Marshall University
Marshall Digital Scholar

The M. Homer Cummings Papers The Rev. M. Homer Cummings Collection

February 2019

Series I1(a). Sermons. Folder 2. Sermons, n.d.

Melville Homer Cummings

Follow this and additional works at: https://mds.marshall.edu/cummings papers

b Part of the Appalachian Studies Commons, Christianity Commons, Digital Humanities
Commons, and the Rhetoric Commons

Recommended Citation

Cummings, Melville Homer, "Series II(a). Sermons. Folder 2. Sermons, n.d." (2019). The M. Homer Cummings Papers. 10.
https://mds.marshall.edu/cummings_papers/10

This Book is brought to you for free and open access by the The Rev. M. Homer Cummings Collection at Marshall Digital Scholar. It has been accepted
for inclusion in The M. Homer Cummings Papers by an authorized administrator of Marshall Digital Scholar. For more information, please contact

zhangj@marshall.edu, beachgr@marshall.edu.


https://mds.marshall.edu?utm_source=mds.marshall.edu%2Fcummings_papers%2F10&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
https://mds.marshall.edu/cummings_papers?utm_source=mds.marshall.edu%2Fcummings_papers%2F10&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
https://mds.marshall.edu/m_homer_cummings_collection?utm_source=mds.marshall.edu%2Fcummings_papers%2F10&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
https://mds.marshall.edu/cummings_papers?utm_source=mds.marshall.edu%2Fcummings_papers%2F10&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
http://network.bepress.com/hgg/discipline/1253?utm_source=mds.marshall.edu%2Fcummings_papers%2F10&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
http://network.bepress.com/hgg/discipline/1181?utm_source=mds.marshall.edu%2Fcummings_papers%2F10&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
http://network.bepress.com/hgg/discipline/1286?utm_source=mds.marshall.edu%2Fcummings_papers%2F10&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
http://network.bepress.com/hgg/discipline/1286?utm_source=mds.marshall.edu%2Fcummings_papers%2F10&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
http://network.bepress.com/hgg/discipline/575?utm_source=mds.marshall.edu%2Fcummings_papers%2F10&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
https://mds.marshall.edu/cummings_papers/10?utm_source=mds.marshall.edu%2Fcummings_papers%2F10&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
mailto:zhangj@marshall.edu,%20beachgr@marshall.edu

-

AFTER THAT THE JUDGMENT.

Text .-"Rejoice, 0 young man, in thy youth; and let thy heart
cheer thee in the days of thy youth, and walk in the ways of thine heart,
and in the sight of thine eyes: but know thou, that for all these things
God will bring thee into judgment." -Eccles. 11:9.

The major portion of the Book of Ecclesiasties is of a sombre
character. It records the experiences of one who sought on all sides
and with passionate eagerness for that which would satisfy the higher
wants of his nature.ahd*appease thé hunger afidtthirst’of his soul. The
ordinary, coarse and sensual pleasures soon lost their charms for him;
for he had deliberately tried to see if in self-indulgence any real hap=-
piness could be found. From this failure, he turned to a more promising
quarter. He used his enormous wealth to procure all that could minister
to a refined and cultured taste. He built palaces, planted vineyards
and gardens and orchards; he filled his palaces with all that was beauti-
ful and costly, and cultivated every pleasure that is in the reach of man.
"Whatsoever mine eyes desired," he says, "I kept not from them, I withheld
not my heart from any joy..... Then I looked on all the works that my hands
had wrought, and on all the labor that I ha& labored to do: and behold, all
was vanity and vexation of spirit, and there was no profit under the sun.”
"And I turned myself to behold wisdom, and madness, and folly;" but he
reached the same conclusion, "All is vanity."

I. The joy of youth. "Rejoiee, 0 young man, in thy youth; and let
thy heart cheer thee in the days of thy youth, and walk in the ways of thine
heart, and in the sight of thine eyes." God wants all of His children to
be joyful. The religion of the Lord Jesus Christ is pre-eminently one: of
cheerfulness. There is no virtue in being sad and despondent. David con-
stantly exhorts us to be glad and rejoice and Paul commands us to give thanks
in everything.

1. To be young is itself a privilege and a joy. The majority of pee-
ple who have come to the meriftian of 1life and are beginning to descend its
western slopes would gladly exchange places with the youth of today. Some
time ago I was talking to a young attorney in regard to the great men of the
past and I asked him, "Which would you rather be Julius Caesar, Napoleon
Bonaparte, George Washington, Abraham Lincoln or yourself?" and he instantly
replied, "Myself; those men are dewd." That was a very sensible answer. We
should endeavor to be young as long as we possibly can.

2. A peculiar joy belongs to youth, because of the novelty and vivid-
ness of early sensations, feelings and perceptions. It is indeed one of the
features of youth that we are able to find pleasureé in so many things, where-
as older people are able to find pleasure in fewer things. This is at once
our glory and our peril. Every sensibility and faculty of our nature is rich-
ly stored with vital force, and with the power to realize it vividly and ful-
ly. The process of growing old usually involves the gradual loss of this
freshness. But there are many people who do seem to grow old in this way;
they retain to the end the faculty for realizing the freshness of 1life and
consequently they remain happy.

' "Live as long as you may," said Southey, "the first twenty years are
the longest period of your life." It was Robert Burns who sighed:






























¥ HOW -

lext.-"Sirs, what wust 1 @0 to pe& saved?" -Aets 1&:30.

Tais is tne languase of tne Pailippiam jailer to Psul ana
Silas. Ths story of nis eonversion is ene of tne most familiar ana
interesting incieents im the Acts of tpe Aposileg, Wnile on oms of |
pls missienliary Journeys, Paul eams to tne city ef lroas wnefs & visicin
appeered to him in the night; lnere siood a #an of
nim, saying, "Uome over into Magsdomia and belp us." Witho
ring witn flesh or plegd, hes pastened at ©nce to prsachd the gospsl
unco tnem. AC Pailippi, he tarrisc certaln days. Amon2 tnese whoss |
beart the Lera opsned To receive the trutn Was a prominent woman 3 ]
named Lyais, a seller of purple. Sh2 and nsr entire noussnola gsre
paptizea, But a certain damsel possesssa with a spirit ©f divination
woleh orought nsr masters mueh sain oy sootbsaylwg kept foliowlms
the aposties and crying, "Ihese men are ths ssrvaants of ths @39St Dlga
@od, whiea show unto us tae way of salvatioan." But ons day, Paul,
psing srisved, turnsd anad saia to tae dsmoa, "I command tass.in
pams of Jssus Christ to come out of ner." And h2s caae out thac sajs .
hour, Ana whea hér mastars saw thnat tae hope ol &RgiP Zaias was Sone, ,J
tney caugnt Paul and Silas and had toeq bsagen Wiih sStripes aad TpPust
iato prisoa. But at mianisac Paul ana Silas prayed anmd sans praisss \
| unGo God; and the prisoners neard thsm. "Ana sudasaly tasrs wWas a irsail
k_ riaquaks, so topat the foundations of the prison Wers shaksa: aad 4%1
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711 TH§ §Qops. Wers opsnsd, 884 SVSCY 083'S Oaads wers L1:
of ison anakin3 out of nis slsap, ama ssegins thne
prison doors open, né.grew out nls sword, and woula navs gillsg bBig-
8slf, supposing that the orisonses bhad besn flz2a. But Paual crisd |
witn a lowa veice, saying, "Do thyself no aarm; for we ars all nsea.’ f
fa2a ns callsa for a lignt, and sprang in, and came tremplipg, ana ]
tell dowa oefore Paulfand Silas, and prousnt th3m @uit and said, '3irs,
Woat must 1 do to bs saved?' And thnsy said, 'Sslieve on tas Lord Je-
sus CUnrist and thou snalt bs savsa aaa tny houss,'" %
ln order ©o b2lisvs on ths Lora dJesus Corist, né%%k tninasg
are implisd ana 585 1S aSSEPTedwae HAU o —4ueA |
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“Serve the Lovd with g[adness: come before His presence with singing. > Ps. 100:2.

GLASGOW METHODIST CHURCH

M. HOMER CUMMINGS. PASTOR

Glasgow, West Virginia

“For when the one Great Scorer comes to write against your name, He writes - not that you won or lost, but how you p[ayed the game 'l
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