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TSING HUA COLLEGE 
PEKING, CHINA 

A CONCRETE EXAMPLE OF CHINESE-AMERICAN 
FRIENDSHIP 

A DECADE OF PROGRESS 

Tsing Hua College owes its inception to an 
international act. In 1908 the United States 
Government decided to return to China part 

of the Boxer Indemnity funds. Recognizing the spirit of 
friendship in which this decision was made, the Chinese 
Government decided to use these funds for th~ purpose of 
sending students to study in American colleges and uni
versities . The Chinese Educational Mission, as the result
ing organization was called, stands, then, as a witness to 
the friendliness of the great Occidental republic for her ' 
Oriental sister republic. 

Remission of 
Indemnity 
by u. s. 

Under the Chinese Educational Mission three 
Sending f d t A . 4 . 
Students to groups o stu ents were sen to menca, 7 In 
America 1909, 69 in 1910 and 60 in 1911. These st udents 
were selected after a very rigid examination in American 
college entrance subjects, and sent to pursue courses in en
gineering, medicine, agriculture and forestry, law and juris
prudence, public finance and banking, etc. 

Since the founding of Tsing Hua, 467 young men have 
been sent to America from 1913 to 1921. Besides these the 
College has chosen by yearly competitive examination, 
forty-three fellowship students who are sent abroad for ad
vanced work. Every two years, also, a number of girl 
students are chosen by competitive examination. Nine 
young women were sent in 1914, ten in 1916, nine in 1918 
and ten in 1921. 



The College has also helped deserving Chi-
Grant of nese students in American colleges and uni-
Scholarships versities, who need financial aid to enable them 
to complete their education, in the form of scholarships at 
$480 each. More than five hundred such scholarships have 
been awarded from year to year, and at present forty-six 
students are enjoying the privilege. 

At the very beginning it was realized that, 
Founding of 
Tsing Hua owing to the lack of college material in China, 
College a school to prepare the students to be sent to 
America would be necessary and in this way Tsing Hua 
came into existence. 

A beautiful site known as Tsing Hua Yuan, the palace of 
a Manchu prince in the western suburbs of Peking, some 
seven miles from the northwestern gate, was secured from 
the government. The lovely grounds, away from the dust 
and distractions of the city, adjoin the historic Yuan Ming 
Yuan, the old Summer Palace, and the splendid halls and 
pagodas of past emperors in nearby imperial grounds, stand
ing out against the beautiful Western Hills, afford a con
stant source of inspiration and delight to students and 
teachers. 

The College is under the control of the 
Administration Chinese Foreign Office. A Board of Direc-

tors, composed of two members of the For
eign Office and one representative of the American Lega
tion, takes charge of the general affairs of the College, act
ing through the President of the College. The President is 
assisted by a Faculty Coup.cil, created to have charge of the 
academic affairs, and an Administrative Council to advise in 
matters pertaining to the good of the institution. 

In Washington, D. C., the College maintains an office with 
a superintendent and a staff of assistants. The Superin
tendent has charge of all the students sent to America by 
the College. 

Up till recently there were two schools in 
Organization the College, the Middle School and the High 

School, each with a four-year course of study, 
the former serving as a sort of feeder for the latter. Owing 
to the rapid advance of education in China during the 
last few years, the College has been able to plan for the 
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gradual elimination of the Middle School and an extension 
at the other end so that in time Tsing Hua will be raised to 
full collegiate rank. 

At the present time, the course of study ex
Course of tends over a period of eight years (3 years for 
Study 

Middle School work, 3 for High School and 2 
for college) and goes as far as the end of the Sophomore 
year of the average American collegiate institution, pre
paring students in Arts and Science, Engineering, Medi
cine, or Agriculture and Forestry, so that upon comple
tion of their course of study they will be able to join the 
Junior year in professional courses in standard American 
colleges or universities. 

The course covers a variety of subjects. Besides the regu
lar curriculum of "an American school, the students have 
classes in Chinese which are compulsory for all. The aim 
of the College is to keep moving in the direction of greater 
efficiency so that the institution will not only keep its place 
at the head of modern Chinese education but also rank equal 
to the be t institutions of its kind in America. 

Few institutions in the Far East have as com
Buildings plete and up-to-date a physical plant as Tsing 

Hua. When the site was taken over from the 
government, there were only two groups of buildings. 
These have been thoroughly renovated and remodelled and 
are used at the present time as residences. 

The first buildings to be put up were the Middle School 
group, classrooms and dormitories; the High School group 
with the adjoining Assembly Hall; the Hospital; the electric 
plant; and certain houses for residences. 

It was soon seen that the original buildings were inade
quate and that if the College wished to grow and progress it 
must materially increase its plant. So, early in 1914, defi
nite plans were made for four buildings, a library, a gym
nasium, a science building and an auditorium. It was 
planned that these structures should be built of the very 
best materials, with the most modern equipment and in 
every respect fitted for the use to which they were to be 
put, without sacrificing any of their architectural beauty. 
The first two buildings, the library and the gymnasium, were 
started in February, 1916, while work on the other two 
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begun in May, 1917. Owing to the World War a great 
many obstacles were encountered, necessitating delays in 
construction, but finally in the spring of 1919 the gymnasium 
was ready for use and in January, 1919, the library was 
finished. The science building has been used since the fall 
of 1919 and the auditorium was completed in May, 1921. 

It may be of particular interest to Americans 
Roosevelt 
Memorial that the gymnasium which aims at the physical 
Gymnasium welfare of the student body, was dedicated in 
April, 1919, to the memory of that great American states
man, Theodore Roosevelt, during whose administration the 

The Roosevelt Memorial Gymnasium 

founding of the College was made possible, in recognition 
of his broad statesmanship. 

One important phase of the College is the student 

AStut~e.nt~ activities. It has always been the aim of the College 
c IVl tes 

that the young men who study at Tsing Hua should 
be something more than a mere bookworm, and that the 
ideal of a complete, all-round education should be where 
mind, body and spirit work together in the development of 
future citizens. To this end many kinds of extracurriculum 
activity are fostered and encouraged. Interest in athletics 
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is stimulated in the belief that a sound body is pre-requisite 
to a sound mind. Basketball, baseball, tennis, association 
football, volley ball, swimming, and track and field events 
are indulged in, and friendly contests with neighboring in
stitutions furnish some lively competition. With the ad
vantages which a special coach and superior equipment 
have given it, Tsing Hua has been able to establish an im
pregnable position in the North China athletic world. 

Besides developing his physique Tsing Hua has tried to 
give to the student a high morale, that is, to make him a 
manly, self-reliant man. In this effort the work of the 
Boy Scout department has played a very important part. 
The scout ritual, the contests, the camp fires and the periodic 
outings have taught the student more than many hours of 
work in the classroom. 

Another important field of activity-the literary and 
journalistic-has ·received serious attention from the 
students. Tsing Hua has had three publications, a year 
book called The Tsinghuapper, patterned after the Ameri
can college annual; a monthly magazine, The Tsing Hua 
Journal; and a weekly. This work has given the students 
excellent practice in writing and not a little business 
training. 

Literary societies have been formed from time to time 
and also special clubs such as the Science Club, the Photo
graphic Club, the Art Club and the Glee Club to satisfy those 
students with interests along certain specialized lines. 
Forensic training has been supplied by the literary societies 
and stimulated by intercollegiate and intracollegiate debates 
and oratorical contests. 

Among student activities of a recreative nature, one of 
the most interesting and popular is play acting. "The Mer
chant of Venice," "A Midsummer Night's Dream," "Robin 
Hood," "Arms and the Man," "The Private Secretary," and 
"L' Avare" are some of the plays that have been staged by 
the students. 

The religious side of student life has been well taken care 
of by the local student Y. M. C. A. which indulges in all the 
activities of the same institution in an American college. 
Among the most interesting is the social service program. 
The "Y" runs a special night school for college servants, an 
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open-air school for boys in a neighboring village and a cir
culating library for villagers. 

In addition to the "Y" there is also a Confucian Associa
tion started in 1917 to honor the memory of the great Sage 
of China. 

Some 
Results 

From this description of Tsing Hua it can read
ily be seen that the indemnity funds, so gener
ously returned by America, has been most profit

ably spent. Nothing speaks louder and more eloquently 
for Chinese-American friendship, and nothing has brought 
the two countries closer than America's recognition of in
ternational justice to China. And today in China over 
350 young men and women, filled with American ideas 
and ideals, and American inspiration, are doing their bit 
for the development of their country in education, medi
cine, business, politics, engineering and agriculture, and at 
the same time spreading American science and American 
methods. It may be stated here that in Washington, some 
thirty members of the Chinese delegation to the Conference 
were at one time or another connected with Tsing Hua 
either as students or as officers. As years go by, the alumni 
of Tsing Hua will surely make their mark in the republic 
and prove to be a power for good. 

F PI 
Judging by the past, we may hopefully look 

uture ans: 
Growth into forward to the future. It has been the dream 
University and hope of friends of the College that it will 
one day grow into a great university. While that day is 
still distant we may, without undue optimism, look for
ward to it with confidence. With the nucleus of a uni
versity faculty, a good library, up-to-date buildings and land 
for expansion, and with its superior training in English, the 
difficulties are after all not insurmountable. 

It is also our hope that the College will have 
An a sufficient endowment to carry it on indefi-
Endowment 

nitely so that it will continue to give expres-
sion to Chinese-American friendship. The annual pay
ment of the indemnity funds, from which Tsing Hua has 
drawn its support, will cease in 1940, but to enable· the 
College to continue its useful work an Endowment Commis
sion has been created, composed of the Minister and the 
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Vice-Minister of the Foreign Office and the American Min
ister to China, to look after the matter. 

The annual income of the College amounts to $790,000.00, 
of which about two-thirds goes to the support of the students 
in America and the superintendent's office in Washington, 
leaving one-third for the maintenance of Tsing Hua. Even 
in its present stage of development, the College has difficulty 
to make the ends meet. At the present time it finds itself 
unable to recede; it has to grow and expand if it is to hold 
its place in Cpinese education. 

America's generosity has made possible the founding of 
Tsing Hua College, and it is the hope of all well-wishers 
that the College will be able to go on indefinitely. We have 
the happy news that the United States Senate has passed a 
bill granting a further remission of the Boxer Indemnity, 
and may we hopefully look forward to the conclusion of 
this friendly act, thus enabling Tsing Hua to grow into a 
great permanent university'? 

Another plan in view is the inauguration 
Excfhange h" of a system of exchange professorship. Since 
Pro essors 1p h b . · . th h b A . t e very egmnmg ere ave een mencan 
instructors on the faculty. In recent years, Prof. Greg
ory D. Walcott of Hamline University, Prof. Robert M. 
McElroy of Princeton, Prof. John Dewey of Columbia, Prof. 
Lawrence A. McLouth of New York University, and Prof. 
Robert E. Bruce of Boston University, have either taught or 
lectured in the College. It is hoped that arrangements can 
be made for an exchange of scholars of the two countries 
to give lectures. 

Apart from the university plan which is yet 

N
lmmdediate in the distance, the College is confronted with 

ee s 
some urgent needs. As already stated elsewhere, 

our present course of study aims at preparing students in 
Arts and Science, Medicine, Engineering, or Agriculture 
and Forestry. Our immediate needs are an engineering 
building and an agricultural building as well as equipment 
and machinery. Because of its close connection with Amer
ica, w.e would like to see American machinery installed 
in the College. Here is the American manufacturer's op
portunity to place American goods for advertisement in an 

· institution for the promotion of international friendship, 
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thereby enabling Chinese students to handle and use Ameri
can tools and machinery. 

It is further hoped that some sort of arrangement can be 
made between American manufacturers and the College 
whereby Chinese students may be given an opportunity for 
practical experience in American factories or business 
houses. The importance of such training cannot be over
estimated. Chinese young men with American training 
would certainly promote better commercial and industrial 
relations between the two countries. 

* * * * 
President P. C. King of Tsing Hua College is now in this 

country. ·He will be pleased to enter into correspondence 
with or give addresses to parties interested in the College. 
Please address all communications in care of the Chinese 
Educational Mission, 2312 19th St. N. W., Washington, D. C. 
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