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The Evolution of the Xorean ramily
Introduction

If the family is a fundamentally important factor 1n
the economiec, political, and social 1life of the nations of
the West, much more is it in that of the nations of the Far
East, China, Japan and Xorea. Indlvidualism as we know it
in the West has had very llttle recognltion there untll very
recent times. But every individual in all phases of life
wags very closely geared Into the unit of thne famlly, and
all his thought and actions were determined by hils relation
to that unilt. In this conception, China had set the pattern
through hoary centurics of time, which Korea, and finally
Japan, copied and followed sonewhat slavishly. The purpose
of this thesis 1s to show something of the strueture, custons,
and manner of living of the family in 0ld Korea, and to note
some of tne chances that are belng brought about in the famlly
pattern and life of many of the people now living in the
New Cnosens

In order to a complete understanding of the Korean famlly,
1t would be necessary to study the hilstory, geography, to-
pography, farming methods, products of the soill, trade,
political life, and other features connected with the life
of the people. But the limitations of this paper forbid a
dlscussion of these topics, so it willl be necessary to con-
fine our treatment to those things which have a more direct

bearing on the subject 1n hand.



I.

0ld Environaents, Restrictions, Customs, and Sanections

Governings the Korean Family

Any one who llved 1In Korea fifteen or twenty years ago,
or by reading learned something of the 1life and customs of
the peo~le, 1s eonsclous that many chenges have taken place
since that time. Thls is perhaps 1in no instance more true
than in rezard to the family life. Here 1n many cases a
very radical evolution, progression, or some think, retro-
gression, has tesken place. In order that we may understand
something of the ¢onditions from which many of the Korean
families are evolving, it wlll te necessary to dilscuss the
Immediate enviromment in which we find them, and then the
relationships, »rivate and publiec, that characterize the
family.

1. Housling and General Domestlc Arrancements- The usual

Korean house of the mMiddle classes consists of three or four
small rooms, elght by elght feet square. The gokpang, or
family room, the anpang, or women's gquarters, the slkpang,
or kltechen, and the sarang, or guest room. However, many of
the homes have neither a general family room, or a guest
room. The kiltchen has no floor except the earth, for the
heating flue being located here, must be on a lower level
than the other rooms. The wallg of these houses are con-
gstructed by plastering a tough mud or slime over a kind of
lattiee vwork of split bamboo, the roofs are usually covered
wilth rice straw thateh, though the homes of the well to do

are covered with tile. The floors are constructed in such



a way as to vnermit of a unique heating system. Flat stones
are laid with tunnels between them branching out from the
kitehen flue and finally converging in one opening to the
outslde of the house where the smoke escapes. No fire is
required except that which is used to cook the meals, Tfor
the heat from the kitchen flue goes under the living room
and heats the stones of the floor which, once heated, will
remaln so for many hours. The guest room, however, may be
heated with a separate flue. The fucl used 1s either brush,
leaves, pine needles, or grazss, the cost 1s only a few cents
a day, and in the country dlstricts can be secured from the
mountains for the cost ol transportation only.

These flat stones that compose the floor are plastered
over with mud and over that is stretched a very tough oll
paper, though in many homes rough grass mats are used. The
Koreans have no chalrs or beds, but 8it on the floor in the
doy time and lie on it at night wilth only a wooden bloek for
a pillow and without mattress, sheets or gquilts. So most of
the rooms are almost devold of furniture, the only exception
teing the chest econtaining the wedding garments and other
artlieles of the wife when she was a bride. On the walls,
however, ars a number oi wooden pegs on whilch are hung many
small family articles,

In the kitchen are the rice not over the flue, a number
of earthenware pots and Jars arranged on the ground around
the wall, a 8tack of small Individual eating tables 1ln one

corner, and the brass eatling vessels arran;ed on shelves



along the walls. When meal time arrives, one oi these small
tables, about a foot high and eilghtecen inches square, .is pre-
pared wlth food for each individual male member of the family,
the women folks eating what may be left in any time that can
be snatched from thelr very exacting duties. The regulation
Korean meal conslists of a bowl of rice holding about a quart,
a small dlsh of kimchi, or pickled turnip or cabbage, a piece
of drled fish, a disih of stewed greens which 1s sowmetimes
only weeds, and a black salty sauce that they slp along wilth
the rices In the richer homes, or wnen a feast ls spread,
there are a great manry meats, candles, cakes, frults, and
other dellcacles, all arranged in a very artistle and ate
tractive manner.

The Korean house usually stands on a very narrow street,
and in a yard twenty Ifive or thirty feet square. This 1s
either inclosed by a wall constructed of stones and mud, or
of broom corn stalks bound together by grass roves. There
is Just one gatite leading from the street into the yard. This
1s usually, though not always In front of the house. 1In the
front yard, just insilde the'gate, may be an outhouse cone
structed much llke the dwellings: house, but wilthout a floor.
This outhouse may contain the store room, stable, plg pen,
and the privy all under one roof, In this latter the human
excrement 1s mlxed wlth ashes and used for fertillzer. An
earthen jar used, as a urinal, often stands right by the
door of the guest rooms Sometimes 1t 1sn't emptled for days

and days, becoming very offensive to a Westerner's sense of



gmell, to say nothing of the unsanitary condition whieh .t
¢reates. In the back yard are a great many earthen jJjars,
containing kimchi, salt, and other foods. Here too is the
well, if the family doesn't use the village well, and strange
to say, flowers, thus making the back yard much mdre at-
tractive than the front.

Koreans under the o0ld regime knew 1little or nothing a-
bout sanitztion, and so hyglenle conditions were often bad
in the extreme. While they sleep, for example, all doors
and windows are closed alr tight, and the room is kept at a
very high degree of temperature. The result is almost constantu
colds and a great deal of tuberculosis. In regard to sani-
tary eonditions in Korea some years ago, M¥rs. He G« Underwood
says: "All sewaze runs into filthy, narrow ditches, which
are frequently storpned up wlth refuse, so as to overflow Into
the street, green slimy pools of water lie undisturbed 1in
court yards and alons the slde of the road, wells are pol-
luted with drainage from solled ap-.arel washed close by,
quantities of decayling vegetable matter are thrown out and
left to rot on the thoroughfares and under the windows oY
the homes. Every imaéinable practice which comes under the
definition of the unhyglenle is common. Even young children
in arms eat green and raw, unpeeled, cucumbers, acrid ber-
ries, and heavy soggy hot bread. They bolt quantitles of
hot or cold rice, with a tough, indigestible eabbage, washed
inditch water, prepared with turnips and flavored with salt

and red pepper. Green frult of every kind 1s eaten with



perfect recklessness of all laws of nature, and with impunity
(and I must say with an average immunity from disastrous conse-
quences) which makes a Westerner stand aghast. The only so-
lution that I have ever reached, and that I hold but weakly,

is that in which according to the law of the survival of the
fittest none but exceedingly hardy specimens ever reach even
early chlldhood, and having survived the awful tests of infancy,
they are able to endure most trials which befall later."l Add
to thls the fact that the Koreans were lgnorant of any scien-
tific use of mediclne and surgery, depended very largely on

the use of wild herbs, maglezl practices, and the use of the
needle for the release of an evll spirit from the body, it 1s
little wonder that the death rate was exceedingly high and

that Whole famllies vere often swept away in a very short

time. |

2. Marriage Customs- As the marriage relation is the basls

of the family, it will be in 1line with our purpose to inquire
into the matter of marriage customs among the Korean peoples
Chilldren of the higher class are usually betrothed at birthy
but so often the record of it is lost and so a new betrothal
has to be made before a marriage takes place. The Korean
marriage age under the old regime was very young, ranging
from about twelve to twenty for the boys and from ten to six-
teen for the girls. There was no such custom as young people

mingling together, so of course there was no courtsiaip. 1In

1Mrs.H.G.Underwood, Fifteen Years Among the Top Knotus,

PRe 132-3,



Tact nelther party had any volce whatever 1in deciding whom
their mate snould be. The parents, through the medlum of a
go=-between, or daysman, would arrange the marrlage contract
some months before the weddlng was to take place. No. money
dowry was glven by the groom for the bride, but a roll of
8ilk and a beautifiul bridechest with brass handles was pro-
vlded by him and sent as a pledge to the iLride's father.
Both In the selection of the mates and in fixing the date
of the marriasge, the advice of an astrologer, or sorcerer
was sought and of course a handsome pricc was paid for 1it.
On the evening before the wedding when the bride's father
sent out the marriage contract to the father of the groom
by a number of men bearing gay lanterns, a company oi men
also with toreches storted out from the groom's house bearing
the dowry of silk for the brides trousseau. When they met
somewhere on tihne way, there ensued a contest for the pose
session of the road. This sometimes resulted in a serlous
fight and even fatal wounding of some of the mene If the
- betrothed girls party was routed, it meant bad luck for her,
but 1f the future groom's party was routed, 1t meant bad
luck for him. In any cace one of them was bound to meet
with 111 luck according to this custom. While this contest
was golngz on, the parents of both slded vere making sacrifice
at the family altar for the future welfare of their children
in thelr new adventure.

arrlage meant emanclpation for the boy. Before that

event he was a2 nobody and had no volce 1n affairs, even 1iI,



to take a very unusual cese, he were rorty years old. A

boy in Korea may be distinguished from an adult by his hat
cnd the menner in which 2is halr is worn. Before marriage,
he wears 1t down the back in a lon plalt so that 1t 1s some=
times difficult to distingulish the boys from the girls. On
the day before the wedding, however, one of his friends shaves
the halr off the crown of his head, leaving only a fringe of
long hair around the edges. These are gathered into a knot
on the top of his head, forming what has become famous in
Xorea-~the top knote. Over this is placed the mangan, or
crovnless skull-czap, a flllet of horsehalr, without wilch

he 1s never seen afterwards. Above thisg is placed a smail
yellow straw hat which must be tled on by a cord passing
under the chin. He 1is now a full fledged sdult and is ever
after addressed ag ¥r. or honorable so-and so. In a few
months he will discard the straw hat by which the peorle
recognize hilm as newly married and will don the regulatiom
black horse hair hat worn by all the men. Thus from being

"a nobody", he has become“a somebody."

A zirl is secluded in the women's quarters of her father's
house from about the age of seven years, according to the
tecciiing of Confucliuse. At marrla-e she passes to the sanme
quarters in the home of her father-in-law, there to be under
the tutelage and command of the all powerful mother-in-liaw,
that she may learn the art of becoming a good housewife and
servant, It 1ls her manifest "destiny", and as it is "custom,"

there 1s usually no complaint. There are no old malds in Korea.



On the day of the wedding, a bridesmaild, one of the
brides girl friends, changes the virginal hair plait to the
colffure of a married woman., The eye brows are pencilled,
mueh of the hair on the temples is pulled out one by one,
the rest 1s reinforced by swiltches to swell its bulg, the
plalts are wound around the hezd, the ends done up in a knot
at the back and fastened Ly a long silver pin. A great deal
of white powder or paste is smeared over the fzce, touched
up with red in the cheecks, and the eye 1llds are sealed tight
together by paste that there may not be even a glimpse at

the groom nor any other men rresent., The bride must malin-

days afterwafd.

The weddling usually takes place at the home of the groom.
When * ¢ auspleclous day has arrived, about an hour before
noori, the groom on horseback and in court dress, goes forth
Irom the house attended by hils father, older brothers, and
near irlends, beairing unlighted lanterns. Two men go before
him, one bearing a white umbrella and the other a wooden |
goose, the emblem of conjugal 1idelity. After awhile thils
processlon returns, the zroom takes the goose from the man,
enter: the house and places it upon the platform where the
ceremony 1s to take place.

The bride comes to the weddling in a palanguin, or closed
chalr. She must come no matter what haprens. The author
remembers an instance on a cold January day when tne themometer

was down to zerc where a young bride froze to death while
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being carried in one of these chalrs to her wedding. She
was willling to meet death rather than break custom and speax
to the men carrying her that she might e made more comforte
able.

The wedding ceremony 1itself is qulte slmple. No license
1s requlred of the government for a marriage, nor must there
be an agent of the government present to perform the marriage
or be a witness to 1t. The parents of the bride and groom
sign a contract, but that 1s not a real part of the transaction.
The groom and bride are placed opposite each other on a raised
platforms 8he bows twlce to her future lord and he bows
four times to her. This "salutation" ceremony alone consgtie
tutes valid marriace. After that if he repudiates her he
cannot take»another wife, though he may form other 1llicit
relations through concubines and otherwise. After the salu-
tatlion, a cup of wine is gilven to the groom who drinks a
l1ittle, The bride tastes 1t, but does not drink.

After the ceremony, in the men's quarters, a wedding
feast 18 served., Of thls the groom may partake sparingly,
but the bride eats nothing, either then or for several days
thereafter. These feasts are usually very costly. That
together with the clothes that are worn by the participants,
cost of transportationete., often amount up into hundreds
of dollars. These thing are considered an absolute necesgsity,
no matter how poor the groom or his parents may be. It is
often true that a man mortgages all that he has and Keeps

himself and famil-- in debt the rest of hils 1life.
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After the bride has been recelved by her father-in-law
and mother-in-law, to whom she bows four times, she returms
to the home of her own parents, her eyellds are unsealed,
and the paste 1s washed from her face. 8Soon after the groom
arrives, but returns to his own home the next morning with-
out the brides. This process ls kept up for several days
and sometimes months, after which the bride is finally taken
to her future home and assligned over to the eare, and many
times the eurse, of her mother-in-lawe. Her husband may
after a few days go away and stay for sometlme, 1t not being
consldered good form for him to pay too much attention to
his new wife, She does not receive, nor does she expect
any demonstration of affection.

The name that was glven to the bride soon after her blrth
by her parents 1s dropred and she is now known as '"the wife of
Mr, so ahd so, " or if there are children, as, "the mother of
so and so." Sillencc and obedience to her husband and mother-
in-law are considered her highest duty. He may treat her with
resﬁect; but never as a companion. It is no wonder that her
life 1s oiften nmiseratvle. And yet there are many happy and
contented Korean wlves. They become conditioned to that,
sort of 1llfe, And indeed, 1t is not without its compensations,
for does not the wife look forward to being the mother of sons,
an almost transcendent nonor amongst Orientals? And too,
there 1s the hope of one day becoming a mother-in-iaw her-
self, when she can be the chlef ruler in the women's gquarters

of the home.


http:retur.as

12

>« Relationships in the Home-- Society in Confucian

countries rests on the Flve lLaws, the Filve Virtues, and the
Five Elementse. Recently a ir. Yi Wung Geung has written

a rezsder for girls and 1n the opening chapter he beging:
"Phe doctrine of men rests on Five Laws, Between father
and son it requires chin (triendship); between king and
courtier, eul (righteousness}; between husband and wife,
pyul (defcrence); between old and young, saw (degree); be-
tween friends, ghin (faith). Allied to these are the Five
Virtues, in, eul, ye, chil, ghim, or love, righteousness,
ecremony, knowledge, falthe These five syllables are pro-
nounced as one word, and all the people use it, the coolle
as well as the statesman, or gifted man of letters. Another
five must be ecalled in and then we have the fifteen that
round out the elrcle. These are the original elements,

metal, wood, water, fire, and earth, keum-mok-su-wha-do,

also a single word in its frequency of applicctlons. The
Oh-ryum (Five Laws), the Qh-sang(Five Virtues), and the
Oh-hang(Five Elements) govern the Korean world of thought.
The Five Elements serve as foundatlon, the Five Laws as
pillars, and the Five Virtues as the firmament above.," 1
(1) The Head of the Home-- It doesn't come within the
scope of our present treatment to consider all of these
relatlonchips, tut we willl take un that of the relation of

man and wife in the home. In thils treatment, the man as the

head of the home will naturally eome first.

1J. 3., Gale, "Korea in Transition," pp, 95, 90.
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The husband, 1f his father is not still 1llving, 1is the
head of the household. As such, he lssuprosed to malintain
the dlgnity of the family. This 1s done in several wayse
First of all, hls word is law In the household. Not only
the servants and children, but all the wivesg and coancublnes
must obey him absolutely. In the well regulated Korean home
there 1s no question about that, but as a matter of faect in
a great many Korean homes it 1s a mere flection and in thousands
of other casesg there 1ls not submigslon wilthout some protest
and a great deal of talk.

Another way 1in which the head of a high class Korean
home maintains the dignity of the family is by getting hime-
gelf recognized as a scholar., He must be a close student
ot gonfuclus, Menclus and other Chinese models, be able to
gquote them on 211 occaslons and to wrilte Chlnese characters
readlly. The Chinese gcholar is looked up to in Korea as
a real gentleman. He may know practically nothing of ge-
ography, llttle of hlstory except Chinese history, and
possess nothing but a long inheritance of debts, yet Af he
knows the Chinese Classics, he 1s "Honorable Sir." Riches
add 1little, if any thing, to hils soclal positlon, espeeclally
if he is a butcher or in some similar calling. Along with
belng a2 scholar the professlon of teaching, or being in a
government posltlon is looked upon as most desirable. Both
of these positlons are usually geered up with hls scholar-
ship. Next to these positlonsg, that of farming is considered
the most honorable, that 1s if a man is able to hire some

onne elae to do all the work.
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This latter is another way in which the dignity of the
family 1s to be maintained. The man of the house, il he
would be a real gentleman, must strut around in his shiny
whilte robe every dzoy and do absolutely no work. No matter
how much his wife has slaved to make his robe white, that
has no bearing on it. He 18 a gentleman because it 1is
white and in splte of her arduous toll. Every one 1n the
household must walt upon him. Even his plpe has such a
long stem that he cannot reach the bowl of 1t, so it be~
comes necessary that a servant light it for him. When he
goes forth on the road, he must not earry any thing heavier
than thelever present pire and fan.

Perhaps the office of highest dignity that the head of
the household performs is that of being high prlest of the
family. On all speelal days he must lead the famlly in
gacrificing meats and other foods before the ancestral
tablet and to the spirits who are su-posed to rule over the
household. This latter service, however, 1s often committed
to a sorcerer or maglclan who are suppose to have speelal
power in congering and ap-easing the evil spirits that might
trouble the family.

Such 1s the husband of the lowly wife. Usually she can=-
not read, even the unmoon, or native seript. Her life is
confined and narrow. What a gulf then there 1s between the
two! They could hardly share each others social world, even
1f they should want to do so. And as long as general con-

ditlons remalin as they are, it may be Just as well that they
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are not expected to live on terms of soclal equality. We
wlll now proceed to describe the Korescn woman and her po-
gsltlion in the home In more detail.

(2) The XKorean Woman and Her Position in the Household--
Perhaps in nothing 1s the influence of the Chinese sage,
Confuclus, stronger than in the status accorded the Korean
woman in the family scheme. Confucius did not recognize
woman as having any moral or soclal exlstence. She was a
nonentity as far as these were concerned. Growlng out of
that Influence, the Koreuns think of woman as occupylng a
very low place in their social 1life.

Women practically have no name. At blrth the parents
ssdve her a2 kind of surname which 1s annlled to her by her
parents, relatives, and close friends, but wnhich at the age
of puberty only her parents can use., To outsiders she 1s
known as the sister of one of her brothers, or by number ir
she has no brothers. After marriagze, she 1s called by the
name of the dlstrict in wnich her husband lives, or if children
are born to her, she 1s usually called the mother of the lasu
child, as "Pak Gamie's mother," or "the mother of the three."
Her husband in addressing her directly, never calls her by
name, but simply says: "yubbo"(look here), and in speaking ol
her to others says: "the inside of my house."

Anmongst the middle and upoer clasges, the woman is kept
very closely in the women's quartersg, beins gllowed to go
forth only when her dutles demand it or on special ocezslons.
In Seoul the capltal, however, there was formerly a rather

gtrange custom in regard to this. Atter the euriew bell rang
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at o Pe e, the wowmen were allowed to roam the streets
freely until a ver,  late hour, all the men being compelled
to stay at home during that time. When the women of the
upprer clasres do have to go on the streets in the day time,
they wear a vell or kind of hood over their faces wo protect
them 1rom any possible gazers, With the lower classes oI
women thesge restrictions are not so severe because their
dutles require that they mingle more or less freely with
men, and also because they havn't as much "face to lose. "

Under the tyranny of these o0ld customs women were nou\
allowed to speak to a man outside the family or well known
nelghbors who were pretty well up in years. Even if an
Intruder should break into the seclusion of the women's
guarterg, and attempt to violate one of the inmates, she
ald not dare to cry out, for if it were known that a man
had been seen in her »rivate apariments, she would be for-
ever disgraced. Even the minions of the law could not come
in to extricate a ¢riminal husband who had taken refuge
there, unless he had committed treason.

A woman was looked upon as the slave of her husband, as the

potentlal or actual mother of hils ehildren, and ag the instru-

ment of his lustiul pleasure.

As hls slave she was Just as much under hls authority
as the slaves of most any age of the world since abject
barbarlism. Grinding toil, especlally in the middle and
lower classes, was her eonstant lot., Practically all the

dutles of the household and garden plot fell to her hand.
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This meant an enormous amount of labor where the machinery,
utenslls, and scores of modern apnpllances were not to be
had. For example, the preparation of a meal Involved the
husking of the rice by pounding it in a mortar, the fanning
away ol the chaff in an oblong basket llke holder, washing
1t and plaeing it in the pot, feeding the I'ire with leaves
or brush for almost an hour, getting the kimehl or pickle
rellsh out of a covered jJar in the backyard, fixing a bhit
of filsh and greens, placing all on the table for the male
members of the famlly to eat, and washing up the vessels
after they have finlshed.

One of the most strenuous tasks that the women have to
perform is that of washing and ironing the clotihes of the
family. Thils washing is done without soap by paddling the
¢lothes on smoothe stones by a stream, or by the village
wells The task of 1lroning is a2 stlll more tedlous one. It
is accompllshed by spreading the garment on a very smoothe
stone and beatling in the starch with two sticks shaped like
a policemants billet. The musi; of these sticks ean often
be heard way into the night, long after the husband and sons
have retired.

Besldes these specilal dutles there are many others con-
nected with the keeping in order of the Korean house. Sew=-
ing for the family, ginning cotton with a erude machine,
spinning it wlth a still eruder one, keeping the house, yara,
and out houses in conditlon, making the garden, and even

doing some of the fleld work in busy seasonse. The well to
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do familles have an "outslde man" to do this latter and to
bring the fuel from the mountain. But it must be kept in

mind that the majority of Korean familles are not in that

class,.

The second major duty of the Korean woman 1s to become
the mother of ehlldren. This glves her a semblance of honor
which otherwise she does not possess. A barren womgn is
looked upon as a pltlable creature. And even 1f she should
become the mother of a number of girls and bear no sons,
her dlsgrace 1s almost as great. In elther of these cases
she 18 often scorned and sometimes heaten unmerclifully.
Under the old reglme in such instanees, she had no reecourse
to law, but had to submlt and grimly bear whatever punish-
ment her husbhand saw fit to impose. On the otherhand, the
woman that became the mother of a number of sons was the
envy of all her acquaintances who were not so fortunate.

In cases where a vwoman bore no sons, it often happenea that
her husband would divorce her and take another. This was
locked upon as a legltimate ground for divorce under the
.teaching of the Confuclan re-ime.

A third positlion of woman 1n 01d Korea was to be the
toy and tool of man's ﬁhims and pleasure, especially thaa
of lust, The Koreans are a passionate people and one reason
for early marrlages 1s that thelr young people "may not rall
into sin." But marriage does not always mean that those
who take the vows are entering on a life of purity. Though

the woman at marriage tokes the wows of chastity and willl be
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dealt wlth rather severely 1if she is discovered 1in nowv
geeping them, the husband 1s hardly expected to be alto-
gether Irec 1rroi loose living. He may have as many coneu-
blnes as he 1s able to support, and llke Solomon, some OI
the rich have a great many.

The kesalng or dancing girl (Japanese geisha), were
very noticeable in numbers around the king!s court and in
the homes of the rich in times of feasting and special
entertainments. Thelr dregss and manner of denclng were
very modest and they were not always unfortunctes. But
usually they were of doubtful character and were considered
to be extremely low 1n the soelal scale. They were always
selected for their beauty, zrace of body, and abillity to
entertaln. Thus they were the toys and slaves of men.

They were not segrezr.ted In houses or certaln gquarters of
the e¢ity, but ezch oﬁe was regurded as belonging to cervain
courts or households. However when they dled, they were
burled in a kind of beggar's cemetery to themselves,

Notwithstanding the above facts concerming women, it
was nossible for them to obtaln a degree of réspect 1f they
were feithful, submissive, and fortunate as to motherhood.
This became more likely as thev advanced in years. By the
time they reached the mother-in-law, or grandmother stage,
there really wag a chance of being almnost "a somebody."

It wac also true that, in spite of the hard lot of the
Korean wife, she accepted her fate patiently and uncomplain-

ingly. And 1f there were few really happy marrlages in
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Korea, 1t may be truly said that there were many contented
ones where the wife was well treated. XNot knowing the
Ireedom and privileges of the Wesfcrn vonan, and being
icnorsnt of the affectlon which Vestern husbands bestow,
she yet took pleasure in her children, her humble home, and
the narrow life of her village which congisted mostly in
gogslping with her women neighbors around the village well,
or at the common washling ground down by the river side.

(5) The Children of the Home--There 1s no evidence ot
either race‘suicide or birth control in Korea. There are
children every where one coes--in the homes, on the streetay,
In the flelds, or on the roads--crowds of laughing, playlingy
scuffling, and oiten times fighting children.,

- Korean parents are very fond of‘their children and try
to take care of them, but they are so ignorant of their
needs and of sanitary and hyglenle conditions that infant
mortaellity is wvery high. Llke the Indlan squaws and all
Orlental women, the mother or older sister carrles baby on
the back, papoose fasihion, until he is well 2ble to walk,
and sometlmes untll he is four or flve years old.

Children under elzht years of age, before the boys and
glrls are separated from each other, seem to be perfectly
normal and usually hap-y 1In splte of the poverty and miserw
able environment in which ther live. Both boys and glrls
usually go stark nazked in the summer time, and hardly have

enough clothes to keep them warm in the winter. The children
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of the lower classes are so otten very dirty and go in an
unkempt condition. Open sores and foul skin diseases are
very prevalent among them. But turning again to the more
pleasant slde of thelr lives, a writer on lile in korea

says concerning the children: "Judging irom the toys ol the
Corean chilldren, and from their many terms of atffectlon ana
words relating to games and sports, festivals and recreations,
nursery storles etc., the 1life of the 1little Kim or N1 must
be a pleasant one."? 0Only to tabulzte the names of all their
toys and games would require many n»ages, S0 only a IeWw are
glven as samples. As to toys- paper pulp effigles of tigers,
tasseled umbrellas, iringed hats, toy charlots, rlags and
drums of officials are a few of those that are popular and
represent In minature the life going on arcund them. As to
games: transfixing with a stick a ring hid in a plle of

sand, running with pinwheels of paper, or a toy windmlll on
the end of a stick, flylng kites, "bring rain,” "playing

dinner," see-saw (chal-pak chale-pak), s game of dabling in

water, domilnoes, "treading the bridges," "the meeting of

the star lovers," and "mouse fire" are s few oI those played.
At seven or elght years of age the gilrls are secluded

in the women's quarters and the boys are placed in the vil-

lage school, if there 1s one and the parents are able to

gsend them. In this school, both tezcher and pupll sit on

the floor, the pupils shouting at the top of thelr volces

as they repeat over and over agaln the names of Chinese

Ym. E. Griffis  "Corea the Hermit Watlon," p. 256
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characters, or repeat whole pages of the Chinese classlics.
The characters must be learned by tongue, eye, and pen, or
rather brush. To0 become real scholars, the whole of the
Classics must be learmed in this way. In addition to that,
they learn the multiplicatlon table up to nine times nine,
the four simple rules of arithmetlic, and how to add, sube
tract, multiply, and divide on the abacus or adding machine.
Very little of any other branch of knowledge was ever learned
in these 0ld Korean gchools. The result was that the Korean
scholar ran to seed in the matter of the Chinese Classles
and so often had little practical knowledge. From earliest
infancy the Korean child is taught to reverence the father
who is suprosed to rule with an lron hand. The son must

be very punetual in saluting the father according to the
Confueclan codes On the other hand the mother, with whom
they spend the greater part of the time, exercises little
control over them. So the training of the usual Korean
child 1s very incomplete, and thus they grow up very greatly
spolled and with 1ittle respect for real authoritye.

The Eorean 1s very anxlous to preserve the family line
through hils sons. He must have sons to sacririce to hils
gpirit when he is dead. If, thercfore, no son 1s born by
his regular wife, he can elther put her away and secure ane
other one, or take on a concubine ag Abraham did in the
case of Hagar, the Egyptlan. Or, falling in this, he may
take one of the sons of hls younger brother, or near rela-
tive, to be hls own. Though in order to be legal, thls

must be reglstered at the office of the Board of Rights.
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As to inheriltance, primogenlture is the rule. Younger
sons may recelve glfts of provnerty according to tneir rank
vhen they marry, but the older son receives the bulk of the
estate. He 13 the head of the family and the younger brothers
must look to him as thelr father when the real father or
grandf-ther are not living.

(4) The Mother-in-law and Other Relations-- Korean re-
lationships are so complicated that s forelgner finds iv
next to impossible to Keep In mind all the various distinctlions.
There is a separate word for older brother and younger brother,
older sister and younger sister, aunts and uncles on the
mother's slde are counted as an entirely diiferent relation=-
ghip from aunts and uncles on the father's side, and there
are distinetlons between an older and younger brother or
sister of the father or mother, a cousin on the mother's
side belng a dirferent relationshlp from the one on the
father's silde ete. One learning the language almost throws
his hands up 1n despalr when he comes to lessons on Korean
relationships.

The mother-in-law (mother of the husband, not of the wife),
13 a personage of very great lumportance in Korea. The bride
usually comes to her new home with a great deal ot trepl-
datlion, for she knows she must be under the tutelage ana
sublect to the every whim of that dreaded personage.

The membershlp of a Korean famlly 1s not complete withe
out mentlon of the "outside man" or musim. He may be a boy
with plalted queue of hair down his baék, Or & Erown mans

Hls dutles are to do the work in the fleld, tring the fuel
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Irom the near by mountegin, and any thing else that hisg
hands find to do. He 1s often seen carrying as much as
400 lbse. on nhis back by means of the Jlkey, or carrying
frames He is usually some poor relative >f the family
and works for hls board and keep, perhaps getting a ftew
ven a year over that to hely feed his own familye.

In spite of genuine affection between parent and child,
there are many factors obtaining that prevent the Korean
household rrom becoming a home in the westerm sense of the
worde. The separation of the chlldren at an early age, the
fact that the mother must stay in the women's quarters and
the father spend most of hls time with his male friends,
is against the unity of the family as we know 1t.

(5) The Wider Relatlonships of the Korean Familye-
Instead of the famlly belng an independent unit as it 1s
in the West, 1t is only the fragment of a clan, a Segment
of the great circle of the kindred. "All the kindred, even
to the fifteenth or twentleth degreey whatever thelr soclial
position, rich or poor, educated or i1lliterate, ofricilals
or beggars--torm a c¢lan, a tribe, or more exaectly, one single
famlly, all of whose members have mutual interests to sustaln.
The house of one 1s the house of the other, and each will
agslst to his utmost another of the clan to get money,
office, or advantage."i

Following the clan 1ldea, they do not live 1n single

houses out in the country as we do in the West, but in

JeS.Gale, "Korea in Transition," p. 106
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villages. Korea is‘a land of small villlages, there being
very few cltles in the natlion. Often a large village is
composed of only one clan or family. Villages that look
very much allke to the forelgner are rated as low, middle,
high ete. by the Koreans,.following the soclal position ox
the elan living there,

80 in Korea there has been this system of Patriarchal
authority beginning with the famlly and finally heading up
in the king, the father of hls people. Individuals had
little recourse or recognition aside from thelr relation
to the famlly and tribe. In social and political relation-
ghips the weople funetioned as a clan or village through
thelr local maglstrate.

So there could be little or no independence of thought
in 0ld Korea. On this subject Dr. Gale says: "Soclety is
8o Interlocked and bound together by the patriarehal system
that, not only 1s independent thought out of the question,
but there is no room for patriotlsm, no room Ior sincerity,
no place for accuracy. Chlef among the many fathers 1is
the father of the family. Then there is the father of the
state, the king, and as the father of the famlly has power
absolute within the limits of his own home, so in state
arfairs the king 1s absolute....... Then there 1is the pro-
vinclal father, or maglstrate. He too within a narrow
clrele 1s absolute, and e¢on reprimand, and order, and be-
rate as he pleases«. Then there is the literary father, the

schoolmaster, once greatly held in esteem, now fallen amia
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the debrels of anclent systems and 1deals. There are many
other fathers, all of whom hold sway within their own spheres.
Such belnz the case, independence of thought or action .18 ouu
of the question." +
But now we turn to a brighter side ot the -icture in the
next section.
II.

New ILibertles, Customs, and Sanctions

We round 1in the mreceding sectlon of thils dlscusslon that
the 0ld Korean soclal order was bullt up on the basls of the
Five Elements, the Five Relatlionships, and the Five Virtues.
Every thing was done in reference to these and 1lndependent
thought was not dreamed of. Ag Dr. Bele says: '"As it was
in the beginning, 1ls now, and ever shall be," was written
over all things Korean......For generations the Korean has
walked by Instinet and not by reasone.....But new condi&ions
and a new world have come erashing into his anclent domain,
end where 18 he?“é And in another paragraph he says: "Under-
neath this social structure with its Qhsang, and its Ohang
great eharges of dynamite are exploding. They have come
about through the opening of the gates, the incoming of
the missionary, and the invaslon of Japan."i A8 uhese things

influenced the natlon 1in general, it was lnevitadble that

;J.S. Gale, "Korea in Transiltion", pp. 113-4
J.5. @ale, "Korea in Transition", pp. 99
5

JeS. Gale, "Korea in Transition", pp. 119
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they should influence the family 1ife of the people. We
will conslder these Influences in a little different order
than that suggested by the above sentence.

l. The Influence of World Civilization on the Korean

Fami

This influence may be said to have begun at the top
and to have simmered downward to the lower stratas of life
in the natlon. The government o1 Korea belng a paternal
monarchy, whatever influenced the government sooner or
later reached every family in the realm. When then was
this 1Influence of outslde natlons flrst felt in Korea?
From anclent times this 1little kingdom had posed as the
"Hermit NWatlon", forbidding all forelgners except Chinese
to set foot on her soll., However, since the beginning of
the Christian era Japan had invaded the country on many
occaslions and forced the settlement of a number of her
natlionals in the land., In 1876 Japan sueceeded in sign-
ing a treaty of friendshlip and éommerce by which these
long barred doors were opened to the world. The United
States of America, Great Britain, and Germany soon followed
her example. Then followed the three fold struggle of
China, Japan and Russia to get the upper hand, culminating
in the Japanese~Rugsian war in which Japan was successfuls.
Little by llttle Japan made further encroachments until
1910, when Korea was annexed outright to Japan. But the
special Influence of thls nation 1s reserved for discussion

in another section.



28

By the beginning of the present century Korea was be-
coming falrly well known to the outside world. Ameriecan
eapital had »nut in electric street cars in the eapital,

.the city of Seoul, and 1n 1901 bullt a railroad from this
clty to Chemulpo, & port on the west coast. This was soon
extended to Fusan on the southern coast and northward to
connect with the trans Siberian rallrocad of the Russian
system. Thus was Korea connected up with Europe and the
outslde world and soon visitors and merchants began coming
from these western nations as sightseers and with commercial
aims 1In vlew,

During the Russlan Japanese War news paper corregpondents
from many landssent the news from Seoul by telegraph and
cable all over the world. The Korean were not slow in real-
1zing the great advantage that wectern clvilizatlon had at
1te disposal, and many of the young and wide awake were
anxlious to put thelr nation 1In llne for these benelits.

And although Korea was known as the Hermit Nation, there

was no speclal prejudlce against foreigners as in China

and Japan. So aéng with thls new awakening came in also
many loperts from other countries--foreign foods, tobacco,
cotton cloth, woolen goods, hats, shoes, and other articles
of clothinge 011 and tobaecco fouhd & more ready market than
any thinz else. The Standard 011 company began to eall
themselves "The Light of Asia" and to manufacture small
glass lamps by the millions to stimulate trade in thnils

commnodity. The British and American Tobacco Company adopted
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a Slogan of putting a cigareuvte in the mouth of every
human being in Asia. S0 there vas a thriving trzae in
that untll Japan made tobacco a government monopoly.

All thesc things had a widespread influence on the
average Korean family. Numbers of the younger men began
to discard thelr long stem plpes and to smoke Amerlcan
or British cigarettes. Instead of Tish oil and the old
eup lamps, closs lanps8,.were uscd with the American oil.
But especlally wao the influence of world civilization
seen In the use of Western or European clothes., This has
Increased to such an extent that in all the large centers,
ag well as many smaller ones, a great many of the young
men wear Buropean clothes, especially hats and shoes, in
many instances retalning thelr other garments. Young
women's clothing too has been greatly modified, though
seldom does one see a Korean young woman in full Westemmn
dress. They wear Tectern shoes and stockings with thelr
own native skirts greatly abreviated. As to halr styles,
the up to date young man or boy either cuts his hair Ae
merican style or shinggles it close llke the Japanese.

As yet, however, & great meny of the people, especilally
the older generatlions, still cling to the top knot, Jjust
as they do thelr own style of dress. The women still wear
theilr hoir mostly the old style, which is not so dirtermnt
from the old style in America. Change to European dress 1s
not only cheapér in the long run, but saves the women a

vast amount of work in washing and ironimge. There is not
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much change as yet in the eatiﬁg and sleeping habits of
the peonle, though the younger generation 1s not averse

to the Amerlican customs here where they are able to follow
them.

To what extent Western cilvillzatlon has intluenced
tamily relationships in the home it 1s yet dirficult to
gaye. The low status of woman and her seeclusion Irom men,
the early marriages of children. the tedious rorms of
children salutations to thelr parents ete., have changed
a great deal, except 1n some very conservstive homes and
communities, Iuch of thls however is due to western edu-
eation and other influences brought in by Japan and the
misslonaries, which is reserved for another topic.

As to the faet that the new world outlook has had a
tremendous Influence on the youth of the land, Reve We Je
Anderson, a migslonary of the Presbyterian Church U. S. a.s
gays in the Christlan lovement 1ln the Japanese Emplre for
1923: '"The present state of mind of the young people in
our.ehurehes is practlecally the same as those outslde.
They are full of 1life, have ambitlons for self-betterment
and the betterment of the church and soclety as a whole,
and a deslre to becoxe a part of the world soclety. In
fact there 1sg practically nothling in the world society of
which they are not eognizant and for which they do not
erave if it 1s within the bounds of decency, and aeccords
with thelir religidus scruplese They wish to improve their

personal appearance and dressy to make thelr homes real



homes and not just places in which to eat and slecpyeecs..

and to raise the standard of living in every way." 1
Another factor influencing the 1ife of the moaern

Korean famlly 1g that of the press. Scores of news papers

with world connectlons not only spread the news of the

world dally over the land, but discuss political, economie,

and soclal problems designed to be of beneflt to the thousands

who read themes And though there may be a great deal of un-

wisdom in these, there 1ls also much that 1s good, and at

least they set the people thinking along the llnes ol progw

ress and general betterment.

Another educatlonal agency somewhat aklin to this 1s the

thousands of Young Mens Progress Clubs that have sprung up

in the land. The stimulus that prompted these young men to
form these e¢lubs arose very largely from a knowledge of what
i8 going on in other nations. These clubs have been of
great beneflt to the young, for they not éonly dimuss problems
that have to do with soéial progress, but sttempt to apply
them in a praetical way. One ot the tiings they do 1s to
teach destitute and 1gnofant children the three Rs, in
places where they do ndt have an opportunity to attend
school. They are therelore, not only a leavening agency
for the welfare of ramillies already established, but also
Tor those who are to be heads of familles in the future.
There 1s now running in the magazine “Asia' a story by

a Korean who came to America to finish his education. He

1 "Dhe Christian liovement in the Japanese Bupire", 1925,p. 495


http:l.gnora.nt

od

18 glving hils impression of American life and the iniluence
of Western educatlon on his own people. Todey there are
hundreds of Xorean students in Japanese, American, English,
German andAother universities. What they are thinking will
have a far reachling influence on the thlnking and customs
of many Korean famllles o1 the futures. But to revert uo
the article in the "Asia', and incident in this story shows
also the great influence oI the West on the relation of

the sexes. Under the old reglme there was no courtlng, or
even talking of young veople together. In tnls story,
however, the athor while on a train in Japan, 1alls in

love with a fair young lady and belfore the end of the
Journey he 1s ecarrylng her baggage and conversing with hers
He also relates by way of eontrast in this connection the
marriage of a beautiful cousin, accordinzg to the old ecustom,
1o a man whom she had never seen and could not love. Soon
after this the young man's father trles to marry him ofr

in the same way, but he rebels and runs avay, iinally
reaching America where he continued his eduecation. Thirty
years apo he could hardly have committed a more serious
offense. Thils goes to show that old family sanchions are
breaking down and that new liberties are taking thelr place,
The world 1s moving on and 1t's civillzation is breaking

in on the family of the Hermit Nation.

2. Japanese Influence on the Evolution of the Korean

Family
Although Japan, When she came into possession ol the
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country in 1910 had soved Koico from noseible absorption
by €hina and oppresclon by Russla, yet the majoraty of the
people felt that it was out of the fryin, pan into the [ire
for thelr little natlon. From anclent times Japan had, by
invasion and the committing of depredations against the
Koreans, made themselves objects of hatred. On thls point
Dr. Arthur Judson Brown has to say: "We should frankly
recognize Ifrom the outset that the Japanese were hanaie-
gapped in Korea, not only by chaotic conditions that
prevailed, but by the faet that if domination by some
forelgn rower was lnevltable, the Koreans would have been
better nleased if that —ower had been some other then
Japan. The two nations had been hereditary enemies for

a thousand years. Jaranese invaslons had been numerous
and the cne in 1592 had wrought such devastation that
Korea has been a wretched and dilaridated country ever
since., Arter hils observent Journcy through the Far Zast,
Lord Curzon wrote: I'The national race hatred between ihe

Koreans and Japenese wag, and is, one of the most striging

phenonmena in contemporary Korea.'" i

In justification of Japan's occupation, the same author
gays: "And rirst, we shiould bear in mind considerations that
have been mentioned before, and that will bear repetition
as fundamental factors in the situation, namely: that the

Japaneses Justifiecation Tor takins Korea lay in the ines-

1 Arthur Judson Brown,"The Concuest >f the Far East!

PP« 941=342
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capable facts that if Japan had not occupied the peninsula,
Russla would nave done so; that Japan's national safety
would have been imperilled by Rusclan occupation; that
Japanese ascendancy was far better for the Koreans than
Russlan ascendancy viould have been; that the Korean govemm-
ment was so honelessly rottem and the conditlion of the
country so pitiable that there was no »ossibility of politi-
eal regeneration from within; and that the interests both
ot Korea and of other people concerned made it imperative
that Japan should undertake the work of reconstruction." &
Consldering the Japanese influence on the Koreans Irom
the politlceczl view rolnt, there were several faetors thatu
ravored the Japanese 1n theilr acknowledged policy of Japa-
nlzing the nation. In the flrst place, there had for a
long time existed a Japanese party among the Koreans who
had qulte a following, and so it was not surprising that
many were ready to look with favor on the Japanese oc~
cupation. Another factor is, that those in authority in
any government have the natural advantage of prestige and
80 are able to impress and to a great extent mold the
customs and hablis of the people by settlng the patterns
for them to follow, And although the government has never
attempted to force any soclal custom on the people, there
have been az few who have adopted the patterns set by those

in authority, elther because they thougnt it might give

lArthur Judson Brown, '"The Conquest of the Far East',

PDe 34T-343
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them soclal prestlge among the neoples S0 in the capital

and some other large centers where there are a great many
Japanese, we find a2 not iInconsiderable number of the younger
Koreans adopting many of the Japranese customs as to houslng
rood, clothing, 4nd other domestic arfairs. iore often,
however, although there is a great deal of adoption of
Japanese customs in publlic dealings, when it comes to their
own homes, they follow thelr own domestic custcms.

From a purely soclal st-ndpoint also there is a rfaetor
that facllitated the influence of the Japanese on the customs
and manners of the Korean family. And that 1s the faect that
many ol the Japanese famlly customs are very similar to that
of the Korean because they both originally came Ivom Chinae
This 1is true of marrlage customs, reverent salutations of
children to thelr parents, eating on an indivadual table,
eating wilth chop sticks, leaving the shwoes outside when
entering a room. This is not due entirely to Chinese
Iniluence, but also to the fact that Japan originally re-
celved much of her civilization from Xorez.

Refering a-cin to the 0litical phase of the matter,
one things thet is now destined to have far reaching inilu-
ence on the future of the Korean fanily, is the Japanese
regulation as to tie marriage age. Whereas, under the
old Korean rezime, 1t was possivle for mere children to
marry, the »nresent law 1s that the glrl must be sixteen
and the boy elghteen. There must also be a recording of
the marriage with the civil authorities, the result belng
that 1t is not so easy to discard wilfe or lhusbind and take

another.
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Japanese custom hog also had some inlluence in weagen-
ing the 0ld Koresn habit o1 Senarating e s¢Xes, ana not
zllowing taem to have zny social ilatercousrse. And while
the 1ree manner of the wWest in which youny peocunle minglie
together withoutv much restriction 1s frowned upon, even
by Japan, yeu much more Ifrecdom 1s allowed here tian lormer-
ly+ A28 the people hove bein gepu 80 tight unacr the old
customs, however, even gz umeasure ol Ireedom along that line
haes often proved disastrous and led vo asoral uragedy. It
1s like admitting the light too suddendly to the tender
pﬁpil of an eye that har long been blind, btut a0V cured.

Anong the beneiits to the Koreans, and, thereiore, to
the Korean family, is the estoilishing o1l com-etent courts
and pollice force tor protectlon of person and property in
place of the old scheme of otficlial whims and greed; rfa-
cllitating transportstion by bullding roads, rallroads,
and govermment ships; of communicstlon by telephone and
telegraph; fixing 2 stable currency; establisning a com=
mlisslon on lands and boundaries; =aiforestation of bare
nillsides; establishing of model agricultursl statlions
ror the encouragement ol better farmins; establishing of
cgoverament nospitals and general sanitary measures; the
building of w»ublic vorks, encouraging industries such as
growlng ﬁulberry trees and raising sillk worms; the e€s-
tablishiing of juvenile courts, and the act forbidding the

gale of iIntoxlcating ligquors to minors,.
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The benefits of Japanese educstion to the younger
members of the Korean family deserves a more extended treat-
ment than that given to the tnings listed aboveys The 03d
system of Xorean educatlon was very inadedquate and reached
only a few of the male sex, leaving out the gzirls alto-
gether. The Christlan Church immedlately laid jplans for
education in a limited vway when it began work in the land.
That, however, will be touched on in ancther part of this
pPapser,

There 1g 1llttle doubt that the educction of young
Korea 1s Japan's majJor problem., But they have attaeked
it with great coura:e aﬁd deternination. For sometime
they have been vorking toward establishing Primary and
Grammar Schools in every offlclal District, Higher Common
Schools in the larger towns in the County, Hi:h Schools
In the Provinclal towns, and all heading up in a great
Universlty in Seoul. And berore thls 1s completed, they
encourage a large numnber of students to attend the Imperiali
University in Toklo. In thils system of education, girls
are given a part as well zs the boys which is a great
torward step In the Far East. Nost of the subjects thav
are taught in the West are also taught here, Engllish
being greatly emphasized, Ior every young Korean or Japa-
nese 1s very eager to learn English,

One unfortunzte thing for the Koreans, however, is
the fact that vractically all the subjects are taught in
the Jrpanese lansuzge, 1t being the officlal natlonal

lansuz e of Korea, an attempt bein: made to do away with
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the native language, and attempt that will prove futile
if history means anything. But that 1s a part of the
Japanese pollcy of assimilation.

By means of modern education the ycung Korean has a
world wlde outlook, Tut one oi the sad things that hapgens
in the famlly 1s that it often creates an impassable gulf
between him and hls old father when the latter is a Con-
Iuclan scholar of past generation type.

Although Japan insists on the separation of education
and religion, Emperor worship is taught, and on certain
oc¢caslonsg the students are foreed to bow to the Emperors
plcture. Ancester worghlp is also taught and: "A text
book oh ethilecs, 1ssued by the government for use in z2ll
gschools, includesg among its 1llustrations three Koreans
prostrating themselves before the graves of thelr ancestors,
on Which there are sacrificial offerings. The accompaning
text reads:

LESSON 17 - ANCESTORS

'These persons have swept the grave clean, and prepared
and set out 1in order the various kinds of sacrifices.

It will not do at all for any one to neglect the saeri-

fices to his ancestors.'" *

In spite of these things, however, the new education
provided oy Javan 1is a great boon to young Koreae.
There are, howvever, some distinctly evil influences

upon the Korean famlily brought in by the Japanese regime.

lArthur Judson Brown, "The Conquest of the Far East", pp. boo-of
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One of these 1s the socizl evil. The Japanese people
have heretofore in thelr own country regardieé& rather
lightly this evil and have glven over a large area of
their cities to the license quarter. Dr. Arthur Brown
says on this point: "Although improvement has been made
in recent years, lic:ntlousness lg still regarded as a
rather venlal offense, and 1t involves less reproach to
men and women than In any other country in the world
whieh lays élaim to clvilized standing. Ten and three
tenths per cent of the children are illigitimate.ceese
In old Japan, the young girl willing to sell herselt to
a life of shame to relieve the noverty and distress of
parents would be considered virtuous, bécause 1lial
plety was reg-rded as a higher virtue than personal
chastity." +

Although there was a great deal of lmmorality in
0ld Korea among the rich who were able to arford coneu=-
bines and dancing girls In comnectlion with thelr es-
tablishments, houses of profeszional prostliutes were
not known, With the Japanese regime came this insti-
tution to demoralize the youny 1llfe oI Korea and to
bring misery and disease into tens of taousands of homes.
llany Japanese Christlans and some high officials are
laboring to do away with this evil, e it said to their
praise.

Another evll winked at by the Japanese which affects

1
Arthur Judson Erown, "The Conquest of the Far East,pp.

3768
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the Korean family is that of the mornhine and oplum habit.
The lmportation and sale ol these 1s contrary to the Japa-
nese law, but 1t is not enforced, for toth the Chinese and
Japanesc smuggle 1t in and peddle it out emont the people,
To quote ageln from Dr. Brovn: "The trarfic 18 contrary to
Japanese law, but is conducted more or less openly by Japa-
nese, especlally 1n the country districts, wheére peddlers
spread the morphine and opium hablts amony multitudes or
Koreans. ...... Thousands of Koreans are learning the use
of the mornhine syringe irom these Japanese venders, and
as they are llke children in the indulgence of their appe-
tites, the evll has pgrown to serlous proportions. Every
hospital in Korea novw has to treat opium and morphine
flends. It so often happens that the one on whom the
1amily 1s dependent for support falls a vicﬂim and thus
is the family brought to dlre poverty and it may bhe to
beggary."l

The pollcy of the Japanese government 1n Korea 1s one
ol complete assimllation of the Korean people. In 1910
Visount Terauchl in his "Instructions to the Japanese
Residents in Korea', said: "The aim and -urpose of the
annexation 1s to consolidate the bonds of the two countries,
removing all causes for the ter:ltorlal and national dise
c¢riminations necessarilly exlsting as separate powers, so
a8 nerfectly to promote the mutual welfare and happiness

of the two neoples in general, Consequently, shoula the

lArthur Judson PBrown, "The Conquest of the Far East}

p. 390
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the Javanese people regard it as a result of the conguest
of a weak country by a stronger one, and speak and act
under such 1llusions in an overbearding and undigniried
manner, they would go contrary to the spirit in which vhe
present step has been takendie.ece.......¢. Let them always
bear in mind that they are our brothers and treat them
with symnathy and friendshiDe......."1 In pursuance‘of
this policy of assimilation, the Imperial Government 1in
1916 gave sanction to intermarriages by betrothing Princess
Nashimato, a daughter of a Prince of the Imperial family,
%o Prince Yi Jr., who was Crown Prince of Korea when hils
elder brother was Emperor. The wedding took pléee Jan.
2l, 1919. In commenting on this Dr. Brown says: "With
the encouragement of such an example, marrlages of Koreans
and Japanese are becomin: moré frequent than formerly.
It is doubtful whether such unlons will become general,
at least for a considerable period, for the rather matter
of faet reason that Japanese men aeem theilr own country
women far more attractive and congenlal than Korean women. .
«eeesfhe average Japanese considers himself superior to
the Korean and with reason ect,."©

It is perhaps natural for one who was in Korea only a
few m:nths to make a statement llke that, but the fact 1s
that the two people are of the same race and cannot dis=

tinguish one another when dresced in the same manner. Ia

1
Arthur Judson Brown, "The Conquest of the Far East",p.s6y

2Idem, pp. 567-368
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the magazine "Asia" for larch, 1931, Lr. Younghill Kang,
a Korean, relates how while a student in Japan he was
travelling on the train one dey and thoucht a young
Korean girl was a Javpanese irl because she had on a
Japaneses kimono and spoke Japanese. Ly own personal
experience in Korea 1is that there 1is such a deep seated
hatred of the Japanese by the Koreans that there will
practlically be no marriages between them for severzl
generations. Any immediate change, then, 1in the conda-
Rion ol the Korean ramily will not come 1rom that source.
But the constant exampnle of those in authority anda the
Japanese education of the youth of Korea zlong lines or
Japanese culture will inevitably have a strong influence
in changing the Korean tamily of the tuture.

5+ The Influence of Chrilstianity on the Korean Family-

The general iniluence of Christianity on the social
condition of the HXorean —eople is reflected in the writ-
ings of eminent authors as they have viewed the situation.
We quote first from the books ot two Koreans who urote in
English, Dre Henry Chungs, and Dr. L. G. Palke Dr. Chung
mages the statement: "The present dasy Korean 1s awakenea
under the gulding influence of Western culture and Chriuist-
lan t:terzzocracy."“.L Dre Pailk says: "The rapid growth of the
Christian communities, the early naturallzation ol Christi-
anity in the Korean environment, and the far reasching .in-

Iluence of the religlion on the thoucht and lire of the

lHenxy chung, "The Case of Kores'", p. 57
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people, have been & marked achievement."d And again he
says: "The establishnent of the Protestant llssions .n-~
Tfluenced the nation in many ways. It Iurthered & better
understanding of tne West by imparting a knowled ¢ ol the
superlor material science, and the trustwortny and up=
right charocter of the Westermers. Tne introduction of
Western eduecztional methods was also useful....The es-
tablishment of schools for girls and women was a dlse
tinctive contribution. The 1ldea of institutionagl philan-
thropy was introduced through the -ospltzls 2nd orphanaiesse.
« s JAnOther monumental erfect.... Wae the revivel ol thne
Korean script. The Korcan alrhabet should have been one
of the best Instruments in the historr of Korean culture,
but scholars had deséised 1t and had substituted for 1w
Chlnese chriccters,"c

I we analilze thls general influence, whnich must soon-
er or later aifect the Tamlly lire, we Iind at least ITour
ways in vhich 1t 1s relt, rirst of all we may note the
influence of the truths ¢f ile Curistian religlon az they
bring atout wmoral procitices in tae lives of the peoples
ror examnle thls rreeticzl efiect 1ls seen in the testlimony
of some Koreon farmelrs who apnecred one acy In the study
O Hev. Hoe Ge Undervood and &sxed him 11 he had sny thing
vo do with the Christiazns In Halngs Ju? On his replying

in the arfirmative, these rarmers said: "lell, we should

lL.G.-aiK, "Jistory oi Protestant isclons in Korea',

Ps. &

Poud
Idem, ppe. 152-152
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lige to bur the Dbooks thwi tench the doctrincs uthey are
wracticing there, we want to lezrn that doctirine in ouw

villare t00. "t

Again this some author records in regard
to a question which was asked an unbeliever: **Do you
belleve also?" '"Oh, no," was the reply, "These Christians
srend thelr time and money doins good to others, I must
3o for myself, I cenn-t arford to —ractice this doctrine.'"<
And scain another one ig asked: ¥4:hen wny do you not be-
lieve? The reply was, “"0Oh, I sell liquor, that is my bus-
iness, I connot do that ana be & Christian ' '~

A gecond element in the influence of Christianity
thet 18 greatly afrecting the Korean familx 1s that or
medicine, surzery, and sanitatlion brousht in throush the
means of I'lssion Doctors, clinics and hospltals. We nave
alrecqy spoken of the work of the J-panese in this rield,
tut the llissions had 2lre.dy established the majority of
their hospltals and clinics before the Japanese begun to
do anything alonz tils line.

The Koreans of the old reglme had little or no know-
ledse of medlcine and healing. They looked upon dlsgease
as poszes-lon by an evlil splrit and whicl must be releasea
irom diseaged portion of the body. This they attempted
to do by the injectlon of the ¢him or needle and by the

use of certsin magical rites. OCiten the ofrlce ol wediCine

Lirs.H.G.Undervood, "Fifteen Years Among the Top Knots“,
Do 183

gldem, p. 189

Jlden, p. 159
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man and magiclan were comblned in one person. II his in-
cantations and esoteric rites were not successful in driv-
ing the splrit away, he would then inject a neeale,often
dirty and never sterilized, in the most reckless manner,
causing much suffering, and serious results sometimes
following.

Something of the general ignorance of sanltatlon ana
hyglenic conditions may be rezllzed from the following
guotatlon trom Dr. Arthur Brown. He says: "The comuon
people knovw nothing of sanitation. They throw garbage
and offal on the ground and leave 1t to breed every kind
or zymaﬁle abomination. They east all slops Into an open
trench beside thelr huts. The trench ends a few yards from
the house and the filth seeps Into the soll, often near
wells trom which drinking water 1s drawn. Open ditches
along the sades of the strects bewme choked with refuse
and form pools of filth, in which mangy, gquarreling dogs
prowl for fefuse, and the scaven er hog wallows. In the
hot, wet months of July and August, a Korean city becomes
a steamlng cess-pocl of malodorous slime.

In s»ite of suspiclions and aeep seated superstltions,
medical misslions had a wonderiul success from the first,.
The first Protestant missionary, Dr. Allen (loo4), was
asked by the Korecan government to take charge o1 the gov-

ermment hospital along with his missionasy work. This

Larthur Judson Brown, "The Conquest oi the Far East',

PP 46-47
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ls doubtless one secret of the succesc that attended
mission medical practice from its incipiency. Here was
an Influence that would snread rapidly rrom the very
highest famlly 1n the land to every other one, no mat-
ter how low it might be. In fact Dr, Allen was able to
save the 1ife of the Prince, ¥in Yong Ik, who had been
the vletim of an assasin's knife. Dr. Pailk says of thils
incident: "The reward was gratifying, for the specto-
cular exhlbltion of Western skilll won the confldence of
the court and paved the way for open missionary labor. "+
By the beginning of the new century, the Methodist
Episcopal and Presbyterlan lilsclons had established hos-
pltals and medical dlsn»ensaries in almost every important
center in the land, besides two leper hospltals which
have done so much in curing scores of lepers and arreste
Ing the dlsease in huhdreds of others by the use of chaul-
moogra o1l. Ry 1924 there were 24 migsion hospltals
ministering to the todles ot tens of thousands of individu~
als and bringing health and hapriness to a vast number
of Korean familles. The general influence of the medical
work on the thought and lives oi the people was helghtenea
when the cholera outbreak of 1894 called fort: speclal
devotlon on the part of the missionary force. Concerning
this incident Dr. Pailk records: "They tolled indefatigably

for the sick ond dying, performing offices from which the

l1.6.Palk, "History of Protestant issions in Korea",p.94
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bravest Koreans shrunk, exposing themselves without stint,
and savins hundreds of lives," £ And concerning the same
incident lirs. H.G.Undervwood has to say: "ALl these recov=
erles made no little stir in the city. Proclamations were
posted on the walls telling people there was no need for
them to die whem they might go to the Christian hospital
and live. Pe ple who watched migcionaries working over
the sick night atter night said to exch other: How these
foreirners love us! Would we do as much for our own kin
as they do for strangers?"e

But perhaps more widesnread than this by product of tne
vedical work, was the influence of the tezching or the Doc=-
tor and his stotf of helrers and nurses ac to general hygi-
ene and sanitation, In almost every annual Station Bible
Class where men and vomen cane in from all over the country,
the foreign Doctor or some of his staff would lecture on
sanitation and hyglmne, This with thie 1niluence ol the
patlents returning home from hospltsl and clinic has haa
a far reaching erfect on the genersl ecleanliness and san-
ltary conditions of thousands of Xorecan homes.

A third great tactor 1n the evolution of the Korean
ranily trought In by Chnristian lissions 1is that of edu-
cation. Since the early eilrntiles Korean students have
teen anXlous for Western educatlion. And the government
1n 1851 sent commissions on education end students to

Japan and China. "In the spring of 1885 the xing of Korea

LT,4GePaik, "History of Protestent illssions in Korea';pen03

2 i ’ ,
LTS « He Go Underwood, "Fifteen Years Among the Top EKnots",p.l144
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requested General Jom Eaton, the Commissicner of Edue
catlon of the U.5. 1o nominate three young umen competent
to teach in the government school., The ciaolce fell up-

on George We Glilmore of Prainceton, D. A. Eunger of Oberiin,
and He B. Hurlburt, of Dartmouth. The school did eflec-
tive vork and turned out men useful in government service,
but did ot prosper cg 1t deserved on account of peculat=-
ing officials diverting the funds to thelr own rravate

use .t

A1l the

e

lssions founded both Boys and Girls schools
almost from the first and these have finally headed up
in two A class colleges, the Union Christian College of
Pen;g: Yang and the Chosen Christian Colleze of Seoul, boe
side two Theologilcal Scminaries, om of the Xethodist and
one of the Presbyterian denominations. Founding of &chools
for girls was a2 new step for Korea, but one that has be-
come very pownular and a mighty 1orce in the emancipation
of Korean womanhood. The first girls school was founded
in 1386 by the N. Presbyterian Misclon and was named EWa
Haktang, or Pearl Blossom Ingtitute, by the queen o1 Korea.
It is hard to ovemestimate the inrluence of the education
of the glrls of Korea on the Iuture homes of the landae

The aims of education in Korea have not been merely
literary and cultural, but industrial and practical as
wells Kev. Ce Go Hounsnell of the S. Ilethoaist Iission

aeclared in 1906 that Xorea "needed an education that

i1,.G.FPaik, "History of Protestant liissions in Korea', p.i18
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will save her young men: an education that will purify and
strengthen the will, insplire the heart, and tezch them how
to do things."l He agreed with Baron TeHe Yun that Korea's
need was industrial eduecatvicn. OQut of these intentions
grew the Anglo=Korean Industrial School of Songdo. And
now all the :isslons elther have industrial schools or
teach the industrial feature in connection with their reg-
ular iiterary schools. The iniluence of both these types
of school on the roung lire of Korea and on the tuture
Tamily 1is doubtléss incalculable. Both young men ana
women alter learning through the schools something of
world thought and ot home conditions existing in other
lands, will not be content vd th thelr own homes, but will
demand changes in many things.

The educational value of the home jife of the mis-
sionaries themselves has not becn without its influence on
the famlly 1life of the Korean e€o_.le. (Concerning this pr.
L. Ge Palk says: "Mission work must not ana aoes not suop
with instructlon in class rooms, healing in hospital wards,
Sunday preacning, and the administration of religlous
ritess A m;ssionarie's life and deeds are the most im=-
portant part of his work, I1or preaching by deeds is more
effective than woras. By their wnolesome 1amily life ot

love and mutual respect, the early misslonarles to Korea

lC.G.Hounshell, “Christian Education tor Korea', The

Korea lission Eield; VOl.Li, NOe+t, 1906, ppe 7L-T>
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won the admiration oI the people. This fair qealing in
business matters such a8 the purchasing of real estate,
proved thelr upright character and trugwworthinesSeecess
eves It Was in the davs when the misslonaries did nov
have the liberty ot rreaching, but the Christian homes
and Christilan lives cxerclsed thelr sweet iniluence, ana
good was accouiplished in waysvand by means oi which the
misclonaries had never drecmed.''t

There is a tourth iniluence oi the Chrastian reglme,
perhaps growing out oi the first one we mentioned, but
so importanv as Lo deserve senarate treaiment, A4and that
is the Chrastian princlples of love, 1reedom, and equailty
a8 they have to do with the svatus of woman. We found that
in the old Xorean attitude and way of living woman usUally
occunled a vsry low sphere. She was elther the toy or the
tool of the .wmle, and consecguently hils slave. puu unuer
the iniluence oif Christian beliel that 1s being changeu
in thousands of homes.

This may be well 1llustrated in a guotstion thau Dr.
Gale marges Irom Dre. George Hebcr Jone$, who Was 101 many
years a lissionary to Korea under the liethodist Episcopal
Church. He says, quoting In turn tre words of a Christ.an
Korean vonen: “'Before Christ come into our home] said one

ol our nativ: Chrastian women, *l never knew wnat it was

+L.GeFaik, "History of Protestanvu iilssions in Korea',

PPe A4d=14h
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LO €at & me-rl in thne swue room witn my husbana. 18 meals
vwere served Lo him in the sarang (guest room), while I haa
mine on thne earth iloor oif the kitchen. He always spoke

vOo me in the lovecst grod. of servant talk ana orten callea
me by insuiting nates. Someltinmes waen e Was angly or
drunk, he used to beat me, and m life was miserable as Thau
of most of ~il the neathen Xorean women. Ifut aovW that
chirist has come into our hearus everything is chaanged.

Iy husbond hes nobt stiuck me once since he becdule o CArlst-
tan. we have our mezls and Dreyers togetier uow in

vhe gorang ana he alware cadresses me In a Xindly manner.

The past was a had dream, Tthe oresent 1s a roretaste orf
. e
negven. "

1 Lhere nave DE. 1 CONYerencds &.0un~ ..18510nal’les

-t

Thouo
and Koréan ¢hristians on social crotlens, the wnite slavé
tratilc, and the living wage ect., 28 yebt very little
direct social vworli: las becn done. This is freel: admithted
in the report of a soclal survery receutly made 51 the
country. In that resort there oeccurs tlhic following lan-
cuage: “Still it tust be odidbted taat along social lines
work nas becn haphazard and desultory ratner tiheza intel-
lizent ana Symgatnetic.“c ne truth is thet the various
Ciristian :iissions have becn so overwhelued witn the mag-

nitude of trne tosk of ¢haristianizing the —-eople, thav they

17 .Se50L1e, “Korea in Transition', p. 74

‘:nn - - 3 * 4 d M
Chirastlian _ovement 1In the Japanese Emplire', 1924, p.dic
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nave hed very 1ittle time ror t:is grest work of soclale
ization wiich all admit to be of very nigh la-ortz.ce.
Vet 1t must be sald thot through the medicsl planto,
schocls, and even in thae work of direct evengilizataion,
mueh has Tteen accomnlished wihich, thsush it is not called
Ly the name soclal, has nevertucless bewn real social
SEYrVLCE,

As to tne future ol the Korean ramlly, thne outliook

-

1s homeiul., But it must Le aanitted that there is = long
long way to go before there will Te any ap reciaple attain-
ment to Vestern standoards of life. 1D one takes a cross
sectional view or Korean lamilles at tne precent time, he
x;ll find that a few are aprnroaching the Japanese coneepew
tion of the ramily and 1t's life, others are trying to
pattern after the Western ramily l1life but lersely lgnorant
of the zoral »rincinles that uaderiie the est.rn 1aea of
he family, and still others are trying to app,ly tnose
principles by a trial and error method that may result in
sometning dirferent irom the family 1life of the West buu
mey alter all bec the best pattern for the Orientv. Bul uie
ma jority of the ramilles in Korea azre still holding on to
most of the old manners, customs, ana beliefs that vhey
have held dear throuzh thousanas ol 7years. As to the
I'inal outcone, we cannot dogmetize, but can only Wait, WOrk,

and hope for the Dbest.
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