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Continuing Education to offer course in pottery wheel throwing 
beginning this evening 

 

The Center for Continuing Education will offer a program on the 
fundamentals of pottery wheel throwing beginning Wednesday, 
Nov. 1., from 5:30 to 8:30 p.m. in the Art Warehouse, 201 21st St., 
and continuing on succeeding Wednesdays through Dec. 13. 
 
Emily McCallister, program coordinator for continuing education, 
said that participants may register today through the beginning of 
the session. 

 

http://www.marshall.edu/wamnewsletter/?email_id=176&user_id=2&urlpassed=aHR0cDovL3d3dy5tYXJzaGFsbC5lZHUvd2FtbmV3c2xldHRlci9maWxlcy9QcmV6T3BlbkhvdXNlXzExLTAxLTE3LmpwZw&controller=stats&action=analyse&wysija-page=1&wysijap=subscriptions-2


“This class will explore wheel throwing on a beginner and intermediate level,” said Allora 
McCullough, the instructor for the course. “Come learn the fundamentals of throwing, refine 
your skills and build upon your current techniques. We will strengthen your foundations for 
centering and throwing clay on the wheel. Students will go through the process of creating and 
decorating their own pieces from start to finish. By the end of the course, you can make 4 to 6 
good pieces.” 
 
Cost per student is $135, and there is a limit of 12 students for the course. Participants must be 
16 years of age or older to register. Those under the age of 18 must have a parent’s permission 
and the parent must sign a Participation Form on the first day of class. Participants may park in 
the spaces adjacent to the Art Warehouse. 
 
Online registration is available at 
http://epay.wvsto.com/MarshallContinuingEducation/Introduction-to-the-Pottery-Wheel-
November-1st-P62.aspx, or by contacting McCallister, program coordinator for continuing 
education by e-mail at mccallist118@live.marshall.edu or by phone at 304-696-2865. 

 
 
 
 
 

Training to take place next week on new travel processes 
 

The Travel Office is excited to announce that the new travel agent for Marshall, Campus Travel 
USA, will be on the Huntington campus for training sessions on Wednesday, Nov. 8. They will, 
along with the Travel Office, provide instruction on the new travel processes, which will begin 
on the following Monday, Nov. 13. 
 
Improved travel processes will include a new, online travel request form and online travel 
authorizations. 
 
New Travel Process Training 
Wednesday, Nov. 8 
Memorial Student Center, BE5 
 
Three available sessions: 
9 – 10:30 a.m. 
11 a.m. – 12:30 p.m. 
2 – 3:30 p.m. 
 
Register for your session at www.marshall.edu/human-resources/training/training-schedule. 
Questions? Contact Miriah Young at 6-2564 or spence10@marshall.edu. 
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New faculty funding opportunities available 
 

The Marshall University Research Corporation 
is pleased to announce the availability of two 
new funding opportunities to promote faculty 
scholarship and creative works. The awards are 
made possible by funding provided by the 
provost through the Office of Academic Affairs. 
For complete application information, please 
visit www.marshall.edu/murc. 

 
 

         Tonight's a Jazz Night! 
 

 
 

         Jazz Nights during November will take place on the the 1st, 15th, and 29th of the month. 
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McElroy Family to appear tomorrow night 
 

The Society of Yeager Scholars is inviting well-known 
Huntington natives, the McElroy Family, to give a live 
recording of two of their podcasts, Shmanners and Sawbones, 
at 7 p.m. Thursday, Nov. 2, at the Keith-Albee Performing Arts 
Center. 
 
Remaining tickets will be available at the door on a first-come, 
first-served basis. 
 

The McElroys’ live podcasting will serve as the 30th anniversary annual symposium for the 
Yeager society. Each year, the senior students in the Yeager program organize a symposium to 
educate and enlighten the Marshall and Huntington communities on a particular topic of their 
choosing. 
 
This year, the senior class chose to feature the McElroy family, who are best known for the 
podcast My Brother, My Brother and Me, which has consistently been ranked among the top ten 
podcasts in the nation and was recently integrated into a television series on Seeso. 
 
Brooke Estep, a senior Yeager Scholar helping to coordinate the McElroys’ visit, said bringing 
the McElroys to perform in their hometown of Huntington presents a unique opportunity to 
showcase the talent that can come out of the West Virginia community. 
 
“Whenever they’re in the spotlight, they find a way to tie it into Huntington,” Estep said. “That’s 
something beneficial to the Yeager program, to show us that we don’t have to leave to do great 
things and influence change.” 
 
Estep said the podcasts were an especially innovative topic choice for this symposium, as the 
Yeager program has never before featured a live podcast recording for the annual event. 
 
Shmanners shares Travis and Teresa McElroy’s humorous ideas for improving one’s etiquette, 
while Sawbones offers a discussion between Dr. Sydnee and Justin McElroy of unique medical 
history. Dr. Sydnee McElroy graduated from Marshall University as a Yeager Scholar in 2005. 
 
Yeager Coordinator Cara Bailey said she believes the podcasts, while both comedic in nature, 
will inspire a serious reflection of how Marshall students might be able to use their own 
platforms to give back to their communities. 
 
“The McElroys are incredibly tuned in to today’s world and will be an exceptional resource for 
Marshall students,” Bailey said. “Their podcasts have been downloaded millions of times over 
the years; people want to hear from them. I hope our students take advantage of the opportunity 
in such an intimate setting to ask their own questions.” 
 



This year’s symposium is sponsored by Dr. Ken and Margaret Wolfe and St. Mary’s Medical 
Center. 

 
 
 
 
 

School of Medicine announces five-year program to improve 
access to diabetes care in West Virginia 

 

The Marshall University Joan C. Edwards School of Medicine has launched a new program, 
Care Coordination of High Risk Diabetes Patients, thanks to a $1.5 million grant over five years 
from the Merck Foundation. 
 
Marshall is one of eight program grantees supported through the new $16 million, five-year 
Merck Foundation initiative, Bridging the Gap: Reducing Disparities in Diabetes Care, to help 
mobilize community-based partners and improve diabetes care for vulnerable and underserved 
populations in the United States.  The program works with rural health centers and rural hospitals 
to improve outcomes and reduce costs for people who are most affected by diabetes.  A key 
component is community health workers who work with people in their community and homes 
to manage their condition. 
 
Principal Investigator Richard Crespo, Ph.D., a professor in the department of family and 
community health and longtime diabetes researcher, says the funding will bolster efforts to treat 
diabetes and its related complications in patients throughout West Virginia. 
 
“People in Appalachia experience lower access to health care, have higher rates of chronic 
diseases including heart disease, stroke and diabetes,” Crespo said.   “In 2011, the Centers for 
Disease Control and Prevention labeled a 644 county area as the diabetes belt. More than one-
third of the diabetes belt counties are in central and southern Appalachia.” 
 
Promoting health equity among people with diabetes requires a comprehensive approach that 
brings together high-quality health services with resources drawn from outside of the health 
system. Collaboration across multiple sectors can address the many factors that influence health, 
such as access to healthy foods, and safe options for physical activity, housing, and education. 
 
“Dr. Crespo’s work in rural parts of West Virginia continues to be very important,” said Joseph 
I. Shapiro, M.D., dean of the Marshall School of Medicine. “We are seeing real change through 
his efforts and those of his team under the direction of Dr. Steve Petrany, our chair of the 
department of family and community health.” 
 
“We need to look beyond the usual health care solutions to address the growing burden of 
diabetes, especially among vulnerable populations in the United States,” says Julie L. 
Gerberding, chief patient officer, Merck and chief executive officer, Merck Foundation. 

http://www.jcesom.marshall.edu/
http://www.msdresponsibility.com/our-giving/
http://www.msdresponsibility.com/access-to-health/key-initiatives/bridging-the-gap/


“Through Bridging the Gap, we are pleased to bring together these eight diverse organizations, 
and look forward to leveraging their expertise to help more people effectively manage their 
diabetes and improve their overall health.” 
  
 
Additional program grantees include: Alameda County Public Health Department (Oakland, 
California); Clearwater Valley Hospital and Clinics (Orofino, Idaho); La Clínica del Pueblo 
(Washington, D.C.); Minneapolis Health Department; Providence St. Joseph Health (Renton, 
Washington); Trenton Health Team (Trenton, New Jersey); and Western Maryland Health 
System (Cumberland, Maryland). 
 
The University of Chicago will serve as the national program office for Bridging the Gap, and in 
this capacity will support the program efforts of the grantee organizations and provide leadership 
in building a national public-private partnership to help reduce disparities in diabetes care. 
 
For more information, visit http://www.msdresponsibility.com/access-to-health/key-
initiatives/bridging-the-gap 

 
 
 
 
 

Woodson Lyceum event to feature book reading, Black History 
announcements 

 

Marshall University Woodson Professor Burnis 
Morris will read from his new book and make 
announcements about the 2018 Black History 
Month observance during a Dr. Carter G. 
Woodson Lyceum event this week. It will take 
place at 4 p.m. Thursday, Nov. 2, in the atrium 
of the university’s Drinko Library on the 
Huntington campus. 
 

Morris’ book, “Carter G. Woodson: History, the Black Press, and Public Relations,” focuses on 
how historian Woodson (1875-1950) used the black press and modern public relations 
techniques to popularize black history during the first half of the twentieth century. Woodson’s 
publicity tactics, combined with access to the audiences granted him by the press, enabled him to 
drive the black history movement–particularly observance of Negro History Week and 
fundraising activities. Morris analyzes Woodson’s periodicals, newspaper articles, letters and 
other archived documents describing Woodson’s partnership with the black press and his role as 
a publicist. 
 

http://www.msdresponsibility.com/access-to-health/key-initiatives/bridging-the-gap
http://www.msdresponsibility.com/access-to-health/key-initiatives/bridging-the-gap


The @WoodsonLyceum event will also feature information regarding several speakers for Black 
History Month, including Dr. Carla Hayden, the librarian of Congress, and Dr. Craig Woodson, 
an ethnomusicologist and white relative of Carter G. Woodson. In addition, a website to serve as 
a “Black History kit” will be announced, as well as two Black History poster competitions for 
Marshall students and Cabell County school students. 
 
For more information about this event, contact Morris at morrisb@marshall.edu. 

 
 
 
 
 

A.E. Stringer Visiting Writers Series to celebrate new 
publications of retired professors 

 

The A.E. Stringer Visiting 
Writers Series will celebrate the 
new, published works of three of 
Marshall University’s emeritus 
faculty, Dr. Edwina Pendarvis, 
Dr. Mary B. Moore and Art E. 
Stringer. They will demonstrate 
how productivity doesn’t have to 
stop after retirement. 
 
Each will read from his or her 
latest works at 7 p.m. Thursday, 

Nov. 2, in the Don Morris Room of the Memorial Student Center on the Huntington campus. 
They also will participate in a Q&A and book signing. 
 
The event is free and open to the public. Light refreshments will be served, and books will be 
available for sale. 
 
The Department of English’s literary journal, Et Cetera, will also be present with a table offering 
copies of the journal and more information about how to get involved and how to submit student 
work. The event is sponsored by the College of Liberal Arts and the Department of English. 
 
For more information, contact Dr. Sarah A. Chavez at chavezs@marshall.edu. 

 

mailto:morrisb@marshall.edu
mailto:chavezs@marshall.edu


 
 

 
 
 
 

Startup Weekend Huntington kicks off Friday 
 

Marshall University and the Robert C. 
Byrd Institute (RCBI) will host Startup 
Weekend Huntington, a 54-hour event 
allowing future entrepreneurs to gain 
experience toward creating their own 
startup businesses. 
 
This weekend-long event will kick off 
6:30 p.m., Friday, Nov. 3, and run through 
4 p.m., Sunday, Nov. 5, at RCBI’s main 

office, located at 1050 4th Ave. in Huntington. 
 
Attendees of the event will form teams consisting of those who specialize in varying fields, from 
entrepreneurship to business to coding and more. Each team will be asked to create a company 
while receiving tips from the community’s best mentors, investors and businessmen and women. 
Presentations of the final products will be presented to a panel of experienced judges, and the top 
three groups will receive prizes. 
 

http://www.marshall.edu/wamnewsletter/?email_id=176&user_id=2&urlpassed=aHR0cDovL3d3dy5tYXJzaGFsbC5lZHUvd2FtbmV3c2xldHRlci9maWxlcy9FdXNjb3JwaXVzRXZlbnRfMTEtMDMtMTcuanBn&controller=stats&action=analyse&wysija-page=1&wysijap=subscriptions-2


Tickets can be purchased online through Eventbrite beginning at $10: 
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/startup-weekend-huntington-1117-tickets-
37108387185?aff=sworg. 
 
Startup Weekend Huntington is sponsored by Marshall University’s Lewis College of Business, 
the BB&T Center for the Advancement of American Capitalism and RCBI. To learn more, visit 
http://startupweekend.org or contact Glen Midkiff at midkiff2@marshall.edu or Bryan Shaw at 
bshaw@rcbi.org. 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Putnam Rotary, Marshall Health to host Nov. 4 health screening 
 

The Putnam County Rotary Club and Marshall Health are teaming up to offer a variety of health 
screenings at a reduced rate from 8 to 10 a.m. Saturday, Nov. 4, at the First State Bank 
Community Room, 3754 Teays Valley Road in Hurricane. 
 
Available tests include a basic metabolic panel (BMP) for $30 and thyroid stimulating hormone 
(TSH), prostate-specific antigen (PSA) and A1C tests for $10 each. Flu shots are also available 
for $30. Complimentary blood pressure checks will be provided. Results will be mailed to 
patients the following week. 
 
Rotary clubs across the country partner with local health care providers to offer annual 
screenings. 
 
This event is open to the public. All tests are offered at a reduced rate and payable by cash or 
check. For more information, call Marshall Health-Teays Valley at 304-691-6800 or contact a 
member of the Putnam County Rotary Club. 

 

https://www.eventbrite.com/e/startup-weekend-huntington-1117-tickets-37108387185?aff=sworg
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54th annual Marshall International Festival returns to the 
Huntington campus Saturday, Nov. 4 

 

The 54th annual International 
Festival, sponsored by the Office of 
International Student Services, 
returns to Marshall from 4 to 8 p.m. 
Saturday, Nov. 4, at Memorial 
Student Center on the Huntington 
campus. 
 
Admission to the festival is free and 
open to the public. Guests are 
encouraged to purchase food tickets 

at the event to sample dishes from around the world. Participating restaurants include the Cellar 
Door, Chateau D’Italia, Chipotle Mexican Grill, El Ranchito, New China Garden Buffet and 
Sodexo. 
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The festival is West Virginia’s largest and longest-running international festival, featuring 
international foods, world music, dance and displays representing many countries and cultures. 
 
“We are excited to be back on campus this year for the 54th annual Marshall University 
International Festival,” said Dr. Tammy Johnson, executive director of admissions and 
international student services. 
 
“This is a great event for anyone who enjoys learning about other cultures and sampling 
delicious cuisine from around the world.  We hope the entire Huntington community will join us 
for this truly global experience.” 
 
Children attending the event will have the opportunity to have an event “passport” filled as they 
travel to various student booths representing more than 15 different countries. Face painting, 
cotton candy, popcorn, photo booth, games, crafts and more will also be available throughout the 
event, including a special appearance by Marshall University’s Marco. 
 
Live entertainment will feature Voodoo Katz of Charleston, West Virginia, a six-man band 
known for their core Caribbean and African numbers, as well as various performances by 
Marshall University international students. 
 
“The International Festival will provide our students and the Huntington community with 
opportunities to interact with people of different nationalities and backgrounds to develop a 
broader understanding of various cultures in today’s globalizing world,” said Cedric Gathings, 
vice president of student affairs. The festival will provide a relaxing atmosphere to make new 
friends and become acquainted with different cultures. Knowing and understanding each other as 
friends is a great start to making the world a more accepting, peaceful place.” 
 
Raffle tickets will be available throughout the event for chances to win various items from the 
Marshall University Bookstore, Old Main Emporium, Elizabeth Arden, LuLaRoe, Timberline 
Resort, Huntington Museum of Art, local artists and more. 
 
The Office of International Student Services and the Division of Student Affairs has partnered 
with Cabell County Schools for the event, which is sponsored by Chipotle Mexican Grill, Kroger 
and BB&T. 
 
For more information about Marshall University’s International Festival, contact the Office of 
International Student Services at 304-696-6265, e-mail iss@marshall.edu or visit the 
International Festival website at www.marshall.edu/iss/festival. 
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Marshall and BridgeValley cooperate to offer nursing and 
regents degrees 

 

In a ceremony last week on the South Charleston campus of 
BridgeValley Community and Technical College, Marshall 
University and BridgeValley signed agreements that the 
institutions will cooperate to offer two bachelor’s degrees. 
 
The agreements allow BridgeValley students to earn either a 
Bachelor of Science in Nursing (BSN) degree or a Regents 
Bachelor of Arts (RBA) degree at Marshall while finishing their 

coursework at BridgeValley. The new degree options are available to students enrolled at 
BridgeValley’s campuses in both South Charleston and Montgomery. 
 
The agreements will permit students who graduate from BridgeValley’s associate nursing degree 
program to smoothly transfer to Marshall to pursue the Bachelor of Science in Nursing through 
the university’s online RN to BSN program. 
 
The two schools also will jointly offer the RBA, which is designed for degree completion and 
intended for adult students. The RBA program allows students to use previous and transfer credit 
toward completing their four-year degree. 
 
“With these agreements, we further expand the opportunities for Kanawha Valley residents to 
earn degrees from Marshall University,” said Dr. Jerome A. Gilbert, president of Marshall, at 
yesterday’s signing ceremony. “We are pleased to cooperate in these endeavors with 
BridgeValley and work toward our mutual goal of helping students succeed.” 
 
Dr. Eunice Bellinger, president of BridgeValley, added, “BridgeValley provides graduates a 
wide variety of options to either enter the workplace or continue their education at a fantastic 
institution like Marshall University. This agreement provides an opportunity for our students to 
work towards earning a baccalaureate degree with Marshall University while concurrently 
completing their BridgeValley coursework at both our Montgomery and South Charleston 
campuses.” 
 
For more information, contact Dr. David J. Pittenger, Marshall’s interim associate vice president 
for outreach/dean of the graduate college, at pittengerd@marshall.edu or 304-696-2818. 
 
———- 
 
Photo:  Dr. Jerome A. Gilbert (left), and Dr. Eunice Bellinger, president of BridgeValley 
Community and Technical College, sign articulation agreements enabling BridgeValley students 
to earn Bachelor of Science in Nursing or Regents Bachelor of Arts degrees from Marshall. 
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Appalachian Transportation Institute receives $630K to expand 
Mobile Commercial Driver License program 

 

Marshall University’s Appalachian Transportation Institute (ATI) has received $630,720 in 
funding from the U.S. Department of Transportation’s Federal Motor Carrier Safety 
Administration (FMCSA) to enhance commercial motor vehicle safety. Over $30 million was 
awarded in total to enhance efforts by states to improve the national commercial driver’s license 
(CDL) program. 
 
The funding will directly enhance efforts to expand ATI’s Mobile Commercial Driver License 
(mCDL) testing application into four additional states, according to Brie Salmons, operations 
manager for ATI. 
 
“The Appalachian Transportation Institute is excited to receive funding to expand the Mobile 
Commercial Driver License testing application into four additional states as well as develop a 
low-cost, electronic knowledge testing system and work with the National Center of State Courts 
on the best practices for effectively meeting the 10-day conviction requirements,” Salmons said. 
Salmons said mCDL is a tablet computer-based system designed for CDL examiners to 
efficiently administer vehicle inspections, basic control skills and road tests. 
 
Dr. Wael Zatar, dean of the university’s College of Information Technology and Engineering, 
said mCDL provides an advanced solution that utilizes affordable Microsoft Windows and 
Android tablets to replace existing paper-based systems. 
 
“mCDL transforms the standard paper-based skills testing system with a fully integrated system 
that operates on a GPS-enabled tablet to reduce human error and improve auditing capabilities 
for each state,” Zatar added. “mCDL was developed by the Appalachian Transportation Institute 
in partnership with the West Virginia Department of Motor Vehicles with support from 
the Federal Motor Carrier Safety Administration, and has become a center piece of the technical 
work completed at ATI.” 
 
Salmons and Zatar agree the mCDL application would not be possible without the Federal Motor 
Carrier Safety Administration’s Commercial Driver’s License Program Implementation grant 
funding and the hard work of their software engineers. Robert Plymale, chief operating officer 
for ATI, said the ATI team is to be commended for their work and innovation. 
 
FMCSA’s Commercial Driver’s License Program Implementation (CDLPI) grant 
program provides financial assistance to states to achieve compliance with regulations 
concerning driver’s license standards and programs. Additionally, the CDLPI grant program 
provides financial assistance to other entities capable of executing national projects that aid 
states in their compliance efforts, which will improve the national CDL program. 
 
The goal of the national CDL program is to reduce the number and severity of commercial motor 
vehicle crashes in the United States by requiring states to conduct knowledge and skills testing 

https://www.fmcsa.dot.gov/grants/cdl-program-implementation-grant/commercial-driver-license-cdl-program-implementation-grant
https://www.fmcsa.dot.gov/grants/cdl-program-implementation-grant/commercial-driver-license-cdl-program-implementation-grant


before issuing a CDL, maintain a complete and accurate driver history record for anyone who 
obtains a CDL, and impose appropriate disqualifications against any driver who violates certain 
regulations. This effort is directly linked to FMCSA’s focus on reducing crashes, injuries and 
fatalities involving large trucks and buses. 
 
To learn more about the mCDI program, visit http://mcdlusa.com/ or http://www.njrati.org. 

 
 
 
 
 

Luke Lee Listening and Learning Lab to host annual Speakeasy 
Gala 

 

The Luke Lee Listening and Language Lab at Marshall will 
host its annual Speakeasy Gala to raise funds for children 
with hearing loss. This year’s gala will begin at 6 p.m. 
Saturday, Nov. 4, at Guyan Country Club. 
 
“The L” was the first preschool program in West Virginia 
providing listening and spoken language outcomes to 
children with hearing loss, according to Program Director 
Jodi Cottrell. 
 
“Since 2006, we have provided services to children from 
infants, toddlers and preschoolers to achieve a listening and 
spoken language outcome,” Cottrell said. “Our services allow 
children to mainstream into their school with age-level 
listening and spoken language skills, which allows them to 
communicate with their peers.” 
 
Cottrell said the parents have dedicated an enormous amount 

of time to bringing their children to the Marshall University Speech and Hearing Center and have 
spent countless hours working with them at home. She hopes this gala raises the necessary funds 
to continue providing the services these families need. 
 
“In addition to being an excuse to get all dolled up and dapper, it’s a fun play on words 
considering what we do at The L. While you’re enjoying a 1920’s ‘Speakeasy’ atmosphere, 
we’re celebrating 11 years of giving the gift of language and our mission to help children ‘speak 
easy,” Cottrell said. 
 
Ticket sales start at $75 for general admission with opportunities for a VIP experience. To 
purchase, visit http://thelspeakeasy.com/ anytime or call 304-696-3455 before Friday, Oct. 27. 
The annual gala is presented by Touma Hearing Centers and sponsored by HIMG, Handley Law 

http://mcdlusa.com/
http://www.njrati.org/
http://thelspeakeasy.com/


LLC, Joseph B. Touma, Cabell Huntington Hospital, Marshall Pediatrics and Dan and Jo Ann 
Garrett. 
 
For more information on programs offered through “The L,” contact Cottrell at 304-696-3455. 
To learn more about services provided through the Marshall University Speech and Hearing 
Center, visit www.marshall.edu/TheL online. 
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Marshall to present free concert of “The Nutcracker Suite” 
 

Students in Marshall University’s Jazz Ensemble I will perform the holiday favorite, “The 
Nutcracker Suite,” at 7:30 p.m. on Wednesday, Nov. 8, in Smith Recital Hall. 
 
Jeff Wolfe, an instructor of jazz studies in the Marshall University School of Music and director 
of the ensemble, said he could not think of a better way to simultaneously challenge his students 
and to present a program the public is sure to enjoy than with Duke Ellington and Billy 
Strayhorn’s seminal arrangement of Tchaikovsky’s holiday favorite. 
 
“Duke Ellington is one of the most important composers of American music during the 20th 
Century, and it’s critical that developing jazz students experience dealing with the subtleties, 
nuance, and sophistication required to authentically play Ellington’s music,” Wolfe said. “Also, 
it just really swings!” 
 
The public performance of “The Nutracker Suite” is free and open to the public. For more 
information, contact Wolfe by e-mail at wolfe9@marshall.edu. 
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Staff Achievement: Jackie Clark and Hillary Adams 
 

   The West Virginia Autism Training Center was invited to 
participate in the College STAR’s 2017 Student Support 
Summit, a three-day event held in Chapel Hill, North 
Carolina, at the North Carolina Botanical Gardens in late 
October 2017.  Assistant Program Coordinator Jackie Clark 
and Student Support Specialist Hillary Adams represented 
Marshall University’s College Program for Students with 
Autism Spectrum Disorder during the summit.  College 

STAR (Supporting Transition Access and Retention; A UNC System Initiative Supporting 
Students with Learning Differences) invited premier college support programs from across the 
nation to share research and best practices related to supporting students with learning 
differences. Clark and Adams provided information on the assessment tool Benchmarks of 
Effective Supports for College Students with Autism Spectrum Disorder©, designed to determine 
the readiness of specific institutions of higher learning to support the academic, social, and 
independent living needs of students diagnosed with ASD. 
 
To learn more about College Program services and resources, please visit 
www.marshall.edu/collegeprogram. 
 
———— 
 
Photos: Jackie Clark (left) and Hillary Adams participated in the the College STAR’s 2017 
Student Support Summit. 
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Thundering Word coach recaps fall season to date 
 

The Marshall Thundering Word Speech and 
Debate Team has been very busy this fall 
competition season, said Nancy R. Jackson, 
assistant director of forensics. 
 
“We have attended three tournaments so 
far and hosted one here on our 
Huntington campus, in which our novices 
competed. We are very proud to 
announce the results of our team’s efforts 
so far this season!” Jackson said. 
  
 
Chief Justice Speech and Debate 
Tournament in Memory of Danny 
Ray, Oct. 28-29: 
 
After Dinner Speaking, Deena Dahshan, 

2nd Place 
 
Radio Broadcasting, Ethan Adkins, Tournament Champion* 
 
Novice Extemporaneous Speaking:    Hannah Graham, Tournament Champion*, Chris Drown, 
2nd Place 
 
Impromptu Speaking: Chris Drown, 4th Place 
 
Improvisational Duo: Deena Dahshan and Ethan Adkins, 2nd Place 
 
Novice Prose:  Emma Kaufman, Tournament Champion*, Deena Dahshan, 2nd Place, Chris 
Drown, 3rd Place, Natasha Fowler, 6th Place 
 
Persuasive Speaking: Ethan Adkins, 4th Place 
 
Programmed Oral Interpretation: Natasha Fowler, 3rd place 
 
Poetry, Deena Dahshan: 4th Place 
 
  
University of Kentucky Bluegrass Swing, Oct. 21-22 
 
After Dinner Speaking: Deena Dahshan, 5th Place 
 



DUO: Emma Kaufman/Tanner Wooten, 3rd Place 
 
Novice Impromptu Speaking: Chris Drown, 2nd Place 
 
Interviewing: Hunter Barclay, 6th Place 
 
Poetry: Deena Dahshan, Top Novice, 2nd Place 
 
Critical Analysis: Chris Drown, Top Novice, 3rd Place 
 
Editorial Impromptu: Hannah Graham, 3rd Place 
 
Extemporaneous Speaking: Hunter Barclay, 2nd Place, Chris Drown: Top Novice, 5th Place, 
Hannah Graham, 6th Place 
 
Improv Duo:    Emma Kaufman/Natasha Fowler 4th Place, Deena Dahshan/Tanner Wooten 5th 
Place 
 
Persuasive Speaking:  Ethan Adkins, Tournament Champion*, Hannah Graham, 4th Place 
 
Programmed Oral Interpretation: Natasha Fowler, Tournament Champion*, Lanette Hunter 4th  

Place, Emma Kaufman 5th 
 
Prose:  Hunter Barclay, Tournament Champion*, Deena Dahshan 4th Place, Emma Kaufman 5th 
Place 
 
Pentathlon: Chris Drown, 3rd Place, Deena Dahshan, 4th Place 
 
As a team, The Thundering Word placed 2nd. 
  
 
George Mason University, Oct 7-8, 2017 
 
DUO: Tanner Wooten and Emma Kaufman, 5th place 
 
Communication Analysis: Chris Drown, 5th place 
 
Poetry: Lanette Hunter, 5th place, Madison Samis, 6th place 
 
As a team, The Thundering Word placed 3rd. 
  
 
Western Kentucky University, Sept. 23-24 
 
Communication Analysis: Top Novice, Chris Drown 
 



Poetry Finalist: Lanette Hunter 
 
Extemporaneous Speaking: Top Novice, Hannah Graham 
 
  
————– 
 
Photos: Thundering Word members in the fall of 2017. Above, left to right: Amanda Akers, 
Madison Samis, Chris Drown, Tanner Wooten, Lanette Hunter, Michael Hoard, Emma 
Kaufman, Hannah Graham, Deena Dahshan. Below, left to right: Deena Dahshan, Chris Drown, 
Tanner Wooten, Emma Kaufman, Lanette Hunter, Ethan Adkins, Natasha Fowler, Hunter 
Barclay, Amanda Akers, Hannah Graham. 

 
 
 
The next regular issue of We Are...Marshall will be distributed Nov 11, 2017. Please send items for 
consideration to WAMnewsletter@marshall.edu by 5 p.m. Monday, Nov 9. 

 
 
 

To read the content of this newsletter online, please click on the following link: 
www.marshall.edu/wamnewsletter/November-1-2017. 
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