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PREFACE

This éaper is an‘investiga:ion of the attitudes expreséed toward
Thomas Jefferson by Richmond's éress in the presidential elections of
1800, 1804, and 1808, Jefferson, revered and venerated today, was a
controversial figure 8uring these years and was attacked most severely\
by his political opponents and defended staunchly by his political
friends, This investigation‘covars only the newspapers of Richmond dur=
ing these election vears, and no attempt has been made to deal with the
\multitudinous tracts, pamphlets, and other circulaxrs printed In these
years, » | |

Principal reliance has been placed upon Richmond's three 1argest
and most enduring neﬁspapars of that day, Three cther newspapers of‘short
duration have contributed some interesting information to this investi-
gation,.and although the contents of thils report have been gleaned almost
entirvely from the editorial columns of all these papérs, a few entries
of human interest have been included from the advertiséments and other
sections.

Of the three Richmond newspapers which spanned all three elections,
each of thenm was conétant in the attitude which 1s flrst expressed toward
Jefferson in 1800,

The author has found the research for this paper to be a fascina~
ting experienca; and it Wi':au ﬁape& that this Ffeeling of iniéfééé win bea.

conveyed to the reader,



INTRODUCTION

The rights of a free press were considered by Thomas Jefferson
to be inviolable, even when he was the victim of a sharp-tongued
Federalist editor. Due to his fundamental belief in the right of free
expression, Jefferson often defended his traducers from perscnal,
legislative, and judiecial attack at the hands of his friends.1 However,
he was far from insensitive to the invective which was often hurled at
him by the Federalist press, and he often criticized the newspapers for
abusing their liberty.z His distrust of the press caused Jefferson to
shy away from newspaper publicity, and he remained cool and aloof from
all but a few editors whom he knew and trusted cdﬁbletely.

Richwond, the capital of Virginia, was considered a Federallst

stronghold and was the home of the Jirginia Gazette and General Adver-~

Liser which was a staunch supporter and outspoken advocate of the Fed-
eralist cause., For this reason and because of Richmond's impoxrtance as
the capital of hisz native state, Jefferson strongly felt the need of an
official Republican paper in Richmond which would express accurately the
views of his adasinistration, Therefore, when the Richmond Exanminer, a
Republican paper of five years' standing, falled early in 1804, Jeffer=

son urged Thomas Ritchie, a young Richmond book seller and former school

1James E, Pollard, The Presidents and the Press (New York: Mac-
¥illan Co,, 1947), p. 52.

21bid., p. 80.



teacher, to establish a new Republican organ.3 Thus in May of that
year the Richwond Enquirer published its first edition and began a
long career devcted to Jeffersonilan principles. In an advertisement
placed in both of the other Richmond newspapers, Ritchie set forth the
policy of the Inquirer, stating it to be the publication of the truth
in all matters with no apologies to anyone. Writing in the third persen,
he indicated the editorial policy which the Enquirer's readers could
expect in regard to Jefferson and roundly declared, 'He [Ehomas
RitcbiE?ladmires the character and conduct of Mr. Jefferson, He thinks
that his Inauguration Speech i1s not unworthy of the authox of the
Declaration of Independence, He thinks that his official conduct has
not disgraced the waxims of his Inaugeral Speech.

Richmond's éther ma jor papers during the first decade of the

nincteenth century were the Vireginig Aveus, edited by Samuel Pleasants,

- Jr. who was a staunch gugpafter of Jeffersonm and the Egygihié Gazette

and General Advertisexr, mentioned above and edited by Augustine Davis,

The Richwond Enqulrer became more powerful and influential than either

of these, and it outlived them both by wore than fifty yeats.s

3Charles H. Awbler, Thowas Ritchie: A Study In Virginia Politics
{(Richmond: Bell Book and Stationary Co., 1913), pp. 18~19,

b¢iveinia Arpus ;'chmoq%i, Januvary 25, 1804; Virginia Gazetie
and Geneyal Advertizer /Richwmond/ (hercafter referred to as Virginia
Gazette), January 21, 1804,

561arence 8. Brigham, History and Bibliography of American
Newspapers, 1690-1520 (Worcester$ American Antiquarian Society, 1947),
I, 11338, 1142, and 1146,
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The edltors of these papers deserve some attention befdre
beginning our investigation ¢f the attitudes expréssed by them in
their journals, for throﬁgh an understanding of theilr individual
personalities, creeds, and political opinions, we can better under=~
stand the basic reésoning and subtle implications of their e&iterials.

By far, the wost noted of Richmond's editors during Jefferson's
administration was Thomas Ritchie, an asztute politician and former
school teacher. PRitchie became well known through his riﬁging
editorials, and his associates weve the important, influential men
of his day.6 Ritchie was & eivic-minded citizen who served on the
Republican Général Committee of Virginla in ASGO, 1804, and 1803.
In this position of rasponsibility he helped to verify the‘credentials
of those nominated as electors on the Virginia Républican ticket,” |
He also sexved as a member of lMadison's Corresponding Committee in
1808 and was electsd In that same yeax by the Virginia General
Assezr;bl:{._,iﬂ the post of Fublic Printer, a post to which he was elected
again in'lelé.g In 18507 Ritchie served as secretary to a mass neeting
which waz called to protest the getions Qﬁ the British in regazd to the
Chesapeake Affgiv, and in thig sawe yaaf he held the vank of ensign

in the Richwond Republican Blues, a home wmilitis unit.?

GAllen Johnson (ed.), Dictionary of American Biography (Hlew York:
Charles Seribner's Sons, 1923), XV, 625-$29.

THoble E, Cunninghas, Jr., The Jeffersonian Republicans In Power

S imasion

{Chapel Hil1l¢ University of Hoxth Carelina Press, 1963), pp. 164-185,

gﬁarry mmon, 'MJanes Monroe and the Rleetion of 1808 in Virginia,™
The Williaw and ¥axy Ouarierly, Series Three, X (Januavy, 1963), p. 48

gjakn&an, Dictionaxy of Awmerican Bioevavhy, XV, 623-628.




vii
Thomas Ritchie was a constant champion: of the weak and the
waligned, Although this trait was probably inborn, it was surely
reinforeed by his constant defense of his father (Archibald Ritchie)
who had been charged with disloyalty in 1776 for an alleged violation
of the Association.'0 "The Richmond Enquirer, over which Ritchie
presided, was a pover and its editor played his part in president-
making and in the shaping of great iasﬁes. Ritchie himself was.
courted by the politicians of both parties.”ll
ferivether Jones, editor of the Richmond Examiner and a promi-
nent eltizen of Richwmond, was alzo well known in Virginia. Like
Ritchia, he was a staunch Republican and supporter of Jefferson -and
served as a member of the Republican General Committee in 1800 and
1804.12  Jones was an active paxticipant in Richmond®s civic functions,
and in 1801 he scrved on a committee to plan a celebration of Jefferson's
présidential victory. His other civic responsibilities included his
election to the post of Public Printer in 1801 and his appointwent by
the Governor of Virginia to membership on the Board of Inspectors for

13 Jones was also active in the social

the Virginia State Prison,
gatherings of Richwmond, but unlike Ritchie, he was hot tempered and

implusive, a fact which led him into many éuels;

Wyi1iian €. Stanard (ed.), "Papers From The Virginia State
Auditor's Qffice, Now In The State Library," The Virginia Mapazine of
History and Biography, XXV (July, 1917), 278.

‘ IICharl&s H. Aubler, "Thomas Ritchie: A Siudy In Virsinia Politics,”
The Virsinia Magazine of History and Biography, XXII (January, 1914), 111.

izcunningham, Republicans In waer,‘pp. 184~185,

lsH, W. Flournoy {ed.), Calendar of Vireinia State Papers
(Richmonds E, Goode, Printer, 1890), IX, 295.
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A further indication of Jones' character and personality is the
fact that he once threatened to horsewhip a Federalist gditor who
had published a personal attack against him, Both Merigéthe: and
his brother Skelton, who shared Meriwether's temperment'andwﬁotked
with him on the Examiner, were pistol experts, but both were to die
later on the "field of honor".14 |

Samuel Pleasants, Jr., served the interests of the Republican
party in Richmond as the editor of the Virginis Argus, a Republican
journal which gave no space to opposing views.ls Pleasants was also
active in Virginia politics and served on the Republican General
Committee inflSOD, 1804, and 1808.16 He served as Public Printer
in 1805 and again in 1808 and was a member of the Board of Inspectors
for the State Penitentiary at the same time as was Meriwether Jones,l7?

Augustine Davis, a staunch Federalist, became the editor of the

Virginia Gazette and General Advertiser in 1794, fifteen years after

moving to Richmond from Williamsburg.

Vigi11iam G. Stanard (ed.), Letters From William and Mary College,
1798~1801," The Virginia Magazine of History and Blography, XXIX
(April, 1921}, 175-178; Robert W. Hughes, "The Fighting Editors,"
The William and Mary Quarterly, Series Two, VII (January, 1927), 9.

15Ammon, "James Monroe and the Election of 1808 in Virginia,"
p. 48,

16Cunningham, Republicans In Power, pp. 184-185.

17Flournoy, Calendar of Virginia State Papers, IX, 295 and 391;
Ammon, "James Monroe and the Election of 1808 in Virginia," pp. 33-56
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Ag a dédicated Federalist, ngis sefved as the Richmond Pdstméster undex
President John Adams, and as a civic-minded individual he segved in 1807
as a member of the "Silver Greys", a local military association formed
for the protection of Richmond when the regular militia had been ordered
on some distant service.ls‘
| Three lesser papers appeared in Richmond during these election

years, but they were all short lived. The Virginia Federalist was

~ established by John Stewart, & member of the Virginia State Legislature, '
shortly after the stormy session of that body in 1798 wﬁicﬁ adopted the
Virginia Resolutions in protest to the Sedition Act, Stewart “defended
himself in his paper from charges of political inconsistency, but Jones
of the Examiner, retorted that everybedy in Richmond knew that he |
'(Stewart) was the first man in the city to wear a tricolor cockade =

the sign of friendship for France."l? William A. Rind became the editor

of the Virginias Federalist in May 1799 and continued the publication of

this Federalist organ in Richmond until August 2, 1800, at which time he

moved the paper to Washington and continued it there under the title of

the Washington Federalist.2® Rind must also have been a hot tempered

1glsaiah Thomas, The History of Printing in America (Worcester:
From the Press of Isaiah Thomas, Jr., 1810), p. 149; Lyon G. Tyler (ed,),
"0ld Virginia Editors," The William and Mary Quarterly, Series One, VIX
(July, 1898), 16; Flournoy, Calendar of Virginis State Papers, IX, 547,

19

Stanavrd, "Letters From William and Mary College,” pp. 175-178.

ZOB:igham, History and Bibliography of American Newspapers, II,
1145, :



partisan, for in April of 1800 he fought a duel in Richmond with
Meriwether Jones over some alleged political insult. Rind was
wounded in this skirmish, but according to the report given by

Davis in the Virginis Gazette, his injury was not serious,?!

The Virginian and the Spirit of '76 were both established in

Richmond in 1808, and they were both staunch supporters of Monroe for
President over Madison, Indeed, the Virginian seems to have been
established for the sole purpose of campaigning for Monxroe., This
paper, which was owned by Gerard Banks and printed by Seaton Grant-
land, a local bo;k publisher, began its 1ife January 1, 1808, and
published its last issue November 8§, 1808, shortly after the state~
wide contedt for presidential electors,<?

Edwvard €. Stanard’s Spirit of '76 was published in Richmond from

'September of 1308 to November of 1809, at which time Stanard moved his
paper to Washington and continued its‘publicationzthere under the

same title.23 Although an ardent supporter of Monrvoe, Stanard made g
conscious effort to be faly and ﬁbjectiVe in his editorials and in his
reporting of the news, In the first lssue of the Spirit, Stanard

lamented that "among those who subscribe for gazettes, the great majority

2lyivpinia Gazette, April 11, 1800,

Zzﬁrigham, History and Bibligraphy of American Wewspapers, II,
1153; virginian fRichwond/, January 12, 1808,

ZSBrigham, History and Bibliography of American Newspapers, II,
1142, .
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- receive one-only, and generally speaking, have so much knowledge
of public affairs as the editor of that paper chooses to communicate,"24
Stanard declared that he did not consider his paper as a "political
rostrum" from which he should seek to mold his readers’ views and
opinions., Instead, he expressed the wish for all readers to decide
for themselves the merits of each 1ssue after first receiving full
information on bcthbsidea of the matter.23

All the Richmond papers of tbis'period>weie of semi-weekly
publication with occasional runs of tri-weekly publication during
elections and other important events. A large number of newspapers
were established in Virginia during the last decade cf.the eighteenth
century, but ''none of these received the kind of support nor possessed
the editorial direction to speak effectively for the lﬁépublicaé7
party as a whole, Unquestionably Jefferson recognized the importance
of the press, but until 1804 when Thomas Ritchie established the
gggg;ggg and when we enter the age when the party was subjected to some
sort of central discipline through the Richmond Junto, there was no

dominant organ of party Opinion."26

245p1rit of ‘76 [Richmond/, September 13, 1808,

25144,

26Harry Ammon, "Jeffersonian Republicans In Virginia," The

Virginie Magazine of History and Biography, LXXI (April, 1963), 160,
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CHAPIER ONE
ELECTION OF 1800

In Virginias thevyear 1800 was filled with political unrest
snd disquieting tension, for not only was this an election year, but
the issues involved offered the voters a distinct choice between continued
and increasing sristocratic rule or the reclomation of liberties for |
which the Revolution had been fought. The Federalists, who hgd tightened
their grip on the government under the aduinistration of John Adams, had
succeeded in passing the Alien and Seditiom Acts, the iniport of which
vas to prohibit criticism of the Federsl government and its offici.éis
from any quarter, Thus it was, that this election year witnesged the
trial, conviction, and inéﬂtcaration of many Republican editors who
had dared to speak out against the govermment,; The judges at these
Sediﬁion trials were all Federalists, and in their detexmination to
convict, they heaped ingult wpon injury with their packed juries,
their unfair, arbitrary ruiings; and their partisan speeches om politics
given from the bench.

In May of this year Meriwether Jomes solicited contributions
through the columns of his Examiner for his fellow editors, Thomas
Cooper and Charles Holt, both of whom had been sentenced to jail for
theilr criticisms of the govermment. Because of Cooper's wife and
fanily, Jones urged that he be ‘givan first consideration by those

wishing to moke cantributions.l

1V£rginia Axgus i{ﬁichmnnﬁ?, May 9, 1800,




However, Jones himself was Aot safe from Federalist persecution, for
in August of 1799 Timothy Plckering, Adasms' Secretary of State had
sought to silence the five largest and most strategically locasred
Republican papers, including the Richmond Examiner, Pickering had
written to the Distridt Attorneys in each of the five states ian which
these paperé were located and had ordexed them to scrutinize the Repub-
lican paper in his ares for anything which could be considered seditious
or libelous, The timing of Pickering's directive was important, for
this would allow the Federal prosecuters to bring the Republican.ediéers
to trail at the opening of the Court's fall sessioncand obtatﬂiiﬁjunctioﬁs
against them., Thus, Pickering hoped to silence the papers of the opposi-
tion for thé duration of the predidential election in 1800, 2

The most noted case of prosecution in the state of Virginia
fnvolved James T. Callender, a mative of Scotland who had come to this
country in 1793. Callender was an embitte;ed individusl who found
in the press am outlet for his frustrotion and resentment of society.
Between bouts of drinking Callender wrote violent attscks on the
Federalists which were subsequently printed in various Republican papers.
In late spring of 1800 Callender was tried and convicted in Richmond on
charges of gedition by Judge Samuel Chase, a mewber of the United States
Supreme Court. Callender continued writing his articles of criticism
from the Richmond jail, and six moonths later om the eve of Virginila's
first state~wide election under the General Ticket Law, he wrote a letter

to one of the judges of the Virginia General Court, asking thst he be

2 Tames M, Swmith, Freedom's ratters (Ithaca: Cornell University
Fress, 1956), pp. 185-186.




releagsed on a writ of habeas noréus. He reminded the judge of the
statements made by several Virginia judges at the passage of the

Sedition Act to the effect that they would release anyone convicted
under the act in Virginia, and then he explained why he had not sought

a redress of his grievance earlier, "This application would have been
made upon the day of my commitment to prison,” declared Callender, "but

I waé»toid that the measure, if successful, might afford an opportunity
for misvepresenting the political sentiments of the state; and that

by such means, it might produce s dangerous fmpression upon the Republican
interest at the next election for President. TIrom these considerations,
I deferred this address until the election in this state had been
decided.”? This letter mnd Callender's unselfish action were to become
irony & few months later when Callender, not satisfied with Jefferson s
personal reimbursement of his fine, demanded an appointwment ass Postmaster
of Richmond. Failing to receive this appointment, Callender established
a Federalist paper in Richmond and turned his talente for inmvective on
Jofferson, Callender died unlamented the following year when, in a
drunken stupor, he fell into Shockoe Creck and drowned %

So aroused vere the American citigens at the high-hended, oligaréhic
messures of the Federalist-run government that Meriwether Jones reported
confidently to his veaderxs in October of 1800, YA change has taken place
through the United States, favorable to the Republican cause, which will

certainly secure the Election of Thomas Jefferson., Those who believed

Jprominer iﬁichmoné?, November 18, 1800,

QChaxles A, Jellison, "That Scoundrel Calendey,” The Virginia
Magagine of Uistory and Biography, LXVII (July, 1959), 295-306.
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the Sedition Law to be expedient, will now assuredly acknowledge their
error; since the wman, who above all others in public office has been
abused the most, is now the most popular in America.™

However, in spite of the widespread dissatisfaction in Virginda
occasioned L the Federvallst oligavchy, Jefferson was faced with an
immenae'nbstaclé in the veneration held by Virginians for the late Ceorge
Washington who was closely assoclated with the Tederalist party.c
Jefferson also faced stilff opposition from the welle-organized Fedevalilst
press, which railsed a plethora of issues in a desperate attempt to hold
on to the reins of government, and which assaliled Jefferson with charges
of atheism, inefficiency, cowardice, and slander.’ This latter charge
vas based on a letter written by Jefferson in 1793 to hisg f£riend Philip
Magzel, criticising various inefficient practices and unprincipled
officlals of Washington's administyration. Jefferson had also questioned
Waghington's fudgement in his support of some vadical Federalist policies,
and Willlam Rind revived the charge of slander 4in the third week of |
January when he denounced Jefferson for “traducing” Washington in his
letter, Rind reprinted the tewt of the letter In full in order “that
it mwy be recollected with the abhorrence which it deserves.” "lLet
every American citizen read iﬁ,“ he enjoined, “and consider within hime

salf, vhether Thomas Jefferson is worthy of succeeding to the office of

i .

6Naude H, Woodfin, "Contemporary Opinion in Virginia of Thomas
Jefferson,” Essays in Honor of Willijam E, Dodd, Avery Craven, editor
(Chicago: The University of Chicago Press, 1935), p. 44,

71b4d,, p. 53.



PRESIDENT of & free, affectionate and virtuous»pecple."a

Yet, in spite of this well-organized Federalist bpposition,
ﬁhe Republicans were even better organized, Also, Jefferson commanded
wide support and admiration among the common people of Virginia who
considered hin as one of their own, Jefferson’s simplicity of menners,
unpretentious attltude, and love of nature and farming were charactexw
istics in which the people easily identified themselves witi the

struggling Jafferson.g

EDITORIAL SUPPORT FOR JEFFERSCH

In support of Jefferson's candidocy leriwether Jones printed in
chronological order a list of Jefferson s accomplishuents, beginning
with his authorship of the Declarvation of Independence and going through
his present position ss Vice President of the United States. 'No eulogism
can add to the lustre i;ié? of Mr. Jefferson's character," declared

10 Later in the Spring Ssmuel Pleasanis, in an obvious taunt

Jones.
directed at President Adams, reprinted in the Virginla Argus an editorial

which had appeared eavlier in the Armericen Cltizen asserting that the

Pregident of the United States should be o friend of peace instead of

a promoter of wayr and should befriend and work for liberty instead of

Syirginia Federalist iﬁiehmuqé?, Januaxy 22, 1800.

Hiood fin, Y"Contewporary Opinion,” p. 54,

Wpyaniner, March 14, 1800,
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monarchy. ‘''For these and many other reasons,' it boldly declaved, we
hold it ﬁe be clear that the fete of America, in a great measure,
depends upon placing at the head of our Federsl GCovernment at he next
ensuing elecilon, the author of the celebrateé declaration which secured
to America her freedom and happiness.~--THOMAS JEUVFERSON iz the enlightencd
citizen, the patrioé; éhéMéﬁiiaéépher, and the friend of man, to‘whom
the republican attachmerts and affections of this country, ought to be
directed, 1t

With the approach of summer Pleasants again issued an appeal to
the people in behalf of Jefferson. Preseniting his devotion to demccracy
as & primary qualifieation for Jefferson'’s candidacy for the presidential

office, he proclaimed in the Virginia Arcus that Jefferson had always

been devoted to liberty and had been a steady and unshaken advocate of
the rights of the people, Turthermore, asserted Pleasants, Jefferson
had never prostituted his talents by writing a book in favor of the
British or eny other momarchy, had never advocated standing armies or
destruﬁtive navies, had never tried to convince the people that “a

public debt is a public blessing,” nor that the public debt was diminish~
ing while actually increasing. "Mr. Jefferson has done hone of these
things," declared Plessants, "but all of them have been done . ., . by the
federalist party, My, Adams and Mr, Pinckney, the present leaders of

9 ) » ?
this party, arve chargeasble with an attachment to these destructive ﬁesigns?l“

Yysrninta Arpus, Moy 9, 1800,

21114, , June 13, 1800.



As the months passed and the campaigning grew more intense,
Meriwether Jones published a lengthy editorial eaxrly in October
extrolling the virtues of Jefferson., Jones reviewed Jeffexson's
career, polniing out the courageous stands which he bhad taken in the
face of formidable opposition and the historic part which he had played
in securing the colonies' independence. Then turning to his role as
Secretary of State under Washington, the outspoken Jones supported the
charges wmade by Jefferson against that aduinistvation in his letter to
Mazzel and challenged the Federalists to show 'their fellow citizens
an example in the conduct of Mr., Adamz, or of the federalist secretaries,
of as impartial and independent measures to check and yemove the offende
ing ministers and agents of England as Mr., Jefferson manifested to check
‘and remove the offending min?ster and agents of France, in 1793, Mo
discreet fedetalists,” claimed Jones, "will wiszk the discussion. 13

Reiterating his suppori for Jefferson, Jones expressed a confident
belief that Jefferson was disposed Lo weasures "which will check expendie
ture and taxation; give moderation and impartiality to our foreign inter-
course; restore bavwony and confidence upon the friends of representative
Government of all parties; and presexzve thely candid piety, which
flourishes beside religious liberty and the rights of conscience. "4

Likening Thowas Jefferson to Alexander the Great several weels

baefore the state-wide election in Novewber, Samuel Pleasants predicted,

lgﬁxaminer, October 7, 1800,

Virpid,
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"Then a Jefferson shall shake the gordian knot, and loose the fiberved
connection which has assimilated us to despotism and venal coxruption, =
and shall forw a coalition with the armed neutrality,'théu, and not riil
then, will the Lion crowl =~ and the blessings of peace and national
equality be difused thro the Kingdoms and People of the.Earth."15
The public's tense interest and sense of crisis tended to dissi-
pate with s momentary abatement of intermational difficultics, and on

the eve of the Virginia election in Novewber, Samuel Pleasants reprinted

from the New York Amprican Citizen an editorial designed to dispel any

tOmélacency awong Amexican voters and which warned, '"We are less in
dangey at this woment than at any other period since the conclusion
of the war = but our evils will r«turn upon us - public mischief and mis-
fortune will accumulate unless popular and repudlican vigilance be kept
alive to the true intercsts ¢f the union, and the public mind be direcged
with unabating avdour o the election of Jefferson,"+0
A glimpse of the wood awong Viecginia voters and property owners
of that day can be had in reading an advertisement which appeared in the
. Exaniner a few days before Virginia held Lts election and which offered

for sale a properiy in Northumberland county on the Potomac River. John

Gordon, the owner of this plantation, stated in his specification of

three equal payuents that for the last imstalluent, “property in the
City of Washingion will be yeceived, provided lMr. Jefferson is elected
i5,

iroinia Argus, October 10, 160G,

YW1uia,, November 4, 1800,



4President of the United States; but should wiracles yet exist, and
that should not be the case, then will I take 1&#& in Kentucky ox
Tennessee, in lieu thereof - 7

In spite of the Sedition law, Adans' adwinistration was not
considered sacvozanct by the Republican press which spared ne effort
in bringing to public attention the aristocratic pelicies and practices
of the Federalist controlled govermment. Comsenting on the Federalists'
philosophy of governwment, the Examirer charged that wany prominent
Federalists had avowed "that this country cannot be happy, without an
hereditary Chicf MHagistrate and a senate that iz hereditary, or for
1ife." Jones further charged in the sawe editorial that the
principal Northern and Tastern Federallsts, in power, are in favor
of a Monarchy, a noldilizy, and a representative of the Comsmons."18

The Federalists denied that their pariy was. monarchical,but
Saruel Pleasants claimed that contrvary proof was g?undanﬁg in an

edltorial borrowed frvow the American Citizen,the Virginia Argus declaved

indignantly YThe numerous proofs that ave every day unfolding then-
selves of the cxistence of a monarchical party in the United Statas,
ought to put an everlasiing silence upon the traducers of Jefferson's
character. They cught to see - they ought by this tiwe to know with
certainty that My, Jefferson, in declaxring ihe exisztence of such g

. owlD
fraction, spoke the lanpuage of truth, and was supported by fact.”

17%&323&&?, October 31, 1800.
11pid., October 7, 1500,
19,

Yireinia Arcus, October 21, 1800,
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Four days afier the November primary, Meriwether Jones took issue
with William A. Rind who had used the editorial columns of the Washinston
Pederalizt to walie personal charges against Jones in the course of an
editorial ubich be printed favoring Adauws' adminisiration.- Jones advised
him to support his statements with specific citations and acidly retorted,
"And when you speak of the evidences of Nr. lams'superior claim to the
Presideﬁtiai chair, you ought to vecollect ihat the majority is agalnst
you, and that you have very frequently said, that this is the very suvest
~and best .criterion of the truth, = Let me caution you too against calling
Mr, Jefferson 'a jacobinical gnd frenchified President:’® not for fear of

SEDITION, but because you contradict the Majority. What Sir! will you

oppose the Majority? Recollect how often vou have sounded this in wy Dars,
and how frequently I have opposed the principle, as riveting the human
mind to the wost ervoneous system, I shall always, ny friend, contradict
the pajority when I think they ewy, but 1f you move an inch iu that

dirvection, out of thinc own wouih will T condenn thee,"20 iones had enyli-

exr counseled che Federalists to Yeconcur’ with Jefferson instead of vili-
fying bim and had asseried, 52 e wvepublicans do hearidly concur with hiwm,
in a utter ddsapprobation of all foveign infiucnce. . . . the Republicans
exult in an attachment o our own Conetltution, in prefarenﬂe to the
regal, aristocratical, and hierarchial ﬂnvevnwanL of the one [_ngi 7,

- 21
or the sad anti-republican aberrations of the other [France/."

on
‘Oﬁxamiﬂ@ MNovembar 7, 1800,

2l1pid,, October 7, 1800,
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:The fiscal pollcy of Adams' adwinistvation also came under
charp attack by the Republican ?r&sg which waé'séeking to place
Jefferson in the E&eaidency. The Richmond Examiner iﬁ Tebruary of 1500
carried a letter written by Jauwes 1. Callender in which he had quoted
Albert Gallatin, a Republican Congressman and financial expert, as
having stated that the curvent f£iscal budget called for a deficit
spending of five million dollavs which would have to be ralsed by loans
or new taxes. Gallatin was quoted further as having observed that
although the Pederalists were currently speaking of pfOSperiéx, the
income of the United States for 1799 was lees by seven hundred thousand
dollars thaﬁ for the itwo previous years and that although the revenue
had been kept up by nev taxes and stamp. duties, the present five
million dollar deficit debt would continue to imerease, "The only chauce
fo:’getting out of ;his sexape,” proclaiwed Callender, “is by wvoting for
Mr, Jefferson, and the consequent descriion of the war measures.'"2?

. This theme was furthey expounded in the earlf avtumn when a letter
writteﬁ by four Republican citizens appeared in the Ixaminer. These
citizens ataunchly declaved, "One of the ciyvcumstances, that induces
thé'ﬁgsixa of Mr, Jefforson's Election, 1s the vast expenditure of
public mopey." Pointing out that the Federal government had been in
operation elevenvyaafs, they repvréad.that as of Vlast July 4th,“ public
expenditures had exceeded eighty-seven willion dollars while the goverp-

ment during the same period of time had taken in only eightye-nine million

ggzﬁiéﬂ;'Febraary 25, 1800.
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dollars, Move cconomy had been expected of the "New fngland administra-
tion," declared these five corr63pondents.23

The conaaitutionality‘of the assumption of state debts and of
the establishment of the Bank of the United States was also severely
impugned by Republicans, of vhom at leasi one considered both acts as
nothing short of treason. Meviwether Jones, in asserting that the
assunption of individual state debts was a divect breach of the Constitu-
tion, declarved ewphatically, "The statute that adopts it, is a statute
of infamy. The members who voted for that assumption should have been
ivpeached, and punished, as perjured traitors.' Amnouncing that the
United States Bank came undey that same description, he referved to it
as "pot merely a nuisance but a wmonster’ which should be slowly strangled
by a atacp tax on clrculating potes.2% In further condemmation of the
Pederalists and their policies Jones caustleally declated, "The couduct
and character of the Vice-President stand above the imputations of these
miécreants, who purchased the certificates of the old continental avny
at half a Crown per pound, and vwho then funded them at twenty shillings.
Mr, Jefferzon was not cha author of the partial assumptlon of state debia,
by which eléven willions of dollars weve discharged by an addition to
the pational debit of twenty~two millions of dollars. Mr. Jeffevson was
net thé author af.the infamous Bank of the United Btates, a Bank formed

upon direct perjury, and which cuts lts passage through the very vitals

Byuad., October 7, 1800,
24114, , Wavenber 21, 1800.
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of the federal constitution.”?? Four days later in late November,
Jones again attacked the Federal Bank and vigorously proclaimed, ""The

- constitution has a hundred other chasms, that call most loudly for
,'amendmeqt; and 1if Mr. Jefferson shall succeed to the presidency, there

s reason to wish that he and his friends may endeavor to make them,"20
EDITORIAL ATTACK ON AMD DEFENSE OF JEFFERSON

The Federalist press of Richmond was far from sllent on these
and other issues. The day after Callender's letter concerning the
country's finances.appeared in the Examiner, William Rind seized upon
his paxagraph calling for the election of Jefferson and ripped into
Cailender‘with sarcastic ridicule for his "effrontery". "Aye, aye,
fellow citizens," mocked the Virginia Fedexalist, "vote for Mr. Jef~
ferson «~ he'll cure‘all our disorders -~ he'll relieve us from taxes -
he'll make us rich as Crceéus ~« besides, he prefers’the temptuous sea
| of liberty =~ the furious storm of révolution — a&e, aye, vote for
Mr, Jefferson -- he'll make us happy ~- he'll turn your navy and army
adrift -- all the federal officers, all the old patriots -=- he'll play
the devil with the damned banks, the funding sys;em; the bane of demo-

cracy -~ he'll put & stop to commerce -~ he'll introduce a new ordex of

things -~ such 53 will make every demo perfectly happy, no doubt, "27

231p1d.
26, . .
Ibid,, November 25, 1800.

27yireinia Federalist, February 26, 1800,
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To similar Federalist charges that Jefferson would rule for the
interest of his party at the expense of hils country, the Republican
press lsasued constant denlals, Jones again denied this charge two
weeks before the convening of the Electoral College, but at the same
time Qe asked, "What kind of a general he be, who,. just afiexr gaining a
vietory, deserts his fellow solders 1}15? to put himself at the head of
a vanqulshed grmy? By'deserting or neglecting his friends, in the
moment of his elevation, Mr. Jeffersanlwnuld viclate every feeling of
nature, a§ery princiéle of reason, every dictate of gratiitude, and of
justice."zg Jones pointed out quite logically that Jefferson any
other successful candidate for office would as a matter of course place
himself at the head of that party which had supported his election.
Jefferson's humane views on slavery and his advocacy of eventual
emancipation were well known, but the Fedevalista sought to make political
'capital ﬁy twiséiug his oft-expressed views, Playing on the public's
horror at the recent m ésacra by the newly fyeed Negroes in Santo Domingo,
they implied that Jefferson was somehow partly to blawme for the tragedy
and that the same calanicy would repeat itself in America 1f Jefferson
were allowed to become president. In defense of JefferSQn a series
of letters signed "Scots Correspondent' appeared in the autumn issues
of the Examiner, and to this particular charge the writer retorted that

Jefferson had never advocated “instant and total ewmgncipation.” To

ZbExaminer, Novewber 18, 1800.
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corrobovate this assevtion he quoted Jefferson as saying, "L _can add

yith truth, that nobody wishes move awrdently to see a pood

Sy stem

commenced for vaisione the condition of both thelxr body and mind, as

fast as the imbecility of their present cwistence, and other cir-

3!29‘ 11} 4 5t
"7 Thig M"Scotsman

cusstances whicﬁ cannot be peglected, will adwit,
commented that Jefferson's humane sta'tmmf,igwgéAif&ifméiiééééféd” a desire
for irmediate and wholesale emancipation.

Another theme played upon frequently Ly the Fedexalist press was
Jaﬁfersan’é alleged cowardice while Governoxr of Virginia during the
Revelutionary War. Inccarly November, William Rind of the Washington
Federalist accused Jefferson of “having abandoned his office and trust,
at the most critical woment.” The "Scots Covrespondent™, in a veply
printed by the _E;;_{_g_m, remarked that this charge probably referyed
i‘;o‘t:h&: Mold battered accusation that Mr. Jefferson, upon the approach
of a body of British tyoops, vetired ﬁrém Richmond with unbecoming pre-
cepttancy.” '"This charge vequires no answer,' he contended, "because it
has wecently been extinguished by Captain iﬁariwetheg? Jones." The
Exardner has definite proof, continued Jefferson's cqafender , that "Mx,
Jefferson acted with his habltual judgenent ,?;ig:f and presence of wind,
We believe that this story is now gasping on its death bed. We shall

130

leave it thewe,

291pid,

302114, , November 11, 1800.



In :his saue letter the "Scots Correspondent" also answered
Rind's charges that Virginia, under Jefferson's leadership in the
Ravelutian; had contributed the least and suffered the most due to
Jefferson's ‘misconduct™. The irmense sufferings of Virginia were
not to be blamed on Jefferson, retorted this kilted correspondent
who asserted that Jefferson also suffered severe losses and gave as
an example the slaughter of his horses at Monticello by the Britilsh
army.' 1€ losses were sustained,” commented the “Scotsman', the
president of the 4th of March next had his full share of them, and
over and above that, he has since discharged twice over, a mass of
British debts,'ﬁor which he had becone security.”31

This last statement was in answer to a charge raised by the
‘Feﬁeraliata vho alleged that Jefferson had used Virginia's legal tender
law during the Revolution to pay off in deflated currency a debt of
a considerable amount which he owed to one Gabriel Jones.32 Meriwether
Jones and Samuel Pleasants had both come to Jefferson's defense the
previous March aund had testifled that although Gabriel Jones had
returned both Jcﬁfexsou 5 bo il and paper money, Jefferson, who then
had no legal obligation to pay the debt, had repaid the entire loan
with solld currency after the Revolution, at which exorbitant interest
charges were due.33

The Federalists also ehargediseffarson with heading a French

party in the United States, 34 put by far thelr favorit charge against

Mygq,
32Woadfin, “"Contemporary Opinien," p. 63,

33pxaminey, March 17,1800; V*rginia Azgus, March 14, 1800.
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bin im the year 1200 was that of ailoged "edan™. This agecusation
*zem in nalfied with the g 33’::3&2.@& of a pauphiot zez‘ii:ﬁen by I{w{*xmm

Willine Idmm and entiiled Sorious Coo widerations on the Ela

b

Presidencs Addressed to ibe Ciilzens of ¢he United States.”™ To support

tils chavge, this Hew York Dutch mipister Jeffervaon’a

Bores On Virpinis in which Jeffevzon set lopical pripgi-

> .
g i

v

wiraniala Lops was oo

&;&}{é in ataiing he ﬁ:%ism«xe:éry o3
proof of Mah's famed and universal fleed. This and other scientific,
oh j;ag;aivéaasa:xtmm Sﬁi&dﬁ by the studiouns, inguislitive Jefferson were
cited as fsrtziar evidence of his disrvaespeet for the Bible and God, In
a #hm:at:i:wistﬁ.c statement of tolevation Jefferson had declawed that it
d¢id hinm po injury whe%:%mzz'hi.{s poadghbor believed in no god or in twenty
gods, Seizing upon this, the less tolevant Linm éiteg} it as further
evidance of Jefferson's Infidelisn and warned that "the election of
awy wan avewing the prineiples of Mr, Jefforyvon would ., . . destroy
religion, introduce lemorality, and locosen the bonds of soclety. u3%

This attach slicited a fiood of Bepublicans wﬁm

hastened to Jefferson®s delensze, fThe ondent” replied
in the colwmns of the Ixpuiner and iab elod as Tabsurd .,%m ?&u&ﬂsii.st
accusation thatr Jeffevson, gs presldent, would begin a reign of pere

secution against the Christians sinmilar vto the weign of tewwor in Framec.

Bepie E, Cwmz.ﬂdazwu Sr., Dhélefferaonian Republicans (Chapel

e
ELlles The Usivevoloy of North Cm“»:*iims Prasy, 1957), p. 224,

¥

& g -
3“%3’5.3%.3.‘&53@ Linn, Sexfous C:‘s 350 ions on the Plection of 8
z 3

Prosidont P ¥orh, 1B00), quosed by {:mz:. nghan in Lhe Jefferannian
Republicnns, p. 224, '
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Fuiéﬁer, venonstrated the “Scotsman', Jefferson did mot say that it
was of ho consequence whether a man believed in one or twengy'gnésg
but what hé_éiﬂ say was that the pevsonal beliefs of his neighborw éid
not infringe upon his (Jeffevson’s) personal liberty and cﬁn&uat of
baﬁineés. Pointing out tﬁaﬁ Jefferson was the author and chavpion mi
Virginia's statute of veligious 1iberty, Jefferson’s plucky defender
3oie&s1y proclaived, “We must either stand Ly ¥y, Jefferson, or we
- et repouncs the profession of cur freedom, the enjoyment of our
happiness and the exercise of ouy veason. 37

As the charge of ﬁeia@‘becama moye inténsa, it also becawe move
‘ii&icuicus; In $ettigg the recovd stralght, the IDmamine nciteétas a
higher evidence of Jefferson’s plety, a statement made by hié'which
é@élarad‘ia part, "Our duty to almighiy God, and cur duty towards our
'n&ighbor, are the sum of true religlon. By pexforsing these high
éuties;'me way cupect the esteon of good Men, and hope for the favor
of ﬁaaVen."sa Jones concluded his defense of Jefferson, saying, "It
surely is, by this time, clearly seen, that to veligious wen, lr.
Jefferson has indisputably been the most ézaﬁui character, since
William Pesn,.,.. .7

Bver on the alert for decisive issups, the Federalist press
challenged Jeffevson's patviotism and conduct in office while extrolling

these same qualitics in Adams. In this way, Jefferson's opponenis

3?§§ﬁ§§&§£, Vovewber 21, 1800,
3B1p1a., October 7, 100,
opad. |
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obviously hﬁpad to form in the public's nind an image of Adams as
a dignified, capable statesman who was‘dedicateé to thé task of
efficiency in government, while portraying Jefferson as an uncouth,
ill~advised opportunist and vadical., However, the Republican press
again ably defended Jefferson's character and conduct, In early Aﬁguat
Saruel Pleasants, with tongue in cheek sarcasm, veprinted a devisive
editorial which had appeared previously in the Baltimore American

~and which declared, "Mz, Jefferson’s friends are no way umvilling to
c&mpara his canﬁuct as 8 statesman and a patviot, with that of Mr.
‘Adams, They ave ready to admit, that he hés sever cavned the praise

of the toriés or the Brirish, nor has he eshibited any predilection

for it, M never was found hardy enough to defend the British cone
stitution, oxr to hold fo#tﬁ that heap of absurdity and source‘of
oppression, as 'the most stupendous fabric of human {nvention'. 0

As was the custom of that day, smost of those who wrote letbters

_to editors for publication, signed their correspondence with psgudon&ms,
The plethora of aaénymaus, dexagatoxy lett&za concerning Jefferéon proved
to be es§eeial1y.ga11ing to Samuel Pleasante who was in obvious agree~
ment with the Baltimore Awerican whose editoxr had caustieélly asserted,
"the traducers of My. Jefferson have not had sufficlent addvess to cone

ceal their ignorance; they have totally failed in endeavoring to imjure

40,

irginia Avgua, August 8, 1800,
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his fair name; bui were they to give us their réal signatures, instead
( cf anonymous ones, they would succeed in rendering their characters
notorlous, not anly»fot being insignificant, but wicked calumniators.”&l
The concerted efforts of the Federalists in their campaign of
vilification against Jefferson begah to concern the Republicans, and in
cqnsequenég of this, several leﬁgthy. well-written defenses of Jefferson

began to appear in the Republican press. Among these was a defense

written by John Beckley with the cumbersome title, An Address to the

People of the United States with an Fpitome and Vindication Qf the Public
Life and Character of Thomas Jefferson. Samuel Pleasants used the entire

front page and a part of the second page of the Virginia Arpus early in

September to print this vindication of Jefferson and é§§é& his own
notation that the author of this tract had done an exc;iient job Min
xefﬁting the charges made against the moral, religious, and political
character éf Jefferson."2 Beckley, a staunch Jeffersonian, had had his
‘Address printed in pamphlet form and had distributed five thousand copies
of it in several shates; where the convincing logic of his mességa un-
doubtedly reinforced the convictions of the iéffersonian Republicans

and made many converts among Jefferson's Qppbnen:g,A However, by Beckley's
own admission, his pamphlét contained a few mipor inaccuracieg, and
Jefferson felt compelled to correct them at the expense of some credit

which the pamphlet had given him, %3

4lypig,
427p14,, September 2, 1800,

4BCunnmgham, Regubliéans In Power, p. 198; Dumas Maloné, Ordeal
of Liberty (Vol, IIT of Jefferson and His Time; Boston: Little, Browm,

and CO“ 1962), Ps 484,
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‘Until 1800 Virginia hed chosen its presidential electors by
district elections in which each district chose one elector, but in
- Januaxy of that jear, thé state legislature, which was controlled by
Jeffersonian Republicens, changeé this election procedure and provided
1n§eead for a state~wids election with one General Ticket.%4 The
result of tyis new system was to elect each elector om the basis of the
ma jority of state-wide votes, thus virtualiy assuring the Republicans
of sgcéesa.in electiqg their entire slate of candidates. The Federalist
~ press denounced this méneuver as dirty pol;tics and made an issue of it
inﬁtbat yeer's election.45 A month after the enactment of this legis-
15%10& Augustine Davis-urged 911"":@&1 republicans® to abstain from
voting under the General ribket Lav “which has vobbed the people of
tiue representatiou."45 Six months later in the week éreceding Virginia's
first alection under this law, Davis again attacked it most vehemently
and reported that Governor Monroe had appointed three election commis-
~aloners for each county., However, of these more than two hundred 4nd
forty commissioners, he continued, "it is not known or believed a single
commissioner hés been appointed who is not on.the side of Mr. Jefferson.
In one county where it is sald there dre scargely three persons in
favor of Mr, Jefferson, even in that county all the commissioners are

~said to be on his side, A selection so strongly marked with partiality,

éaCunningham, Republicans In Power, p. 145,
45

Exeminer, January 31, 1800,

46yirpinta Gazette, February 25, 1800,
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fills your plein well mesning countrymen with alarms."*7
Indeed, in epite.of the Republican efforts to defend and justify
the General Ticket Law, there was much truth in Federalist charges of
political chicancery, for Republican motives in effecting this change
in the procedure of the prestdential electicﬁ were glaringly obvious.
Undoubtedly, the Republicans were determined to prevent the election
of any Federalist on & local level by clearly identifying “the individ-

ual with the party."48
ELECTION PREDICTIONS AND RESULTS

The groundswell of popular support for Jefferson in 1800 soon
became apparent even to the Federalists, This trend was quickly seen
in the states which provided for the election of presidential electors
by their state leglslatures, for these states held thelr elections for
state governmené in the spring prior to the autumn presidentisl election.
Commenting on the NawlYotk election, Augustine Davis stated editorially
in May, “The Republican faction have carried every §oint at New York, . .
This result gives a dead majority to the Republicans in the State
Legislature; and ascertains the election of Mr, Jefferson to the Presi~

dency."bg

471p1d,, October 31, 1800.
a&Ammon. "Jeffersonian Republicans In Virginia," p. 162,

4yyyeinia Gazette, May 13, 1800,
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In August Samuel Pleasants predicted that Jefferson would receive
fivg;or six of Maryland's electoral voﬁes,sc but with growing signs of
strength, the Republican editors continued to caution their readers
against over-confidence. In mid~October Meriwether Jonmes urged all
Republicans to vote and exhorted, "It 4is hoped that the Freecholders will
turn out to a Man upon this occasion: no election was ever so 1mportan£
to the United States as the present: the efforis which the Republicans
have made, are about to be crowned wiﬁh success, and the man who with~
holds his vote upon this occasion, will indeed lose his share of glory;
THE VICTORY OF REASON AND TRUTH OVER ERROR." ! This advice was followed
by 8 1list of the electors who were pledged to Jefferson.

Four gays later Samuel Pleasgnte agreed with the editor of the

Aurora that Jefferson would receive two thirds of the "“whole vote of

the Unton," 2 but Meriwether Jones, in his determination to take nothing
for granted, again issued a plea sa'his readers for the elevation of
Jefferson to the Presidency three days before the state-wide primary and
 declared, "There are three chavacters held forth for your choice: Thomas
-~ Jefferson, Charles Cotesworth Pincknﬁy,‘and John Adams, Thomas Jefferson,
iﬁfiuenced by an enlightenéd estimate ofﬁhe value of clvil and relig;ous
1iberty, continues with unceasing efforts to combat for universal freedom
« » » » He is @ philosopher and a patriot -~ he must therefore be a

Republican.“SB Jones asserted that Pinckney was not only a royalist,

SOV1gginia Argus, Avgust 29, 1800,
5lpzaminer, October 17, 1800,

52V$rginig'Aggus, October 21, 1800,
33aminer, October 31, 1800.
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- but was actually under British influence, while Adams held ideas of
- 1liberty which were crude and erroneous with no confidence in the
virtue and improvemenﬁ of -the human race. 'You were the first to oppose
British tyrauny,” Jones proclaimed to his fellow Virginians, "you have
4been the first to oppose federal usurp?tion -= Let it be said that as
you have once saved Ameriga from a foreign yoke, you now save her from
domestic tyranny: by furn;shlng her with the man of the people for her
chief magistrace.“54 |
Virginia's popular election for presidential electors was held
the first Monday in November, which in the year 1800 was November 3, and
the following day the Examiner veported, "On the close of the Poll for

Electors of President and Vice-President the numbers stood as follous:

Adams  Jefferson

City of Richmond 69 a1
County of Henrico A3 217
112 298
112
Republican Majority 186+

The results of Virginia‘s election continued to pour into the state's
capital, but the final results from all districts was still unknown three
weeks later., On November 21, the Examiner reported the nearly complete

Crioteialedduid

results of Virginia's primary with 6,024 votes for Adams and 21,311 votes

Sh1psa. -
551534, , November 4, 1800.
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for Jefferson, The voting had been reported as light in almost aﬁery
diﬁttict,.anﬁ Jones observed that the voting was still thin, "but it is

believed that the frecholders upon this occasion, have turned out with

. more alacrity than 4t any former Presidential Electigg,”sﬁ Jones
ascribed ché‘light vote to the huge number of slaves and “particularly
to the contrasted right of suffrage in the cammbnweélth."

The Eieétcral College convene& in each state December 3, the first
Wednesday in the month, and the electors in Virginis cast their ballots
.unaammusly’fét'lefferson and Bur:.57 With peveral states reporting,
Samuel ?1eaa%nts declared December 12, "The Presidency is thus secured
to Mt@ Jefferson; énd therg is ﬁut little doubt, but that Mr, Burr will
be-Vica»Presidenttﬂss As tha'elaction‘tesulta.continuéd to come 1n..
Eepublicané became jubilant and’editoi Jones truimphantly ptcclalmed,
"écr eight years, the administration of the government of the United B
States, haa-beea'xetrograde to the genuine spirit of the Canstitutién;
and for three years past, an unrelenting spirit of imtolerance and
persecution has been manifeated’b} its adherents toward those who dared
oppose them. . . . The reign of terror however, is over, and: the dawn
of liberty and Union gladdags the heart of every Democrat, ;“;"59

The huge preponderence of votes for Jafiaraéu and Burr cléarly

indicated thebpeaples"rasﬁntment and dissatisfaction of the Federalist~

56314, , Nevember 21, 1800,

5ZExaminer; December 5, 18§0§ Virginia Gazette, December 5, 1800.
58yirainia Argus, December 12, 1800.

?9pxaminer, Decenber 16, 1800,
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controlled government end their equal concern at the threat to their
hard-earned liberty. Jefferson characterized this election as another
.revolution aend declaved, “"The revolution of 1800 was a real revolution
in the principles of our government as that of 1776 was in its férm;
not effected, indeed by the sword, as that, but by the rational peace=

able instrument of veform, the suffrage of the people."50

, 60Pau1 L. Ford (ed.), The Writings of Thomas Jefferson (New York: .
G. P, Putpam's Sons, 1892-1899), VIII, 21,




CHAPTER TWO

ELECTION OF 1804

Less than th?ee yvears after Jefferson's inauvguration as the

third preaifdem: of the United States, active pregparations and campaign=
ing fcz; the following election were launched by both the Federalists

and the Republicans. The issues were many and feelings ren high.
Controversy raged among the people and press of both pérties over
Jefferson's alteration of the federal judiciary system (referved to
v‘by the Federalists es an "attack on the courts"), i:he’remval of saveral
Federalist officeholders: by President Jeffersom, an& the purchase of
Louisiana, |

Under Jefferson’s administration the &lieﬁ and Sedition Acts

had been discarded and the Judiclary Act of 1801 had been repesaled,

thus depriving the Federalists of the positions of influence which liad
been created by Adams snd the Federalist-controlled Congress for the
apeeiﬁic purpose of )parpemamng Federalist control of government,
Moveover, in ovder to check the haughty, arbitrary rulings and shameful
political harassment directed agalnst the people and the Republican
party by the remining Federalist judges, Jefferson had asked Congrasé
to investigate the matter and to take such appropriate action as would
be within thefir 31:’3:1361:::‘:1:}::. Beveral incompetent judges were thus
removed from the bench by the process of impeachment while the AFeflax:-a list

press screamed that they were being wrsecuted,}“ The most notable

lyirginia Gazette, 1804 passim,
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of these trials was conducted throughout the greater part of 1804 and
involved Judge Samuel Chase whpae undignified conduct and flagrant abuse
of power had made him most dea;ised among the Republicans and the common
people, Althqugh Judge Chase was eventually acquitted, he and the other
Federalist judges who had prosti:uted theixr office for the sake of
politics had been sufficiently chastised and were never again to degrade
their positions with errogant, political harangues from the bench,?

Another issue raised by the Federalist press during the election
year concerned Jefferson's dismiasal of several Federalist offlcials
vwho were then replaced with Republicans. The Federalisﬁ press bitterly
complained of wholesale persecution ﬁhile the Republican press sneeringly
accuséd the Federalists of hypocrisy.3

The most discusséd issue of the day was the recent purchase of
Lbuigiana which the Pederalist press claimed was unconstitutional and
to which it pointed as positive proof of Jefferson's desire to set him-
self up as & monarch over his "privat:e.kingdon".4 The Federalists
realized that the purchase of this vast tract of land assured their
continued loss of political power and prestige, So alarmed were the
Federalists at this prospect that the leaders of this aristocratic party
were secretly conspiring in 1804 to detach the New England states and |
those of the upper mid-Atlantic region from the rest of the Union and to

establish their'own form of government.s This plan of secession may have

zslaude G. Bowers, Jefferson In Power (Boston: Houghton Miffliu
Co., 1936), p. 292,
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succeeded if the Federalist leaders had been successful in their attempt
later in the year to place Burr in the gubernatorial chai: of New York.

Thus the election year of 1804 was ushered in with lively partisan
debates and political discussions, but deépite the dire alarms voiced
by the Federalists, most Americans were well satisfied with the record
of Jafferson'é administration and were eager to re-elect him to the coun~

try's highest'post of honor.
EDITORIAL SUPPORT FOR JEFFERSON

The yesr 1804 was still in {ts first week when Samuel Pléasants
printed in the Virginia Argus an article which called for the establish-
ment of a nmational festival and holiday to celebrate the triumph of.
Republicanism over Federalism. This article, which was reprinted from

the Alexandris Expositor, spoke glowingly of Jefferson and declared,

"We conceive no day could be so proper for that purpose as the 4th of
March, as it would give the citizens of America, at once an opportunity
of exhibiting their detestation of the measures taken to prevent the
elevation of our Chief magistrate, by a faction distinguished more by
ambition than by probity." It was also asserted that such a national
celebration would allow the people to demonstrate "their joy at the
success cf'tepublican principles over that faction, in the elevation
of Mr, Jefferson, and their triumphal exultation, at the measures which

" have been so successfully adopted by the man of their choice.,,"6

6yirginia Argus, January 7, 1804,
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- Although this proposal failed to receive national adoption, the
Republicane in the individual states celebrated the anniversary of
Jefferson's inauguration with parties, banquets, dinners, and balls,
In Richmond a dinner in honor of Jefferson was held at the Bell Tavern,
and among those who attended were Governor Page, Chancellor Wythe, and
Doctox Foushee, &8 prominent Richmond citizen who was the preasident of
the toasting committee., Of the several toasts which were proposed and
drunk after the dinner, there was one to "The 4th of March ~-= The day
on vhich the will of thé people prevailed against the iIntrigues of
party and the schemes of ambition", and one also .to "Thomas Jefferson ~-

the patriot who merits public favor by promoting the public iggegest".7

The first of these tossts was followed by three gums, three cheers, and
the tune of Hail Columbia, while the other was followed by five guns,
three cheers; end Jefferson's March,®

Jefferson in 1804 was riding the crest of a huge wave of popularity
and was held in such high esteem that many of his supporters confideritly
predicted that the time would soon come when he would have no opposition.
The Virginia Argus voiced this high regard for Jefferson in an article
 printed shortly after the amniversary of Jefferson's inauguration, After
‘reviewing the aécomplishmants of Jefferson's administration, the prediction
was made that he would "inevitalbly convert his most inveterate enemies

into friends and honest republicans."g

71bid., March 10, 1804,
B1b44,
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A few days before the state-vwide selectlon of presidential
electors took place in NHovember, Thomas Ritéhia published an editerial
in his Richmond Enquirer calling on the citizens of Virginla to choose
the electors pledgea_to Jefferson and Clinton. Ritchie solemnly pro-
claimed that under Jefferson's administration "individuals have now
gained, what the govermment has lost, in influence. . . . The Alien
is subject now only to the superintendence of the law; and the press
is now, as it was, and as it ought eternally to be, privileged to dis-
pense its unsolicited criticisma on the measures of the government,'10

The Electoral College was scheduled to meet the £ifth of December
in 1804, and during the weeks preceding this event the Republican papers
nf.Richmond continued to extol Jefferson's virtues, Rditor Ritchie
informed his recaders in the second weel of November that Jefferson had
proposed a “humane and most enlightened' policy toward the Indian tribes
of Louislama. As proof of Jefferson's adroit handling of the Indilan
problem, Ritchie reported that the Osage Indians had visited Washington
and had established good relations with the govarnment.ll

Ritchie proved to be one of President Jefferson's most vigorous
defenders as 1s evidenced in his forceful charge?

The federallsts have tried every method to weaken the confi-

dence of the people in the administration of lMr. Jefferson.
They have scrupulously sifted every public measure in ghe vain

lgEnquirer, October 31, 1804.
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hope of finding some dangerous oversight. They have descended

into the recesses of his private conduct with tha expectation

of £inding those faults in the man which they had attempted in

vain to find in the public officer. But all their exertions

have proved abortive, By attempting to detract from the merit

of the President, they have only drawn forth more_ powerful

friends to defend him, Their desire to shew /sic/~him how much

they have disliked his adwinistration has ended only in shewing

/sic/ him how much he is beloved by his grateful countrymen.

An experience of more than three years has evidently demon~

strated how much he was worthy of the confidence which the people

had reposed in him, 8carce a single friend has deserted his

cause; while numbers of his former enemies have honorably _

acknowledged their mistake by enlisting under its bannexs,l2

The Vireinia Argus also reviewed the first three years of
Jefferson's administration with praise and recalled with amusement the
dire predictions of calamity which had been made by the Federalists upon
Jefferson's taking of office, The Argus then enumerated the many
achievements of Jefferson's administration among which were peace,: pros-
perity, freedom of speech and press, relief from taxes, the payment of
public debts, and the purchase of Louisiana.l3
Two mohths later the Argus took issue with those who were dig-

sat{sfied with the present gystem but who still desired to be known as
Rapublicans, "Wﬁat would you change?" asked the Argus, "How could
things be better? Do you want more taxes, more debts, less freedom of
speech and press? Dé you want war?"% Editor Plessants asserted that
the complaints of dissident Republicans were made ridicwulous after

examination, snd then, in answer to his own question concerning the

pn uirer, June 13, 1804,
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origin of the habit of complaining for bnothing, he patiently explained,
"You have been taught this tune of complaint by men who harbor princi-
ples far different from yours, principles truly opposed to republicanism,
and therefoxe opposed to the present administration, in short, princi-
ples of Monarchy, These men hate equal rights, hate tlie liberty of the
people, hate everything republ;{can,"lj

Jefferson's supporters had logical, forceful arguments in their
behalf, for his édmiuistration had confounded the Federalists' predic~
tions of chaos and ruin, The Federalists had only thin and foolish

arguments and no scruples.16

EDITORIAL ATTACK ON AND DEFENSE OF JEFFERSON

Although Jefferson was at the height of his popularity in 1804,
there were those vho did not share enthusiasm of his ardent supporters,
The PFederalist press had waged constant warfare on Jefferson since his
taking of 6ffice in 1801, and the forthcoming presidential election
afforded the Federsalists an opportunity to intensify their campaign
in an attempt to reoccupy the White House, In reference to the Federalists,
the Virginia Argus in June of 1804 described the division of political \
gsentiment in America as a separation of New England from the rest of thé

country and asserted that a geographic line set apart one area from which

154144,
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scurrilous abuse was vented upon public and private chéracter of the
other, In a pungent indictwent of the country's Federalist press it

. declared, “The foul production of these presses, it is presumed, have
never beén aqu&llﬁé in any age, in any country, under any government
since the art of printing was invented."}7 The specific incident which
had aroused the wrath of the Argus and which caused it in this June
issue to label the newspapers.of New England, and especilally those of
Connecticut, as the 'worst trash ever printeﬂ“ was an article printed
in the Bridgegart (Connecticut) Telegraph entitled "A Sale At Auction
of the President of the United States."” Written in dialogue, thi#
article purported to be an auction.at'which President Jefferson was
offered for sale. The auctloneer described him variously as a Republican,
a Dc@ncrat, and a Jacobin and‘statad that he thinks himseif wiser than
Washington, Adams, ox King Solowmon, Sarcastically stating that Jef-
ferson was an expert on govermment, the auctioneer ridiculed the recent
Louisiana Purchase and also ridiculed Jefferson’s views on religion.
Yhen only two shillings was bid the auctioneer put Jefferson away to
sell him another day when he had a better house, The Arpus reprinted
the article, declaring that its purpose for doing so was the sawme as
that of the Greeks who had exposed their drunken Helots to the view of
their children in ovder tc make them "loathe crime and secure them in

habits of tamperence."ig

17Virgini§VArgua, June &, 1804,
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This satirical bit of propaganda was typical of the low esﬁaem
in which the Federalists held the common man who they believed to be
incapable of 1ntelligent government participation or administration.
Echoing this fear that the elevation of the masses to political pro-
minence and h}gh governuent posts portended the destruction of the _

American Republic, the Virginia Cagette and Ceneral Advertiser somberly

admonished in August of 1804, "No republic of the many which have existed
have stood. All, have fsllen in the very: ssme way, and by the treach-
erous hand of the same hypocritical assassin, Democracy breeds
demagogues ; demagogues make and spread lies; these excite passions and
kindle the bonfires which light the republican first consuls to the
throne and the true patriot to martyrﬂom."lg The»idea axpréssed in
this quote was @ real fear to many Federalists who cherished the belief
that only the educated elite were capable of conducting the business of
government, ~In a4 voice of concern and apprehension for the safety of
the government the Cazette exhorted, "It becomes the federalists to be
nore tﬁan ever united and firm in order to save the country from ruin,"20
This apprehension for the safety of the government in Republican
hands was reflected In Fadéraliat charges of willful destruction of the

Constitution by the Republicens. The Virginia CGazette reproachfully

asserted in September of 1804 that the work of ruin was nearly completed

V9yireinta cozette, August 15, 1804,
201p3d,, Janvary 11, 1804,
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at the end of the f£irst Congress under President Jefferson. The army
and navy, it stasted, had been reduced to a nanme; the judiciai column of
the Constitution had been fatally levelled with the dust; the floodgates
of vice and iniquity had been opened with the repeal of the strict
'natufalization laws; and the system of internal taxes had been destroﬁed
so that the rich were no longer taxed.21 Ruefully the Gagzette declared,
“"Jefferson has . . . causéd the destruction of 1ibarty and riveted the
chains of despotism on us 122

In a sat;rical advertisement which impugned Jefferson and his
close association with Thomss Paine, the Virginis Gaagggg_p:oclaimed,
"News Constitutions Made -- Old Ones Repaired, Tinkered and Mended!" De-
scribing fepublicanism~as an "itch for popularity," this adveftisement
severély ecndahnad Paine's godlessness and cautioned any potentisl cus-
tameré that the high quality services offered here could be had only at
the shop bearing the authdrlzed sign on which was pictured a guillotine
with the words "liberty an& equality” inscribed below, The fifm‘s name
vas given as “Paine, Tinker, and Co., one and indivisible,"23

Political jealousies were also a large factor in the cqnéistent
opposition taken by the Eﬁderaliécé, and of these jealousies, perhaps
the longest standing and deepest rooted wés the political rivalry be-
twaen Masgsachusetts and Virginia. With Jefferson's victory in the elec~

tion of 1800 the honors of the Presidency had reverted to Virginia and

?11p4d,, September 19, 1804.
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created for Massachusetts chauvinists an intolerable situation which
steadily grew worse and chafed their wounded pride. The Richmond En--
m reported in 1804 that the Federalists still resented Virginia's
influefﬁce in national politice and were seeking to discredit Virginia by
A misinterpraiiug "every measure of Jefferson's administration to 'prove’
the ambitions of Virginia."y‘ ' Editor Ritchie clmrgéd that the Federal-
ists wanted either a dissolution of or a change in the present govern-
ment:*gs

This prevailing spirit of Massachussets’ jealousy was sometimes
used by the Federalists to mask their actual motives for their vehement
opposition to Jefferson and the Republican Party, Samuel Pleasents
emphasized this in the Virpinia Argus iwo weeks before the convening of
the Electoral Collega when he agserted that “under a pretense of a fear
of Vi.rginia, they [t:‘ha ?‘e&erslﬁetgj opposé. the spirit of a représentative
government, The majority, sccording to them, never will decide upon the
common :f.nt:er&mrt."z6

The magnitude of President Jefferson's support by the common
‘masse-a was indicated by his unofficial title "the man of the people."
However, the Federalists in the:ii: constant campaign to discredit )the.
Republican party, challenged this popular .etmcept' of Jefferson and
charged that thé Republican party would actually be a minority party if

the Congreasional representation based on slaves was removed. Referring

24pnquirer, July 7 and October 13, 1804.
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26}1:}33;&;&&;;@3, November 23, 1804,



. 38
to the proposed twelfth amendment sbout which the storms of controversy
were currently vaging, the paper in which this charge appeared sneering~
1y Veancluded, "if tﬁey are serious in wishing to amend the Constitution,

let them advocate this amendment or give the slaves their freedom."27

Samuel Plessants, editor of the Virginia Avgus, vigorously re=-
futed this charge \séith indisputable logic and statisticz. Polnting out
that of the 141 members of the present Congress, 105 were Republicans
while 6n1y 36 were Pederalists, he asserted that only 14 of these vepre-
sentatives were based on America‘’s 80,000 slaves, and that therefore,
aven without these 14 representatives, the Republicans would still com-
mand the Congressional majority by a vote of 21 to 26. 'Yet," he stated,
"we will hear of & 'megro president’' from men who pretend that there
are not sufficient rapublisah freemen in the United States to place Mr,
Jefferson in the chalr without sssistance of the black populetiori."zs
Then in a :countercharge:, Pleagante declared that Jefferson would have
won the Presidency in 1800 by a huge majority of votes if the Federalists,
who were then in power, had allowed the decemnial population census to
be taken before the election., It reasonéd that the large growth of
Republican astrength in the firvst ten years of the country's h_istary
would have drastically changed the composition of the Electoral College

in Jefferaon's favor.29

2Typ1d,, July 11, 1804,
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The Federalists, who were quite experienced in the art of dis-
torting the news concerning their Republican opponents, brazenly brought

~ charges of similar behavior against the Republican papers early in 1804.

In January of that year the Virzinis Gagzette and CGeneral Advertiser de-
ﬁounced the Republican press for mutﬁating the stétaments of various |
public proceedings ’ax:xd epecifically charged a Republican printer in
‘Lancaster who had said that he could not find room in his paper to

px;finz the Federalist bbj&x:tious to a bill wﬁich would extend the jurisg~
-éicticm of tha justices of the peace, ‘'The sam.apology,"’ it etated,
“wag made by some of a':he fratemmity for not publishing the letter of

Mr, Jones, explaining Mr. Jefferson's mode of paying debtg,"30

| The proposed Constitutional amendment of 1804 amie violent

bppaaition from the Fede?alists vho saw it as a device by which
Jefferson hoped to perpetuate himself in power., This swendment was
~designed to prevent a remsz:g'anéa of the fiasco which developed with

the presidentisl election of 180&; at which time, although everyone

knew the intent of the alémtural ecliege to assigu the Presidency to
Jafférsm end the Vice-Presidency to Burx, the equality of votes fér
each in thié augnsz'boﬁy threw thé election into the House of Representa~
tives where the _Pr?féfe‘ggg i{gcgm a. pawn in the "dirtest game of politics
ever playe&tb“?’x The. Republicans had hopaed for an early adoption of

this emendment, but dua‘ to Federalist opposition and the slowness of

393;.;@:1&. Cazette, Jonuary &, 1804,
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legislative proceedings, the Congressional vote was postponed a few
months shorﬁly after Congress convened in December of 1803, During
- this Interim, bitter debate and controversy raged in Congress where
Senator Uriah Trady served as champion aﬁd spokesman for the Federalist
camy,sz The Yirginin Gagette in reporting Republican reaction to. the
postponenent Qf'éangrQSﬁioual conaidézation of the amendment stated in
Janusry of 1804 that after the Republican leaders had had time to re~-
graupitﬁeir forces and srrange their future plsms they "will, no doubt,
be busy and endeavor after grester secrecy, By threaté, flattery and
the p#aapect of office, they will, if possible, make the paople sub~-
servient totheir own ambitious viawﬁ.“Eg |

The twelfth amanﬂm@ntlwes adopted in September of 1804 and with
its passage the ?éﬁéxaiist press focused its criticism om Jefféison‘s

motives for supporting this Comstitutional change, The Gazette took

the position that Jefferson may have outemarted himself as the amend-
ment could possibly work to the advaentage of the Fedarﬁlis&s, In a
caustic editorial of October 13, Augustine Davie dipped his pen in.
venom and wrote “That Mr, Jefferson is extreﬁaly anxious to holﬁAthe

- office, nobody douhts; and that he may have had this in view, in the
glreration of the Sanatitutiun, igs probable; but his cunning, as is
frequently the case, may defeat itself. The election will now be more

fair, and the will of the citizens be clearly shown,"3% 1In explaining

321p44., p. 255,
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his optimism, Davis predicted that Mr, Clinton, the republican nominee

for Vice-Prasident, could possibly become President, "Even in the state
| of Virginia,“ he elaimad,“.r « » there may be some who will be guided
by the love oé country, rathe;r than by local aﬁd selfish interests."?
Jefferson was often pom:réyad by the Federalists as a selfish,
amitiéus politicisin whose inconsistencies refivéct’:ed his determination
for political advancement, The Virginla Gazette vaised this allegation
‘afgain‘fwz weeks before the Elec't:.owl‘ Collega mamfbers ‘cas‘t i:himfit votes
by mmimiing ite readers that although Jefferson was running for pe-
election to j«x:he_ggqegidgﬁgy, he had x«}r:ltx:en a letter from France in 1787
in which he had bitterly opposed the Constitution without a mendatory
afatm of office. rotation, e had particularly advacated such a mandatory
mtj;atiien of the office of President and had espressed his belief that
without 'amﬁ a safeguerd, a man could be elected for 1life,.3® The Cazette
acidly ﬁ‘t-.ate&, “this 'feature of the constitution' which Mr, Jefferson
in 1787, not only disliked but greatly é&a;ikeé; *‘@ dare say, has now
lost not merely all this deformity which it 'thenhéé in his ayea, but
has become 80 fasciaéting that he cannot atione by aixfficien‘t admiration
for his former canaum,“w Asserting that the R@qulica'na only wished
| to preserve the offices which t:héy had wdm:‘vby fraud and sti:atagem, the
Gagetie mused that perhaps the reason for Jefferaon’a_advaaa@ in 1787

of 8 mandatory rotation of office was due to Washington's popularity

BSM N
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which Jefferson feared might keep him in the Presidential office for

the reat of his life, thereby preventing Jefferson f£rom ever acceding

to that honor.

The Virginia Gagette also attacked the inconsistency of Jefferson'a

" nephew and son-in~law, John Wayles Eppes, and recalled that as a candidate
for Congress, he had bledged to help amend the Constitution so as to

limit all presidents to one four year term. ¥Yet, it reported, he was

one of the 110 mamberé of éangresa who had voted unanimously that
Jefferson should be dlected a second time. In sarcasm the Gazette

exclaimed, "Ch, the loveliness of truth and consistency."3%

President Jefferson's increase of federal galaries in 1802

~ also wet with sharp criticism of the Federalists who cited this as one

more instance of Jefferson's inconsistency, The Virpluia Gazette re-
called that Jefferson and the Republican party had termed the increase
of salavies by the Federalists in 1799 as an "unpardonable sin and the
road to bankruptey.” However, it observed, at that time the wax wiﬁh
France had forced an increase in prices, and therefore a wage increase
was needed, Conversely, the Gazette maintaineé, in 1802 peace reigned
and a pay iaiserwaﬁ unjustified, This editorial concluded that al-
though the pay raises of 1802 were prgised by the Rzpubiicans, they

were really raises for selfish aaasanswsg

381p1d,, October 27, 1804.
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With Aaron Burr's fall from grécerthezgepublican party in 1804
nominated for Vice-Prasident George Clinton of MNew York, whose polite
ical ability had been proved in his}seven terms of gubernatorial offfce‘
in that state.éo When Clinton's name first began beilng mentioned for
the post, the Federalist press gleéfully'pounaed upon thils as another
example of inconsistency among the Repuhlicans and quoted Clinton as
having said iﬁ the prasidengial campaign of 1800 that he haﬁ.“lbng
entertained an unfavorable opinion of Mr. Jefferson's talents as a
statesman and his firwness as a t&publicanJél Developing 1ts theme
further, the Gazette reported Clinton as having also said that Jefferson

was an “éccamma@gting trimmer, who would change with the times and bend
to circumstances for the purpose of personal promotion,”

The Gagestte asseried that as a wesult of his low apinioé of Jef-
ferson in 1800, Clinton had disavowed him and had declaved that he could
not with propriety Yacquiesce in the elevatlon of a man destitute of the
quaiificatians eggenﬁiai to the good aémini&tratian of the government,"
On the oﬁhér hand, he was sald to have announced that 1if Burr were to |
be the céndiéat@ for the Presidency, then he [Eiintqéfﬁwnuld aupport him

with "pleasure and vigar."éz

In anotherattack three days later the Virginia Gazette noted
that elinﬁaﬁ'éhﬁaﬁpﬁrt&rs had for years attacked the Pederalists as

"oicked calumnators.” Editor Davis plously enclaimed that the Federalists

&%m:em, Jefferson in Power, p. 257,
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had pever spoken wore harshly of Jefferson than had Clinton. In‘xeferJ
ence to Governor Clinten's statement of disavowal in 1800 Davis asked,
"Does it not indeed amount in plain language, to saying that he |
jﬁéfférso§7lwas an unprincipled villain who would achieve his own per-
ponal aggrandizement at the price, if necessary, of his country's rudn?
I think in all conscience this is‘speaking 111 enough of anyone; it is
not very easy to represent a man in much worse light than his excellency
has Mr; 3,143

Concerning Jefferson later in the month of January, the Virginis
Gazette reported that some democrats [ﬁkpublicanﬁ?tbalieve that Jeffer=-
son had agreed to leave Monticello and becowe President in oxder to save
the cnuntr?, but, contended the Gaaétte, nothing was further frvom the
truth, "No man is wmore ambitious and vain," it charged. "It will be
seen, ﬁhat,he and Governor Clinton, will be candidates for the next
gleetian for their réppective offices, while they with great grimace,

will profess to 'humble themselves before the magnitude of the undertake
ing.,! Those who have their own designs to answer, sacretiy laugh at all
this; but they contimually cry in public, gggmgggmgg~§ggnggg2;g}ﬁa

In a spiteful "lafense' of Jefferson's decision to run again, the
Virginia Cazette suggested that after all, perhaps he had been éal&@iﬁgd
by the political leaders of Virginia in such a way that he caﬁldn't rew

fuse to run. And, the Gééétté'added, if this was the case, then Jeffer~

églhid‘, January 14, 1804,
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son had b&eg a good cholca, for '"he is easy to canﬂral'"&5 Other pos~
sible Yreasons" given in this editorial for Jefferson's reversal of his
former position included a probable desire to besat Adams' record of only
four years® occupancy of the White House and his determination to keép
the state of New York from sharing in éheAprasidential honora. "The
" pretensions of New York," the Cazette ailega&,-?&r& not to be télerated,"
and in an obvious taunt at Jefferson's wide travels and veysatile educa-
tion it added, "Mr. Clinton may defend a hillock on the Hudson, but he
would make a soxyy figure at Peydido, on the rivai Mobile. He never
saw, in all his life, a mountain of salt 180 wiles long and 45 ﬁide; nox
dogs he know to what genus thé frog with three horns belongs,  « Jefs .
arscn,hﬁﬁ po personal objection to Mr, Clinton, buﬁ thinks that é man
who had been only up and down the North River, and conversant only with
Dutch falka, would not duly 'humble himself before the magnitudé of the
undaratanéing’.“&ﬁ

Ironlcally, Jeffeison had not wanted to seek re-election, but he
felt honor bound to do so, Expressing his feelings in a letter to
Phillip Mazzei, he wrote, "'The immeﬁaa lcad of tory’calumni@sfuhieh:
have been manufactured respecting me, and have filled the European mar-
ket"jihvg?'madm 1% necessary 'to appeal once more to my euéatry for

justification'. wh?

&?Bawarg,,3a§feraog in Power, p+ 237.
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In a countercharge of inconsistency leveled against - the Fedetélw
ists, the Richmond Enquirer quoted the Public Ledger, a Federalist
paper of Norfolk, as deploring the abolition of the districting
system in Virginis and the introductian in 1800 of the General Ticket

7 Law,*8

This law, which was sevexetyccndeﬁna& by the Federalists,
changed the method of selecting prasiﬁanti$1>e1actérs 80 as to base the
selection of eachveléctor on a state-wide réther than a_ioéal elecﬁion.'
The Enquirer obsexved that Mﬁasachu#atta,haé adopted a simlilar system,
but that the Federalists criticiszed only Virginia«‘ "Does Federalism
sanctify whatever it touches?” asked the Enéuirer, "Can thét policy
be perfectly republican in the Federal étate of‘massauhuaetts, wﬁich'
marks the reabtdb of the Virpinia legislature with the msst‘oépressiva
usurpation and ty;anny»2"49 |

President Jefferson's personal honor and integrity were also
regularly aasaiiad by the Federallst preas which constantly denﬁuncea
him for a}leged dishonesty in the éléctiad.oﬁAisﬁﬂg The Virginla Cazelis
renewed this charge during the impeachment trial of Justice Samuel Chase,
and cglia& to its reaﬁars"a:tenﬁioﬁ that the President of the United
Staﬁes, as well as a judge, was subject to ahe-"inﬁerpcsition of the
Constitutional power of the House" and assevted that the same écrt of
evidence which reguired the Euusa to inguire into the activiglies of

Judge Chase should alszo #ausa an inquiry into those of Jefferson, “Acw

5 X
Enquirer, Wovember 7, 1804.
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cusations of a most serious import, have long since been made against

‘President Jefferson,” declared the Gagzette, “and public rumor has

charged him with eff&n&és, which, if trua,.eught not only to forfeir

to him the confidence of ihe people, but $ubjecﬁ him to the severest

pumiéhmeut’%ﬁiﬁhhaur laws inflict upon thelmaat daring cu}prita,"ge

Among - the charges against Jefferson listed by the Camette wexe that'he

had dismlizsed from office many devoted public servants and replaced
them with “eringlog sychophants"; that he had bought the presidency

as 1f at auction} end that he‘haﬂ violated the Constitution in order

to punish his enemies and xewérdbhi3 friends (this in reference to the

recall of Adams' "widnipht! appointments), This pape;Aaontended that

Jefferson had been told of these charpes but had vemalned silent, The

Cazette proclaimed, "A glorious opportunity is now afforded to the

King of our new gitizen &ﬁbgaata, to prove the malignity of his enemies,

and the falsehood of the ¢harges, that havg been wmade against him. PR

1f Jefferson fails to demand an invastigatiea of hiﬁaalf the world will

suspect that he feels a conviction of his guilﬁg“sl |

The Virginia Gagette also charged that Mr, Edwund Randolph in
testifylog before Cﬂégzess on the proposed twelfth amendment. had
stated that he was indifferent as to whether intrigue played a part in

the last election and had said that he did pot want to be enlightened.

sa?g:ginia Gagette, February 29, 1804,
Plipia,

et o
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"If Mr, Jefferson became President by the medium of inttigue, or was
likely to have been 6epriv&a of that honor by the arts of a deeper
intriguer,” aémmanted the Gazette, "the different actors in the presi~
dential game ought all to be searched out, and o receive that punishe
ment which their treachery merited;”ﬁz whis, the paper maintained, would
be better. than maling a patchwork of the Céﬁatitution by ite constant
amending as “seems to be the trend under the present ruling party‘“gs'

Other specific charges made by the Gagette weve that Jéffe%scn
‘iﬁ his inaugural 3geﬁch.ha& madeibriliian& but iﬂ&iﬂcsra*px&misgsg
that he seeméd determined to banish "the hammony of social intexcourse”
from society; that he had wasted public woney in various unwise ar‘éisw
honest anﬁeipxisea; and that his Ipaugural Speech formed a text “on
which hia conducﬁ>ia a comment, as unbeconming an individual, and in-
compatibla with goodness of heart, as unworthy a chief magistrate, and

rulnous to the interests of the nation. "%

Many frivolous and transparent uharggs wéra brought against Jef~
feraoﬁ by tkarpreas during this election year. The Riahmsﬁdenguirer
_reported in November that the Federalists had tvied to smear Jefferson's
name by claiming that he wrote an aduldtory petition tm.King~Gﬁargé IIX
in 17?5§ The Epguirer vetorted that the petition had &cﬁualiy been
| gent By Congressand had been drafted by John Dickinson. The unaﬁimity

of its approval, it said, was necessary to effect a last attempt at peace~

5?zé;§,, February 1, 1804.

P1pg.
S4es44,, August 11, 1804,
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ful conciliation with a good conscience, Disdainfully thekEnguitgg
declared, "The licentiousness of the federal presses, has produced
a development of his [3§fferseuﬁ§7 character, which as it unfolds,

only exhibits more wisdom, move virtue, and more patriotism, "33

Also under Federalist attack was Jeffarspa’s behavior at the
Capitol when the bakers of Washington pr@sanﬁadvhim with a mammoth
loaf of bread and some casks of wine, The Jirginia Arpus. quoted from

the Boston Repertory. that Jefferson had “speeringly eompared the un-

hallowed bread and wine which were the subjects of his disgraceful
entertainment, to the sacred symbol of our Redeemer's ﬁa'cxi.ﬁ,imo“%
This Boston paper termed the inciéenﬁ am'"shocking“ and stated, "we
tremble when penning it." The Arpus disgustedly vefused to insult
its rﬁaﬁeré’ inteiliganca with a comment on this vile mharge,

Jefferson's handling of tha»aituatiﬂn in Tripoll was also fair
game for the Federaiists whose eager zeal for fault finding led them
to criticize even Jefferson's manners at official part1e9157

The Louisiana Purchase of 1803 was a major object of attack by
the Pederalist press in tha pre-election campaign of 1804. The ?eﬁaral*
Cists &epiet&& this area as Jefferson'’s pégsonal kingdon and offe?ed it

g8 an exampié of his personsl aggfan&izament at publie expense, The

Virginia Gﬁz@ttg acridly lamented, 'The constitution has no longer an

’ in&ap&nﬁant'judiciazy for a bulwark; the president, who alone dictates,

- - | .
Ségnguirer, Novewber 3, 1804,

Sﬁvir inia Argus, May 2, 1804,

S?Ibi&,, Hovember 24, 18043 and Virpinia Gazette, February 4, 1804,
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and whose will is as little obstructed as that of Tiberius was Sy the
cypher senate of Rome, has an empire of his own bought indeed with pub~
lic money, but as much a province for an ambitious chief to gain
- sﬁrength in, ag ancient Géul was for Cuesar,'>®

The Federalists'cleverly solicited support from the common -
people by alleging that the money for the pﬁrchasa of this western ad-
junct was to be ralsed by dutieé on salﬁ, browh sugar, bobea tea, and
molasses, articles which were used mostly by the poor and middle classes
of people.s9 Any pretext would serve as a ground for complaint as is |
seen in Federalist charges thét the English ‘language would be considered
a "barbarous dislect" in Léuisiana vhen that section was admttted.to

the Union and that this vast area would be impossible gq-conﬁrol and
7 administer.60

President Jefferson was also ridiculed by the Federalists for
his declaratiﬁn'of the existence of a mountain of salt in Louisiana
which could be used for commercial purposes, In a campaign of ridicule
the Federalists sought to discredit Jefferson through chérges of creéﬁ*
lity and naivete in the issuance of such a statement. The press, as
usual, divided sharply along party lines intheir ridicule and defense
of Jefferson on this issue., In support of Jefferson's claim the
Virginia Argus early in February printed an extract from & letter

written to the Philadelphia Gazette by a "respectable gentleman" in

38yirainia Gazette, August 15, 1804,

| 591&1&., September 29; 1804,

601p4d., June 6 and September 8, 1804,
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New Orleans. The letter, which was dated January 1, 1804, stated
in part, "The déscription of the salt mountain so precisely ascer-
tained in {ts dimensions, 1 perceive, makes you smile, You may,
however, be assured, :ﬂ;t~there is an im&ense tract of country, between
the heads of the Arkanza and Osage rivers, abounding in rock salt and
1f we can credit the reports of Indians of that quartér, and the hunters,
thera are large hills pf i, I am firmly persuaded, there must be great
many miles of territory, if not a solid bed of salt, at least full
mines of it,"61

With the passage of each week the Federalists continued to

laugh and jeer at “Jefferson’a galt mountain," thereby prompting Repub-
lican partisans to write letters to the various editors of the press
in defense of Jefferson. One such 1ettex, signed "Republican Farmer"

and printed i{n a March issue of the Virginis Argus, cleverly satirized

the situation and subtly ridiculed the Federalists for their stand on
" this issue, "The account of Louisiana, communicated by the Ptesident;

has for some weeks kept the Federalists grinning most facetiously,"

commented this correspondent. "The mountain of salt, described in that
communication, has almost ovarpaw&red them vith 1aughter and “the minor
wits among our Connecticut Editors have devoted their papers aimoat ax=

clusively to the burlesque of Mr., Jefferson's salt mountain. . . .

6lyirginia Arpus, February 8, 1804,
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Thus, while the federalists laugh at wisdom, and are laughed at for
their folly, we become a merry nation, and the inference is, a happy
one."éz In refuta;ion of Jefferson's claim of a salt mountain, the

Virginia Gazette published an extract of a letter from an explorer in

Kentucky who wrote that the only salt in Loulsiana was a "lick" similiar
to those found in Kentucky, He reported that this lick has been formed
‘by a salt spring at the bottom of a hill and that a layer of salt from
eight to fourteen inches in thickness had been encrusted on the rocks.
The largest pilece of salt he had seen was a chunk weighing four hundred
pounds which came down the Missourl River the previous year.63
In answer to Federalist charges that the territory of Louisiana
’wés a worthless, barren wasteland, Ritchie wrote an editorlal which
he published in the Richmond Enquirer end in vhich he expounded the
economlic advantages and benefits of this virgin territcry.64
The real reason for most of the Federalist opposition to the
annexing of Louisiana was the well-grounded fear that this area would .
be settled by the common people who would thus increase the political
strength of the Republicans while subsequently decreasing Federalist
influence toc a point from which it could never rally. kHowever, the
attitude of the average citizen toward this snnexation was raflécted

by the Virginia Argus vhich praised Jefferson for its peaceful acquisi~

tion and exulted that all nations had previously used force to acquire

621044, , March 10, 1804.

Am—-

63Virginia Cazette, May 16, 1804,

GAEnguirer, July 14, 1804,
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new territory with a resultant loss of life and limb and the engendering
of 11l feelingg. "But In this instance," it exclaimed, "the balance
has been poised, and nothing has been found wanting."65 Editor Pleasénta
believed that this was a joyous occasion which called for thanksgiving
to God and a reconcillation of party differences. ‘'Let not the moderate
Pederalists be led astray by a few interested men;" he exhorted, ﬁlet
them not reject the cup when it is at their 1ip; but cheerfully drink
with their fellow citizens the beverage of joy, and treaﬁ with contempt
that man or set of men who would persuade them that Thomas Jeffersbn or
 that the administration is their ememy. Let the American people, in
short, banish party spirit and become once more soclable and happy,"56

Jefferson, as has been noted earlier, drew severe eriticism

from the Federalists for his removal of several of their brethren from
mfiicé upon his becoming President, The Virginia Gazette was especially
outraged aﬁ the replacement of one Richard Harrison with Edward.iiving-
ston in the post of District Attorney of New York, Harrison, it stated,
had servéd fourteen years in this post with the strictest integrity and
had proved himself "most trustworthy," Qu the other hand, the Gazette
indignantly charged, Livingston last November had "confessed judgment for
ONE HUNDRED THOUSAND DOLLARS for publickmonies [51icT vhich came into his
hands by virtue of his office, and have been applied to his own private

usa,"67

65Virginia Argus, February 8,‘1804.

661p1d,

57Virginia Cazette, January 11, 1804,
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The Gazette asked if Livingston had repaid the moﬁey and asked who
would 1f he could not -~ the public or Jefferson? Then, in a
pointed, embarrassing question directed at President Jeffersom it
asked 1f Jefferson would have replaced Harrison with Livingston 1f the
management of his estate had been involved instéad of the posﬁ of New
York.Attorney,68 | |

Referring to Livingston again a few months la:ef, the Virginia
Cagette reported that he not only had falled to make restitution for
the stolen money, but that he had fled the country. The "Jacobin"
press, the Cazette noted, were as silent as the'grave, and it wondered .
at the certain uproar which would have been made by these same papers
1f Livingston had been @ Federalist.6?

Tauntingly the Gazette recalled that J@fférson had justified
his removal of Federalists from office with a declaredvnecessity of
fi1lling these offices with better men, and that he had admonished that
the same fatelwas in store for any Republicans who were £ound;guilty

of impropriety, Now, crewed the Gazette, addition to Livingé;on there

was also Mr. Gallatin, who, as Secretary of the Treasury, had prostituted

the influence of his high office to promote party.elections¢ ’Yet, §b~ |

served the Gagette in feigned wonderment , “Galiatin remains in office,"70
All of this would seem to indicate that Jefferson h#d enacted a

policy of wholesale dismissal of Federalist officeholders. On the con-

681,44,

691L4d,, September 15, 1804.

it gt

"01b1d., September 5, 1804,
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trary, however, Jefferson had no concrete or definite policy on the
matter, and instead he treated each case individually on a day to

day basls as each case arose.71

In truth, Jefferson actually diemissed
only a very few of the army of Federalist officlals which he found upon
his accession to the Presidency, However, even these few dismissals
were too many for the Federalist press which immediately raised cries
of "persecution”, Jefferson noted this carping criticism in a letter
which he wrote to his friend, du Pont de Nemours, almost a year after
his taking of office and in which he expressed with some irritation
that although he had dismisged only twenty~one of the thousands of
Federalist affice~h01dérs who occupled government posts when he was
inaugurated, "“the whole herd have aqealeé out as if all their throats
were cut,"72

The Richmond Enquirer sprang to Jefferson’s defense and vindica-
ted his policy of office removala, 1In an article reprinted from the
Norfolk Ledger the Enquirexr quoted the crux of Fadaraiist arguments oﬁ'
the matter of personnel replacement. "As there is no part of Mr. Jef-
ferson's conduct which is éc much dreaded by his adherents,'" had charged
the Norfolk paper, "they are anxious to conceal it from the public. The
system he has pursued, so incémpatibla to his inaugurai speech, deserves
to be exposed, And as facag'are the best mode of procuring ccnvictio#;

we consider it as a duty of the Editors of Federal papers to enumerate

7lcunningham, Republicans In Power, pp. 69-70.

72?0:&, The Writings of Thomas Jefferson, VIII, 38,
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all removals from office within their knowledge . , . .73 Tyera fol~ _
lowed a list of removals and chebcharga that these had all Seen made
before the occupants of office had been given a chance to show cbopera-
tion with Jefferson and his administration. The Enquirer answered that
Jefferson's administration should be judged by three standards: fiést,
by the policy and practice of the precedingkaﬁministratiaﬁ; second, by
the principles of Jefferson's inaugural speech; and third, by the ab~
stract.maxims of a Republican government. Editor Ritchie expressed
the wish that the duty of vindicating Jefferson ha& fallen {nto more
capable hands, but added, ". ., . it is almost unnecessary to offer any |
apology. When truth fights under his bamners, even the powers of a
very feeble champion may éometimes commsnd success,"74% Ritchie then
charged that the previous administration had allowed no man in office
who did not agree with the political principles of Adams. "But," he
declared, "such is not the policy of the present administration. Mr,
Jefferson does not appear ﬁaaiﬁéua of confining every office to his polit-
ical ffiends. His cbject‘seems to bé, to give them not a complete but a
proportionate share of official emolument and influence.“75

Jefferson héd termed as reasonable the Federalists' desire for
proportionate reﬁresaptation in official posts but xejoined»chat only &

continuation of office monopoly would satisfy tham.76

7’Richmcﬁd Enquirer, November 17, 1804,

Poypeq,
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T51p44a,
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Pollard, Presidents and the Press, p. 78.
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The recall by Jefferson of several "midnight sppointments' made
by Adams was ancther cause for vituperation by ﬁhe_Federalist press.
The Virginia Arpus replied to these charges and asserted that candor
‘would “decide that if Mr, Adams was so distrystful of his successor,
Mr. Jefferson could not be much to blame for refusing to cohfim acts
prompted by such distrust; and if the former designed to throw obstacles |
in the way of the administration of the latter, it was no part of duty
or propriety to suffer them all quietly to i’emain."n Even so, declared
the Argus, Jefferson did allow some appointments to stand even though

t:hey» were based on these motives.
ELECTION PREDICTIONS AND RESULTS

i.eas' than a weék before the state-wide selection of presidentisl
electors was to take place November 5, the Richmond papers fervently
exhorted and advised the vﬁte:rs of Virginia, The Richmond Enguirer in
solemn tomes reminded its readers that the electors were “destined to
speak the volce of the Republic," and admonished that only the "most

"8 giaring that the

competent with pure iﬁtegrity should be elected,
choice was between the system developed under Washington and Adams and
that developed under the present "illustrious" President, the Enquirer
asked, "Which of these systems, then, are you willing to adopt? 1Is it

that system which is modelled upon the policy of the ancient monarchies

T?Virgiﬂia Argus, March 24, 186#.
78};1;:};@;34 Enquirer, October 31, 1804,
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" of Europe, or rather upon the maxims of the British constitution? or
will you have that system, which is more congenial to the physical con-
dition of our country, and the spirit of our people?“79

Two weeks later, the Virginia Gazette addressed those who had
been selected to the Electoral College and admonished them on the
4mportance of their forthcoming choice for President, but, as was ex~
pected, its advice was totally different from that given earlier by
the Enquirer. Lamenting the obvious po;éulaf groundswell for Jefferson,
the Gs:ette.se}.enmify intoned, "Men of common hones ty cannot but view
_the present crisis with painful anxzfety." Resignedly Editor Davis
| conceded that Jefferson and Clinton were destined for office, but he
: hc-fied fervently that a ma jority of the electoxrs, “regretting the sad
and miserable effects of a weak administration, will declare for
GOVERNOR chms and by placing him in the chair of the Chief Magistry,
give us a man possessing courage, integrity, and principle.“go

The day before the convening of the Electoral College, the
Richmond Enquirer confidently predicted that the Republicans would win
ev}ery, state except Connecticut and Delaware with a total vote of twelve
electors and also possibly two votes from the state of Maryland, It also
raporte& 2 rumor that the Federalists may admit defeat and refuse to run

any candidates,®l

SOW.E inia Gazette and General Advertiser, November 14, 1804,

8131(:1:::30:191‘ Enquirer, December 4, 1804,
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Two days later the R@cﬁﬁcnd Enquirer reported that all the elec-
tors for the state of Virginis had convened the previous day in the

Capitol at ten o-clock and had voted unénimusly for "Thomas Jefferson,

of Virginia, as President, and George Clinton, of New York, as Vice-

President,"S?

Due to the lack of rdpid communications, the final vote was not
known until January of 1805 when Kentucky's votes were finally received
" to make the total vote 162 for Jefferson and Clinton and 14 for Pinckney
and King.sa This overvhelming vote for Jefferson astounded aven his |
most ardent supporters, for not only had he won the expected Republicaus
districts, but also the Federaiist,‘igtrongholds of Massachusetts and
Connecticut, The Virginia Argus jbyously' exclaimed that the Federalists
could have no excuse whatsoever now for referring to Jefferson as a
“Negro President" and tauntingly declared,

Had the all important choice been left to New England, the
land of virtue and talents; nay, had ®ven Massachusetts, the
very “"headquarters of sound principles,” heen intrusted /sic/-
with the gsole power of appointing a President for the United
States, the men on whom their dndivided cholce would fall, is
Thomes Jefferson, "Those who have turned the world upside
down," in the scriptural sense, have overrun “Old Massachusetts
with heg hundred hills." And Comnecticut, foo, must at last
submit, 4 : : .

President Jefferson's second inauguration was celebrated by his

supporters in Richmond at the Esgle and Washington Taverns where ban-

quets were given in Jefferson's honor. Dr. William Foushee and Alexan-

82yp1d,, Decenber 6, 1804,

83y_;mr&ini&:A;gua,‘ianuary 19, 1804,
841p4d,, January 30, 1805, '
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der McRaé, Esq, presided as toastmasters. Among the seventeen toasts
drunk in honor of the President was a toast to the "Dgy which gave us
& Republican Admini;stration_, it deserves to be inscribed in the National
Calendar of our Feasts." This was followed by three cheers end a maxch,

A toaét to "Thomas Jefferson -~ How sink the unhallowed crown of Bonaparte

and the Hoiz 011 of the Pope, before this tried and unanointed Man of

the American People" drew nine cheers and was followed by Jefferson's -

march.8§
'Thus, in spite of vicious, virulent opposition, Jefferson was re-

elect:e& in 1804 by an astonishing landslide amid which the humiliated

- Federalists made even more dire predictions of catastrophe and:ruin for

the country in the coming four years.

851p4d,, March 6, 1805.



CHAPTER THREE
ELECTION OF 1808

In 1808 President Jefferson was no%ibnger the untarnished idol
that he had been in the election of 1804, 3@ was not a candidate
for re-election to the Presidency in 1808, but nonetheless, Jefferson
and policies of his administration furnished the basis for many heated
arguments an& hotly contested issues in this election,

' Due to British and French belligerence, Jefferson had been forced
to adopt some unpopular but necespary maasuxesAwhich gave rise to severe
cirticism fgdm both friends and foes alike, The most widely felt of
thesge measures was the Embargo Act which prohibited Amexican shippers
from engaging in internatiomal trade, thereby causing much unemploy-
ment and depriving American citizens of many necessities and conveniences
to wvhich they had become accustomed, Aside from those eritics who honestly
- questioned the necesaity of such a drastic measure as the Embargo, were
those vho found that their patriotism was groportionat& to their comfort,

Aﬁother matter of great public interest in 1808 was the Investi-
gation of James Wilkinson and his part in Burr's abortive conspiracy.
At his trial in Richmond thé previous year, Burr had been acquitted
on & technicality. Nonetheless, John Randolph, who served as foreman
of the jury at Burr's trial, was deterxined to bring‘ta justice Burr's
most promineat co-consplrator, James Wiikigson who had served as the
Commander In Chief of the United State Army under Weshington, Adams and

Jeffersau;
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~ The subsequent investigation and trial vas accompanied by
a; bitter, lively feud between Wilkinson and Randolph, during the
course of which the }attéx: refused a challeng,q.éo duel with the former
m the grounds that Iz?ilkiixsou was no ééz%tlemn.l Due to f;l‘m publicity
given by the press, thié altercation eeased‘ to be private and developed
.int;a an affair of national interest wﬁich the Pederalists hopefully
regarded asg a péséfbie source of énﬁagrtassmem; for President Jefferson.
The most dominsnt development in Virginia polities of 1808 was
a temporary split in Virginia's Republican party, occaaioned by the
| fervent supporters of Virginia's Apresidential hopefuls, Madison and
Monroe, This split indicated the existence of deep, fundamental
digfereace.vi'thin the Republican Party of Virginia and was theréfora
much more serfous than the fact:imai split led by John Hando‘lpbi two years
previously. However, the Pederalists of Virginis derived little confort
from this intra-party controversy, for although the bitterness formed
at this time between Madison and Monroe was to last until 1810, the
quarreling fsctions of their party were to become reconcuiled and re~

united before the Aeiectitm in November of 1898.,2 '
EDITORIAL SUPPORT FOR JEFFERSON

Although Jefferson was mot a candidate for office in 1808, his

FPederalist opponents continued to attack him and his administration

IBowez:s, Jefferson In Pmer, p. 451,

zAmcn “James Monroe and the Biecticn of 1808 in Virginia," p. 40,
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thi‘cughnut the year with eriticism vhich was widely divergent and
aféén contradictory. | Noting the :!.nébns’sisteney of their argumeni:é,
Samuel Plessants cmnkéd editorially in late May that no natfonal
golicy would please the opponents of Jefferszon's aéministtaéian}, a#
some favored var while others were pacifists; some felt that the present
administration was too assertive while others thought it too patient;
and some favored France while others favored Britain., "Amidst these
conflicting opinions of his enemies,” Pleasants assured his readers,
“the illustrious Jefferson calmly pursues the “ever tenor of hiz way',
"and wili soon, like the sun, when apprecaching to his setting, with a
parting beam dispel the ¢louds which in vain attempt to obscure his
spiéndcr*"g '

,Plaaam.nté was admittedly partisan to Jefferson but stgived con~
scientiously to avold any appearance of adulation in ﬁis editorials,
Expressing his hope that no one woﬁl& mistake his appraba;:ion for
favning obeisance, Pleasants had declared earlier in the year, "Con
vinced, as we are, that the administration of ma@s .fefferscm had al~
ways bheen u;:r:ight: &nd‘ganriotic; that it haa béen comim:tad with the
purest intentions of promoting the public welfare, on every occasion;
and that, generally, if not always, -its mé&mmg have i:eeu ag wise as
the imperfection of the humen _intéilect vould permit; we hope we are
not guilty of the servile offense of flattery in vindicating snd de-

fending such an e&miziiai:m tion from unfm;ﬁdeﬁ abnsa.“.‘z"

32?3.2 inis Arpus, Februsry 19, 1808,
%1b4d,, May 20, 1808,
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Republicans everywhere offered their explanations of the Poder~
alists’® true motives in their implacable oppusition to Jeiferson's admine
istration and aimost alwvays attributed their criticism to sellish, ulter-
ior motives. Seeking to analyze the Fedevalist criteria of criticiss,
Savuel Pleasants offerved his own explanation and speculated on the
future of Pederalism in a June tasue of Ehé“vifﬁiﬁig Arzus vhen he com=
wented, Yer. JOME Q. ADAMS is called a TURNCOAT by the Pederalists,
because he no longer disapproved of My, JEFFERSON'S sdministration,
It would seem, frow this, that Federalism consists in no settled princie
plés, but ouly in' a spiria of indiscriuinate spposition to EVERYTHING
THAT THOMAS JEFFERSON DOES. . . . What then will become of Fedoralisn
vhen THOMAS JEFPERSON will no longer be in office?yd
s declared its greciflcation

Three days later the Vigelnia Av

that Jefferson had arrived in Washinston in good aeaith,ﬁlaﬁ& the follow~
ing ponth Plessants reported, ag an indication of yﬁpuiar‘auppert oy

the President, a toast drunk to Jeffevson on July fourth by a group
celebrants in Manchester who honored him 88 “The President of the

United States == In his paiz

find an affectunl shield apeinst domestic commotion, dinlomatic skill
ov foreign violence,"’
In their gealous search for issces the PFoderalists opposed

Jaffeyxsonts evary sction, whether large or small, vhether lmportant or

Synid,, Juse 14, 1808,
Sypid,, Jume 17, 1803,
71bid,, July 12, 1808,
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nancansequential. Even Jefferson's chelce of colors for his clothing
m}zs su&jacmé to ri&imxle by the Federalist press.,. Samuel Pleasants
mém:iéne&‘ this petty mr;)ing in reporting an interesting exemple of
Fedgxali.m hypocrisy early in Sep‘tember of 1808, In the midst of the
E&érga President 3e££emcn had granted to the owners .af a certain
shiég special peruission to sall to China for the purpose of trans«
porting a Chincse official to Canton. The cries of "favoritism”" and
“iﬁcmﬁsistemy“ vaised by theyl?é&‘eralim: pross rgaounéed in the air,
and i’ieaéants contempuously remarked, “The curs of faction, from tmé
end of the continent to the other, are making a prodiglous barking
agaiﬁst Mr,‘ Jeffexsoufs'mﬁ breechas, baéaua& thelr irearer has grani:ad
the permission requested by the owners of the ship Besyer of this port,
to convey a Chinege Mandarin to Canton.” Then Pleasants noted with
scorn thst thé owners of the Beaver who requested this special permission
to sail were Yall warm, zealous, and thorough-paced mgmz.xsm;"s |

A further aote of Fademili.st inconsistency ’gmﬂ irony was sounded
by P};eaza}ants in this same Septerber issue of the Virsinia Argus, Com-
méutmg on the I«’aﬂaralieis’ complaints of Jéffexaon‘a choice of ministers
to Britaim, this tiveless editor cobserved that the Fadaz:«zziists had f£irst
gi‘:.xmbled at Monré’cz *;ta:pga‘:fizvﬁmnt to Britain, charging that Monree had

no love for Britain, and then had denounced his replacement wii:h a

Federalist as an attempt by Jefferson to diseredit Monroe, "“Ought not

%mx,, September 6, 1808,
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such people to be put in & dark room in a stralt-jacket and undergo
depletion?” asked Pleasants.g ‘

In spite of the many petty and false charges faiséd by the
Federallsts, the Republican editors of Richmond's newspapers recognized
- the serious threat posed by the Federalists® bid to recapture the
Pragidency and realized that thils was a very real ;:essibillity in view
of the fact that much of the public seemed to be growing apathetic
and overconfidert. Because of this, editm' Pleasants issued a warning
to all Republicans in the spring of 1808 and admonished, "If ever there
was a time when it behooved the friends of the present virtuous admine
istration to be active in its defense, now is that time," Citing the '
recent gains in Pederalist strength in New York, Massachussets s and Rhode
Island, he spoke against apathy aud cautioned, "It is not impossible for
them L'Eiie Feéaralist.sj to vegain their former ascendancy, unless proper
exertions are made to counteract their machimations."10

Three months later Samuel Pleasants again expressed concern and
apprehension at growing signs that some Republicans were f£alling under
the apéll of Federalist persuasion and argument. "An enemy in disguise,
is more apt to succeed in his efforts than anm open foe," warned Pleasants,
"and that they ﬁ;hé Federaiiat§7are enemies in wasque A?ig? aaﬁ no longer
be doubted, Their unremitted exertion to bring the administration into
| disrepute, vis a fact that speaks trumpet-tongued against the deep malig-

nity of their measures, , . » ,@hich stand a_s:f' opposeless testimony of

91bid.

I
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their Jeffersonian hatred, and revolutionary deaigns." Invuking the
public'’s veneration for the Revolutionary heroces vho opposed British
tyranny, Pleasants cried out, "Voice of the days of old, let us hear
you == auake the soul of '76."11 |

In a final exhortation of Virginians ten days before the
Novewber election, Pleasants urged the voters to be wvigilant on
Novenber seventh and solemnly declaved, "On that day the fate of
republicanism, theAhcnor of the nation, and the character of the state
may perhaps, depend on your conduct. . . . The course which you haﬁe
to pursﬁe.cd tﬁéwfﬁﬁféf November is lighted up‘with the clearest reasoﬁ
and the purest patriotism. You will virtually decide on that day,
whether you have been, and whether you are now friendly to the admin-
‘istration of Mr. Jefferson -- that administration which has beamed
with so much virtue, which has been venerated with so much love, and

hich i3 now aﬁéut to close with so much glory.! Declaring that
Virglnia‘was famous for its firm gupport of Republicanism, Pleasants
cited a current phase of fidelity, "True aé a Virginian," and urged

all Virginias to vote Re?ablican.lz

EDITORIAL ATTACK ON AND DEFENSE OF JEFFERSON

Richmond's only Federalist newspaper of 1808 was also quite vocal

on the issues of the day, especially on those concerning President

1pia,, August 16, 1808,
123434, , October 28, 1808.
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Jeffersqn. In mid-Mavch the Virginis Cazette apd Ceneral Advertiser

| published a letter from & British citizen who felt that Jeffevson's
messege to Congress had placed America in the camp: of Britain's enemies,
"The old world and the new are now agaeinst two tiﬁy‘ islands,"” declared
this cofzespondent. “Hovever, like Jason defeated the Hydra, so will
Britain defeat hez. cnemies,'13

Three days later Avgustine Davis printed a proposed "amendment"
to the Constitution which had been submitted to him in bifter sarcasm by
one of his readers, Capitalizing czﬁ the current Madison-Monroe con~
troversy and _seek'}.ﬁg to discredit Jefferson’s success in curbing Federa-
lists power , this éml:tttareé partison ea_uaticai?.y offered as an amend~-
ment to the Conastitution, "That the present written constitutution of
the United Sta s:éza be abrogated, vecated, disanulled, repealed and sent
to old Davy's Locker, and . , . the will of the msjority in bati:x Houses
in Congress chall from henceforth be declared to 21l intents and purposes,
the éonstitzut:ion of the United Statms." The author of this propesal fur-
ther declared thet his omendment should take effect only “provided that
a majority of Congress sgree to be influenced implieitly by the President,
that the Presidency be continued in control of the republicans, snd that
‘the President be allowed to choose his sucecessor,”lé

Epithets of YTory" and “Jacobin" flew thick and fast in the presi-
dential election of 1.808, a fact which caused much discomfort and con-

sternation for editor Davis of the Virginis Gazette, Defiantly he pro-

Bysrpinta Gagette, March 11, 1808,
Y1144, , March 15, 1808,
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claimed in mid-Auguet, ". . . if a*}ez:y wan vho disapproves of the con-
duct of t:’ﬁe present administration, snd haes the independence t:a‘nvw
it, is to ba dubbed a ?s?arj*, there are many thousands in the United
Stages thot will come under that denomination,®13

As if in answer to the oft-repeated charge that the Federalist
pér:zy waé @ party of “ruin,. Davis issuéé a ammér indictment against
Jefferpon and his party vhile at the some time meking a sly sllusion
to the iamf éiaafga of “detsu™ which had been such a prominent issue
in t:he‘eiecﬁf.on of 1800, ‘.’Long before the adoption of the federal
eonsti&utiéﬁ,f'iaéserteé Davis, “there was in this country, a powerful
party, at the head of whom vas Mz, Jefferson, zealously advocating
the, . . pmstratiaa of national eredit: and the continuance of that
disjocinted gavemmem:él connexion igig'? of the states, so strikingly
- emblematical of the chimeras which invarlably hurzry a nation into
‘anarchy. . . . This well attested fact, like the ark of God, is never
touched by & democrat, 16 |

.;aff@mt‘m‘& sppointment of William Duane as & Liéutemnt Colonel
of the First Regiment of Riflemen in the United States Army also dzew
heavy severe criticism from étm Federalist praess, In an editorial of
disgust and utter diebelief the Virpinia Gozette labeled Duane 28 a
Yimovn poltroon” who had been horsevhipped at the head of his regiment,

an opportunist who hed tried to involve Americe in a way agamsf Britain

Bipid., August 19, 1808.
Ypga., Auguse 23, 1808,

WSS



70
~on the side of Fromce, and 8 timid weakling who had termed as "frlendly
and 1liberal” the infamous, thmatening letter of Champagny, ﬁapdiecn‘s
Minlster of Foreign Affairs., "For which of the above particulars has
Yr, Jefferson rewarded him v;:i‘th a comission,” demanded Davis who then
'petulantly declared, "y, Jeffersgon has long been trying how far this
insulted country wmx‘ld gO in its huniliation before him, and he seems
by this last ﬁf:eﬁ, to have hit upon an expedient to push its Fforebear-
ance to the uttermost. « + « An infamous, Fremch mercemary printer,

- appointed to command a regiment in the standing army of the United
States!!"™ Davis then predicted an avénma‘i triumph of the Federalist
cause and defiantly rebuked the Republicans, saying, "Eut the day of
veﬁgﬁema is at hand., . . . let him [:feaffemeg? tremble at its approach
» o+ o o 1t will avrive too surely for ﬁim, bafore -!m escapas from the

?zesidancy.“w Tyo weeks later the Virginia Cazette reprinted an arti-

cle from the Baltimore Federalist Republican vwhich stated caustically
that "Since Jefferson hes xﬁaéa Buana’ a Lieutenant Colonel, it is rumored
that Tom Paine is to be appointed Chaplain to the atnz;r. .. W8

Tuo years prior to the election of 1808, a serious quarrel had
erupted between the United States and Spain over the Spanish owned
Yloridas, Difficulties here weve simllar to those with France over
Louisfana in 1803, and Jefferson sought to duplicate his peaceful settle~

ment of this ez:plms}iwa issue by purchasing Florida from Spaian., However,

Yyp14., July 22, 1808,
wﬁaiﬁ., August 2, 1808,



| 71

Spain at this time was wesk and vas subject to control by Napoleon,
‘ﬁms s 1t vwas almost certaiﬁ that any money which America paid to |
Spain would quickly find its way to France to be used by Napalécm to
help finance his war with Britain, However, s the alternative for Amer=
fca wae certain war for which she was vili prepared and in which che
éauld be hopelessly outclassed, Jefferson felt that a peaceful pur~
chase vas mors é&vantageo&a than m;r, and accordingly he requested
. that Congress appropriate two million dalz.ars‘ for negotiations with
S;Qé;in. After a bitter battle In Congress the money was‘ £inally appro-
priated, but not before the Federalists had deliberately wmckaﬂ the
chances of a smcaséfgl nagotiation for the purchase of Florida, Uence,
two years later the Federalist press in a further attempt to 1mpugn
Jefferson's character, began reising questions about the two million
dollars which had been appropriated and implied that Jefferson may

have been involved in some questionable transaction.'? The Virginia
Gazette vigorously assailed Jefferson im May of 1808 and exclaimed

that the people should demond that the President account for the two
million dollars vhich had been withdravn from thé treasury fwa years
‘pmviausly; "If the purity of our primciples have been stained by

dta eﬁp&n&iture in scenes of intrigue and corruption »ivoad; oFf if our
honor has been mmﬁ,shﬁé and our mﬁegenéﬁmce- prostrated by employing

it in the payment of tributa,® objected Davis strenuocusly, "it is time

w‘swaﬁs, g“c::_gferécn In Power, p. 327,
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the people should disavow the act, and the guilty suffer the punigh-
ment which their crimes have merited,"20 |

A few months later Augustine Davis vevived the issue of this
two-million dollar appropriation and charged that it had been given to
France in a. measure sponsored by botﬁ Madison and Jefferson. In bitter
condemﬁacibn this Pederalist editor asserted, "The bill was £inally
 passed in sepret, after a violent opposition, and it was weil‘knaﬁn
that 1t was in the handwriting of the President himself . . . and fa-
troduckd into the House by one of the baék étair gentlemen, who found
no difficulty in acacmmbdating the views of Mr, Jefferéon, Mr, ﬁadisaﬁ
and Tallayrand.“zl |

In a ccuncérautaakAta the chazge that the Federalist party was
a party of Tories, the Federalist press charged Jefferson with submission
to France and sneered that he would not dare to take steps of canciliaiien
with Britain before consulting France. Answering this Pederalist siur,
Thomas Ritchie roundly declaved that instead of aaéthing the French by
s-bmission, Jefferson had resisted all French demands. .Claimed Ritchie,
"e should not now be aatanished to see these pentlemen [the Federalists/
reversing theiy attacks, and instend of charging Mr. Jefferson with a
submigeive acquiescenae in the mandotes of the French emperor, reprogch=
ing him with the exhibition of a high and inflexible spirit,” Nothing
suits these men, declared Ritchie, "They lay Mr, Jefferson on their bed

of Procrustes -~ If too lomg, he is lopt -~ if too short, he is stretched,"?2

20yirainia Gozette, May 31, 1808.
2;151&;, September 9, 1808,

Rzﬁngqgggg, Septesber 16, 1803,
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The charge of submission to France had been raised early in
the year by the Federalists who sought to exploit this as a ma joﬁ:
issue of the presidential campaign. In late January Samuel Pleasants
assailed the Ytools and hirlings of Britain® who with no evidence at
‘all had asserted that the Embargo was dictated by France. l’oiﬁting
out that France was greatly and adversly affected by the Embargo, :
the editor of the Virginia Argus contended that "federal printers. . . .
circulate the absurd sé:m:y for party purposas‘“zg

A week later the Virzginia Gazettie announced that Jefferson had -
made an alliance with France and ‘c:it:aé as evidence a banquet of cele-
bration held on board the French ship, Ie Cypue, in Cherbourg harbor.
Aci:omiing to this report, the banquet was attended by Captain Franklin
Read of the American schooner, I{eﬁemge, and the decorations included
busts of Napoleon and Jefferson placed at opposite ends of the table,
As further evidence of thia alleged clandestine alliance, Augustine
Davis qﬁx}te& a toast offered by the French captain who proposed, "To
Jeffemaﬁ » o o« May the wise President of thé United States long chexish
for the love of his country, the love of the French name,” apother toast
by Captain Read vho declared, "“To his Majesty the Emperor and Kinge » »
May his happy genius soon avenge the liberty of the seés, , and make all

nations one single faamilsr.”g‘!*

23
Virginia Arpus, June 29, 1803,

Zhyiroinia Gazette, February 5, 1808.
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Presenting Jefferson as a wan vho had become a slave to his owm

poiicles, the Federalist press portrayed him as an ineffectual Chief
Vhagistratﬂ vho(ha& now bacame dependent on the fartunea of Hapoleon,
Seeking to rveinforce this image of Jéfferaon,<Augu3tiue Davig reprinted
an editorial from the Beoston Rﬁgnﬁitegz which states, "What we wish we
are prbné.ta believe. It iz notorious that it Is the settled opinion
Qf‘ﬁr. Yefferson tﬁak Bonaparte will triuwmph over the powers of Europe,
that England is already sinking uﬁéer hig nvexéhalming.sﬁrength; and
that we have only to avoid being drawn in the vortex. Under this awful
impression Mr. Jefferson's whole object ssems to have been to conciliate
ghe werey of the canqﬁerar by the hunmility of his submission., . . .

What Mr., Jeiferson commenced from lavg, he now pursues from fear; and
both of ;hasa passions must be supposed to have become the absolute law
of his conduct,"?”

The Federalists had played upon this pame thema eight years
earlier w&en, in an ef far& bo exploit the publicts fear of war, they
had charged Jefferson with a desire for an,allianca with France and
a war with Britain., In an editari&l of exultation, Samuel Pleasants
in Septenber of 1808 reminded the citizens of ?irginia of these gloomy
prognostications and ex¢laimed, "Though Mr. Madison has been a very con=
fidential friend, and secrﬁtaxy under Mr. Jeffersom during the whole

time, in which Mr. Jofferson has thus refrained from alliance with

253144, , May 25, 1808,



France, and from war with England, yet a clamorous plea, that Jefferson

and Madison and the mafority ﬁfbt‘;@.n_g ress, are under French influence,

are caused to malf.e ttw Welkin ring throughout the Union. “25
| Commenting further on this in a review of Jefferson's eight
&ea.rs inb ‘oﬁﬁiea; editor Pleasants &eclamd almost two weeks later, 'We
have now en‘;aya& for almost &ight: years, an aéministratian; whose in=-
sr.allmzm: has bepn annually admived with the loudest applause, It is
nw, hmmver, ﬁai& to have abandoned 1its ﬁirat 9rz.ncip}.es, and to be u;mier
the influence of an European t:yrant, Pl&asani:s malntained that a vio~
lation of the CQABtimtion mugt be proved in order to substantiaste this
charge 'and"cmntéﬁ,' "It s ttg:vaa this ground that the friends of Me,
Jefferson ought ;;n meet his aggbueués with peculiar confidence. . . 2

- By far the most ﬂc:einax;t t\an& controversial issue of tha‘caﬁzpaign,
for the Presidency in 1808 ms Jéffersm‘ss thmrga Act, As has been
notad, ﬁﬁiﬁ act ceased the fiw of products to fawign pm:ts i:'rm American
farmers and merchants am& ceazed also the import of foreign goada needed
‘and desired by the Ameilcan public., Thus, the Embargo worked many hard-
ships and deprivations on American consuners ;mﬁ workers. In a letter
to Judge Thonas Cooper in February of 1806, Jefforson had explatned his
- réasaning for feeling that such a drastic neasure was a necessity for
the preservation of Awerican soverignty and stated, "The 1wé of peace

which we ss:{acea:eiy feel and profess, hasz begun to produce an opinion in

35\@: inia Arpus, septamber 2, 1808,

2 ibid,, Seprewber 13, 1808.
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Europe that our government is entltely in Quaker principles, and
will tuzn the léft cheek when the right one has been smitten. This
opinion must be corrected when just occasion arises, or we shall become
the plunder of all nations,"25

Drastic as this measure was, it did not prevent Americans from
obtaining the absolute izm:;e;mitias of 1ife. Jefferson provided £o§' the
licensing of sgpecific merchants for the lmport of the necessary amounts
of such basic astaples as flour and provided aisc for specific American
ships to sail for foreign ports ocecasionally. The pfficial policy
of the Embax;ga wvas explaindd in a letter written to the Philadelphia
Chamber of Coumerce éﬁ Jaouary 12, 1308, by Secretary of State Madison
vho declared, "The President of the United States authorizes me to in-
farm.yau €hat it‘is in contewplation to dispatch to Hurope, for public
purposes, a vesmel or vessels » from tlwe to time, during the ?eriad of
the embargo == and that previous uati€¢ of the time and place of depart~
uzﬁ“will be given, with a view to the accommodation of mexchants, and
atha:éiiﬁjéﬁeirhﬁaéeiéﬁlédffé&?ﬁnéehée;"zé

As a gtﬁadfaét opponent of Jefferson and his aduinistration, the

Yirpinia Gazette and Gonexal Advertiser continually denounced the Em-

bargo and sought to arouse and unite the public against it. In February
of 1808 editor Davis printed in the columns of his paper a letter from
a farmer in Albemarle County vho with deep bitterneas declared, "In

these ingane tlmas theve is no conjectusring what is best to be done with

28Adrianne Roch, Jefferson and Madison (New York:s Alfred A,
Knopf, 1950), p. 247.

’ zg?ira,< inia Arpus, January 22, 1308,
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géaduee, at lags;t by the Pianmr and Farper == they secm to bé Mfi
afloat on Mr, Jefferson's 'Tempestuous sea of liberty', without a
Compass or Eﬁﬁa‘&f,‘ «:ié;mndingm a pilot who kaé lost his reclkoning,

g aver he had any fox the m::emst‘af the community. ¥et, like the
Tauwb théy 1ick the ham& that pi‘aéuceé their destruction == for &hevéestmw
vion of pfe}partyb,i& our naigh%ﬁbmd ie incalculable,¥30

maét;}wyl one wonth later the Vixs

inia Gazette again assailed the

Hubarge with an editorial borroved from the Washincton Federalist which

declared that since the publication of Jefferson's Proclawetion, the
farmers, merchants, and weehanics had been in a "tortuous state of
suspense” with a small hope that sowe influentlal Republicans would
attempt to persuade Jé’t’femm and the Congress to adopt a “iess faltering
paiicy“;“"’ﬁmtaia'“:{.t"is,“ aiaimecl this editor, “that the exbargo, that
fstrong me&s&rai » has been laid, an&itsﬁ effects have been folt and will -
eontinue t‘:& be felt, nore égwcialiy by wmel‘fmg, for a lﬁaﬁg time to
tmmé .;,, The law is now operating with distineiive viclence upon the
farmer, &éha cannot éi#pam of his superfluous productions, upon the
sallor whose steady efforts have been paralized Lgigy and vho now sube
gists upon a péﬁm:ﬁ,em bounty; upon the meychant who must acon close
his doors and %'m&t:tem 3 and upon the wechanic whose faa:zily was cheered
b;;r the sound éf his hammer and the stroke of his axc. . » » The enpty

parade, aod boasted g&mbeamme of Mr. Jefferson will eventuate in

Sg‘firgiaia Gazette, February 23, 1003,
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aathing beneficial to the country -« On the contrary, the friends
to a long sighted policy must wish our rulers to wmake a decided
stand against vhatsoever may infringe upon our rights or curtail the
privileges to which we are entitled, "1

ﬁiligemaly»sawing geeds of dissension in its cawpalgn apgainst
the Embargo, the Virginia Gazette appealed the following month to the
debt ridden cltizens of Virginia and asserted that Jefferson had cited
~as one of the act's mbsz salient points, its potential influence in
perauaéing the pecple to settle points, 1ts potentlal influence in
persuading the people to ﬂeatia-their'acuaants.32 However, the Virginian,
Eiﬁhmeﬁé's>mmst zgaeﬁtiy established paper, while not enthusiastic about
the Embargo, urged all citizens to obey it “untilkit is changeé".33

In support of Jefferson and the Umbargo, Thomas Ritchie of the
Enquirer printed a letter from a correspondent in London who reported
that the British marckantﬁfwgfe submitting petitions to Parliament,
asking that a settlement of differences be made with America so as to
amnd the'Embarga. Eitchie's accompanying commentary also mentioned
another letter from Lanécn whose writer avered that another six wmonths
of the Embargo would bring Britéin to terms,o%

Chiding those who gomplained of the hardships wfaught by the
 Pwhargo, the Enquirer reminded iéa readers in May that the Pathers of
the Republic had willingly given up the comforts of life to resist

British injustic with a similar embargo in 1774, "In 1808 our govern-

311bid., March 23, 1808,
321p14,, April 15, 1808.
3Byirntnian, April 12, 1808.
Japy uiver, May 10, 1808.
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m&ﬁt ﬁgs made the same solemn appeal to the patriotism of our country=
&@n,“'gr@ﬁé&i&aﬁ Ritahia. "To rescue our pavty Eron the hands of licw
enced pivates, to éavs our national honor from the veproach of the
aaivarse; and to preserve us from way, it has ashked of us to beay for
a time the evils of the enbargo.,” "“Is there a wen, the least gifted
with patriotic feeling, thét wlll not cheeffully scquiesce in the ine-
convenience of a weasure, so powerfully recommended &y evary conaldera-
tlon of honox, of intevest, and of prudence?” demanded this dauntless
editor, "YIf there be such a man, let hizm . . « candidly n¢a56333 that
his bosom has not ipherited the apirit of hies fathers!{"35

Augustine Davis of the Virginia Gapetie notb only daw no patrictic
virtue in observing the Ewbargo, bub firsly believed that Jefferson
~ard the Republican Conpress were viéiaténg the Conastltution and ﬂeatréy*
iﬁg“tﬁﬁwfighta éﬁ‘éﬁgriaa&f&iﬁiaﬁng¢ - of éimilar‘poli£iéa1 persuasion

was Willias Rind of the Yaghington Fedewalist whose editorials Davis

often borroved fory bie paper in Richwond, Therefore, it was not sure

prising to find in the Virglnda CGazette in midelay a denuncigtory

editorial written by William Rind vho once agaln was attacking the
fwbargo. “Ope would have thought that Cosgress, with thelr four embargo
laws, had done enough towards the amnihilation, without the aid of illegal

executive influence;” declaved this scathing editorial, "but it appears

35, .
Ii.:!,.v% iy
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Mr. Jeffevson iz not gautaﬁtvwith the crippled and cubarrassed state
in which Mo, & left the ceasting trade, but has seized upon a pretext
surnished him by an avbitrary disgraceful provision to the act, to .
4 destroy iﬁ'gltagath&rgﬁga Rind concluded by stating that Jeffarson's
hatred of copmerce had not yet been appeoased.

In an cffori to explain the necésgity for the drastic embargo,
the Enguirer veported in late May that more than seveéty*fiv& merchant
ships had been ﬁéiﬁeﬁ and condesmed by Britain in a ﬁwm'waak pexriod even
befove the Orders in Coucnil were issued, ‘“How wany American ships
have been saved from a similar fate by the Embargo?" asked Ritchie.
"This one arguwent aiana»iﬁ sufficient to establish its advantages bee

Vyandléﬁé possibility of a doubt,” he further ﬁgaeft@d, and then aﬂdad’

that Jefferson was not responsible for Britaln's troubles in Furepe

and thercfore ecould not be blamed for the present state of &ffair&.37

In guite a diffevent wood the Virveinia Gazette assailed Jeffexson

in late Hay and charged him with vieolating the Constitutlon by giving
preﬁarenﬁe‘ta individual merchants. in certain ports. Pointing out that
the Constitution prohilblted the federal povermment from tr&ating,éiah
paridality the poris of one state over those of another, éﬁitoz Davis
charged that not oniy was Jefferson doing this, but that the marnhaéﬁs

favored by Jeffevson were charging vhatever they could get for their

a5

seaArce pr@éaﬁts.”g

3§2§§§iﬁiﬂ Cnzette, May 17, 1508
o5 ’ ' . N
*7ﬁnauixar, Hay 21, 1804,

3Byivoinia gagerte, May 27, 1808,
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On the last day of May in 1808, Samuel ?leaaants, in support of
the Embargo, printed a letter written to a Richmond citizen by a mer~
chant in London vho substantiated the wisdom in the measure with his
comment, I perfectly agree with you respecting Mr. Jefferson; and I
may say ALL here, who know America, agree that the Embargo was a wise
measure to save her from hostility with either paftyf~if it was not
adopted from foreign influence,"3? However, the Vivginis Gazette added
strength to the opposite point of view three days later when it printed
a letter written by another London merchant who declared, "I do not see
that it [the Embargg] is likely to terminate from any concession from ’
this quarter; as in our present situation everything is to be sacrificed
to our security and existence as a nation,'40

On June 17, the Vﬁrgiﬁia Argus and tﬁa Virpinia Cazette again
defended and attacked the Embarge. Samuel Pleasants stressed its impor~
tance in keeping Averica out of war and commented, "The Embargo, it is
said, is distressingeww=-=Agreede=-and so-is the draving of a toothew=-
but we all agree tb laugh at the maﬁ who shrinks from the extraction of
a torturing, decayed tooth, because the operation is painful."41 The
?irginiancazette reported that the Imbargo was ruining wany farmers,
although Jefferson and his friends were iInsisting that the measure was

for the public good, Referving to the faith of Saint Paul, Augustine

3%iyeinia Argus, July 1, 1808.
40yiyninia Gazette, June 3, 1808,

4IV£rginigﬁArgue, June 17, 1808,
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Davis asked and answered his own rhetorical question: " ' Shall we con~
tinue in sin that grace may abound?'. . . Géd forbid! . . « Mr. Jefferson
appears to reverse the doctrine of Sﬁ, Paul by the Embargo. « . . his
friends tell us it will be for our good , . . and is the salvation of
our country » » » whilst we daily experienée the fatal consequences of

Mr., Jefferson's strong measure (as he terms it).“éz

- Although supported by a large segmént of American soclety, the
Embaiga found widespread opposition throughout the states. Lashing out
at these dissident malcontents in mid-summer, Samuel Pleasants thundered
in his columns of July 1, "It is almost impossible that any man capable
of conaldering our foxeign relations, to refuse his approbation of the
Fubarge, unless he is the dupe of party caleulatians,.or animated with
a apirit of opposition which would revel in his disunion, and gladly
offer the horrors of eivil commotion as incense at the shrine of
#eparte& federalism,"3 Expounding this view further almost three
weeks later, Pleasants rebuked those who gratenéaﬁ friendship for
Jefferson's adminiatration but who furtively wprked against it, trying
to render it unpopular by making sly innuendos against it. In a sound
reprimand ?1gasanta'denauace& thé *1ictle war-party in the United States
who expect to excite distraction by their clawors for war, and who wish

to revive the odious federal charge of timidity in Mr, Jefferson, "4

42v1rginia Gagette, June 17, 1308,
Aavirginia Argus, July 1, 1808,

bhiryia,, July 19, 1808.
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Although a conziderable number of British merchants were actively
cawpalgning ié bave their government negotiate with the United States
for the repeal of the Embarge, a large segment of the American popula=
tion, ﬂatabiy in the Hew England states, flouted the law and actively
undernined Jefferson's efforts to preserve America’s neutraliiy. Even
the courts of t&a New England region contributed to thia sectional
anarchy by interfering with the duties of the port collectors and issuing
decrees of reatraint against these public officilals. Thus it waas, that
the Virginia Gazette reprinced in August a ﬁérisive editorial which it
had borrowed from the Baltirore Federalist Republican and which scorn~
fully stated, "It is that his Excellency zgéffersag?'uas so overjoyed at
the late news of a tumultuous assembling in Yorkshire, that he has
ordered a new pair of red breeches to be made upon the strength of it,
He has directed another order to be issued to the Collectors in contra-
vention of Judge Johnson's decislon, with speclal direction to the liﬁtie
kings and ﬁyranis of hiz own waking commanding gun-boats, to disregard
all process from éhe eivil authority.”&s
| Some of the more radical New England Federalists were not content
with open defiance of the Embafga and advocated in speéially called
meetings the separation of the New England states from the rest of the
nation and their reunion with the Brivish empive. Commenting on this
state of affairs, Samuel Pleasaat§ berated these instigators and con=

temptuously declared, "The measures which have recently been adopted by

Q5Virginia Gazette, August 16, 1803,
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sone of the,mz&hem meetings, evince a t:e;mper of mind rmuch to be la~
mented, but more to be despised., It may be true that they mszef
extremely from the evils of commercial suspense, but they are certainly

- put of thelyr wits, when they ascribe these evils entirely to the Embargo,

and not to the hlockading decrees of Eumpe.;"%

The partisan papers of both sides continued to print letters from
ﬁritiaﬁ citizens in order to support their owm particular views of
Jefferson and the Ewbargo. Such a letter was printed the last of August
without comment by the Virginia ’Gamette wvhich tacitly seemed to present
it as absolute proof of the ineffectiveness of the FEmbargo. The corres~
pondent, & gentleman in Iiverpool, had written in part, "You would have
been surprised to see what little effect is produced in this country by
the embargo, any further than a little speculatlon in the articles which
are imported from America; but nothing to make the country feel which I
believe My, Jefferson thought, we should do when it was lairi on, and
that we could scarcely exist without trade with America."™ As if in
answer to this assertion, the Virgipia Argus insisted two weeks later
that the Ewbargo had accomplished its purpose and declared, "Ihe embargo
was intended to preserve peace. It has kept us thus far in peace and
safety; a fact, the benefits of which are too much gg‘_‘gm be xreasoned

upon, w48

%6ysreinia Arpus, August 23, 1808,
4794 rainia Gagette, August 30, 1508,
%Xfir inis Avsus, Septevber 16, 1808,
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In further support of Jefferson and his foreign trade policy the
¥irsinia Arpus one week later compared the Fmbargo of 1776 with the
; present Embargo and deploxed the lack of patriotism at present. "There
never was a gavernm&#e since the formation of society, vhether despotic,
nonarchial or republican, that was administered so asz to please every-
body, or that did not commit some act which would give plauaibility to
censure,” declared Pleasants, ‘While we admit this, we can but ask if
there ever was any administration which pleased so many as that of
Mre. Jefferson's? If his course has not been in every particular, suited
to the fancy of every individual, suvrely while they deny infallibilicy,
they should make due allowance to this national fraillty. We can but
rapeat, for it {2 a qﬁﬂstian vhich we delight to ask, where upon the
annals of ancient or modern times will you £ind an a&mini&eratianAmora
pure, more satlsfactory, anﬁ:mvre popular than that of Mr. Jefferson?
It is even confessed by our enenles abroad -~ the very people who feel
the force of his pnlieyiﬁég

With the approach of the opening session of Congress, Samuel
Pleasants conmented on the certaln, upcoming Congressional debates vhich
would center around the Fubarpo, and he flatly declared that the oppo=
nents of the Enbargo were not patriots, but desired instead enly to
discredit Jefferson's aduinistration, 0 Referring to the Brbargo as a

necessary weasure of self preservation, Pleasants poted that it had been

49:@55., September 23, 1808,
SoIbidi P October 28; 1808,
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assailed by every offensive weapon which the enemies of Jefferson could
»inxent and flrmly asserted, "Had it not been for British emissaries who
have been fosteved in our bosoms, for unprincipled renegades who have
neither chavacter nor country to lose, and for ambitious men among us
wﬁo are thirsting for power, vegardless of the means by which it may be

~acquired, we should eve this time have brought our enemies to our feet"SL
As the situation grew more serious, President Jefferson felt cone
strained to order Amexican troops to a state of readiness, a develop-
ment which Augustine Davis seized upon as a convenient, ready-made issue
for Pederalist propaganda, With self-rightecus indignation he exclaimed
in early November, "It seems that orders from Washington City srrived

here on Friday last, for the frmediate raising and equipping upwards of

Ten thousand Militla to be held in zeadiness to march at a poment's
wvarningl! Conjecture {s all alive as to the yse intended by Emperor
Thamés for this hasty call."? pavis added caustically that even
Bopaparte had always gliven g roason for calling out hiz wilitia, and he
concluded by beseeching Washington to intervcede with God for the safety
of the country.

Later in November the ¥irpinia Arsus wepovted that the British
were ready to make g treaty concerning the Fmbargo but would do so only
if the Fedevalists were put back in office. '"With men of tﬁeir ovn

)

gtamp," charged Pleasants, “they would treat, and come to a settlement

S11p1d,, Wovember 8, 1808,

22yiveinin Gazette, November 5, 1808,



87

of differences, on their own terms; but with such stiff necked and obsti=

nate enemles of glavery and tribute, as Jefferson and Madison, it is not

practicable for them to wake any'bargain,"sg
By the end of 1508, smuggling of goods had become g widespread,
lucrative business among the seafaring populace of New England and

Canada. In @ taunting editorial reprinted from a New York paper, the

Virginia Gazette and Ceneral Advertiser declarsd with scorn, "We under-
stand from a respectable saurce,'that the owners of vessels in Halifax
and 8t, John's, have a valuable piece of plate in forwardness, wﬁich is
to be presented to President Jefferson, as soon as hia term is up, as an
acknowledgement for the benefit they have received from the American |
Embargu¢"54 The growing prevalency of smuggling had been alluded to
earlier invthe year by the Virginia Gazette which reported that a
standing toast in Canada was "Long life to Jefferson and the Embarga",ss
The attitude of Richmond's Republican press toward the Federalists
and their constant criticism of Jefferson’s administration in 1808 was
aptly‘suémariﬁed in October by Samuel Pleasants who disdainfully reﬁarkad‘
that the Pederalists "sketch off the unfortunate state of the times, with
a great ﬁeél of readiness and vivacity, under a hope that everytﬁing
will be ascribed to Mr, Jefferson and the administration., = ~ = They

triumphantly exclaim to the vepublic, that 'vou have brought us into this
Phe

53Virgigia Arpgus, November 18, 18083,

S4y4vpinta Cagette, December 20, 1808,

551bid., July 15, 1808,
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situation and you wust get us out of it.?' This is a poor and miserable

subterfuge for axgumant."56
JEFFIRSCH AND THE PRESIDENTIAL CONTTSTANTS OF 1803

Long beforve the presidential election of 1808, Thomas Jefferaon
had decided against runming for a third tern in office, In a letter
written to John Taylor of Caroline on January 6, 1805, Jeffersén
arnounced his rejcction of serving again as Pregident and 5tate5 that
althoush he had previously favored one set tomm af seven.yaarg for any
one Preasident, he was now satisfiled with g system which alloved for two
terma éf four years each.”? Jefferson's decision tabdecline
s third term as the occupant of the White House was wmade public by tﬁe‘
Inguirer in Yay of 1805 and was recelved with vegret by Republicans and
with jeersg from the Federalists, o

The void left by Jefferson's withdvawal of his candidacy vas
filled by two capable Republican statesmen, Madison and Monvoe, bqth of .
whom were loval Virginians. The aplit in Vivpginia's Republican party,
caused by the vehement supporiters of both these candidates, was of 3
seripus, fundamental natuve and ihteatened to develop into an irreparable
breach until Monroe ceased to press his caﬁ?aign later in the yeax.

Yonroe's pase had been placed in nomination by his friends and supporters

50yivoinia Arpus, October 14, 1863,

57pord, The Writipss of Thomas Jefferson, VIIL, 339,

38yoodtin, "Contemporary Opinion," pp, 70-71.



89
who felt that he had been treated unfairly by Jeffexson's refuaal té
submit to the Somate ﬁhé treaty negotiated by Monroe with Briéain in
the wake of the Cﬁaa&;@é&e Affair, Yowever, in truth the treaty was
unacceptable a3 it made no provision for the cessation of British con-
£iscation and iwmpressment of American ships and ci@wsﬁ As such, it
would surely hava‘ﬁeﬁn vejected by ahe;génat@‘ Epowing this, Jeffexson
withheld the treaty from the Senate in order to spare Monvoe the cmbar-
ragsment of a2 Congressional vebuff, Howeves, ﬁﬁuzaa construed
Jefferson's action as an indication of aAless of confidence in him, and
he was even more keenly disappointed by Jefferason's smgport of Madison.
He thevefore "lent himself to the opposition plans in a somevhat bewlle
dered and vacillating fashion, feeling little pleasure in travéling a
political road apart from Jefﬁeraan."gg The Federalist press was quick
to make politieal capital of this Republican schism, and the ¥irginia
Gazekts tﬁfaughmut the year supported Monree ovex Madison, pléaéing that
the former had beon vobbed of honor by Jefferxson while the latter was
a traitor to the Federalists,

The ?irgimi& Arpus, taking note of this Federalist trend, stated
with $éraa3&; e are now glven té understand that Hessrs, Jgﬁfe&saa and
Hadlson are :hargaa&le with all the present distresses of our country,
which would havebhaen.avnidaé, 1% the treaty negotiated by Colonel

Honroe had not been rejected for the ingldiousz purpose of preventing his

5%och, Jefferson and Madigon, p. 252.
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success, and promoting that of Madison in the approaching contest fox
the Presidential chair . . « w60 pairor Pleasants asserted that
Jefferson and the Congress were not obligated ©o accept the treaty just
because the tewvms therein were the best that Eritain-wmul@7give, He
streased that the treaty had not been rejected for election purposes
and avowed that if Monroe had been a presidential candidate at the time
fic submirted the treaty to Jefferson, his popularity would not have
been helped by the treaty., Observing that Jefferson and Madison had
both always applavded Monroe's conduct, this tireless ﬁefenﬁer of
Jefferson declared that Monroe had done his duty in aendinw the treaty
to the United States, and Jeffersen had done his in zejecting 1t,6%

The Yizcinian took issue in March with a current rumor that
Jefferson had loat confidence in Honroc and retowted that not only had
Jefferson not withdvawm his confidence after the treaty, but had instead
given new powers and lnstructions to Mﬁnrom.éz In fgrthaf support of

Jefferson in the matter of this rejected treaty the Virsinis Arxcug

printed a letter from a corvespondent who signed himself as "An American
of '76" and who stated, "Mz, écffwrssn s refusal of the late British
treaty, is preclzely what Washington would have dome, The embargo and
glgma vations for war are also measures which, were he alive, would

recelive his warmest apprana?ian u63

Arsus, February 16, 1808,

é“?ifgi&« an, March 11, 1808.

63yiyainia Areus, Mavch 11, 1808,
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Samuel Pleasants, in an editorial designed to help heal the breach
between the warrving Republican factions, declared that Monzoe, like
Jefferson and Madiszon, preferrved peace with all the world, Hie denounced
the Federalists as "unprincipled intriguers” ;hO‘WQre supporting Honroe
for the scle purpose of destroying first Madlson and then Monroe himself.
In a stern vebuke to the Federalists Pleasants exclaiwed, 'How abominable
it 19 in them to pretend that he jﬁbnrqé? will, 1f elected, desert his
former principles, and carry on the govermment on some new plan, in

spposition to that excellent one which Thomas Jefferson has marked out

for the iwmitation of his succ&ssor&l"éﬁ

In 4ts first sonth of publication the Spivit of '76 came out in

gztaunch suppori of Honvoe aﬁ& printed a series of letters which had been

a part of the personmal correspondence between Monroe and Jefferson. The

contents of these letters furnished lrrefutable proof that Jefferson had

aluays retained his affection and friendship for Monroe, and the Spirit

of '76 pledged that although 3nnrﬁe was no loager an active contastant

in the current election, his friends would continue to fight for hiim, 85
Az the electlon date of Novenber seventh drow alosér, the Yirpsinia

Gazette, having already vesigned itself to another Republican victory,

ponetheless appealed with bravado to Vivginians and stated defiantly,

e declare it as cur opinion, that if the federalists of Virginia would

unite, and form a ticket for electors of President and Vice President of

G41pid,, Maveh 15, 1808,

65gptrir of '76, September 18, 1803,
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the U.8. that it would be handsomely supported by the People. » « o and
although we way not undertake to say that the fedevallsts would eerxtainly
suceeed, yet, thely vote would be so respected as to cause the new
President, (whoever he may be) to know fwhich‘ﬁas not been the casgse for
’maxe than seven years) that the prineiples of Washington are not entively
abandoned in the Ancient Dominion, the declaration of wany to the con-
ttary metwiﬁ &tandiug."ﬁﬁ Contrarily, the Republican press, assured of
victory, had only to choose bhetween its two front-running candidates.
Thomas Ritchie urped all citizens to vote for the electors of Madison,
stressing his eight vears ef‘eaéerience under Jeffexson and confidently
declaring that he would continue Jefferson's pelici&a¢5? However, even
with the November election over and Madison assured of victory at the
following nonth's meeting of the Electoral College, the Virsinis Gazette

and Geneval Advertisex clung tenaciously to the charge that Jefferson

had undevmined Monvee's bid for the Presidency by purposely asking
Pritain for concessions which he knew it would pot grant, in order to
discredit ﬁanro@*ég
As 1808 drew to a close, Thoras Jefferson, tived and weary of the
Presidentianl responsibilities whick be had shouldeved for almost elght

years and discouraged by an often hestlle press, was looking forward to

retirement in the peaceful, scenic surroundings of his beloved Monticello.

6641 rninta Gazette, October 11, 1803
67pnentrer, October 25, 1808,

ﬁgvirqiaia,ggzeﬁae, Novewber 15, 1808,



SUMIIMARY

The attitude of Richmond’s press toward Thomas Jefferson during
his campaign for.&ha‘presiéeaﬁy in 1800 and throughout his administra-
tion was consistently centered in one of two extremes. Im their con-
stant praise and defense of Jefferson, Republican editors Meriwetheyw
Jones, Thomas Ritchie, and Samuel Pleasants, Jr., seemed to take the
position that Jefferson could do no wrong, whereas Richmond's Federalist
editor, Augustine Davis, was just as consistent in his denunciatioﬂ of
Jefferson, thereby seewing to suggest that he could do nothing right.

In all three elections of this first decade of the century, Jefferson
was presented to the public by the Republican press of Richumond as the
spokesman and champion of the common man who stood as a bulwark between
the people's hard-won liberties and the Federalist forces of aristocratic
rule, In these sawe elections Richmond's Federallist press prasanﬁed to
the public an eniively different Jefferson, one who as leader Qf the
uncaltﬁred, uneducated masses was determined to destroy the Comstitution
of the United States and éubgtitute<mah rule in its stead.

, Scveral continuous themes van through all three elections. In
aaché the Republican papers of Richmond charged the Tederalists with
monaxchical desipns and an admivation of everything British, wvhile the
Richmond Federalists countered with the charge that Jefferson and the
Republicans weve subservient to France. Inconsistency was a favorite
charge of hoth parties, especially of the Republicans in 180C and of the
Federalists in 1804, Jefferson's character, integrity, and cmndact,
béch public and private, were bitterly assailed during this period by

the Federalists and were prailsed with equal fervor by the Republicans.
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Of those issues which were less constant in the Richmond press
during the election years of 1800, 1804, and 1808 was that of Jefferson's
religious views which were exploited unmercifully by the Richmond Fed-
eralists in 1800 but which received scant attention in the other two
~ elections.

Bach of these three elections had its own issues which were of
great interest only in the given current campaign. Such an issue was
the Sedition Lew in the cempaign of 1800, This law, by vhich the
Federalists sought to stifle Republican criticism, was feebly defended
by Augustine Davis and severely condemed by editors Jones and Pleasants
who made it a major issue of the campaign,

| In 1804 two issues of major importance were raised by Jefferson's
purchase of the Louisiana territory snd the current debate over the pro-
posed amendﬁent to the Constitution. Richmond's Federalist press de-
nounced the former as an examplé of Jefferson's plans for a peféonal
empire and’denounced the latter as a Republican scheme for retaining
6f£$ce. ‘Both of these measures were applauded by Richmond's Republican
press which considered the Louisianma Purchase as a shrewd business ven~
ture and the proposed emendment as & much needed improvement of the
Constitution,

The major issue of 1808 was the Embargo which Jafferson considered
necessary although unpopular, and which cost Jefferson much of the popular
support which‘he had enjoyed in the twb previbusrelectiona. Even though
Jefferson was not a candidate for re-election in this campaign, his admin-
{stration was on trial, and Augustine Davis gleefully exploited public

resentment of the Fmbargo in his derisive editorials. The Republican
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papers of Richmond played upon Virginians' @atiiatism and reminded them
that their fathers had made similar sacrifices in opposing British
tyranny 4 generation earlier,

Although Jefferson was often attacked viciously and unfaixly
by the Federaiist press of Richmond and other cilties, Jefferson never
uveed the powers of the presidency to muzzle the press as did his pred-
ecegsor with the infawmous sedition Iaw of 1798, Instead, due to Jef-
foerson's fundamental belief in the democratic wight of free eupressieon,
tie countered Pederxalist charges either with silence or the publication
of the truth, Thus it can accurately be stated that "Ereedom of the
press in Awerica owes as much, if not more, to Thomas Jefferson than
to any other public men. Certainly it owes more to him than to any

other Presideng."t

Ipotlaxd, The Presidents and gﬁe Press, p.52.
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