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Lans

Text.~ "Go nome to thy friends, ana tell them
how 3reat thinds the Lora hath done for thee."™ -k,

There are # sz=®* many people today who are lons-
ing for some srand sphere in which to serve Joi1. If
they could preach the gospel with the eloquence of a
lTalmase, the earnestness of a Moody, the wit of a Sam’
Jones, the tenderness of a 3ipsy Smith, and the force-
fulness of a Billy Sunlay to teng of thousands, they
would gladly 3o forth and proclaim the unsearchable
riches of Christ Jesus. Or if they could only sing
to vast assemblies like a Jenny Lind, a Bliss, or a
Sankey, they would willingly use their voices for
the Naster. Butjywhen it comes to the insisnificant
druigery anddaily srind of the common=glaee, they
instiﬁcﬂively shrink from it.; They want to do the
. spectacular, and receive the plaidits of admirins mul-
tituaes. This 18 a-mistaken view of true service.
Mark intérms us that one day as Jesus entered the coun-
try of the Jadarenes, there met’ Him out of the tombs
‘a man with an unclean spirit.. This poor unfortunate
character was ipn such a desperate plisht that he livead
in the mountains and roc<s and was alwkys roamin3 apbout,
cryin3 and cuttims himself with stones. He was possesseg
by aemons. ( Néﬁy Vasdalene) ﬁis name was Lezign for
there were so many. But when he saw the Savior afap off,
he ran and worshippeda Him. Christ had compassion on Hinm
and commanded the unclean spirits to come out of him.
This they 4id and entered into a hera of swine, bput that
was more than the Hoss could enﬁuré; they ran violently
1own a steep hill into the sea and were drosned. This is
one instance of hogs fraving more sense than human beinss.
Rather than to permit the demons to remain In them, they
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m After leaving the house iIn which He had forgiVen and
healed the paralytic, Jesus went forth again hy the sea side
and taught the multitudes that resorted unto Him. This inci-
dent is profoundly significant for some of the most important
events iIn the history of the religious world have occurred iIn
the open air. Our first parents were placed In a garden. The
law was gi“ven from the summit of Sinai and i1ts curses were em-
phasized from the top of Ehal in the open air. The great re-
vival under Ezra began iIn the open air, and from a pulpit of
wood, he read the Scriptures and expounded their meaning. The
angels appeared to the shepherds and announced the birth of 3e-
sus on the Judean hillside. Christ was the prince of open-air

reachers. His greatest sermon was delivered on the mountain

~gath the canopy of the skies. And you will notice that most
oMmiracles and teaching took place iIn the open air. While He
did not shun the synagogue nor the upper room. He delighted in
freedom of the st*reet, the desert, and the plain. The crowds
that assembled to hear Him were often so large, they could not
be accommodated ajiywhere else. His disciples were chosen 1iIn
the open air. Paul, the most active apostle, was converted iIn
the open, air on his way to Damascus and many |‘€éars afterward
on Mars® Hill, he proclaimed Jesus and the ressurrection,to
the people who thronged to listen to his gospel message. Christ
was crucified on Calvary iIn the open air. He ascended from OIl-
ivet in the open air, and when He comes again, we are told 1iIn
the Bible that He will descend from the clouds of glory in the
open air.

P You who are familiar with church history will recall
that George Whitefield was a great open air preacher. The ev-
ening before his death, he spoke to an audience of several thous-
and the very sametnight while on his knees,.he fell asleep iIn
Jesus. John Wesley had been preaching in his father®s pulpit
for three years before he obtained an” experimental religion.?
When the Spirit bore witness to the fact that he was born again,
the officials of his parish locked the doors of the church and
would not permit him to speak iInside of the building again.

That evening Mt.six o"clock, Mr. Wesleﬁ stood on His father®s
tomb and preached from the text, "The kingdom of God iIs not

meat and drink, but righteousness and peace and joy iIn the Ho-
ly Ghost.”" In speaking of this incident, he declared that he
had done more good by preaching three days on his father®s tomb,
than he hdd done i1In the three years he had preached in his fath-

er"s pulpit. There are so many people who never attend the reg-



ular church services and i1t they hear the gospel at all, i1t will
have to be on the outside. Like the Master, we must literally
go i1Into the highways and hedges and compel them to come in.

But 1 have deviated somewhat from the subject. In
analysing®today®s Sunday School lesson, .there are four impor-
tant truths that attract our attention,

I. The call of Levi or Matthew,

The disciples that Christ had chosen before this time
were fishers. They were men who were engaged in an humble oc-
cupation but yet they were of good reputation. Their lives
were blameless. In this instance. He selected a publican- a
person occupying a lucrative position but belonging to a class
of people that was universally despised by the Jews. Had we
been living in those days, owing to Siir depraved humanity, we
would have doubted the wisdom of the course that Jesus had pur-
sued, We would have thought i1t best to have sought some one
of considerable influence, one who was highly respected and hon-
ored olj”™men and who .cotdld have commanded a large following. We

woxi Id whom no one coxild have said any-
thing, But permit me to say jiist here by way of parenthfsis
that impossible for us to attain tothe point where all men
will speak well of us. |If such a person has ever existed, we

can just west assured that they never accomplished anything,
All that they ever did could be placed on theeye of a cambric
needle. There are twoopposing forces 1In theuniverse, right
and wrong. We are all on one side or the other. If we ere on
the side of ri”~t, wrong is opposed to us; and vice versa,
Sam Jones once said that wherever there was activity, there
VW/as agitation, and where there wWas no agitation, there was
stagnation. We all have our enemies, and as some one has stated
a reasonable amount is good for us. It keeps us balanced. Let
us have the consciousness In our souls that we are doing right
and ignore what ﬁeople may or may nhot say about us.

h™_1"When Christ went to select Matthew, he did not judge
according to ottward appearance, but he looked beyond outward
distinctions and aaw a human being, a child of God, created In
the Father®s image, capable of enjoying eternal blessedness,
and of becoming a power for lifting his fellowmen to the Lord,
He also recognized the fact that with all of his faults, this
tax-collector..> had much better qualities than the scribes and
Pharisees who criticised him.

And then there is another lesson that we learn from
this incident. It shows how Christ can unite and harmonize
people who have been much opposed to each other. Doubtless
Peter, Andrew, James, and John had the same prejudice against
the publicans that the rest of the Jews had. But Jesus brought
one iInto the midst of them and bestowed upon him the same hon-
orable office. Moreover, this same man became the author of

-



the gospel of Matthew which was written especially for the ben-
efit of tihe Jewish people. And just here, let me beseech you

in the language of the Apostle Paul and in the name of the Lord
Jesus Christ, that ye all speak the same thing, and that there |
be no divisions among you ; but that ye be perfectly joined
gether in"the same mind and In the same judgment. What we need!™"
at this place as well &. at other plac8s, Is more Christian

nity and eellowship. When 1 was about five hundred miles fThbm
here at a certain point In Tennessee, the Methodists and Bap-
tists got into a heated controversy and said and did a number

of things that was not like, the spirit of the Christ, Some one
who was listening to the discussion made this remark, "If Meth-
odiitts and Baptists can"t live together on this earth in peace,
how can they ever hope to get along all right when they get to
Heaven, that is, 1If they are so fortunate to get there,” Now,

I do not want to leave the iImpression on your mind for one mo-
ment that 1 made that statement, | simply heard i1t, A man who
was observing the scene is the guilty party, 1 will throw all
of the responsibility on his head and shoulders. And then, 1
would have you to remember that this did not occur in West Vir-

ginia, It happened in Tennessee, We, loyal citizens, of the
mountain state would not think of doing such a thing. People
in other parts of our nAtion might, but we wouldn®"t. And wasn"t

it foolish iIn the Methodists and Baptists of Tennessee to wrangle
and disagree among themselves? They should have known that when
they stood in the Great Beyond, those little petty distinctinns
and differences would vanish as mist before the sun,,and the
creeds and doctrinal statements that prevented them from asso-
cialld.ng ecclesiastically with each other,wot™ld all be forgotten
when”ere 1n His presence and changed into His image and when
their bodies are fashioned like unto His glorious body. Further-
more, they shaxild have known that there would be no reserved seats
or soecial corners for the Methodists and Baptists, They would
all be children of the Most High, They would behold His face
and His name would be written i1n their foreheads,

Cleveland was right when he described the journey of
the various denominations* to Heaven, When they arrived there,
he said,

"No forms, or crosses, or books had they,

No gowns of silk or suits of gray;

) No creeds to guide them, or MSS.; * N

For all had put on Christ"s righteousness."

XXe Th.G XISt

This was given in the home of Matthew in honor of the
hew found Savior, and also with an aim to get some of his friends
to come iIn personal contact with the MessiAtu He hoped that"
they,wtoo, would become followers of this Friend of publicans
and sinners and experience the joy that he had received since



he had hecome a Christian, This was indeed a great privilege
to this young disciple of the Master and i1t revealed the fact
that he hdd enlisted iIn His service with all of his heart and
soul and that his first thought was to see others saved. But
while Jesus was "being entertained in his home with these men

who did not practice the official piety of the Pharisees, there
were certain of the scribes that began as usual to find fault
and reason among themselves, ''How is i1t that He eateth and drink-
eth with publicans and sinners?"” They could always behold the
mote that was in other people’s eyes, but they would never con-
sider the Leam that was iIn their own eyes. They could discover
the mistakes of the One who was without sin, but they would nev-
er take their own spiritual inventory. |If they had only been
honest with themselves, they would have had to confess that

they were bg far the greater sinners in the sight of God than
Vvere the publicans that they denounced. And allow me to say
once more in this discourse by way of parenthesis, that those
who are continually criticising others 1n nine cases out of ten
are worse than the objects of their condemnation. If 1 can just
succedd in driving this truth home, I would .be willing to fin-
ish the work which the Father has given me to do. The more 1
study on this question, the more f am convinced that evil-speak-
ing 1is the most prevalent sin of today and it is more misunder-
stood "than any other. As 1 stated some time ago,"While drunk-
enness ,debauchery , and licentiousness are slaying their millions,
this vice is slaying her tens of millions, ' ®There are none

of us but what are guilty before God. "0," but you may say,
"Brother Cummings, there is one thing 1| never do and that is to
talk about p“pople. You need not think you are hitting me now.

I never gossip or speak evil of my neighbors. All that I ever
say about them is true,” Granting that to be the case, it is
nevertheless evil-speaking. You are talking about your neigh-
bor, If,:>0u see.a papson commit a crime or do something wrong,
and you mention i1t in his or her absence, it is evil speaking.
You are disobeying the command, 'Speak evil of no man,” "If

thy brother shall trespass against thee, go and tell him his
fault between thee and him <alone: If he shall hear thee, thou
hast gaindd thy brother. But iIf he will not hear thee, then
take with thee one or two more, that in the mouth of two or three
witnesses every word may be established. And i1f he shall neg-
lect to hear them, tell it unto the church: but if he neglect

to hear tte.churQh, let him be to thvee as an hefetkelh man ahd

a publicanl|' These were the iInstructions Christ gave His dis-
ciples and He meant them to be observed.

There are ttwo3 other important truths contained in
today’s Sionday School lesson, but 1 shall not have time to dis-
cuss them, I can only mention them™- the views of Christ on
fasting and tbe difference between inward and outward religion,
"1 came not to call the righteous, but sinners to repentance,"
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