
9Horf01k Journal and Cuide, December 21, 194k,




An example of the typlcal mixed csrtoons was -  &s
follows: The pletura showed five white policemen escorting
8 Fegro to police hesdguarters. The five policemen had
besn beaten by the lone Xegro. The caption reesd, "Ve
picked him up &3 & mugrer suspoct--=low we want the charge
changed to resisting arraest, battery and mssault and attempted
murder.“zo
Soorts:

The sporﬁs page made up an Important part of - the
Nagro press. This section served as & conveyor of sports
sctivities and a propaganda devieo in bullding up ¥Yegro
pride in their own atheletes. A4ll local and nationel
sports wore reported, if it concerned & Negro sthelete,
Tepgro community, »r Hegro team. The press thrived on
pictures depicting Nezroos dsfeating whistes in sporting
activities, and 1% wes slways lundicated iu the caption that
the defeated John Vog was white. A typical example of this
occurred in the ¥ay 2, 1943 edition of ths Tribuns. The
article eoﬁcernsd Harrison Dillard of Balwlin VWellzee
Collegse who had won the filnals in the 120-ysrd high

hurdles &t the Psenn Relasys, The Tridbuns reported that in

2014 4,, Harch 29, 19kl
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winning and svent, "Dillargd a native of Cleveland, showed
hls heels to Thomas Todd, white, of Hewport News, Virginia,
vremisr Virzinia hurdler." Coutlnuing the article related

that thrae of the four finalist were colared.21 Tha sports?

editor of the Journal and Guide related in an srilzle thst
he had witnessed one of the nost amaziﬁ; znectaclez of

his journalistic career. A colored bey, not yet cssventeon
with only five voars of football bshind him, had led &
major salte college to victory over a traditional gridiron

fae.az The Afvo-American, on September 2, 194k, inreporting

the success of ons of the Nogro baseball teams, wurote:

The Homsatsad Grays defsated the Birmingham
Black Barons, -2, here Sunday bafore 8,000
people to capture the 194l basasball world ssriss
and assume the rols of co%ared champions for the
second Jyoar in succession.<3

Peature Storieca:

Peature stnries wers always an inberesting
elament of the Xegro press. Thess stories feabturad Raegro

soldlers who had achiloved recognitlon by & courageous

it}

dasd In the war. The readsr coculd =22int wisth 1ie bo

"
I:}

the accomplishments of these Negro soldiers. The Pollowing

zlﬁaanoke Tribure, Hay 2, 1943,

Zzﬁarfolk Journal and Guide, September 1l, 134,

23R1chmcnd Afro-imerican, Septsmber 2, 19Ll4.
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articles revealed the couraspge displayed by the Negro soldiers.»
One article concerned a strether bearery, Pfc¢, Robert.
Ramsey, who drew & captain's reprimand for jumping into

a desp gulge to rescue a white rifleman of the First Merine
Division. The captain, nevertheless, rewerded Ramsey by
relnting out & sniperts tree and haudihg him a fommy gune
Ramsey, trained llke other Marines in the use of wsapons,
fired accurately.ah Another story reported on five Negro
stewards, who had mannsed & gun battery, because they wanted
"to fight end not just walt on tables.” They were killed
when s Japanese plane which they had hit crashed on the
deck of their ship. Two other stewards and two white
sallors who were also injured died soon after the incident.
"Even though the enémy vlane was plunging stralght at them,
the men stuck to their guns, firing all the time."25
Advertisements:

An interesting aspect of the Fegro press was the
amount and cheracter of advertisemonts. Kegro businesses
were not profitable enough to afford expenditures for
sdvertising. The white busiresses feared the repercussions

that would occur if they associated with the fegro preosse

euRidhmond Afro-fimerican, November 18, 19il,
25Horfolk Journsl end Culde, February 2, 1943.
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?heApapers being uweekly?ts also mede it unprofiteble for
édvertising. However, there wers several firms that had
nationally adveriised products which reached the. press,
'1Among some of these were Morton Salt, Pepsi-Cola, Vaseline,
Phillip Morrls, and Pillsburye. The press was reduced
easentially to an advertiser of hair aﬁd skin lotions,
patent medicines, halr straichteners, vitality restorers,
and generslly questionabls personal nostruns.

The Afro-fmerican mdvertised s rew lisgruetlc Brush

which snyone could receive fres of coste It went on to
indicate that the great Invention when used in connection

with the campanies hair tonic Lustrone, positivsly stralghtened
’knotty, kinky, curley hair.26 There were elso advertised
verious face bleaches. It asserted thet the resder would
 receive & "Peach-Like" complexion if he used the product

as directed. These complexion products wers gusranteed to
turn the skin several shades lightar.aT An advertlsement

in the Journsl and Guide stated:

Win Your Yan With 'New Key' Magic Perfume
WaXs.+eTo win love _end hold her men many
beautiful belles rub their skin with a secret
pungent wax. They say: No man can resist its

ZBRichmond Afro-American, August 5, 1943.

a?ﬁdvertisements of the Forfolk Journal and Guide,
Richmond Afro-imerican, and Roancke Tribune, 19453~1G0ie
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mysterious maglc. Just rub a tiny touch

near your ears, lips, nose, neck and ggr.

Then watch tho magnetic effsct on him.
With the exception of a fsw natlonal advsrtisements, Kegro
presses had to rely upon the patronage of local business
astablishments in the Negro neighborhoodse Unfortunately,
these establishments were not sufficiently numerous nor
aexvberant to be rich sources of income for Negro newspapers.

Her Correspondents:

During World War II the Negroc presses had thelr
own news egencleg and war-correspondentu. ﬁowavef, the
only newspaper in Virginis with personal war corrasgondants

overseas wasg the Journal and fulde., The Journsl gnd Guide

had four overcea's corrsspondents who were lLem Graves. Jlas
Thomas W. Young, Bernard Young, Jr., and John Jordon.
Each of these men was attached to & unit or location that
w88 predominantly Negro in mskeups The following reveals

the Journal end Guides! reasons for sending correspondents

overseassy

Host Important job of the Negro Press in
World Yar II is thet of getting and publishing
news about the thousands of Hegro servicemen
scettered throughout the far-fiung theatres of
operstions,

23§crfolk Journal and Guide, June 35 1943
29rp1d., Harch 12, 1945.
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It is evident that the Journsl =nd Guide resognized

and accopted the responsibility of serding correspondents
overseass Tnese men rendered an lnvalueble service to
thelr country, newspaper, and fellow Negroes home and

abroad;



CHAPTER V
THE NEGRO PRESEZ TODAY

The Negro newspaper is one of the greatest agencles
for the dovelopment of Nepgro culture. ‘Thara 15 an sagerness
emong all classes to know what is occurring in the world,
The recent corisis of race relations, caused by the civil
rights movement, has influenced the Negro press in Virginis
to increase its scops of nous coverago.

The edlitorisl is a most importent feature in the
character of any newspaper. There sre soveral principles,
whereby the editorial policy of s newspaper might be
determined, Editorisls of the weekly news chronicles
should stimulate thought in the minds of 1ts readers.

These articles should arouse in the minds of the readérs
questions, which the editor should be able %o answer. Also,
for & sound edltoriasl policy thers rust be & clearness

of style, norasl purpose, sound reasoning, and tﬁﬁ power

to influence public opinion in the proper channel.l

Today there eiist. only three Hegro newspaparé in
Virginia. The three newspspers stlll in operation are

the FKorfolk Journal and Cuide, Richmond Afro-fmerican

lsteﬁart Robertson, Introduction to Modern Journalism
{New York: Prentice-Hall Inc,, 4930), Pe 10s
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and the Roanoke Tribume, In analyzing the editorials of
thésa pressnt day publications, thelr policies, depending
upon the individusl paper, range from militancy to modere
ation. The Richmond Afrc-émarican may be classified as
militant in racial quostions.> Editor Ruth Jenkins
wrote on May 18, 1963 that the Kegro had achieved few

goals and had herdly scratched the surfaces She maintained
that he should not wailt for someone else to do the job, dbut
she asserted that |
If we want freedom in Amerlca we are

going to have to meke it ourselves no

matter what the cost may involve., There

mast be a full scale assault of the tstatus

crowtl
She urged mass action with a totsl mobllizstlion of the
Individual. %We'll plt ourselves our total porsonallity
agaelinst this evil system.”B

It can be said that the‘ﬁcrfolk Journal and Guide

has followed a policy of restraint. Whether from cholce

or through necessity, it has attempted to avold the

stigma of radiealiam.u However, it should be pointed

2ne year 1963 has beon chosen for analyzing
gditorials of the Negro press.

BEditorial in the Richmond Afra—ﬁmerican,_%ay

18, 1963.

h“ﬁaeﬁ the Peopls Who lMake the News." (Norfolk:
Journal and Guide office, 1963}, pe S«
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outthat the paper has never been reluctant in exposing
inequality. Its firm end uncompromising but reasonsble
ac‘éitorialé have galned for the paper the respect of both
whites and Keg'oes in that cormunity. The paper still
follows the philoscphy set forth by the late PF. B. Young,
Sre who asserted: |

I am definitely opposed to the frontal

attack., I belleve in negotiation, arbitration,

conciliation, and persuasion, If that doss not

wark, then I resort to tho courts.

In an editorial on March 1, 1953, the papor
declared that coclored people wanted squal rights
immedistely. The editor maintained that those who
wore obstructing the Negro's efforts for full citizene
ship status were inmpeding the natlon's progress and
~ world standing. "There is nothing %o be foared in todayts
revolution in race relations. Change 15 inevitablo,”

The editor in an analogy polnted out thsat in order to
stay ahead' in business, manufacturers spend millions
of dollars on resaargh and development to put nsw products

on the market in order to keep up the modern demands. He

said that modern times demanded an end to two class

5”Three in a Row] Tims, I (March, 1949), pe 5C.
Plummer Bernard Young, Sre Gied on October 9, 1962, Thomas
Young became the new publishere
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citizenship in the United States. In concluding his
argument, he declared thet deleying tactics would only
widen = the gulp between the two races and harmed the country.6

The daily Norfolk Ledper-Disnatch pralsed the

Journal and CGuide as the "best edited Femro Newspeper

in ﬁmerica.“T Such pralze from & local white papar is
indicative of the harmony thai exlsts betwsen the two

paperse The respect pgained by the Journal and Guide alsc

reflects axa accoptance of the role that it has assumed
in Norfolke

~ Editerials of the Roanoke Tribune are indicatlve
of:ﬁhe papers? moderate stand as represented by the
endorsement by F. E. Alexander of gradualism in the civil
'rights movement. The editor’s feelings were clearly
exomplified in an adi%ariél on Novenber 12,'1?63. In‘
writing on the civil rights movement, he maintalned that
the Wegro must procesd gradually with his sfforts for
equality. Conbtinuing, he =ald thet the tradition of
generations could not be upset overnight, snd thabt it waes
the spirit of man th&t would hhamge things for the bettere

mont of the Negro and not the use of "soldiers and bayonets.”

6Editorial in the Horfelk Journal and Gulde,
March 1l, 1963.

7“%9@% the People Who Make the Kews," Ope Cites pe 6.
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Ha further stated thaib:
| I hope very much theat blacks and whiltes

can live together. Thatts the kind of Americe

I belleve in, I dontt believe in 2 balianlzed

America, It1ll do every thing to bring about

unily.

Continuing he Indicated thet 1f was not just a matter of
encouragemont, but the Nagro has to Le very cautlous
that he does not provoke an ugly raaction,

The gradualism which was advocated by Alexander and
his racognition that traditionsl customs of the South could
not be sbollshed overnight d1d not appeal to those who
were impatlent for a revolubtionary social change. He
had, howevery shown his understandling of the South's
dllemma as well as demonstrating his integrity by rafusing
to head extremisis for the sake of political expadi@ncy.g
Advertising ‘ |

The bilggest economic problem wilch FNegro nouspapers
have faced is that of saettlang 2 sales price whilch would

not discourage patronapge. Journallstic economics demands

Széitarial in the Roanoke Tribune, Noveubar 12, 19563.
9In 1956, Alexander was publicly sensursd by six
Negro ministers end four Negro eivic and politicel lesders

for advocating a "go-slow" approach to inktsgration., He
filed suit for l1libel, and an ocuteofscourt settlement was

revorteds sStatement by Thomas Young, personsl interview,.
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thet at least sixty per cent of the revenue has to come
from advertising. However, 1t is hero that the YNegro -
newspapers have had their difficulties. The papers often
have had to lower their sﬁandarﬁs or face hanlrupicy.
This explains the undesirable advertising copy whlch
appears in such papers.la Thomas Young pointed out that
too often white businecsses ferred buelvg ldentiflisd with
the Yogro, but that with intepration and uith the rosli-
zation of the buylng power of Noproes thera has besn a
gradusl trend towsrd increased sdvertisement in the
Rogro press.ll
Circulation

v¥hile cireculation means differsent things to different

oditors, there exists & definito ralationshlp botuween
circulation, advsrtlsament; and the regular nows that
appears in newspapers from dey %o day. If the manapgement
of any papsr is to bulld a croditable and profitable
circulation, ary  editor must give consideration to the

kind and syrrangement of 1lts varlous parts.la~ Advertlisers

10 | . .
Ge Le Ce Tavlor, "The Hodern Baws Pross,”

Southern Vorkmsan, vol. 61 (August, 1932}, p. 3L6.

118tatemant by Thomss Young, perscnal iﬂter?iaw,

Steﬁart Robertson, Introduction to lodern Journalism
{New York: Prantice-~Hall IRC.s 1930Js De 10e
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pay in proporticn to the numbers reached by the paper.
Eeﬁce, circulation must be meintalined and expanded in:
ordesr to abtract thes sdvertising winich is nccessery to pay
for the paper, |

It 1z the duty of the circulation manager to see
that freshly printed rewspepers are addrosssed, wrapped,
end rushed for mailing, ard thet prompt delliverlsez ere
made to ths newshoyseeylilich ls quite imperative. It
18 slso his work to direct the »rocuring of subseriptions
by means of sollicitors, advertising, and other Jevices
that will increase the newspeperta clientele.lS

The Virginizs papers ere limited pertially because
of economlc reasons, The overhesd cost of editing a
newspaper is much higner than thet of an average retail
business. Heavy charges for news service, & naintenance
steff of locel reporters, correspondents at points of
pronounced activitlies, en adequate office force, £nd the
expensive machinery recded to produce the printed sheet
ars morely some of the economic factors Involved in such
& business, reg&rﬁi&ss of its size.

The physical plants and staffs of Virginlats Negro

newspapers vary considerably in thelr slize end makeup,

1 . .
3?0 Berpard Young, Sre., "The “xtent and Quaslity
of the Negro Press," Southern Workman, wol, 62 (August,

1933)s pe 323,
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?he,ﬁichmon& Afreo=-Anerican, edited by Raymond He Boone,

occuples the first floor of & two-story building which is
loceted on Clay Sireetb in‘&ichmoné.lLL Ths Richmond office
maintains a stalf of seven, consisting of the editor-in-chief,
circulating editor, typist, snd four reporters for the
Rlchmond vieinityglg The ggggpﬁmericénA collects all local
news, writes storlss and editorials, seis up edvertlsements,
and sernds the accumulated materisl to 1tz heedquerters in
Baltimore, Harylsnde In Baltimore, the mabterisl is asssie
milated with the natlonsl news. Once publlished, it is
returned to Richmond for distribution.

The Norfolk Journal and fuide, published by Thorms

- Young, has a lergs physicel plant, loeasted in & semi-modern
two story building on Olney Roads Its mechinery consists

of one ludlow press, ihlch makes the large type or headlines,
’a sterotype plate for casting mats, thirty-two Webdb presses
for printing the psges; four mechanicel saws egqulpped

with line gsuges, ard five linotype machines. Other

’, ' n
14Ragmcnd He Boone waslappci§§§§ sditor of the
Richmond Afro-imericsn on July 3, « He replaced
Fiss Rutn Jenkinss wno had served in that capacity for
five yeoers. She was assipnod to & speclisl position in
the Washington offlice of the Afro-imericen Companye
15,
i

The staff does pot include nsusboys,.
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machlnery includes maeke-up stone, an engraving outflt,

a mimeopgraph machine, an adding machine, and typewriters.

Today the company employs fifty-five persons working in |

sundry positions. There are fifteen workers in the

mechanical department and forty in the clerical departmant.16
The Roanoke Tribune, odited by ?. B« Alexander, 1s

located in the basement of the Negro arena in Rosanoke,

The Tribune prints its oun peper, and is issued once

a week for the Roanoke vicinity. The opersitlon is small

in comparison with that of the Journsal and Guides Its

clerical department consists of only four persons, while
thara‘are only two persons in the wmechsanical department.
There Is little news content in the Tribune, only reprints
and an occasional editorisel,

In éetarmining the type of news which readers of the

Journsl and Guide enjoyed most, a questionnailre was praparéd
17

and sent to a selected number of persons. The questionnaire

included twenty different classifications, and readers were

;ﬁstatemant ﬁy Thomes Young, personal interview,.
1?The Korfolk Journal and Guide was selected for
this particular phase of study because 1t is the best
representative of the legro press in Virginie.
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asked: what do you likes most in the Forfolk Journsl sand
ggggg,la The selected porsons were to place three chocks
to indieste items of thelilr first cholce, two checks for a
second chsieé, and one check by those remaining items in
ths order of their interest. It was decided that the
occupational clasgsification of the peﬁscns would be a
basis for selection., Following this procedure, the soventye
five persons chosen were in the following categories:
Eeautieiansua; business men-10, dentists and physiclans~10,
6amastic workers and homemekerg=10, ministers«7, social
4wurkérs-5;'high school students~10, and teachers-nglg
Reading Interest of Porsons Included in the Study

Pirst Choicoe Local news was the preference of

the majority of Journal and Guide readers. Forty-eight

persons listed 1t as their flrst cholce. Twenty»aevén
persons gave educatlonal news as their Tirst choice.
Other first choices were: Radio, television, and
theatrlcal programs«223 editorials«2l; industrlal and
political news-2l; snd sports-20s -

iaThe questionnaire may be found on page 77 in
the Appendix. }
lgﬁefer'ts Teble I on page 79 in the Appendix
for occupational classification.
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Second Cholce. The second choleces wers almost
aqﬁally divided as yreferenées of the seventy-five
persons included in the study. The leading second
cholces were: Radlio, television, and theatrical proe-
grams«-233 socloty ltems«22; sports-203 International
news-17: and Church anﬁ‘religiéus nawévl?.

Third Cholee. Listed as third cholces were radio,

tolevision and theatrical programs«283 crime newse2l;
puzzles«2li; funeral notices-23; personal ltems~18;
business news~17; industrial and political news«-163 and
com&cs-l&,za

The study revealed that thirtyefive or 73.3 per

cent were regular subscribers of the Journsl snd Guids,.

The remeining twenty or 26.6 per cent stated that they
read the Journal and Guide regularly, but were not |
subseribers. Thesse persons slther read the peper in the
various schools or public libraries or had‘acceés to'their
nelghbor's paper. Hence, 51l persons included in this

study were regulsr readers of the papsr.

20Refer to Table II on péage 80 in the Appenaix
for reading interest.
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It was obvious that other newspapers and psriodiesls,
which were read by the selected group, had soms bearing on

the types of news snjoyed most in the Journel and fulds,

Consoguently, those persons were asitad to list other
papers and periodicals which they read regulerly, Sixtye
six of the seventy-Iive porsons read the Horfolk Vircinian
Pllots 3L the Pittsburgh Courler; and 31 the Norfolk
Ledger Dispatch. Other newspapers whick were Indicated

were: Afro-imerieca=6; Chicago Defender-l; Roanoke

Tribune«-3: Xow York Horald Tribunse, New York Times, and

Atlanta Daily World«2 each; snd the Celifornia Eagle and
N

the Christian Honitor-l sach. The perlodicals listed were:
Lifs, Time and the Header's Di est.zl

Hobbles |
It was thought that hobbies would have some bearing
on the type of news which the group enjoyed reading. One=
fourth of ths salacted persons listed resding 8z a hobbv.
Telovision was next in importance wlth 13.3 per cent of
the total, Sports and card playing were next with 9.3

and 8.0 per cent, respectively. Five persons gave singing

gs thelr hobby, snd three stated thet they spent theilr

21Refar‘tn Table IIT on page 61 in the Appendix
for papers and periocdicals read by persons included in

the studye.
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leilsure time working in thelir flower gardens. Among the
other hobbles listed were: Trishing-3; movies-3; sewing-2;
and hunting=2, Zight didé not give thelr hnbbies.az

As a mwans in determining the Influence of the

Journal and Guide, the Afro-fmerican, end Roenoke Tribunc

iz the fleld of journalism, & lotter yas sent to oditors
of local whibe pspers in the respactive cltiss where
tre aforesald papers have their heedquartsrs. The following
is a copy of the lebior which was sent Dy the writer %o
the editors:
6001 Crove Avenus
Richmond, Virginia
June 1, 1965
Dear Siri |
I am a student at the University of Richmond and am
attempting to make 8 study of Hegro newspapers in Virginiae
As part of the procedure, I am writing editors of several
outstanding neuspapers for thelr opinion of certain NHegro

woeltly?ts as newspapers. I would like your opinion of the
Forfolk Journgl and Gulde. .

Ploase feel free in expressing your true opinion as
names of those coniributing in the study will not be
disclozeds

Enclosed is & self-addressed, stamped envelops for
your replye A .

Yours very truly,

Ronald E. Cutler

2zﬁefbr to Tebls IV on page 82 in the Appendix
for hobbles.
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Some of the responses weres

‘¥iemo for Ronald Cutler

I would not classify the Afro-American as &
newspaper, in the best and truest sense of the
word, any more then I would include the Wall

. Btpeet Journal or tha Curistlan Science Honitor.

All of these publicablons sre spocial publications,
and dedicated to specierl interests, as I see it.

hay print news which thoy select, uobt an newus
hapmans, and they print news that Interests only
thelir special seguente

I dontt s89 how any Nogro can find out waeb's
happening in Richmond just from reading the Afro=
Linericanssestindy afteor all, isntt that vhy oue
buys & newspaper?

A T 40U 20N

Dear lMre Cutler:

: I dontt want to seem uncooperative, bubt giving
you,my Bapinion” of the Richmond afro-American involves

g good deal of analgais, and I'm afraid I just don't
heve time to sttempt

I will aay this: 1like most, if not 8ll, the Xegro
newspapersy it plays up race matters In every 1ssue, and
is heavily slanted in faver of the Hegrove. 1 suppose
this is natursl. I don't feel able to undertske a more
detalled asrsalysis,

Sincervelyy
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Dear lir. Cutler:

The Norfolk Journsl and Guide 1s a lively, well
edited, and responsible newspaper. The late P. Be
Young, itz long time editor and publisher, gave 1t
real distinction. He had, besides a good business head
and sound editorial jJudguent, a8 fine wrlting style.

I imegine you have seen the paper. Whille ¥r. Young
in his latter days somatimes insisted it was not & Negro
paper, of course it is: in organigation, in news matter
and advertising, and in attitude, If 4t seoms sometimes
to concern 1tselfl too much with sociel and church trivie,
it nevertheless reoflscts the interests and sctivities of
ita cormunity, which necesserily (I feel) are limited.

At one time the Journal and Guide printed regional
editions and circulated far into the Socuthe In late
years it has become primarily local., The situastion
reflects the dilemma of the Negro presgs.

Sinceraly,

Dear Ronalds

The Tribune 1s not & strong influence in the Negro
communlty in Koanoke. Its coverage of local news is
limited almost entirely to "personels,”™ with few
locally written sditoriels dealing with race relations,

O the few occaslions when such editorizls have appsered,
they have been conservetive in that the editor has
encouraged graduelism in the civil rigshts moveuents The
publisher, the Reve Fe E«. Alexander, 1s a Baptlist minlster
o 1s in his late 70's. He made an unsuccessful racs for
city council in the early 1950%s and served as cdistrict
Negro chairman for 2 Byrd Grganization candidate for
governor in 1953.

I hope this will be of help to you. I am enclosing
8 copy of the papers

Sincerely,
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Future Life Span

The Negro publishers are not able to estimate
the future 1ife span of the Negro press. HNiss Ruth
Jenkins, managing editor of the Rlchmond Afro-imerican

prior to July 3, 1965, said that "as long as there is
inequality in whlte press news reporting, there will
be & need for our existence,"e3 Raymond Boone, editors

in-chief of the Afro-American, indicated that the problem

of ths Negro press was that they wore not competing
with the white presses. He also stuted that the Negro
presses were not hirinz sdequate staffs and hed fer too
few correspondents in the field, Continuing, he sald,
that the future of the Negro press can not be measured,
but that as Integration becomes more evident, the Negro
press would probably become a "tralining ground" for
Negro journelists, who would eventually move into the
2l

Thomas W. Young, publisher of the Journal and

white presses.

Guide, declared:

23Staﬁament by Ruth Jenkins, perscnal interview.
24

Statement by Raymond Boone, personel interviewe.
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The NWegro press has continued to exist
because there was no other forum for the
expression of the Negro problem and hopes
snd grievances. The dally press hasess
nowhere near filled the gaps I do not feel
that in ny lifetine, or indeed within thls
generation the usefulness of the Negro press
will cease. VWho else can feel about the Negro's
cause the way the Negross do? The Negro press
?gazg long, healthy, and useful 1life ahead of
o L ]

If one judges the future of Negro newspapers by
circulation, the following statistics are interesting:

1933 1955 1957 1965
Forfolk Journal and Guide 20,000 65,000 40,000 35,000

Richmond Afro-fmericen 17,000 45,000 22,000 8,000
Roanoke Tribune - 11,000 = Iy ,1002°

25statement of Thomas We Young, personal interview,.

6 :
2 willlam F. MeCalllster, (ed.), Dirsctory lLewspapers
and Pariodicals (rhiladelphls: Ayer and Son'B, 1957)s Do 312
Tculstion for 1965 was obitsined from the newspaper cffices.
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CORCLUSIOCN

The Negro press in Virginia has endured & lomp tenure
and has fougnt many battles for the Hegro race, From a
weak beginning ard meoting every crisis with a strong
will for victory, the press rose to champion the rights of
the Negro. The Civil War was climaxed by ths avolition of
slavery, and as a result of the %égro's ananclipatlon, the
antislavery press declined in importance., The reswmption
of home rule under the Conservativses brought to & close
the shorte-lived equelity obtained by the Kegroes 1in the
Southe However, prior to 1900 the Hegro remained & political
factor that had to be recognized by Conservatives, Readjusters,
and Democratses At the dawn of the new century, the Democrats
put a new system into effsct whereby Negro suffrage would
be reduceds. The process of excluding the KRegro vote
was sccomplished by a constitutional convention. The
purpose of ths convention was denounced by numerous Hegro
newspapers, but thelr editorials met wlth 1little success.
World War I witnessed a renswed effort In the Negrots domend
for equality. The preés led the way in volclng the hope
for a trus democracy in America. As the depression of the
early 1930's became more ovident, the Hegro's morald and
opportunities decrersed to a new lowe The pross offered
leadership to the Negro by providing necessary guidance
in this economic crisis,
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The mein difference bestween Negro and whilte newspapers
has been the tendency on the part of Negro papers toward
sensationalism, their lack of comic strips, and their
advertising methods, Sensationalism has been used iIn ate
tracting readers. Since the papers are weekly's, it is
difficult to maintain continuity.in comic strips., The lack

of advertising by nationally known companies, due to small
circulation of the newspapers, has resulted in the advertise-
ment of loecal products, many being of dublous value.

The Negro press, being owned, managed, and staffed
by Negroes and circulating primarily to Negroes, has been. an
institution in our society. Durirg the past half century
of unrast, Negro editors have playsed a key role in developing
opinions within thelr community. They have been political

leaders end ﬁDVers in times of crisis, They have been the
leadling interpreters of Negro needs and have formulated
demands as they see them,

As the opportunities and experiences of the Negro grow
and as they become more integrated into society, thelr cone=
cern with the‘purely Negro 1life diminishes, They read the
newspapers that moét people read, not the newspapers that a
certain'peopie read, In promoting such causes as integration,
as they in good conscience must, Negro newspapers may be
dooming themselves. Certainly they are going to have to
find a way oubt of their Jim CrOW'hegitaga, if they are tb

have a useful and prosperous futurss
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Form of Questionnaire Used to Determline
Reading Interests of 75 Regular Norfolk
Journal and Cuide Readers

2e
3.
e

A male ( )
Hame ___ fornale { )
Last First Hiddlie
Address
Occupation
Hobby
List names of newspapers vhich you read regulsrly:
fis
(b}
{e)e
(d).
{e)e
Are you & subscriber for the Horfolk Journal andé Gulde¢?
Tes Lo

(&), Yhen did wvou start subscribing®

Do you read the Norfoll Journsl and Guide ragularly?

What do you like best in the Norfolk Journsl and Cuide?

Plsase indlcate by checking the following list
eccording to preference. Place threes checks ( )
to indlcate items of first cholces tw> checks ( )
for second choicej and one check ( ) through
remalning items in order of thelir interest to you:

{a)e Local News | ()
{(b)e Xationsl news

{c)¢ Imternationsl news

(d). Business items

D T T S )

)
3
)
)

{8)e Soclety pape



(£).
(g)s
{(h).
(1)s
(3)s
(k)e
(1)e
{m)e
(n)s
(o)e
(p).
{qa)e

{r).

{(s)a
{t)s

Flction

Eéitarials

Religious or Church items
Sporta

Personal items
Comics

Advertisement
Juvenile news

¥Women features
Educational features
Crime

Puzzles
{crosaword

{ games
Pregéams
(television
{radio
(theatre

Funeral notices

Industrialerolitical features.

L e T o0 TP N o T o T o T S S S
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Occupational Classification of the
Persons Included in this ~“tudy

~ OBccupstions
Teachers

High School Students
Buslness len
Dentist and Physicians
Domestic Workers and Homemakers
Beauticlans
Hinlsters
Soclal Workers
Totel

Total Number

15
10
10
10
10



Table IX

Reading Interest of Perscons Included %0
1n the Study
Peature cholte Choite Cholee
Local Fewus L8 8 12
Education Features 27 1 8
Nationsl Fews 26 16 10
?P?%gzggision 2 23 28
(hostes
Edltorials 2l 15 11
Industrial-Political 2 10 16
Sports 20 20 17
Religious or Church Items 17 17 13
Business Items 16 17
Women's Feature . 16 7 15
Pu%zig:sunrda 1 3 2
{games
Society Column 15 22 13
Intarnatienal flows 11 17 ‘13
Personal Items li g 18
Crimes 9 9 2
Funeral Notices 8 9 23
Comics | 8 6 16
Advertisement 8 by 1
Juvenile News 7 7 16
Fletion 2 7 13



Table III

Papsrs and Periodicals Reed by Persons Included
in This Study, Exclusive of the Horfolk Journsl
and Guide ‘

Papers and Perlodicals \ BEumbers
Forfolk Virginien Pilot 66
Pittsburgh Courier 3L
Norfolk Ledger Dispatch

0
o]

Richmond Afro-American
Chicago Defender

Life

Roanoks Tribune
Eéw'fbrk‘ﬂeraid Tribune
¥ew York Times

Atlanta Daily ¥World
Readert's Digest

Time

Californie Eagle
Christlan Sclence Honltor

RN NN W oW O



Tabls IV

Distribution of Hobbles

Hobbles Tumber Per Cert
Reading | 19 2543
Television 11 1363
Yo Resyponsa 8 10.6
Sports 7 9e3
Cards 6 8.0
Singing 5 646
Flower garden 3 Li«0O
Fishing 3 _l;.O
¥ovies 3 L0
Sewing 2 246

. Hunting 2 - 246
Treveling 1 1.3
Collecting Antiques 1 1.3
Drawing 1 1.3
Photography 1l 1.3
Socializing 1l 1.3
Swiming _1 1.3

Tatsl | i
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