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PREFACE

This theais 18 an attempt to evaluate the work of the
outatanding Britiash end American ghoatestory writers from
the early 1800%'s to the present, No attempt has bsen made
to make a precise historical survey of the development of
the ghost astory, This paper 1s limited to the short ghoat
gtory 1in flotioni all failvryetales, folkslore, supposedly
authentic aneodotes, plays, novels, and poems of the superw
natura)l are omited, All pseuwdoscience stories, horror
storles, and weird fantasy are also omitted,

In the intyroduotory part of this paper an attempt has
been made to agcertain some of the factors whioh determine
sucoansg or fallure in the ahort ghoat story. Attention has
&lgo been paild here to the various types of ghost story}
an outline and discussion of ghost stories acoording to
type has been attempted, Finally, some of the earlier and
leosser writerg have been briefly considered her, as being
too unimportant for individual mention in subsequent sestions,
The aeoond part of the paper ia concerned with the indivie
dual authors and theiy work, Emphagls has been place on
authors acocording to their achievement in the ghoat story,
not in other flelds, The authnre have been conagidered in

alphabetianl ordor, ns tholr datos were not always avallable,



It 18 hoped that this paper will sarve as a guide
for thoae persons interssted in learning who wrote ghoat
stories and what the storles were about, The author ace
knowledges and regrets many omisalons, as some collectiona
of ghost atories are long out of print and imposaible to

obtain,
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IHTROIUCTION



SURVEY OF PRESEIT SCHOLARSIIP

Very 1ittle has been written about the short ghost story
in fiotlone "hile much has been said about the Gothic novel,
1ta origin, development, and influences, there 13 a need for
a definltive work on the short ghost story, Such a work
ocould he a more or less complete history of the short ghost
story, tracing 1ts development from the short Gothic romances
foond in early nineteenthecentury chapbooks down to the
present, Montague Summars, Eino Raillo, REdith Birkhead, and
many others'have written authoritative works on the fulle
length Gothic novel, but no one haas written an authoritative
work on the Gothic short story,

In addition, a oritical study of the developrment of the
short ghost story might be made, with emphasias on the strange
trend this type of fiction has taken in the laat three or
four decades, There 1s also an 1mpérat1ve need for a complete
'-bibliography of the short ghoat atory. Two or three such
bibliographies exist, btut they are dated and painfully
inadequate,

It would be manifestly imposaidbleo to attempt to cone

slder in any discusslon of the ghost story every ghost



story that has ever been written, However, there are
many ghost story writers who are virtually unknown save to
devotees of welrd flotion, but who are justly famous
within this appreciative oirole., A discussion of these
outstandiﬂé ghost~atory writera and their work within the
" past hundred and fifty years is certainly needed. I have
attempted this delightful task,

If the writer of ghost storles 1s well known in other
fields, such as the novel, a discussaion of his work may be
obtainable, but often this will omit mention of his short
ghost stories. Much has. been written about Dickens and
Kipling, for example, but little or no attention has been
pald to their ahort ghost storiea., There are many writers,
however, ﬁhoae work 18 almost totally unknown, in comparison,
who have written exoellent ghoat stories, Outside of an
oocasional appearance in an anthology, they are unknown
except to the ghost-story fan, No one reads the novels of
Rhoda Broughton oﬁ Amelia B, Edwards today, but their
ghoat stories deserve to be remembered, VWho has heard of
M, R, James, a fairly recent writer, unlesa he happens to
have read one of his ghoat storles? '

These, then, are the people with whom we are concerned
here, authors of outstanding ghost.stories regardless of
what élse they may have written, Some readers will doubte
leas take offense at the small amount of space devoted to

such well-known figures as Henry James, Edgar Allan Poe,



and other notables, but here we are discusaing achlevement
in terms of the ghost story, and there are many people
who have written more and superior ghost atories than

these, The short ghost story, as Peter Penzoldt shows in

The Supernatural-ég Fiotion, 1s a dlatinct genre and in
a oiaaa_byiitaelf. Surely the méaters of such a form of
literature dessrve a recognition long overdue,

Let us examine the resources available to the lover
of the“ghostfﬁhory who wilshes to know something about his
favorite aﬁthor'a work, Or let us suppose that aomeone
interested in oompiling an anthology wishes to agcertain
what ghost stories are avallable, who wrote them, and what
they are about, There 1a not much from which to choose:

Dorothy Scarborough's The Supernatural in Modern English

F&otioh,«H. P, Lovearaft?!s Supernatural Horror 33'L1tera-

ture, and Peter Penzoldt's The Supernatural in Fioction,

Add to these incidental dlacussions on a few well-khown
writers in the field such'as J. Sheridan: Le Fanu or Henry
James, and-thé 1ntroﬁuotions to some anthologles, and there
you have 1t, Truly, not a very impressive array,

In almost all of these, emphasis is not placed striotly
uponvtﬁe.aﬁo;t ghost story. Milss Scarboropg@ introduces
novels and the drama, éavyell as folkrtalea,,in heryﬁréatise,
while H, P.vioveoraft goes into much more detall when dis-
cussing novels than with the short story. Peter Penzoldt
emphasizes the short story, but alsb mentions.an océasional

f“llalength‘novel¢ In the introduction to Montague Summers!

N



anthologies much space is devoted to the drama and the novel
ag well as to the short story, In an attempt to discover
gome justifloation for the existeqoe of this paper, I
should like to oconaider briefly each of the contributions
to the subject previously mentioned and their limitations,

Misa Scarborough'!s work, which appeared in 1917, cone
tains ninety-two pages pertalning malnly to the short ghost
story. These ninety-two pages are composed of two chapters,
"Modern Ghoats"™ and "The Devil and His Allles," The other
two-thirda of the book .include discusslons of the Gothilo
novel and later influences, supernatural life, supernatural
aclence, and the supernatural in folk-tales, None of these
conosrn us here,

The chapter on "Modern Ghoats" 1s concerned almost
- wholly with the versatility of contemporary (1917) spectres,
Individuaiistories and authora are mentioned at random.
merely to serve as 1llustrations of the progress of modern
ghoats, Thepe is 11ttle continuity and no attempt at a
systematic catalogue of the types of ghost story, Through=
out all this, references are made to the drama and the novel
as well as the short ghost story. "The Devil and His Allies"
1s an 1lluminating but ocompletely unsystematic disoussion
of the devil in fiotion and also of wizards and witoches,
None of theae belong %o the ghost story proper; more akin to
the aubjeof are vampires and werewolves, -

Occasionally, mention 1s made of a story without citing

the author, and again an author is sald to have a certain



[@1]

atory, but the name of the astory is omitted, It is obvious
that Miss Soarborough is deeply read in her subject, but

her discuasion consists almoat entirely of lists of examples
of oertaln trends and types in the story of the supernatural,
Many important ghoast=story writeras are never touched upon,

Howard FPhillips Loveoraft's work 1s perhaps more an
appreclation of his favorite authors and some of their
work than an attempt at a detalled survey., Obviously the
work of a scholar, Loveoraft devotes his firat three chape
ters to the Gothlc novel, Two more chapters are devoted to
continental welrd fiction and Poe reapectively, The three
final chapters concern American and English. supernatural
flotion and its ocontemporary masters, In these last chapters,
however, equal emphasis is placed on the novel and the short
story., . Ocoasionally short stories are not dlscussed nor
even mentioned individually, Naturally one does not expect
detalls in such a short work, but the reader cannot but
wish that Loveoraft had expanded and developed his work to
twice 1its lehgth. or even three times.

Lovecraftts taste, as hls reader would doubtleas expect,
leads him to devote seven and a half pages to Arthur Machen,
while E, F, Benson i1s disocusased in a scant dozen llnes,
Sheridan Le Fanu, father of the modern ghost story, and 1f
we omit M, R, James, its greateat master, 1s mentioned only
once, in a list of authors who carrled the romantio Gothic
tradition on into the nineteenth century, There 13 no dig=

oussion whatesver of his work, and none of hils stories are



named, In discussing the work of Henry James, lLovecraft
mentions only "The Turn of the Sorew"; in dlscussing .
Mary Wilkins Freeman,-only "The Shadows on the Vall";
and with Ralph Adams Cram, only "The Dead Valley." A
vage and a half 1s devoted to Robert W, Chambera'! flame
boyant extravagances, while such artists as Edith Vharton
and Ella VW, Peattie are completely ignored,

Supernatural Horror in Literature 1s an entertaining

piece of writing and an erudite one, but 1t can hardly be
oalled an impersonal survey. It certainly falls to cover
the short ghost story, let alone the whole fleld of welrd
fiction,

Peter Penzoldt's The Supernatural in Piotion 1s by far

the most  scholarly work on the short ghost atory yet to
appear, He approaches his subject in a sclentific and
systematic manner, and the result is a valuable plece of
scholarship,

Penzoldt has a very stimulating discussion of struocture
in the shbrt ghost atory; his treatment of opening and V
exposi tion will repay careful perusal, In addition to this
Penzoldd has given us the olever theory of the "double
0limax," According to Penzoldt the expositlon 1a merely
the preparation for a climax, which 13, of course, the
appearance of the ghoat, If the ghost appears more than
ohce, the last appearance 1s usually the main climax of
the story., Now there are two posslbilities open to the

author: he may offer no explanatlon for the ghost's



existence at the end of the story, this also constitutes
a climax, Thus, according to Penzoldt, the first climax
is reached vith the (final) appenrance of the ghost. The
seoond climex comes with a full reslization of what is
behind the appearance of the ghost,

Penzoldt also offers an interesting discussion of aome
of the paychologlocal faotors which cause people to write
ghost stories, He believes that certain authors, partiocue
larly those of the horror story, relieve thelr frustrations
by expressing them asymbolically in the form of filotion.,.

The subject 1s not treated at any groat length; it 1s perhaps
more in the line of a psychoanalyst,

Moreover, Penzoldt has a fine chapter on the horror
atory, which he conslders an ontirely different genre
from the ghoat story and decidedly inferior to it. FEmphasis
is placed upon F, M, Crawford, H, P. Loveoraft, L, P. Hartley,
~and Arthur Machen, Finally, Penzoldt haa an lnvaluable |
bibliography, one part of whilch 1lists collectlons of ghosat
atories and the other part works on the ghoat story or on
individual writers, However, many of the older wrlters
are omitted,

Unfortunately, the problem of space enters the plcture,
Penzoldt discusses only the ghoat story in Britain; the
American ghost story writers are mentloned only incidentally
except for Crawford and lLovecraft in the section on the
horror story, However, in diascussing the Engllsh ghost

story Penzoldt has bhosen only those authors who in his



opinion are outatanding representatives of different tronds
in the ghost story. Many firsterate ghost story writers

are thus omitted, Much space is devoted to Kipling, Dickens,
Stevenaon, and Walter de la Mare, while other and more
important ghostestory writers like E. F. Benson, H, R,
Wakefleld, A, M. Burrage, and Mra, Alfred Baldwln are niore
or lesa neglected, In other words, emphasis 1s placed
primarily upon the oreation of certaln types of supernatural
stories rather than upon the field as a whole., Therefore,
Penzoldt's work cannot be aaid to be a complste survey.of
the short ghost story, even in England,

- It 1s always stimulating to read the opinlona of others
on a subject in which one 1s interested, Often the intro=
duction to an anthology of ghost storles 1s not only entere
taining to read but also valuable as critlicism, Among
various anthologies whosae 1nfroduotions are partiocularly
noteworthy are those edited by Hontague Summers, and
usually those of Cynthla Asquith and August Derleth, One

of Derleth's anthologles, Sleep lio More, 1s especially

valuable -in that 1t gives a dbrlef blographical sketch of
each author. included, The Fireside Book of Ghost Stories,

edited by Edward Vagenknecht; The Other Viorlds, edited by

Ph1l Stong; and Great Tales of Terror and The Supernatural,

edited by Herbert Wise and Fhyllis Fraser sl.l offor especis=-
ally worthwhile introductions,
In the firast third of thls paper I have aitempted to .-

suggeat aome of the factors whloh determine success or



fallure in the short ghost astory, I have also attempted to
draw up an outllne of the Qifferont types of shost story
with a brief digcussion of each type, Then I have made a
11ist of ghost storles according to these types; thias liast
does not include every chost story ever written, but I

hope that 1t does include the outstanding ones, Finally,

I have tried to give the early history of the short ghost
story very briefly, but there has been no attempt to

trace 1ts actual development, In this socction I have ine
cluded those early authors wvho wrote only one or two stories
or vhose work, for some other reason, was considered too
unimportant to warrant a whole sectlon later on,

I have devoted the last two-thirda of the paper to the
outstanding ghost atory writers in England and America dure
ing the last hundred and fifty years, Here I shall briefly
conslder the author and hils work as whole before examining
each story individually. Less space 1s allotted to inferlor

stories, and there are many regrettable omlasions,
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THE SUCCESSFUL GHOST STORY

It 13 impossible to draw up a set of hardeandefast
standards for what conatitutes a good ghoat story, for the
simple reason that there are firaterate stories vhich would
prove exceptions to any standard proposed, Therefore,
when we examine some of the factors which determine the
difference between a fine tale and a fallure, we must ro=
member that the resulta at which we shall arrive will
merely be some deductions, not definite oonoluaiona.

For the sake of clarity I have attempted to draw up
a set of standards intended as a oritioal gulde; these

are by no means intended to be definitive,



I. The oreation of foear

The chioef intent of the writer of ghoat stories isa
(or should be) to frighten hia readere=like Dickens!
fat boy, he wantas to make people's flesh oreep, This

seems to me to be the raison d'stre of the ghoat story

and, 1f it falls in this respect, then it 1is a fallure
as a ghost atory,

A question often ralsed in a disousaion of ghost
atoriea 1s whether or not the ghost must be malignant,
Acocording to one of the greatest authorities on the
supernatural, Montague Surmers, "The ghoat 1s malevolent
and odious, 1In fiotion a helpful apparition is a notable
woeakness, and the whole narrative becomes flabby to a
degree,"l Similarly, the moat skillful ghost story writer
of the twentieth century, Montague Rhodes Jamea, believed
that a ghost had to be malevolent in order for the story
to be of the top rank,2

At the risk of flouting the opinions of these two
experts in the field, I should like to suggest thlia clarie
fication: In a firaterate ghost story the ghoat must

1 Montague Summers, The Vamplre, His Kith and Kin,
Pe 273,

2 H, P, Loveoraft, Supernatural Horror in Literaturae,
pe 101,




frighten, but he need not noecessarily be ovil in order to
frighten, 1In other words, many astories whioh are real
spine=tinglers have ghosta that are not of 1ll intent,

In these the ghost may often be explained as a sgort of
psychlic residue, or an impression on the atmosphere from
the past, Naturally these hauntings are not motivated

by any malice toward the present, but they manafBe to throw
a genuine chill into us all the same, Exampleas of this
are E, F, Benson's "Expiation™ and Oliver Onlons' "The

Clgarette Case.”

A 4 olearly shown supernatural element

In order for the ghoat to frighton the reader, 1t
must first be made absolutely clear that it la a ghost,
I do not refer here to those riddle atories in which the
exact nature of the spectre is never made clear, MNothing
could be more fruatrating than the inconclusive story in
which 1% 18 left to the reader to decide whether or not
"{t" 18 a zghost, The reader foels decidedly let down,
even cheated, when it 1s nevor made olear whether the
story deals with some supernatural agency or whether the
supernatural element may be explained by natural causes,
A really superior ghost story should not leave the falntest
doubt that i% sotually dealas with the supernatural, Suge-
gostion 13 all veory well, but the ghost storles which suffor
from understatement outnumber the overatated stories almost

two to one,
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Bes. A bellevable supernatural element

Dashiell Hammett olaims that the rcader of ghost
stories does not bellove in ghostas; thereforo the writer
muat make him belleve for the moment that such a thing 1s
poassible, "If the reader does not feel that these things
have hapnened, or does not care whether they have happened,
then the author has bseen, in the firat case unconvinoing,
and in the second, uninteresting,"d .

le The use of restraint

One of the most important factors in creating the
"willing suspension of disbelief" isa to use the supeye
natural with restraint, It 18 very easy to have too much
of a thing, and the ghost must be used sparingly 1f 41t is
to be used effectively. The overtalkative ghost often
spolls a good story, A ghost who can carry on a long,
austained‘oonveraation with a living peraon 1a not only
not frightening, btut also not very convinecing, A good
example of this overuse of the supernatural 1s Kipling's
"The Phantom Riokshaw," If Mrs. KeltheVeasington were not
such a porsistent apparition, she might bs a more convinoing
one; as it 18, a greater strain 1s put on the reader's
credulity every time she opena her mouth,

2, The matter of length
If thoe ghost 18 to bo made the center of interest

and remain believable at the same time, then 1t 1s necessary

5 Dashiell Hammett, Creeps by Night, Introduction, p. 2,
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for the story to be short, It 1s wellenigh impoasible for
a ghoat to be the focal point of a story and also oredible
for any sustained length of time, According to Yontague
Summers, "No ghoat story should be of any length, The
horror and the awe evaporate with prolixity,"4

0f aourse, the ghoat can be made of seocondary impoyre
tance in a novel, but the result would not be strictly a.
ghost story. The novel based entirely upon the supere
natural will of neocesaity let the reader's interest down
bofore the ond is reached. An excellent example of this
18 Bram Stoker's Dracula, in whioh the author was unable to
sustain through the later chapters the effect he made in
the firat half of the bool,

There arc some vory fine novels of the aupernatural,
to be sure: Dorothy Macardle's The Uninvited, Maggle

Owen=Tadeltonts Sarah Nandrake, Hamlin Carland's The

Tyranny of the Dark, Mary L, Pendered's The Uncanny House,

and Margaret Cunliffe-Ovwen's Emerald and Frmnlne, to name

only a few, But in all of thesme, if the supernatural
olament 1s not of secondary interest, a sort of subplot,
“then tho readerts intereat and also his oredullty begins
to lag before roaching the end. In other wrds, the short
atory is the only perfect vehlcle for the supernatural

bgocause of its length,

4 Summers, The Vampire, p. 273,
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II, Tho narrative method

In the creation of a really superior ghost astory,
much depends on the manner in which the atory is told:
1ts setting, the central motif, tho suapense involved,
and the explanation offered, Another important considerae
tion 1s the author's tone of narration, whether that of
geriousness, humor, or oven of unbelisf, As Petoer Penzoldt
says, "If the structure of the story is such that tho
suspenge 1s kept up until the end, the exposition makes

all the difference betweon a good and & bad story,"S

Ay The aotting

¥e Re Jomes! theory 1s that for beat effoota the ghost
atory should be srt 1n the present or near-present.6 The
story 13 of muoch more enduring interesat 1f 1t ia recont
anough for the reader to aasoociote 1t with himself, This
13 hardly possible when the atory i1s aet before 1800, and
the story seems to become less convincing the further it is
set in the past, Karjorie Bowon has an otherwlse excellent
ghost stofy, "The Housekeeper,"” that is marred by its early
elghteenth century asetting, and this aame fault also detracts
from Margaret Irwin'as "Monsleur Seeks a Viife," 1In other words,
when there 1s no valid reason for placing the story in the

remote past, the practice should be avolded. The reason for

5 peter Penzoldt, The Supernatural in Fletlon, p. 25,
6 Loveoraft, pe 10l. |



the haunting ray be set in the past very properly, but the
haunting 1%self should tale place in the present,

vith regard to localo, the modern ghost has freed
1tself from oconventions with frequently excellent results,
The ghost story no longer takes place exclusively in
oastlos or old English manor houses; now small apartments,
modest cottages, and luxurious modern villas oome in for
thelir share of spooka, Thoere is no suggestion of antiquity
- about Elizabeth Bowen's "The Demon Lover," Sabine Baringe
Gould's "Pomps and Vanitles,” Hugh Walpole's "The Tarn,"

17

and Ambrose Bierce's "An Arrest,” all excellent ghoat atories,

B, The opening and suspenseo

Some outatanding writera in tho field (notably
e Re James) favor an opening that 1s free from suggestion,
while othera prefer to suggest the aupernatural at the vory
atart of the atoryes It 18 genorally agreed, howevaor, that
there should bhe scme hint, if not several, of the supere
natural before 1t ever clearly appears in the storye. In
other words, a gradual orescendo should be managed, whioch
will eventually reach scme sort of clima® (the appearance,
or final appearance, of the ghost), From this will evolve
in varying dogrees suspense, which 1s almoat de rigeur in
the ghost atory. Asa lontague Summers observes, "A good ghoat
story muat be akillfully contrived, thers muat be auspense

and apprehensione™?

7 Montague Summers, Victorian Ghost Stories, Intro-
duoction, p. %1111,




Ce The goentor of interost

A prime oconsideration 1a the maln rotif; iIn a auccesse=
ful ghost atory the ghost must bte the centor of intorest,
There are three typea of ghoat stories often mot with in .
vhich the ghost 1s of seccondary importance, which are gseldom,
1f ever, firaterate stories, These are the humorous ghost
story, the moral ghost story, and the sov-called psycho=
logiocal ghost story, All of those are dlscuassed in tho
geotlon on the various types of ghost story; ao it will -
be suffiolent to say here that in each of the throee types
the emphasias 1s usually put on some element other than the
supernatural, W%When the incerost is fooused on the emotions
of othef characters, comic episodes, or moral lessons, the
ghoast 18 made to serve merely as a means to an end, and

for ﬁhe begt effeot this 18 disastrous,

De The explanation

“As for the explenation, pseudoacientific or otherwise,
there 18 something to be sald on both sldes. MNontague
Summers considers the explanaticn unneceasary, "The authentic
note of horror is struck in eerie suggestion which 18 of
intent left 1ll=defined, Nothing could be more orude than
an explanation and 1t 18 this banallty that often ruins a
atory which otherwise mirht bs of the very firat order,"8
One of the moat superb ghost storles ever written, Bulwere

Lytton's "The Faunted and the Haunters,” 13 usually roprinted

g Summers, The ¥amplre,p. 273, . .. - .

18
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(and rightly so) without the lengthy explanation of several
pazes which the author originally affixed to it, This
explanation adds nothing and detracts much, and 1s very
tiresome reading,

On the other hand, the explanation often adds materially
to the story, the reader not receiving the full impact of '
the haunting until after realizing the reasons for its
existence, As Peter Penzoldt puts 1t, "detalla, which form
a sort of explanation that makes the story plausible, and
therefore all tho more horridble, are an inte;ral part of
the olimax,"? Armong many excellent ghost stories that
would suffer greatly i1f an explanation of the haunting were
deleted are F, Harion Crawford's two masterpieces, "The

Upper Berth,"™ and "The Soreaming Skull,"

Ee¢ The style of narration

A factor which ocounts largely in the success of a
ghost story 1s the manner in which 1t 1s told, To create
the necessary atmosphere the ghoat story must de told
seriously; attempts at jooularity are almost always fatal,
There 13 one really superb exception to this-«E, F. Benson's
"How Fear Departed from the Long Gallery," a story of
genuine terror which the humor at the opening only aerves
to heighten by oontrast. A oomio style of narration apoils

_ two of M, P, Dare's storiesa, "The Haunted Drawers" and "*h.e

9 penzoldt, pe 18
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Haunted Helmet." Nothing could be any more trivial or

superfluous than the suprosedly faroiocal rhoat atories in

Told Aftor Supper,10 by Jorome K. Jorome, Often tho ghoat
atoriea of John K. Bangs and occasionally those of Sabine
Baring=Gould suffer from the same fault, True, there is
an occasional touch of sly humor in some of i, R, Jamoa!
storiesa, tut unless handled by a master, comic narration
can spoll.a ghoat story perhaps more quickly than anything

elsa,

III, Terror versus hofror

‘Theré 18 a final distinotion that muat be made between
a fine ghost atory and a medioore one: the difference
between terrof and horror, Peter Pengoldt aays, "The
pure‘talo of horror ocan never reach a ﬁigh literary standard,
becauso .1t uses the most primitive devices to oreate terror,
and of ten merely disgusts where it should frighten."ll

Generally speaking, only a master can create real
terror, for terror has in 1% more than a little of awe,
Lesner writeras, unable to achleve true terror, content
themaelves with oreating horror instead, by the most re=
volting and loathsome descriptions, Thus M. R, James
usually gives us fine storles insplring genulne terror,
wvhile Arthur ¥aohen or H, P, Lovecraft often succeed only

in arousing horror and somotimes nausea.

10
11

Jerome K, Jerome, Told After Surper,

Penzoldt, pe. 93,



Montague Summers sums 1t up very neatly: "If there
1s a note of spiritual horror, vhether it bs vampire horror
or Satanism, the story 1s ralsed to another plane far
higher than the rather nauseous experiments of lunatioc
surgeons, hanlf=human plants, monstrous inseots and the
11ke."12 And agaln, "Above all, mere orude physioal
horrora o ¢« « ¢ 8uch as I would inocidentally remark only
tSo often mar the modern supernatural story  « « « are
atrlotly to be avoided, A nauseous physical senaationalism
will dilsguat and slicken the reader, Spiritual terror is

on a far higher, on a far more awful, plene."13

12 yontague Summers, Supernatural Omnibus, Introe-
duoction, pe 30, ,

13 Summers, Victorlan Ghost Stories, Introduotion,
Ps. x134s,




THE TYPES OF GHOST STORY

In a discusaion of the ghost stories of the last
hundred and fifty years some attention must be paid to
different typea, Therefore, a catalogue of these varioua
types of ghost story is called for, with a short discuasion
of each type, Any attempt at oclasaification of this sgort is
of necessity somewhat arbitrary, for as we shall see, the
ghost story permits of almoat unlimited variety.

For the sake of convenience I have drawn up an outline,
which to the best of my knowledge has never been attempted
before, This outline is intended to be nelther rigid nor
conclusive; there are stories that will fit into several
of the categories at once and othera that will not fit

perfectly into any.



THE TYPES OF GHOST STORY

I, The riddle ghost story

A, The inconolusive story
B, "What was 1t?"
C.. Strange disappearances
l, Persons
2,. Places

II,. The moral ghost story

A.: The avenging ghost
Bs The punished ghost

IIi, The humorous ghost story

IV, The peyohological ghoat story

A, Dreama

Be Emotional 1llneas or insanity

Ce Guilty.conascience or persecution complex
D, Possession .

V. The ghost story as serial time

A, From out of the past
B, Into the future

VI. The problem ghost story

VII. The orthodox ghost story

A, The types of supernatural entities
1, The werewolf
2, The vampire
3. The elemental
4, The banshee
5, The poltergelst
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A, The types of supernatural entities (Continued)
The familiay

Assorted demons and filends

Remnants from ancilent religions

Foroces from other worlds

Ghosts

g8, Animal ghosts

b, Invisible ghosats

0 Animated ocorpses, skeletons, or
parts thereof

d. Ghosts of the living

e, The ghost as narrator

f+ Orthodox spectres

B; Reasons for the ghost's exliatenoe

To
To
To
To
To
To

seek revenge

correct a wrong

help the 1living

seek proper burial

guard something

fulfill a threat or promise

Yhen 1its grave 1a dlsturbed

As

the result of a ourse

Strong hold on a place or on life 1tself
Called forth at a seanoce
For other purposes



I. The riddle ghoat story

In this type of story the author offers no explanation
of the superﬁatural events, or perhaps implies explanationsa
other than the supernatural, Hence the riddle ghoat story
is either a euocéas or a fallure; there is no middle ground,
Here, understatement 1is the seoret of sucoess, and to say
enough without saying too muoh 1a a test of the writer's

ability,

A, The inoconolusive story

In the'inconoluaive gtory the author never makes 1t
clear whethef or not 1t 18 a ghoat ctory, Thia 1s perhaps
the most frustrating of all ghoat stories bescause the author
is deliberatély vague, Frequently in this type of story a
loophole is left for a rational explanation, causing one to
feel he has not been reading a ghost story at all, Many
of the so~called ghost stories of Vialter de la Mare are

of this type; a good example 18 "A Recluse,"

B, "What was 1t?"

In this type the ghost ia either mentioned, but never
appears directly in the story, or appears, but 1s never des-
cribed, Thus in both instances the precise nature of the
apparition is never made clear, but 1a left up to the
reader's imagination, Thila type of atory ocan be exceedingly
gruesaome beoaﬁae of this very indefinlte quality which
permitas of infinite variety. Vhat did the narrator see in
H, R. Wakefield's "Look Up Therel" That was so horrible
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that 1t drove him insane? Vhat was the flopping noise the
woman in W, F, Harvey's "The Cloock" heard in the shut~up
house she had just thoroughly gone through? "vhat was 1t%"
1taelf 13 the name of a famous riddle story by Fltz=James
O'Brien in which the specotral element 13 left undefined,

C. Strange disappearances

One of the most succesaful types of riddle story 1s
that of the myaterious disappearance, which may be that of a
perason or place, In the latter a man leaves hiL room and
can never find 1t again or perhaps not even the streset where
he lived; this type 18 1llustrated by H, P. Lovecraft's
"The Music of Erich Zann," In the former type people vanlah
into thin alr before several witnesses and for no apparent
cange, Where did they go? Ambrose Blerce wasa fond of this
type of story, and his "An Unfinished Raoe" 18 a good example,

II, The ghosat story with a moral

The moral ghost story can also beloné to almost any
of the other typea: a riddle tale, a humorous one, or just
an orthodox ghost story. Here the tale 1llustrates a moral,
Many fine stories have obvious morals to them, but when the

ghoat 1g made to serve merely as a means to an end, the work

will be a failure.

A, The avenging ghost

Here the ghost may wreak vengeance on 1ts murderer,
or it may be returning from the grave to fulfill a threat,
It may be wronged as a spirit and act accordingly, or 1t
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may be an unspeoified flend who punishes ocuriosity or
presumption on the part of mortals, Almost all revenge
ghoat stories would come in this category; a good example

1s Henry James'! "Sir Edmund Orme,"

B, The punished ghost

Here we have a haunting which ia the result of
wrongdoing in 1ife; the ghost 1s forced to atone for his
mortal sins, The haunting may be for a speciflied period or
until a certain-thing occurs, or it may last for all eternity,
Fine examplses of thia type of story are li. R, Jamos!

"A Nelghbor's Landmark," and E, F, Benson's "Expiation,”

III. The humorous ghost story

The humorous ghost story 1s of fairly early origin.
It appears in the work of Vashington Irving and also in

Barham's Ingoldsby Legends.

I oonsider the humorous ghost atory an interesting de-
velopment of the real ghost story but a kind of 1llegitimate
one, These stories do not frighten and are not intended to;
therefore they must be consldered as humorous stories rather
than as ghost astories, the supernatural element belng
secondary to the humor. In other words, while 1t 18 impos=-
8ible for a humorous ghost story to be a firast-rate ghosat
story, 1t i1s quite possible for 1t to be a first-rate humorous

story, ‘Some of these are very clever: John K., Banga' "The

Vater Ghoat of Harrowby Hall," for example, and of course
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Ogscar Wilde's "The Canterville Ghost,"™ which 1a even more

poignant (should 1t be called sentimental?) than humorous,

IV, The psychological ghost story
In this cutline the term "psyohological ghost atory"
will be applied to the story in which the ghoat might be
explained as a dream, & neurosis or insanity, a gullt com=
plex, or ag poassession, The term is also loosely applied
to the story which uses the supernatural as a device to
stimulate the other oharactoers and is mainly concerned

with their reaotions and emotions,.

A. Dreams

Stories in which the ghost may be explained as a
dream are less popular today than they were before the turn
of the century., Now the dream 18 used to give a reason for
a haunting or to explain what took place in the past, Per~
haps the moat famous of all dream ghoat stories 1a Vilkle

Collina' "The Dream Voman,"

B, Emotional illness or insanity

This theme has found inoreasing favor with modern
authors and was given impetus by Henry James and Oliver Onions,
There 18 an opportunity afforded for the display of much
talent 1n’wr1£1ng a story in which the peraon who sees a
ghoat 1sa cohsidered insane by othera, A riddle aﬁory may
evolve; did he see a ghost or was he adtually 1ﬁsane?.‘A
truly arresting story on this theme 1a "The Yellow Kallpaper,"
by Charlotte Perkins Gilman,



Ce Guilty consclence or persecution complex

Stories in which the ghoat appears to his murderer
often carry the suggestion of a persecution complex. The
persecution 13 explained as a guilty conscience in the story,
but the reader knows that the guilty one is actually haunted,
Again this type often falls into the riddle category. A
famous example of this type 18 J. S. Le Fanu's "The Familiar,"

D, Possession

Some of the beat ghost storles ever written are on the
theme of possession, in which a person loses his personality
in order to become the abode of another stronger one.

People méy be possessed by ordinary ghosts, various demoniac
spirits, or even by vampires. In Cynthia Asquith's "God
Grante That She Lye Stille" a girl of rather colorless
personality 1s besieged by the earthbound spirit of an evil
ancestresa, and in Mary Wilkins Freeman's "The Southwest
Chamber” a woman finds herself possessed by her dead aunt's

hatred toward herself,

Vs The ghost story as serial time

In the last few decadea we have had many stories whigh
have been influenced by Dunne's theory of serial time, Dunne
and his followers hold that time 1s an 1llusion and that past,
present, and future all exist simultaneously. Thus certain
people afe able to have glimpses of fﬁe past or the future by
a sort of "fold=in-time." This fold-in-time is the only ex=

planation possible in many fine ghost stories,
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A, From out of the past

Many ghosat stories describe the lmpressions of a person
who feels he 1s intruding in the past, In this instance
some drama that took place years ago takes possession of the.
present, and the living witneas is an interloper. A really .
excellent example 1s A, M, Burrage's "The Green Soarf,”

Also 1ncluded here are all storles of ghostly carsa, trains, .
and planes which, sinoe they were never alive, muast be ex~

plained as a psychlc impression or residue.

B, Into the future

The foldein-time not only permits flashbacks of what
tock place years ago.‘but also allows some people to have
glimpses into the futures A person with thia gift is said b
be posgsesased of second sight, !lany earlier wrlters of the
ghoat story used this theme, among them James Hogg and
lirs, Alfred Baldwln, but it 1s seldom met with today.
Elizabeth Daly has an intereating story on the fold=in-time
theme, "The Ghosts.," ' A woman sees the ghost of an ancestreass

in an old house, but it 13 suggested that on another time

plane the ancestress is seeing a "ghost"™ from the future,

VI, The problem ghost story
Somewhat similar to the moral ghost story 1s the pro-

blem ghost story; in each type the ghost serves only as a
means to an end, In this 1nstanoe the ghost 1as made the

instrument for solving some sort of problem, usually the lo=-

cationofahidden treasure or a lost will,
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¥hen the solution of the problem takes precedence over
the supernatural element (and 1% usually does) the story
loses much of 1ts effect as a ghost storye It might even
be sald to belong to detective flotion rather than to the
ghost story, Of ocourse the vhole plot revolves around the
ghost whose intervention alone oan provide a solution to the
problem, but here emphasis 1s placed on solving the problem
rather than on oreating fear, Consequently, firaterate
" ghost astorles of this type are met with very rarely, for as
stated previously the auperﬁatural muat be the central
motif for the best resulta, Almost all of Mrs, J, H, Rlddell's
stories belong in this catogory, and Mrs, M. R. S, Androwa'
"Through The Ivory Gate" is another examplo, in which the
ghost returns merely to reveal a buried treasure, Much better
‘418 J. Sheridan Le Fanu's "Madame Crowl's Ghost," in which the
- ghoat returns to reveal the corpse of tho child whom she had

murdered years before, thereby solving i1ts disappearance,

' VII, The orthodox ghost story

| In this paper emphasia 1s placed upon the orthodox
'ghost story which is merely a ghost atory as such, a tale

of terror intended to frighten the reader and devoid of
deoper meanings, This type of story is perhapa the most olde
fashioned of any discussed, alnoce it followa a pattern used
by earlier writers that 1s still popular today, Montague
Summers speaks of these atories, "the old=fagshioned Chrlst-

magsy kind, often traditlonal in their setting, deliberate



1n“mobément,fconvéntibnal'in'detail.e Yot how amazingly
effective they contrive to bel"l

The orthodox ghoat story may be divided into types
from two standpoints of classification: The type of supere-
natural oreature the story contains and the reason fgr'thia

creature's existenoce,

A.“ The types of supernatural entity

The types of supernatural entity which appear in the
orthodox ghost story are numerous, They include the were=
wplf,'the'vampire,snaturg spirits such as the elemental and
possibly the'poltergeiat,;énd agsorted unaspecifled fiends,
Among the various types of supernatural being met with most
frequently are the followings

1, Tho werewolf

‘This creaturo ogcurs infrequently in the earlier
English ghost story; one of the earllest werewolf tales 1is
the one told as an 1pterpolated story in Marryat's The
Phantom Ship in 1839, Like the vampire stories, stories of

werewolves are all rather much alike; read one and you have
read them ally It takes a writer of real genius to give us
guck a masterplece as Hugh Yalpole's "Tarnhelm." Peter

Fleming's "The K111" is also an excellent werewolf story,

1 Montague Summers, The Grimoire and other Supernatural
Stories, London, Introduction, Pe xxxiii,
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Also in thia category are stories in which people are able
to change into animals other than wolves, such as catas, bulls,

or hares,

2 The vampire

The vampire seems to have made its first appearance
in the English short story with Polidori's "The Vampyre" in
1819, Like that of the werewolf, this theme seems somehow
foreign to our literature, and it is only recently in the
search for new effeots‘that it has been used to any great
extent, Perhaps the best-known English vampire story is
"Carmilla," by J. S, Le Fanu; and "Mrs, Amworth," by E. F,
Benaon, 1s also a firsterate tale, Modern writers prefer
subtler variations on the theme, such as "paychic" vémpires
who drain people of their vitallity rather than their life'sa
blood, An intereating story of this type is "Mias Avenal,"
bva. Fes Harveye.

3. The elemental

An elemental 1s hard to define; it is moat often a
sort of nature spirit, usually malevolent and also possessed
of great poﬁer. There are dlsease elementals, flre elementalsa,
and elementals from outer space, and many more, Their favorite
abodes are ocertain poola, forests, or even specific trees,
'The acknowledged master of the elemental ghost story 1s
Algernon Blackwood, and his "The Willows" and "A Nemesis of
Fire" are both masterpleces of their kind, E., F. Benson
hag a éfrikingly original story of disease elementals in
"Caterpillars,"
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4, The banshee

Only seldom met with in fiotlion is the banshee,
a gpectre who foretells death or bad luck to certain families,
This being is generally belleved to have originated in Ire=-
land, ﬁrs. Alfred Baldwln 1s the author of one of the oute
standing banshee stories, "Sire Nigel Otterburne's Case,"
and Biander Matthews has a comic banshee story in "The

Rival Ghosts,"

5. The poltergzeist

The poltergeist is the rarest of all types of
supernatural beings in fiction, Perhaps this 1s because the
subject affords so little scope for variety in development.
Two examples of this nolsy, mlschievous spook are found in
W. F, Harvey's "Miss Cornelius" and M, P. Dare's "The Beamh;

neithep‘atory, unfor tunately, hag much to recommend it.

' 64 The familisr
Another flgure frequently found in the ghost story
13 the familiar, who comes in assorted guises at the summons
of soma,sdroerar to prey on his enemles, Again, the familiar
13 sent by his master to guard something, a treasure or often
a tomb, M, R, James has an excellent story of a famlliar

in "Casting The Runes,"

'7; Assorted demons and flends

Thefe ara’many stories poasessing real diatinction
which deal with various fiends, devils, and deﬁoné, often

unspecified, When the reader 1s left in the dark as to the



exact nature of the haunter, a riddle story may ensue,
These undefined fiends figure largely in the work of
M. R, James; a notable example is "The Diary of Mr. Poynter,”

‘8 Remnants from anclent religions

| When modern man tampers with articles used by
ancient pgiaats or traspassag where their temples stoo&,'he
is 1ikely‘to invite some undeairabdble company s Many ghost
atory writeﬂé are fond of basing stories on remnants of
Druid worsﬁip or on ancient Egyptian ocults which have pere-
slgted down to tho present, H., R. Wakefleld's "The Seven=~
teenth Hole at Duncaster™ i1a an instance of the former type,.
while F, B, Long has a good example of the latter in "A.
Visitor from Egypt,"

PO

9. Forces from other worlda

There have been many stories written on the assump-
;tioh that qur world is touched or surrounded by atrange

. forces, possibly from other astral planes, There are certain
places where the véil that separates the two wears thin, and
vhen human beings penetrate into one of these "breaks" they
often find_themselves in strange company or even in a strange.
place, These foroes may be malevolent, as 1n R, A, Cramts -
"The Dead Valley," or llke something from falryland as in
Algernoﬁ Blackwood's "The Trod," This type of ghost atory
requires more careful treatment than perhaps any other, for
1t 18 easy for it to become sclence fiction, an entirely
different genre from the ghoat story, and henoe exaluded

from this discussioa.
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10, Ghosts

The ghoat is naturally encountered more often
than any other form of supernatural being in the ghost
story, but even in genulne ghosts there is still room for
much variety, The ghost may be that of an adult or ohild,
of a 1llving peraon, or even of an animal, The ghost may be
invisible, or he may make his presence known in any number
of ways, many of them very disagrecable,

s The animal ghost

As a rule the animal ghoat is not found‘in
the earlier ghoat atory. ﬁhen the ghost ia that of a be-
loved pet, the story ‘may easily degenerate into sentimen-
tality.h There 1s an ocoasional tale of real terror, however,
1like Edith Wharton's "Kerfol,? in which a chateau is haunted
by fiva spectral pet doga,

be Invisible ghosts

‘When the ghost 1s invisible, he must reveal
his presence elther by sound or by touch,. A visible horror
is bad enough, but to face a gupernatural entity that cane
not be seen 1a decidedly worse, Perhaps the olasalec example
of the invisible haunter appears in "What Vas 14?5 by Fltze
James. 0'Brien,

d,  Animated corpses, skeletons, or parts thereof

Occasionally the ghost will take poasession of
a skelton, corpss, .cr mummy, Or sven jﬁat a'part of one of
these, such as a hand, An animated hand forms the basig for

a ﬁﬁmber of fine ghost stories, including W. F, Harvey's
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famous "The Beat With Five Fingers" In F, Marion Crawford's
"The Soreaming Skull" the skull not only shrieks but also
rolls about of its own volition and bites people’s throata, .

d, Ghosts of the living

The ghost 1s sometimes that of a person still
living or of one just at the point of death, and is then
properly called a wraith, If a person once took part in
some violent sotion, years later when that éotion is
épeotrally re-anacted he might see a phantasm of himself as
he was then, as in Mrs, Gaskell's "The 0l1d Nurae's Story.,"
James Hbgg also has some stories of wraiths, and the wraiﬁh
might also be explained as a sort of aatral thought-projectibn
a8 in Mérjorie Bowen'!s "The Avenging of Ann Leete,"

e, The ghost as parrator

‘¥hen a wrltor attempts to present the thoughts
and 1mpreasions of the ghost 1tself, the atory 1a most likely
to become a failure because 1t 1a unconvinoings I know of
very few stories of this type that are at all sucocessful,
among them Jack Snow's "Faulty Vision" and Vincent O'Sullivan's
"Yhen I Was Dead," fhe latter seems to be the first inatance
of this type of story, as far aa I can determine, -

«fo Orthodox spectres

The standard ghost of the older astories was
a trangparent figure robed in white, which moaned, wrung 1lts f
hénds, and' clanked chains, The modern ghost 1s much more
versatile in addition to bseing more solld, can converse

intelligently, and can bite, maul, or strangle its viotim,
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The ghost of today 1s not limlited as to locality but can
inhabit modern cottages and apartments as well as crumbling
caatles, PFurthermore, the modern ghost makes use of modern
oonveniences and uses the telephone and electric light to-
great advantage. Surely ghosts have come a long way} Pere
haps the most famohs of all orthodox ghost atories 1is
Edward Bulwer-Lytton's "The Haunted and The Haunters,"

cortainly one of the moat terrifylng storles ever written,

Be Reaaons for the ghost's exlstence

There are a number of time~honored reasons for the
existence of ghosats, Some ghosts have a mission to accompliah
while othérs must return as punishment or as the iésult of
a curse, Other ghosts return from sheer love of iife or
attachment to afcertain plaoé, whila 8t11l others watch
over something suoh as a buried treasure oé often a tomb, .

In the laat few dgoades the ghost 13 ooccasionally introduced

into a story by meane of a seance,

l, To sesk revenge

‘ This is probably the most popular theme found in
the ghost story. One reason why the ravenge ghost is so
torrifying 1a that he 1s not hampered by materlal considera-
tlons; guns and locks mean nothing to him, The haunting may
take the form of parseoutlon, which is prolonged until the
viotim is driven to confesslon of gullt or even %to sulocide,
Sometimes the ghost does 1ltas own punishing, which i3 fre-
quently fatal aa in Henry James! "The Romance of. Gertain .
01d Clothes,."

i
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2, To correct a wrong

lGhostsrhave been kaown to return from the grave
in order to set things right, If a promise to a dying
person 1s broken, the consequences san be highly unpleasant,
August Derleth specializes in the broken=vow story; a good .
example is "Muggridge's Aunt," A. M, Burrage has a ghost
return to prove he 1s innocent of a murder in "Browdean

Farm," a yeal spine=tingler,

3. To help the 1llving

M. R, James and Montague Summers both consider
the helpful ghost & failure, but there are a great many
atorlies dealing with this type of spectre, Armong these
E. VW, Peattie's "On the Northern Ice" ranks very high, and
could also be cléssed‘as a tale of a ghoatly guardian. The

‘more helpful the author makes his ghost, the less frightful
it will become, thereby defeating hls purpose,

4, To seek proper burial

This 1s one of theyoldesé themes fognd in the
ghost story and 1is atill used to advantage, Tpe spirit 1is
no longer troubled and ceases to walk when 1ts mortal remains
arellaid to rest in consecrated ground., 1In "Sister Vaddelina®
" Re A, Cram has the story of a nun's ghost unable to rest ba=-
cauge she was walled up elive., In "Father Blanchi's Tale"
R, H. Benson %tells of a apirit who roams until the proper

massea are said for his soul,
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‘5¢ I0 guard something

"The ghostly guardian 1s often met with in the ghost
story. He may be some sort of demon or familiar sent.by:ua
_ sorcerer to guard his tomb, as in A, ¥, L, Hunby's "The
Insoription," or he can guard almost anything from books to
collectlions of china, There,are alaso storles of people
watched over by ghoats, and many storles have beon written o
treasure watohed over by a spirit, We see an example of this

type in "The Red Camp," by A. G, Benaon,

6, To fulfill a threat or promise

Ghoata who return to fulfill a threat are usually
malevolent and may often be classified as.revenge ghosts,
In Elizabeth Bowen's "Hand In Glo#e" the mistreated aunt
warns.her.nieoe»ehe-W111 be punished and returns from the
grave to strangle her, Ghosta who return to keep a promise
are not always so harsh; in "Keeping His Promise" Algernon
Blackwood uses the theme of two friends who agree that the
first one té_dig'will appear éfter death to the otheyr,

-7+ Yhen 1ts grave 1s disturbed ,

A spirit‘ia very prone Lo resent interference with
1ts resting place, and the consequences are often quite paine
ful, espeocially if the splrit had the foreslight to set a
guardian over 1ts tomb, M. R. James speclalizes in the story
of a. disturbed grave, and his "Count Magnus" 1s a notabdle

example,
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8, As the result of a gurse

A ghost may be the result of a ourse in two different
vwaya; A gorcerer may ocurse an enemy and send a spirit to
punish him, or the spirit may simply be earthbound because
’he was ouraed. An examﬁle of‘the‘former type 1a A, H. Burrage's
"Pootprints,” and the latter type is admirably illustrated by
J. 8. Le Fanu's "Wioked Captain Walahawe, of Tauling,"
There are also soms fine ghost storiea whioh revolve around
a oursed 1item of some sort, which may be an article of
furniture or some pieoa of wearing apparel. This cursed
item often 1nv01vea itas owner or wearer in dire misfortune,
or even death, August Deileﬁh's "The Satin Mask™ is a really

fine example,

9, Strong hold ona Elace or on life itself

Surpriaingly enough. these motivea for haunting are
vfound very seldom in the ghost story, althouéh they seem to
offer splendid posaibilitiea. R. H. Benson has an excellent
‘sbofy)bf a man,who,diings ﬁo 1life after death in "Father
Macdleéfield'a Tale," and Mrs, Molésworth in "Lady Farquhar's
01d Lady" has a ghost who just can't bear to leave the house

she loved,

c R

10, Called forth at & seance

The spirlt summoned ét a}aeance‘is of fairly recent
6rigin; I can find no instanoce of the seance motlf in the
ahort ghost atéry‘before the work of E., F, Benson. Benson,

however, is véry fond of this device and uses 1t frequently
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and to greaf advantage in "The Gardener," Joseph Shearing
also bases an exoellent story on a seance in "They Found My
Grave,"

11, For other purposes

‘The. reasons for which ghosts may return other than
thoae disouaaed under separate headinga are infinite . + o
they may return for almost anything. To mention but a few,
there are ghoata who return to accompany the soul of a
loved one to its new home, and others who return to steal
one's goul,  Others return to fihd it they)ware loved in
life, and 8t1ill others who return to slt for a portrait
or photograph, There 1ia ét least one ghost who comes back

to prevent a.ploture being taken of her corpse,



LITERARY BACKGROUND

Modern English and American ghost stories have a ocommon
ancestor in the Gothioc novel, of which the supsrnatural was
a standard feature., Genuine ghosts appear in Horace Walpole's

Castle of Otranto in 1764, in Clara Reeve's The 0ld English

Baron in 1777, and in M, G, Lewis' The Monk 1n 1796, Mrs,.
Ann Vard Radocliffe explains her ghosts away, but all her
novels are stepped in welrd atmosphsre, especilally her master=
plece, Mysteries of Udolpho (1794), The Irishman Charles
Robert Maturin has several Gothlio novels with genuine ghosts,

of which the most famous 1s Melmoth The Wanderer (1820),

These Gothic novels were so popular that less skillful
writers resorted to the lurid end fantastic often to the
point of the ridioulouavin order to gain attention, Indeed
several satires on the extravagance of the Gothic novel are
known, and at least one 1s excellent, Jane Austen'sa
Northanger Abbey.

At almost the same time that these full=length novels
ruinous oastles, torture, dark-browed Byronic villalns,
saintly heroines, énd a bewildering array of asgsorted ghoats
were so popular, there arose a shorter form of the Gothio

romance which forms the link bstween the Gothlc novel and
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our short ghoat story of today, According to Edith Birkhead
there were chapbooks contalning several short Gothlo romances
as early as 1806,1 Miss Birkhead mentions an example of these

early collections of ghostly=gothic tales called Wild Roses.2

This deceptively titled book contalned such‘ha1r~raising
stories aa;"The Tomb of Aurora, or the Myaterious Summons,?
"Twelve 0'Clook, or the Three Robbers,” "Barbastal, or the
Magician of the Fbréat of the Bloody Ash," and several
othera equally bloodocurdling.

Another oolleotion dating from 1823 1is mentioned by

Montague Summers, and has as its title Ghost Stories, Col=

leotad with a Particular View to Counteract the Vulgar Bellief

in Ghosta and A aritions, and to Promohe a Rational Estimate

of the Nature of Phenomena Commonly Considered as Supernatural.

This contalned such stories as "The Ghost of Larneiville,
"The Haunted Inn," and "The Village Apparition," but,the
ghosté are ali explained as impostures or sleep~walkers,
’These tales are the direot ancestors of our mo&ern
ghoat‘atory. Unfortunately, very few of them remain to us
today.w They werevprinted in cheap paper-baoked editions ine-
tended for use in the oiroulating libraries of the day and

were literally read to pleces, From what I oan agcertaln,

1 gatth Birkhead, The Tale of Terror, p. 186,
2 Birkhead, p. 186,

S Kontague Summars, The Supernatural Omnibus, Intro=-
duotion, p. 24,

3
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the few existing examples of these stories do not show any
great literary merit; their worth lies rather in the faot
that they are the first atep toward the contemporary short
ghost story,

In examining several of these early anthologles we
shall find very few storles that show promise of better
things to come., The stories are for the most part orude,
flat, and uninapired, Unfortunately, because many of these
chapbooks have no date, it is imposaible to discuss the
atories in chronological order,

Gothic Stories? oontains six stories, one of which 1is

called "Ethelbert, or The Phantbm of the Castle, A Fale of
Horror," Ethelbert explores his ancestral ocastle for the
first time and sees a portralt which bleeds ocoplously, He
then learns that his intended bride i1s his sister, Refusing
to claim hls newly found estate, he goes into a monastery
where he finds hisg father!s murderer and learns that his
bride«to=be 1s not his sister after all, Much 1s explalned
ungatisfactorily, or else not explained at all,

Entertaining Gothic StoriesS oontains five stories of

which one, "Henry, or The Portrait of Mary," 1s explained as
a dresm. Only slightly better is "Vildac, or The Horrid
Discovery." A wedding guest at an old caastle discovers

his host's father who has bsen imprisoned in a turret for

4 gothio Stories, London: S, Balley.

5 Entertaining Gothic Stories, London: W, Mason,
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years, When he entreats the old man to reveal himself the
captive explalns that his punishment 1s fitting, for he in
turn had killed his father, He then proceeds to point out
his victim's ghost to the agtonished guest,

Another collection is ocalled Tales of Terrorl or,

More Ghosts, Forming a Complete Fhantasmagoria,® which

contains "terrora one, two, and three.," "Terror one"

is the story of Ralph Neville,,Earl of Westmoreland, who
takes refuge in a supposedly haunted rulned castle during a
storm, There a phantom which turns out to be a Divine Spirit
reveals the future to him, The Tale 1s meohanioall& told
and falls completely flat,

A later, larger, and much superior anthology appeared

in 1826 and was entitled Legends of Terror, and Tales .of the
VWonderful and The Veird,” It would be well worth while for

gsome publisher to bring out a modern reprinp of this book,
for I belleve 1t is the most comprehenalve éolleobion up to
its time, containing many poems of the supernatural as well
as numerous stories, The modern reader would probably be
surprised to find included among these Washington Irving'a
"Rip Van Winkle," . Others include "The Wizard's Revenge,"
"The Bottle Imp," "The Dance of the Dead," "A Night in the

Grave, or .the Devils Receipt," and "The Spectre Horsemen of

6 Tales of Terrorl or, More Ghosts, Forming A Complete
Phantasmagoria, Londor: Ann Lemolne.

7 Legends of Terfor, and Tale# of the Wondarful and
the Wild, London: Sherwood, Gilbert, and Piper, 1826,
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Soutra~Fell, or The Fall of The House of Selby," in addition
to many others,

An intersating example of the early moral ghoat story
is "The Castle«~Goblin," A pair of lovers are about to commit
8in in the castle ruins when they are confronted with a
ghost with a spectral babe in her arms, The phantom informs
~the abashed couple that by preventing. thelr fall she hasa
-explated hers and 1a now free.

"The Water Spectre, or The Welrd Sisters™ 1s a Scottish
tale on the theme of the missing rightful heir., Muchardus
murders his friend and forges a will so he will inherit his
eatate, having already pald a servant to kill the friend's
son, But the servant keepa the chlld and also a minlature
1t wore of its father, The murderer pays a visit to the
woeird sisters to learn his fate, and is told that he will
perish when his viotim's ghost appears to him for the third
time, It has already done so once, and appears again as he
leaves the slsters' cave, Meanwhile, the true heir has
grown up and fallen.in love with the ward of hils father's
murderey,- The‘lovers‘are detected and captured; they escape
"and are ocaptured again., The welrd sisters give the youth
a flag to wave in time of peril; he waveas 1t now and his
father's ghost appears, sinks Muchardus'! boat, and the
murderer is drowned,

Here we have ample material for a full-=length Gothio
novel, but it ia.obmpressed into a fow pages, Naturally

theré'isqno room for development of detall or drawing of
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character, J. Sheridan Le Fanu was one of the first writers

I

of note to recognize the fact that a short ghost story /o

roevolving around one epilsode was to be preferred to such {
a oonglomeration as the story previously discussed, This K
1s one reason why Le Fanu may be considered as the father |
of the modern short ghoat story.

These shorter Gothic stories were not only collected
in anthologies but were also printed in the magazines, By
the time Victoria ascended the throne the short ghost atory
was a° atandard feature of the periodicals, This practice
was to reach its peak in the next two or three decades and
continue until the turn of the century; some of the finest

ghost storles are by contributors to fin-de~siecle magazines,

Perhaps this is why Victoria's reign (1837-1903) is often
called the heyday of the ghost story. Montague Summers has
made an invaluable contribution to weird literaturs by
ﬁﬁacking down some of these early ghost stories which origi-
nally appeared in various magazines and then reprinting them
in modern anthologles, As he puts 1t, "There are no richer
repositories of ghost storles than extinot magazines,"8 For
the reader with much time and still more patlence such Vie=-

torian magazines as All The Year Round, Harper'®s,Peterson's,

Blaokwood!'s, and the Pall Mall Magazine are all rich in fore

gotten ghost stories, One may recover a lost Le Fanu or

8 Montague Summers, The Grimoire and Other Super=-
natural Storiea, ;ntroduo%ion, Pe xxxili,




49

some such treasure.

One of the most famous of all ghost stories ia Daniel
Defoets "True Relation of the Apparition of one Mrs, Veal,"
which appeared in 1706, Most contemporary critics consider
this a plece of actual journalistic reporting rather than
fiotion, so 1t is omitted from this disﬁusﬂion.

Many of the early nineteenth=ocentury ghost stories were
anonymous, One of the earllest writersa of short ghost
storlea that we know by name la Sir Walter Scott, who has
two tales of the supernatural, "The Tapistried Chamber, or,
The Lady in the Saoqug" (1828) 1s the conventional story of
& guest in an old manslon who wakes to find bending over
him an evilelooking old woman who shortly vanishea, In the
morning his host offers a vagus explanation by way of apology
and 1s insulted when the guest lnslsts on leaving, Much of
the long introdustory part seems tedlous if not clumsy to
the modérn reader, but we must remember that tastes have
changed, and vwhat appears crude to us was what the Regency
and early Vioctorian reader expected, - Scott has a slighter
atory, "My Aunt Margaret's Mirror," which deals with second=
sight, An episode from Redgauntlet, "Wandering Willie's
Tale," 1a often found in the anthologles as a good example -
of the early ghosat story.

Another eplsode. from & nevel often reprinted as a
short ghost story ia the werewolf narrative from Captain

Frederick Marryat's The Phantom Ship (1839). This 13 an

excellent story and has been variously printed as "The



50

Werewolf," "The White Wolf," and "The White Wolf of the
Hartz Mountains,"
- Ge Re Maturin, author of the celebrated Melmoth

The Wanderer, has at least one short ghost story, "Leixe

1ip Castle,” This old-fashioned tale purports to bs a
family . legend of the fates of the three daughters of an
Irish baronet, The youngest vanishes supernaturally,

and her splrit i1a thereafter seen to hover over fireplaces
in the castle, The eldest 1s killed by a maniac on her
wedding night, The mlddle daughter observes certain rites
on Hallowe'en to discover her future huaband, but a fiend
appears inastead and gives her a dagger, After she has

been happily married for several years, her husband chances
to see the dagger and recognizes 1t as one he used to murder
. his brother, Furious, he acouses her of witcheraft, and
foroes an inatant separation,

An important "first" is Dr, John W, Polidori's "The
Vampyre® (1819), often mistakenly attributed to Byron.
Acoording to Montague Suymmers this is the first prose treate
ment of the vampire motif 1in English literature; immensely -
popular, 1% inspired several different and highly succeasful
plays,®

‘Lord Ruthven, a vampire, becomes the friend of a young
Englishman, Aubrey. They travel to Greece, where the vampire
kills a young pessant girl and is later apparently killed

——

Q'Montague Summers, The Vempire, His Kith and Kln, p, 230,
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himselfs On hils deathbed he makes Aubrey swear not to
reveal hls death for one year, On Aubrey's return to Eng=
land the shock of seeing Ruthven a social lion unhinges his
reasons I% is further unhinged when he discovers hls sister
i3 Ruthvents intended bride, Yo one liatens to the madman
until it 1s too late, and the unfortunate girl is dlscovered
another victim of Ruthven'!s unholy lust,

A follower of Scott in the field of the ghost story
was James Hogg,‘?The Ettriock Shepherd," Unlike those of his
master and oogntryman, the storles of Hoggz are somewhat

orude and certainly naive, His Winter Evening TaleslO

has a .section of "Country Dreams and Apparitions," which
containa gseveral examples of the early ghost story. In
Tibby Johnson's Wraith" a woman at the point of death
appears to a nelghbor and walks along the road in fron of
her, vanishes, then reappears further down the road. The
neighbor dies from shock and no explanation 1a offered for
the two appearances. In "The VWife of Lochmaben" a woman

who waas deeply relliglous returns, not to punish her murderer,
but to prevent her friend from belleving that she had coﬁp ;
mltted sulcide and thereby losing her faith, I have been
unable to locate Hogg's best known story of the supernatural,
. "The Vool=Gatherer,”

" Richard Harris Barham's Ingoldaby Legenda (1840 and

1847) containas several short ghost stories; but what is more

10 James Hogg, Winter Evening Tales, New York: Leavitt
and Allen Bros., 1871,
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rare, 1t also ucontains many ghost stories 1ln verse. These
latter oannot be included In this discussion, which 1s
1imited to prose flstion.

Barham's ghost storles are usually somewhat marred by
the alr of levity with which they are told, In one story,
"The Spectre of Tappington," the ghost turns out to be a -
sleepwalker and the story degenerates into farce, Much
the same 1s true of "Jerry Jarvis! Wig," in which a man who
has made a pact with the devil gets out of it by giving an -
acoursed wilg to his servant, The wlg cauases the servant
‘to steal and take to drinlk, and gets him into muoh mischilef,

More serious in tone is "The leech of Folkeatdne," leas
a ghoat story than an account of frustrated attempts at
witochoraft, "Singular Pasasage in the Lifs of the Late Henry
Haryris, Dostor in Divinity" 43 also free of jocularity,
This 1a a very originally oonceived, 1f rather tediously
told, story of sorcery, in which a student 1in Holland is
able to summon the astral self of hla sweetheart ln England
%o him by meana of the black arts, | |

Charles. 0lller was a literary contemporary of Ainaworth
and Bulwer-Lytton, and according to lontague Summers wrote |
several short ghost atories, "The Haunted House of Paddinge.
~ton," which appeared in the 1840's,1s almost smothered by a
atiff, rhetorioal style of narration, The plot 1ltself 1s
not originals A very worldly man is accosted by a phantom
in the midat of merry-making and warned that some one will

come for him ere long, He then goes into a decline and on
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the night of his death impatient footsteps are heard in the
next room, but no one can be seen there, The story has
little to recommend it,

If we omlt the work of Sheridan Le Fanu, which will be
dlascuassed subsequently, one of the first really outstanding
ghost stories 1in English literature is Edward Bulwer-Lytton's
"The Haunted and The Haunters or, The House and the Brain,"
This appeared in 1857 and will remain the clasgsic example
of the standard orthodox ghost story.

- -The story briefly 1s as follows: A skeptic prepares
to pass a night in a reputedly haunted house with his ser- .
vant (who flees) and his dog (who 1s strangled), The first
phenomenon they witneas 1s a print in the yard made by no
vigible foot, Inside they follow a vague light upstalrs
where iﬁ condenses into a small ball of fire, and they.also
806 chairs moved by misty blue forms, hear knocks, and feel
slaps, All this sets the stage for a terrible black shadow
and swirling lights which appear at lntervals, between the
acts, so to apeak, of a spectral drama acted out by the
phantoms of former occupanta-of the house, One room strikes
the man as especially sinister; when this is razed, a gmaller
room ig found beneath it, This secret room contains aome
sort of maglcal apparatus to ensure the working of a curase
on the house and to keep it haunted, . When the apparatus
1s removed, the houée i3 troubled no more., A short but
boring explanatory section attempts to offer a solentific

explanation, but the story is usually reprinted without 1%,
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Bulwer~Lytton also has two novels in the Gothioc tradlition,

Zanonl and A Strange Story,

George MaoDonald is the author of a short story of the
supernatural, "The Portent,” which I have been unable to find,

His David Elginbrod 1as a fine novel of the ocoulf.

Charles Diokens wrote several short atories of the
supsrnatural, and there 1s a need for a definltive edltion
of hia ghost atories, Of course, his most famous ghost
story 1s "A Christmas Carol," but this oan hardly be sald

to be a satisfactory ghost story. As Peter Penzoldt observes,

most of Diokens' ghost stories are a sort of fairy tale,

in whioh the ghost is used to 1llustrate a moral,l? This
fairytale quality 1s present not only in "A Christmas Carol"
but also in "The Chimea," "The Cricket on the Hearth,"

and "The Haunted Man and The CGhost's Bargain," The same
holds true for two more stories in this vein, "The Bagman's
Story"™ and "The Goblins Who Stole a Sexton." These stories
are n;t bona fids ghost astories and are hence omltted from
this. discussion.

Dickena, howaever, has at least two ghost storles free -
from moral elements and fantasy, and these manage to convey
a genuine ohill, "To Be Taken With a Grain of Salt" has
also been reprinted as "A Trial for Murder." In it & mur=
dered man's ghost appears to the foreman of a jury in an

effort to convince him the aupposed murderer is actually

12 pater Penzoldt, The Supernatural in Fictlon, p. 101,
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guilty, Even better is "The Signal Man," a story of second
gight, A signal man on a railroad has twice seen a phantasmal
figure near a certain ligsht and each time a terrible acocident
ensued, The third time he sees the figure it 13 a warning
of hla own approaching death,

‘Both Wilkie Collina and his brother Charles made use
of the supernatural in their writing, Vilkie Collins has.

a fulle~length novel of the supernatural, The Haunted Hotel,
but he 1sibetter known for one very famous short ghost story,
"The Dream Woman.," In this story a young man dreams repeatedly
that & certain woman 18 about to stab him, As he grows:
older he meets this woman, falls in love with her, and
marries her in spite of his mother's prroteats, One night he
wakens to find his wife about to stab: him, just as in hils
dream.':ﬁe preventa her, put she escapes, and now he lives
in conatant fear that she will return and try agsain,

Charles Collins, son=inelaw of Charles Dickens, wrote
at least ons better~than-average ghost story, "The Compen~

sation House," A man is reaponsible for another man's

death and:thereafter, whenever he looks 1ln a mirror, he sees
not his own face but that of his victim, Conseguently no
mirrors are allowed in the house, and the persecution does
not cease until the man ia on his deathbed.

- Robert Louls Stevenson is the author of one master-
Plece of macabre literature, Dr. Jekyll and Mr, Hyde,
with which, unfortunately, nqneVof his shorter pleces can

compare, As Poeter Penzoldt says, "none of Stevenson's
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five or six welrd tales 1s a typical short story of the super=
natural. One can call most of them fairy tales or parables,
They are supernatural in their general atmosphere rather

than in thelr plot,"13 This 1s correct; while all four:
stories hereafter mentioned have supernatural elements,

none 1s strictly a ghost story.

"The Body=-Shatcher™ 1s a astory of the supernatural .
only because the author was unable to concelve of another
solutione The reader 1ls unprepared and consequently feels
cheated in addition to being unconvinced, "Markheinm" 1s
one of those indefinite stories in whloh the supernatural
velement'could be a ghost, & vision, insanity, or aonscienca.
It 1s unsatisfactory from several counts, "The Bottle Imp"
1s a variation on the Faust pact theme, The bottle must
be s0ld at a lower figure each time, and the owner,"left
holding the bag" is doomed to perdition, Most suocessful of
all 15 "Thrawn Janet," in which Std4venson shows his gift for
telling'a story and nothing more, Thls 1s an aocount of the
retribution which overtakes a woman who has dealings with
the devil, a first-rate story unimpalred by sermonlzing,

Of course the Victorian ghost story was not limited
excluaivel& to men, Pemale noveliats such as Mlss M, E,
Braddon, Amella B. Edwards, Rhoda Broughton, and Mrs, Gaskell
all wrote ghost stories at the middle of the century. Later
thers wore Mra, J. H., Riddell, Mras, H. D. Everett, Mrs, Hartley,

13 penzoldt, pe 113.
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Mra, Oliphant, Y¥rs, Molesworth, Violet Paget, Edlth Nesbit, -
Mrs, Alfred Baldwin, and Frances Hodgson Burnett, to namer'Q
only a few, Some of these willl be discussed separately in

a later sectlion, I have been able to find only one ghost
story aplece by Mra, Hartley and Mrs, Gaskell, and I have
been unable to find any stories by Mrs, Everett, whoae

colleotlion 413 called The Death Mask,l4

- Amella B, Edwards 1s the author of several ghost storles;
four that I shall conaider here are found in Montague Summers!

Supernatural Omnibua, They were originally printed in All

The Year Round and dats from the 1860's,

- "The Engineer" is the story of two friends inseparable.
from boyhood., They become engineera and to to Italy, where
they fall in love with the same girl, One stabs the other
in a jealous rage and instantly repents, but it ta. too late,
Soma yeara later the survivor has a chance to revenge his
friend and:himself-on the heartleas girl, for she 1s on the
train which he ia driving, He 1a Just at the point of drive
1ng the train off a bridge when hils friend'as apirit appears
and seires the conirols, thereby saving hils soul., In "How
The Third Floor Knew The Potterlea" a waif 1s befriended
by the foreman of the potteriea, When the foreman's sweate
heart 1s stolen by an unsorupulous rival, the foreman disape-
pears, The boy he befriended sees the foreman's spirit twioce,
each .tima 'in front of a certain kiln, When the ashes are

81fted, remains of a human being are found, but the rival escapes,

[e——

14 H. P, Loveoraft, Supernatural Horror in Literature, p.82.
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"My Brother's Ghost Story" takes place in Switzerland,
An Englishman on vacation becomes friendly with two Italian
peddlera and a Swlss music-box saleaman, The young Swlss
i1s about to be married and takes the short route over a
glacier to his home, That night the Englishman and one of
the Italians hear. a music=box playing at twenty minutes to
,twelvezand find their.watohes_stopped at that time, Thelr
friend's body 1s later found lodged in a crevasas of the
glacler, o
‘: ggsgat;ot the four is "The Phantom Coach," a rather old=-
:fgshioqedetgle but none the worse for it, Alman becomes
lostvon“tha moors -during a gnowstorm while hunting and -
chances upon an old manor, When the owner finds the . man 1g
anxious. %o return to his wife, he sends a '‘servant to show
him tha~traokutofthe~highway. - Here the.man 1a supposed %o .
talte a ooach to:the village where he and his wife are staying,
The coach appeara before he can'reach the highway, however,
and he 1s horrifled at finding 1t occupled by three corpses,
Just:at the moment of discovery the ocoach goes over 1hto a
ravine, After some weeks of oareful nursing the man learns
thatlyears,ago a coach went into the ravine at that spot
and ’a]_l;inijj_i‘;, v‘wezfe_fkille‘d.; | ‘l‘hia,_;is_: an. e:;oep‘aionally welle-
develnped:atory and deservesa to be bebtter known, -
... Mlss M. E, Braddon has at leasat two ghosat ‘stories to
her oradls; nelther of which is particularly distinqulshed,
They both originally appeared 1n Ralph the Baillff in 1862

and are reprinted by Montague Summers in his Supernatural
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Omnibus, In "Eveline's Visitant™ a man kills his cousin in.
a duel‘and the cousin vows revenge as he diesg, When the
victor marries, the cousin'é ghost beglins to appear, not to
his slayer but to the bride, and eventually harrasses her
to death, "The Cold Embrace"™ is the story of a young man
who forgets his sweetheart while traveling and finds upon
his return that she had cormmltted suiclde, Thereafter,
when alone, he feels an invisible someone steal up bshind.
him and .clasp 1oy arms around hls neck. As was the cage
with Evellne, the phantom's continued visits eveniually
undermine his health completely, -

~ Mrs, Elizabeth C, Gaskell, better known for Cranford,
is the auﬁhor of two ghost stories, one of which,"Clopton
"Houée;“‘l‘waa unable to find, "The 0ld Nurse's Story" is
often reprinted in anthologies in spite of being clumsily
developed and too melodramatio,

A yoﬁng chlld and her nurse are sent to the old family
home to stay with an elderly greateaunt, The house is
haunted by an organ that plays by itself and by a lilttle
glrl who ories and raps on the windows, It seems that
years ago the greate-aunt!s sister was zecretly married and
had a child, and the jealous great-aunt denounced her slater
to their father, Enraged, he turned them out into the snow
where the child perished, and it i1s her ghost who tries
~to get in or to entlice others outside to share her fate,
The climax 1s reached with a speotral re-enactment of the

denouncement and aubsequent casting-out which takes place
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in the great hall and includes a phantom of the living
great~aunt as she was at the time of the tragedy., Mrs,
Gaskell 1a not without power in her creatlion of a dramatio
situation, but the story is hardly clear,

-~ According to Montague Summers, Mrs, Hartley wrote several

ghoat storiea; but he reprints only one in the Supernatural

Omnibus,15 "Chantrey Manor House" 1s not & particularly
halpr-paising tale, rather old-fashioned and somewhat cuspbare
somely developed, An Engllshman returns from India and rents
" an old house but finds 1t 1s supposed to be haunted,
Evehtually, various mild phenomena are expreienced by both
family and servanta, and because of the effect on his wifel's
health the man 1s forced to leave, This story 1s undistine
quished,

xfug“Margareh‘011phant Wilson Oliphant is the author
of a novel of the supernatural, A Beleaguered City, and also

& collection of shorter pleces called Stories of the Seen

and the Unseen.l6 Unfortunately, only one story from this

fits into our discussion, "The Open Door," Had Mrs, Oliphant
written other storles aslong similar lines she would rank as
a master of the ghost story, for "The Open Door" has bscome

a ¢lasgsic,

15 Summérs. The Grlmbire. Introduotion. Pe XXxiv,

16 Oliphant; Mrs, M, O, W,, Stories of the Seen and the
Unseen, Boston: Roberts Brothers, 1689, ’
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An indian’offioar’l&tely returned to Scotland rents
an old estate and moves there with hls family, Hls son, a
deliocate child, begins to hear volces and begs the father
to help the persgon who ories so, The father and doctor
bellieve the child has brain fever until they themselves
hear the voice orying "Mother, let me ini" Much investiga~
tion ensues, but no human agency can be discovered, When
the local minister accompanies the next trip of investigation,
he recognizes the volce, He prays for the spirit to seek
its mother in Heaven rather than where she lived in.life,
and the haunting ceasocs,

Edith Nesbit (Bland) 1s the author of several novels
and ochildrents books, many of which are highly flavored

with fantasy, I have been unsuccessful in tracing her

collection of ghost stories, Grim Tales (1893), but

Montague Surmers reprints two atories from it in his
Supernatural Omnibus,

; ‘One of these, "Man-Size in Marble," is a superb story
of really excellent atmosphere, A couple rent a small
cottage which incorporates the ruins of an old mahor house,
‘and near by is an -ancient chapel contalning tombs with marble
effigies on them, Acgcording to local legend, these marble
images get up one night each year and return to their old
‘hame. The man diaragards warnings and 1eaves his yoang

wife alone on this night, on raturnin" he finds her a corpse,

Tightly clasped in her hand 13 o stone finger,
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"John Charrington's Wedding™ 13 a somewhat slizhter
story; a very determined man 1s about to marry the village
belle but 1s called away by 1llness shortly hefore the
wedding He returns just in time, and acts so strangely that
some of the gueata believe him lntoxicated. When the
-carriage containing the bridal pair arrives at the reception,
the groom 1a mlssing and the bride 1s a maniac, A telegram
arrives from the place he visited saying that he was killed |
in an accident on hls way to the station,

- -Mrg, Frances Hodgson Burnett is remembered by lovers
of welrd literature for two long short stories of the sﬁpar—
natural which have bsen printed separately as novelettes,
Neither "The White People" nor "In The Closed Room" 13 an
ordinary ghost story; they are not intended to frighten and
are almoat poetlic in tona., They posaeas & sad and sercne
beauty all thelr own, and the only other ghost story which
apprdaches them at all in thils respect is Marjorlie Bowen's
"Miss Luoy'a Two Visitors," .

“"In the Closed Room" (1904) 1a the atory of a little
girl who hates the drab ugliness of a hot, noisy Yew York
apartment, - Her parents are good people but do not under-
stand thelr aomewhat ethereal/ohiid. However, when the
father gets a job as carebaker in a shut-up manslon, the
éhild is happy becauss she now has a playmate. Another
child awalts hor in the closed roort, the lock of which opens
only to herltouoh. She-describésvthe playmate to her mother,
but the parentaythink 1t 1s imagination, 1I% 1s only after



63

their daughter's death that they learn the playmate wasg the
former daughter of the house, and it was because of her
death that the house was closed, o
The heroine of "The White People" (1917) was born just

after the death of her father and just before the death of
her mother, It 18 suggested that this accounts for her
unocanny "gift," At any rate, she possesses the faculty
for seeing dead people, eapecially those who return to be
'near‘loved ones, and she distinguishes them from the living
because ‘of their strange whitensss, As a chiid she‘hadvfor
‘a playmate "Wee Brown Elspeﬁh“ who was murdered hundreds
of years before, Now that she is grown, the man she lovea
dies before their marriage, but she is content with his
aatral self, one of the "white people," These stories are
~ longer than the average ghoat story but would lose much of
theif effect if they were shortened, |

~ The short Bpglish ghost story haas had its American
counterpart almost from the very beginning, The history
of the short ghost story in America mighﬁ be gaid to parallel
that of 1ts English progenitor, although on a alightly
smaller scale. There have even been Gothic novels written
in America; Charles Brockden Brown's Wieland and Jullan Haw-
thornes Archibald Kalmaison, to name only two,

}Gollectiona of ashorter Gothio storiea had their appeal
here just as they did abroad; anthologles of short ghost
stories appeared in America by 1835 and probably earlier,

Tales:gg Terror, or the lysterles of Magls was "a selection
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of wonderful and supernatural stories translated from the
Chinese, Turklsh, and German," complled by Henry St. Clair,
and printed in Poaton 1n 1835, 17 Several of the elighteen
stories In the volume treat of Faust pacta between human
beings and flendsa, while at leagat five are in the most direct
Gothio tradiition, orude and stilted. There i3 a werewolf
story,"The Gored Huntaman,"™ in which a lovely woman has
the power to turn herself intoc a stag. Perhaps most read-
able of a1l is "Peter Rugg, The Misslng Man," which according
’toza modern anthology 1s by Williem Austin.l® Rugg, a
man .of violent temper, vows %o reach home before a storm
breaks or never to reach 1t, Ie never does reach homs, and
his oarriage 1s afterward seen through several lNew England
states, always Jjust before a storm, and the driver often
gtops to Inqulre the correct route to Boston., T)e story
13 Imaginatively told, but probably owes something to the
legend of the Flying Dutchman. It 13 intereéting to remark
that the editor of this anthology says in his preface (speaking
of the short story of the supernatural), "There are no tales
vhich excite such intsnse interest, or will bear frequent
perusal so well," And this almoat a hundred and twenty-
five yearsﬂagoi

In tracing the development of the short American ghost

story the first author of any consequence that we encounter

17 3t, Clair Henr Talog of Terror, or the Mysteri
’ s 18508 ) My es
of Magio, Boston: Charles Gaylord, 1835, ~

18 Elizabeth Hough Seohrist, Thirteen Ghostly Yarns, p-. 1.
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1s Washington Irving, His Talea of a Traveller (1824)

contalns four ghost storiles, one of which poaaesses rea1
merit, Irving was fond of the humorous ghost story, and
mogt of his ghost atories contain a comlc touch or two,
even if it 1s only 1n the character of the narrator. "The
Bold Dragoon" 1s an excellent example; the whole story is
a mixture‘of‘rarrago and farce, Ty,e dancing furniture,
which may be explained as the result of too much liguor,
13 delightful, but the tale can hardly be classifled as a
good ghost story.  Similarly, "The Devil and Tom Walker"
13 told with tongue in cheek and would scarcely frighten

a child, although it 13 certainly a well~written and original
treatment of the Faust theme,

"The Adventure of my Uncle" 1s more serilous in tous,
but somevhat unsatisfactory because of lack of explanatlon,
A visltor to an old chateau wakens bto see a female flgure,
robed in white, which shortly vanishes, He ldentifies the
ghoat fﬁom‘a portralt next day, but his host refuses to re=
1late‘her history.f?The aimllarity bvetween this story and .
Scott's "The Tapistried Chamber,"” which is far superior to .
i1t, 1s obvious,

0f declded excellence 1s "The Adventure of the German
Student or, The Lady with the Velvet Collar." During the.
Revolution a poor stﬁdent in Paris finds a glrl huddled at
night oa the ateps of the guillotine. He takes her to hils
room, fails in love with her, pledges ebternal faithfulnqss,

and theyispendﬁa night of rapture,. Then he returns next
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day from his studiesa, he finds the lady a obrpae. A
policeman identifiea her as having been guillotined the day
‘before, and when he unclasps the buokle on the band about
her»throat,rher head rolls on the floor. . The student
dies in a madhouse, The story is a little gem of pure
horrbr.‘without a single incongruous note,

Irving 1s.also highly adept at rewriting old legends,
as evidenced by'hié Tales from the Alhambra, Two of his

. beeﬁfkﬂ&Wn‘atbries'fitﬁin‘this category also, "Rip Van
Winkle" and "The Legend of Sleepy Hollow," both tno'well
kuown‘tq need dlscussion here, Not so well known are ”The
Storm,Ship",and7"Hell~Géte,V both oonoérned with spectral
‘pirates in New York harbor and on the Hudson River, ILike
tha*ﬂheadlééa horseman,™ the ghost in "The Spectre Bride=-
ércém“fiszan-impoature and not a genulne revenant,
1A1maat»every anthology of the supernatural of any length
will 4noclude a story by Nathaniel Hawthorne, but I cannot
find any bona fide ghost in his work, Like Mrs, Radeliffe,
Hawthorne steeped his tales in a ghostly atmosphere without
introducing any genuine apparitions, He chose rather to
suggest than to take the step of using an authentic spectre;
we oan admire his prudence if not his jJjudgment, We cannot
but feel,.however, that had he written a true ghost story
he would have managed somehow to explain.the ghost away,
for he was not free from the early lure of pseudoscience

fiotion as we see from "Rappaccinits Daughter" and "Dpr,

Heldegger's Experiment,"”
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The two stories of Hawthorne's which most closely approach
genuine ghost stories are "The Gray Champion" and "The White
01d Maid," In the former atory a personified apirit of
colonial freedom oomes to the colonists in their time of
need, predicts the downfall of a tyrannioal governor, and
diasappeara, "The White 0l1d Maid" is an ultra-romantio tale
in which 1t 1s suggeated that a woman long dead returns from
the grave to keep an appolntment at a certaln time,

- This 1a Hawthorne's chief fault., Had he made his
ghoats unmistakable as such rather than leaving the question
up to his reader he might hold a highexr place than he does
in welird literature,

We come now to the greateat master of the welrd tale up
to this time, Edgar Allan Poe, who was to influence Amerloan,
English, and oontinental fiction for the next fifty years,
While many of Poe's atorles show an undoubted debt to thse
Gothic novel, yet, like Hawthorne, he failed to avall himself
of their outatanding featuree~=the genuine ghoat, One 1s
amised in reading Poe to notilce how he manages to avoild the
actual ghoat and yeﬁ write a atory of the supernaturall
Hs P Loveoraft devotes a whole chapter tc Pce and pralses
him highly: "Whatever his limitations Poe did. that which
no one else ever did or ocould have done; and to him we owe
the modern horror story in ita final and perfected state,"l9 :

~Horror story, yea, but ghost atory, nos Poe's influence

on the genuine ghoat story seems to have been almost negligible,

P

19 1oveoraft, p. 52.
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‘excepting on Loveoraft himself, whose work includes few true
ghoat astories, We see agaln the contemporary predilection
for pseudo~soience in Poe's "The Facts in the Case of M,
Valdemar,". a rather lurid account of a corpse not allowed
to die because of a hypnotic trance, Fortunately, this
bogus scientifio knowledge fails to mar hls four best storles
of the asupernatural,

"The Oval Portralt™ is a sort of vampire story, in which
a painting gradually saps the 1llfe of 1ts subject, a lovely
yoﬁng girl,‘uhtil'upon 1ts completion she falla dead, ‘This

seems to be a possible source for Wilde's The Ploture of

, Dorian Graz.V Poe also hasianhintaresting gstory of possesasion y

in "Ligé&é?" which possesses real power in spite of occasional \ 
-oruditieé;7 The dead first wife comes back to "posseas™ the . i
second one, eventually causing her successor to resemble .
her physically,. L

Avmuoh better story, perhaps Poe's best from the
atandpoint of eerie atmosphers, is "The Fall of the House of
Usher,” This masterpiece of macabre fiction has no single
genuine ghost although geveral are suggested, Poe's supreme
achlevement in this fleld, however, is "The Masque of the
Red Death," surely one of the mosat strikingly origilnal
stories of terror and suspense ever written, Tge gruesome
Qescription of the seventh chamber and the thrill of horror
we experlence when we realize the uninvited gueat 1a the
Red Death, or death itself, if you prefer, 1s scarcely to be
matoched elsewhere and is in a class by itself,
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Irving, Hawthorne, and Pée were all to contribute to the work
of FitzeJames O!'Brlen and Ambrose Blerce, who will be disg=-
ocussed in a later section, These two men, ths fathers of
the American ghosat story, were to pave the way for a great
flowering of the ghost story with such masters as Henry
James, Ralph Adamsg Cram, F, Marion Crawford and Mary E,
Willkins Freeman,

There has grown up in the last two or three décades a
strange school of weird fictlon in which the writers specia=
lize 1n a particular combination of ghost story, phantasy,
sclence flotion, and aadism, copled partly from Poe and
partly from.the work of one another, Vhen a writer cannot
stand on his own feet but must use the inventiona and
terminology of others, his work can only be sald to be

decadent,



THE GHOST STORY
IN BRITAIN



CYNTHIA ASQUITH

Even.had Lady Cynthia Asquith written no ghost storleas
of her own, devotees of the macabre would still be indebted
to her as the oolleotor~editor of her series of Ghost Books,
and;ﬁaveral othér anthologies, However, Lady Asquith haa‘
sevé?al gtories of her own, at 1eést two of which poséess
'&eciﬁad merit} they are oollected in the volume called
gggglgggggl.gg;;. ;Two of the stories 1in this colleotion
are.not:ghoat atories, and a third story, "The Nurae Never
told.? based on Dunne's Theory of serial time, must be
01aésed.aa a failure. 0f the remaining six stories, two
are of possegsion, two are of ghoats with a mlsalon, one
is of dire ghostly revenge, and the last one 1s an excellent
riddle atory, | | | |

There 1s nothing t? alarm 1nv“The White Moth," a poighant
‘story,of a girl whoae parents refuse to let her wrlte poetry,
and she dles with a great yearning unsatisfied, Years later
another girl, the complete ppposite of everything poetloal,
Pinds ﬁérqelf compellsd to set pen to paper when staying ;n
8 gertain room, and the result ia exqulsite poetry., Of
coursa}§he room is fhat in which the real poet died years
Before. Tga only fault of this atory is possibly that the

8etting 1s over-elaborately lald.
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Miss Asquith's other story of possesslon, "God Grante
That She Lye Stille," is more grim, A lovely young girl
who has no real chavacter of her own feels she is gradually
being ousted by a stronger personality, that of a very evil
anoestresas Alded by her 1aver, a young doctor, ghe
managas to repulaa the would=be invader, but the strain
1s too much for her health. An 1ntereat1ng story of a
spirit with a miasion ié "Tha First Night,“ in which the
author af 8 play returns from the grave to play the lead
as 1t ghould be’ played when the atar is indisposed‘ Thisa
is babtar than the average ghost atory of The show must
gb on," '
A stark atory of revenge is told in "The Playfellow,
in which a man lets his little nlece periah in a fire in
order to inherit the ‘ancestral home owned by hia elder
b&bther.’ Retribution comes when a fire breaks out once
moﬁé;laéeking to save hia dwn‘daughter,'tha man ¢limbs a
ladder to resch her at the window, His "daughter" turns out
to be hlsllong-dead niece who laughs at him while his own
déughtér 15 bufned td death in gnother w;ng. |

“Tha:corner Shop" 1s one of the very few successful
ghost étories"in which the ghost does not frighten, although
there 13 an eerie twiét at the end, An antique dealer made
his fortune by buyling three thinga, of whoae true value
thelr owners were ignorant. Late in life his‘oonécienae\
priéka him and he tries to atona by arranging 1t so that

articles of grea% éalué are picked up for a trifls, thus
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giving the buysr a chance %o bs honest in his place, This
happens twice, but h@'dies before 1t ocan bYe accomplishod
the third time, It 18 accomplished the third time when a
young man discovers that an odd little frog 1s a valuable
pleca of jade and tries to return it, He is surprised to
“learn that the old man who gold 1t %o him has besen dead for
aome time,J

An exosllent viddle aﬂor&, one of sheer horror, ia
toldfhy'én 111 woman in "The Follower," She explains to
eﬁa.aoatpr (whose face 1a averted) that she has been haunted
for ye§r§~bw a horribly repulsive man who has made her
1ifs miserable, ;Tha‘éootor,‘in 8 very solicitous volce,
inquirees if the man's face wore like hls, and reveala itwe
attracted by & plercing soream, attendants rush in and find

the dead woman alone in the room,

MRS, ALFRED BALDWIN
;fOne.af the outstanding writoers of ghoat atories in

finede~slcole England was Kra, Alfred Baldwin, whose
0olleotion s oalled Tho Shadow on the Blind, and Othen
QQQQQ:Stcrié + Although the atories are rather oldefashioned
tn the heliing,‘at leaat two are superb, and the author 1a.
highly adeﬁb‘at the story with an 1nnunnanb opening that
culﬁinaeee in disaster, |

| "The Unoanny B&irﬁ“ ia an 1ntévesﬁzng atory of seccnde
8ight, in which a delicatekohild foresees several deaths,
inoluding his fatherts, bﬁt the faoculty leaves him as he
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gets older, "The Welrd of Tye VWalfords" is an intereating
story of a man haunted by an heirlcom bed, He destroyed
the bsd beocauss there had been 20 many deaths on it, but
portlons of the carving are used to make a oradle and when
hias infant 1a placed in 4it, it dles,:

‘_'"many ¥aters Cannot Quench Love™ 1a a slighter atory,
in which a weak plot spoila a fine serie setting, On the
aams night that a‘young man drowns in a flood, his aweote
neark‘dvdwns'offﬁhﬁe'boaet of Afrioca, and her spirit appears
to a stranger in the home she hated to loave, Another
slender story is "How He Left the Hotel," in which the
.e;evater boy tells how he took down an old gentleman who
had besn very 11l and watched him go out the front door,
only to leayn a few minutes later that the man had just
died in his bed,

"S54y Nigel Otterburne's Case™ 13 s very clever banghee
story in which & family death ia always heralded by the
phantoms of all deocesssd relatives, In this inatanocae the
ayiﬁg #ﬁn'a daughter sces amohg this host of spirits that
of her brother in India, of whose death she éas unaware,
and the shock drives her mad., Less cutstanding, and perhaps
a trirle-langthy 1s "My Next=Door Kaighbov.” sot in a
charity nbapital. The narrator sees the man in the bed
next to-him vieited shortly before death by hila decoassd
awaatheart.'

_ The most old=faghioned atory in the collection is
"Ihe Empty Ploture Frame,” but it 13 still a very readable
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gtory for all that, A woman 1s viaited by a dlatant couain,
and tries %o show the visitor a astriking resemblance between
hergelf {(the viaitor) end a family portralt, only to f£ind an
empty frame with the portrait vanished, When tho guest
leaves, the portralt ias found 0 be baock in place, The
erowning blow 18 s letter from the coualn saying she had
been on the bontinant and had just received_?he lotter of
invitatlion.

UThe Shadcw en the Blind" 4s the standard story of a
family that buy and restors an old mansion reputed to ba
hauﬁtéd.‘f&t a fanoy-dress bhall the new owner hears groansg
fron the baam dvarhaad, and his daughter asees an evile
1ooking ﬁan with é gword in the hall, Outaside, her husband
8ses on é'blind the shadows of,two men in a atruggia. The
family &iscnvare that the hcuse was the soene of a violent
| quarrel 1n which a young man killed his father with a
aword thruat. Reedleaa to aay, thay leave the housa
-imme&iatazyg : ’

.~ "MoResl and The Connterfeit" 1s Mrs, Baldwin's

| masterplaas. and one of the best ghost stories I have sver
reaa.  ﬁ &anng man 12 vislted by a courle oflachoai friends
for a hoi&day.' Theoy learn that his home 1a haunted hgftha
ghést of & munk.(éhe house having been bullt on the rulns
of a Clstercian monastery, and that the ghost has not been
seen fnr'rorcy yéara. On hearing hig host 1s disappointed
nevur ta have aaen the phantom monk, one of the guaata

deotdes to play a joke on him, He proocures a rob;eand
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| on the next moonlight night he leaves his room to pace
the haunted hall, He sees his reflection in a mirror,
but 1t appvoaohea as hé stands &t1ll, and when hia host

" and the other friend arrive, thsj':ind fwo monks. One of
them glides into the wall, and the othor 1@ the corpse of
their foolhardy friend,

SABINE BARINGGOULD

~ Sabine Baring-Gould's A Book of Ghosts possesaes
variety 1f not vitallty. Tye ghosts vary from humorous to
deadly, from a French walter %o a Heanderthal man, but most
" of the atories muat be vanked as failures, In the first
place they are too full of ruminating conversatlon which
adds nothing end detraots muoh, Seoond, the reader getsa
the impression that the author ls writing with tongue in
cheak and doesn't believe in what he is writing about,
Thie is fatsl for a good ghost story, In other words,
there are %00 many aﬁoriss in the vein of Jerome K, Jorome
and John K, Bangs; out of twentyeone stories only about a
dozen merit dlscussion, and that only briefly.

~In "Jean Bouchon® a decensed waiter of that name
ocontinues to serve and to teke tips, Iie serves only new
customers, and when hia coffin 1a opened in later yearas,
1t 1a found to be full of change received as tips. No
better 1ar"colonei Halifax's Ghost Story,” in which some
bones are kopt by & colleator under the mistaken impression

that they are very old, Thelr formor owner was & murdered
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poachey who now haunta the wing in which they are stored,

A revenge ghost appears in "Huatapha,* An Englishman
causes an Egyptian to break a samored vow, thereby uninten=
tionally foraing him to cut his throat, In return the
Bgyptian's ghost comes baok to ocut the Englishmants throat,
f1ittle Joe Gander" is the most sentimental story in the
book} the mother of a feeblo~minded child returns from the
grave to prevent his sadlstlo father from beating him,
BaringeGould has oﬁa humorous ghost astory that is very
oleveé; xn‘"ﬁcaliater"‘thé ghost of a soldier appears to
a}wan énd‘agks him %o tell a descendant fhat the wrong
upper helf of & body ia buried in his place, The descendant
is séuthiah énd is too stingy to remedy the aituation.»

| Hone of the following stories are at all outstanding;
they ara‘hoe even sesond~rate, 50n The Lakda" faila of a
house haunted by the owner's 1éuana greategrand=aunt who
returns from the grave to dance on the roof on windy
Nanmhar nights, "White Flag" 1s a atory.éf the Bbar Var
and of an‘Engliah@au killed by'triokeny on the part of a
8oer ramily. His mothar learna of this and ourses them,
and khey die one by one, She later repents,

In "Aunt Joanna,® best of the four, a couple steal
the poséa&aions of an old recluaé Just daceaaeé. They wake
in thavnxghc to fznd her cloaely‘exsmining her posasessions
after whioh she departs witb hhem. They are later found
planed naat1y on har greave, "?he Leadenkaing“ is the

story of a heareleaa girl vho jilts several suitors, one of
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whom shoota hlmself, The girl then hears a speotral pistol
fired at her ear at the moat inopportune timesa, and finally
finds on her hhnd & leaden ring made. from her scorned
loverta fatal dullet,

~"The Bold Venturs” is a veory original story dbut a
somewhati gomplicated one, An 0ld woman hates hor daughtere
in-law, and both are jealous over the former's grandson
(the latter's stepson), The grandmother makes the child a
toy boat, but his stepmother solipaea Lt by a bought one,
The diaapﬁolnka& grandmothey takes Lo her bsd and aocon dies,
Ona‘morning soon after the atepmothert's boat 1s found
shattered, apparently by the one mads by the grandmother,
and from then on the stepmother slckens and eventually diea,

| The best story in the cblleotion ia "Pomps and Vanities,"
a moat unusual tale of posseasions Twln orphaned slsters
/are'raised by asunts, but one aunt ls very puritaniocal and
the niece she ralsed dtes feeling she has never really
known 1ife, Her siater, ralsed by a worldly aunt, 1o quite
acbuatagﬁd to moving in soolety., Aftor her sister's
death'thé.uorldly twin 18 zsurprised to find that she cannot
remember attending various funotions, although she ia told
that she was geen there, Her sister’s ghoat finally appears
to hé#;and oonfesses that she "posseased" her to taste the

iongadnfoh but’never experienced joya of life,

ARTHUR C, BENSON
The ghost atories of Arthua C, Benson fall below i{hose
of his brotheré in quallty} they ars collected in the volume
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called The Hill of Trouble, These atories suffer from
geveral faulte, among whioch are & too deliberate vagueness,
ocharacteriatic of the period, and a strong religious flavor,
Thelr ohief detraction, howaver, is that they are all set

in the remote past, so vemote that it lends that atories

an air of medieval legend, All four ghoat atories in the
collection (eight others are not ghost stories) would be
greatly improved 4f they were tranaferred to a more nearly
contemporary setting,

"The Hill of Troudble” tells of a deeply religlous
student on vacation, He 1ia warned away from an ancient
mound because of ovil foroces there, He goes there and meets
an old Druid priest (or his ghost) who shows him in a orystal
his eventusl death, On returning to college he is unable
to work, so returna to the hill for more information, Vhen
the Druid touches him, he finds release in death, In "The
Gray Cat® one form taken by a malevolent elemental whioh
haunts an 1lsolated mountaln tarn 15 a gray ocat, A yoﬁng
boy goes there in spite of warnings and innooently invites
nndeazrabie gompany. Tye evil foroes almost succeed in
claiming a viotim until the losal priest exoroises‘them not
only from the ohild but from the tarn. |

"The Red Camp" was a Romen outpost, Now a young man
hag fallen heiyr to the impoverished eatate on which it 4a
looated and huntas for the legendary treasure buried there,
¥hen he finds 1%, he is haunted by the ghoat of the Roman
soldisr who guarded it in 1ife, When, at the advice of the
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king, he uses the money to build a ohuroh, the spirit 1s
satisfied and troublss him no more. Benson also has an
interesting story of forces from other worlds in "The Cloged
Vindow,” The window 13 in a room in a tower used by an

0ld man for evil arts, Kow two of his desoendants live in
the house, and one of these unbolts the window and vanishes,
The other follows and finds the window opens into a strange
land where he finds his cousin in a swoon, They manage to
egcape and board the window up again, but the cousin nevor

resovera from the effeocts of what he saw,

B, P, BENSON
Edward Frederick Bcnaon 1a aaoond only to M. R. James

in the twentieth gentury ghose storys. Hla stories show an
_amazing range and versatility, and there are very rew types
of ghoaﬁ story at which he has not tried his hand. whila
‘gertain of his 3toriea possess & degres of aimilarity. such
tales as “caearpillara.“ "The Room In The Tower,“ “How .
Feay Departed from the Long Gallery," "The Gardaner.
"Expiation,” and "The Face" earn him a secure place among
the greatest masters 1nktha rleld;

Benson'a firat oollection was called The Room in the
To#arg énd Othér Storles, The titlé étory is extremely

fine and Edward Wagenknecht daolaraa that "1t is one of
the few stories Zin the boq§7 that actually makes my own
blood run oold.“l ‘

1 gaward Wagenknecht, The Fireside Book of Ghost
Storien, ps 17,



81

A man dreams ropeatedly that he visits a certain house
and is given the tower room, which he greatly fears, Some
years later he visits some friends who have rented a house
for the summer, and recognizZes the house of hila dream, 1In
his bedroom (the room in the tower) ia a portralt of en
ovilelooking old woman whioh, when removed, leaves blood
on the hands of those who handled 1%, That night he wakes
to find the subject of the portralt bending over him, dbut
he manages to escape from the roome When the coffin of the
woman in the portrait 1s dug up, it is found to be full of
blood,

- "The Dust=-Cloud” was one of the firat stories about
& ghost oar, After & man ran over s ohild and then orashed
into his gatepost, people ses the ohlld's ghost beside the
road and hear an invisible oraah, In the incident desoribed
in the story, a oar follows a cloud of dust like bhae made
by ancther oar, but the clcoud ends abruptly at bhe olosed
gates, In "Gavon's Eve," a rather original story, a young
- man getsa the local "witoh" %o raise the spirit of his
drowned sweethears whioh drowns him in turn, while the witoch
ia struck by lightning, ‘

"The Confession of Charles Iinkworth" deals with a cone
victed murderer who refuses to confess his crime, After he
$a executed he calls the prison doctor on the phone and
asks him to get the prison pastor to the phone %o give him
abaolution, "At Abdul Al1's Grave" is not on the high level
of the previcus storliess it 1s a tale of Egyptian sorcery
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in whioh a corpse 1s made %o toll where treagure i1s hidden,

'~ Benson uaes the werswolf motlf to exocellent advantage
in "The Cat® and "The Shootings of Achnaleish,"” The former
1a the atory of an artist whose sweetheart threw him over
for a richeyr man, and then commissiong him to paint her
portralt, He cannot paint her syas to suit himself until
he pets the desired effect by painting the eyes of a oat,
When he later destroys the portraili, he 1s destroyed in
turn by the wereecat, MNuoch better is "The Shootinga of Achna=
leish," a most original story. The inhabltants of s Scottish
village possessa the faculty for changing themaselves into
black hares, A member of a party of visiting buntsmen
shoots one of these hares, and his gulde's mo they dies, The
hunters are forced to flee,

- "The Busucandnoter” 1a an indifferent story of second
‘8ight in which a man 18 enabled %o avoid a terrible acoident,
One of Benson's most often vaprinted stories ias "The Man
¥ho Bant Too Par,” A man begina to commune with nature,
and finally reverts to the point where he can hear Pan, He
goes atlill further, and of course when he succeeds in seeing
Pan the result is death, It is very well done, but falls
short of Benson's best stories,

Neither "The Other Bed" nor "Outside The Door" possesses
any real distinotion, The formey atory deals with a sulolde
in & hotel room, The ghos% of a man who out his throat
appears on the bed in & pool of blood, The latter story ia

one of an old tragedy which is apeotrallyrrenehacted. Years
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ago & girl was brutally murdered, and now her ghost 1a
heard (but never aeen) running from her mrderers along &
hall,

"Caterpillara®™ 1s porhaps Benson's most original story,
one of striking and horrible malevolence, An Itallan villa
1s disocovered to be haunted by disease elementals, Two
men, members of a house party, find a new speolas of caterw
pilllay in the garden and one namea 1t “Cancer Inglesis"
after himself and banause 1t haas orabelike pinoers, I%
orawls toward him and he steps on 1t, and thay night the
other man sees his friend's bed covered wlth spectral cater=
pillars, Needleas to say, the man dies shortly from cancer,
- 'In "The House with the Briok~Kiln" we have a superb
ghost story along more traditional lines, An old houss is
rented by two men for the fishing season, but they are
troubled by nolass, lights, and finally by an evilelooking
man who peera in the windows, Thoy finally discover that
he 418 the ghost of an artiat who formerly occupled the house,
and who murdered his wife by romssting her in the adjacent
briokekiln, The story has & gripping atmoaphere of reasl
menace,

"How Faear Departed from the Long Gallery" 1s one of
the finest ghoat atories ever writton, and what ls still
more vare, 1t 4s one of the very few inatanoes where humop
does not apbil the gruesome offect of the atory, The ghosta
of two ohildren, mirdered by thelr uncle for thelr property,
bring sawift and terrible death %o all who see them. Ope
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oourageous girl realizea that this 1s bescause all who saw
the inncoent 1ittle ghoats hated and feared them, and she
removes the svil by offering them the love and pity they
have lacked for two hundred yeara. It sounds sentimental, -
but 16t 13 most convineingly done, Hed Benson written only
this, he would st1ll rank as one of the great modern masters
of the ghoat atory,
~ Benson's second colleotlon, Visible and Invisible,

falls short of his other two, and oontains only two really
gucceasaful atories, Among hia finer efforts is "Negotium
Perambulens,™ a atory of an olemanhél wzth an atmosphere
of true.terror, This "apirit” visits only people who, by .
leading wloled lives, desesrateos the nature of their home,
a house built from the ruina of a ohurchs The remains of a
palnting from the church show s hideous monater, something
l1ke a glgantlo alug, whioh is represented as sent by God
to punish sinners, Two deatha are belleved looally to have
been caused by this monater, and its third vislt 1a witneaaed
and told by the narrator of the;talég

Two less succesaful stories are "At The Farmhouss"
and "In Tnai?uha.“ The former is a psyochologlosl study of
& man whoge 1lifs has been ruined by a drmmisn wife, He
finally gets up nerwve enough to strangle her, and then sets
fire to the house, A lasteminute oheak shows her body i1a -
not where he left 1t, and as he rushes out, horrore-stricken,
her corpse bars the exit and causes him to perish miserabdbly.

in the fire he so% himaelf, "in The Tube"™ 48 told by a
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man of great payohle sensitivity., He sees a slight ac
aocquaintance throw himaself under a train, only to meet him
alive later at a4 party, He later finds tho man does commilt
suloide in the manner in which he "gaw" him do so,

‘Benson 1s fond of using tho seance asg a vehicle for
his ghoats and employs this method in several atories,
"HMachaon” 1a the-poorést-of these} 1t naively sug:eats
that the apirit of Machaon {Asclepian) comes thousanda . of
miles and years from encient Greece 4o modern England %o
warn & man ét"a‘aeanoe that hisg old servant should be treated
{fér omnocer with Xeraysl( This remarkable spectre speaks i
English as wall as his native tongue, "Inscrutable Desorses"
is not mioh betters the ghost 1a of sacondary importancae, .

A ghost comes to a geance to warn a man that his intended
bride 48 a gadist and watched her (the ghoat) drown without
trying to gsave her, The story 1s malnly concernod with
other evidencea of oruslty; the ghoat is merely the laat
atraw,

"The Gardener” introduces a ouija board and a more
gruesone ghost than usuale. A young couple rent a house and
have a friend visit them, but every tire they pass the
degerted gardenerta cottage they notlice a man lurking there,
Thie figure begins to appear at the main lwuse, ahd knooks
and fooktstapas are alao heard, They learn from a visitor
that years ago the gardener killed his wife ln o fit of
jeal&us rage and then cut his throst, The ouija board
reveals that the person "spesking” 1s coming to find his
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wife, The final scens in which the gardner manifests hime
gelf in the parlor, bloody gash and all, is wonderfully
done,

There is slac a very slizht plece, "Ur, Tilly's
Seance,” in which we learn how that gentleman feels when he
is »un over, and how he attends a sesnce in apirit which he
had planned on attending in person, Another story possessing
11¢tle merit 4a "Roderick's Story," A man who 1s expeoted
momentarily to dle goss to atay in the room occupled by the
woman he loved, Tye story ends with her spirit coming for
him a$ the time of hia death, but the supsrnatural element
is striotly segondary,

"Mrg, Amworth" 1s less original than "The Room In The
Tower," but 1s noverthelesa an exoellent vempire story, The
setting, 8 amall oluster of old brick houses in sn English
village, 1a one of the beat In eerio fiction, and could be
used as a "olansic example," Mra, Amworth 1s descended
from a family of known vampires, and vhen she returna %o
her family homo the wvillage 1s at once plagued by a strange
sleknoss, of which the chief sympiom seems to be anemia,
This malady does not cease when Mra, Arworth is struck by a
oar, nor does 4t until a driven stake sends her to rest,

The stories in Benson's third colleotion, Spook Storles,
are more conaistently perfect than in the firast two, 'There
le enly'ona really inforlor atory in the twelve-="Spinach,®
an abaurd jumble of freuduient mediuma, seances, and an

nbaent»mindedvghaat.~
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There are three more atories whioh are not exaotly
poor, but whioch are not Benson at hls besat, in "Raconolliae
tion" a house 1a haunted by the ghost of the man who lost
1t by gambling, The haunting ceases when one of his dese
cendants marrios a descendant of the man who won it from him,
"The Corner House" 1s the gtory of a woman who hates her
huaband (because he loat his money) until her mind is un=
‘hinged, When she murders him in a fit of rage, after making
his 1ifa migeradle for yoears, his ghost returns to take a
terrible revenge, "Corstophine™ is a story of second sight,
in which a man has a premonition of an approaching train
wreok, He takes another trailn and thereby saveas his life,

"Bagnell Terrace"” 1s on the often used them of an
ordinaéy‘gnslish house used for the worahip of ancient
Egyptian goda, W¥When new tenants move in, they experience
unpleasant psychic residues left in the house, This story
1s better than the averagze one of this type, In "A lea of

an Bapty House" & horrid murder which oocourred years ago is

.. Pewgnacted before two vaocationers who seelk refuge in a de=

serted house during a storm,

"Home, Sweet Home" 13 a very al e ver story of a revenge
ghost in whioch an elderly woman is murdered by a servant,
Hor phantom returns to play hor favorite tune on the pilano
until the murdereyr is unable to stand it any longer and commits
auioide, Benson has an interesting story of an slasmental
in %And No Bird Sings.” A certain tract of wopdland is

shunned by birds, beasts, and human beings. Newcomers
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to the nelghborhood gsesk to discover a reason for this
and for the awful smell of decay in the place, They find
the wood is haunted by s malevolent alugelike thing which
preys on all living oreatures, and finally succeeda in riddh g
the wood of L1ts preaonce, '
"The Temple" conoerns two friends who rent a guaint
oottage, but £4ind 1t 1a shunned by looal people, Thoy dla=
cover the house was built in the center of a Druid oirole
and that the altar atone forms part of thelr kitchen floor,
Tragedy 18 narrowly averted when one of the men almost
fallas a viotim to forces from the past which aeek to
saorifice him on their anolent eltar, In "Naboth'a Vineyard"®
a retivred lawyer forses a man %o leave a charming house so
that he oan buy it, and the ousted man dleas of a heart
attask, The new owner doesn't enjoy his new home long, for
the previoua owner returns from the grave to diaputé poB=
gsession and uihimat§1§ to kill the usurper,.

. Benson 18 the author of a superb riddle story, "The
Face," A woman 1s haunted by a nightmare in whioch & man'g
face appeara} she finally identifies 1% at a portralt
gallery as. a man who lived two hundred years ago. On the
verge of a nervous breakdown, she goes to a seaside village
. to reat and finds the man'a grave at an abandoned churoh
on a 0lirff overlooking the sea, %Prentic, she wirses her
husband. to come for her, but another "man" comogee
They trace her footprints to the old church which 1s found

buried undeyr a landslide into the sea,
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Iur“Expiabion" Benson has achisved a masterplece, The
atmoaphere of impending disaster and the wellegustained
suspenge plasae this story in the first¢ rank, When two
friends rent a countyry houss, .tension mounts as the telew
vhone rings unacoountably and ladders and nooses appear
and diasﬁpear in the garden, A horrible oclimax is reached
when one of the friends 18 left alone at night and forced
to watoh a gruesoms sulolde apantrallyvre~énauted in the
garden, The;usa or~rlashes-of lightning and the alternate.

periods of darkness 1s & most effective touch,

| ROBERT mma BENSON

The Revorend Robert Hugh Benaon etaunohly upholﬁa
tha litarary traaitian of hias family with a very well
writtan book of ghoat stories aptly titled A Mirror of
Shalété. The frame for these stories ia that of a group
of prieata and a viaitor (Benson} who agres to relate their
experienoea in the uncanny. Several of the priesba bring
frlends who have tales they think would be enjoyad. and the
atoriea are very auooeaaful as a whole, However, they are
very atrongly permeated wlith Catholicism and are oaoaaionally
marred by explanations of varlons ritualsj one atory, "Mr,
Bosanquet's Tale," 4is less a ghost story than a theologlcal
dieouas&an. o |
i In ”Monaignor Eaxwell'a Tale“ a staunch cathollo ia
appalled to - learn his brother {8 about to leave the church,
and he offers himself in his plaue. The offer 1s accepted,

for he goea into a tranoe. and upon awakening is a different
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man, with no failth whatever, He shortly dles of bralin ocone
gestion, "Pather Heuron's Tale" is a startling story of
exorslsm: two priests on a tropical) island are called to
rid a native woman of an evil spirit, The spirit s ln-
vlaible and cannot be seen to leave the woman, but some
meat placed on a neareby table suddenly corrupts into worms
bafore thelr eyes,

- Less coherent 1s "Father Brent's Tgle," in which a.
amall boy 1s psychic, He claima to ses thres shipas
(inviaible to othera) sail up the inlet beside the house,
The part that ocannot be explalned 1ls that gsomething caused
& large wave to form Jjuast thenwewhat was 1t? Also rather
clumagly handled 1s "The Father Rector's Tale,” A man
leads aﬁ evil énd depraved 1ife, but retains his falith,

He makes a great effort and his evil self 1eavee’him,’but
his 11fe had been wicked for so long that 1ittle else is
left, He ages fifty years within one year and dles soon
after; | | i | | |

' "Father Girdlestone's Tale" is the least satisfactory
in the book on meveral oounts, It is much too long, the
evil npifltvis never made sufficiently clear for plaualbility,
and too much time 1s devoted to the reasons for gertain
Cathollo iituals; Tha plot 1taslf 1a quite thin, some evil
foroe tries to drive the neryator away from a amall mining
town but 1s overcome, Far auparior; and ohe 0of the bhest

in the aolleotion is "Father Bianohi's Tale," Tye priest

says some masses to satisfy an old peasant woman who olaims
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that she repeatedly sees a man's phantom atanding in the
ohurch, As the prlest finishes the masses, he inadvertently
looks toward the spot where the woman said she saw the
apparition, and there it s, | o |
>“Fathar Jenk's Tale" has an aly of the miraculous about
1t, A family move into an old houss built on the ruina of
s priory, Because of an ancient ourse all the sons of
families living in the house siocken and dle, and now the
present owner's son falls 111, When the priest prays to
the patron aaint of the old priory, the boy recovers, A"
more terrifying story of a diabolic spirit is "Father
Martin's Tale," in which & priest is summoned to give the
saoraments to a dying woman, Before he can leave, her
brother comes telling him she has recovered and there 1a no
need to come, The prieat goes anyway, and is just in time;
of course the woman's brother had never left the houae,
This ‘story has & gripping atmosphere of real menace,

The outastanding stary‘in the book, snd certalnly the
most original, is "Father Macolesfleld's Tale," A dying
man has a tenacious hold on 1ife and fights death up to the
very last, The priest éeea hia apirit attempt to return
from the grave three times along the path on which his
0offin was carriod from the house, and each attempt is weaker
than the one before, He firat tries to return in his own
likeneaa, but stdmbles and fallsj and when the priest reaches
the spot, there 1as no one there, The sesond attempt ia

made in the form of a hars, which dlseppears when shot and
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causes great terror among the doga, T, o last attempt takes
the form of a column of spiraling leaves, like a little
whirlwind, certainly a novel form of hauntingl

Leas distinguished are "Pather Stein's Tale," in
which the narrator was reformed by a dream, and "Mr, Percivalts
Tale," in whioch a visitor to a ocoal mine mees the ghosts
of four miners killed thers twenty yeara ago. A sort of
paychie residue 1s experienced in "My Own Tale.," No one 1s
able to remain very long 1in an old chateau because of the

intense feeling of lonelinesa that lingers thore,

ALGERNO& BL&GK%OQD

| The work ‘of Aigerncn Blnukwood is more uneven in
quélity hhan perhapa thgt of any other writev of ghost‘
atoriaé since the turn of tha uéntdry. He has some dozen
atoriaa thaet are abaolutely firat-rate and many more that
one can only rank aa failures. buc thia is to be axpeoted
when one's output 1s so voluminous. ILike Walter de la Mara.
Blackwooa ia oocasinnally gullty or being too deliberately
vague and dreamy. This myatiaiam is all very well in its
place, but it oén spoil a good ghoat story very quickly,.
Often ona’receivea the 1mpre§aion of artificlality, Coca=-
aionally gome of these atoriaa have an &lmost rairynhale
quality about them. but thay are seldom altogether successful,
chever, "ﬁaywnay Eve” and "The Trod" are minor maatsrpieces
of thelir *ind, Blnakwood'a greatest fault ia that vhan he -
oﬁce geﬁé é good thing, he works 1t to death, There 1s so
mich similarity between so many of his storiea'that the
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roading them, It is hard to evaluate his worl as a whole
because of this very fault, for go many of the stories
seem flat and uninapired,  PBut Blaokwoed's mastyry of the
elemental ghost story end an occasional masterplece.like
"The - Ligtener® earn him a place only slightly below that
of ¥. R. Jomes and B, F, Benaon,

- Blaokwood's most oconalstantly suoccesaful book is
John 81lencs, in which five tales are linked in the person
of Dr, 8ilence, a gifted clairvoyant who devotes hlis life
to helpling people in psychlo distress, Had all Blackwood's
work baen on the high level of theae five “caaea," he would
without doubt ba the greatest rigura in modern supernatural
fietion. |
| ~In the first ocase,"A Payohioal Invaaion, & humoriat
can no longer write anything bub obaoene blaaphemlas after
moving inte a certailn house, Dr, Silence spends a night
there and dissipates the evil in the house, It wag glven
1tas ifmpetus by aniinfamous woman whose house had stood
on that slte n eénbury before; the evil had acourmlated in
1ntenéity down‘through the years,., Rapeclally interaatiﬁg
are the effects of the phenomena on the two pats the dootor
brings to the house with him, £ cat and a dog,.

. The seocond cmae, "Ancient Sorceries," is often found
in the antholbgiea. A man stays some time in a PFrench
village and is irreslstibly drawn into the subtle atmos=

phere of the place, The villagers are reincarnations and
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descendanta of a oult of witohsa that flourished there
centuriea beforej they posaess the questionable gift of
changing themselves into cata, The man falla in love with
aklovaly,ycung.witch—girl and 13 almoat led to destruction
by her,

"The Hemasils of Fire" i1s an intereating story of a
fire elemental and vaery original,. An Engllish household is
disturbed when the ocollector-owner procures an Egyptian
mﬁmmy who had had a supernatural guardlan get over his tomb,
The guardian cauaas‘ﬁhc'houaa to become unbearably hot,
atarts hidden fives, and makes smoke hover over the grounds,
The infal)lidble Dr, Sllence soon sets things atraight,

The doctor 1s called on deaperately in "Secret_wnrship,"
8 terrifying oase of Satanism, A former pupil of a private
Georman school,ﬁeturna to vielt thers thirty years later
and 1a made welcome by the taaoheﬁa, gome of whom he seems
to recognize, A horrid mistake 1s gradually revealed, for
they think he has ocoms to join them in devileworship, and
Dr, Silénoe arrives on the scéne Sust in time, Then the man
comes to, he is lying in the ruins of the gohool whioh was
burned years before by villagers because of the awful
practices of the inmates,

- "The Camp of the Dog" 1s. & werewolf story and the only
poor one in the book. A me: on e camping trip lovean a girl
in the party but 1a avoided by her, He unconsciously pro=-
Jeots his frustrated desire into the form of a wolf which
prowls sbout her tent at night. ¥hen the girl returns his

love, his astral self no longer prowls,
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Three of the ten stories in The Empty House are not

ghout stories, and of the remaining seven only one is
really suporior, This is "Keeplng Hls Promise,” in which
two friends made s pact yeaﬁs before that the firat to dle
would appear to the other, One viglts the other, tut his
raasping breathing is still audible after he apparently left,
Only then does ths other friend remember their peot, Xone
of the other stories are really poor, but they are not.
Blaclkwood a% his heat.> Parhapa lesst suocessful is "A - .
Haunted Ialand,” in which a camper with second alcht "geog”
himael! soalped by Indians,

aA-mnrsvorthodox but not oubtstanding pghoat atory. isg-
"The Empty House," whioh falls far below the level of "The .
Listener," Two people in search of thrilla 1nveatigéte a
haunted houéé énd'witnesa'thafre-eﬁaotmanb'of an old marder,
Their ourioelty is not oniy satialled but quenched., A
paiy of amatour investigadors also figure in "With Intent to
Steal," & less satisfactory story. Many psople have ocone |
mitted sulolde in an o0ld barn, and now one of the two
invesatigators finds himaelf possessed by an overwhelming
desire %o hang himself, Hia friend saves him }juast in time,

- Blackwood 1a fond of asetting his atorles in obsgcure
rooming=housaa, unfamillaxr to those who experience the
haunting, "A Case of Favesdroppiag" reaults in a man's
hearing a murder committed in the room next to hils, Upon
investigation he finda the room 1s empty and has been 30

for yeara, In "Smith: An Eplsode 1n a Lodging~Houase,"
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Smith 1s possessed of so much vitality that he 1s completely
irresiatidle %o the vampirish familiar of the sorcersr in
the room beneath him, A more gpiritual astory s "The

Wood of the Dead," A saintly old man olaimsd that he aaw
viaiong of the dsad in a certain wood, After his deanth

his own apirit appaears shenever thore 1s a death inthe
village,.

Pan'a Oarden, another aolleotion, contalina many storles

bagsed on gome aspeot of naturs, most of whioh fall rather
flat.' A soa elomental lures a man to a watery grave in
"The Sea Fi4," while a anow elemental attompta the death
of another in "The Glamour of the 3now," both rathsr ine
differeant atorlea although possessed of a certain originality,
Alaﬁill poorer tale is "The Attic," in which the spirit
of & shild just dead oomes %o relesse an unhappy spirit.
that had haunted the attlo for years, Mot quite"so\maudlin
18 "Tho Destruction of Smith,” a ét:bry of meocond sight, Spith
gees the thing he loves most, the town he founﬂgd, destroyad'
by ribe-nit kills him. A guardian spirit appears in "Speocial
Dalivery," A man iz compelled to follow a beokoning figure
out of his Alpine hotel, and the hotel 1a shortly burled by
an avalanche,
The best story in the book and one of Blackwood!s
most original tales 1s called "The Transfer,” It concerna
. two paychic "vampires,"” one of whom i3 a man who draws the
vigor of ﬁina andivitality from all he comos in contact with;

tha other 13 a barren plece of earth whore nothing will grow,
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After the man falle on this starved plece of ground, he no
longer possesses his stolen vigor, and the once~barren
ground riots into luxurious growth,

Day and Night Stories containas several tales of the
supernatural, but none of them represent Blackwood's best
work., In "The Tryst"™ a man returnae from making his fortune
to claim a sweetheart who has walted for years, She meets
him at the gate and tells him she can't bs his now, but
that she will be soon. He later learns that she was killed
when the house burned down several weeksa before, An atmosphere
permeated by evil oocurs in "The Oocoupant of the Room,"

a favorite with anthologlats, A man takes 8 hotel room
whose laat oocupant mysterioualy vanished, and finds he 1is
posaessed by a strong urge to commit sulclde, Of oourse the
formey ocoupant 1s finally found in the locked closet where
she had hung heraself,

"The Other ¥ing" 1s & trite story of a small boy who
dares venture into a closed wing to return a favorite cane
to hia dead grandfather, No one believes him, but the cane
sannot be found, Years later the grandfather's ghost repsys
the favor by rousing him in time to save the houss from being
burned, "The Tradition” is a medloore banshee story in which
residents of a certain street hear hoofbeata and see a large
white horse go by whenever a death is about to take place,

In "Ppansition” Blackwood uses the over-worked plot of the
man who 1s killed (by a car) and not realizing it, goes on

home where he cannot understand why hls wife and children
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pay no attention to hiﬁ.

Three of Blackwood's finest storles appear.in The
Liatensr, the title atory of which is the best ghosat atory
he ever wrote, This ia a horribly siniaster tale of a man
who lodges in an eerie old house and gradually senses he
13 boing watched and spled upon, He bagins to dream of a
horrid being who haunta his aleep and then, almost impore
coptibly at first, begins to haunt his waking hours also,

He 1a terrified to find after almost unbearable suspense
that the house was ocoupled for yeara by a leper who finally
took his own life,

Also well worthy of inclusion in the anthologles and
often reprinted in them 1s "The Willows," perhaps Black=
woodta best known elemental story., Two young men boating
on the Danube 1n flcod time stop for the night on some sand
1slands thiokly overgrown with willowa, They soon feel |
that they are trespassing in a forbidden region and that the
foroes hostile to them are centered in the willows, This
is a finely managed tale of mounting suapense, Another
story of the unleashed forces behing nature walting to be
éaé freo by careless mortals ia "May Day Eve," in which a
man loses his way in the hllls and falla in wilth some very
strange company., These beings that lurk in wait for a break
in the vell are admiradbly suggeasted, with Just enough said
and the right amount left unsald,

"The Dance of Death" 1s a variation on the theme of

"Tranaition,” but much better. A man sseks all evening to
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dance with an elusive girl, but it is only after a fatal
heart attack that he succeeds, "The Woman's Onpost Story"
s unbellievable and muat therafore rank as a fallure, A
woman inveatigator in a haunted house is aaked by the ghost
not to bs afraid of him, but to love him, When she does, he
is no longer earthbound,

- A modern colleotlon that reprints several of the stories

alroady discussed. is oalled Tales of the Uncanny and Supors

natural, It inoludes a rather lurld story of voodoo revengs,
"The Doll," and two stories in whioh people are projected
into other astral.planes, "Entrance and Exit" and "The Pikee
ataff Case," Nelther has muoh to recommend it, "The Man ¥
Was Milligan” 1s an unsuocessful riddle story in whioh a

man is gradually obgessed by a Chinese print, He finally
sees the boatman &in the print coming for himj; and the next
thing he knows, he i1s &n China,

A warewolf story leaving much to be dosiredyis "Running
%olf," in which e young Indian slays a wolf (his tribe's
totem) and 1s changed into a wolf as punishment, "The
Terror of the Twina" is an unpleasant little atory of an
evil halfemad man who resents the fact that hls wife bore
twins, After death his hatred 1s atill atrong enough for
him to return on their twenty-firat birthdey and cause the
Younger twin to lose his mind and vitallity which is then
transferred to his elder brother,

Blackwood has two rather pedaatrian ghost stories
called "The Deferred Appointment” and"The Deooy." In the
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former a man promlses to have hia plecture taken but dles
before doing so, A local photographer 1s then vislted by
a man who sita for a pleture and then vanishes, Naturally,
when the ploture is developed, no one is there, "The Decoy”
suggests Edith Wharton's "Afterwards," A man, his wife, and
her lover aspend the night in a haunted house without knowing
what form the ghost will take, It takea the form of the bee
trayed husband long enough to decoy the lovera away so that
he can hang himself,
, The Empty Sleeve" 18 an intersasating story of thought
projection in whiech a musiolan oraves an antique violin in .
the oolleotion of a oonnolsseur, Tye collector wakea to
ses some aort of bsast prowling about his oases and strikes
off one of 1ta loga before 1t eacapes, Ty8 next time he
sees the musiolan, that gentleman has lost one of his armsa,
A somewhat slighter plece 1s "Accssaory Before the Fact,"
a astory of mecond sight. A man on a walking tour "sees"
himself murdered and robbed, but fesls aomehow out of place,
He reoognizes the murdersrs at an 1inn, and later reads that
a traveller was found robbed and slain just where he had had
hia "vigion." |
fThe Trod" representa Blackwood at his best, This is a
story of those mysterious reglons, not qulte Falryland, overe
hanging our world, in which Blaokwood/excels. In a remote
ssction of the country there is an anolent traci called the
"trod% on which 1t 1s considered unsafe to walk because
people have bean;knuwn to vanish on 1t, A visitor to an
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estate overlapping part of the trod saves his host's nlece
from joining those who walk the trod, among whom is hor
mother who disappeared years ago and who calls her,

Poter Penzoldt has dsdicated his treatise to Blacke
wood, 0slling him "The greatest of all" and talking umbrage
at H, P, Lovecraft's more objsctive observations: "Mr,
Blackwpod's leager worlk 13 marred by several defecta, such
ag ethioal didsotioism, occasgsional insipid whimsicallty,
the flatneas of benignant supernaturalism, and a too free
use of the trad. Jjargon of modern oocultiam,"@ I am quite
- verdy t0 admit Blﬁckwood's greatnessa, but I can also soe
the justifioation for each of Loveoraftta charges. A%b
any rate, "The Listener" and "The Willows" remain among the

best dozen or so ghost storiea in the language,

ELIZABETH 80%33

Elizabeth Bawen has to her uredit at 1east 8ix ahort
ghaak atorlaa, but only two of theae have any great distinc-
tion.» "The Cheery Soul" and "Green Holly" must be olassed
ak failnbeé beaéuse of‘vagueneaa.and nnaarutatement. However,
"The Démon Lover" is one of the vest riddle ghost stories
1n the 1anguaga. |

of the four ghoac atories 1nc1uded 1n __x Gripped The
,532_. tha beah bw far 13 "The Demon Lover.“ in which Miss

Bawen creataa a rine atmoaphera of horror and suapense.

-

2 ?eter Penzoldt, The Supernatural in Flotion, p. 234,
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A woman visits hor Iondon home alone and finds & lettor
from an o0ld lover killed in Worldd ¥War I, saying that
according to their bargain thls 1s the day, A flashback
hinta at the nature of this promise, to which she was untrue
and married another, Her terror 1s inoreased by the fact
that she 1s uaab1&~to remember sxactly vhat the promise
entailed, The daadflovér dooa coms for hor in one of the
most terrifying olimaxes in welrd fiotion, Huch less guse
ocegsful 18 "Green Holly," whioch tells of some workers sta=
tioned in a country house, 0One of them, a bachelor, begina
to soe the ghost of a lovely woman, We are then told that .
the‘ghaat;aeea in him a longedead lover, killed on hoy
account, . Unfortunately, the ghost's emotiona fail to be
oonvinoing;*~

- Yery 11ttle better 1s "The Cheery Soul," in whioh the
supernatural element 1s so vaguely ﬁuggeebed ag to fall to
acare the raeader, A man vialiis some new acguaintances but
finds them away, He finda notes and other evidences of a
dapaétlng-uook, only to learn that his friends were sples
and had fled, and that there had not beanva cook in the
house since one drowned heraelr the pravious year, "pPink
May" oould be aiplatnaﬁ as a guilty consclence on the part
of the narrator, but 1t is a better story than the preceding
'tWG."shértly after moving into a new home a woman begins
to be unfaithful to her husband, Evory time she dresaes
for a date with her lover ahe feels an intense atmosphere

of disapproval, Alsa; 11ttle things go wrong such aa>
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rumpling of flowers on the hat she plannad to wear, The

story 1s well told, although no reazon for this phenomonon
1s ever offered--ons feels d*litﬁle‘dheated.

The other two storles appear in Cynthia Asquith's
gsecond and third Chost Booka respoectively, In "The Claimant®

a man and wife buy a lovely old house which i3 sold to
aettle sy eatate,. They have lived there long snough to .
love the place vhen they geot a«ietter from a man who ¢laima
tha‘place:was-left to him and he 18 ocoming to claim 1%,

He 18 ki1lled in a plane orash en route, but this doean't .
stop him, His ghost sucosesads in getting rid of the oouple .
by asoaring: the wife and killing the husband,

- MKiss Bowen's besteocontrived story, "Hand in Glove,"
laoks the appalling terror of "The Demon Lover.” Two ime
poveriahad girls in frantlc search of husbands mistreat an
1nva11d*auﬁt and;étaal har clothes to remodel for themselves,
Finally a:marriage hinges on getting into the laat trunk,
to whioh the aunt has the key. By negleoct at the right moe
mant she 1s gotten rid of, permanently. Her nleocs talkea
the key and racea up to the attic to raid the trunk, bug
the aunt 13 there ahead of her==they are buried in t he same

grave,

HARJORIF BOWEN
; Era. Gabrielle Margaret Vere Campbell Long, writing
under the pan-namaa of Joseph Shearing and Marjorie Bowan,
has given us several fine ghost sbories and at least one

that is well-nigh perfeat. I have not succeeded 1n tracing
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her colleatlion, The Last Bouguet, Some Twillght Tales,

and the following atorlea, with the exception of "They

Found My Grave,™ are found in Grace lLatouche and Ty.e

Warringtons and The Bishop of Hell, Edward Vagenknscht

calls Miss Bowan "one of the most amazingly prolific and
delightful atorytellers in English literary hlatory."5
Howovar, Peter Penzoldt includes the "disgusting storles in

The Blshop of Hell" (with the ono .exception of "The Crown .

Derby Plate®) in "The worst type of horror tale: that"dbn-
taining desoriptiona of sadimm."$
"Keoksles" 1s a horrid little atory of a drunken man

who ‘intrudea on his rival's wake and; after. throwing hisa
body 1ato & alump of keoksies (hemlooks), droases himself
in the shroud to play a joke on the mourners. .Since his
place has bsen usurped, the corpse goes to take hils usurper'a
plaoce as huaband of the woman they both loved, Hiss Bowen
8130 has 8 none=-toowgucoessful humorcus ghost story called
"Raw Material,” 1n which a mlserly old aunt is murdered by
her niese and nephew for her money. Holding no grudge, she
frequently appeara to them and tells them what a fool she
was not to enjoy 1%,

. In "The Avenging of Ann Leete" we have an elaborately
oonsbrﬁcted story narrated by a man who has second sight,
His sweethenrt was loved by another man who, frustrated,

mirders her, The narrator sees hls beloved several times

f—

3 Wagenknecht, p. 264,
4 Pénzoldt, pe 179, |
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after her death and thus discovers her body. Even more
poignant in tone is "iflss Lucy's Two Viasitors,” an almost
poetic scocount of a girl's firast love, Luoy 1s slowly
recovering from a aerious 1llnesss g0 she abays at home
while the others go for a plonic, It i3 love at firat sight
when»ﬁha handsome nephsw of a neighbor oalls, but this
happiness ia shorte-lived when she sees a second visitor
on the drive, The mald finds no one at the door and upon
returning to her mistress finds that the seoond visitor
was Death,

¥1ss Bowen'sa masterplece is "The Crown Derby Plate,"

A woman bought a set of china with one plate missing at-
the gsale of a connoissour's estate and years later, while

viasliting in the vicinity, she deolides to vislt the owner
'of the house and asee if the plate has ever turned up, The
owney 1ls very eccentric, has a fine colleotion of ochina,
and gives her the lost plate, As she beglins to notice an
uhpleagant améllglaha takes her leave, A%t a cottage near
by she atops for directiona and learns that the house ig
unocoupied begause the o0ld collector came back from the
grave to ¢laim hiavhreaéurad china and drove the new ownor
avay, .

-+ Under the nams of Joseph Shearing, Mra, Long has written
the finest atory of a seance that I have ever read, "They
Found My Grava," A woman at a seance bsgcomes fascinated by
the voice of a bragging Fronchman, He boasts that he has

& maprvelous Lvmb covered with wreatha left by pllgrims.
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Thia ‘i3 enlarged upon until she investigates and finds his
tomb 18 small and complehely unkept, When she rebturns to
the next seanae, she 1s greeted with fawning pralse by the
voice, whioch furlioualy warna her she 1s dolng a foolish
thing as she starts to expose him. OShe afterwards foeels
a momentary pang of rezrst that she has deprived the spirit |
of what was perhaps his only plesaure, She i1s so engrossged
that when the volce suddenly aoreama 1n her ear as sho dese
aends the steps she tripa, falla, and braaks her neck,
‘Several of the storiss in The Bishop of Hell have been

dlacuaged under QGrace Labtouche end The Warringtons, but there

remain five othera that ocoms within tho acope of thils paper,
Two of these are of second aslght, and nelther %a entirely
succesaful, In "The Palr Haly of Ambrosgine" that lady
is murdored, Her lover dreams ha will bo killed in the
aame house by hor same mrderer, and it all eventually comes
true, Thé narrator of "Ann Mellor's Lover" 1s clairvoyant
and relivés an old tragedy, Aﬁn Mellor 18 abducted by her |
lover and says soj when she reallzes 1t moana the gallows
for him, she tries to retract, but 1t is too late. -

The ghosy 18 a secondary element in tho title story,
in which é mants vioiousness earns him the title of the
"Bishop of Hell"™ (he iz an ordained clergyman), Vhen he
13 finally killed 4in a duel, he returns from his "bi shoprio®
to rrove the existence of that place to a friend, Tha On0e
tioh.aroﬁaea ﬁare la hdrror rather than terror, rlorence

Flannery™ 1s an unbellevable tale of a woman who 1s asupposed
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to have lived for over three hundred years, During this
time she 1s pursued by a oaat-off lover's phantcm in the
form of a fish, which finally kills her,

A mych better story is "The Housekesper,® which is the
outstanding tale in the book, A man murders his wife (an
irmaculate housekesper) so that he can remaryry for money.
The first wife returns int he apirit to kill him with kinde
ness, making him so ocomfortable and keeping the house a0
clean that 4t eventually drives him to confeas his orime,
The &bory might be improved were it set in the present
rather than in the early eighteenth century,

RHODA BROUGHTOH

The voluminous writings of Rhoda Broughton include a
book of ghoat_atoriea, Twilipht Sgories, first published in
1879, This 18 to be expected because Miss Eraughton was
& nlece of one of the great masters of the ghost story,
Sheridan Lo Fanu, Her oollection is only ninety pages
long and oontalns five tales, one of whioch 1s not a ghoat
atory.

Two of the stories concern dreams of impending death
which come hrue; In "Poor Pretty Bobby" a girl dreams that
her sailorelover comea to her oné night, but she later
finds thot he was drowned at almoat the exact time he appeared
to her, Nuch botter 1is "Behold It Was A Dream,™ in which a
lady visiting friends in Ireland dreams that they are mur=
dered by a robber, She warnas them, but they refuse to

liasten, even after she recognizZoes the murderer of the dream

o AR
P s
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a8 one of thelr aervants, Unherved, she 1s forced to
return hpme, and there in a newspaper she reads of the
brutal murder she had foreseen,

- "The Man With The Noas" 1a a riddle story: a man's
wife 18 afrald of a sinlster man who follows them, He
aocoffs at his wife's fears and leaves hey for a shors
time, only to find on hia return that she left in the
company of the strange man and 1s never seen again,

The most superior sﬁory in the collection haa the
rather ponderous title of "The Truth, the ¥hole Truth,
and Yothing but the Trhth.“ Tywia 1s alao a. riddle story,
but the inexplicable 1s handled with auch restraint that

the denouement comes as a great ahodk. The story is told

in the form of a oorrespondence between a woman at the
seashore and a friend who is rent1ng a éupgosedly haunted
house in London, The lady in the town is diaturbed when a
maid sees "1t" and goes into violent insanity without being
able to relate her experience, The lady 1s still somovhat
akeptical; but when a close frisnd offers to investigate,
she tries in vain to dissuade him, ¥We are never told what
he sees, either, but only how 1t affocted him. The result
1g fatal, and the lédy is forced to gilve up her charming

home,

JOHN BUCHAN
John Buchan has three storiss of the supernatursal in

his The Runagates Club, and one of these is very poor, one

faly, and one is excellent, The poor one ias "The Graen
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¥illdebsest,” a atory of African witoh doctors and thelr
cursesd, The plot had little to recommend it to start with,
but repetition has worn 1t aso thin 1t palle,"Skule Skerry"
i3 a better story slightly similar in tone to R, A, Cram's
"The Dead Valley." A man visits a small uninhablted 1asland
off the Hebrides, He 1s warned that 1t Ls uncanny but
finds for himself that he is in a place where the veil
wears thin,

‘Beat of the three atories and almost worthy of
H. Re James 1s "The Wind in the Portico,” A man finda relics
of Roman worship on his eabatévand beoomea interested in.
them, He finally reoreates a temple to house hig sltar and
other finds, only to discover the god .has actually taken
possesalion, An attempt to remove him brings down fearful
vengsance, This is a very wollnwritten‘and axcbedingly

effeetiva story.

| A, ¥, BURRAGE
One of the more outstanding modern English ghost
atory wriearé is Alfred ¥, Burrage, whose collected tales

ara published in Some Ghost Stories, This colleotion ine-

cludes éhrao reélly firaterate atorles, and tﬁere is not a
ainglé aétually paor‘atory in the lot.

‘Two of the storiss revolve around a gypsy curse,
"Footprints® 1a the atory of a gypsy glirl whoae baby diéa
from want because her husband waas disinherited., She sends

the baby's aplirit to its unrelenting grandfather; and we
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are not told what takes place at the interview, but the

old man is found dead, Tﬁe other story, "Furze Hollow,"

is conosrned with a whole band of gypsy ghosts; the gypasles
wore exzecuted beoause 1t was bellaeved that they burned a local
manoy, A hundred years later, in acoord with their dying
ouras, they return and the manor 18 burned onoe more,

A third story deallng with a curse 1is "Batwaen The
Kinute and . The Hour," which is strikingly original, A man
who refuses food to soms baggars is told by one of them .
that his time 1s betwsen the minute ana,theuhaur {just
before midnight), At that time he 45 impelled to go out=
éide. He finds he is now in prehistoric timea and seea
dinosaurs, .The seoond night the scens has changed and he
falls ‘in love with a coy belle of the Regency, The third
night he finds himself chased by wolves, which can run
fagter than he oan. A more orthodox ghoat atory ia "The
Room Over The Kitohen," in vhich a man 18 warned not to
take a certain room in an inn, He later finds that the man
who warned him died from fright in that room yeara before
a8 the reasult of a practical Jnke. |

In . "vwrastler's End" according to local iegend an athe
lete was .orippled while wrestling, and the victor then
procéeded to steal his betrothed, The cripple warns him
he will never marry hsr, and then comnits suloilde, A~ 
wiﬁneus later reporha seeing the hated rival grapple with
the aripplad man's ghoat, which throws him over a oliff,

Burrage alse has an intereating riddle atory, "The Vrong
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Station,” A man hsa a heart attack on the traln and while
unoonsoieﬁa his aatral self geta off at a atrange place,
is met by & sirange woman who telle him to have patience
and finally puta him back on the train. He oannot deoide
whether the experience waszs from a previous exlstence or a
preview of one to oome,

A 8lighter story is "The Summer House," in which a
neg;eotedvchild faels a loving presence in an abandoned
summer house,: He learns when grovn that it was the ravorite

retreat of a young girl who met a tragic death, "The
Yoellow Curtains” 4s a ocomplicated and rather unconvinoing
gtory of a man who visits two chlldhood friends in thelr
dream houase, He does not know that the "husband” wae killed
bafore the wedding could take plasce, and that at the time
of his vialt the "wife" was in a coma miles away. In
”Nobbdy*a»aouae" the saretaker tellas a viasitor how the
previbua~owner waa_jailed for shooting a friend, but his
:mind wont blank and he couldn't remember what happsned,
The wvisltor is the former owner, come to see if the place
will ietreah his memory., It is fully reatored by the
murdered man's ghost (whom he killed) and who now takes
his.revenga.

-~ . A ghost with a purpose haunts "Browdean Farm," and
his purpose is to prove himself innoccent of a murder for
whioh he was executed, Thls he acoomplishes when the new
tenants see the ghoat of hias supposed victim hang heraslf,
Thias story is vividly and imaglnatively tocld and iz vory
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suocessful, Another original, i1f sllightly thinner, story ia
oalled "The OQambler's Room," Two friends, one a madel of

- virtus, sleep in a haunted room, and in the nizght cone wakes
to see his virtuous friend playing cards with three evile
laoking»phantoma; The next morning the novice gameater

aald he aslept all nighb; but from that time onh he 18 a
uonfirmed gambler and loses everything he can get his hands
on.

Tha tﬁo auaatandingfsﬁartea in the book are entirely
_different from eaoch other, and both are very original,
"glaymatés“ 18 the moving story of a little girl brought up
in a lonely houss by elderly people, Her guardian eventually
diaao?ers-ahe is visited by the ghosta of sevoral little
giila wpp died‘wﬁen an epidemio swept vhat was thén a
boardingschool, and sends her off to school whére she can
findyiive playmates, This atory and tha next one are written
with a very admirable restraint.

| Thevhaunting 1s aotively ﬁalevolent in "The Green Scarf,"
Burragefa mastarpleoevand one br the baét ghost stories I

have aver read, A bébrayal anﬁ subsequent tragedy ocourred
in an dld hobaé‘during the Protectorate when a green soarf
was iavod as a signal to attack, When this soarf is found

~ and wavedfégain in jéat, it unleashes forces that have

lain dormant for oenturiles (an excellent device), That

night the house Lﬁ‘besiegad agaln, but by phantom soldiers,
and the results would have been surely fatal had not the

two osoupants managed to reasch the conaeorated chapel under

the roof,
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JOHN COLLIER

- John Collier 3a the author of many very oclever stories
somewhat 1in the tradition of 3akil, Howevor, a clever story
and a good ghoat story are seldom one and the same, There
1a also an ooccasional gimilarity to the work of H, G, VWells,
This olevernesaa results in at lsast three stories, none of
which are really good storisa of the supernaturalj ail are
found in the collectlion Presenting Moonshine. "Rope Eﬁough“
is based on the Indian rope trick; those who manage to reach
the top of the rope find themselvea in a beautiful land of
pleasures, "Bottle Party" 1s a novel variation on the thome
of the imp in the bottle, ™0ld Aoquaintance” tells how a
Frenchman thinka he sees hls just decoased wife on e spree
with a rival, but when he returns home her corpae 1s gons,

A much better and certalnly more original story 1is
called "Bird of Prey." Some newlyweds have an old parrot
which lays an egg after belng attacked onthe porch one
night, The parrot hatched from the egg 1a cocal black and
very unpreposgsessing. The bird repeata s flatlitious convargugn
to the jealoua husband, cauaiég him to belleve his wife
is unfaithful; so he shoots himself, Tye diabollie parrot
then seliZes the dying man's soul and makes off with 1¢,

Colllerts beat known atoby of the supernatural 1s
"Thus I Refute Beelzy,"” which has an excellent surprise
onding, A child invents an lmaginary playmate and perslsts
in believeing in him in splte of his father's threats, One
day the father is goaded too far and sends the ho- to his



114

room to awalt a whipping, but the boy ssya his playmate
wlll proteat him, The mother hears a frightful scream and
when she reacheg the acene, all thatta loft of hor hushand
1s one foots o o'

. These asame storles, with the exceptlon of "Bottle

Party," may also be found in The Touch of Nutmog, .

A. E., COFPARD

: Fearful Plenauras, by Ao Ee Coppard, does not contain
a aingle ghnst atory that ia really outatanding. COppard
‘admits deriving many of hiayinap&rationa from folk-tales,
éné‘hiéyaéoriea often have an aura of Fairyland acoordingly.
Tha reader also often receives the impresaion that the autha
sat down to write a atory with no definlte plan in mind and
juat wrota whatever ocourrad to him as he went along,
Neither or CDppard's bost known atorles, “"Adam and AEve and
Pinch Me" and "Glorinda Walks In Heaven," fall within the
saope of tbia papor. |

101d ¥artin® ia based on the superstition that the
lagt person to bs buried has to walt on all the others in tie
graveyard until the next lnterment. An old man's beloved
niece die;xgzrta driven franbio at the thought of her aerving
three old drunkards who died lately, until the death of the
vioar restores his peaoe of mind, "The Kisstruck Bogle" is
a ridiculous farce. The reader 15 asked to-bslieve that
& ghosat is forced to leave of ¢ haunting because he had an

affaly with a lady ghost and has to marry her, .
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Gone Away" 13 a riddle story and much bstter. A
man and wife are. travelling through France with a friend
when they stop in a amall town to buy & nowspaper, firat
the friend dlsappears and then the wife, When the man.
goes to the police, the car disappears and he i3 so ine
coherent they bvelleve him insane, ¥hen the doctor comesa to
dxamine~h1m, he finds the man has dlaappeared, "Ahoy,
Satloy Boy" is an unusual éteﬁy in whioh a gsailor thinks a
girl 1s trying to piak'him upe It turns out the girl is a
ghost and vanisghea, |

Coppard’s best ghost story 1a "Polly Morgan."' An
0ld lady belleves she 13 vigited every night by the apirit M
of a lover, and her niese tries %o cure the "dslusion® by
nailing the ald lady's window shuh.' Now that the ghost
oan't énter, the old lady pines away and dles, ¥hen the
nlece's gwesgthesrt 1s killed, she apends her %ime in walting
for“é»viaic from hia apirit, hoping she will be as lucky

ag her aunt.

Ms P+ DARE
- One 6£ ﬁhe most succesaful colleotlons of ghost stories
in recent years 1s‘by darcua Paul Dare, and 1t 1s aptly
called Unholy Rellcs, In the introduction Dare sayas that

all thirteon stories are flotion, bu} based on anecdotos
that have come within his ken as an antiquary. Although
two orwﬁhreo of the atorles are perhaps a trifle thin, thay

are all wellewritten, and at least two are splne«~tin:slers,
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Moreover, Dare has auccessfully uaed the device ofitying
the storles together in the form of the exporiences of two
bachelor antiquarieas, ,

The title story takes plaoce int he orypt of the
Cathedral of Toulouas, where tho narrator, an Englishman,
has gone for purposea of research, Uhile accidentsally
looked in the orypt he attempts to steal the bonss of an.
English aaint with the 1dea of restoring them to Britain.

He 18 foilsd in the attempt by other inhabitants of the orym
vho make things exclting for him, As he orawls out ths next
morning, he notlces a legend over the door: "Vigllant are
they who guard the place,” A muoh slighter pisce is "The
Haunted Dyawers,” which is somewhat marred by an overly
jooose atyle of narration, 1In it a spirit is earthbound
beacuse of gome letters hidden in an old desk which reveal
that he deserted the woman he had ruined,

" "The Haunted Helmet" %z another tale which might be
improved ware it not for the levity with which 1t i3 rslated,
When the antiquaries buj,a guit of armor, they are disturbed
to ses the helmet detach itself and float about the room,
They later learn that it was romoved from a tomb to complete
the'aeh.' The most elaborately lald story im the collection,
and also the ionseeh; 18 "The Demoniac Goat," In thia ade
venture the two ahtiquariaa visit a retired ciargyman,to
view his discoveries and barely prevent him from sacrificing
thelr valets, They are somewhat surprised to learn thely

genial host 1a not only a Sataniat but has been dead for
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ove§ a yoar, As for his pet goat, the reader 1is left to
draw his own conolusion, -

The most appalling apparition in ths collection 1s
that found in "A NHunts Tragedy." By chance the two anti=
quarios vials the abbey ruins on the anniversary of the -
dsy that an unfortunate nun was walled up alive. Hor
phantom 13 as convinoingly described as any ghost in flotion,
and thias 41s perhaps the best story in the book, Dare has
an unusual varlation of the automatic-writing thems in "A
Forgotten Itallan,” in which a woman is prompted not to
write but to palnt. Her work includes a painting by an
obsolete Italian, and also one in the style of (and gigned
by) Dante Gabriel Roasetti,

- ‘BPatal Onk"™ seems to have been auggeated by M, R, James'
"The Stalls of Barohester Cathedral"j both revolve arcund
articles made from a pisce of wood that has been cursed, In
this inatance & man pormita his unfaithful wife to sit in
a ohair madeo from cursed gallowsswood, which kills her, He
fallas into his own pit, howover, when he picks up a tobacco
Jar made from the same wood, Dare doea a variation on thils
theme in "Borgla Pomade,”™ An Italian Jar with a curse on
it oomes to light in an BEnglish country houas and is claimed
by the lady of the house for heyr beauty cream, The beauty
oream eats the flesh from her bones, but harpily, when the
Jar 18 deatroyed, she recovers,

The two antiguaries visit a small private chapel 1n

"An Abbot's Magio," and while there they see tho phantonm
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of a former priest, It seems that he practiced the black
arés and 1s oondemned to haunt ss a result, Another slight
atory is "The Beam,"” which conoerns a poltergeist. It ls
suggeated that the poltergelat is the spirit of a sulcide
who hanged himself from a beam in t he celling, When this
boaam iﬁ removed, the haunting censes, "The Offlcer's Coat"
13 more convinoing; an old coat is found in a forgotten
trunk and given to = collector of antigue clothes, That
night the colleotor is viaited by the ghoat of the former
owner of the coat who 1dentifles hlmaélr. Some months
- later the colleator is able to identify an old minlature
a8 being a likeness of his midnight visitor,

"The Hymph S%t1ill Lives" ia not exactly a ghoat story:
The narrator viasits a spring dedicated by the Romans to a
local goddesas, VWhile there he dreams she visits him, dances
for him, and orowns him with a wreath of flowers, and vhen
he wakea the wroath is still there, "Bring Out Your Dead"
18 the most original of all and conocerns a visitor of the
two antiquariea, This man vislts a church to examine early
English skulls and steals one, I& turns out that the askull
belonged to a victim of the plague who evldently resents
being disturbved, for the poor miastaken thief comes down
with the most virulent form of the plague and dles from it,
His death 1a mcoompanied by repeated ories of "Bring out
your dead" from the skull and complete with a chalked oross

on his doort
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YALTER DE LA MARE

Valter de la Mare's storles often appear in anthologles
of the supernatural, but he 1s much more adept at oreating
an atmospghere of wonder than of fear. His storios possessing
hints of Fairyland are among the best he has written; they
are unique., But De 1a Mare's love of fantmay, his love
of the indefiuite, and his love of digressions all comblne
to gplol his ghost stories, In fact, 1t i1s a matter of
some dispute whether they are ghost atorles, since they are
all of the inoonslusive type. De la Mare's apparitions
ars always go vaguely suggested that the reader cannci pin
down any one item &s proof of a ghost, His ghost storiss
havé never been collested; conseguently they are scattered
throughout several booka of short storiea and varlous
anthologles, He also has a novel of the supernatural,

'I‘he Return,

"A Recluse" 1s one of de 1la Mare's better known storles.
A man's car breaks down and he 1s forced to aeek refuge with
an ecoentrioc recluse, The reoiuae ateala the man's oar keys
80 he 13 forced to atay, but no reascn for this 1ls offered,
The man flees, however, when he soes his host in bed but
hears his voloce somewhere elae,

"All Hallowa" has a sombre, brooding atmosphers, but .
the clossat the author comes to ghosts i3 some uhexplained
noises, It ia sugzmested that the forces of evil are repairhg
a lonely old church; again there is no explanation and thore

are also many digressions, "Strangers and FPllgrims" also
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takes place in and around a dusky country churoh., A stranger
ia shown an intereating colleation of old epltaphs, but
myaterlouély vanishes, The apirit that beokona to the

lonely dhild in "Miss Jemima" has more of the fairy about it
than thébghost, but 1t is certainly an evil fairy all the

' A1l things considered, "The Riddle" is De la Mare's best
“story of the supernatural; one reason for this is 1ta lack
of digreésionq. Several children visit thelr aged granQe
mothag in a fascinatingly eerle old house, They can play
anywhére except near a certain antique ochest., Fach in turn
disragards this and goes to ths forbidden chest, and eaoch

in turn vanighes, untlil there are none, « »

L, P, HARTLEY
~Leslie Poles Hartley has beon highly praiased by
Peter Pensoldt,® but Hartley ranks far higher as a horror
ahory kriter than as & ghost story writer, His ocolleotion,
The Travelling Grave and Other Stories, containa flve ghost

stories and seven horror stories, The title atory is a
horror tale of striking originality, but it 1a not a ghoat
story, Vague suggeations of ths asupernatural appear in
"The Thought,” "Night Fears,” and "A Change of Ownership,"”
none of which 18 a %rue ghost story., None of the five ghost

stories in the oollection is actually medloore, but there

5 rvid., ppe 174-177.
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is not a single one which s really firsterate,

Perhaps Hartley's best known story is "A Viaitor From
Down Under,"” in which 1t 13 asuggosted thut & new arrival
at a London hotel killed another man in Australia, The
gradual revelation that the dead men has come to London to
sevk revenge 1a_very skillfully contrived, and Hartley
iz a&epbkat oreating suspense, "Podolo" is more suoceasw
ful as a horror story than as a ghost storys it is also a
riddle tale, A girl kills a oat (too wild to tame) to
keep 1% from starving to death on a Venetian 1sland, While
her lover and the gondolier nap, she is attacked by some=~
thing, we are never told what, . :

- "Thres, or Four, for Dinner"‘éiso,haava Venetian settings
Two Hnglishmen expect to meet for dinner an Italian count
{(whom they have never seen), En route they dlacover a
ocorpse floating in the canal and take 1t along, The count
finally arrives, but the men are ocalled back to their gone
dola where policemen identify the body as the count, W¥hen'
the men return to thelr table, thoir guest is gone. |

"Feat Foremoat” 1s a very olever story of possession,
although the ghost 18 treated a bit too casually for boat
offactas, Tye ghcat whioh haunts ean old house is hampéred
by the fént that 1t must bé'halped oﬁer the thresheold in
order to‘anber; Oncé‘ib entara.‘héwever. i1t ocauses the persaon
whcléided it to fall 111 and speedlily dle, and then 1t leaves
thé house in its victim's body. Tragedy ;a averted in the
étory whanxa‘pléne~crashee in the yerd and the pllot 1s
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brought into the house, He diles and the ghost 1s forced
to abandon $ts intended victim and leave in the pllot's
‘body. in spite of being on the lengthy slde, thils story is
one of Hartley's beat,

"The Cotillion”™ 1s also among his more successaful efforts,
A gelfish girl has thrown over & man deeply in love with
| her, and he has (unknown to her) committed suicide, She is
at a masked ball when a strangely familliar partner reveals
himsolf as the disaoarded lover. Alone in one of the smaller
rooma, the man refuses to lat her go until she has given him
a favorj he gives her one first--a pistol with one bullet
fired. S5She manupes to escape befora he can unmask, and when

others rush to the room, 1t is empty.

%. P, HARVEY
| ¥1lliam Fryer Barvey 15 one of the moat veraatile
ghoat story writers of our time, MNany of his storles show
atriking'origin§11ty,'and he 18 the author of one of the
beat—knoﬁhrghoat stories ever written, "The Beast with Filve
Fingers,® Many of the atorisé in his most recent colleotion,

The Beast With Flve Flngers, are not ghost storiee, but

. thave are several excellent ones inoluded which are well worth
our atténtian. |

Ono’ofvtheée, "acrosas The ¥oors," concerns é quiet,
géntig ghost, in thia omse that of & preacher who was mure
dered and robbed, He appeara to escort aflanely frightened

woman to her deatination. "Misa Avenal™ 1s an interestingly
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horrid little story of a sort of human vampire, an elderly
lady who rejuvenatea herself by draining her nurse of all
her youthful vitality,.

Seldom met with in flotion is the poltergeist, which
appears in "Miss Cornelius.” This lady seems to possess
certain athange powers which are deliberately left obacure,
They are atrong euough,‘hawaver, to drlive the man who detects
her tricka insane, Another buf undiabinguiahed story of
psychic power is told in "Peter Levisham.," A man feels an
irresistible ocompulalon %o sit in an empty office at a certain
time, He 1a then able to explode a murdererts alibi; the
murderer insiated he was in that office when the murder
ogourred, h

- Moat clumaily told of all 1s "The Ankardyne Pew,"
whioh lacks ooherence, A gambler tortured a gaming cook
to death, and ever aince his ﬁouse has been haunted by
cookecrows and éthar phenomena, "The Heart of the Fire"
1s not quite aoiawkwardz A tradition exists in a family
thahfas long as the fire on their hearth is kept burning it
will keep avAy misfartunn. A man of this family robs and
mirders a traveller and buries him under the hearthstone,
Many years latér. feable and helpless, he watohes the fire
go out and is powerless to prevent 1t, As 1t axpires, the
man he murdered returns to take revenge, | | |

Muoh better 1s "Sarah Bennet's Possession,” 1nkwhiéh
her dead hﬁabﬁnd”surfars for the way he treated her when

alive, »Hin.only hope now 18 to make her see him so that he
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ocan beg heor forglivenesa, but she has put him out of her
mind so completely that he is never able to establish
rapporte One of Harvay's besteknown pleces 1s a priddle
atory, "August Heat," An artist conceives a pilcture of a
oondemned muydsrer in :thoe doock, but later mests hia sube
Ject in the flesh, The man haa just finished a tombstone
bearing the artist's name and the date of death 1s that
same day, An equally good riddle story ia YThe Clook,"

A woman goes to a shut-up house to get a-olock for a friend,
and findg, after searching through the hovse, that 1t is
8t11l running, As sheo atands wondering vho could have
wound it, she hears an odd flopping noise drawing near,
Unable to face whatever it is, she jumps from a window, and
ag she turns to look back at the house, the window has been
alosed,

‘Harvey's masterplece 1s one of the most famous of all
storles of the aupernatural, "The Beast Vith Five Pingers,"
A man encourages his uncle to praotioces automatic writing
‘while asleep, and the measages are all addressed to himself,
After his unole's death he receives his uncle's severed |
hand through the mall, and tt proceeds to run merrily about
the room and then hildes. The story describes with mounting
" horror and suspanae his frantlo efforts to destroy the ine
fornal thing, but'it escapesa from a looked safe and also
from a fire into which it 1is thrown., In splte of every pre-
caution 1t finally managea to get to him, and of course

results in his death,
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< ¥ILLIAY HOPE HODGSOH
¥1lliam Hope Hodgson 1s the author of several novela
- of the aupernatural, and one notable collestion of short

ghost atories o0alled Carnackl, The Ghost~Finder, Like

: Blaokwooﬁ'a John $1lance, Carnackl 1s a man of great psychio
power which he uses for good purpoaea, ‘helping people who
suffer from various forms of hauntings, Three of hla
“oaaea? are found to be due to human agency and éra'there~
fore not dfscussed here, Of the remaining six atoriéa,-
two are«exoeptionaily fine and deserve to ba‘baﬁtervknown;
" Perhaps the slightest of the six is "The Haunted Jarvea,"
in which.a ship seems to aot aa & sort of magnet for strange

psychia fornea. 0dd‘olouds and shadows follow the'hoat,

' Bany man ars lost, and the hip finally ainks in s atorm
that it apparently engendered itself, "The Hog"‘coﬁeé :
\‘eloaeat to acience fiction and 18 marred by over-len&thy
‘paeudosoientiflo explanationa. A man has a horrid dream of
falling 1nto a vash pit of swine, dominated by one incredibly
ovil glant hog. Vhen he goes to Carnscki for halp, the
‘ ahadowy~pit atarta to form in the floor of Carnacki's house,
and 1t takes all his siill to save the man and himself.
"The Horae of The Invisible" is an intereating story
revolving around a famlly tradltion that 1f the eldest child
is a girl, ahe:wili‘be haunted by an invisible horse during
her courtship. In the past, several deaths have oscurred

as o result of this haunting, for which no explanation 1s
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18 ever offered, Carnacki finds that the "horse” endangering
the girl 1is pnrtly'due to a jedlous cousin, Part, however,
is authentlo, becauze the ghosatly horse kills the ocousin who
dared impersonate it, Similarly, in "The Scarcher of the
End House" wet footprints and a horrid amell are found %o
be caused by human motivation, The house 1s actually
haunted by a woman' @ ghoat, seen by several people but
never by Carnacki, Yet ho sees the ghost of a small child
running about which no one else sees,
A much better story is "The Gateway of the Wonater,"
in whioh an old manor has a "gray room" haunted by a gigantic
hand vhich has choked three people plus Carnacki's cat, |
Nightly raps are heard on the,door of the room, and the
bedolothes are always found thrown on the floor in the
rorning. ﬁarnaaki drawa @ magio‘airole in the room and
spenda the night in 1t, 'He traces the trouble to a hidden
ring whioch wasa brought from the Crusades, This ring serves
as a ecbﬁ of entrace for mallgnant entities from other worlds,
"One‘cf the moat original and certainly one of the most,
terrifying ghost atories over written is "The Whistling Room."
Carnaoki 1as called to Ireland to investigate a castle with .
a8 haunted room from which issuea a horrible whistling noise,
The evil in the room 1s intensaly malevolent, and decoys
Capynackl into the room by imitating his host's volce calling
for help.. He barely escapes in time, and the only remedy
gsems 0 bae to tear down the wing with the haunted room,

In the process of demollition 1t is discovered that the
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castle was the seat of an anclent Irish king who impyrisoned
an enemy in that room and then %ore hls tongue out before
putting him to death., The man could still whistle and dled
dning a0, and his hatred toolk the form of the evil whistling
vhich had grown in intensity and power down through the
centurles,

- Thess ghort ghost storles ayre much more succesaful than
Hodgaon'sa novels of the supernatural, which suffer from
belng set too far in the paat, . Carnacki has recently been

roprinted by Arkham House,

MARGARET IRVWIN
ﬁargarat Irwin has several rather 1ntereat1ng atories
and a play colleuted under the interaating title of Madam
ggggg The Dark. This contains four ghost atories, of which
two possess oonai&arable merit 1£ not real dlstination,

-~ "The Earlier Servioe" is an 1ntereating story of ro=-
1noarnation; Ganturiea ago a village gshurch was the scene
of devil worahib'and #130 human sacrifice, A viotim of these
Satanlstafia reincarnated in the miniatertsa young daughter,
who feela:a horrible fear every time she enters the church,
With eaohvéntry the anclent forces of evil seem to her %o
grow gtronger, finally attaining enough power to materializé,
and the girl almoat faila victim a second time. An over=
elaborate aetting spoila "ionsieur Sesks A Wife," laid in
early eighteenthecentury France, A young gallent visits an
0ld family friend to schoose one of his daughters for a bride,
He falls in love with the eldest, but discovers she is a
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witeh; in addition to other bad habits sho often changes
into a oat, laturally the wedding 1s called off,

- "The Book" is a very strikingly conceived story of a
man who finds an ancient and evil books In 1t are hints
by whioh he can obtain wealth, but each time he follows
them he is compelled to commit a orime which 18 alao ree
corded in the book 1n advance. V¥hen the book records the
mrder of his daughter he rebels and throws it on the fire,
only to be atrangled by an invisible I'lend,

3iigs Irwin's manterpiece i3 "The Curate and The Rake,"
in which an overworked young miniater gradually loses contact
with the»wqud."ﬂa bacomez enamored of the heroine of a
local tragedy which ocourred two hundred years ago, and
finally he begins to see her in the church. The phantom's
gradual snanarémanﬁ of the man is suggested with oonsumme te
ak111l, and the climax comea when the lovers elops in a

phantom coach, His body 1s laber found beside the road,

MORTAGUE RHODES JAMES
The outatanding writer of ghost storles 1in the first
three denadea of this century ls Montague Rhodes James,
whose thirty asories are more conslatently perfect than
those of any other writer in this rleld, because he is a
true artiat in ﬁaﬁh style and nriginality. He possosges
nof 6&1& the capacity for ianventing firste-rate plota but

alaso the technical skill needed.to narrate them poerfectlys.
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-He has been highly praised by many modern critios. -
Peter Penzoldt says that he is succesaful because "he is the
moat oythodox ghoste-story writer among his contemporaries,
His storles are gitraightforward tales of terror and the
supernatural, utterly devoild of any deeper meaninge, They
ere vhat the orally-told ghost stories originally were:-
tales that are meant to frighten and nothing more,"8
He Py Loveorafftasays James 1s "glifted with an almost dlabolle
powey of calling horvor by gentle steps from the midat of
dally prosaic 1ife,"7 Other oritics have sn apt description
of James' work: 'A subtle reticence in Dr, James' choice of
detall, enhanoed by the academic preciseness of his style,
evoke a distinotively dellcate horror that is all his own,
He loved to invent ghost stories in which a malicilous evil,
aiatilled'in'the'middle ages and preaerved through the
oenﬁur&ea, 1s deocanted with berrifying effeot in our bwn
timoa,"8 |

.Soﬁebhing of a moralist but never dildactlo, James wasg
fond of showing that the powers of darkneas offen turn on
ﬁhoaasfwho summon them., He la also prone to show that
things we know nothing about are best left alone, This ia
admirably iiluatrahed in the title of one of his better

tales, "A Warning To The Curious," which is one of several

6 Ibid., pe 191,

7 He Ps Loveoraft, Supernatural Horror 1in Literature; Ps 134,
R -

8 Herbert ¥ise and Phyllls Fraser, Great Talos gg.Terroﬁ
and the Supernatural, p. 516, o
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‘storfes concerning ghoatly guardians, In this story the
guardian watches over a buried Saxon oyowni and when a man.
who persista in gseawohing for it (in spite of premonitions
againat doing so) finds the orown, he also finda that 1t
brings him into some very undeslirable company,.

~In another of James' beat atoriea, "The Treasure of
Abbat Thomas,” some sort of supernatural creature is set to
watch over a {reasure concealed in the masonry of a #ell.

‘A man finds a coded clue to’the treasuro in a stained-glass
window, Solving 1% ovontually locates the well and the right
stone, 'However, when he reaches into the opening for what
looks.like‘a«ieather bag and the bag reaches back and wraps
1ts arms around hia neck, he abandons the project,

- A ghoatly gﬁardian (posaiblx a familiay) ia set to
guard a tomb in both "Count Magnua" and "Mr, Humphreys and
His Inheritence,™ In the latter a man falla helr to an
014 house, the gardeu of which contalna an anclent maze,

It 1s suggested that the ancestor who made the maze practiced
the black arts and brought home more than Just souvenirs

from the grand tour, At any rate, the maze 18 troubled after
dark until the ancesatort!s ashes are removed from a globa

1n the center of it. "Count Magnus," highly pralsed by

He Pe Lavecraft, i3 a nmore terrifylng story of a Swedish
sorgerer who set agﬁe gort of fiend to guard his tomb,

When an antiquary examines the mausoleum, the villagers warn
him that he ia inviting undesirable company, but he persiats,
He then notices that he 1a dogged by two figures who we are .
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given to underatand are tho wicked count and his familiay,
Flight 1s futlle, Vhen tho quarry is ceught, what 1s left
of him causes seven peonle to falint,

In "The Tractate Middoth," an exceptionally velle
developed story, & ghost keeps guard over hig will, vhich
is hidden in a book, Thls will dlesinherits his nephew,
who gpends much time in looklng for'it and finally finds 1it,
¥hen he attempts %o destroy 1t, a passer«by sees a blaclk
blob fall upon him from a. tree, When tho paaser-by reaches
him, 1% 1o too late, Similarly, ghoatly vengeance falls on -
a thief in "The Uncommon Frayer-Books." Theose books are
unique and ara.stolen from a private chapel by an unsarupu=
1oﬁa~book“daalar,who stores them in hias safe, The next time
he opens the gafe, he finds that 1t contains more than the
booka, , '
"+ There ars four more stories dealing with meddlesocne
pecple who are warned to let ceréain things alone; bub whoen
they peralat, they find they must suffer the conaeéueaaes.
%ith the exception of "The Rose Garden,” these are very
well handled, and show Jamas as the master of the ghoat
story with a deceptively innooent beginning which ends in
disaster,

- e Rose Garden” 1s the story of a lady who has a
large poat removed from her garden, although she has boen
warned againat it, Poeople in the neighborhood begin %o have
disagreeable dreams, and the cllmax 1a reached when unpleaw .

sant faces peer at the lady from the shrubbery, She takes
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a vacation and the post is replaced, Infinitely superlor is
"Oh, Whistle and I'11l Come to You, Uy lad,"™ which has been
ualied one’of the most original ghost stories ever written,
A man vacationing at the seaahoéa finds & curious anolent
whistle, WVhen he blows 1%, a sudden violent wind springs
up and, morsover, the empty bed in his room is now occupled,
The visitant makes a form for 1tself from the bed linen and
almosté sucoeeds in forolng the man to Jump out of the window,
When the whistle 13 thrown in the sea, the hotel returns to
normal, |
‘Another arresting tale 1s callsd "Rats,™ also concerning

& man staying at an inn, formerly & sort of manor house, Upon
opening-the wrong:door, he sees what he things 1s & scare=-
orow on a bed, When he goes back for another book, the
"goarecrow” gets up and comes toward him, Aftaﬂ’hé recovers
from his swoon, the owner explains that when ha'first came
to the house hé was told that i: he left the oreature a
room tokihsalr,llb would leave the rest of the house in
reaca, ‘In this story and in the naxﬁ there 13 not a asingle
superfluoua detall, ,

| "Wailing Well," a vampire tale, 18 perhaps the most
gruesome of James'! stories, A meddlesome young scout ig
warned that a certaln oopse is "offelimite” on a camping
trip. In apite of a looal ghopherd's warning that the copse
1a haunted, he sneaks off fo axpiore 1t, Powerless to help,
his companfons watch him being stalked by the "population”.

of the oopse.from a hill, and the suspense 1s unbearable,
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When hls body 1s rscovered, thore is not a drop of blood
left in 1%, and one more ghost now haunts Waillng Vell,

In contrast with these we have four stories which,
when compared with the others, van only be sald to bs un=
diatinguished, These include "A Sachool Story," in which the
reader.1s to infer that a ghosit raturnas to avenge his mrder,
after gsending the man who killed him a note. The murderer
13 later found in a well clasped by a corpse. "The Story
of a Disappearanas and An Appearance” 1s the acoount of a
man murdered by the ownera of a Punch and Judy show; hig
ghost interrupts the next performance. This story 1s jumbled,
confused, and nevor made sufflolently clear. "Two Doctors"
algo suffers from a lack of clarity: supposedly, one is -
jealous of the other snd possesses enough magic power to
oauae his death by auffocation, Shortest of all ig "There
Was a Man Dwelt by a Churchyard,” which is intended as a
burlsegque and therefors not %o be considered ag a real
ghoat story.

A bettor atory, but rather clumey and oumbersome in the
telling 1s "Martin's Close,” The trisl of a man accused of
murdering a simple-minded girl he had seduced 1s made the
vohicle for the atory, and.in the procesdings we learn that
she returned to haunt her former lover, Iikewlae :asomewhat
awkwardly told fa "The Residence at Vhitmineter,” in which
& minlster has ﬁﬁé boys for wards, one of whom dabblss in
black magia'and vges the othevlna a victim., W%hen the

powers he evoked got out of sontrol and turn on him, his.
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ghost 1a ocoasionally seen to this day,

Fliea are used to advantage in "An Evening's Enterw
tainment,"” An old lady explains to her grandohildren why
they must not walk in a ocertain lane, Yeara before, two
men had practiced devll worship there and had come to a
bad end, Ever since, that viocinity has been haunted by
swarmg of large black flles, the bite of which causes
gerious 1llness,

"The Ash Tree™ 1s an interesting atory of a witch's
curae, in which the witch aeeks to revenge herself on the
squire who condemns her, He 18 found in bed, a blackened,
bloated corpse, and his room proves fatal to several other,
Yoars later, when the ancient ash beneath its window burns,
a large cavity 1s diasclosed in which are found the witoh's
akelébon and several large spiderelike things, evidently
her familiaéa. "The Stalls of Barohester Cathedral" falla
8 1little short of Jamea'! best atories} again the style of
narration 1a aomewhét cumberaomae, Vie learn from the dlary
of a olergyman that he bribed a servant to loosen a stalire
carpet so that the minister he susceeded tripped and broke
hig neck, The dead one seeks revenge in & very un=Christian
like way by jumping out as his succeasor descends the same
steps, of course eventually resulting in another fatal fall,

Two of James! best storiass sre "A View from a Hill"
and "The Diary of Mr, Poynter,” both very original. In the
latter an antiquary buys an old diary which contains a scrap

of material made from a:. man's hair, The dead one evidently
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resents this gruesome object being copled for use as drapes
because the houae begina to be haunted by a loathsome Creaw
ture covered with hair who orawls along the floor and
chases the antiquary. Yhen the nevw drapes are destroyed,
1% appears no more, "A View from a H211" also concerns an
antiquary; this one wishes to know what his area of interest
looked like in Roman times, He finds thia out by digging
up bones from the anclent burial mounds and boliling them
down into a 1igquid whioch he seals up into a sort of telescom,
Thus when looklng through this he looks through a dead
man'a eyes and can see what the oountry looked like cene
turies before, Again the dead resent this usage, and the
unfortunate antiquary ls made to suffer for hils presumption.
- "Can Alberic'!s SorapeBook" and "Humber 13" have both
bsen reprinted in anthologles and are among James' moat
famous stories, The former tells of & visltor to a small
Freriuh town who buys from the loocal sacristan an anclent
volume of asgorted missals and fragments of other early -
writing, One of the i1llustrations deplots a king sltting in
Judgment on a horrible hairy fiend, This demon seema %o be
earth bound by the drawing, for that night he visits the
new ownor in his hotel room, but is never asen again after
the ploture is destroyed, In "Number 13," a most original
story, a touriat in Sweden oannéh.understand how his hotel
room can have three windows by day and two at night, It ia
8imply beoause at night a aspectral number thirteen springs

into being between twelve and fourteen, incorporating part
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of each of them. Years bdefore, it was the acene of sorcery
and the practice of black maglc,

Another wolle=handled story involving the practice of
questlonable arts is "Lost Hearts," a story praised by
Montague Summers.,? A man has found a magic formula for
prolonging l1life, It calls for the hearts of three human
belinga unde: the age of twelve, At the time of the story
the man haa already killed two children vho will not be
missed, He has devoured their hearts and proposes to nmake
his young ward the third victim, He 1s provented from
doing so by the ghosts of hie two formey victims, who ree
move his own heart first,

‘In "An Episode of Cathedral History" an 0ld church is. .
being remodeled, and under the altay 1a discovered a curious
old tomb.  When the altar is removed, people in the neighe
borhood begin to have bad dreams and to hear atrange orles
at night, Many are visited by a strange sidknesa that often
proves fata;, The mystery 1s cleared up when the tomb ia
cpénad.,, . 16 GOntainad'a very=muchealive aatyr.f

~Another atory possesaed ¢f apine~chllling qualitlies
is "A Nelghbor's Landmark,"” in which a woman's epirlt 1sa
doomad;to’haunh a cartain wood as punishment for her sina,
Among other orimes, she had cheated two orphans out of thila.
iooﬂ-by moving their landmarke. Now those who pass by the
vioinity at night are accustomed to hear appalling shrieks

——

9 gontague Summers, The Supernatural Omnibus, Intro=
Auation, p. 33,
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when the phantom makes its eternal rounds,
It 18 not too much to say of "The Mezzotint" that ia

1s not only James! besteknown astory but one of the most
famous of all ghoat stories, and also one of the most original,
A speoatral tragedy 1s reecnacted in a mezzotint, lately -
acquired by a museum, The wltnossea of the phenomena ges
the houge in the ploture approached by a askeletal figure
draped in blaok who enters and later emerges ocarrylng a
child,. The house depicted 1 later identified ms the acene
of a mysaterious disappearance in the early 1800's, Although
the mezzotint i3 cloasely watohed, the drama 1a not enacted
agaln, It 13 suggeated that the flgure was sesking revenge
on the owner of the house {8 judge or megistrate) who had |
ordered him exeouted, James has a variation on this, but
far inferior %o 1%, in "The Haunted Doll's House," The
hew owner of an antique doll's house 1§vthe unwilling spectator
of é‘slmilar tragedy vhich is acted out in his new acquiasltion,

. - The atory which viss most olosely with "The Mezzotint"
in originality is "Casting the Runes,” in which an evil
man of great power is able to loosen a demon familiar upon
hia enemies by glving them a slip of paper inscribed with
runic symbols, One of his intended viciims and the brother
of a formor viotim get together and auccesed in returning the
cursed slip to 1ts unsuspecting author, on whem the familiar
now turns., Thias story is developed with much finesse; ine
dead from the technioal standpoint i1t may be consldered

Jameg! magterplece, Furthermoras, it 1s ohe of tho few
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ghoat storiea to have the dubioua honor of having a motion
picture based upon it, "Hight of the Demon."

If is imposaible in these necessarily brief synopses
to do Justice to James' akill, This scholarly literary
artiat has given ua some dozen of the finest ghost stories
ever written, which place their author indlsputably in the
very firat rank, He coertalnly equals, 1f not surpasses,

his greatest rival, J, Sheridan Le Fanu,

ﬁﬁﬁ?ﬁﬁﬁ KIPLING
, Rn&yard Kipling is the author of several ghoat storiesn

and almastnghosb storles, none of which sver attain raal
exeellence. One often auapacta that anthologlats choose
Kipling’a ghost storlies more for the fame of their author
than for thair 1ntrlnsio worth, With regard to style, hiq
atories are often marred by & journaliat&u Jauntiness,
whioch is fortunataly abgent from hia best work, There 13 a
preaaing need for a collected adition of Eipling's ghoat
storles} as 1% 13, they are soattered throughout some halfe
dozen velumes of ahopt atories. Therefqre. aeveral are une
avoidab1y~§mitted in the prasent dlacusalon, _

| i "?he»ﬁhantom Rickshaw" has been reprinted so many times
that itvhaa béooma a8 claasio} navertheleas 1t 48 not a particue
lérly diahinguiahed gtory. An Epglishman hes an affair with
a m#rried woman oﬁ a hoat bound for Indla, but later leaves
her, While he 18 on & short trip she dles, and on his return

he 1a greeted by her phantom complete with 'riokshaw, coollies
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and c¢ardecase, This peorsiatent apparition follows him around,
appearing at variocus inopportune times, and manages to break
off a1ﬁuddin5 romance, The man's health finally gives way
under the strain,

Kipling has’a rather ropulsivso werewolf story aset 4n
India, "The HMark of the Beast," An Bpglishman insults an
1dol, and the native priest retaliates with aofcery. The
man then gradually. turns into a wolfj the first symptom is
& oraving for raw meat, The prlest 1s foroed to undo the
spoll when he is tortured by the mants friends, "Haunted
Subalterns” is also set in India and is an indifferent
story. of a'pslbargeiat. An officer is plagued by an inviaible
apiri¢ which knocks and plays musiocal instrumenta, He.
.changes quarters, but the spirit comes along too, and trickery
f8 suspsoted but never proven, |

‘The Return of Imray"™ is a better a&#ry along more
traditional 1lnes, A man in India diaappears and his house
W’ié eventually rahtaﬁ to someone else, The now btenant and
bis gueats are haﬁntaﬂ by impresaions of gomeone neay rather
than by an actual apparition, Finally the body of the missiy
man %8 found hidden under the roof, and the haunting then
ceases, Laas succesaful is "At Tye Eﬁd of The Pasaage,”
in whioh the ghost might be explained asz insanity. An
Englishman in India is driven %o & nervous breakdown by
lonélinesa and reaponsibility and begins to see the ghost

ofahihaalf. Naturally this makes him worse than ever and

finally k1lls hinm,
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"They" 18 unlike any of the other stories: its tone is
exqulsite, almoat pootic, Peter Penzoldt says: "Kipling's
’They!fiﬁ not a typiunl ghost atory, yet it is certalnly the
| fineat tale of the supernatural he has written, It 1a not
a tale of terror, but one full of desp emotion."0 A man
blunders into a blissfully serens eatate owned by a blind
woman, He hears and senses orowds of happy children, but
never gees them, Only later does he realize that the chile
~ dren are not of this worid,

| Je SHERIDAB LE PFANU
- Joaeph Sheridan Le Fanu, grandensephew of Sheridan the
dramatiat,iwas oartainly the greatost Victorlian mastoer of

the ghoat story, and one of tho great masters of the—choad.
o> a1l times, Here we

see for the fi?at time a conaslatent break with the short
Gothioc romance with onough eplsodes for a fullelength novel,
For this reason Le PFanu may surely be oonsidered the father
of the modern ghost story., ILike mos% Irishman Le Panu

was a marvelous story teller with a aoeﬁingly'inq;hauatible
repertory, Beat of all, while there is a certain aimilarity
of altuation between several stories, his storles are not
.81l of.a pleoe, In splte of an ocoasionally cumbersome
atyle,‘Lé Fanu has oreated perhapa more outatanding sottings
for his stories than any othor ghoste-story writer, even

¥, Re James, Lo Fanu ia a master of invention,

10 Penzoldt, pe 14l.
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In "Carmilla" Le Fanu wrote what is perhapa the best
vampire story of any length in English. Yhen "Carmilla" 1s
compared with Dracula, we ses the reagon for its success:

Ls Fanu knew when to atop, The reader is amply furnished

with a ocomplete and sonvinoingly dstailed acaount of the
vampire?s purauit of 1ts victim, A lonely girl and her

father have as thelr enforced guest a young girl whose carriage
was wreaked near theiy Styrian oastle, The visitor, Carmilla,
and Laura, her hoatess, are soon close friends, but Laura's
healbhybeginn to denline. T,,0 suspense 1is unbearable until

an old friend of laura's father visita the castle and recoge
nizes Oarmilla ss the vampire who killed his nileoce,

- Several of Le Fanuts stories revolve around what he
oalls  the "inner vision," Thias s a sort of special faculty
vhich enables certaln peoplo to see or experience phenomensa
inviaible to othera, 1In the frequently reprinted "Green
Tea,"” Ls Panu's best known story, a man opens hia "innepr
vision" by drinking large quantitles of green tea, Thus he
is enabled to ses a fiend in the shape of a small black
monkey which beoomes his oonstant companione. This "familiar"
i3 not seen by others and makaa'itsalf very disagreeable to
1ts object of torment, cursing him, interrupting his prayera,
and finally driving him to sulolde,

 S4milarly, in "The Familiar" a men is haunted by &
revenge ghost visible only to him, The ghost is of a man
whose daughter was seduced by the man he haunts, Tho ghost
stalks his viotin's footstepa, firea ghostly shota at hias
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haad, and makes 1ife miaserable for him in goneral, Naturally
this oculminates in a completse mental and phyaloal brealkdown
and eventual death,

Two more storles dealing with strange visions are
v, Justlce Harbottle" and "The Vislon of Tom Chuff,"
The former 18 a sort of allegory in which a hypooritioal old
Judge lets personal dislike influenoe his aentences, He .
13 warned thnt if he condemns a certain enemy he will have
to anawer to0.a higher court, ut peralsts and 1s then shown
a vision of his own executions On the appointed day his
body is found hanging from his staly rail, In "The Vision .
- of Tom Chuff" a drunkard %s shown the error of hia ways and
given a praviaw/of vhat 13 in. atore for him &f he continues
to 4rink and abuse his famlly. He bshavoes for a short while
but. soon returns to drink and all that was foretold comes.
~ true, Nelther of thesa stories ia Le Fanu at his best,

: ﬂvLé Fanu has & welletold story on the Faust thems,
"Sir Dominiok'a Bargain.” The plot is the familiar one of
the man who sells his asoul for worldly goods, but the
setting 1s one of tha author's best, Loas sucoeasful and .
perhaps moat clumsily told of all 1a "Ultor de.Laoy.F..

This story of revenge tolls how a man put to death by a

de Lacy vows to return and extinguish his line, He suncesds
in this by making the daughter of the last de Lacy fall 1n
love with him, belleving him a real man, They run away

together and she 13 never seen agaln,.
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‘One of Lo Panu's most original stories ia "Sochalkin
The Painter," but it some'iow miaae§ beling a flraterate
ghost stoyyeethere 1s psrhaps too miuch of the fairy tale
about 1%, A struggling young painter loves his master's
daughier, The maaber, however, promises her to a mysterious
0ld man because of his wealth, The bride and groom digappear
wilthout anyone gettling a good look at him, Somo years later
the disappointed sultor asea the couple in the vaulta of a
cathaedral, and the groom la an animated corpse,

"Squire Toby's Will" and "The House in Aungler Strﬁét"
prove something of a disappolntment; they are not poor atorbs
but marely undiatingulshed, Ty,e former 13 the famlliay
story of the man who finds a will in his brother's favor and
- deatroys 1t, In conseq uence he is haunted not only by hise
father'a ghost dbut by his newly deosased brother as well,
"The House in Aungloy Strect™ 1s hauntied by the ghoat of a
man who committed asulolde, He appesrs to two young students
ogoupying the house and attompta to persusde them {or -
goars them) into following his example, Thls story possessos
- a8 very gripping atmosphore of real terror and suspenso.

. Lo Fanu was also adopt at writing the shorter ghost
gtory, and "The Sexton?!s Adventure" 13 a minor masterplece, .
The asexton unintentionally loads a friend to drink, uliimate
ruin, and sulolde, He 13 so shooked that he ewoars off
- drink, and tells hils wife one night as he goes to dlg a
grave that the devil may take him 1f-he toushes a drop

while he's gone, Homeward bound a mysterloua stranger invites
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him by gestures to take a drink. Vhen he refusea, the stranger
followa him home and 1n a horrifying olimax reveals himaslf

as the dead?riand, gont from Hell to try to témpt the gextm
ta Eraak hias promiae, -

One of Le Fanu'a moat origiﬁal stories is "VWloked
- Captaln Walshawe, of Waullng," A nonbellever 1nterrﬁpbe
his wife's funeral snd snatches the Holy Candle from her
vhand._ Her 0ld nurse curses him, saying that his soul will
romain in the oandle untll 4% is oconsumed, This 1s forgotten
until afte: hia death whon the noxteofekin oomes to stay
to look foi some paperg. He unknuwingly uéaa the ocursed
candla‘anﬁ is horrified to seo the wicked captain emerge
in minilature from the aandlestiok and then gradually assume
; normal aize, om watching the phantom's actiona the holr
gots a olue to the hiding place of the loat»papérs.

The atmosphore in this alory and also in "Diakon The
Devil" is exceptionally well-drawn, and the latter 1a one of
Le Fanu's bast stories, An o0ld man hates hls next=of=kiln,
but dies bafore he can disinherit them, After his death
they uaavbhe manor park for grazing catitle, and soon people
begin to see (but only from a distance) the former ovnert's
phantom walking among tho cattle and any he ftouches are sure
to dle, 1The ghost 1s bafflsd for a while when two boys are
sent bo'watoh the cattle, for he avolds peoples. He eventually
rétaliates by stealing ono of the bﬁya from his bed, and vha

they find hinm, his mind is gonoe,
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- One of ths moat convinoing and least romantio of
Le Fanu's atories 1s called "Madame Crowl's Ghost,” A
young girl ia aent~foi Ly hay aunt to help watoh a senile
old woman who ashortly dies, Aftcr her death the girl secs
the phantasm of the old lady go to a gecret door in the
paneling of her reom, Upon inveatigation it 18 found thag
the woman=had ghut her husband's son by a previous marriage
in thia room to die mo that her own 3on would inherit the
~estate, This atory might woll serve sa a sort of model
- for a good ghoat story.

These atoriea are all found in Grasn Tea and Other
Ghost Storiea, an Arkham House book, The original edition of
Groen Tea contalned only five storiea, A very worth while
underﬁakxng, for which there is a definite need, would be
a comprehanalve collectlion of all of Le fanu's ghost atorles,

~ ¥ have found four more of them in various anthologies
(see notea), "The Spectre Loveras"ll is a good ghost story
without being partiocularly outatanding., A young fellow
coming home one night half drunk sees a phantom regimont,.
An officer asks the 1ad to follow him and leads him to a
ruined héuaa, now like new, where a woman's ghost la waltlng,
The youth auadgnly grows frightened and prays, and finds
himgelf 1y1ng amid the ruina of the houae the next morning,

"A Chapter in the History of a Tyrone Pamtly™12 1a a

11 wagenkneocht, Tho Fireside Pook of Chost Storles,

12 Montague Summers, Victorian Gnost Storios,
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good atory, but not a good ghoat atory for two reasons:

it 1s too long and the supernatural element is only incidental,
A young bride gesa a black vell befere the door as she enters
her new homae for the firat time, and an old farily servant
declares that 1t 12 a family omen ofrimpanding miasfortune,
The atory 1a mainly oconcerned with the gradual revelation
that the huaband's firat wife was still allve whon hs married
the sesond, "The Dream®™l3 43 a moral ghost story in which

a drunkard has a "vision" of falling through a certain
staircase landing into Hells He repents for a time but
ultimately wenkens, and that night he is found dead of a
broken neok on the landing, The atory 1s very similar to
"The Vision of Tom Chuff,"”

"Ths Dead Sexton"}4 1s clumsily developed and exceedingly

oldefaghioned, The sexton 13 accldentally killed in the

act of robbing the church, Vhen his body 14 moved to the
| coach house.of the inn, a myaterlous atranger appears for
whom the corpse seems to possess much fascination. The
servants believe he is the devil, ecme to steal the sexton's
body now that 1% is out of the church, The lnnkesper watohes
and gees the atranger place the body on his horse, bul when .

he fires at him the gun explodes in his hands end both

stranger and corpse are never gesn again,

13 rmid,
14 1v14.
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ARTHUR MACHEN

Arthur Hachen is one of the great modeyn mastors of
the horror story, yet thore is scarcely a aingle tale of
his that can be called a ghost astory. It is for this reason
that his work, while wellelknown to the iover of welrd fiction,
will be dliscussed only briefly here, Maschen's atorles are
uaually longer than the average horror story becaunszs he
~aets guch an elaborate atage, Hga atorles often remind the
raadey . of the noveld of Wilkis Collina in that they are made
up of thalﬁtashiﬁcnials" of saveral people, This does not
always yesult in aocheyence and a olear narrative, In fact,
Machen 18 too prone %o take aeveral innocent oocuvrences,
auch as & newspaper elinping and one or two more aéemingly
unrelated objects, and then weave a story around them,
Coinoidence 1a often overworkéed, and the readeyr findas his
orodulity geverely tried, HMachen's best work 1s found in
Tales of Horror and The Supornatural,

In "The Novel of tho Black Seal™ a man declphers the
figures on a atrangely carved blaock rock, They lead him
to sugpeat that our world is inhabited by an old, malevolont
race gometimes called "falries" or “thgyliﬁtle paople."
Theas craaturee-avidenbly réaent hié 1h§eatigations, howavey,
for whan»he péréiats In them he mysteriously disappears,
"The ﬂaval of the White Powder®” is a horrible story of a
man who has a presoription filled by a drugglat, A mlstake
1s made and by colncidence the man is given the identical
formula used centuries ago by witches in oelebrating the



Black Mass. A sort of fungus appears on the man's hand and
then spreads, finally turning him into a seething pool of
putresence, '

"The Great God Pan" and "The Inmost L;ght" are both
science fiction. In the former a brain operation enables a
woman to see Pan and have a child by him. Tnhe story is
mostly concerned with veiled allusions to this daughter's
debaucheries. Tye latter story also concerns an operation
in which a woman's soul is removed and changed into a marve-
lous jewel. The authort!s involved style of narration here
forces the reader %o read the story several times to get
the full effect,

In "The White People'achild is initlated into strange
and forbidden rites by her nurse., As she grows older, she
learsn charms and words which enable her to see and visit
strange places outside mortal ken. "The Shining Pyramid"
is an indifferent story of two men who piece together from
several coincidences the fact that the "little people" are =
about to hold a celebration. They succeed in witnessing
this gala affair which consists in the roasting of a young
girl who had been missing for weeks,

"The Bowmen" created a furore when it appeared and gave
rise to the legend of "The A,gel of Mons." Some Eﬁglish
soldiers in World Was I are in peril until suddenly St.
George appears leading an army of phantom archers against
the foe. "The Great Return" is in a gimilar vein: A

patron saint returns to create visions in an old chapel
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and to fishormen at sea, and to oure a dying girl, The
authorts attempts to retell ¥elsh legends and folklore are
both boring and unconvinoing,

More succeasful is a shorter plece, "The Happy Chile
dren.” A visitor to an old Welsh town wondera why all but
the ohildren of the place are indoors on a certain night,
He later leams from looal legend that the ohildren he asaw
were not alive, "Out of the Earth"™ 1s another extraeshort
story, this time of the "little psopls,” These emerge
from their ocustomary underground abodes during the war to
rejolice 1n the oruelty and atupldity of men,

In "Children of the Pool," a sort of allegory, & man
is vacationing in Wales near a yepulsliveslooking pond which
is shunned by nativea, Some entity crawla from this pool at
night to ait outside the man's window and remind him of the
8ins he gommitted in yonth, It is suggested that the hidden
ovil in the man attracted the evil hidden in the pool,

"The Terror,"” the longeat story in the book, revolves
around phenomena engendered by war, Here animals all over
the acountyy go berserk and attack manj the reason given is
that man has forfelted hils claiﬁ to be ruler of the animal
kingdam by aausing so muoh bloodshed, The story o¢an hardly

be called a success,

R, Hs MALDEN
Riochard Henry Malden has been called an outatanding
diaoiple of M, Re Jamea, but his storles certalnly suffer
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by ocomparison with those of the latter, Malden's main fault
is underatatomentj evidently afrald of stating too much,
he hag gone to the other extreme and stated too littloe,
Hies ghoats are too vaguely suggested and the reader tires
of "blaock shadows™ and "etrange birdecries,” Like Mra,
Radoliffe, Malden wanta to have his oake and eat 1%t too} .
he makes his ghosts so indefinite that they can all be
explained away, Another fault in the overuae of the dream
as 8 means of explaining the raaﬁon for the haunting or foy
showing what took place in the paat, In flve out of the
nine stories in liine Ohosts a dream 1s made.one of the
supérnatural phenomena ex@arianoed. "

- In two of Maldents storles the asupernatural element 1is
8o 8light aa to be almost negligible, "Stivinghoe Bank"
1a 8hg gite of a ruined chapels years before, a prisst had
praoﬁiaad black maglo there, A modern vialtor heara ozd
lsgends, finda the tomb of the priest's monkey-familiar,
and has bad dAreams, The only other ghoatly oocourrences
are shadowa, unexplained laughs, and footprints, hardly
enough to socare a child, These game faults are made manie
fest in "The Coxswain of the Lifeboat,” in which an inquisie
tive person tries to mske & ghoat atory around a tombatone
because he feels "oreepy" around it, Tuhe reason for the
troubled apirit is not suggested in a dream here, btut is
acted out on the pages of the investigator's book (as on

a atage) which 18 even less bellevabls than a dream.
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"The Thirtesnth Tree" also has little to recommend it,
Centuries ago a witech cursed the line of the judge who cone
demned her son, and the eatate has never passed to a direot
heir slnce, A guest sees the garden specirally tranaformed
into vhat 1t was like at the death of the judge'sa son, .vhom
he sees drowned by an undefined black thinge Only a8lightly
batter is "Tho Blank Leaves,”" in which an amateur genealo=
glat ocomes upon & ourious oryptbgram in an o0ld parish register,
VWhen he makes = tracing, he looaens forcea dormant for years
and enables a apirit to recover 1lis severed hand whioh was
used to make "a hand of glory,"

" The Prisat's Brass®™ is an unoonvinoing story of a
fifteentheoantury priest-gorcerer, whose exact counterpart
1a the loaal sexton of today,., Reinoarnation ia suggested
but naqer.maﬁe clear, At any rate the sexton 1s able to
change himaelf into a bull and chargeas the visitor who haas
found all this out, but misses him and goea over a cliff,
The bull 18 never found, but the sexton is dlacovered dead
in bed, In "A Collector'a Company" the c¢ollector is a
country vioar who practices the black arts, A chance visie
tor sees the o0ld vicar on the lawn, leading a wild dance in:
which the other partiocipants are either skeletons or corpses
(1t 18 never made olear which), The colleotor Gomegs to a
bad end and ia found at the church door wlth his. ¢lothes
olawed to shreds, | |

Porhaps the most eerie atmosphere of any story in the

oollaction is found 15 "The Dininge-Room Fireplace,” An
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Irish country house 1ls rented for a vacatlon, but the new .
tenants objeot to an evil portrait and inexplicable draughts
in the diningeroom. Finally two psople see what they
ghought was a rumpled hearth rug fly up the chimney, Hidden
behind the porirailt are found the records of an elghteenthe
century club, the members of which dabbled in witchoraft,
The portrait is that of their president who mysteriously
died in that room,

One of Malden's happler attempts 1s "The Sundial,”
in which the new owner of an old house removes an anciént
post in the garden to put a sundial in its place, He
fmmodiately beglns to be heunted by an ovll~locking man who
always vanishes at closs range. It 1a dlscovered that forw
merly & orossroads met in the gardan, and tﬁat the post was
a stake driven through the oorpsé of_a-hangad criminal to lay
his spirit,

By far the bast story in the book is "Between Sunact

and ﬁoonr;ae.” A aountyry ocurate goes to the far end of
his parish to visit an old woman vho never goes to church,
He rsosivea tho impression that she was expeoting someone
alase and is atruck by her nervousness during hls vigit, On
the way home fog seta in, which separates long enough for
him to see a towerling, oloudelike oreature, intensely diae
bolical, rush paat him to the house he had recently left,
Of oourse the old woman is found dead the next day, If
Malden had attalned the high level of this story in hia
other efforts, Nine Ghoats would be a muoch better thing

than 1t 4a,
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FLOREHCE MARRTAT
Florence Harryat has a slender 1little volums of ghost

atorles called Tho Ghost of Charlotta Cray and Other Stories,

One of the four talea 1t contalns is not a ghost story, All
. 8are longer than average. | | |
, The title atory is the pooraat one, An 0ld mald ia
led on by 4 man and she expects to marry hime, Vhen ho marries
ancther, she wants to tell his wife of his perfldy but dles
” ﬁ@fora gshe oan do ao.v Afer hérigeath her ghoat vislta his
_» home and offioe geveral timeas ;n vain but finally succeeds
in matarial&zing before the wifa. Tho man, howaver, convinoes
hze wife what she gaw was a deluslon,

Suparlor to this is "Little %hite Souls," which 18 set
in Indin. mps wife of a8 Bmxttsh brficer belleves har huge
band 13 unfaithful. Beoause of her child‘s haalth ahe B0
cepts ﬁhe loan of a Rajah's caatla in tho hilla, Years
bafora, an Engllehwoman had been foread %o enter hhe Rajah's
(harem, but sha dlaplaaaed him and was pnt to death aleng with
her baby. How her ghpet aomes 40 gtoal the asoul of the foollish
weman's ne§1§4b6rn babye Emﬂhasié is put on the'wOman'a
atubbarn Jealousy rather than on the ghoat.

Besﬁ of all 1a a typicaz old-fsahioneﬁ ghosh stary
.;calleﬁ “mba Inviaible Tanants 09 Rushmere. A family rent
| a country hnuse but hear 1t 1a hauntea. T™he father 1znores
yloaal warninga and alaso aoms vague noiaea,‘but when he hsars
 akwho1e apeotral tragedy re-anéoteﬂ,fhe is forced to believe

in ghosta, They lster hear the atory of the Placéz A formep
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daughter of ths house wag uphappy and married foolishly
to get away, Then ghe returnsd gssking forgiveness, her
father shot her and then hanged himaelf, and this s what

subsequent tenants hear but cannot see,

Ge Pa MARSOW
Ge s Harson has an almost uni@ue iittle book oalled

Chosta, Ghoula, and Gallows, contalning several ghoat atoriea,

thres of which possess real excellencs, The first half
of tho book 1s davotsed to authentic experiences &n the guperw
natural that have come within the authbr’a ken, The aaéond
half of the book is an sssortment of short atories,lalmoat
all of which deal with either orime éndvaatection or the
anpsruatural, Several of thé§§ storles aye 1inked together
"in the experiencea'of a policemen in a small town, and almosat
ali ghow some merié.
"The Face" 1a the sbtory of s phantom monk who guards

: somw-aﬁcique golden vessels belonging to an old ohurch,
An attempted robbery is frustrated by this ghost who scaraes
~ the bprgi&r into fite, Tyo story is exoelleﬁt excopt for
pralixiﬁy,'and the same holds true for "Drowned Mon Tell
of ar evrie glow hovering over the hidden body .

- "The Ioe Beack" is an interoesting aﬁoéy of a certain
atretohx0£ water haunted by an evil apirit which compsls
poople to commit suiclde, Sevaral people havaldrowned

themselvea there in theo past, and aﬁa more is juat prevented
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in time, The neareviotinm declarsd aha wad in fine apirita
until reachlng the water, whew aha was golzad %3th doap
depreaalon and a atrong urge to destroy hersslf. Much
alighter 1s “nrOp with The ﬂeft,“ a story of a erloket
~match, The atar of the. %oam 16 on a apot and doea not know
what tb do until he heara hin father ghout "Drop with the
iaft;*" Tis 1s atmga for he had left hila father home in
vod, on raturning homs he laaraa hia father 15 dead, bdut
~sat up Juat et the last moment and shvutad, "Drop witﬁ/fggt.
) Least sucoessful of all is "Tvumpe&er, ¥hat Are You
~ éallingfkgw?” A man befriends a. troupe of seputa vho camp
on his place svery year, and rouses them In the morning wlth
_hié bugle, Ona year he falls %o show up, but his bupls
rwslkos gevaral boys who slept in a barn during a storm,
| They iearn that fumes would hava killed them if thoy had
atayed in the barn,fanﬁ thoy algo loarn that their bugling
friend had been dead several monins, Another rather medioore
atory 1ia “Déath of o Cleric,” in which a ghoat identifies
‘his muvderer by calling attentlon to his ploture,

Harson hag a moaé attractive extra=ahort phoat atory
"iver Palthful," a minor masterpiece of atriking originality.
Gantu?iaé agg_zn the groat plague the inhabltants of a
villags burned thoir homes to prevent infaoting #heir1”aiaﬁev
town® 1in thé vallay, How during the war the town in the
valley 1s about to bo bombed when suddenly the lights of a
town spring oub up oh'tha hilles The inhabltants of the
- valley £ind the next morning that the alte of the puilned
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town had besn bombed and that once again 1t had saved thelr
livea,

- "The Victory Ball" oconsgarna s group of aselfish, worldly
young peopls in postwar Britaln, They are unable to find
any place for a party but an abandoned campj so thoy approe-
priante 1ts chapel, That night ﬁhé dancers are Joined by
éhadcwy forms, nurases énd soldiers, and the belle of the
ball ig atartled when she 1s claimed by one of the latter,
He turng out to be her husband, whom she deseived and who
| wag killed in actlon, She s kllled in turn when the
flimay bulldings oateh on fire and her partner will not let
her go,

Maraonts best story, a very original one, has one of
tha most grvesome o6limxes in rll auperpatural fictlon,
"mhe Haunted Bua" 18 the story of rival bus cormpanies, The
owner of one of these 1s mentally unbalanced and is killcd
by his own bug while trying to race his rivals, After his
death personsg who 8if on top of the bus are likely to be
Joined by a wilde-looking man who glares madly abeut hims.
Ty,18 happons several tlmes and the phantom slso causes the
driver to run over a child and finally to wreck the bus, All
thias 1s related by the local doctor to & visitor as they drive
along the road where these eveﬁta took ﬁlace.' Tye ¢limax
comes whahrthe subjeot of their conversatlon reveanls himself

in the baock ssat of the car, and causesg anotheyr accident,
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RICEARD HIDDLETOH
\ Richard Middleton'sa oareoer, like that of Flta~Jamea
0¥Brien, wag ont short by death before he could fulfill the
promise of hia youthful work, Hiddleton 1s the author of
at loast five storiea of the supernatural, two beling very
famoua=w"The Ghoat Ship" and "On The Brighton Road," They
are all found in The Ghost Shin and Other Storiles,

The Ghost Ship" 1s one of the cutntanding humorous
‘ghost storles in tho language.. In a terrible windatorm a
ghost ship manned by ghost pirates 1s blown inland and
aettlaes 1n a turnip patoh, The ocrew caussa chaoa in the
village by luring the reapsctabdle loocal ghoata into becoming
drunkarda;'und vhen a looal commitiee Ainveatigatea, the
oaptain serves them some rum that explaina everything.
Order 1s restored when the ghoot ghip returns to 1%s natural
habitat during s seoond storm, but the turnipa in that

£10ld have tasted like rum over alnoe,

"on The Brighton Road" 1a a llttle masterplece of atark
tragedy, A tramp is juinéd by another, hut the asecond one
ias scarcely mors than a boy and 11l bhosides, Tye alck
cna‘is'put tn a hogspital in the next town under protest,

Tha older tramp is asmazZed vhen hils youthful companion jJoins
him again on another roads he 1s more amazed when the younger
man informs him that he died that morning.

uiddleton's other ghoat storiles are much slighter,

"The Coffin Merchant® suggests ¥, ¥, Harvey's "Auguat Heat,"
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A man reoeives a handbill fyrom a moprtioian informing him
that he will soon be in neecd of his aarvices, Ho goos to
seo i1f the notlee is o practioanl joke, but 1z told that 1%
is not and that they are gent only o those who will soon
neod thoir aservices, He is 80 upset that he goos home and
dies. "The Conjurer" concerna an unsuocessful magician wvho
nesds A Job desporatoly. He is oh %rlal for a Job one nlght,
but hag made several blundera, His next triok ls to make
his wife diaappear with the aid of rirrora, She does so
without the mirrora, however, and so ocompletely that she is
never seen agalns He gots the muich=nesded job,

ghepherdts Boy" 1a a thinner story which lacks the
impact of 0n Tga‘ﬁrighhon Road," A strgngar is asked Ly
& shepherd If he saw a boy on the path, The stranger later
learna in the looal inn that the shepherdts gson was killed
and that the old man consequently lost hies mind, He now
agks all passora-by if they saw hia-adn along the vayww
some of them did,

MRS, Mo 3. MOLESWORTH

Mr&. Mary Stewart Moleaworth, much bhetber known fop
her many childrent's baeks, 18 the author of two books of
ghost suorleu, both of which are disappointinge In the
firat, Four Gnost Stories, two oud of the four are ghoats
of the living, one ia too long by helfl, and the fourth,
"Lady Farquharts 0ld Lady," somehow juat misaes baing a
 fivsterato story. It is the familiar tale of someone who

loved her home sc much shoe couldn't bear to leave 1%, aven
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after death, The old lady's ghost appears to a young girl
three times and oauses her to have a nervoua breakdown,
It 1a a welle=developed story and the desocription of the
ghost 1a very finej 1t ocught to be betier than 1t is,

"itnessed by Two" i3 the story of a man in India and
his swestheart in England, At a time of 1llnoss and great
fatigue (semi~oongclousness) his wralth or thoughteprojected .
image visits the lady in London and when 1% vanishes; ghe
naturally belioves he 1s dead, She later learns he is alive
and that hia recollsation of the incldent is like a .droam,
A somewha$ similar story 1s "The Rippling Train,” in which a
man and woman love each other but never admit it, She
marrios gsomecne else and he hecomes an old bachelor, One
night he seesa her wralth in'his atudy and later learns that
she had just been seversly burned, dying a few months laficr,
Her wralth backed into the room and showed only & profile
to hide the burned side of the face,

 Lagt, longest {over s hundred pagesa) and poorest of

the four 1s "Unexplained," The plot ias too involved to
give ﬁare, but no satiafactory dolution 1a ever offerasd,
and the reader feels that he is loft holding the bags Fne
blfaly tco rmuch ﬁime 41s devoted to laying the scene, which
actually ndda'nothing to the storye~it ia an unsatisfactory
tale from several counts, |

Mra, Holeswnrth'a othor collection i3 called Unsanny
Tales, and only two out of the six mtorles 1t contains are

of the supernatural; neither of these s outatanding., It is
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diatregseing-to read a atory with unrealizsed possibilitiea, s 4

and auch 1a the sase with "The Shadow in the Hoonlight," a
potentlally fine astory which falls to make the grade, Again,
1t 13 too long fop porfeoot guocess; and nuch detnil could be
omltted wish profit, A family think they are living inh a
haunted house, % after three changes of regidence they
dlacover that thely ghost (a particularly horrid one whose
visité are admirably described) 1s attached not to the

house but to some antlque tapeatries, Vhen thoue are traced,
a georet panel and some hidden Jowelyry are dlscoversd,

The other atory, "At The Dip of Tho Road," % ruch
shortor, A girl returning to her cousin's homo after dark
from a visit in the neightorheod ls terrifled when the
carringe 1s pursued hy s man on foot who mannges to lkeep
up with the horases until a Aip in the voad is reached and
he disappenra, It %1z later learned that he had beon a gane=

keoper on the eatato years agos

A, N, L, WURBY |
A« We L, Munby is tho author of some dozen ghost
‘stories which ars colled in the volume called Tho Alabaster

Hand snd Other Ghost Stories. At least two of these attain
real distination, |

| The ti&ia gtory concerns & rellc which was hidden under
the hand of a figure on 8 tombe The pew beaslde the tomb was
unoacupied for yearsj and whon a newcomer sits thore, the

hand peaches out and grasps hia coat, Thls incldent eventually
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leads to tho discovery of the relic, A story which owes .
mich $o "Ths Treagure of Abbot Thomaa” 1g "Tho Inacriptlon,”
in which ysears ago an amnteur sorcerer sets his famlliar to
guard hia tomdb, Whon a remote deacendant attempts to nmove
the tomb, ho is killed by soms sort of unspecifiod fiond,
but the atory falls far ahort of the one by James,

Another tale seems to have boon suggested by "Ths

Pioture of Dorian Grays In "The Topley Place Sale" a

hard~hsaded heir Lingists on putting up for saleo somo holre

looma which were supposed to be kapt in the family, Included

wers the plstola of a distant ancestor, and also a modarn

portralt of himaelf, which are all sont Lo the ghoreroom

of the suction firm, Vhen the night watchman thers hears

8 shot, he finds a bullet gone from ons of the guns and a

hole in the helirta portralt, Ve later learn that tho heir -

died.at gxactly that time, praaumabiy from hoavt failure,

UThs Negro'a Nead" is an o0ld account of a Hegro killed

for sorsery by a auporatitious man who is gubsequently
killed by the ﬁagrd's ghosﬁ. Another revenge story ls “The

| Laeberh;“}in which a atolen lectarn brings ruin and violent

death %o the famlily of Lthe man who stole 1t, With the oxe

ception of two wilitoherafl sbériea hars cmitted; the only

othey aaoondwraté gtory in the book ia "The Four=Fogter,”

It is diéocvared that tho bed-hangings were made from dige

interred shrouda by @ gravenrobber, but not until after

their former owner vialts the occupant of ths bed with very

unpleagant conhacquenoes,
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Hunby has an interaating atory in "The Devil's Autow
graph," a varlation on the old Fauat thema, btut posseasing
enough freshnessa to pravent 1ta being trite. In "The Tregans
net Book of Houra® the new owner of the book finda a nodorn
11lluatration and tries to trace the old one, He finda the
missing ploture was drawn from 1ife, the result of a family
gurse, It seoms a man wanted his neighbortsa farm and burned
his houss over his head, T,o dylng man told him he would
never vost with his anceators, and when he dioss a charred
figure interrupts tho funeral by ataaling the corpses The
man's lame son waa unable to run so had to watch, and he
later drew what he had seon,

Another fins story is $itled "An Encounter In The Hist®
and might well bo ealled "The Vell«Mnaning bubt ¥yataken Choat,”
A man lost in the miat 1a given directliona by a kindly old
man but finds that 1f he had followed them, he would have
fallen to his death, local legend latsr revesls that a
benign hermit lived there years previously, and often
directed lost people to safety by what was then a safe
traiz."31nae then part of the trail had fallen in a lande
slide and in seeking %to holp, the ghost had unwittingly
gent several mon to thelr dsath, Even batter %sm "The White
Sack," a really sxcellent story of an elemental, A man
wandera for hours lost in the mist, When he finally finda
his way ocut, he is alarmed to see a small oloud of the mist
detach itself, follow him, and rapidly galn on him. The
terror and mounting suspense are finely handled and 1t 1s
by far the most origlnal story in the booka
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A nore orthodox story and perhaps & more grueaome ono
is "The Tudor Chimney," 4an old mansion ia haunted by a
horrible apparition trailing burnt rags and an awrul smell
over gince @ sealsd chimney ls opened, When Parish records
ars examined 1% 1s discovered that a former owner of the.
Hall was woery unpopular, After he waa suapeeﬁeﬁ of killing
& ohild tho villagers stormed the Hall one nicht and he
wag hover seen slnce, Naturally upon invogtigation his
partially burhed remains sre found in the chimneyiﬁhare he
evidenily tried to Hde, but once thaaé are given Chrigtian -
burial the houso ia troubled no mores It is a bit olde
fashioned, perhaps, but none the leass offeoctive for belng ao,

AHYAS EOﬁTHGOT$

The name of Amyas ﬁovth&ota, like that ofvhia 11teréry
contemporary A. M, Burrage, 18 a& very ilmportant one in the
ﬁwentianth century ghoat story. ¥%hile Eurrnge'a steriéa |
are mare\noﬁaiabanbly perfeat then those o: ﬁorthﬁote, the
lutker haé aeverai stories bf decided excellence, Although
Hoﬁthqote ndhevaa fairly closoly to satablished patberns,
he mansgeé to infuse muoch variety into his work, Eia’ntdriea
are 601136%6& in the volume In Ohostly Company. |

>Amohg tgeae, fThe Downa" is reminiscent of Bl@ckwood'a |
“Mny~Day»Eve.“ A traveler lost at night on the downs finds
himeelf in aom§ very atrange company, He later learns of
'afaﬁ old 1dca1‘§§peratihion bha# onh one night in every yeapr

all those whn mot a violent death on the downs return to
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the soene, Also similar to another Blackwood story,
"A Deferred Appointment, " is "The Young Laay»in Black,"
whioch £a the bettior story of the two, An artlst 1a commlge:
aioned by & young woman Lo do her likensss, but she can gtay
only a short while and go he mst atudy hav faco very cayew
fully while whe i1a there, He exesoutoes the miniature and
finds upon deolivering it that he was about to bo summoned
to paint a ploture of the lataly deceaged daughtor of the
houas from photographs, The photographs are of hias elusive
aitters

» ‘Less sucosasful and aomewha% too long 1a "The Houde
4n the Wood," TIwo travelers pass tho night in an iszolated
hougse where their hoats attempt to rob one of them, 'Paasiblq
mirder 18 provented by ths other oney who 1la awakened and
lad to the othert'a room by a young girls When he describes
her to hia’friéndg that pajxgéelaraa her %o be his daughter
~who had dled a few months hefore,

‘The next atory conaerns & rathor unusual form of
haunting, In "The Steps” a girl 1a persistently vislited by
invigivla footstepa whioch she recognizes as thoso of a déi
ceased aultor vhom she refuged to marry, Scieupe is helpe
less, and the innocent victinm i3 eventually hounded into
hor grave, Detter atill is "The Late Earl of D,," vhich uses
the device of an old tragedy ree-onacted in the present, A
visitor to an old esmto sass reflectsd upon the window
pane a murder which tao& place gome thirty years ago in that

room, but the room itaelf 1ls ‘empty., The story is very ad=

 mirably contrived,
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Northootets two masterpieces are sntirely dissimilar,
One of them, "Bpiokett Bottom," 1s a riddle story, &nd the
other, "The Govarness's Story," 1s the standard tale of a
suieide's ghost unable to rest, In the latter the governess
hears nolses overhead at night, inoluding a goream, but finds
upon investigation that thore is nothing over her voom but
a f£lat roof, Unable to bear it any longer, she finally
reaigns and learns before leaving that her mistress’ husband
had a son by a forme» marriage, Baeocsuse of cruelty and
restraint the boy threw himself from the window of a room
~ {now torn down) directly over her bedroom,

- UBplokett Bottom™ 1s one of the beat riddle ghost
stories aver written, and appears frequently in the antholoe
glos, A famlly with two daughters moves into a new part of
the countrys One of the daughtera 1s something of an invalid
and stays at home, while the other goos out and makes friends,
inoluding an elderiy ocouple who live in Brickett Bottom, One
afternoon she goes to vialt these new friends and nover ree
turns, The griefestrioken family learn that no houss has
stood in Briokett Boﬁtem for over fifty yoars, ’

OLIVER OXNICNS
I% 13 very dilsagreoabls to settle down with an exe
peotive shudder to & book of ghost atories only to discover
that mahy of them are not ghost atories at all, Such 1s the
cass with the Collected Gyont Stories of Cliver Onlons,

Ilke Henry James, Oniona geems to be mors interested in
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payohology than in the supernatural, and his ghost storles
suffer as a reault,

‘For inatance, in Onlona' besiwknown atory, "The
Beokoning Falr One," 1%t is nevar mndo clear whether the .
man was visitod by a ghost or by some sort of deluaion.
However, 1t 18 only f£alr %o give some opiniona other than.

nine., The sditora of Great Tales of Terror and The Supore

hatvral oall 4% “aartalnly;onafofﬂthe finoat and most
torrifying gnoat:atnrzaa;everfwbiﬁﬁan;"15 and PBennott Cerf
anya it 13 one of the two boat ghoat atorles he has ever
road 16 Tn the first place, 1t 13 too long Lo suoceed as

a ghost atory. The plot revolves around a man vho rents a
house and boeglna to imagino he hears things, a woman.aombing
hor haiy, fnr ezample. .He graauallv falls in love with his
concepticn of this woman and as: graﬁually losesn cantaot
with tho world, W¥hen his former gwosthenrt inslsts on
visiting him repeatedly, he (supposedly unconaclouasly)
locks her inte a samall cupboard, whero sho 1s found a fow .
months later, so that ho can listen uninterrupted to the
combing of the hair., The tale evokes a thrill of horror,
but not horror of the supernatural, »

. Two more stories thut could bs shortoned to greét
aﬁv&nhaga‘aré the Roasewood Door® and "The Rope in the
Rafters,” The buildeup in each of these 13 so prolonged
that the reader 1a wellenlzh axhauétad bafore the supere

15 wime and Fraser, p. 858.
18 pennett Corf, Famousg Ghoat Stories, Introduotion, p. viii,
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natural slement evor entera. "The Rose~Tood Door" ia an
sntilgnue door bullt into & modern homo, It causes a man %o
1111 his brids beocanse 1t transports him inteo a previous
11fe in which his wife was unfalthful., 95111 less aantlge
factory 1a "Tho Rope in the Raftors,.” Thero is a ghost of
gortis, but it 4s so vague and unconvincling that tho reader
1s nover surs vhat 1t 1a all about,

Two atorins aomewhat sirtlar to each other are "The
Out Sistor? and "The Cigarette Casc,” In each theo protagonist
tallka to somoone, only to learn later that no such person
exists, In tho former an artist visits a convent to sketoh,
falls to day~dreaming, and wakes up to find her shkatch done,
She has a long tallk with the 3iaber who leta her out. Vhen
ghe raturns %o the hotel, the sketeh has beooms a blank
sheet of paper, ond uron investigation she eannot find the
8ister she talked to. In "The Cigarette Cnse® &Hwo travellers
visit an old la dy and hor daughter in a quaint nhateéu.
Tge next day one finds he left hla cigarette case thore angd
returns for 1%, only to find the place a deserted rulin. « .
but his omse 1a in the gsalon, Thia 1a one of Onions' more
sucoeasful ghoat atorlies and ia shorter than most of them.

"The ¥anter of Tho House" is an excellent weraw&lf tale,
Some people rent an old house with the understanding that
the owner, his servant, and‘dug will occupy cohe wing, They
soon dlgeover that the owner and his man take turna inhabiting
the hoﬁy:or the dog. The 0ld man waieomﬂa releage, bub it
results in hls death,
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ontons' best ghost story has the intriguing title of
"The Woman in the Vay.," Its effectivensss 1a helghtened
by the narrator's insistenoce that he does not believe his
own atory. A woman dies with a grudge toward a man, or -
pogsibly toward hils mother,., At any rate, her phantom begins
to appear to the mants younger brothor, and sometimes moets
him two or three timos in the course of a certaln fleld,
ﬁ.viaiting gcholar 1s calloed on for help, and the woman

13 eventually exoroised.

 VINCENT O'SULLIVAN

Vinoanc 0'Sulllivan has a yathor indiffarent colleuticn‘
called éﬁgggg of Bapgaiug, in which are four atories of the
supernatural, These have many of the faulta comnon ho the
"mauve déoade“: attempts at wihﬁinaaa, daliborate va&ueneaa,
and a jaunty, arty sort of bohemlanionm,

Helther of the two more Orthodox ghoat stories in hhe
colleation haa much to recgmmanﬁ it, "My Enemy and myaalf"
i1s a atory of a murdered man whé sooka revenge by coming to
his killerta héuaarin the form of a oorpsa ao as %o 1ncrimi-
nate hime In "The Business of Madame Jahn" Madame Jahn is
killed by her nephew for her monoy, She roturns from the‘
grave to drive him %o suloide, |

More interesting is “The Bargaln of Rupert Orange,”
‘whiuh 18 a wellewritten variation on tho Faust theme, Pere
haps mos$ original of all and atrangely convinoing ia "When
I Waa Dead,“, In thia a man dles from overwork and'witnaaaes
the yeactions of hiavéarvants and alater to his death, which
he just oannﬁt renlize, It is only when tho funeral cortege

leaves the house that he oan doubtthe fact no longer,
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VIOLET PAGET

Violst Paget, undor tho name of Vernon lLee, haa given
us four stories of the osoult which have besn collected
in the volume Hauntincs, Montague Summers has beatowed
extravagant prelise upon Mias Paget; in the introduction to
hias Bupernatursel Omnibus he ranks her right at the very top
with such & magtor of the ghoat atory as M, R, James.1?. In
this oolleation ho reprints HLwo of her storiea, "Oke of
Okehurat" and "Amour Dure,"

I do not go so far in pralse of Miss Paget as Summers
doed, but her storlies are certainly well written and dessrve
$0 be better known, The other two storles in Hauntlngpa
are "A Wioked Volce™ and "Dionea," This last is not actually
a ghoat sbnr&. Dionea is & reincarnation of Venhus and
oauses everyone she comes in contact with to have pasaianate‘
love affairs,

One qrikioiam might be made here of all four stories:
They are & blt too long for the very beat effect, In fact,
none of Misa Pagetts ghosts, with the poasible exception of
the one in "Oke of Okehurat,” are exoeptlonally frigheaning;
add”avanyehak one is neover plotured directly to ths_raadar.
This story is told by the artist who visited Okehurst to
paint portralts of the owner and his wife, an exotic, lane
gulshing, finede-siecls type who, bored with her unimaginaw

tive huaband, seeks diversion in imagining herself a remote

1? Honﬁague Surmers, The Supsrnatural Omnibus, Inﬁro-
duotion, pa 35.
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ancestreas who had a love affair with a poets The reader

~ 1s never told 3o in so many words, but it 1s suggested
that the lady 1s veceiving vialts from the poet who haa been

~ dead for two hundred yeara; The o0limax ocomes when her
husband gees thle "viaitor" embracing his wife, and no%
realizing hils spectral nature, shoots him, Of aourge the
bullet goes right thrmughrthe ghost and kills his wife,

- "A Wiokoed Volce" ia set in Venice, A young musiclan
ia tryingitc oompoge an opera in the rather heavy style of
'Wagner. He heara a loocal legend aboub an 8ighteenthe
‘_century~ginger;who could cause the Geath of hias listeners
from pure esstasy if he choss, He beglns to hear a strange
»siﬁging, and dreams of the legend, 1Iin viaiting a country
honss he diaéovara it 413 the sceno of the logend of a woman
killed by the magic volce, That night he is drawn %o the
ballroom whers hs seos the drama'rééenaahed. All of thia
unfortunately has the effect of making him unable to finish
hla opera, |
| "Amour Dure™ tells of a atudent who 1s atudying the
hiatory’or a small Italian town, Hs ocomes upon the hiatory 

of a modleval femms fatale, a lovely woman vho causes the -

death of her lovers, He becomes fasoinated by her, and

then obsessed, Ho bslisves he gess her, and eventually
auch a rapport 1s oreated that he does. One morning he 1s
found 4in the square with an antique dagger in hia chest, and
the»readar is left to imagine what took place at his mlid=

night teyat.
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ALY throo of thone stories center in a somovhat nsurotio
poxaon; who, unable to face the preasant, refreata into the
past and thug Iinvites invlites undesirable company. In

othar words, these storles ave all of ono plece,

, BARRY mm

Barry ?aln ia the author of goms aeven ahort atories
of the aupernahural, vhich ava round in tho volume Stonrlas
_1__:_1. the Dark, With the emeption of "?he Mcon-slave" these
areg ﬁot paﬁ#ioularly disﬁinguiahedg Some of the atoriea
ara‘aabrad‘by 8 vague, lanquid exotloism ao often bypica1‘
afgigggggggég;g liﬁoratura, while othara are merely flat
and unlnépired. | )

“?he Undying ﬁhing“ aurtara from avar-length. A wild
family was ouvaaﬁ by a witoh, and the wife of tha baronet
at tkabtlme waa acarsd by a wolf during pregnancy. It 13
auggeated that mhat ghe gave birth to was half human and
half wolf. It was plaoed in a cave to dia, but inatead
lived far at leaat riva genarationa, k¥illing an ocoasional
cow or two. For gome unknown reason 1% emexges from the cave
ab th& time cf the atory and killas the present helr, :

 ®ihe Gray Cai" 13 upon the oftan~used thome of & visitor

tolmgypt who huya an old ocarved oat, A glgantloe Nagro triles
to buy 1t from nim.and failling, ouraes him., Back in &ngland
the man adapﬁs a larve oat baoaune 1% reminds him of the
atatuethe. Tha oat 13 aavaga and aventually 1411ls the man,

but can naver be found. The antlique carved cat 1s also
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riissing, and a largoe Nogro was seen to leave the house at
the time of the rmurder,

"This Tg AL1" 18 told by the ghoat, A man ia warned
by his doctor of a weak heart. He dozas in hisg 1library as
usual that night and finally walkog and goes upstaira, The

dénovemant comes wheh hs ig not roflected in the mirror

at the hoad of the stepas, "The Case of Vincent Pyrevhit"
13 an extva-ghort ghost story with nothing to recommend 1%,
A woman dles snd calls hor husband on the phons ghortly
aftor the funeral. She tells him he will soon bo with hey,
and ha dlea the next day.

_ Pdinihﬁa two atories 1n which 1% is never mndo cloar
whather the prdtagoniat wag actually‘hauntéﬁ or 17 he was
ingane, In "The Diary of a God" a man retires %o an laolated
farm vhere he hecones inareaaﬁngly occontric, Vhen ho
| disappears, hias dlary reveals that he had come iéfo contacy
wlth %he andiﬁnt gods who invite him to become one of them,
A muoh better atory 1s "The Green Light," A man rurders a
womas, and tho last thing he notiesas before he loaves 1s
hor face bathed in o greenish light through a ourtain of
that color, When he returns thaﬁ night $o get soma)money
he forgot in his haste, he soes th&t window of that room
£111ed with & greenish light, He looks ah the light until
i1t vnsettles hi@ go that he confeasas his drime.

Pain's best ghost story, one of striking origlnallty,
13 "The méon~51ave." A princesg has an ovorwhelming pasaldn
for danaing, One nighﬁ she ste&la away from & boring ball
- and finds hersolf in a atrangs plase bathed in moonlight,
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¥hen lovrely migle gbarta, ghe 1o oconpelled to dance and does
ao all nighte Tharaafter, onch time %he nmoon is full, she

1a seized with unconirolladls longing to rotuwn $o the
airange waste and danco, One morning shae dosa not reiurn,
howavar, and searchars find ons of her shoea, and near 1% the

rmark of a oloven hoof,

HOVARD PEASE
Yhen one reads a colleation purporting to be ghost
storles and finds that less than onaethird of them,déal
with the aﬁpernatnral, he feols cheated, Such 1s the case

with the Border Ghost Stories of Howard Pease, To add

insuli $o injury there 1s not a really good ghost atory in
the whole book,

7wo of the stories, "Kitty's Bower" and "Tale of The
Taree Antilquaries,” are both of ghosts of the 1llving or
thought=projscted imuzen, Nelther ia at all distinguished,
A story vitally laeoking in clarity i1s "The Munimont Room,"'
in whioh aro found the bones of a man, but the ghoat is |
that of a womane ¥No axpianation ia offered,

~.0f the only three ghoat stories in the book that have
any olaim'talliterary wofth, one 1s of possessions "in
The Blackfriar's Wynd" tells of a wisked old man who takes
pbaeeasian of his gervant'a body at night for evil purposes,
Hia nephew denounces him to the looal priest, who puts things
to righta, In "The Haunted Ale~House"™ a man traces his |

nigsing brother to a disreputable favern where he suspocts
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foul play %oolk place, Whon he finda hilsg brother in a rocently
made grave, he hesltates no longer but accudes the ownera
of tho als houas, Thoy asuccaeed 1n overnowaring him when
suddenly his dgad Wrother comss o his aaslgtanca,

A family feud is revived in "The Lord "ardents Tomb"
when a man lnanooently walking throupgh a graveyard‘;s atruak
a tramendous hlow by an unsesn antagonlist, He later learns
that ho wag right a% tho tomb of an anceatral enemy of hls
family and that hatrsd had aziated for genarations, Al

thinza oonsldered, thia 1g Pense's moat aucoessful'story. :

' ¥R3, J. Hs RTDDELL
Urs, Jo He R14dell, nee Charlotte Cowan, was another
~ Viotorian novelist who trled her hand at the supernatural,

‘She tried a full=length novel on thila theme, The Haunted

River, and in the early 1880%'s thoere appaarea‘a colloction o

her short ghoat stories called ¥Welrd Storias,

Hr, Se M. E 1115 declares "Holrd Storlea" comprise some

of the beat ghoat tales ever written,”28 I am sorry to say
I cannot agreo with;ﬁhis. Thoae tales are ghost atorles,
true, but the ghoat 1s not the main focal point, There 1s
no moin focal point, Tho gthoat le a meansg of solving some
sort of problem, ngually & hiddén will or a miser's hidden
hoard, (Mrg, Riddell seema to have boen obsesaed with money.)
In each ataﬁy this problem 1s always solved, and the ending
la éé happy as poaalble under the ciroumstances, In other

words, these stories are £lag, uninspired, and all of one

18 5, M, E11is, Wilkie Collins, Le Fanu, and Othera,
Ps 205,
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plece, They fall to create any terror whatever in the
. readsar, and could be ghortensd by half to great advantage,
o The’setting;;n "Walnut-Tres House" is very well contrived,
hut ﬁhe“ghosh, zhﬁﬁhdf a small boy, 13 treated s0 nonochae;
lantly that 1t falls to make any impresslon oh the roader,
The child was miatreated by a distant cousin who inherited
the house because a will leaving 1t to tho child and his
- alater oould not be found., Of courss the hero finds the
will and marries the alstor. The ghost aeéa her hapry and
is aatistiad, 80 haunts no more, Thia atory sets the pattern,
with one exception, for the other storiss in the book,
"The Open Door" alasc revolves arocund a hidden will, A man
18 mirdered by hls wife becauss he made a will 1n anotherts
favor, The door of the room in which he dled ocannot be
made to atay closed untll the will is found and the marderer
detectedﬁk The setting here ls very detalled and adds nothing
to the story,.
| "The 01d House in Vauxhall ¥alk"™ was owned by an old
niser murdared for hér moneys but the agsassing were unable
. to £1ind it, The hero sess her altilng and counting her pgold,
“%henlit 1aAfoﬁnd hidden behind a mirror, the haunting ceases,
"01d Hré. Jones" was another miser whose huaband murdered
her foﬁ her jJewals, She satablishes rapport with & girl
living in the house where the orime was cormmitted and
oauses her to dream that she sees the arime take place and

also to walk in her sleep to where the murderer livea under

an asgumed name,
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?Eutuﬁﬁsh Farm” 18 also haunted by the ghost of a man

- murdered for his money. When his remalrs are found, and by
“bhe'masb amazing colncidsences his murderer discovered, he

~ ceases to haunt the besch wood, T,e story's only redeemlng
foature 13 a véry diverting local charactor, Miss Goatock,
Twe one exception ot this seriass of problem stories ig "Sandy
The Tinker," A minister drsams that he makes a pact with
Satan by which his soul 13 forfeitsd on a certain date une
lesa he can aend someons in hila place, A dlssolute old

'tramp, Sandy, dies juat in time %o serve as hilg asubstlitute.

MAY SINCLAIR

The ghosta 1n May Sinolair's Uncanuy Storisg are of

thavaarth, sarthy, They ave moilvuted or inhiblted by phye
aloal considerationa perhaps more than any othor ghoatsiin
fiutian.»_Fbi axample, in "The Hature of the Evidanca“ran
ethoreal first wife returns from the grave to prevent her
huéband from:having intercouss wlth her lasaiﬁioua succesgor,
If nozva partiounlarly Irightening atory, it is certalnly a
startling ohe, |

"I The Dead Knew" 13 he sbtory of a man unable o marr#
becauae of an invalld mothor, Ho wlghoea ashe were dead and |
she dlea, but aftor his marrisge ghoe returus to haunt him,
Howovor, a3 soon a3 ho is really ropentant, aho veasgas to
troubls hinm any moroa

A poignont story is "Tho Tolton," in which tha wilo of a

vory undsmoasbtrative man dloa without ever knowing for sure
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that he loved her, She comsa back after death to find out,
ls never aeen by the husband but only by his siater, and
once satisfied, she takes her leave,

"The Victim" 13 perhapa ths boest worked out story of
any in the gollection., A hot-btempered young man, mlatakenly
ballieving that his aged employer has advised his gwoatheart
to leave him, murdera tho o0ld man. Ty zhost of his viectin
Aappéars to him saveral times, each tlme wmorae aubatantially,
and £r.aliy $ells him that he (the ghoat) bears no malice
because he has been daliveredvfrom pain into a mich more
agreeable exlstence, W%What the ghost does want cleared up
ia the miatake, and when the voung man ceases %o hate hils
- viotim, the ghost cosazes to trouble him.

. Two more atorles are not exactly shoat storles--"Vhere
Thelyr Fire 1s nnt'Quanched“ tolls of an adulteress doomed
after death to comnlt adultery for all eternity, and in "The
Pinding of tho Absoluta®™ a man finds Heaven different from
vhat he expoots, , ;

‘¥1sg Sinclair has another unusual psychic atory in
fThe Villa\naéirae,” in which a young girl auddenly seean a
~phantaam of her bridsgroomsto~be taking shape besiaa hey
beﬁg At first she thinks he must be dead, but soon realizes
that wvhat she sees is the astralwprojsction of his mere '

animalflust. The wedding 1s ocalled off,

A Er g TN
LANIS QPRNCE

In The Archer in tho Axrag we have an lInteresting
AR S——

collection of ghost atories and not-guite~ghost storiles by
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Lewls S8pence, Soms of the twenty~0dd stories in the book .
are not ghost stories in any nenseg»tbare 1a one atory,

”The Pirn," on the fairy gueen, and another, "Himsel!," in
‘which Christ appeara. Sevéral storiss deallng with Mexican
magle and Centrsal American witohoraflt must rank as failures,
Spenceta stories ars shorter than the average ghoat atorys
perhaps 1f thoy were developasd at greater length they mipht
be moré sucoessful, As 1t ia, there 1s not a single really
auperice sale in the book, although seversl approach exoele
lence very olosely. Thease desserve to be better known,

One of the best of these 1a "The Horn of Vapula,” which
- reminds the reader of some of M. R. James' work. A visitor
;f ton amail villége 3093 on tho yocf of the church a fantastlo
“figure whioch follows him home. He 13 amazed to find the
same figure the next mcrning garved 1in atone on the ahurch
roof, but finds the loaal ourate vory reticent on the subject,
Inveatigation prowves that when the ochurch was built the
Bishop of the day immured his domon familiar Vapula in a sto e
gargoyles by soroery, but the enchantmont held good only by
day, leaving the fiend free to roam at night,
-Somewhat similar ls "The 3,at of Sergulath,” in which

8 man recently heir to an old house notices a red glow at
| night 1n:én unuaed room. He and his wife gee & glgantic
inhuman form altting in a masalive old chair, and learn
that an ancestor had chained his familiar to the ohalr by
magia, The spell fs broken vhen 1ts neme is pronounced,

and they are horrified to ses the demon rush to the old
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chapel to wreak revenge on the corpse of its oaptor, who ia
burlied there, St111 another variation on thiag theme isa
"The Hudari." ¥Years ago a woman sold the souls of all hepy
descendants in order to gain a familiar with power to forew
tell the future, The monater degoenda as a sort of family
curse and predicts accurately various miafortunes until it
ig finally exorailsed, |
One feols "The Sorcereas in Stalned Glass" was writiten

carelaéﬂi" and in great haste, Two friends buy an old
house by the sea and restore it, Oneo of the main features
is a gtalned~glass window in the library deplicting a woman
in red robes holding a knotted vope, The men £ind that on
windy noonlight nights this lady loaves hor window and walks
about the library, They discover that she was a famous
wltch who $led windaborms up Into a knotted rope and then
untisd them when a ahip came by in order to wreck it,

-Much less successful stories include "The Green ¥ipror,"
in wvhioh a lovely woman, 8 sort of sea-nymph, appears in a
mivroy and lures & man to his death, He 18 found with hils
head thrust through the broken mirror, but his death was
'oaused by;growningg Another one, "Cook Lorel's Beat,” tells
of & man wﬁa finds his hoeel’reom chenged into & ship's
cabin., Vhen he smashes the figure of a boat carved on the
.. mantelplece, the room returng to normal.
| The title astory,"The Archer in The Arras,” 1a one of
ghoatl& revenge, The laat member of a noble English family
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apends the night in a French chateau, A remote ancestoy
had heen responsible for the extinetion of the fanmily vho
owned the ohateau. The bedroom iz dominated by a tapestry
depiloting an archer, and during the night this archer sends
his arrow into the descendant of his hated enamy. Tho atory
is undistingulahed anhd too sketohy., A maudlin story of
"The show muat go on" 1a ocalled "The Ghost in Hamlet," An
old actor playing the part of the ghost returns f{rom the
grave o play hias parti no one reallzed he was dead until
afterward,

| Anpthar atory vhich might have been much improved iga
"The Red Flasket,"” in which a man prolongs his 1ife by moans
of a magio ellxir which he got from an old wigard, Vhen
his supply of the elixir 13 gone, he‘sanda hias servant to
the castle of the wizard, now dead, for more, The wizard
reaents thia intrusion, however, and comsa along too, and
of gourae the elixir»doean'ﬁ do any good, 35111 alighter
are two stories told in Scottish dlalect, "Malater Hudie"
and "The Stane Finger," Tﬁe former ia the story of a apirit
bound to, but outslidezhis ocastle becauss of & curases The
latter story tells of nobls mncestors wreaking vengeance on
an unworthy descendant, reminisocant of E. Wesbltts "iane

Size in Mardle,."

BRAM STOKIR
In'addition to being the author of Dracula, one of the
besab known navela of the supaprnatural ever wrltten, Bram
Stokei also has at least iwo sbort guoat storliea, toth poae

seasing real diastinotion, Thess appear in Dracula's Guest,
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whiloch takes 1ta $1tle from an oplaode originally intendeld
for inclusion in Draounla,

"The Secret of the Growing Gold" is a very original
atory of revengsé. A man and woman live together for aome
tinme, until he finally abandons hey and marries another,
She returna to upbraid him and ho rmrders her and hildes
the body beneath the hearth. Imagine hls horror when her
golden halr beglins to appear through oracks in the hearth
gtones ord gradually attracts the atientlen of his wife,

"The Judge's House," a atory of gheer torror, is the
familiar one of the student seoking a gulet place to study,
In hpite of warnings not to do 80, he renta the abandoned
house of & Judge who led an evil l1llfe, Tge very rats vhioch
plague the house never coms neay the judge's portralt. The
atudent becomoa inoreasingly aware of a malign prosence,
and finally the old judge's ghost begins to manifest Ltgelf,
. Tﬁe rats try to summon ald by swingiﬁg on the bell=-pull, -
| buﬁ'fub at the aéﬁroach of the evil phantonm vho uses the
rope to hang the helpless student. The mounting suspense

1a managed to perfection,.

Ee He WAKLPIELD

One of the most prolific modern Epglish ghost stery

writéva i Horbert Hussell Takefield, I would not go ao
far as to rank Wakefiocld with ¥. R, Jamas, bul at hls best
he compares famvorably with such wastorg of the ghost story

88 Tle F, Denson and Larjorlie Boven, %o those of the foymer,
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Wakefield'a atories arc very uneven in qualliy, but the
medioere onhes are compsngated for by such blood-curdling
tales ag "Ihe Red Lodge” and "The Seventoenth lole ab
Duncaster,” both found in hlu first colloction, They

Heturn at Lyoninz,

" "Phe Red Lodge" 1g hounted by a pariticulasrly horrible
ghost in the form of a drovned dorpse dripping green slime
‘which 1% leaves all over the houss, YThore 13 s loocal lepgend
to the ef’eot that years ago a man had his wife so badly
soarsed that she drowned hergelf in the rivor at the fool of
the garden, At any rate the ghost is espoaially malevolent
toward ohildren and a3 tho narrator has a young son the tale
beoconas vary dramiic, Vakofield algc showa his talent to
advantage in "The Sevenitseonith Holg a% Duncastor,® This
iz a story of forges from an anclent Drutd roliglen who
resent. & golf courge being pardially bullt on tho remains o
their ancient alinr, Solitary golfers are heard toc scream,
but when they are reachod it is too late. This atory is
of 1ts kind as good ar anythlng M, H. Jamss wroto along

gimilayr lineas,

They Return At Evening slso contalna four stories that
have 11%tle to recommend them. In "That Dieth Not" & man
kills hils wifo, vho had married him for hils money, and she
returns to ruin hilg ascond marriage.’ "rrofesasor Povnallts
Overaight” deals with & fanatlcal chess player who lilla
his rival, In every gamé ho plays thaoreafter the rivalts

ghost appears %o alid hila opponent.) "The Third Coach,"
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a atory of gecondesight, tolls of a ¢riminal whose partner
ig golsg to bYlackmall him, 1Ile puts hoey en a ftrain he had
"seen® wreclzed earlior; the traln is aciunlly wrecked and
ghe 13 killed, "Tho Zcho® ajtaris off with the phantom yeow
enactlon of an old purder, and the rest of the story 1s

on detectlive fiction linen,

Only slightly superior %o thess 1ag "A Peg On Which to
Hang," in which a hotosl robm la hauntod by the ghosts of
8 guilclds andl the pog on which he hanged himself, More
gsubble 13 ")r Dargons Unknovwn," which concerns the revonge
ghoat of a . dog aent by 1is grpsy masbor fo kill the man
who delliboraiely ran over it, Thlg story has an erxcellent
developmant and i3 10ld to a prospeciive enployer by the
mrderad mants valet,

Ons wondara 17 "o Cometh and He Passeth By" was in-
fluenced by "Casting The Runes," An evil man of grentd
power guggesting Oscar Wilde 1a able to sand some sort of
fiond oy familiar %o k11l his enemlies by drawing a corialn
aymbtol snd placing 1% %o tholr forcheada, Mo 13 finally
caught 4n his own net by the frlisnd of a man vwhom he had
k1lled. "And Ha Shall Sing" 13 alao bettor than average,
Bvory time the supposed authorts name 1s put %o a volume
of poeﬁs, 1% 13 effacod and another substltuted, Ve later
learn that the supposed author had mrdered the roal author
g0 as %o geﬁIShe glory for himself,

Anothar deefield collootlion, Others ¥ho Returned,

“also contains several flne storlea, some of which are of the
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riddle types It ls esay to say too llttle in this type

of story, but thoao of r, Vakefleld, thouzh unoxzlnined
or even sceomingly unfiniahed, ere yeb alwaya eatisfactory.
In "Look Up Yhorel” tho narrator, now Ainsano, was & gusss
at a Now Year's Bve party. o ous had spont Few Year's

ive in thet particular house for ovsr three hundred years
becguse of 8 suppossdly horribvle haunting on thet date,

Yo aro neover Ltold vhat he saw, bui we lnfer from what L1t
did to him {(and %he others present) that it was quiie
dreadful, Anoihsr gtory for vhich no explanation is offeved
iz "Tha Calrn,” the familiar story of two bold young men
who are warned to stay away from a sertain locallisy, OfF
aourse they dlaregard the warnings and neither ia over seen
alive again.

S$411 betber, and perhaps the beat story in this ook,
ia "Blind lan's Buff " A man £inds himgelf in o strange
houge in total darknoss, Feo is unable to £ind the door op
to get any 1ligh%, and in the darkness he hears vague noigss
and feels trailing fingera vrush his faces This is ag fine -
a story of mounking panic as I have ever read,

- A Colnoidenad at Hunton” tells of a mn vwho drowned
an avarbeariné awaathzart In a pond, He luter skates on
thias pond and ie dragged under, and wvhen they £ind hina
skoletonts arms are frmly claspsd around his neck, In
Miursets Tale" A nurse tolls hor small charge of a boy she
nurged yeavra before, TIn centuries paat his fanmily wns curgsed

by & witoh, and on visiting the place where she was burng



184

the ohild went into convulalions, When they get him home
the marks of burns appsar on hls body,

leas outatanding is "The Dune,” a rather weak story of
a man who sees another man drown himself, only to find that
the drowning actually ovoourred fiftesn years earller and
has besn seen by many people aince. "Present at the End"
tells of 8 man who 1a haunted by the ghoats of a bird and
a rabbit thet he shot, When he contributes to the S.P,C.A.
they stop heunting him, Isast satisfaotory of all %s "The
Laat to Leave,” in which a& bullding is condemned, An old
men is working there late at night when the btuilding starts
to oollapse, but two friendly apirite conduct him out in
" safebty,

"Inrehearsed" ig more ambitious; an unsorupulous actor
ateals another's play and rewrites 1t es his own, The poor
playwright oute his throat in the aotor's dresaing room and
that night, when the actor 18 aupposed to be saved juat in
time from the gallows, the lights go out and he is found
hanged, In "Supprise Item" we have the interruption of a
radio program by a voloe telling how the man he killed won't
let him leave the room to got food, It 4is weird in the oxe
treme and very well told, .

One of Wakefield's beat 1a very aptly named "0ld Man's
Beard,” A partiuularly‘repulaive revenge ghost appears
not to his nephew (who murdered him for his money) but to
the nephew's flanocee, He has a nesty habit of oaressing her

faco with his long gray beard, end the only solution is for
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~ the nephew to commit sulcide. One wonders if the gentral

1dea was suggested by Henry James' "Sir Edmund Orme."

Four more storles in this book are not ghoat storles,
Wakofield has at least three more sollections of ghost

stories, but the only one I could find 1s The Clook Strikes

Iwelve, which falls far short of the two previously discussed,
There is mich similarity betwean several of the astories, and
soms of them are not ghoat storles at all,

~-Ag & yule the rather short ghost story is Wakefileld's
forte, but two of the stories here suffer from excess brevity,
One of theae, "A Pishing Story," 1as otherwise excellent:
two Epgllishmen go to Ireland and whils fishing 1in a deep pool
where a bridge once stood, one ia pulled into the water and
narrowly eaoaﬁas dArowning, They later loarn that a fanatical
Irish patriof who hated the English was drowned there when
the btridge collepsed, Tye other atory, "Into bucer Darknesa,"
mist be ranked as & failure, Two friends eit up at night
ina hauhhed house, and one of them experiences in a aort
of trance a horrible desth thattook place there years before,
His friend is unable to wake him from the trance,

“Iugrediant X" 48 the pedestrian story of a man who

~ rents a room only to hear o0dd noises and have strange dreams,
After many disturbances he learns that a former occupant had
out his throat, Another story that fails to impress the
reader 13 "The Firast Sheaf," ir which the marrator explains
how he loat his arm, The natives of the district in which
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he lived as a boy practiced human sacrifice during a drought,
¥hen he investigates the ancient altar, something bltes him,
cauaing blood polsoninge=it was a ohlld's tooth, |

Two more stories almost totally devold of distinction
are "Masrur," in which & man is haunted by a ghosat oat,
and "In Collaboration,” where the ghost might be explained
as a sort of perseontion complex, Only aslightly better ia
"Death o:‘a Poacher," a werewolf story. A man shoots a
hyena in Afrlca, and the wraith of a huge Negro leaves the
animal, The man 1s then haunted by the were~hyenaj and
when his friends shoot a hyena on his eatate in England,
of ooufae.it is the man who 1s found dead,
| - This bringa us to the four outstending stories in the
ocolleotion, none of which, however, show Wakefleld at hls
best, "The Alley," & potentially fine atory, 1a too inde~
finite; the ghost 1s hlnted at but never drawn clearly enough
to be revognized as such, A man retires to the ocountyry and
reatores an old house rumored to be haunted, All the manie
featations ere so vague that the reader is totally unprepared
{and therefore asceptical) when two of the guests meet violent
deaths, ”Luckj'a Grove" suffers from exaotly the same faulta,
Wakefield, in attempting to suggest rather than state, has
not suggested enoughe A Christmas tree is cut from a forw
bidden grove formerly sacred to Loki, thereby setting off a
chain of events resulting in several deaths and a fire,

"Jay Walkera"™ is not quite so vague, but the ghosto,

while responsible for several traffic fatalities, are so
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lacking in those qualities whioch inapire terror that the
atory falls somewhat flat, On the anniversary of thelr
death two lovers return %o stroll along thelr favorite path,
now & main highway, with disagtrcus results to drivers who
see them, Much better 1s "Used Car" in which a man buys a
car that was the socene of a doudble murder, Passengera 1n
1t are likely to find, espeoially after dark, that they eze
perience a choking genaation, hesar a gun fired, and see
“peoullar reddish stains on the upholstery,

Mr, Wakefilold has a facile invention and a great deal
of originality. but he laoks the abllity to use thess to
the gréatéat advantage, One has only to compare him to

‘FPe By Crawford or ¥, R, James to ses his shortoonings,

| HUGH WALPOLE
| 31r Hugh‘Walpole 15 the author of some very fine ghoat
aboriea~which‘have appeared in variuua oolleotiona of the
author*a ghort atorles and aleo in some anthologies. ~There
is a need for a oolleotaﬂ edltlon of hia ghost gtories; as“
1tzis, thare were aaveral which I could not find;f
| The Thirbeen Travellera includes two ghoat storiea,
neither of which shows the author at hls best, In *Lizzie
Hand“ a woman is visited by the spirit of the firat wife of |
the ﬁan ahe is about‘to marry, and 1ls warned to give him
up a8 tha marriage would be a failure. In “ﬁra. Fcrter and
Mias Allen" an 0ld lady is pursued by the ghoat of her urutm.lg
domineering husband who finally drives her to the grave, y,

canno§ bear to see her enjoying life,
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"The Séow“ is a rather oonventional story about a woman.
who often quarrels with her husband, She 1s warned by the
ghost of his firat wife that 1f ahe keeps on hurting him
she will bs sorry. She disregards this, and then begina %o
soe the ghost, hitherto invisible, After another ignored
warning shé 1s chaged out into the snow, where she is lator
found, strangled, A much more original story ia "The Tarn,"
in which en evil child drowns a friend in an 1isolated tarn,.
He 1a haunted that night by the waters of .the tarn which
seom to rise in his rbom. He is found the next morning
apparently drowned in the wgter from his washbowl,

¥alpole's moat orthodox ghost atory, one of superb
atmosphere, is "Mrs, Lunt," A writer is invited by an
admirer (a total stranger) to spend a holiday with him in
a lonely old house, Once thsre he cannot shake off a sense
of dread and forebodling, Then hils privacy is interrupted
several times by an evil~looking old woman, who is finally
discovered to be the wife of his hosat, who had murﬂéred her,
She iz now heunting him in revenge and finally succeeds
in aeéring him 4o death, |

| "farnhelm” is the authort's masterplesce and ia perhaps
the most original werewolf story in the 1anguége. At any
rate, 1% is the best story on this theme that I have ever
read, A lonely little boy ia asent to vialt two bachelor
greateuncles in a marvaelounsly gloomy dld house, One of the
unoles shows the child a strange cap vhich he calls his |

"tarnhelm,” and says 1t oan enable him to change his roém.
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The child beging to be vigltod by a horrible brutish dog
whioch anarla and alavers at him, and he also notices his
other uncle goems to be under a growing atrain, Finally,
after terrific suspense, the younger uncle shoots the
malevolent beast, and of course 1t 1s hias elder brothor

who 18 found dead,

H. G. WELLS
H, G; Wolla often appears in anthologles of the supere
natural, yek : oan f£ind no bona fide ghost storles in his
ﬁoék.z His stories of the supernatural suffer as a whole
baoahsa their author is more interested in trying to be

clever than in writing a good ghoat story, Included in

The Short Storles of H. G. %ells are four atorles in which a
person fa projested into other worlds overhanglng ouyr own,
Théaa are "The Door in the ¥all," "The Remarkable Case of
Davidson's Eyes," "The Plattner Story," and "The Crystal
Eggs” haus of whioh féll within the scops of this paper,
‘95113 has twc4atoriea of pcsaeesion. In "The Story of
the Late Mr. Elvesham" an old wizard changes bodles with a
young man. Thus the wizard oan go on living for years with
renewed vigor, vhile hls wretiched vie%tim suddenly findsk
nimself the unwilling possessor of old age and all 1s
infirmities, "The Stolen Body" is a more original story of
8 mah who 1nvitea disaster by deliberahelyvtrying t0 pro=
ject his astral self acroas town to a friend similarly
interested in psychlo phenomena, He succeods but finds

when he returns $o his body that 1t 1s now inhabited by an
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ovil apirit, The spirit csuses the body to commit sevaral
criﬁas'befora 1%s true ownay regains possession,

The Red Room” 1s a very frustrating story which would
_ be superd 1f 1¢ pnly contalned a real ghost, A man apends
a night ina fepufédly haunted yoom and the author's dege
eription of hils mounting panlo as first one and then all the
candlea go out is very fine, But no ghost ever appears,
More sucoesaful is "The moth,“ which treats of rivalry bee
tween ﬁwo'experts on motha, Ope dles and the othor 1a-bheﬁ
hanntad\by & new spocles of moth which he cannot catoh,
and which others oannot see, He finally goes 1ngane and we
are never old 1f the moth feally existed or not.

"The Inexperienced Ghost" has a fine climax, but
muat be oonaidered a fallure because of laok of artistio
‘harmony., T,e story opens with a man relating how he holpsd
a frightgna& ghoat go baok vhore it came from; the atyle
18 like that of Jerome K, Jerome and John K, B&hge and 1s
intended to be humorous, Bub when the narrator shows the

motiora the ghoast made in order to returﬁ, he drops dead,



THE GHOST STORY
N
AVTRICA



. AYBHOSE BIERCE
' One of the greatest names in the history of the

Ameriaan ghost story is that of Ambrose Blerce. ¥hile
" his stories often contain more of horror than of terror,
they are a valuable contribution to welrd lilterature=
 a eontribuﬁion all Bilerce's ownj moreover, for his own.
pgrtiuul&r'bwand'of grim, sardonic hugor saems to have.
originated~with‘h1maalf and no one haa matched 1% ainée.
In apeaking of Bieroe, Frederic Taber Cooper aays, ﬁiﬁ,
ia 1nfhia,supernatural stories that Mr, Bleroce ahora even

'ﬁore'foﬁdafﬁlly'ﬁia wizardry-offword and phrase, his almost
~ magnetfe power to make the abaurd. the grotesque, the

'1mpoaaﬁbla, earry -an’ overwhalming couviatian."l |

“Blerce apecial&zes in the extra-ahovﬁ ghost atory;

many»or~h£s atories give the impreaaion’of'being'brlaf
5 piedaa of reporting for a newapaper, Thils very brevity-
1s aometimes & fault, but more often thethult is found
~ in incongruous attempts at humor, I do not refer hers to

:Eieroe’a 1ronioally gruéaome playfulness as evidenced by
,theraﬁbtitlos to "The Damned Thing." but to frequent:aﬁtempts
at wit which add nothing and detract much. Most of Blerce's
: ghost‘gtériaa appear in _gg_:;i_ Sush Tnings Be? |

1 prederic Taber Cooper, Some American Story Tellers,
Pe 350,
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Unwonted levity spolla two potentlally fine atoriea,

"Secret of Macarger's Gulch,® and "A Jug of Syrup,” In
tho former story a man gpenda a night 4in a deoserted cabin
and dreama he sees %he previcus ownera, He wakes in the
night to hear an old murder spectrally re=snacted and later
learns a skeleton was found under the floor. In "A Jug of
Syrup” the jug 1s bought by a man who forgot that the
storekesper had been dead foyr over a month, The story
spreads and crowds gather outsids the store, but when any=
one attempts to entexr, he 1is plunged into darkness,

~ "The Night-Doing's at Deadman's" is an absurd and
uonfusing-jumble. A orazy magiig; ghost of 8 Chinese oarthe
bound by keeping his plgtail, Death peraonified gives 1t to
the Chinese and kills tho madman. Sentlmontal and none too
.. auccesaful is "A Baby Tramp," A small ohild's perents dle
andvhe 1a taken'oﬁt west by relatives, Hﬁs mothertsa ghost
18 seen in the dla graveyard, calling her child, and the
baby inds 1ts ﬁay baack across the occuntry to die on her grave,

Bleroe hag two stories of sgsecond sight, one of which,

"4 Wireless Heasage," 1s excellent, One night a man staylng
in ¥New York sees an lmage of hia wife and chlld hovering in
the air over his head and surrounded by a red glow, He
learns that they were killed in a fire in Cnloago at
approximately that time. "One of Twins" 13 less sucoessful,
A man walking’on tho streot thinks he hears his brother ory
out, He réoas to hlas brotherts lodglngs, only to find him

on hila death bsd,
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Blerage la nothing if not versatile; hoe has tried his
hand at almost every type of ghost story. "Moxon's Heater"
1a on the Prankenstein theme? Moxoh creatos some sort of
monater wvhich promptly atranglea him, "An Inhabitant of
Carocsa® reminds tho reader of some of Poe's work, A
startling tale is gradually unfolded and we f£inally learn
that 1t i3 being told %o a madium by a ghost,

"Staley Fleming's Halluoination" 13 better than the
average extra=short ghost atory, It is suggested that
Floming ¥1lled another man, who had a pet dog. The dog
refused to eat and died on 1%ta master's grave, The mrdsrer
13 thon haunted by the ghost of his victim's dog, which
finally bit hils shroat, Less outstanding 1s "A Tough *
Tussle,® a riddle atory. During. the Civil War an offilcer
13 driven inaane by tho proximlity of a oorpse, and haoke at
it with hils sword., He 1ls found the next morning all hacked
up himalfeeby whom?

in_”Beybnﬂ the ¥all" a man establishes a aignal with
the‘glil neit door by tapping on the wall, She dies, and.
he begins to hear ths tappling againi the third time he hears
it he dles. - Even botter is "John Bartine's Watch,” one of
Bierce'!s best storles, Bartine has a watch that bselonged
to a Revolutionary anceator who had been hanged, For some
reason he has a violent fear of looking at the watch around,
eleven at night, One night he 1a triloked into dolng so,

and dies with the mark of a rope around his neck,
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f'The Stranger” possesses a gonulnely eerie atmosphere,
Some campers In a desolate raglon out west are surprised
when a vigitor jJoing thoelr campfire circle, They are even
more surprised wher he tells how ha and three comrades
conmi $ted suloide to keep from belng captured by Indianse.
fAn Arrest™ is among the finest extraw-short ghost stories
evey written, A man hits his jaller in escaping from prison
and flees, Some dlatance away he 18 stopped by the jaller,
Feeling resiastance 1s futile, he accompanies his silent
captor back to Jall, only to find the corpse of the jaller
who had dled from the blow,

Yot ao successful are two more extra-shori storiea, M"A.
Cold Greeting® and "Present at a Henging." In the latter a
peddlerts ghoat appears beslde a bridgs to call attentlon
to the sulofide of hils murderer, vho had hanged himself from
a beam of the bridge ovor his victim'a grave. In "A Cold
Greeting" the ghost 1g tho resvlt of a paot made between
two friends enéz the first to die would appear to the other,
A man seea his friend on the street, but the friend won't
stops the man later lears thet the friend had dled shortly
before he saw him,

- Bferca has an orthodox but excellent little ghost atory
in "The Other Lodgers." A man looking for a place to sleep
in a Southern town i1s directed to a hotel, Ho wakes in the.
night to find the floor of hls room covered with corpses.
Next morning he learns that the hotsl is now vacant, but

had been used for a hospital during the Civil War, "The
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Thing at Nolan" 1s a very original story, A man 13 suapeoted
of murdearing hia father, but a body cannot bs found, Sinoce
the father was gseen by hla cousin elght mlles away at the time
the murder supposedly took place, the son goes free, MNuch
later the body 13 dlscovered, |

‘"The Isle of Plnes™ 1a something of a riddle story,
A man returning from a long trlp 1s forced by a storm to
gpend. the nlght with a neighbor, Vhen he reaches home, he
~learng that hls hoast had besen dead a month, Thaﬁ nizght he
raturna to invesatigate with two friends, but their candle
zoes out, and vhen they relight 1t one of them 18 found
dead, "A Prulsless Aasignment" 41s another riddle story,
too much so, and mast be classed as a fallure. A reporter
19 asalgned to aspend the night in a haunted house, He sees
a whole troupe of ghosts, but for some unoxplained reason
tells his edltor he saw nothing,

Blarce was fond of the riddle story in general and the
story of a mystearious disappearance in particular, The
following five atorles, all of unexplained disappesarances,
are among Bleorce's fineat efforts, Perhapa the best known
of tho five ia "The Spcok House," a tale of pure horror,

A femily of seven vanish from a house, taking nothing with
them, Years later two men sealt gshelter there from a storm
and open a door into a room full of corpses, One of the

men faints, and vhen he comes to in a hospital, six weeks hwe
elapsed during which his frioend has baeen shut in the room.

He can never find the door to the room again, and everyone

bellevea him insane,
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- In "At 014 Man Eckert!'s®™ Eckert dlsappears, and three
mon plan %o aspend a night in his house, One of them arrives
late and goes into an inner room without apeaking to the
other btwo, "When they follow him, he too hiaa vanlghed,
Charles Ashmore's Trall" %s. a story of a boy vho went for
water and never returned, His footprints stop short in the
middle of a field, and for months hls famlly hear his voloe
in that vieinity, gradually growing fainter,

In the next two storles, both extra~ghort, the disap=
pearanoss take place beforse witnesses, %An Unfinishsd Race"
talls of a man vho bet he could vun a saertain dlstance,
Thyee friends who accompany him see him stumble and wvaniash
before he hits the ground, In "The Diffioulsy of Crossing
A Fl1eld" a man 1s aeen to vanish in the middle of an open
field, bhefore hls wife, children, and two neighbors, %o
explanation 1s ever offered, |

- Yo oomse now %o Blerca'a three beat-known storles, two
oflwhioh have bezoms claaslos through frequsnt appearances
in the anthologles, "A Vine On A House" 4s a strikingly
olever atory of a most orizinal gupernatural manifestation,
Two visitora to a deserted house are amazed whoen & vine
ghading the porch trembles violently, although there 1is
no wind, They dlg it up and find the roots from the perfect
outline of a body, only lacking one foo%, The former ownerts
wife lacked a foot., |

Although 1t 1a somoewhat awkwardly developed, "The l1ddle

Toe of the Right Foot" has definite power, A man 1s tricked



198

into a duel which, acocording to the cuatom of the locale,
| will take place in a dark room. However, he was recognized
| ‘as a local man who fled after mnrdaring his family, and he
| in lured bauk to his former home. There, inatead of
dualing, they look him 1neo & yvoom where he 1sa found daaﬂ
the- nexe day. Facing him are footprints, one lacking a
tos--hls wife 1aoked that ‘8ame toa,

| Hora sklllfully uontrivad ia "The Damned Thing.“l
}:;whiah 1a Biaroe'a masterpieoa, all thiuga oonsiderad.

 :It is gradually revealed at an inquest that a murdered man
‘}had recenhly haen haunted by an inviaible entity which
loruahed grain to the ground and blotted.out stars from
viaW. Tha man wag finally unablo ho bear it any longer,
| and fired at hha—thing, which 1n turn manpled hlm to death,
~ Blercets ghouliah humor 1is perhaps beat 111uatrated in

the subtitles to thie story. N | |

He alaa haa a rather indifferant werewolf story.

"The Eyes of the Panther,® included in In The Midat of Life.
A pregnant woman is so'fmghcénea by a panther that she
goes inaane.l Her haby giﬁl 15 hofn‘a faw months later,

The girl now grawn, glvea this as a reason for not marrying
& man, but he disoovers a bahter one~-ahe cen assume the

shaps of a panther‘harsalf.

| RALPH ADANS CRAN
" Ralph Adams Cram 13 a dlatinguished ghoat-atory writer
"4n addition t0 being a distinguished architesct. He makes
up in quallty what he lacks in quantity, for Black Spirlts
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and White containa only alx storles, one of which is not a
ghgsh story.
| "The Doad Valley™ 1s also not a ghost atory in the
atricteat sonsae, but doos have some supernatural olements,
B Two ohildren loae theiyr way and oome uponh a wolrd valley
| wharé hothing gfowa. They hear a frightful and unearthly
»cry, and a mist begins %o form, They esoape just in tlme
to prevent being loat 1in thls mist, but the dog with them
ia faund to be dead, When they get homa, the younger brothe
'oannot romember the oxperiencae; ao the elder brother goos
backe Vhon he finds tho valley again he 1s almoat killed
by a horror of the place and the panic it arouses,
The other four atoriea sll possess genulne ghosts

with the exceptloh of "No. 252 Rue M. Le Prince,” which 19
perhaps the moat original of all, The new ownor of an old
houase has some friends to apend a‘night there with him, and
one of these wakes in the nizht to find eyes regafding him
in the dark, He thon feols a slimy Jjelly-like mass fall
on him whioch proaeeds to drain hie life, like a sort of
vampire, e 1a rescuad juat in time, aﬁd the walls of .the
room are found dripping with some sort'of alime. This is
an ezoepvlonaiiy woll=told stofy with very effeotive deaw
oripﬁions-

 Cram occasionally geta oarried away by description,
however, and his settings for the next two stories are pere
hapa a’trifla too long. "Sister laddelina™ is the time=

honored story of a spirit unable to reat becsuse 1t 1ls not
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buried’in consecrated ground, The spirit 1s that of s nun
who was walled up allve because of a love affair; to?whidh
mbst of the story 1s devoted, The ghosts in "The White
Villa“‘are invislible, but quite audlble, and they periodie-
cally state a vlolent murder of Jealousy that occurred
years before. It is a very good story, the only flaw being
an over-lengthy introduction,

The last story does not suffer from t his detalled
description, and is really very diabolical, with a horrible
surprise endings In "In Kropfsberg.xeep“ two young msn
apend 8 night in a reputedly haunted castle, where one of
them sees tha ghosts of phantom dancers and thelr murderers
This last was a wicked nobleman who lockad his guests in the
ballroom and burned them to death, then hanged himself,

The spectres are described with much empressemaent and the

story is one of Cram!s best,

Fs» MARTION CRAWFORD

Py Marion Crawford 1s the author of two really excellent
stories, "Tho Upper Barth" and "The Screaming Siull," both
of which are favorltes with the anthologists, These with
five others were collected in the volume called Wandaring
Ghosté,_yﬂf the other five, four are second-rate, and onas,
"py Waters of Paradise," 1s not a ghost story at all. |

"The Dead Smile"™ is as lurld as auy Gothle novel at

vits worsts, A malevolent old man who 1s aboat to die scees
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his son planning to marry, but refuses to tell him that he
i3 algso the father of the intended bride. Tye supernatural
element 1a provided by the woman the old man betrayed tvho
comes from the grave as a banshee to olaim his soul, All
in all the atory leaves mich to be desired,

ot go lurid, btut sickeningly sentimental 1s "The
Doll'a Gyo0s%," in which an old man who repaira broken dolls
for a Ziving geas In a doll he mends s fanciled likenoas
to hia deughter, When the daughter goss to deliver the doll,
ghe 18 hurt and the doll crushed to blts, but the doll comes
to take the frantic father %o his daughter?s side,

Only alightly better 1s "For The Blood is the Life,"
a vampire story lald in Crawford'sg beloved italy. Two
men goe & grave wlth a figure 1ying on 1lte=the fizure vanishes
a8 they come closer; so one of tho men tells the other the
looal legend concerning 1t., It seems that a girl was
murdered nnd buried there in an attempt %o prevent her
beloved's inheritance from being stolen, After death, in
the form of a vampire, she draws thls youth to her and
nlghtly}drains his blooa untll the looal prlest puts her
to rest for ever, The flavw in the story is that no reason
is offered as %o vhy the girl becomes a wvampire,

Much better than any of these is "Man Overboard,”
wﬁieh but for its 1ength night be a really first-rate tale,
An old retired sailor tells his orony about %wo men they once
shipped with, who were twins and loved the same girl., The

refused one let the choasen one bé washed overboayrd in a
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storm and then pretended to be the ons who was drowned.
Howevor, the drowned twin comss back on board to whistle
hls favorite tune and also to leave his pipe lying arqund
in prominent pleces, Not content with this he comes to
his brotherts wedding and forces him to walk Into the sofwe
the body 1s found tightly claapsed by & skeleton in oilakins,
"This atory is very similar in the manner of telling to
Crawford!s mastorplece, "The Screaming Skull.,” Both are
tales of wonder. told by an old seaman fo a frlepnd, and the
narratorts evident reluctance to oredlt tho supernatural
adds materially to the story. The—skull-nemeterialletio
the—atanyy The skull referred to in the title is that of a
woman who wag murdered by her husband, She seoks revenge
by biting her husband's throat and ln harassing the narrator,
who innocently supggoested the method used by the murderer,
The atmosphere 13 very well drawn and the detalls that
gradually build up as proof of a supernatural agenoy are
handled with admirable restraint,

Perhaps oven batter knowb through frequent appearances
invanthalogiaa i3 "The Upper Berth.," This i1s a spine=tinglhg
story of a ship haunted by the ghost of a sulcide who compels
people oocupying the haunted stateroom to follow hls example,
The narrator shows much courage Iin grappling with the
seaweedwdraped vevenant who has sent three people to a
watery grave, A porthele which cannot be maude to romailn
clogsed 8dds to the air of the unexpllcable, The only svlution

gooms to be Lo seal the door of the oabin and forget its exlatence,
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AUGUST DERLETH

Forhaps the most prominent name in the modern Ameriocan
ghoat story is that of August W, Derleth, Lovers of woird
literature ows Derleth a great deal, for he has not only
given us three collections of his own ghost stories, but
hag alsao been reaponsible for the collecting, editing: and
reprinting of many more, often ones long out of print and
‘ctherwiaa practically unobtalnable, Among those whose
stories he has reprinted avre H, R, ¥akefleld, Cynthia Asqulth,
H. P, Lovecraft, and Sheridan Le Fanu,

Derleth's work is very uneven in quality, ranging from
mere puléwmagazine level to excellent stories possessing
real spirituasl terror., He specializes in the brief ghost
story; the reader often wighes he were asupplied wlth more
detail, but occasionally thoe result is a little jewel,
rolished and precise, with no superfluities. UTerleth's
worat fault 1s that he 1s too imitative; hia storiss show
plainly that he has read other writers in the fleld., 7The
reader feels that Derleth could equal i1f not surpass some
of the authora he consciously or uncqneciously‘imitataa if
he would only rely on his own ablility,

Derleth's firat collection, Someone in the Dark,

contains several firsterate storiea, Among these is "Three
Gentlemen in Black," in which a young nan polsons hils uncle,
Years before, his father had drowned two of his uncles, and

now their ghoats haunt thely old home, after driving their
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murderor to sulcide, The young man movea into thlas same
house, at firat not realizing its conneotion with himaelf;
and i1t ia the gradual return ol memory end subsequent terror
that make the story so fine. The climax is reached vhen

" the uncle he éurdered'joina the two greateuncles his father
murdered, making threa gentlemen ir black,

- "MoGovorn's Obaession" also possesses considerable
distlnctlion, A man mcves Into 2 new house and finds that
he does sutomrtlc writing every time he sets his pen to
rapey, Kis hand is possessed by a woman murdered in that
houae by hey huaband, a doctor, Vhen the dooctor learns
that the man knows his secret, he atiempts to murder him,

- but his wife's spirit,takea possession of the hand apaln
and kills hlm first,

"Bramrellfs Guapdlan® 1: veminiscent of i. R, James!
"A Warning to the Curiovg.” A man finds a Druld ring and
tekos 1t home with him, but finds he is followed by some
gort of monster sent to gﬁard the ring. He lgnores advice
to veturn it, but finally geta so worried that he tries
to glve it away, He 1s found in four large pleces and
several smaller ones, Similar is "Altimerts Amulet,” in
which a man steals a relic from Tibet, outting off a priest's
handa to escape, Back in Fngland he 1s haunted and finally
killed by the cuteoff hands,

Derleth makes frequent use of the plot revelving around

a hnephew haunted by the aunt or uncls he elthsr murders or

wpongs, in some way, "A Gift for Uncle Herman" 4s a horrid
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11ttle tale of an uncle murdered for his money, He was
adept at black magle, however, and turna the tables by taking
posesslion of hils nephew's body, In "Huggridge's Aunt"™ a dysy
woman makea hoer nephow promise to take care of her old servanst,
®hen he breaks his promise, she comes bhack and bresks his

neck by tripping him or the staira.

"Glory Hand" is aimilar to W, W. Jacobs! "The Monkay's
Paw,” A man inherits the property of a wizard, 1nclﬁding
8 mumniified hand, Vhen he makes any evlil wieh, the hand
carrieca it out, but the man refuses to believe 1%, “hen
he decldes to test 1t on himself, he learns, too late, that
he wasg wrcbg.

Derloth maknowledges the influence of iary E. Wilkins
Freeman on the next flve stories, but unfortunately they
all suffer by comparlson with her best oneas, Two of his,
however, possess rsal dlstinction, one being "The Shuttered
Houge," A man and his slater rent an old house and ghortly
tegin to ses various phenomena and to have diasturtling dreams,
The sister, the rore impreaionable of the two, 1ls ultimately
possssased by the spirii of a former owner of the house who
went insane, -

YThe Sheraton Mirror," one of Derleth's best storles,
has a revenge ghust, Aunt Hattle, now dead, hated hor nleces
and nephew but leaves them her home on the condiltion they
live thers, In the room In which she hanged herself thers
18 a Sheraton mirror in which the nleses begin %o see a

vague form., Thelr brother, who has a weak heart, walks
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into the room one day, and the blur in the mirror suddenly
beoomes his hated aunt, Whon the apporition svings around
to face him, the shock is 4oo much for bls hears,

Thoe other throe storles are not as guccegsful, "Tho
¥ind from the River" wvaoguoly suggests “The Shadows on the
¥all,” A woman is loved by her stepenephev and drowns him
to get rid of him, He veturns, leaving a trall of water
and, the smell of the river, and forces heor to vreturn with
him to a watery grave. In "The Panellod Room," a atory with
fine but unrealized possibilitles, the ghosts are of socondary
interest and the plot 1s very involved, "The Telephone in the
W,Library" tella of a man murdered by hias sister, Hig ghoat ..
annoya hsyr by calling her several timea on the phone before
k11ling her, Four more stories in the book are not ghost
gtorles,

- Terleth's second collection, Something Meay, contains

twenty~one tales, sight of which are not ghost atories,
paoific 421" 4s a rather original story of a man who usea
a ghost trein to acare hls gtepfather to degth. The ﬁur-
derer, however, doeas not get bff unpunisheﬂ; Retribution
alao ooours in "A Thin Gentleman ¥With Gloves," A lawyer
who handled & sorcerer's catate appropriates some of the
funda, He 1a then followed about by the sorcererts familier,
who aeventually catches him with fatal results,

Derieth 42 fond of the poassession motif, "A Vig for
¥igg Devere" tells of a movie star who wears a wig formerly

belonging to an Aztes prisst, BShe finds heraolf possessed
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by hls apirit, which causes hor to kill several peopls,
Another story of poasession, but not quite so lurid, is
"Headlines for Tod Shayne." Anothsr movie abtar occuplies
& house formerly owned by a murderer, and the murderer's
apirit takes posgsession of the actor and mekes him murder
several times, Both thoze stories seem uninaspired, as does
"The Inverness Caps,” The cape causes 1ts wearer to commit
murder; 1f he feels remorase afterwards, it chokes him,
fiot much better 1s "lady Xacbeth of Pimley Squaro,"

an unconvinecing story of poseession, An amateur actress
playa the part of Lady Waohboth and 13 then possessed hy
that lady's spirit, "Iensing's Luxury" %ells of a ruthless
man who dispossessea a gorcerer, and In return the welrd
old manh couzes his death, A story with unreslized poten=
tiality .but yet posseacsed of an authentic note of terror is
"Ho Light for Uncle Henry." Henry is killed by his brother
Herbert for his money, and thercafter, whonever a light is
brought intc Uncle Henry's room, his phantom can materlalizae.
in the forw of a shadow, Conssquently, Uncle Horbsrt hoeops
the room dark until one nizht he 1z tricked into goinz in
there while intoxionted, and Uncle Henry talzes khis revonge.

| This brings us to the five outstanding storles in the
collectiony two of these are minor maaterplieces, one 1a an
excellent vampire story, and the other two aro perhaps a
1ittle too brutal for true perfection, These last two,
"Garousel” and "The Metronome," are fine horror stories, but

they lack the spiritual note necesaary for a good ghost atory,
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~In the former story a 1little zirl is abused by a sadistle
stepmother, The child apends as rmch time as poacidlo in
an abandoned amugerment parlk, where she makea friends with
ﬁha ghost of the YNegro vho used to run the merryego=round,
Vhen the stepmother gocs thers after the child, her "friend"
k11ls the stepmother, *Tho Metronome" helohzed to & woung
boy murdered by his steprother. She hears the hidden metroe-
nome ticking but cannot find 16, Just as she in on the verge
of s breakdown, the child's ghoat saves her fron 1t bty putting
her out of pain permanently,.

"The Satin YNask" bears a vampirish curse; all those
who look through 1% have horridble visions énd graﬁﬁally
loge thelyr vitallty. It was presented to a lovely zirl
who dlisre;arded 1ts legend and wore it, and died ag a reault,
How her nlece 1g aboui %o follow in her footsteps, Iven
better ia "An Elegy for ¥r, Danielson,"” one of Dorleth's most
original stories, Aniéntiquavy cheats a rival out of some~
thing, and the rival dles, ILater, Hr, Danielson dies and
hia rival’s ghost brings Danlelson's aisters a rieco of
music to play at the funeral, I¢ Is actuaslly an anclent
magic chant feoy ralsing the dead; and when the slstera try.
1% on the plano, the rival is able %o make Danielson's
ghost return his stolen property,

Best of all 1s "Hero, Daemosl" which might easily
have coms from the pen of ¥, K, James, A new and ambltlous
vicar hears a lozgond of treasuvre burled In a tomb in hils

church, 014 members of the parish warn hlm not %o meddle



209

with a wizardts tomb, and the inscription itself warns
egainst opening or roving it, Disregarding thease, the vicapr
haas the %tomb opened and finds some anticue Jewelyry, and also
finds he 18 now pursued by a large and savage black doge . Of
coursea, tho dog 1la the sorcerorts famlllar, and punishes the
viacar for his reshneas by 1illing hinm,

The third collection of Dorleth's ghost atories ig
oalled Mot Longz for this World,. Six of theo gtories in 1t aw

not ghoast atories, and of the remainder, several sulfor
greatly from lack of detall; they are not sufficlently developed,
Among these 1g "Nelllse Tostor,” in which a woman prsvents a
newly created vampire from %k11ling local children. In "The
White Yoth" a man i1s haunted by the vwife he rurdered, Her
ghost, In the form of a moth, leads him into a river. "The
Iilac Bugh" 1s much too brief, Some children see lilacs
picked by an invislble entity at thely grandfatherts old
home and later find them on hils grave, "Just A Song At
Twilight" 48 éncthar alizght story in which 14 13 suggested
that a dying boy 48 a reincarnation of a former ouvcupant

of ths houss, A% any rats, a ghost comes for him after
entertalning the houszs wlth her singing.

Threa more stories must be conaildered falluvres, but
not because of thils exocess brevity, "PBirvkett's Twelfth
Corpse™ 1s an unconvincing story of rivalry between two
men to ses whioch oan £2nd more drowned bodles, The loser
®11la the winner, but his vietlm 3tlll wina bsosuse hilg

ghost brings in the murdererts corpss, In "Mr, Berbeck
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ad A Dream" the ghost of Berbeck's mother compels him and
his vife to countorlfel$ money. Her lsugh is heard in the
courtroom ag thoy veceive seonbtence, "After You, lfr, Hondope
son” concerns an o0ld lady who holdas tho honor of the family
firm so high that she returna from the grave %o foll her
holrat plang Tor aocme quoationable dealinga.

Among several medioccre stories 1g "The Return of
Sarah Purcell," in which o woman'a ghoat forces her slstoer
to find a hidden doll, The slafter finds the doll she hid
and Saraht's ghoat promptly pusheé her down the steps, The
motivation is nover made clear, Another tale which stralns
thoe roader's oredulity is "The séoond Print." A man took
a pleture of hls stepfather (vwho was preparing to k11l him)
and- then 1:1lled him in self-delence, Howover, the plcture
asrvas ag a focal polnt for *he dead man's hatred, and
throﬁgh 1% he can materialize, The aktepson tries to prevent
. thia by destroying thepleture, but forgets he made a second
print, ' |

"uyrs, Elting Doass ler Part™ 1a more bslievable; o man
plana %o avenge hls dead Wrother by scaring the man vho
cheated him., To do thla he hires a medium's aid and ime
personates the brother himself, The brother, however, 1is
quite capable of revenging hlmsgelf without any help. The
- mounting tension in MMra, Lannisfrea* is managed almost to
perfoction, A woman who was murdersd by her husband now
returns to drip salt water and seawsdalall over the houge
until the huaband cracks under tho atraln,

S8t11) better are "Those Vho Sesk" and "The Shadow On
The Sky." In the latter an odd cloud with a noose hanging
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from 4t haunts a man and eventuslly k1lls hinm, Years azo
an ancestor hanged a oriminal, and tho oriminal put a curae
on his line, "Tnose Yho Seok™ 1s & ridile story concerning
two men who apend the nizht 1n an anclont abboy, reputodly
haunted, They Tind ﬁrnées of an 0ld pagan worshlp and ons
of thenm dlasappears 1In *he nighi,

The Drifting Snow" is a well-written vampiro sbory,
alightly asuggestive of Mrs, Gaskell's "The 014 Nurselsas Story."
An 013 lady wi1ll not permlt anyone to look out the windows
on snowy nightas, This 1s beoause her fathex turned out a
gorvant girl in the anow yeara beflore Lo perish in a blizzard,
and the zirl became a vamplre, She trles to lure othora
outgide to ghare hor fate vhenever 1%t snows, and succeecdod
in making hey vlietlm the man responsible for her death,

How, vears labor, sho succee’s in i11ling hils grandach,

In "Bayntoer's Imp" the old thems of the Imp In the
bottle is glven a new twiat, for hore the lmp Corces the man
who leta hinm oubt %o take hla place inside the bottle, He
13 then fonrced %o walbch the inp mary hian own asweetheart and
valge a lavge famlly, "The Loat Day" 1a a atory of astral
projJection,. Hsro a nan ias forsad to steal and rob vhile in
a trance; a}aoraerer had called out hils antral gelf, In
"saunderta Little Frlend" a man diaregards his aunt's
death«bed instructlons, He is then haunted by an imp in
the likeneas of a little olay image in hia auntta room,
When thla image 13 thrown on the fira, the man dburns to

death from wlthin,
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Botter atiorles includs "The God-Tox" and "A'Collector
of Stones,” in which Perloth shows the influence of . I,
James, In the latter story a man intent on malking a atone
walk takes gomo tombatonna from an appurently desoried
graveyard, Theo firat algn of troubls appoars when poople
walking onh theae siones are tripred, but vhen the rightful
owhers talke to materializing along the walk, ths atcnes
are hastlily refturned, "The Cod-Box" 13 on the theme of
"Bramrellts Cuardlan,”™ A man steals an antique box, not
roalizing 1% was used in Druld worshipe He 1s warned %o
raturn 1%, but inatead inslsta on opening 13 when he does,
a denga aroke pours out and ills him, Thsese Ytwo storles
ars among Derloth's beasl worlsy

The next three atorliea are ghodrt and to the polint:
there 19 hardly an unnocessaary vord, "Faigmants Neard"
tella of a man who milstreata several womon, 1ncluding hia
alater and a witch. Hla sister gteals his mirroy and soms
hairs from hls board, and the witeh prepares an unploasant
aurprise for him tho next time ho looks inf*ﬁmirrcr. Tils
alater 21s unableo to reatraln her curiosity snd looks in
the mirror herself; vwhat ahe s2e3 k1lls her too, In Mirs,
Bentley's Daughtor™ a woman new in the town vislts a nolghe
boy and notilces a ¢hild rlaying around a 7oll, It is not
uns1l she raturns home %that she dlacovers the chlld was
. drowned 1in the well over a year hefore, "’11d Grapea™.
aﬁggestn Bloroe's "A Vine On A Touse,” bub far surpassos 1%,

A man gsees a 1ighﬁ rmoving among the grape vinea hs planted
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over his murdered uncleta body. Yhen he goes closer to
investigate, the vino selzes him and atrangles hin,

It Is harder Lo attailn perfactlion by writing little
than by writing much, but in these last threo stories
Derleth nhas achieved just thats They are primo exanmploes of

the extra=shori ghost story,

HARY E, %ILKINS FHEE%&K’

Two of the meatzoutstanding American ghost atories, if
not the very beat,wers writiten Ly Mary ®. ¥Wilkinas Froeeman,
They are "The Southwest Chamber” and "éha Shadows on the
all,” Ié is Hra, Freeman?’s gift for oreating an atmosgheﬁe
of complete reallism that makes her ghéat stories go bellevable,
and therofore all the more te?rifying. Her ghost stories

have been collested in The Yind In the Hose-Bush, and Other

Storiea of the Supernatural.

The two prevliocusly mentloned atories are so fine that
the othey fouy in ﬁhe collection suffer by compariaon,
Certainly iwo of thaéa four, the title story and “Luella |
¥iller," deserve better recognltion, 'The other twovsteries
do not quite come up to the level of these four; "The Loat
Ghost" 4a too sentimental and we cannot but feel that “Thé_
Vacant Lot" was ocarelessly done,

In 7he Vacant Lot" a village ifnnkeeper moves his
family into town, buying a fine house surprieingly cheap,
Shortly after moving they begin to see strange shadows on

the vacant lot next door whioh eventually come into the
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housa, ILoud knooks are heard, mirrors gpllt from side to
glde like the ILady of Shalo%tts, and £inally a group of
rhantoms 1n blaclk draperiles talte poasossion of the houna,
The family is forced %o move, and the weak exvylanatlon
offered iIs that a person by the samo name as the famlly
who previcusly owhed tho house and vacant lo% vas found
dead undeyr susplcious circumsiances yoars ago in the
village inn, '

"Luslla Viller” 1s an intoresting sbtory in which a
woman 13 a gort of vampire, ZLuslla la one of thoge helpless
women vwho have Lo rely on others %o do things for heyr, but.
all who come to live with hor go into a decline and evene
tually die., She seems somchow Lo draln their vitality, and
18 thua rosponsible {inneocently, of course) for the deaths
of a81x people. 0On ths night ahe dioed her apparition waa
gaen by a nolgnbor to_leave'ﬁha hounge escorted ny the ghosts
of all those whom she arparantly dralned of 1ife., This
gupearnatural élimax 1a all %the more effective because 1%
was unprepurad for, yel scemg upon refilectlion to e the
only shitabla oending for the stary.:

An ovon befter ntory fa "The Vind in the Roase=Bush,”
which o, Freeman evidently llked best, placing it firat -
in the book and takling tho tible of the collection from 1t,
A woman goes to got her nlete to come and live with hor,
The niece's mother had beon her sistor; she dled and the
huaband married azain. low he 1s deond and the aunt ia

making a long trip to get her nlece and keep her from
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having %o live with & stepmother, Vipon arrival tho step=
mother tells her the nliece 1g vislting friends, bubt she is
not bored while walting, for marvolous things happen cone
stantly. A rogse-bush by the porch is cortinuously fHosged

to and fro when thove %a no wind, an organ plays by itself,
sometimes In the middle of the night, end rosea ars left

on the visitor's bed, She ls called home before the nlece
returng, and afiteyr much correapondence gots a leotter from

the postmaster anying that her niece died over a veay ago and
the stapmotﬁer hed been accuged of neglect,

It 1s hard to decido vhether "The Southrest Chamber®
or "The Shadows on the Tall" 13 the better stopry~-the formey

| 4 the latter
is perhaps more terrifylng, tLut T belleveAls perhaps more
original.

"The Shadows on lhe ™all" 1g a gubtle story, asnd its
quiet horror is all the pgreater hecause 1% 1a only augiested,
.. Three slaters and & brother meet at the old family home for
another btrotherta Tuneral, The two Lrothera had a violent
guarrel one night; one dled the next day, and it ia hinted
that the other brother, a dogter, polaoned him, At any
rata a ghadow In the shape of o reclining corpse haogs appeared
“on the llbrary wall, The effaect on the sizters and then on
the brother, and then tho siaters! emotlons sa they wabch
the brother are described with consummate aklll, The ghost
obtaing its revengae, however, snd tho death of the remeining
brother 18 heralded by a gocond shadow on the wall,

"fhe Southwest Chambor” is also a fine atudy in character
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and the effect of supernatural phonomena upon various tomperaw
monta, Two alatera lnhorit the horie of a2 greate-aunt =who
hatedl thelr dececased mothay (hor slater) because she folt
that the alstor had mavried bensath heyr, Tor vears tho snlster
and haor daughtors, now middle=-aged old malda, lived In
voverty and walchsd the unrelenting aunt live In agtate, low,
with no money loft, they ave forced to take In roomcre 1T
they want to keop the old mansfion. The fourth boarder 1is

put in the yoom the old aunt dfed in, the southwest ohamber,
In 1t she experiences several gitrange thingg: har clothes
are gewn togethor and othersg aro subaitltuted in the closet

in thelir plasce, Jhe leaves, feayrful for hey sanity, and
anothor boardey asgks for ‘he voom, She in turn voticea

a change of drapag and bed=hanglingzg, but in an hour tho
original ones are bhack In plveé. In bed ghe ia awalioned

by a strangling senaatlion and finds a lacs nightoap tiled
tipghtly under har ohin, She removes 1t sevaral timos, once
even vipping 1% to shyreds, hub shortly after she relaxes, 1t
13 tled on again, and she wearily veiurna to her old room,.
Then the young minister essays to apgnd a night thore, but

18 me% 3 the Acor by an Iinviasidble znd Immovable lorce, and
can never galn access to the reom. Tlnally one of the nleces
deciden to spend a night in ths southweati chambor, '"hen

gho does, ghe 1g dlemayed to find heraelf possesgaed by the
thoughta of the dead aunt, znd finds by consulting the mirras,
thot she even locks l1like her) The ovil aunt triumphs and her

hnted nlecea are forced to leave thelr famlly home,
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HENRY JAMES

Ihe Ghostly Tales of Henry James has one feature which
I particularly liket 1t give his ghost stories in chrono=
logtoal order, thereby onabling the reader to trace for
" himself the development of the author in this fleld, Une
fortunately the trend is away from emphasis on the ghost
to emphasis on the intricacles of nmind and emotions, Some
of those are good storiea,; but they are not good ghost
stories, and some inoluded in this oollection are not ghost
stories at ally Jamos was much more interoated in how a
ghost (or more 0ften the suggestion of one) would affect
the other aharacters in the story than in how his uvase of
the supernatural would affost his readers, %hile unraveling
all this subtle payéholugzoaz analysis the reader is likely
ta'tb»gae the ghost, or at any rate to attach loas impore
tance to it than to other elements, This doem not make
& firaterato ghost story,

Jamea' sarliler ventures into the fleld of the supope
natural are more readable than his later "riddles," His
firat ghost story,"The Romanos of Certain 014 Clothes," 4s
" among his most successful efforts, To be sure, the psychic
olement 18 not introdused unil the last minute in the gupe
prise ending, but 1% ia a very skillfully oontrived ending
and moat effective, The story L1tself fs entertaining,
telling of the rivalry between two sisters for the sanme
man, The one who marries him dles but malkes him promise to
'uava heyr oclothen and jewels for her daughter, He later
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marries the alster and breaks his promlse, with disastrous
results,

"Sir Edmund Orme” 1s a brilllant study of & woman'a
aonscience, A woman threw over a lover yoara ago beoauvse
she found another ghe liked bauﬁer, and the first lovor -
commi tted suleide, Now that her daughter is grown and
sought afger, hia ghoat appears to the woman and also to
prospective suitora, Thia haunting of tha~daugh§er; geon
anly'byahér motheyr and by the man she yeally cares for, ia
a vory originel ides and most effectively ocapried outy
This story 4s one of his beal,

-In "The Ghostly Rental" a student tries to unearth the
mystery surrounding a suprogedly haunted house., An old
man killed hig daughter there, and hor ghost returns fouy
times a year to dole out enough money for him to aeke out a
migerable existenoce, When the old.man falls 111, heo asks
the student to go to the old mansion and colleat for him,
¥hen he doosy, ho finda the "ghost™ 1g flesh and dlood; the
daughter never died dbut has been posing as a ghost to punish
her fathayr, The tablas are gsuddenly turned when she sees
hepr fathepr's phantom appear and £indes later that he passed
away in hlg bed some miles away at that some moment,

-+ "The Third Person” 4s a vedry groat disappointment bew
cause the delightfully welrd setting and grueasome poasibie
1itiens it offers at the start are unfortunately never realiced,
Two highly moral o0ld mald cousins inherit an old family
home and f£ind 1t contailns a ghoat {an anceator) of none=toos
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savory reputation, Had James stuck to a stralght ghost
story inastead of attempting humor, the result might be
much better than 1t 1s,

| - "The Turn of the Sorew™ is unquestionadbly James?
masterplese in thia field, Many oritica would ma=ign 1%

the place of honor, and much has boen wyitten about it from
nearly every possible point of view, The main problem
confronting the reader is to geparate what 1la aoctual faact
and what 1s supposition on the part of the governcas, ‘The
students of psyohology are prone to read all sorte of dlge
agreeable things into 1%, but.-I boelleve that Jamea intended
it to be a ghost atory and nothing more, The mounting sus=
pense and terror are wost skillfﬁlly managed, and James ia
a maagter of subtle suggeation, For once the problem of
leaving too muoh up to the reader to supply 1a nonexlstont
from an artiastic sense, The ghosts of the valet and the
former governess are permeated with evil, and their attempts
%o lure the ohildren to death and pomslbly woree are horribly
auggested in all soris of devices, The characters of the now
governess and the old housskeaper (& standard figure in the
ghost atory) are very finely drawn, and the former possesses
ehough verisimilitude %o he sooused of sexual atarvationl
Perhaps one might venture the opinlon that the story would
be mioh move effective 1f it were hot gquite so long, but all
things conaidered, 4¢ ia Jamea! beat,
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| H, Pe LOVECRAFY
Hawazd_?hillipg Loveoraft 1s one of tho greatost
figuras'iﬁ American weird fiotion, Hisg gonius s unquastioned,
and he has often been compared to Poe, Loveoraft's stories
have had a host of imitatoras, but none manage to infuse the
masterfs note of individuality,

:~Lovéarafﬁ’a waaa9r ig immediataly atruck by an oxe
quisitely beautiful style of writing, vaguely suggestive of
?oa'aad ﬂansany; among othera, and yet distinetly different
from anys This abyla only aserveg %o helghten by contrast
asomo of the. mcat loathsome desoriptions in all literature,
and havein 110 Lovacraft'a ochlef fauls, Inatead of guggente
ing apirituul»tarvor, he munt desoribe physisal horror, and
‘the reader is more oftoh nauseated than terrified, Occa-
aionally the harrora argo carried to such an extreme ﬁhaﬁ
thay are aven funny. A8 Pefer Ponzoldt aays,"A presence
folt, rather than percelved by the senses, ia beyond his.
inventive powars,"e In addition to this, Loveoraft's atories
are often somewhat repetitious, , |
\ & story may belong to weird rieeinn and yet not be a
ghoat utory; thia 13 true of most of Loveoraftts work,
canaaquaﬁtiy,fmgﬁy of his best«known stories are omitted
rramgthia'diaouaaionﬁ I have used ny own judgmont in making
a seleotisn and have excluded those atoriss in whioh psendow
solence ia predominant, In addition to many anthologles,
Loveoraft's work has appeared in three colleotions from

2 peter Ponzoldt, The Supernatural in Flotion, pe 170,
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Arkham House, all unobtainable, and also in the Best Supere

natural Storiss of H, P, Lovecraft, Thore ls also an Avon
pooket=aize edition of Loveoraft, Cry Horror, August Derleth .
has done & blography of Loveoraft cslled H. Pe L., A Memoir,
In The Vault"™ 1a a brutal story of revenge: a thrifty
undertaker cute off a man's feot so that he will rit into
a2 small ocoffin, Later tho undertaker 1g acoidentally shut
into the wault whore this ocoffin i3 atored, Vhen he stands
on the nsoffln %o resth & transom, gomething bites and tears
af hia ankloes savagely. In "Plokmants Modol" an artist
who palnts acenea‘or-riandiah horror invites a friend to .
860 somo nt hia works The friliend accidentally dlscovers
vthat the ghéﬁlinh monaters Plokman dspicted were done from
1ifo, .
. "Ths Rats in the Walls" is perhaps Ioveoraft's bast
known atory, one of anp s=naesgtral horror lurking beneath an
0ld house, A m&n malkos & fortune and restores hias family
hema, He finds his fanily had a terrible name in the
neighborhood, and he also finda a sort of sub-basement where
hils ancastors practiced aome very questionadble arts, He ia
finally posseaged by & sort of cumilative ancestral reversim,
and 1s féund.aaﬁing the body of a neighbor,
|  ,”The Ontsider" is perhsps most suggestive of Poej the
voaébulaﬁy 12 almost identloanl, A man gan remembar nothing.
bafére his life in a great gloomy caatle, and in climbing
the tallest tower he opens the dooy Into another world, He
interrupts & dance and all flee from him in horror, When
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he looks in a mirror, he learns the reascn for thiges
he 13 a corpao, ‘

"The Haunter of the Dark" is a very welledoveloped
tals on thoe familiar thome of the faquisitlive student;
thla one lnvestigates & ghunned church, He finds 1% was
used for worshipping a strange god who hates the light,.
T8 god catablishes a rapport with the atudent, and the
latter feels horribly afraid, but fesls safe because of the
street lignts, During a storm, however, the eleotilolty is
out off, and the horror in the 0ld church is thon able to
cross the darkened town to reach his proy,

My own porsonal.prefersnce la "The Music of Erich
Zanny" one of Lovecraft's maah’aﬁiginal efforta, A man in
an old lodging houge 1z fasoinated by the strange muaioc .
he hearsg f#om the garret, He hecomes friendly with the old
recluge who lives therz zgemingly in great fear of gomothing,
One night.the viaitor looks out the attle window, but inatead
of familiar olty lights he sess only a black void, Horrified,
he rushes out of the house, and when he trles to find 4t
agaln, he ocannot,

The Dunwioh Horror® is another of his bettereknown
talos, strongly asuggestive o2 Arthur Bachen's influence,
An o}d man practlicen soroery, and his aaughtaf mates with
some oreabture from another world, Spye has twing, one human
and the other like 1%s father (invisible), When the human
brother dles, the othor one goes berserk and kills and eats
several famllles,

"The Call of Cthulhu" is also similar to much of

Machen's work in 1ts style of narration, A man makes out
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a cane for the asurvival of some horrible anclent gods by
gomparing stray newspaper items and gimilar accountsg, He
investigatea thesse coincidences and draws the conclusion
that they are all a reaunlt of periodic raovivals of memorles.
of almost forgotteon worship, . |

- "The Thing on the Dooratap”™ 1s a dfsgusting story of
possession, ln which a man unknowingly marrios a witch, Her
power 1s so great thnt she can force him 4o trede todlasg
with harj so he grows frantic and 11ls her, She 4s atill
strong enough after deoath to take posmsession of his body .
and force him o enter hér rotting aorpac,

"The Hound"™ lacks clarity; 1t can only ba:gaid %o be
dscadent, Two men rob a grave in moarch of 4hrills and steal
a Jjade amulet fyom 1t, The grave 1s that of a legendary
ghoui who was killed by & spectranl dog. The frienda bagin
to hear the baying of # hotnd, and one of them 4ia fcund
manglod to death, The other one triea to return the amulet,
but’it 1a stolen, When he dlgs the grave up anyvway, he
sees the amulet tightlv claaped by the deaayed, blooﬁ~
smeared oorpae,

"The Hoon=Bog" oould have been made into & finae orthodox
ghcaﬁ story, but again Loveoraft must ifntroduce some uadeﬁ
fined horror from an anclient ¢ity, which lles under the bog,.
A vialtor to the castle overlooking the bog awakes to sse
1to spectral inhabitants lure his host and the servanta to
akslimy'gravd. |
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* "The Unnameablse™ 1s e short (for Loveoraft) story of
some vague horroy that lurks in an old attic, As two men
alt on a tombstone behind the house discussing this thing's
existence {(one belleves and one does not), it suddenly swoops
down on them and proves 1t,-

In "Thoe Shunned House" a house 1s investigated by & man

- and hig elderly uncle, The house haas an evil reputation
bscause 80 many deaths have ocourred there, The men learn
1t was built over a graveyard, and find in the cellar the
grave of a vampirish entity which kills the unole bafnfe it

can be vanquished,

FITZ~JAMES Of BRIEN

eno of the earliest masters of the ghost story in
Amerios was an Irish 1mmigrant, Fitz=James O0tBrien, whose
untimely death resulted in an undoubte& 1oan to welrd
litaraﬁure. His contamporaries geem to have had libble
or no 1nf1uenaa on him; his work merely shows the great
caltia ability for atory~telling. nia four storles of'tha
auparnatural, fnund in Gollenteﬂ Stories, show mach variety,

O'Brlsn'a Besteknown gstory s or tha riddle type, "What
Was Ik?"v«Thia 18 one of the first inatances of the invisible
haunter in the ahors ghoat atory and has influenced many
later storles, among them maupasaant's famoua "Le Horla,"
An invigible oreature drops onto the bad of a man in a
New York rooming house, He aﬁbduea and binds this oreaturs,

but never succeeds in determining i%s nature, It malkkes a
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dent in the bed and oan be hecard to breathe, but refuses
to eat and so eventually dles,
"The Loat Room™ is another riddle atory, this time

of a atrange dlsappoarance, A man leaves his room and upon
returning to 1t finds 1% oocoupled by several men and women
enjoying a sumptuous fengt, Tho decorations of the room
now suggest the utmost luxury., Vhen the man refuses tc jJoin
the feast, he 13 promptly evicted from the room and, worst
of all, can navar £ind 1¢ again.

- The Pot of Tulips® i3 s more orthodox ghoat story,
A man dlea leaving a hidden fortune, and his heirs cannot
find 1t, His granddaughter's sweethecart sess the old mants
ghost carrying e pot of tullps, #hich leads %o the dlscovery
‘of the zold behind a oarved pot of tulipa on a mantleplece,
Least successful of the four 1s "The Diamond Lane,” an early
attompt at solenos Flot!nn, A man murders another to obtsin
a large diﬁmnnd,vwhich ho makes into & lena, W¥hen he looks
at a drop of wateyr through this lens, he sces a beautiful
woman with whom he falls in love, The drop of water ovenw
tually evaporates and hias loved one with 1t} so his happiness

15 of short duration,

ELIA ¥, PEATTIE |
Elia ¥, Peattie haas an attractive little volume of
ghost stories called The Shape of Fear, All thirteen tales

in 1t are shorter than the usual ghost story, and yet Mrs,

Poattle managea to give us gdeveral very effective onea,
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whioh do not suffer from the lack of groundwork so deay
to most writera of the day,
Her atories have the direct appeal of the primitive

" ghost star&, and one of them, "From the Loom of the Dead,®
is set in Joeland and has the quallty of an anoient aﬁga.
‘Two children are abused by thelr stepmother who gives them
insuffiolent food and clothesa, One night she awakena %o
ses her predecasaor weaving soms strangs cloth :n whioh ahe
wraps the rightened woman in her bed, whenftha,atepmnther
buya the ahildrap warm olotheas and feeds them well, she feels
. ;ths 00ld invisible garment lsave her,
o In "The Shapé of Fear" a man 1s afraid of the dark,

buﬁ we are neveﬁ told why, A friend finds him in the dark
vby ghance, oconfyronted by a white female figure who vanishesn,
and no explanation 1s offered. "Their Dear Little Ghoat”
ralatﬁa how a little girl dles just before Christmas, Her
béothers go down to look in thelr atookinga and see thelr
“aiatsr'a ghost 1obk1ng in vain foyr one for her, The story
1; apoiiad by having a stooking prepared far her the following
year vhinh‘aatisries her. | |

¥ra, Peattie has a cleverly done humproua story in

" Grammatiocal Ghost,” A family is haunted by a prim old
lady who arranges ﬁha'furniture gnd china to aulé her taaste,
As a laat resort a rather orude peieon 18 invited for a
»visit and the ghoat, unable to bear his language, takes her
leave, A éorb of geaoond sight oaocurs in A Child of the
Rain,® when a bus driver sees a pltiful oh1ld riding the
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bus for several nights, but only when 1%t 1a raining, The
bus later runs over a ochild llke the one he saw, and on a
rainy night, An evil presence haunts "The Room of the Evil
Thought," and provoles people who stay thers to idoms of
murder and sulolide, It is later found that a former ocouw
pant of the room firat out someone's throat and then drowned
himselfl,

Two somewhat gentimental stories are "An Astral Onion"
and "A Spestral Colllie,™ both somewhat similar in idea, 1In
the latter a man deliriocus from fever is saved by the ghost
of his dog who goas to neighbora for . help. The other atory,
A”An Aétral Onlon," 1a similar, telling of a dying man revived
by the cooking of his foater mother, who returna from the
vgrava to faed the starving man soms aocup,
| The "Story of the Vanishing Patient® conoerns a dootor
who was summoned one night to the bed of a dying woman, and
leaves a presoription on the mantelplece, He returns next
day to £ind the house shut up and unoccupied for years, but
his presoription 1s inside., "The Piano Next Door" is a varlae
tion on ﬁhia theme, The plano, upon investigation, turns out
50 be nonexlstent, for the young man, entranced by the lovely
mugioc he hears, finds there 13 no piano in the neighborta
house, nor has thers been one there for years,

An exceptionslly fine story is "The House That Waa Not,"
in which a young bride seeks to visit neighbors in a distent
héuse,aha aeos from hor windowj but when she approaches 1t,
the house vanlshes, 5She learns that one used to stand there,
years befcre but burned; it still remains vislible but only
at a diatance, Even bettoer is "On wﬁe Nﬁrthern Ice," a
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atory of & ghostly guardian, A young man ia akating st
night %o visit a girl in eanother town., He seos a figure
before him and in an atiempt to overtake 1t pays no atten=
tlon to where he 1a going and finds on arrival that he had
taken the longer route without ever catohing the other skater,
He then learns that girl he was ocoming to see dled the day
before, worrying that 4if he ocmme by his usual route he would
drown because of broken ioe, ,

Perhapa the most original atory in the book 18 the
story of an Obatinate Corpse.” A young man e called in
to take photographs of a woman . in her casket, but when
these are developed the caaket soems covered by a black
pall, hlding-the features of the woman, T,e woman's daughter
explaing 1% by esying her mother had always refused to have

her picture taken and was used to having her own way.

JACK Snow

Jack 3now la an avowed atudent of L. Frank Baum, but

. nothing any further from The Hizard of 02 than Dark Huasic
and m -Sgaotmi Tales could be imagined, This very die
veraes aolleotion héa aomé tales which are not 3peotra1 in
the leanst, and several whioh degenerate into pulp magazine
solence fictlon. Others show striking originality and at
leaat two are excellent ghoat storles, |

One of these, "The Anohor," deserves to be bebttsr known:
A man 1s afloat on a lonely lake at night, and a lovely

woman auddenly ollimbs into the boai and embraces him, He |
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finds the next mornihg.that.ahe has dleappeared, but when

he draws his anchor up, caught on 1t ia the body of a woman
long~drowned, The other outstanding story, "Let's Piay
Houge," 1a told by an old nurse in ths best ghostestory tradle
tlone Two neighboring children are very olose friends,
Shortly after they receive a marvelloua doll house for a
prasent, they fall 111 of an epldemlc and dle within minutes
of each otheyr, A few nighta later thes nurse investligates
lights in the Aoll house and finds the two childroen playing
together in minlature inside their reloved toy,

In ?ccronation“ the 0ld gueen vho i3 celebrating her
jubilee aéea throughout the ceromonies a laughing young girl.
She fails to reocognlize the ohil&vae the ghoat of herself
a8 ahe locked upon har coronation day seventy=five years
vefora, "Ths Honareh"™ 1a almost poetic in tone: an.old
blind violinist is summoned in the dead of night to play
before his ruler, Hls body 1a found in his hovel the
next dayx.ehe monarch before whom he played was Doath.
Somewhat simllar ia "Business Hours,” in which a tramp seeks
refuge in an antique shop open at night. He 13 first treétad
to reading his ?avoribe booka, then to a sumptious banqg uet,
then to agreeable convereation, theq'to love~making and
£finally to sleeﬁ, éfom.whioh heo never weokes,

A vory original story is "Fﬁulty‘Vieion." A woman
laments the fact that she cannot ﬁake her husband look at
her, A% the ending woe learn the reeson whyoawhe ia.daaﬁ. :

In "The Mountain" Snow seems to have been 1nf1ueneed4by
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Blaokwood's "Special Delivery," An o0ld man 13 warned of

an impending avalanche by the aplrit of the mountain on
whioch he hasg. lived for many years, Noither astory is really
sucoegsful,

-In addition to these, there ars four stories in the
colleation which are not even seoond-rahe; In %The Penhale
Broadoast” the volce of & longwdead opera singer is heard
over the radio, "The Rope" 1is based on the Indian rope
triok, but the man who learnas how to perform 1t never reappearas
after olimbing the rope and vanishing, "The China Tea Cup"
olaims thoe souls of all who dyink from 14, and their reflectlions
can be seen in it when the oup 1; f1lled with tea. Poorest .
of the four 1s "™idnight," in whioh a acrcerer plana to
projaoﬁ himaalf into unspeakable dellights, Hls caloulationa
go astray and he finds himself destined to rocam the ather

eternally; a loat aoul,

EDLITH WBARTOH

Edith Wharton 1s a dlstingulshed figure in the modern
American ghost story, Her atorlies often appear in anthologles
and are collected in the volume oallad‘ggggﬁg. ¥ra, Wharton
has much originallty and oonsiderable technioal akill, Her‘
atories run tha garmut from suoh atriking maatorpleces as
Yip, Jonea” and "All Hallowa'" to the banallities of "Hewitohed,"

Kra, ¥harton's beat-known story is "Afterward,” which 18
a littls too “coagthy. An Amerioan couple move iﬁbo an old
Engiish houass and learn that it has & ghoat, Tyue lagend.
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1a that the ghost 1s not recognized as such untll long after
i1t has been seen., Instead of any ghost oconneoted with the
place, howegvor, the one seen 1a that of a man lately de=-
seagaed, whom the new ownar once sheasted out of an inventlon,
It 1a at onoce confusing and unconvinoing,

In "The Byes™ s man 1s haunted by & malevolent=looking
pair of eyes which glare at him at night, He sees them,
however, only when he 13 about 4o do something agalnst his
better judgment which he knowa he will regret later, "The
Triumph of Night” might be compared with May Sinclairts
#Villa Deaireeo," since in both stories the ghost is an astral
projection of a human emotion, in the one case lust, and in .
this Instance, greed, A chance visitor sees not only the
outward fron% presented by the unole of a. tubercular young
man, but a8lso the projected imace of his greed as ha,ﬁaite
for hig nephaw to dle,.-

Another overelengthy tale is "Bewltohed," in which a
girl comes back from the grave to olaim a lover. Tao ati=

moaphore 18 gaunt and stark, like that of Ethan Frome,

but the plot is complicated, there ave oo many oharacteré,
and the snding 18 not made sufflolently olear, In "The
Lady‘a ¥ald's Ball” a devoted maldenurse stands batweén her
beloved miatreas and a brutish husband even in death, The
atcﬁy auffers from abruptness, vagueness, and gentimentality,
Perhaps éven mors uninspired is "Pomsgranate Seed," T,is is
ohne of %thoas frustraﬁing storiea that end unfinished, leaving

" the reader dangling in mideair, A woman aeéa her husband
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receive letters that viasibly upset him, She first svapects
and later confirma that the letters are from hls deceased
first wife. Meanwvhila the huaband disappears, There 1s he?
¥hat did the lettors asay? Vhy were they written? Vhy did .
the authoy write tha story?

Much batter, and aertainly more originsl, 1s "Eerfol,"
in which an o0ld chateau is haunted by the ghosts of five
pst doga. Saveral hundred years previously the old and
insanely jealous owner had married a lovely young givrl,
but suspeated hor of unfaithfulness and made her 1ifs mlgere
able, Among other things, he left five different dogs ghe
had shown affection for strangled on her plllow, Accardling
to an old manusoript, he wasg found bitten to death by thase
dogs, which are seen by a pressni-day visitor to ths chateau,

. "All Hallows'®™ 1a one of Mras, Vharton's most original

storles, and one of the finest riddle storles in Amerlcan
wolyrd literatures A lady living in her old family home
meetas a stranzo woman coming up the drive on Halloween,
This woman manages %0 ovade hayr queations, and before she
reaches the house the lady sprains her ankle, 3he 1a tnld‘to
atay in bed, but the next day no servant ocomea at her call,.
She investigates and findséhe 1as alone in ths house, The
following day all the servants are back and try to convince
her ghe was dslirious the day before. It 1s suggested
thnt the woman on the drive was a wltch, come to fetoh the
garvanta to & govan,

m;e best atory in the book by far 1s "My, Jones,"

A woman inherits an old manor, but cannot see various rooms
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or do this or thst becauss an old carotaker, ir, Jones,; hag
charge, She hever gsees him because his instructions are
delivered by other sgervants, who deplct him as & monument
of fidellty to past ownera, T8 housekeeper warna the how
mistress not to look in an ¢ld desiti but vhen she does,

she finds papora throwing a bad lizht on an sncesbor living
a hundred and fifty years agos The furiocus Mr, Jones

kills the housekesper, and her nlece says 1t was bacause
ghe let ths aoahdal about his beloved maateor come to light,
The ¢limax 18 stupondouseewhen the miatress msks how he
could gerve a man s0 long ago and atill be alive, she finds

out he 1a not!l
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Acocording to a liast given by dontague Surmers, the

followipg have also written ghoat stories or storles of the

aupernaturals

Me 1o Auatin
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LIST OF GHOST STORIES ACCORDING TO TYPE
I. THE RIDDLE STORY

As  The Inconolusive Story
Benson, Robert Hugh
 Father Brent's Talo
Blerce, Ambroae
A Fruitleas'Aaaignment
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The Hight«Dolngs at Deadman's
Bowen, Rlizabeth

The Cheery Soul
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Coppard, A, E.

Polly Morgan
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James, Henry
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¥iddleton, Richard
Shephard's Boy
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B, "What Was It?" (Continued)
O¥Brien, Fitz«James
%hat Vag It7
Wakefield, H. R,
B11ad Man's Buff
The Cairn

The Frontler Guarda
Look Up Therel

Ce Disesppearances
Baldwin, wra; Alfred
The Empty Ploture Frame
Benson, E, F,
- Twe Face
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Charles Ashmore's Trail
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Collier, John
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A,. The Inconclusive Story (Continued)

Onions, Ollver
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The Qut Sister

Pease, Howard

The Muniment Room
Poattle, Elia ¥,

The Shape of Fear
Wakefield, H. R,

The Alley

Bs "Fhat Yas It?"
Asquith, Cynthia
The Followar
Bowen, Elizabeth
The Demon Lover
Broughton, Rhoda

The Truth, the Whole Truth, and Nothing but
the Truth

}Derleth, Auguat
Peigman'a Beard
Rarvey, Ve Fa
The Clook
Jacoba, W, VW,
The Monkey's Paw
James, Montague Rhodes
e Diary of Mr, Poynter

Number 13
Rats
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Cs Disappoarances (Continued)
Middleton, Richard
The Conjurer

Northoota, Amyas
Briokett Potitom
0tBrion, FilbgeJames

The Lost Room
Oniorg Oliver

The Qut 8istor
Pain, Rarvy

The MooneSlave
Paattlo, Ella W,

The House That Was Not
Bnow, Jack

The Rope
Spenoce, lowis |

Cock Lorolts Bont
Wharton, Edith

A1l Souls!t

II. TnT HCRAL GU0ST STORY

Ae¢ The Avenzing Chost

raldwin, Nrse Alfred
The Real and the Countorfols
Boangon, Ee FPe

The ¥an Who Went too Parx
Naboth's Vineyard
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As The Avenging Ghost (Continued)

Bowon, Flizaboth

Hand 4in Glove
Crawford, Fs MNarion

The Scereaming Skull
mmg !zgg Py

Bring Oub Your Dead
Perleth, August |

Haro, Daemos}

Nuggridgats Lunt

Thrae Centlemon in Rlack

The Bharatcon Hiprpor
James, Montaguo Rhodes

Casting the Runes

Count Hagnus

The Memszobtint

The Tractabe Hiddoth

The Uncommon Prayovepook

A View f£rom a Hill

A Warning to the Curious
ahaav&ng,'soseph

They Found My Grave
8pa:ica, Lowis

rhe Red Flasket
The Btane Finger

Walpols, Hugh
mb I:an
Wharton, Edith

»Earfnk
e Jonos
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Be The Punishad Choat

Banson,; E« Fe
Explatlon
Blackwood, Algernon
The Woman's Chost Story
Bowen, Warjorie
The Bishop of Hell
rare, H, ?,
A:Thunt g Tragaedy
Harveys Ve Fo
Sarah Bermotts Poasession
James, Montague Rhodes
gﬁgeégggggggebggdgﬁ§gminster
Wailling voll
Snow, Jack
Kidnight

III. THE HUHOROUS GHOST STORY

pangs, John Kendrick

The Water Ghost of Harrowb; Hall
Barham, Rlchard Honvy

The Spectre of Tappington
Baring=Could, Sabine

& Happy Relonse
Yeallistar

Blaroe, Ambrogse
A Jug of Sirup
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IIX, THE HUMOROUS GHOST STORY (Continuoed)

Butler, 5llls Parke

Doy Aintt o Ghosts
Colllor, 5o§n

0ld Acquaintance
coppard, As Ee

01d Martin
Dare;'ﬁ; ?;‘

The ﬁauntéd bravora
he Haunted Helmat

Irving, Washington
Adveanture of ¥y Uncle
The Bold Dragoon
The Devil and Tom Yalker

Kiddleton, Richard
The Ghost Ship

Panttis, Elia W,

A Grammatical Ghost

wilde, Qaéar |
?haqﬁaﬁéervilla Ghoat

IVe THE PSYCHOLOGICAL GHORT STORY

Ae Dragms
B@man* Bs Fs

Caterpliisrs :
The HRoom in Lthe Tower

Collins, wWilkie
| The Dream Woman
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Ae Dreans (Contlinued)
Rorthooto, Amyas
53 8 Karshaw and Mrs Wilcox
Paattio, Ella Y.
stony—OSwgﬁs Vanishing Patient

Be Inaahiﬁy”or Emotional Illnoas

Blerce, Anbrose

The NighteDoings at Deadmants
Dorlath, August

The Shutbarea fioune
Gilman, Charlotte, Porikins

Thoe Yollow VallwPapor
Harvey, We Te

Moo Cornolius
prling, Rudyard

At The End of the Passage
Leay Varnon

Amsur Durs
Oka of Okehurst

Le Fanu, Je. Shorldan
Greon Tea ‘
Paing Baryy

The Diagy of a God
fhe Creen Light

Wolls, He Ca
Tha Hobh



Cs Cullty Conscience or Pergecution Complex

Bonsong Ee Py
The Corner House
Blerce, Ambrosge
| Staley Flamingts Hallucinatinﬁ
Le Fanu, Je Shoridan
The Familiar
Horthoote, Amyas
Hre Mortimorts Diary
0tSullivan, Vincent
The Business of Hadame Jahn
8tevenason, Robert Louls
¥Yarkhein
wakofield, H, R,
In éollaburabion

De ?asaassion
Asquith, Cynthia

God Grante That Sha Lya 5tille
- The White Moth

Barham, Richard Hemry
Jorry Jarvis! Wig
BaringeCould, Sabine
Pomps and Vanitleas
Ranson, Robert Hugh
Father Meuronts Talo
Bisrce, Ambrose
Joun Partinets watch

24
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Ds Possession {Continued)

Rlackwood, Algornon

A Paychiceal Invasion

The Return

With Intent to Steal
Bowen, Harjorie

Am Mellorts lLovor
mg@, Av¢ Mo

Tha Gamblertsa Room
Parec, M. Py

" A Porgotiten Italisn
Derloth, August

A Gt for Uncle Herman

Hoadlines for Tod Shayno

The Invernesa Cape

Hetovarnts Obsossion

The Shuttared tiouse

& Wig for Mias Devore
Prooman, Hary Fe Wilkins
- The Southwost Chambap
‘Lea, Vernon

Dionea
Loveoraft, ., P,

The Aﬁaﬁs in the ¥alls
The Thing on the Dooratep

Havaon, Oe Pe

The Haunted Bus
The Ioe Rock

Gnﬁ.nna‘, Oliver

The Rosewood Door
Paaae; Howard

In The Black{riarta Wynd
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De Possession (Continuad)
Poattle, £lin W,
The Room of the Evll Thought
Welefield, H. R,
Into Cutor larknoss
Wells, H. G,
ggg §§§§§n92°§§a Lato ur, Elvasham
. Ve THE GIOST STORY AS SERIAL TIME

Ay FPoom Out gg The Past

Baldwin, Mrs. Alfred

Ths Shadow on the Blind
Bonson, Ee Pe

The Pust«Cloud

Expiation.

The Othor Bad

Qutaldae the Dooyr

A Tale of an Empty House
Banson, Robert Hugh

Ko, Perolvalts Tale
Ny Own Tale

Blercs, Ambrose

The Other Lodgers
Elackwood, Algernon

A Case of Eavesdropping

Tha Expby Houso

The Listener

Sacret Worshlip
BulwepeLytton, Bdward

The Hauntod and the Haunters



Ae From Oub of the Past (Continued)
Burragey As M,
The Creen Scarf
Cram, Ralph Adams
In Kropfasberg Kosp
Taly, Ilizaboth
Tho Chosta
Daro, M. P,
An Abbab*a Haglo
Perlath, August

Pacifle 421
Thoe Panelled Room

Edwards, amolis Be

The Fhantom Coach
caskoll, Mrse B, Ce

The 01d Mursets Story
Irwin, Hargaroet

~ Ths Curate and the Rake
" Ths Earller Service

Jamos, Mentapv: Rhodes
Tha Haunted Dollts House
The Hesuzotint
Humber 13
The Rosidance at Whitminstop
A View from a 11l

lLeq, Vurnon
& Wicked Volce

Kalden, e He
The Thirteenth Troa

Marryat, Florence

The Invisible Tenants of Rushmere

247
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Ae From Qut of the Past (Continued)
forthoote, Amyas

The Covernessis Story
The Late Karl of D

oniona, Oliver

The Cigarebte Case
Paase, Howard

By Padenta Clauch
Peattio, Rlla We

The Plano Xent Door
Story of the Vanishing Patilont

Reld, Forrest
Courago

wakelieldy He R, |
The Dung
Iinto Cuber Darknoss
Jay Valkors
Usad Car

BQ Into tho P‘lﬁm
Baldwin, Hrg. Alfred

The Uncanny Reirn
Donsong Es Foe

The Puselfonducior
gorstophine

Blerce, aAnbrose

one of Twina
A ¥ireluss Mensogo

Elackwccag Algernon
Accosnory Fefiore ths Faot

Tha Destruotion of Smith
4 paunted Island
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Bsy Into thz Fubtura (Continusd)

Bowon, Harjorle
The ralr Helr of Ambrosine
Broughton, Rhoda ‘

Pahold Tt Was & Droam
Poor Pratty Pobby

Burprage, Ae MNa

The Virong Statlon
Diekena, Charlos

The Signal Xan
Ponttle, Ella W,

A Child of ths Rein
Wakafield, He Re

The Third Cosch

VI, THE PROBLEM 0HOST STORY

Andraws, Mrse He Re S,

Through the Ivory Oato |
pawards, Amalia B,

The 4110 BExpress
Le ?anﬁ, J. Sheridan _

Yadame (?rwl's_ chogt
lamon, Hark

Tye Ghoat Debootive
gtBrian, FitgeJomss

The Pot 0f Tulips
Riﬁ&an, ¥roe Je Ha

The Oyd House in vauxhall Wall
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YT, TUZ PROBLEM GUOST STORY (Continued)
Riddell, ¥ro. J. He

Ths Open Toor
Walnut~Ireo Houso

Walpolo, ﬁugh
Lizzie Rand

VIY, THT ORTWODOX GHOST GTORY

As The Dvpes of Ghoal
le The Werewolf:

EQMQTI’ EQ Fu

The Cat
The Shooting of Achnaleish

Bierce, avbrose
The Fyos of tho Panthar
Blaclkwoody Algernon
Sy
Running Wolf
Fleming, Poter
The K11l
Irrin, Vargaret
mmsiéizf Seoks 8 Wife
Eiiﬁl&ﬁg, Rﬁdyabd
The Mark of the Deast
waldon, Re He
‘The Priest!s frass
Karryat, Predericl:
Tho' Whitie Wolf
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Ay Tne Types of Ghoat
1, The Werewolf: (Continued)

Onions, Oliver
-Tae Haater of the House
Pain, Barry

The Gray Oat
The Undying Thing

Wakefield, H, R.
~ Death of a Poacher
¥alpoles, Hugh
_ Tarnhelm
Le ‘The Vampirql
Benaon,'E. Fe

Mrs, Amworth
The Room in the Tower

Blackwood, Algernon

Smith3 An Episode in a Lodging House
" The Transfer

' Crawford, P, Harion
| For the Blood Is the Life
,barleth, August
- The Drifting Spow
‘Nellle Foater
The Satin Haak
Harveys Y. Fa
Miss Avanal
Jagobl, Carl
Revelatlons in Black
Jamesa, Montague Rhodea

Viailing Vell



Ay The Typos of Ghost

24

Se

4.

The Vampirae: (Continued)
Le Fanu, J. Sheridan
Carmilla
Loxing, F. Ge
The Tom® of Sarah
Polldor1? John Willlam

- -The Vaﬁbyré

The elementait
Baneon,'hrthnr Ce
The Gray Cat
Bengon, E, F,
And ﬁo 31rd Sings
Caterpllilars
Negotium Perambulens
Blackwood, Algernon

e Glamour of the Spow
The Nemesla of Fire
The Sea Fi¢
Speoial Delivery
The Willows

- Malden, R. H,

Bstwaen Sunset and Moonrlae
Munby, A. N. L,
e ¥hite Saok
Sndw, Jaok‘
- The Mountain
Thé Banshee $
Baldwin,ymra. Alfred
Sir Higel Otterburne! s Case

252
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As The Types of Ghost
4, The Banshees’(Continued)

Blackwood, Algernon
The Tradition
Crawford, F. Marion
The Dead Smile
Hatthews, Brandey
The Rival GSoata
S« The Poltergeiats
Dave, M. P.
The Bean
Harvey, ¥, F,
Miags Cornelius
Kipling, Rudyard
_ - Haunted Subalterns
64 The Familiert
- Blackwood, Algernon o
Smith: An Episode in a Lodging House
Darey My P,
Ty, Demonlao Goat
Darlethy August

Here, Daemos}
A Thin Gentleman with Gloves

James, Montague Rhodes
Caating the Runes
Count Magnua
The Treasure of Abbot Thomaa
Spence, Lawia ‘
The Horn of Vapuls

The Hudart
The Seat of Serpgulath



A, The Types of Ghost (Continued)

7e

Be

Agsorted Domons and Fiends:
Benson, Robert Hugh

Father Martints Tale
Collier, John

Bird of Prey
Cram, Ralph Adama

Hoe. 252 Rue ¥, Le Prinoce
Irwin, Hargaret

The Book
James, Hontague Ryodes

Canon Alberic?s SorapeBook
The Diary of Mr, Poynter

An Eplasode of Cathedral History
Oh, ¥higtle, and I'1l {ome %% You, My Lad

lovecraft, He P,

?1okmanfa Model
The Shunned House

Munby, A. He L.

The Inseription
Ttakefioeld, H. R,

He Cometh and He FPasseth By
Remnants from Anolent Religionas
Bengon, Arthur G,

The Hill of Trouble
Bengon, E. Pa
- Bagnell Terrace

The Man %Who Went Too Far

The Temple
Blaokwood, Algernon

The Nemeais of Pire
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A+ The Types of Ghost
8 Remnants from Ancient Religiona (Continued)
Buchan, John
The Wind in the Portlco
Long, ?. Be
A Viaitor from Egypt
Toveoraft, He Pe
The Call of Cthulhu
The Haunter of the Dark
The. Moon=Bug
Machen, Arthur

The Qreat God Pan
The White People

Pain, Barry
The Gray Cat
Vakeflold, H. R,

Luoky'srcrova
The 17th Hole at Dunoastor

9y Porces fyrom Other Worlds:

Benaon, Arthur C,

The Closed Window
Blaokwobd, Algernon

Y¥ay Day Eve

The Trod

The %ood of the Dead
Buchan, John

Skule Skerry
Cram, Ralph Adams

The Dead Valley
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A+ Ino Types of Gyoat
9 Foroes from Other Worlda: (Continued)

Hodgson, William Hope
The Haunted sarves o
The Hog .

Hachon, Arthur
The Novel of the Black Ssal
Out of the Earth
‘The Shining Pyramid

10, Animal Ghosts:

Blerce, Ambrose
Staley Fleming's Halluoinatilon

Blackwood, Algernon
The Empty Sleeve

Dape, M. P,
The Demonias Goab

Derleth, Auguat
Here, Dasmos}

Harvey, W, P,
The Ankardyne Pew

Hodgsason, Willlam nga

The Hog
Thae Horse of the Inviaible

Le Fanu, J, Sheridan
Squire Toby's Will
Feattie, Ella W,
A épactral Collle
VWakefield, He R,
Haarur

Oy Persons Unknown
Prosent at the Bnd



A, [The Types of Ghost
10, Animel Ghosts: {(Continued)

i1,

Yharton, Edith
Kerfol
Inviaible Ghoatst
Benson, Ee Fo
Outslide the Door
Benason, Robert Hugh
Father Bront's Tale
Blerce, Ambrose
The Damned Thing
Blackwood, Algernon
The Empty House
Braddon, ¥4 B
The Cold Embrnoe
Cram, Ra.ph Adums
The ¥hite Villa
Hodgson, ¥illiam H,pe
The Horse of the Invisible
Harryat, Florence
The Invisible Tenants of Rushmere
0'Brien, Flizelames
What Wag It?
Pease, Howard

The Lord %arden'akfamb
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Ay The Types of Ghost (Continued)
12, Animated Corpses, Skeletons, or parts thereof

Benaon, ®, P,

A% the Farmhouse
B&s@ne} Ambrogse

A Tough Tuasle
Crawford, F, Marion

%an Overboardl

The Uppor Dogth
Chambers, Roberg W,

The Mesasngor
Derleth, Auguat

Altimeyrts Anmulet
Glory Hang

Harvey, W. F.
The Beast with Five Fingers
Hodgaon, Willlam Hope
The Cateway of the Monater
Irving, Vashington
Adventure of the Cerman Student
Landon, Feroeval
Thurnley%&bbey
Le Fanu, J, Sheridan
Schalkin the Painter
Longy Fs B,
A Visitor from reypt
Loveoraft, He P.

Cool Alyr
™Te Thing on the Doorabop
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A, The Types of OChost (Continued)

12, Animated Corpses, Skeletons, or parts theraof
{Continued)

Malden, R, H,

A Collectorta Company
Hunby, A. Ne Ls

The Alabaater Hand
OtSulliivan, Vincebb
My Enemy and Mysolf
Gutlleneboioly—tv—iy

Wakefidd, H. R.

A Coinoldence at Hunton

13, Ghosata of the Living

Blaokwood, Algernon

The Empty Sleeve
Burrage, A. M,

The Yellow Curtaina
Gaskell, Mrs, E, C.

The 014 Wurge's Sﬁory
Hogg, James

Tivby Johnaton's Wralth'
Molesworth, Mrs, ¥, S.

T&a Sgorf of the Rippling Traln
Peasge, Haward

Kitty'es Bower
Tale of the Three Antlquaries

8inolaiy, May
The Villa Désirde
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A The Types of Ghost
13, Ghosta of the Living:(Continued)
Snow, Jack
Coronation
¥harton, Egith
The Triumph of Night
14, The Ghoat as Narrator:
Bieroe, Ambrose
An Inhablitant of Carcosa
Blaokwood, Algernon

The Danoe of Death
Trangition

Bdwan, Elizabeth
Green Holly
Loveoraft, He P
The Outslder
0'Sullivan, Vinoent
- Vhen I Was Dead
Pain, Barry
Thia Is All
Snow, Jaok
Faulty Vislon
15, Orthoaox Spectres:
Baldwin, Nrs. Alfred
How He Left tho Hotel
The Real and the Counterfelt
The Syadow on tho Blind
BaringeGould, Sablne
On the Leads
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A, The Types gg Gwoat

15,

Orthodox Speotres: (Continued)
BOHBOD. E. F.
Bxpiation
The House With the BriokeKiln
How Fear Departed from the ILong Gallery
Reconcillation
Blerce, Ambywose
The Middle Toe of the Right Foot
The Other Lodgers
The Stranger
The Thing at Nolan
A Vine on a House
Blackwood, Algernon

The Empty House
The l4atener

Bbuen. Harjorie

The Avenging of Ann Leete
The Crown Derby Plate

Brogter, D, K.

‘Couching at the Door
Bulwer~Lytton, Edward

The Haunted and the Hauntera
Burrage, A. 4.

The Green Soarf

| Derleth, August

The Betronome

Urs, Bentley's Deughter
The Sheraton Hirrop
%114 Grapes

Freoman, Hary E, Wilkins

The Spadows on the ¥all
The Southwest Chamber
Tho Vacant Lot

The ¥ind in the Rosebugh
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As The Typea of Ghoat

15,

Orthodox Spaectreas (Continued)
Hartley, L. P.

Three, or Four, for Dinner
Jamed, Henry

The Turn of the Screw
Kipling, Rudyard

The Phantom 'Rickshaw
The Return of Imray

Landon, Perceval
Thurnley Abbey
Le Fanu, J. Sheridan
.Dlokon the Devil
The House in Aunglier Strest
Madame Crowl!s Choat
The Speatre Lovers
¥alden, R, H,

The Dihiﬁg-noom Flraplace
Stivinghoe Bank

Hayrryat, lorenae

The Inviaible Tenants of Rushmere
Marson, Go F.

The Viotory Ball
#iddleton, Richard

On the Brighton Road
Holeaworth, YNra. M. 3,

The Shadow in the Moonlight
Munby, A. N, L,

The Tudor Chimney



A+ The Iypes of Ghost
16, Orthodox Spaectres: (Continued)
Negblt, Edtth.
Man~$ize'1n Harble
Oliphant, Mra, M, O, W,
The Open Door
Paaaa, Howard
The Lord Warden's Tomd
Rsld, Foéraat
'.coétélld‘é‘Scory
Courage .
Snow, Jaok.
The Anchor
Spanoé, Lawla
The Sordereaa In Stained Glamas
Stoker; Bﬁam'
The Judge'é Housge
Wakefleld, Hs R.

A Flahing Story
The Rod Lodge

B, Reagons for ths Chost's Existence

1ls To Seek Ravenges

Aaquith, Gynthia

The Playfellow
Baring-ﬁhuld, Sabine

The 'Bold Venturae!
Yustapha

BOﬂaon. g, Po
The Corner House

Home, Sweet Home
Haboth's Vineyard
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Be HReasons for the Chost'a Exiatence

1+ To Seek Revenge: (Continued)
Blerce, Ambrose
Staley Fleming'a Hallucination
Bowen, Marjorie
Florence Flannery
The Houaskeeper
Koeckaies
Collins, Charles
. The Compensatlon Houae
Crawford, F, Marion
The Soreamlng Skull
Derleth, Auguat
The Metronome
¥ra, Lannisfree
No Light for Uncle Henyy
The Sheraton ¥irror
The Telephone in the Library
Three Gentlemen in Bleok
wild Gvapes
~The Wind from the River
Freeman, Mary 5. %Wilkins

The Shadows on the Wall
The Southwsat Chamben

Glasgow, Ellon
The Shadowy Third
Haylley, L. P.

Foet Foremost 4
A Vigitor from Dowm Under

Harvey, %, Ie
The Heart of the PFire
Hodgeon, %llliam Hope
The ¥histling Room
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Roasons for tha Chosttas Ixistanca

To Seck Revenges (Continucd)
James, Henry
Sir Edmund Orme
James, Wontague Rhodes
Lost Hearis
Tha ¥ezgzotint
A School Story
Thoe S8talls of Rurchester Cathedral
A View from a 11411
Lo Fanu, Je Sheridan
The Familiaer
Lovooraft, H, P,
In the Vauls
Munby, Ae e L
The Tregannot Book of Hours
Kortheote, Amyas
The Steps
Onions, Oliver
The Woman in the way
Riddell, Mrse J. He
0ld Hrs, Jones
Spence, Lewls

Tha Archer in tha Arras
Tha Red Flasket

Stoker, Bram
Tha Seoret of the Srowing Cold
Wﬂkﬂriﬁld. Hs Re

And He Shall Sing
A Coincidence at Hunton
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Be Roasons for ths Chosi's Existence

le To Seek Reveongoe:

Wakefleld, H, R. (Continued)
01d Man's peard
Profossor Pomallts Oversight
Surprise Item
That Dioth Hotl
Unrehearsed

W7alpole, Hugh

¥rs., Lunt
The Tarn

Wharton, Edith

Afterward
lre Jones

2, To Correct a VWrongs
Asquith, Cynthla
The Corner Shop

RaringeCould, Sabine
Aunt Joanna
The Leaden Ring
Whitq Flag
Benson, Ee Fo
= The Confesslon of Charles Linkworth
Bierce, Ambrose
An Arrvest
Burrazo, As e

Browdosan Farm
#rastlerts End

Derleth, August
A Collector of Stones

An Elepgy for Mr. Denielson
A Thin Gontleman with Gloves
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Bse Reasons for the GChostts Fxlstaenca

2,

To Corract a Wrong: {(Continusd)
Diokens, Charles

To Bo Taken ¥With a Graln of Salt
Rartloy, Le Pe |

The Cotillion
Hoggy James

The Wife of Lochmaban
Jamas, Henry

The Romance of Cortain 01d Clothes
James, Hontague Rhodes

Lost Hearts
The Tractate Middoth

Le Fanu, J. Sheridan

Squire Tobyts Will
Morryat, Florence

The Ghost of Charlotte Cray
Holesworth, Hrs, M. S,

At the Dip of the Rosd
Munby, As N L

The Topley Place Sale
Peattie, E. Vi,

From the Loom of the Doad
Simlag.z', Kay

The Victim
Spence, Lewls

The Stane Finger
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Be Hsasons for the Chost's Fxistence

Se¢ To Help the Living:
Andrews, Mrse M. R, S,
Through the Ivory cate
Benson, e Fo-

Inacrutable Tecross
Machaon

Blaol%wood, Algernon
The Retumn
Burrage, Ae He

Playmates
The .Room Over the Kitchon

Crawford, F. larion

The Doll*s Ghost
Edwards; Aﬁwlia Be

Tho Enginoer
Harvoy, e T

Across the Moors
Harson, F.‘I*‘u o

Trop With the Left

Ever Faithful

Trunpeter, What Are You Calling How?
Hunby, A. He Lo

An Encounter in tho uist
Northoote, Amyas

'Tha‘ House in the Wood
0t Brien, mtz-a’ama

The Pot of Tullps
Peaso, Homrd

The flaunted Aloe~House
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Be Reasons for tho Choastts Existance

Se To Help the Living: ({Continuad)
Paattle, =lla W,

An Astral Onion
A Speactral Collie

ﬁakaf&bidg He R
Tho Last to Leave |
Walpbla, Huih
Lizzie Rand
4. To Seek Proper Ruris}:
Baring=Gould, Sabine
McAlister
Banaon,_E¢XFo
The Confesslion of Charles Linkworth
Eenson,'nobart Rugh
Father Bianchi's Tale
Cram, Rolph Adams
Sistaé Haddelina
R1ddell, Nrs. J. H,
Rute~Bush Farn
5. To Guard somathinge‘
Andravs, Yrse Mo Re S
A Messengor
maring-Gould, Sabine
1.ittle Jp0 Gander
Bénson,:arthur Cs
The Red Camp
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Be Reasons for ths Ghost's rxlastaence

Ss To Cuard Somsthing: (Continued)
Blackwood, Algernon

Tha Other Wing
Spacilal Delivory

Bowan, Qarjobia
The Crown Derby Pqate
Collier, John
Thus i Refutie Beelzy
Derleth, August
~ Bramvellts Guardlan
Carousasl
The GodeBox
Horo, Laemos}
James.’ﬂohtagua Rhodes
Count Magnus
The Treasura of Abbot Thomas
The Uncommon PrayeresRook
A VWarning to the Curious
ﬁachan; Artbur
Phe Bowmsn
Harson, Ge Fe
The Face
vﬁntbhawa. Brander
Tho Rival Gy,08t8
Hunby, A He L
The Inseription
Paattla, Ella We
on tho Horthern Ice
Wharton, Tdith

The Lady's Maldts Tell
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Be Reasona for tha Chostts rExistence
Gs TO Fulfill a Throat or Promisc:

Blerce, Ambrose
& Cold Oreoting:
Blaokwbod, Algornon

Keeﬁing His Promise
The Tryst

Bowen, Elizsboth

The Claimant
Hang in Glove

Collier, John

Thus I Rofute Rsolzy
Jamos, Montague Rhodes

The . Ash=Trae
Hunbyye As He Le

The Tragannaot Book of flours
Hesbit, Bdith

John Charringbonts Vedding
walpolo, Ilugh

The Snow

7+ When ibavcrave is Disturbed:

Tare, M. P

Bring out Your Doad
Unholy Rellcs

Perleth, August

A Collector of Stones
Hore, Daemos}
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Bs Roasons for tha Chosit's Existonce

T

Be

When its Grave 1a Disturbosd: (Continucd)
Jamea, Honbazue Rhodes

Count :Magnus

An Eplsode of Cathodral History

The Rose Cardoen

A View from a 11ill

Haldon, Re He

The Sundial
Munby, As s Le

The FPour Poster

The Inscription

The Tudor Chimney
As the Result of a Curses
Baldwin, Mrs, Alfred

The Waird of the Walfords
Benson, Robevt Hugh

Father Jenkts Tale
Blackwéod, Algernon

The Terror of the Twina
Braddon, M. Ee

Bvelinots Visitant

" BulwereLytton, Edward

7he Hauntcd and the Haunto:s
Purrago, Ae i,
Batweun & ho Minmute and the Hour
Pootprints
Furze Hollow
mm’ g‘ Pa
Borgla Pomade

Fatal Cak
Unholy Relics
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Be Roasons for tho Chostts txistonco

Be

As the Rosult of a Curso: {Continuod)
Darleth, August
The Inverncgs Cape
The S.tin Mask
The Shadow? on t he Sky
¥ipling, Rudyard
The Mapk of tho Beast
Ls Fanu, J, Sheridan

Ultor de tacy
Wickod Captain walsha.wse, of Wauling

Pain, Barry

The Cray Cat
The Undying Thing

Spenca, Lowis

tho . Hudors
Haiaber>ﬁud£ev

Wakelisld, H. R

‘Hursots Tale
Or Peraons Unknown

A Strong #old on a Place or on Life Itselfs
Asquith, Cynthia

‘Gué Grante That She Lye Stille
Baring-Gould,KSabina»

Pomps and Vanitles
Ben#bn;tnoﬁerﬁ Hugh

Father Hapclesfiald'a Taie
Bowen,kgarﬁoéle

The Crown Derby Plate
Holosworth, Hrs. ¥, S.

Lady Farquhar!s 0ld Lady
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Be Reasons {or the Chostts Txistonce

9 & Strong U, 1¢ on a Placo or on Life Itsolf: (Con't)
Qulllior~Couchy Ae Te
A Palr of HNands
Snovry, Jacle
Latis,rlay House
104 Evoked at a Soance:
Bonsony E, Fe
The Gardener
Inscrutable Decraca
tiachaon
I're Tillyts Seance
Spinach
Shearing, Jogserh
Tbay:?cnnd Ly Grave
1l For uthdr ?urpoeea:
Asgquith, Cynthia
The Firet Night
Baldwin; Mrse Alfrad
Ly Hoxt=Door Nelghbor
Baring=Gould, Sabine
Jcan'Bbuchon
Bangong e Fo
Rodericlkts Sgory
B&ercé. Anbrose
A Baby Tranp
foyond the ¥Wall
Pragent at 2 Hangina
Blackwacd, Algernon
Ths Attle
The Decoy

Ths Deferred Appuointment
The Roturn
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Raasons for tha Ghostts Sxiatonca

Por obthor Purposes:. (Conbtinued)
Bowan, Marjorie

The Blshop of Mgll
Dorloth, August

RBirkettts Twolfth Corpsa
The Heturn of Sarah Purocsll

Edwards, amolia D,

¥y Brother's Choat Story
How tha Third Floor Enew the Potteries

Prooman, Mary Be Wilkins

Tne LOst Chost
Luella Miller

Clasgow, Ellen

The Past
Harvay, Ve Fo

Sarah Bennetts P ssession
Hodgson, #illiom fope

7The Searchar of the End House
Lo Fanu, Je Sherldan

The Sexton's Advsnture
¥aldon,; Re He

Tho Hlank Leaves
Maroyat, Fiorenca

Little thite Soulg
Horthoote, Amyas

The Young Lady in Black
Pain, Barry

The Case of Vincent Pyrwhit



B« Noasons {or tho Chosits Enlabtonca

e Por obthser Purposes: (Coirtinuadg)
Poattle, Tlia Ve
Story of an Obstinate Corpse
Reld, Forrast

Costiellots Story
Courage

Sinoleir, May

The Tolen
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NOVELS OF TN SUPLINATURAL

Puchan, John
¥itoh Wood

Burnott, Mrs, Frances i,

In Tho Cloeved Koom
Tho vinite roople

Chambers, Robert W,

In Search of the Unknown

 Gndy, Ge'8

%he ¥Mitching Right
- ¢ollins, Wilkie

The Haunted Hotol

~ Cunliffe=-Owen, Margeret

i - Pmorald and rnine

- De la Mare, Welter
<+ - The Leturn

Denny, Norman
 Arpivel in Hyoherly

' Dlol, Re Ae

i The Ghost and Hrs. Mulr

 Tobapa, Hargeret

The Dark ¥aptastic

' ?Barlanﬁ, tiomlin
The Tyranny of the Derk

Hodgaon, Willlem Hope

The Doets of the Clen Caprig
The Thost Diratos

™he Tlouse ob the Borderlsnd
The YIgznt ana A

Johnat on,

Nary

Sweol hocleb

liecardleo, Dorothy:

The Unforescen
'1’56 T nInvI’c e

Meteuvlfe, John

The Pessting Detd

¥ethan, Kkobert

The Hishop's ¥Wifo
POr Lralt of Jonhie

Oliphant, lirs, [, O W,

A Beleospuered City

(‘m ep=liadelton, Megple

Sarsh Mandpele

Fenlored, Hary Le

The Uroenny House

Hives, Amelie

Tue Chost Gurdon

St okeor, Dram

Iracula
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Novels of theo Supernatural (Continmued)

Stoker, Dranm

the Jewel of Sevon Sturs
The Lair of the vnilte worm
THE Shocesln rogs

- oWatkin, Le B

on porroved Tino

Youhg. Francis Irett
gold Harboup

Novels of the Supe::n&tnr&l Hentlioned by Montezue Sunmers
Falooner, lanoe
ceocllin de Noel
grant, 3amaa

The Phantom Hegiment

Helet, ILucasn

" The Gateoless Darrior
e e 5

; Harphy, James
The Heuntod Church

Pater, HRoyer

Hy Cousin Phillip

Prest, Thomas P,

varnoy The vanpire

Riddell, Mra, Je He

The Haunted Hivar

Sicard, ciaora |
The Ghosts A legend

hitehesd, Drums

The Haunted House
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