Diversifying an Economy: Tourism and Recreation on the Russell Fork

O ® . . .
UNIVERSITY OF Presenter: Shaunna Scott, Jessica Horohov, Jared Friesen, and Brichelle Love
K NTUC \ Department of Sociology,
seeblue University of Kentucky, Lexington, KY
Elkhorn City at a Glance Need for Greater Community Involvement Community-University Partnership
“The river is our lifeblood...” Between August 2012 and March 2014, 130 residents of Elkhorn . . . .
_ J Demographics City were surveyed and 21 residents were interviewed. The Elkhorn City Heritage Council collaborates with faculty

students, and staff from several universities, including the
University of Kentucky and Eastern Kentucky University. In 2012,

 Population: 964 (2013 est.)
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* Median Income: $19,653 (2010) Involved in Community Community Involvement the ECHC approached EKU to consult about the town’s community
e 25% of Residents are over 65 2% 404 development initiative. Both EKU and UK became involved In
11% assessing challenges and opportunities for adventure-based

recreation in the region, interviewing Elkhorn City residents and
visitors, leading workshops on grant-writing, and in the spring of
2015 conducting an oral history project in Elkhorn City.
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Elkhorn City is a rural town located in Pike County in Eastern SIS Sy
Kentucky which aspires to develop their ecotourism and Graph 4. Attitudes Toward
community. Over the past 16 years they have taken steps to 0o Selected Economic
. : . Development Strategies
expand adventure tourism on the Russell Fork River, obtaining Graph 3. Does Resident 7 4 i
their “Kentucky Trail Town” certification, and revitalization of Know About the 80 W 85.8 86.5
their community. These three steps embody the three assets of Development Plan for 7007 74
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the community including the river, the trail systems, and the 60 -

community itself. The community has created plans for each of
these assets. Through these plans the community hopes to
create a diverse and participatory economy that will create and
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Throughout the years of working on the development for . ) ® e ]IS os |24 * Elkhorn City’s Story™ oral history
tourism they have accomplished many of their goals such as: A A project with UK students
conducting visitor and resident surveys, forming community C & Y » Increase community & youth

task forces, focusing on community economic planning, > T involvement
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becoming a certified “Trail Town,” completing a “Walkable e Infrastructure improvement
Communities Inventory™ and participating In grant writing Understanding the Graphs  Add whitewater recreation to

\t/v;)rrnksr:or?s.fTrhfhs i ? thc;mplllsEkI\Ir(r;]eor:tr? g?tv ¢ helped build up long Understanding how power functions within the participatory Flanagan Dam mission
R 01 The TUHIE 0 Y development process allows all voices to be heard among researchers,  Resident workshops on social media
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Participatory Action Research commu n!ty organlzatlons,_an_d_m_argmallzed groups within the | fundraising and oral history archiving
community. Because of this It IS Important as researchers to avoid Aok o
Participatory action research seeks to empower people rather than prescriptive writing or action: However, If particip_atory _action cknowledgements
B mphasis on pysical infrastructure and technology. RS e e LN LI OD LU ISR SE Sa Thanks to Elkhorn City residents and visitors, students and faculty of the
surveys, this information should be shared with community development |

University of Kentucky, Eastern Kentucky University, Virginia Tech
University, and Cal State Polytechnic University, Pomona.

“In participatory research, community members are understood organizations as they move forward with their strategies. The research
to be active, knowledgeable agents who can understand issues, that has been conducted by faculty and students from EKU and UK

develop research questions, and collaborate in data collection suggest that over half of the community reports being uninvolved in the
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